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Not attached to any Party 25 

Total CO 

Government of Behar 

Goveriior>-Hia Kscellcney Sir Maurice 
(■arnicr Hallctt, K.(!.R.t., c.i.e., i.i'.b. 

Council of Mlnlstera (CuNOResis) 

(1) The Hon'blo Mr. Shri Krishna 
Sinlia {Prime Minister) Home Affairs, 
Revenue and Legislative. 

( 2 ) The Hon’ble Mr. Aiiiigrah Narayan 
Singh—AVnojice, Local Setf-Oovmnment 
and Public Works. 

(3) The Hon’ble Mr. Baiyid Mahmud, 
Education, Development and Employment. 

(4) 'ilie Uou’ble Mr, Jnglal Choudhury 
—Excise and Public Health. 

ParllamoDtaiy Seeretariet 

(1) Baba Sivanandan Praaad Mandal, 
M.UA., Judicial and Jails. 

( 2 ) fiabu Kriahna Ballabh Sahay, 
M.1..A., Apjiointment and Political, 

(3) Babu Jagat Narayan Lai, M.T..A.— 
Finance and Commerce. 

(4) Kabii. Jimut Bahan Ben, M.t.A..— 
Public Works and Irrigation. 

(.5) Babu Binodanand Jha, m,i,.a.,— 
Local Self-Government, Medical and 
Public Health, 

( 6 ) Babu Sarangadhar Sinha, M.T..A.,— 
Revenue and Education including Regis¬ 
tration. 

(71 Babu Jagjivan Ram, m.l.a.,— 
Development. 

(8) Maulavi Sayccdul Haque, mx.a.— 
Excise. 
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Nnmcrleal Strongth o! Parties 

(a) In AasEMUi.Y 


Confess 98 

Tlio Bibar Natioimliat CoaltUon 20 
The Muslim Indopciulcnt 20 

Muslim League 4 

No Party U 


151 

(exclusive of the lloii’lite the 
Si>CKkcr.) 

(b) In Codncii. 


Coupress Party 10 

Tlte Bihar Nationalist Coalition 11 

Indeuemlciit Party 3 

No I’arty 5 


29 

(exclusive of the ITou’blo Uio 
President.) 

Government of Assam 

1. Sir Bobert Niel Reid, 

K.C.I.K. 

Conneil of Ministws (CoNaRE.SS--COAi,i i'fOK) 

2. (1; The ITon’ble Srijut (iopinalh 

Ilardoloi, M.A., Prime Minister, in 

charge of liorao and 1‘Mncalion Doi'crt- 
nients. 

(ii) The Hon’blc Mr. Fukhruddin Ali 
Ahm^, BarrUter-at-Law, Minister in 
Charge of Finance and Bovenuo Depart¬ 
ments. 

(iii) The Hon’ble Babn Kamini Kumar 
Sen, B.I... Minister in charge of IjCgis- 
lativc, J,.8,c;., Judicial and General 
Departments. 

(iv) Tlie Ilou'ble Srijut Ramnalh Das, 
B.I,., Minister in charge of Moiical, 
Public Health, Welfare of Labour, Boiler, 
Factories and Electricity I)e|>artmcnta. 

(v) The Hon’ble Bobu Akshay 

Kumar Das, b.i,„ Minister in charge of 
Excise and Agriculture Departments. 

(vi) The Hon’ble Maulvi Md. Ali 

Haidar Klian, Minister in charge of 
Public Works Department 

(vii) The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath 

Br^roa, b.i,. Minister in charge of 
Forest and B^istration Dcttartmeiits. 

(viii) The Mou’ble Khan Bahadur 

Maulavi Mahmud Ali, Minister in charge 
of Industries and Co-operative Depart¬ 
ments. 

Numerical strength of Partiea 

(a) In Assembly 

(1) Congress—Coalition (Ministerialist) 

Party 55 

(2) Assam 'United Party 51 

106 


Government of the Punjab 

Qovernor 

His Excellency Sir Henry DnfTield 
Craik, Bart, k.c.S.i., lc.s. 

Conneil of Ministers 

The Hoirblc Khan Bahadur Major 
Sirdar Sir Sikiindar llyatKhaii, k.ji.r 

Premier 

The llon’blc Sardar Baliadiir Dr. 
Sardar Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, Kt 
n.o.i,;. Minister of Tievenne. 

The Ifon'blc Rao Bahadur Cliandhri Sir 
Oliliotu Ram, b.a, L,i..b.,— Mmsfer of 
Development. 

Tlic J ioii’blc Mr. Mnnohar Lai, M A..— 
Plnnnce Minister. 

The lloii’hlc Mr. Nawabmla Major 
Khizar Hnynl Khan Tiwaiia — Afriwster of 
Public iVnrlcH. 

The lloii’blo Mian Abdul Hayc— 
Minister of Education, 

PnrUnmentsry Seerotarles 

Kbnn Babmlnr Minn Ahmad Ynr Khan 
Dnulatona c.K.R.~Poliiu:al and Chief. 
Ofjicinl Whip, 

Mir Maqbool Mali mood—O' mutoL 

Sardar Balmdnr Sardar Iljjal Singh, 
m.a. — Home, 

Mrs. .Tiihanara Shah Nawaz, m.b.r.— 
Education, Medical Relief and Public 
Uvulth. 

Raja Ghnznafar Ali Khan—Jfei'Cnuc and 
Irrigation. 

CImudhri Tika Ram, B.A., I..L.B., M.n.E. 
Development, 

Thakiir Ripudamau Singh, B.A.— 
Finance 

Sliaikh Paiz Muhammad, B.A., L.L.B., 


M.TI.R., —Local SelfQovemment and 

Public Works 

Nnmerieal Strength ot Parties 

Ministerial Party 111 

Congress Party 39 

Independents 20 

Ahrar Party 2 

■Vacant ( In Sept, 39 ) 2 


174 

Govt, of Central Provinces 

Governor 

His Excellency Sir Francis Verncr 
W^ie, K.C.S.L., c,r.E., i,c.s., (from 28-5- 

Conneil ol Ministers (Congress) 

1. The Hon’ble PantBt R. S. Shukla, 
Prime Minister db Minister of Home 
Affairs (30-7-38). 

2. The Hon’ble Pandit D. P. Mishra 
Minister of L. 8, O. (iW-7-38). 
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3. The 11001)16 Mr. D. K. Mehta 
Mitdster of Finance & Law (30-7-38). 

4. The Hon'blc Mr. 8. V. Gokhale 
Minister of Jievenne and Education 
(30-7-38). 

5. The Hoo’ble Mr. C. J. Bharulca, 
Minister of Industries and Public Works, 
(30-7-38). 


Kumwelal Strength ot Parties 


Congress 

rd 

Independent 

17 

UiiitM 

r> 

Muslim TiCogne 

10 


*103 

Unattached 

7 


112 


Goveimment of Oriisa 

Oorernor 

Hir John Aus(cn flublino.k, K.c.a.r., 
(Airpointed April 1, PJ,V), 

Connell ot Mtiiistors (Gun(;rc88) 

(1) Tho Hon’hlc Sri Biawanath Dan, it, a., 
11.1.., (Home <fe Finance). Prime Minister, 

(3) 'fho Uou’ble Sri Nityiiiiundn Kaoiin- 
RO, II.A., ll.L., (Reiienue, Public Works 
and Denclopmenl), 

(ij) 'J'hc firtii’bln Sri Bodliram Piibo, 
M.A., 11 . 1 .., (Education, Law. Conunerce 
and Labour and Local Self (hircrnmcni). 

Parliameutary Seeretaries 

(1) Sri ,Fii<lumoiii Mnui;nraj, B.s(!. (Nnl) 
{Finance <fc I’ublieitii) 

(2) Sri .Ii(}i:.‘t(iiia(h Mi.'tr.n, ii.A., n.t.., 
(ttcoeuiw. <0 Piibltc B'otA’.h) 

(3) Sri Riijkiithoru Bone, (Education, 
Local Self-Government and Law, Com¬ 
merce (f; Labour) 

Nnmerleal Strength ot Parllos 

(JinKTCHS 30* 

Opitoaition Sit 

Total eo 

• 'fhw cxolndcs the SiMinker who waa 
returned on Conicrests tinket. 

t Gnc of the mcinbcrs having died the 
present number is S'.!. 

There arc two party groiips—tho (Vm- 
pfress party ami the National jiarty consis¬ 
ting ot and 13 members resiiectivciy 
and two other imrties called the All 
Orissa lJuiled Party and the Tndopnndeut 
party consisting of one member each in 
this Asscmlily. 

Government of Sind 

OoTernor 

Sir Tjancelot Graham, K.c.s.i., k.c.i.k, 
i.its. 


Counell ot Minlsten 

1. The ilon’ble K. B. Allah Bakhsh 
Mnhammad Umcr, o.u.H)., (Finance, 
Excise and Industries Departments). 

2. The Mon’ble Sir Ghulam Hussain 
Uidayatullah, K,C.s.i., (Home, General, 
Legal, Political and Miscellaneous De¬ 
partments), 

3. The Honlilo Mr. Nihchaldas C. 
Vaairuni (Public Works, Public Health 
and Medical Departments), 

4. llio Hon’ble Mir Bundeh All Khan 
Tallur (Revenue Department), 

5. 'J'hc Mou’ble Pit lllahi Bakhsh 
Nawazali, (Education Department). 

(5. 'fhe Hon’blc Mr. Dialmal Donlat- 
ram, (Agriculture, Forest and Vetetinarg 
Departments). 

Parliamentary Seeretaries 

(1) Mr. Abdul Sntar Piraada 

(3i Itao Sahob Gokaldas Mcwaldas 

(3) IChan lluhadiit A. K. Uabol 


Numerical Strength ot Partlea 


In Assemiilv 


Government supporters :— 


Ttidei indents 

20 

Jlindn lndo))nndent Party 
Enro))i'an (Iroui) 

10 

3 

Independent 

Ualuch Party 

5 

'I’olal 

38 

OpjmsUion 


(Congress 

10 

Muslim Isinguc 

8 

i ndciKmdcnts 

1 

Total 

10 

No Party 

2 

N. W. Frontier Government 


QoTeriior 

Ills Hxccllcncy Sir George 

CminingJiam, K.t',8.i, K.t;.j.B., o,b.k. 

Connell of Ministers 

'Pho Ilon’blo Dr. Khan Sahib—G/uc/* 
.Vfrtts/i.r—T.aw and Order, Medical, P. 
W. l>., Irvigaliou. 

The Jlon’ble Qnazi Ataullah Khan 
I1.A., J..I1.11., —Education itfrafster—Edu¬ 
cation, llovcnue, l/)cal Self-Government. 

The Ilon’blo Khan Mohammad Abbas 
Khan—./hdasfncs Mntster—Agriculture, 
In<lnstrieB, Forests. 

The Hon’blo lala Bhanju Bam Gandhi, 
B.A., 1..L.V., —Minister for Finance— 

Finance, Legislation. 
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Partiamentary SeeretarlM 


Khan Abdul Ghafur Khan, Bar-at-law—| 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, 

(ii) Bid Bahadur Lala Chiman Ltd, 

B.A., Parliamentary Secretary to 

Bie Hon’ble Minister for Education. 

(iii) Khan Amir Mahammad Khan— 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Minister for Industries. 

(ir) Arbab Abdul Ghafoor Khan— 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Minister for finance. 

Nnmerieal Strength of Parties 

1. Congress 21 

2. Muslim I^gue 10 

3. Frontier Nationalist Pai^ 5 

4. Hindn-Sikh Nationalist Party 4 

Total 40 


” A. N. Sen 
” F.B. Lodge 


Federal Court of India 

Chief Justice of India Six Maurice 
Gwyer. k.c.s.i. 

Judges—JA t, M. B. Jayakar 

Sir Shah Buiaiman kt. 

Sir A. Krishnaswami I^or, 
AdvocatC'Oenerat of ludtaSit 
Brojcndra Mitter, K.o. 8 . 1 . 

Chief Justices (High Court) 

Cafcutfa—Hon. Sir Harold 

Dorbydiiro, K.a 
Bombay—Kon. Sir John Beaumont, k.o. 
ifadras—Hon. Lionel Leach 
Pafntt—Hon. A. T. Harries, k.c. 
AllahabadSit John Thom, Kt. 
Ndsjwr—Sir Gilbert Stone 
Oudh {Chief Court)Soa. G. H. 

Thomas 

Panjob—^oa. Sir Douglas Young Kt. 

Puisne Judges (High Court) 

Calcutta 

Hon. Sir Leonard J. Costello 

_ - J. liOrt-WiUiams 

* * R, R Jack 

Hon. S. K. Ghosh 
_ , H. B. Ponckridge 

” ” D. 0. Paterson 

” ” T. Amir Ali 

” ” C. Itertley 

« ” G. D. McNair 

” ” S. Nasim Ali 

” ” A. G. B. Haiiderson 

” ” B. 0. Mitter 

” ” N. G. A. Edgely 

” ” B. B. Mukerjee 

” ” C. 0. Biswas 

” ” N. A. Khundakar 


Bombay 

Hon. Mr. 0. P. Blackwell 

” ” S. S. Bangnekar 

, « B. S. Broi^eld 

, , B. J. Wadia 

, a H. J. Kania 

a a Wadia 

a a H. V. Divetia 

a a A. 8. B. Maclin 

a a B. WasBOodew 

a a K. C. Sen 

a a N. G. Engineer 

a a M. A. Somji 

a a B. Norman 

a a Thakore 

Patna 

Hon. Mr. A. W. R Wort 
S. Fazli Ali 


a Sir Khaja M. Noor 

a Mr. J. F. W. James 

a a 8. V. Dhavle 

a a C. M, Agarwala 

a a B. P. Varma 

a n P. G. Howland 

a a V' Mauoharlal 

a a B. C. Ohatterjee 

Lahore 

Hon. Sir J. Addison 

Hon. Mr. Bakshi Tek Chand 
” ” Kanwar Dalin Singh 

” ” J. H. Monroe 

" ” P. W. Skemp 

" ” M. V. Bhide 

” ” Abdul Bashid 

” " 8. Din Mahomed 

" " Blacker 

" " BamlM Dewan 

" " Becket 

Madras 

Hon, Sir M. Venkatasubha Bao 
„ Mr. 0. Madharan Nair 

„ „ S. Varadachar 

„ „ V. Panduranga Bao 

„ „ A. J. Burn 

„ ., A. J. King 

.. „ F. G. GeiiUe 

„ „ K. P. laikhsmaua Bao 

,. „ V. Mockett 

„ „ S. Wordsworth 

„ „ N. S. Menon 

„ „ J. C. St^ard 

„ „ P. Venkataramna Bao 

„ .. F. W. Gentlo 

„ „ L, G. Uorwill 


J. F. W. Jamw 
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Hon. Mr, 

*> »> 

11 U 

t* 

If I* 

*1 *» 

f# I# 

It If 

It t* 


Allahabad 
E. Bonnet 
Iqbal Ahmed 
Bachbpal Singh 
II. S. Baipai 
H. J. Gollister 
J. J. Allsop 
Oanganath 
Muhammad Ismail 
Kamalakanta Vcrma 


Dnngarpur, Tire Maharawal of 
Idar, The Maliaraja of 
Jaisalmer, The Mwarwal of 
Khairpur, Ihe Mir of 
Kishangaih, 'fhe Maharaja of 
Orchha, The Maharaja of 
Partabargjl The Mabarawal of 
itaropur, The Nawab of 
Sikkim, The MsJtoraja ^ 
Sirohi, Hie Maharao of * 


Nagpnr 

Hon. Mr. L. Lewis 

„ „ B. S. Niyogi 

„ B. E. Foliock 
“ „ Vivian Bose 

„ „ H. G. Qrener 

„ „ N. Noble 

Oodh Chief Court 
Zia'-uLHassan 

A. Henry ]>e Burgh Hamilton 

B. L. Yorko 

Ruling Princes & Chiefs 

Salutes of 21 Guns 
Baroda, The Maharaja (Giickwar) of 
Gwalior, Tlio Maharaja (Siiidiiin) of 
Hyderabad, The Nizam of 
Jammu and Kashmir, The Maharaja of 
Mysore, The Maharaja of 

Salutes of 19 Guns 

Bhojial, The Nawab of 
Indore, The Maharaja (iTolkar) of 
Kalat, Tlie Khan of 
Travancore, The Maharaja of 
Kolhapur, The Maharaja of 
Udaipur, (Mowar), The Maharaja of 

Salutes of 17 Guns 

Bahawalpur, The Nawab of 
Bharatpur, The Maharaja of 
Bundi, The Maharao Baja of 
Cochin, The Maharaja of 
Guteh, The Maharao of 
Jaipur, The Maharaja of 
Karauii, The Maharaja of 
Kotah, The Maharao of 
Jodhpur (Marwar), The Maharaja of 
Fatiaia, The Moh^ja of 
Bewa, The Maharaja of 
Tonk, The Nawab of 

Salutes of 15 Guns 

Alwar, The Maharaja of 

Bhutan, The Maharaja of 

Banswaro, Hie Maharawal of 

Hatia, The Midiaraja of 

Dewns (Senior Branch), The Maharaja of 

Dhar, The Maharaja of 

Dholpnr, The Mah^jn-Bana of 


Kamtes oi is Guns 


Benares, Tke Maharaja of 
Bhavnagar, The Maharaja of 
Cfloch Bebar, The Maharaja of 
phrangadhr% The Maharaja of 
Jaora, The Nawab of 
JhMawar, The Maharaja Bana of 
Jhind, The Maharaja of 
Junagadh, The Nawab of 
Kapurthala, The Maharaja of 
Nabha, The Maharaja of 
Nawanagar, The Maharaja of 
PalanpuT, The Nawab of 



Tripura, The Maharaja of 

Salutes of 11 Gone 

Aiaignrh, The Maharaja of 
Alirajpur, Baja of 
Biioin, Nawab of 
Barwani, Bana of 
Biiawnr, Maharaja of 
Bilaspur, Baja of 
Cambay, Nawab of 
CJiamba, The Baja of 
Oliarkluiri, The Maharaja of 



Janiira, The Nawab of 
Jhabua, The Baja of 
Malet'Kotla, The Nawab of 
Man^ The Baja of 
Manipur, The Maharaja of 
Morvi, The Thakur Sahib of 
Narsingarh, The Baja of 
Panna, The Maharaja of 
Puddukotta, The Raja of 
liadbanpur The Nawab of 
Baigarh, The Baja of 
Sailana, The Baja of 
Samthar, The Baja of 
Sirmnr (Nahan), The 
Maharaja of 
Sitamau, The Baja of 
Suket, The Baja of 
Tchri, The Baja of 

Salutes ot 9 Guns 
Balasinor, Nawab of 
Bangana^lc, Nawab of 
Bansda, Baja of 



Baraundha, Baja of 
Bariya, Raja of 
Bhor, Paul Hac'hiv of 
Chotta Udaipur, Raja of 
Danta, Maharana of 
Dhaian^nr, Raja of 
Dhrol, ^akar Baheb of 
Jawhar. Raja of 
Kalahandi, Raja of 
Kenk Tung, Sawbawa of 
Khilchipur, Rao Bahadur of 
Kiahan & Socotra, Sultan of 
Lehaj, Sultan of 
Limdi, Thakiir Saheb of 
Loharu, Nawab of 
Lnni^ada, Raja of 
Maihar, Baja of 
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Mayurbhanj, Maharaja of 
Mong Niu, .Sawbawa of 
itliidiiol, Raja of 
Xagod, Raja of 
Palitana, 1'haknr Hahcb of 
Patna, Maharaja of 
Rajkot, Thakur Sohcb of 
Swfhin, Nawab of 
Sangli, Chief of 
Sant, Raja of 
Havantvadi, Sardeaai of 
Siihapur, Raja of 
iShehr & hlokalla, Sultan of 
Sonpur, Maharaja of 
Wodhwan, Thakur Saheb of 
Wankauer, Raja Saheb of 
Yuwughwe, Sawbwn of 
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Chronicle of Events 

January 1939 

Chief Ev eiit3 : —Uurost in Orissa States : Political Agent murdered— 
Ealorms annotineo!! in KarpurthaUi, Blioi)al, Talchor and Ilindol States— 
Viceroy’s Visits ho Travancoro, Mysore and Kolhapur—No-Confidonce 
motion against Sind Premier dofoat<Ml—Congress Working Committee 
deliberations at Bardoli—Dr. Rajondra Prasad’s Report on the Bengali- 
Bohari Contros'orsy -Hitch at Rajkot botwoon the Administration and the 
Proja Manclal ■ Mr Jauinalal Bajaj's entry banned—Cemgress Presidential 
election; Sj. Subhas Bose ro-eloctod—Mahatma Gandhi’s statement 
aclmowledging his defeat at Boso’svictory. 

1st. ITiidor die atisi tiros of the Madras luitl the Andhra District Congress Com- 
miltes, Mr. H. Siinivasa Ayciigar, i>rnsiding at a jtidtlic meeting at Tilakghat, 
olwervcil that by ;u-cri)ting tlic Pitdoralion as onl-lined in the Uoveniment of 
India Art, “Wo will bo imUiiig a stop •« the. light for Swaraj”. 

In the All-riidlii VVomcii’.'t ('oiiforciiro, at New Delhi, an immrtnnt change in 
the constitnlion was made hy the roiifcrcnce, so as to permit aiacussiou of itolh 
tioal qiirstioiH. 

At I’atiia, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, rrnsidont of the Moslem LeagnSi referring to 
Mahatma (lai:dhi’s observations on the League, in tlio Harijan, repeated ui a 
statement that, the Congress claim to be the “only body that can deliver the 
goods on bchidf of the i»ooplc of India” was pre|wstcrouB. 

2im1. Pandit .Tawharbil Nehru, addressing the All-India Students’ Conference in 
CalrutUi, warned the stndontH against resorting to strikes exce)>t for very grave 
rojisons. lie lelt (hat students in India wtsre pursuing a wrong path and getting 
entnnghid in wrong methods liy their too frt«[nrnt i-eeourso to strikes. 

Jlis Excellciny the (lovernor of the Punjab in ojiening Uic 2Cth. annual 
session of the Indian Brience t.’ongress at l.tUiore, dwelt on the need for Iinlia 
to prislinsc “a band of workers iiairer to extend the boundaries of human kuow- 
Iwlge. and to >levo(c Uiciv lives to tlie quest of trutli is greatw to-day than ever 
before”. 

3rd. Mr. B. Batyamni'tbi made an appeal to the Bengal Bchcdnled Castes to join 
the Congress, at an Inforiual conference of sehcdnieil caste leaders in Calcutta. 
]fe said, rhe Congress was nhxlgod to look after the interests of all Indians, 
iiTcspcctivc of caste and creed. 'I'he luickw'ard eoinmunitics formed the bulk of 
the {)o]nilation and th(>CongroMs would not neglect the cause of the minorities. 

Death of Mr. K. Kamaii Menon, Minister for Courts and Prisons, Madras, 

4th. In a loiter lo Bj. Bubluis Chandra Bose, Cougress President, Mr. B. C, Chatterji 
suggested that the Congresss ideal of indeiiojidenco could be fulfilled if India 
become a partner in u fetloralion of the British Empire. 

5th. Mr. .Tinnah. replying to Pandit .lawhnr Lai Nehru’s offer of inquii'y into 
the complaints of the Moslem Ijcaguo againsl the Congress Governments, 
said in a stateinciiL that if Vamlit Nehru was really earnest about it he should 
communicate to him (iMr. Jinuali) what would be Uic sauetioa behind 
protKised inquiry. 

'Ihc Bind Assembly granted peimiasion to Mr. G. M. Syed to move his 
motion of tio-coiilidoncc against Kluui Bahadur Alla Bux, the I’romier. 

Major 11. L. Baxulgntte, I’oruical Agent, Orissa Slates was killed by a 
mob in llanput Btate, in Orissa. 

At a Moslem mcetiug in Madras, whether the Congress and the Moslem 
League could unite was discussed at Tripliemie held in connexion with 
‘•Mahomed Ali Day”. 

6th. In the U. P. Assembly, Mr, Uotilal Agarwal raised a question regarding 
the demonstrations organized by the Moslem League on the occasion of the 
tours of the two Moslem Ministers of Bie Congress Government, 



2 THE INDIAN ANNUAL EEOISTER [ 6 janoaby ’30— 

On tlio recommendations of the Wedgwood Committee’s report, the Railway 
iWrd made further decisions regarding the acceleration or passenger trains 
and advertising campaigns particularly in the vernacular ])rc6S, to attract more 
third class passengers. 

Mr. A. K. Chanda, presiding over the 17th^ session of the AlLAssam 
Ministerial oflieers’ Conference, held at Habiganj, \rarucd against “Oommnnalism 
and various other similar narrow creeds that are eating into tlte vitals of our 
nation and hampering its full growth”. 

7tb. The Madras Presidency Students’ Conference was held at tlie All-India 
Khadi and Swadeshi Exliibition grounds (Madras) under the presidency of 
Mr. N. 6. lianga. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Shidents’ Federation decided to 
declare a general strike in all schools and colleges in the country on January 
2Cth., if that day were not declared a holiday, being Independence Day. 

Mahatma Candid, in an article in the Harijan, wrote, “I must refuse to be¬ 
lieve that the Cermans, as a nation, Itavo no heart. They will some day or 
other rebel against tlieir own adore<l hero if he dues not wake up betimes”. Ho 
also wrote in tlic Harijan, “what lUjkot could do in three months every State 
can do if the people show the qualities that the i)coplo of Rajkot have shown”. 

Sth. The Taleher Durbar (Orissa) issued a statement cinimcrating the rarioiis 
reforms effected itk the administration of the hiUttc and tlio measures undertaken to 
impmve the condition of the States’ neoidc. 

In the Central Assembly, the revision of the Oovernment’s Frontier policy and 
the immediate withdrawal of India from the J>agno of Nations were urged in 
two resolutions given notice of by the Congress Party, for the Budget Bessiou. 

Pandit Jawhar Lnl Noiirn, in a stiUcmeiit in Allahalxid, re|>lying to Mr. M. A. 
Jinnsih, siigjjcstcd tlie institution of an impartial inquiry by men, jircfcrably not 
eonnected with Congress or Moslem Ixmgue politics, into tl>c specific charges 
iq^ainst Congress Governments by the Moslem T.cagnc. 

9th. In New Delhi, for the first time tliere was a conference of the Presidents and 
Deputy Presidents of the provincial Legislative Councils opened by Sir Maneukjco 
Dadabhoy, 

Their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Marchioness of lAnlitbgow received an 
enthusiastic welcome at Travancore, where tlicy arrived in state on the conclusion 
of their visit to Cochin. 

Sir P. C. Hoy addressed the first of a scries of lectures organized by the 
Appointments and Information Board of the University of Calcutta with a view 
to drawing the attention of students towards industrial and commerciiil career. 

In the Punjiib Tjcgislative Assembly, both tlic ()j)po»ition anti the Trea 8 Ui 7 
Benches seem^ to agree on one point, though rr.nn a different standpoint, vis, 
that provincial autonomy in the Imnds of Indian Ministers was worse 
than the former buroauerntu: regime. Stormy scenes marked the proceedings of 
the Assembly which met to consider the Argicultiiral I’roduce Marketing Bill. 

10th. In the United Provinces Assembly, the questioj) of the repeal of emergency 
laws enacted by Uic previous Government, was ruisiHl by Mr. llarish Chandra 
Bajpoi (Congress). 

Pandit Jawhar Lai Nehru, atldresslng a public mocling in Bombay, cxiwessed 
his view that Spain (louhl never be conquered in the real sense or the term. 
Reviewing the general political developments in Europe, Pandit Nehru believed 
that the rise of the Nazis and the Fa<‘isls to ]>owct was mainly due to the tacit 
encouragement and passive support atxwdcd by Great Britsuu. 

11th. The Maharaja of Travancore, at die State Banquet given in honour of the 
Viceroy and Ijady Linlighgow. rcvicwetl the progress made by the State in 
recent years. Ifis Highness dwelt csiicoiidly on the case of the backward 
communities, agricultural iudebtodness. Credit Bank and the rubber and tea 
industries. 

Mr. J. JI. S. Richardson, speaking atamccling of students of tliepost Graduate 
classes of Calcutta University j)oiut^ out the opiwtunitics oflered by cotil mining 
as a career. 

Sir Mohamed Yakub in Bombay condemned the move of Mahatma Gandhi 
for the protection of the rights of minorities os a Fascist method. 

The Sind Legislative Assembly devoted the whole day to the discussion of 
the no-coufidenco motion against tho Premier. 
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The Nawab of Blioiia], on the oecafiioii of tlie celebration of bis birth day, 
announced cei lain rcforina in his Slate rc: the liegislalivc Council and the 
Municii'id Iloaid of Wiopal. 

The CoiijtnHS M’orking Committee met at Bardoli and considered Maliatma 
Ciandhi’s new draft on the niinocilicH’ question. 

The Intcrnationul Council of the World Btiident Association in I’aris 
acknowlcilgcd in ihc course of a letter to the All-India Students’ Fetlcration 
that the work of the siiid Federation rank amongst some of the finest 
aehievciuonis oi the stndenis of Uic world—the letter was signed bv 37 luembors 
of the International Council. India was represented on Uio Council by Mr. 
S. M. Kunnu'uinaiigalaui. 

12th. The Congross Working Committee tliscussid Midiatma Gandhi’s plan of 
protecting the l ights of minuritics, at Bardoli, and conshlcred election petitions. 

Seven iiersons wtac known to liave been killcil and injured when the 
Calcutta-Lchra Dim Express train, proceeding from Howrah met with an accident 
between the Chiciiaki and JInzariliagli Rond Ktatioiis (about I^IU miles from 
Calcutta) ou the East Indian Railway. 

In tlie Bind Assemliiy, the motion t>f •‘no-confidcnec” against the I’rcmier was 
defeatcil by 32 votes to 7. 'I'ho Congri'ss Varry remained iioutrnl. 

The report of the Coinmiitcc aptmiuliyl by the (aovernment of Bihar to inquire 
into the extent of corruption in llic )>iil)Iic services of llio province, was nublished. 
The CommiUn iKiintcd out that such jiractices were not coniliiea to the 
Ministerial and other subordinate slatl' but tliat some members of the I’rovincial 
and even of tlic All-India (Services had descended to taking bribes. 

13th. Their Excclloiioies the Vieeroy and the Marchioness of Linlithgow anived in 
Mysore. 

At the annual dinner of the Mining, CooltH;i< al and Metallurgical Institute of 
Indio, at Calcutta, various ]irobtoins nfi'cctihg tlie mining indusl^ were discussed, 
laying particular stress on the need for elcmeiilnry tslueation among the mine workers. 

At the Faridpiir .Seho<lnl«l ('astes’ Conference, under the iiresideiuy of Dr. 
Bhngnhati J’rosninia 'J'haktir, tlu: need for organi/utioii was mainly aimed at. 

The Congress Working Committee concluded its deliberations at Bardoli after 
adojitiiig a rcs<ilution on the Biluiri Iknigali dispute. 'J'hc Cunimittcc also 
deciiled tliul they must discuss wilJi some It'uding Hindu and Muslim leaders 
tlicir tcutative Couclusious ou Uic issues arising out of the dificrcnccB between tJic 
two great cdminimities. 

14th. His Excellency the Viceroy,' sj'eakiiig at a State Banquet in Mysore, paid 
a tribute to tlie Ruler on his work for tlie ndvanecmciit of the Btato; Mis 
Excellency laid special s; n ss tin the dcvelu]>mcnt of agriculture and industry 
and llic iinprovumcnl of pulilic healtli. 

The Government of Bomlmy, in a Vress Note issued in reply to the rciwt of 
a committee, set up by titc Moslem Toxigue, setting forth alleged grievances 
of Moslems ill llio rroviiu-e, tlescribwl Uie steps wliich the Government took, 
since their assumption of ollicc, in the interests of Moslems. 

The GeiiornI Bccretary of the All-India Congress Committee staled that tlie 
CougTcss Working Committee did not ]>roi>osc to make any further declaration 
on the communal problem. 

Malmtma Gamllii wrote in the Harijan, Umt ho was neither interested in the 
Dcwaii of Traviuicorc, iior was he partial in advising tlie withdrawal of Uio 
Btute Congress cluirgi.'S against llic Dcwaii. 

15th. Beth Jamiiolal Bajaj, president of tlie Jaipur ITaja Mandal, issued a statement 
to the I’rcss giving Ins views on the Btate’s ban against him. He said that it 
apiicarcd to him tliat the liiui ou Ms entry into Jaipur State was but tlie 

i ircciirsor of a delilicrate attempt to crush the 1'nija Mandal and to prevent it 
rom cdiieatiiig the public to desire responsible Government under the aegis of 
the Maharaja. 

Aceovdiiig to the Geological survey of India, the production of petroleum in 
India (including Burma) iucreased from 334, 8J.1, lt’4 gallons in 1936, to 350, 
322, 222 gallons iu 1037, llic highest figure in the history of the industry. 

The Uulcr of Hiiidol (Urissa Blatcs) annoiiiieeU a uuiulter of political reforms 
to be cnforctsl in his State from the Ist. of April. The Ruler said, “I declare 
that the goal of luy Governnieiit shall be to establish full responsible Government 
iu the State.” 




4 THE INDIAN ANNUAL EEGISTER [ 15 jandaey *39- 

The Bihar Assembly passed a Rill seeking to repeal the Public Safety Act 
of 15a3, 

The conference of the All-Punjab Muslim Stndenls’ was held at Lahore, Dr. 
Kitchlew presidal. Tlie conference opjioaeil the im|)osilion of the proposed 
federal scheme and appealed to die Muslims and aiili-impcrialist forces in India 
to resist it tooth and nail. 

The All-Co<!hin Youth Conference, which met at Trichnr under the president¬ 
ship of Mr. K. A. Damoilara Menon, concluded after passing a number of resolu¬ 
tions.—The conference urged the introduction of full resi^ousiblc Government in 
Cochin and expressed its opposition to the federal scheme. 

16th. In the Punjab Assombly, the silting was suspended twice by the Deputy 
Speaker and scenes of unprecedented disorderliiuws were witnessed when the 
chair named two members and the members refused to leave the house—the 
members named were, Choudhry Kurtar Singh and Mr. Munilal Kalia 
(Congiress). The confusion arose out of the J’rcmicr, Sir Sikaiidar llayat Ehan, 
drawing the attention of the chair, to a leading article in the Pratap, a local 
vernacular newspaper, and saying dint the paper hail exceeded tlie limit of 
fair comment. 

17th. Dr. llajendra Prasail’s report on tiic Rengali-Roliari controversy was 
published. In accordance with a resolution of the Working Committee he was 
“nuthoriz«^_ to go into tlie Rihar-Rcngaii wntroversy rciating to the questions of 
(1) Domicile (2) Public Services (3) Education and (J) Urtide and Commerce 
and settle it finally.” 

In tlie Punjab Asscmhly, Mr. Maiioliajlid, the Finance Minister, made an 
important statement bearing on the nuiec sterling ratio. He remarked, ‘Tt is 
far from certain that the enrrcncics of the world iiuve been so slnhilizcd as to 
justify the proposed step.” 

In the Madras Assembly, a rrsolution expressing sorrow at die death of Mr, 
K. E. Menou was passed. The House iiroeccdcd witli the discussion of the Ihibiic 
Ucaldi Rill. 

In the Uihar Assembly, Mr. Anugniha Narayaiin Sinlia moved the Money 
lenders (Regulation of TraiisaiUious) Rill, seeking to reiicid tliosc sections of the 
Rihar Money-lenders Act which Imd been declared null and void by Uic I’ntna 
High Court—The Rill was passed. 

18th. His Excellency the Viceroy ami I.rfidy IJniithgow and party arrived at 
Kolha[mr. Speaking at a Stale banquet given by die Miihnraja in His K.xcel- 
lency’s lionour, Ixird l.inliliigow referred to the stej s contemplated by the 
Kolha]inr Stale to create a Legislative Assembly mid to Federation. 

Tlie Mali:>rnja of Kapurthalu auiiouiu'ed die aiipointmcnt of a Committee 
to report on die rci'oiistilution of die Stale Assembly in ai'cordnnco widi Itis 
declared "intention to review tlie State Assenilily witli tlie object of associuling 
my poeple more intimately with die Slate ailniinislration.” 

In the Sind Assembly, tliorc was an rjiciling debate over a rule prohibiting 
treasonable spceclics in die House ;• the purport of die word ‘treason’ was the 
subject of a sally between the Premier, die Jlon’lilc Kliaii Rahadur Allah Riix 
and Dr. Choitram (iidwani. 

16th. The Sind Assembly was facMl with Uic diHiciilt question of deciding whether 
Dr. Choitram, a Congress momiie.r, wlio had stnted when he took die Oath of 
atlegiance dial ho did so ‘‘with mental rcscrvalionu”, should be allowed to be a 
member of the House. 

Sir Edwanl Rcndiali, President of the Eurojiean Association, addressing a 
general meeting in Gnlciitla, stressed on the necessity of the Eurojiean Associ- 
adon having a clear-cut policy on all im))ortant subjects, both of CentrM 
and provincial concern. 

There was again a iiitch at Rajkot between the Administration and the Proja 
Mandal over the choice of the pcrsoiinci of the Reforms Enquiry Committee. 
The renewal of Satyagraha was threatened by die latter. 

In the Rihar Assembly, die necessity for the apiiointmcnt of an impartial 
tribunal consisting of omcials and noii-ofiieials to enquire into the causes of 
the train disaster near llazaiibagh Rood on January 12, was unanimously 
urged. 

20tli. Maulana Abul Kalam A/ad, whose name was among the three proposed for 
presidentship of the Tiipiiri Bession of the Congress, withdrew from the contest. 
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thereby leaving the field to St. Subhas Chandra Bose and Dr. Pattabhi 
Bitaiamayya. 

The election of delegates to the Congress session at Tripuri engrossed the 
attention of the Congressmen of Bengal. Although on the surface, there were 
no clear cut party divisions, four distinct groups appeared to be actually contes¬ 
ting the elections. First, there were the adherents of Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the Congress President, then the Khadi Group (consisting of the orthodox 
followers of Mahatma Gandhi, led by Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghose), next 
those known as the Kiron Sankar Roy Group, and last, the young Congress 
Socialists, headed by Dr. Suresh Chandra Bannerjee. 

In the Sind Assembly, Mr. Vazirani, Finance Minister, speaking on the 
question of members and the Oath of Allegiance, said that it was not incompa¬ 
tible with the Congress pledge of independence. 

aisl. The ban on the entry of Seth Jamnalal Bajaj into Jaipur State was 
commented upon by Mahatma Gandhi in the Harijan. He wrote, “I can only 
hope against hope that the Jaipur authorities will shrink from precipitating an 
All-India crisis.” 

At Asansol town, stray assaults and stabbing took place, as a result of which 
one Hindu was killed and 18 persons belonging to both communities, Hindus 
and Moslems, were injured. 

The Travancore State Congress decided to resort to direct action if certain 
conditions were not satisfied within 6 weeks. 

A resolution urging the “complete scrapping” of the present constitution and 
the immediate introduction of full responsible Government based on adult 
franchise, was passed. 

22nd. As a sequel to a “Hyderabad Day” demonstration, nearly 40 persons were 
injured, in a Hindu-Moslem clash at Delhi. 

23rd. The Indian Industries Conference was opened by His Excellency the Viceroy 
in Bombay. He laid stress on the need for coordination of industrial effort. 

In the Sind Assembly, the Speaker entered into an elaborate explanation of 
what was meant by the Congress goal of Puma Swaraj. He was asked, whether 
the declaration by the leader of the Congress Party, Dr. Choitram Gidwani, that 
he had taken the oath of allegiance with a “mental reservation” affected his 
right to sit in the House. The Speaker ruled that the declaration did not affect 
Mr. Gidwani’s position as a member of the House. 

The statements re ; election of Congress President, issued by Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad and Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose gav’e rise to considerable speculation 
in political circles on the result of the election of the next President of the 
Indian National Congress. In his statement, Sj. Bose remarked, “It is widely 
believed that there is a prospect of a compromise on the Federation scheme 
between the Eight Wing of the Congress and the British Government during 
the coming year.” 

A statement was issued over the signature of 7 members of the Working 
Committee of the Congress appealing to Sj. Bose to withdraw from the contest. 

His Excellency the Viceroy in his reply to an address presented by a 
deputation of the Indian Merchants' Chamber at Government House (Ilombay) 
touched upon the Rupee Ratio, Protection, the Ottawa Agreement and the 
Indianisation of the Defence and other services—His Excellency rejected the 
plea of the deputationists for the reduction of the Rupee Ratio. 

His Excellency the Viceroy, speaking at the Orient Club, Bombay stressed 
on the supreme urgency and importance of the inauguration of Federation in 
India without any delay. 

24th. At a meeting of the members of the Calcutta branch of the European 
Association, problems relating to the defence of India, Federation, the Budget 
of the Government of India and Commercial relations between Great Britain 
and India were discussed. 

Mahatma Gandhi, in a Press interview at Bardoli, said that the Congress 
would be neglecting its duty if, having the power, it shrank from using it and 
allowed the spirit of the Jaipur State to be “crushed” for want of support 
from the Congress. 

6). Subhas Chandra Bose, replying to the statement of seven members of the 
Working Committee, said, “The Presidential election is wholly an affair of the 
delegates and should be left to them. Let the Eight Wing who are in a 
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deculed majorit^^r in the CongresB, make a gesture to the Loft Wing by accepting 
a Leftist candidate even at this late hour.” 

25th. His Excellency the Viceroy, in reply to an address presented to him by 
a deputation of the Bombay Cuantitcr of Commerce at Government House, 
declared that he was determwed to do all that lay in his jiower to bring about 
the inauguration of an All-India Federation with the minimum of delay. 

Dr. rattabhi Sitaramsyya announced, in^a statement issued from Bardoli, 
that he_ would contest the Presidential election, in which the other candidate 
was Sj. Subhiu) Chandra Bose. “I cannot”, said he, “withdraw in favour of 
Mr. Bom, becauM I must not resist^ the rviil of valued colleagues.” 

Sanlar I’atcl, in a statement, replied to the “amasing statement” by Sj. Bnbhas 
Chandra Bose, and revealed tliat at an informal cousultation at Bardoli (at 
which Sj. Bose was not present, but Mahatma Gandhi and Fandit Nehru were) 
“we were clearly of the opinion that it was unnecessary to re-elect Sj. Subhas 
Cliandra B^. 

Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose, in a statement, disnpprovcil of tlio stop taken by the 
seven members of the Working Committee in issuing Uie statement, asking Bj. 
Subhas Chandra Bose to withdraw from the contest of Fresidential election. 

The Chota Nagpur Separation Jahigue ]iasBcd a resolution demanding the 
creation of a separate Governor’s province for Cliota Nagpur. 

In the Sind I.«gi8lnlive Assembly, the proi;cedings were marked by a stormy 
passage at arms between the Frcmicr and tlie Congress group, when Klion 
Babaunr Allah Bux opened his defence of the Govcriimcnl’s assessment orders 
with a strong criticism of the Congress Party, members of which, he stated, 
were occupying benches not by virtue of individual merit, but because they hod 
contested the elections on the Congress ticket. 

26th. His Excellency Uic Viceroy, in bis reply to an address from the committee of 
the Euro]>can Association, Bombay, expressed the view that tlie sidicme of Federa¬ 
tion outliiKsl iu tiie Ooveruraent of India Act, 1033 aitbrded tite only jiossible 
solution of Uic numerous problems of India. 

In tlie Council of State, the Income Tax Bill came up for consideration. The 
Bill ran to 30 pages covering about OU clauses : the main clauses dealt with tlie 
prevention of fraudident evasion of tax niid the legal avoidance of payment, to 
increase penalties for tax dcKlgcrs and make the tax more equitable. 

Pandit Jawhar Lai Nehru issued a statement from Almnra, on the Congress 
Presidential contest and said tlmt Federation could not be an issue in tiie 
election, as it seemed to him to lie “monstrous” for miy Congressman to think 
m terms of a compromise ou that subject. Ho was not opioscd to an election 
contest provided definite programmes and ]K>licics were in conilict. 

Si. Subhas Chandra Bose, in a statement, TC])eatcd his fears r^ardiog 
Fedcralioii, and said ttiat it was generally believed that a prospective list of 
Ministers for the Federal Cabinet had already b(«n drawn U)>. Ho also repeated 
his offer to withdraw, if a “genuine” anti-Fcdcratioiiist were acccpteil as 
Congress President. 

21tb. Mr. M. N. Mookerjee, (IVdiarl addressing a gallmring of students of 
the Calcutta University discuswxl tiie iiossibiliiics of employment wiiich the 
coal industry and trade offered to edncaUxl mid commercially minded yontlis. 

Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose issucii another statement giving his version of Uic 
issues involved in the Congress Fresiilential election. He also said tiiat iu 
order to maintain the unity and the solidarity of the Congress it was essential 
that Uic Fresidont should command the coiiiidence of lioth Uie Right and Loft 
wings of the Congress as Faiidit Nehru did in n magnificent manner. 

Babu Rajendra Frasod issued a etalement recalling a past declaration on 
Federation by Bj. Bose and after complaining against its lack of clari^ ended 
by saying, 'T wonder if any of the so called Right wing members of the Congress 
Working Committee has said anything approaching to Uiis.” 

Swami Bahajanonda Baraswati and Mr. Jai ITokasli Narain, the Kisan and 
Socialist leaders, resiaictivcly, issncil a joint statement on the Congress I’residen- 
tial election. The statement said, ‘‘We do not think that even those who do not 
agree with his views believe that Bj. Bose would not be an asset to the Congress 
Fresidentship at the present juncture.” 

Aeharya Narendra l)ev, in a statement to the Press, said, “There is no question 
of Right or laift in Uiis matter. Every delegate should consult only the best 
interests of the country and cast his vote iu an unbiassed manuci”. 
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28th. Mahatma Gandhi, in an article, in the Harijan drew attention to the increa- 
sinK indiscipline of Congressmen, lie also said, "My time and that of cu-workera 
is largely taken up in wading tlirongh eomidaints about corruption among 
Congressmen.” In another article in tl»e Harijan, on “The States” Mt^atma 
Gandhi remarked ‘‘tlie movement for liberty within the States is entering a now 
stage.” 

At the annual meeting of the Bengal Mill Owners’ Association, the President 
discussed vaiions proi)lcm8 affecting the rolton industry in Bengal. 

The Mahiiram of Bikanir, at a State banquet given by tlie Maharaja of 
Travancore, wild, “Our Stiites are at present going through a most critical ]>criod 
and there are various inolilcms of great moment which demand onr attention. 
'Jhe need therefore, for ))crfect concord and joint dclibomtions and concert^ 
action is greater to-day than it was at any other time.” 

2Sth. Brijiit Sulihas Chandra Bose polled a majority of votes at the Congress 
rrcsidcnlinl election held simultaneously in all the 21 linguistic Congress provin¬ 
ces excluding Mohakoshal (0. 1*. Hindi). 8j. Bose led by 204 votes. 

Dr. llajendra I'rasad, in a statement on the Gaya communal clash, appealed 
for harmony specially in view of the Bakrid ft'slival. 

Professor llnmayun Kal)ir, presiding at the Faridpur District Teachers’ Con¬ 
ference, iirgt'.l the need for the reorganization of Uic sjstcm of education in 
this country. 

At the Moslem Dsigne Political (^inference at Lucknow, the speech of Maulnna 
/afar Ali, the Piiiijab Moslem Icialcr, was conciliatory in regard to the llindu 
people not ciiallcnging to Uie tJongross and the llindu Babha Teatiers. 

A meeting of the Bnli-Oommitt<H! of the All-India Moslem league was held at 
l4thorc, for organizing tleputations to foreign countries oJid to Ihovinces in 
India. 

30tli. The (ktu^icil of State, New Delhi, jtasecd the Bill to amend the Indian Cotton 
Cess Act, as piissccl by tlio IjOgislativc Assembly. 

The election of Bengali quota of t)8 mcmlasrs to the All-India Congress Com¬ 
mittee concluded: Dr. B. C. Hoy iMtlUxl tJic largest number of votes. Among 
tliosc who wore unsucomful in the clfictions were Bj. Sarat Chandra Bose and 
Mr. .T. U. Onpta, I^cadcr mid Chief whip rcspeidively of the Congress Party in 
the Bengal Assembly. 

31sl. Tlie threatened crisis in .Taipnr State drew dangerously near. Beth Jamnalal 
Bniaj, 3'icasnrcr of the Indian Natioaid Congress was evidently determined to 
defy the ban imposed l>y the Jaipur Diirlmr on hie entry into Uie State. 

A Calcutta Gazette cxt.raordiiiai 7 pidilisiicd Uic provisions of tlio Calcutta 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939.—It was proinrscd to have separate electorates 
for Muslims. 

Maiiatnia Gandhi i.^sued a statomciit on the re-election of Bj. Siibhas Chandra 
Bose as President of tlie Congress. Ho said. “Mr. Bublms Ilose has achieved a 
deeisive victory over his opponent Dr. 1’ntlabhi Bitararaayya. I must eonfess tliat 
from tlio very iiegiiining 1 was doi ideilly iiguuist his rc-eleetion for reasons into 
which I need not go. I do not snbscrilK! to his facts or the argument in his 
manifestos. I tliink that his rcforenccs to his eolleagues were unjustiiled and 
unworthy. Nevertheless I am glad of his vietoi^ and since I was instnimcntal 
in including Dr. Pattahhi not to withdraw his name as a condiilatc when Maulaua 
Azad withdrew, tlic defeat is more mine Ilian his. 


February 1939 

Chief Events Tho Durbar-Praja Mandal clash at Jaipur continued : 
Both Bajaj arrcslod threo times—Satyagraha at Bajkot ; Mrs. Gandhi and 
Miss Maniboii Patel arrostod—Communal Riot at Cawnpur—Assemblage 
of Eastern Status Agency Rulers at Calcutta—Budget introduced in several 

Provincial Assemblies —Om Maiidali affairs in Sind ; Ministerial tangle_ 

Resignation of eleven out of 13 Congi-ess Working Committee Members, 
issue being difference with Sj. Bose over the policy of the Congress—Death 
of His Excellency Lord Braboume, the Bengal Governor. 
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1st. Seth Jamnalal Baiaj, loader of the Ihroja Mondal of Jni|mr reaehed Jaipur 
to defy the ban on his entry into the State. He was arrested by the Inspector- 
General of police. 

The Jaipur Durbar issued a statement in reply to Mahatma Gandhi’s criticism 
of its policy re : Praja Moiukl : the communique stated inter alia, “Mr. Gandhi 
attempts to plwte tlio whole responsibility in this connexion on the ‘British 
Prime Minister’ _ (of the State). He aj'>)>arently is not aware that the Jaipur 
Government is His Highness tlie Maharaja-in-Council and not a single individual. 
Anv all^ation to the contrary is not according to facts.” 

The Executive Committee of the Congress Nationalist Party of Bengal issued 
a statement in connexion with M. Gandhi’s statement on the Congress 

Presidential election. “Mr. Gandhi’s statement.has come upon the country 

as an extremely unpleasant sunnise. Although it has not come too soon, people 
in general least expci^ted it. Mr. Gandhi ap])cars to have taken a too personM 
view of things, for at no stiige of tile election, did he publicly appear on the 
scene.” 

2nd. Bj. Bubhas Chandra Bose met I’andit Jawharlal Nehru at Bantiniketan 
(Yiswabharati-Tagoro University) and discussed with him the implication of the 
Congress Presidential election. 

At Jaipur, the I’laja Mandalists were rather bewildered but not discouraged 
by the abrupt end to the wholly unsatisfactory manner in wLidi the first stage 
ol the eampaign ended. 

Mr. Rama Uau, Agent to tlic Govcrrior-General of India in South Africa, 
submitted a memorandum to tlie Asiatic laind Iaiws Commission which was 
inquiring into tlie evasion by the Indian community of laws restricting them 
from acquiring ownership of land. 

A resolution was adopted by the Mnldah District Political Conference (Rcngal) 
cmbodyiiij; “India’s National Ifenmnd”. Bj. Hnbhas Chandra Bose presitlal. 

'J’ho Jaipur Durbar in reply to Maliatma thindhi’s statement on Rajkot and 
Jaipur, denied the fact that the Jaipur Prime Minister was wholly to blame. 

Srd. Mrs. Kasturbai Gandhi, wife of Malmtma Gandhi and Miss Maniben Patel 
were arrcsteil at Rajkot on tlicir entering the Btate to offer Batyagralia, 

Bj. Bubhas Chandra Bose, in an interview with a representative of the Asso- 
cintM Press re : Congress Presidential election, obsorveil, “It will always be 
my aim and object to try and win M. Gandhi’s confidonco for the simple reason 
that it will he a tragic thing for me if I succwid in winning tiie conhdeuce of 
other people luit fail to win tlie confidence of India’s greatest man." 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement to the Press in reply to the Government 
of India’s communique on the affairs of the Rajkot Btate. He said, “The 
communiques issued by the Goveniment of India and the Jaipur Government 
on my statements on Rajkot and Jaijmr arc remarkable for sins of omission and 
suppression.” 

In the Central Legislative Assemlily, the Budget session opened. Sir N. N. 
Barcar, laiw Memlwr, introduced the Bill to amend the Insurance Act and Mr. 
O. M. G. Ogilvie, Ifefenoo Becrctary, introduced tlie Bill to provide for the 
creation of four new naval reserve forces in India. 

4di. In the Central Legislative Assembly, Delhi, a resolution recommending that 
immediate steps should be taken to give notice of India’s intention to withdraw 
from the ].ea>'uc of Nations, was disciisscil. Mr. T. 6. A. Chettiar moved the 
resolution on the lAsigue, The Houso passed without a division on adjournment 
motion to discuss the recrudesceno of anti-Indian riots in Burma. 

Mr. ^at Chandra Bose, in the c.aur8o of his presidential speech at the Bengal 
Ih-ovineial Political Conference, at Jmnaiguri, obscrveil, “There is no doubt that 
some attempt to imi'ose the unwanted Federal scheme is imminent. The pro¬ 
nouncements of the Viceroy and other high ollicials are pointers in this direction. 
It is a mistake to assume that, so far as tlie Congriss is concerned, Federation 
is a dead issue.” 

Mr. N. R. Barcar, Finance Minister, Government of Bengal, performed the 
opening c.ercmony of the industrial syndicate organised by ex-detenus, and replied 
to an a>ldrc8S of welcome. 

The Working Committee of the Hindu Mabasabba passed a resolution at New 
Dclbi, advising the Hindus not to join the Congress but to join the Mihasabha. 
Mr. V. D. gavarkar was in the chair. 
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ITis Excellency Sir John lliihhnck. Governor of Oriosa, replying to an address 
of welcome by Uie inonibcrs of the Balnsore Distrust Islam Association, paid a 
coraiilimcnt lo the Orissa Ministers in resiuict of their attitude towards the 
Moslem comiuuiiily, 

5th. Heth Jamnalal IVijaj was arrested at the railw.ay station of Tikri Baiiri between 
Jtccngiis and Sikan 

The Bengal l’fo\iii(nal Political (Jonfcrcnce, at Jalpfugiiri, passed a resolution 
on Feileriition call.ng (n>on the British (ioveriiment “to concede the principlo of 
self-determinaliiin lo India and roci^nize in its entirety the constitution which 
the Congress will Mibmit in accordance with popular will. l5j. Hubhas Chandra 
Bose, tlic Ciii.;resf President, adilressiiig the conferenee, emphasised tlio need for 
unity among all c.:asscs and coinmniiities in _ liiiliu in her fight for freedom. Sj. 
Bose said wc want Swaraj tor every eonimniiity and creed.” 

Mr. B. J. Khor, I rcmier, (tovernimait »>f Bombay, in a statement on the liberty 
of the Press said, 'Wliilc the < iuvcriiinciil fully nHogiiixo tlio need of iircscrving 
fall frecilom lo the Press, it cannot |«rmit delilicratc attempts made by news- 
pajicrs and individials to einbitier relations between tJic sister communities, or to 
incite the coniiuuniiio.s to act in a way wbii h is bound to result iii a breach of 
the peace.” 

6th. His llighiioss the Gackwar of Bansla died at Bomb.ay at 8-F'5 p. M. 

In the Bihar Aaseinbly, Hr. iSyed Mahniud, .Minister, replying to an allegation 
of favouritism in i.)ipoiiamc.nis, unule a sUiii'inent that cotnpclcney was the cri- 
tcrioa wliich the < ovornmeiit appluHl spei-ially in the case of tochnicnl ai>(>oint' 
incuts and that tlniy were not inllnenccil by isroviiicial or communal considera¬ 
tions. 

Mr. Eajondra Prasad addressed the Congress Constructive Workers’ Conference 
at Suri (Birbhum). Uo siud tliat Bwaraj could not be bargained for. They must 
strive for it through the Congress coimtruclivo programme and by including a 
spirit of self-help. 

7th. Tlio Goveriior-ficncral disallowed an adjournment motion in the Central 
Assemlily to discuss the (iovernment of IiaUa’s “failure to seenre representation 
for [ndian Moslems at the Palestine Conference.” '.riio Central Assembly also 
rcjedwl the Naval Itcsis've h'drees Hiscipliiie Bill by .'iG votes to 4r). 

In the ir. P, Assem'oly, Mr. Wurendra Bahadur Hingh asked the Government 
for a list of iiersons whoso iiroiiertics were conliscafed after the ‘Mutiny’, and 
also a list of (hose who bad lM«n granted proiierties for loyalty to a 
“foreign iKiwct”. Mr. linkuin Jrling, replying lo the cpicslion, said that the Govern¬ 
ment had no infonnaliou. It the members hail any suggestion to make Govern¬ 
ment would be glad lo rwoive it. 

•Mr. Itani D.iyidn Hingh, Speaker of the Bihar Assembly, raised the question of 
the dignity and imcgrii.y of llie cladr, wliicli, Im said, was challenged by Mr. M. 
Yniius, leader of tlio Moslem Indc|H;ndeiit I’.arl.y by easting aspersions in the 
integrity of the chair by a letter relating to iJie re-nllotmcut of seats in the 
tiliumbor. 

Mr. Jamnalal Bajuj was rclciised at the frontier of Bharatpur Stale, close to 
the United I’roviiues boundary. 

8th. At the conference in Calcnlta, of (’ongnstsmen from different parts of India, 
who supported the re-election of Hj. Hubhas Chandra Bose, the unanimous opinion 
was expressed that the C'oiigress should stitten its altitude of hostility towards 
tlio all-India l•'cdcl•ation scheme. 

A demonstration was staged by Moslems in Calcutta in support of the Arabs’ 
demands in Palestine, in coiinextion with the “All-India Palestine Day.” 

In the II. P. As-icnibly, statistics regarding eonimuiial disturbances were placed 
on the tublo in answer' to a (incsliim by Mr. Hliokatuli Khan; the statement 
showed that since the Congress Ministry assumed office 24 communal distur¬ 
bances liad o -ciirrcd in 17 districts up to October 1938. 

9th. 'Fhc Centra! Asscndily passed the first nnuliiig of Mr. M. A. Eazimi's Bill to 
consolidate ami classify the jirovisions of Moslem law and to remove doubts as 
to ibc effect of the rciuiiielation of Islam by a marriage tie. 

Maliatma Gandhi, in Uio course of asiaiement issued to the Press observed, “The 
more I think of what is happening in HiaU's in India. T see nothing but a dark 
future for this iinliai>py land if the Paramount I’owcr remain a helpless witness 
lo the tragaly Uiai is being enacted in tlie Primes’ India for, what is happening 
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in Rajkot and Jaipur, is but a sample of wluit is going to happ<m pr(»cntly in 
other States.” 

10th. The Central Assembly started with a division, which the opjxwition won, 
on Mr. T. 8. A. Chettiar’s resolution a,skiiig for India’s withdrawal from the 
League of Nations. A rcsoliiliuii urging the termination of the ludo-Burma 
'Ir^o Itegiilation order was passed witltont u division. 

Bardar Vallabhbhai I’atel, in a letter to 8j. Biildias Chandra Bose on betialf of 
himself and 11 otlier eolleagues on the Working Committee,-intimated that wi^ 
a view to avoiding any embarrasament to 8j. Rose in striking his own tune of 
imlicy at the Tripiiri session of tlie Congress, lie and others of Ids way of think¬ 
ing would like to be relieved of tlie membership of the committee witliin a month, 
which would give Bj. Hose suHicient time lo cnoosu his colleagues. It was stat^ 
that the decision was taken '‘after dne deliberation and mutual consultation 
among the members”. 

Itth. Mahatma Gandhi writing on Jaipur in the Hnrijan stated, “The reader 
should know the distiiudion between the Jaipur struggle and tlie Rajkot one 
The Rajkot struggle is frankly for rosjionsihle Governmont within the State and 
is now for redeeming the Riibu-’s promise to his pco|>le. The Jaipur struggle 
is on a very small and narrow issue. The one political tisso(nation of Jaipur has 
been virtually dec-lared illegal for Uie oirciicu of pleading for responsible 
Governmout.” 

A communal cliLsh ow-iirred at (.^iwn]H)re. following an al.tack on a Hindu 
marriage party whicli was iiroecwrutg with music along Mcstuii Road, near a 
mosque. Curfew order was cnforcal. 

His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir announced a further stage in the 
constitutional advance of Jammu and Kashmir Bhitu at Jammu, in the form of 
a proclamatiou. 

12th. The communal riot at CawiijHire assumed alarming proportion : 19 persons 
were killed and 14(1 injured. 

Botli Janinalal llajaj^ was arrested on his third attempt to enter Jaipur Btate. 

Uis Excellency Sir liohcrt Reid, Governor of Assam, tentatively agree<l to the 
proiwsal put forward by his Council of Ministers for the abolition of the remain¬ 
ing Commissionorship in the 1‘rovince. 

In the annual reixirt of the Department of Industries, Bengal, for 1938-.39, there 
was n reference as to tlic growing industritil consciousness among the educated 
classes in Bengal. 

tath. The communal riot at Cawnporo showed signs of abating : 29 persons wore 
believed to have been killed and alKiut 220 injured as tlie result of the riot. 

In the United Provinces Assembly. Pandit Goviml Ballalih Pant, the l*rcmier, 
in his statement on the riots, sounded a warning tiuit stem action would be 
taken not only against the actual ofl'cndcrs but against Uiose who by their action 
caused panic or disorder. 

Khawiija Sir Nasirauddin, Home Minister, Bengal, replying to an adjournment 
motion in the Bengal TjCgislative Council, made a slatcmcut denying that there 
were any communal riots in the Noakhali Distrii^t. 

In the Council of State (New Dcllti) Sir Jagmlish Prasad replying to a question 
by Mr. Brijlal Blyani, said that as far as the Governmout of Imua were aware, 
there were no statutory social restrictions on Indians resident in the various 
colonics and dominions. 

14th. la Rulers and 20 Ministers met in conference m Calcutta to take stock of 
the position in the Eastern States Agency 'J’hc llaja Sahib of Saraikella said, 
“Wo arc here to-day, to discuss the dot-ails of a possible form of constitution, 
which will meet the needs of the situation and will be workable in 1-ho peculiar 
circumstances of the States.” 

The Central Assembly passed Mr. K. JI. Kazmi’s Bill to consolidate the law 
relating to divorce for Moslem women. 

In the Orissa Assembly, thc^ plight of the co-operative movement in North 
Orissa was voiced, when the Orissa Moneylenders’ Bill was discussed. 

In the Bombay Assembly, Mr. A. B. Latthe, Finance Minister, in presenting 
the Budget aunoiincod that complete proliibition would be introduced in Bombay 
Oty and suburbs from August 1, 1939; tills would result in a loss of lis. 
lakhs (in icvenue). 
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^lie Bihar Asacmiily adoiitol dm Finance Minister’s motion for circulating the 
Muuicit_>al Amendment IMII for eliciting public opinion. 

Pandit Jiiwharlul Nehru, in his presidentini address to the Alblndia Stales’ 
Pcoitlcs Conference ut Ijiidliinna said llmt the StntcB were setting die face for 
India, and said that ‘‘die Congress will ccriniidy inteiwene in State if the 
India (ioTcrnmcnt intervene to crush the |)eoplc.” 

15th. His Excellency Sir Maurice Hallctt, K. C. S. I., C. I. E., was appointed to 
bo the Govcruoi of the United I'rovhiecs from December, 1939 and the Hon. Sir 
F. A. Stewart, K. 0. I. E., C. S. I., to be Governor of Bihar from Dajomber, 19.39. 

In tlic Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Finance Minister, Mr, Nalini Itanjan 
Sarkar, in introducing the liudget Estimates for 1939-10, announced that be 
would introduce two taxation measures tltiring the session of the Assembly, 
calculated to yield additional revenue of Its. 12 lakhs a year; (1) a betdug tax 
on dog-raciiig and (2) an ungraduaUvl tax of Its. 3U a year on professions, trades 
and callings ami employ men ts, cxcinptiiig those who do not pay income-tax. 

'I'lic Central Assembly )uis8c<l a non-ollicial resolution urging encouragement of 
the mannfaetiirc of nnitc.hcs ns a cottage industi^ by increasing the rebate on 
hand-made matches and reducing the license fees on producing concerns. 

ICtli. In the Central Assembly, there was a general debate on the Eailway Budget, 
a variety of questions ranging from major jwlicy, tinances, rates and construction, 
to insignilhsint detidi of orgnnisation made the proceedings rather lively. 

In tlic Indian Hoads (hmgress, in Ctalculla, inten.-sting information about roads 
in India was revealisl ; the first two impcrs were ; “fcloils in relation to roads’’ 
liy Mr. G. \V. 1>. Ilrcadar, J/istrict I'.iigincor, Ourdaspur and ■•The use of soil 
stabilisation in immcullcd and mclallHl roads in India” by Mr. 8. It. Mchra. 
Tlie fact Mint only one tliird of India’s rotuls were metalled was stressed in 
anotlicr japer, 

'I'he agrarian (lispiitc in the Burdwan lUsIrit-t (Bengal) against the payment of 
Canal <lucs . ulniinatid in tlm arrest of l.S volunteers including the leatlcrs of a 
group of 8ai .vagi aids. 

His E-valled Highness flic Ni/iun of lljileraliad issued a firman containing an 
appeal for unity and public co-<ipciiilion with (.lie Government of Hyderabad. 

I7th. Mr. V. 1>. Siivarkur, I’rcsidcut tif the All-India Hindu Mahnsabho, addressing 
the Hindu l^abl a IVmfcrcm'e at Klnilna, strongly critieized the policy of the 
Congress Goveriimoiits of placating Mahomislans at the cost of Hindus, in the 
provinces where (Im latter were in a niajoiity. 

His Excellency tlm Governor of ikaigal acccpled tlic rcsignnlion of the IIoii. 
8liamsmldiii Alimcd us a iiicmlicr of liic CHiniicil of Ministers. 'J'hero was a 
rciUatiilmtion of ..ortrolLos. 

At the All-Jnilia S'atcs I'v-.iplcs’ Cloiifcrcnce, at Ludhiana, the nfiairs in various 
Hiales, irtirti'-nlnriy liajkot, Jaipur and Hyderabad were discussed at IcngUi. The 
conference coiiciuiled its session. 

Loading nioiiiliers ot the 1‘raja Maiuhil. Jaipur State, were sentenced to various 
terms of ini!>riso-imciit. 

Om Afaiidli Al'iiirs ; 'I'lio lligli Court coiiHisting of Justices C. M. Ijobo and 
E. Weston, deliicriiig judgment at Kaiaclii, held that on the material before 
tiicm, there was notldiig to show lliat the (hn Mundli was being run for any 
wrongful imriMise^. 'J'Jicy, liowover, remarked tliat as tlio jircsciit ap]>licalioii (of 
Om Itadkc) was not served on the i>ai'e.nts of the girls, they could not do aiiy- 
lldng ill tile inaMcr, and dismissed tlic same. (It may be recalled that in a 
reecut ease, wli.ire two parents wrve*! Lnkliraj for the restoration of their 
daughters, tlm gills made seiisatiuiial iillegalions in Uic court against I.ekliruj. 
The Hindus in tlic Province liuld nnmeruim protest meetings urging tlm Govern¬ 
ment to ban tlic Om ifundli and ilenoiiiiccd il as “subversive of the sanctity of 
family life.”) 

18Ui. Mahatma Gnndlii wrote two articles in tlm Uurijan, one on Q'ravancore and 
the other on Hyderabad Slate, advising that the Hyderabad Btato Congress 
sboiild eoiitiiiiic tlm suspension of tlie Hatyjigraha niovcmeiit. 

Tim Bind Jtiidgot revealed a siirptiis of Its, 0,(i8,UX). 

In tlm Council of Btate, tlie Kiulway Binlget was discussed ; Mr. Hostun Imam 
urged that tlm Itoilway Ilepartincnt would make all eflorts to increase revenue 
and reduce expenditure. 
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In the U, P. Assembly, the Premier gave tlie oificial estimate of the easuallies 
at Cawnporc, as 42 killed and about 2U) injured. Borne 890 persons had licen 
arrested. 

10th. The Bengal Hindu Sabha Conference at Khulna eoneluded its session after 
several resolutions aiming at the achievement of solidariiy among Jlindus wore 
passed. Mr. Bavarkar presided. 

’ Khan Bahadur M. Aaiaul Haqiie, Viec-Clioiuellor, Cahuilta University, in 
opening the Nadia district ])riraary school tea'-hers’ c-onference laid stress on the 
importance of primary education in the building up of a nation. 

Uis Highness the Aga Khan said at Karachi, that he held the view that the 
advent of Federation was certain, thon^i it may not bn diriist on ,an unwilling 
India. There would be substantial mouifications. Mis Highness also said that 
he had been working for iJindn Muslim unity. 

20th. In the Bihar Assembly, tlie Budget revealiHl “just balanced” estimates, only a 
surplus of Its. 7o,0CK) being capectcrl. 

Paitdit .Tawharhd Nehru had a long talk with Mahatma Gandhi at Wardha, 
during which they reviewed the situation arisiug from the rc-clcction of Bj. Buhhas 
Chandra Bose as tlie I’rcsident. 

His Ilighuosa the Oaekwar of Baroda issued a )irocIaination announcing 
Reforms in die State—tlie creation of an enlarged Dhara Habha with an elected 
majority based on a wide territorial fraiulusc. 

hist. In the Central Assembly, Sir G. S. Ba)))ai, in reply to Mr. T. B. Avanashilin- 
gam Cbcttiar, stated that the Central Advisory Board of l<klncalion had generally 
approved the principle of the Wardha scheme which was one of location 
through activity. 

22Bd. Thirteen of the iiflocn members of (he AlMixlia Congress Working 
Committee resigned from tlic Committee following an informal (conference with 
Mahatma Gandhi at Wardha. niey were ; Bardar Vallabbliai Pntcl, Maulnna 
Abul Kalam Asad, Dr. Itujciidra I’rosad, Mrs. Borojini Naidii, Mr. B. 
Desai, Dr. P. Sitaramayya, Mr. S. Deo, Mr. II. Mchtnb, Mr. Krmahmi, 
Khan Abdul Gaflar Khan, Mr. J. Danlatram, Mr. Bajaj and I’andit Nehru. 
The principal reasons for the resignations were dilTerenccs with Bj. Subhas 
Chandra Bose over the policy of the Ckmgrcss and Uie feeling tliat Bj. Bose 
should be free to choose a Cidiiiiet that reprtiscnled his views. Bardar Patel 
and his colleagues stressed iii Uieir commiinicatiun to Bj. Busc that the timo 
had come for the Cougress to have a clear cut policy, not based on a compromiso 
between differing groups in the part}'. 

In the Bengal Legislalivo t\mncil, the Budget was discussed critically, 
the European Group accorded its supiHtrt to the }<'iiinu(-e Minisicr. 

In the Central Asscinldy, the cut motion moved to discuss the "inade¬ 
quate representation of Moslems in the railway services” was passed without 
a division. 

28ird. The death <K-curral in Calcutta of His Excellency I^ord Bralionrnc, 
Governor of Bengal. Many tributes were ])ni(l to His hlvcellciu^y in botli 
Houses of the Central Legislature. Following the death of f.ord Brabuiinic, the 
King approved of the appointment of Bir B. N. Jtcid, Governor of Assam, 
to act as Governor of Bengal and Mr. Henry Joseph Twyanham, Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to act ns Governor of Assam. 

In the Bihar Assembly Mr. Jamuiia Karji [ Congress ) speaking on 
die Budget, reiterated the charge that the Ministiy was bent upon appointing 
non-Bibaris. 

In the U. P. Assembly, the I’lcmier indicated that one of the interesting 
features of his Budget would be tlie revision of tlic scale of jiay and of tho 
conditions of service of all low paid employees of the Government and not 
merely of iiolice constables. 

Mr. M. N. Roy, presiding over the Burma Valley Youth Conference at 
Bylhct, observed, 'The field of iKilitical activity of all the radicals and revolu¬ 
tionaries is the Congress. It has grave defects, and radicals insido it experience 
^'eat difficulties in working according to tlicir will and conscience. But tlie 
t/ongress is a mighty instrument creiitod by Uie masses. It must be utilized 
for the liberation of the masses. If tliat task is luglccted by the radicals, it 
may be utilized by others as an instniracnt agoiut the masses.” 
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24th, Sir Robert Reid a>!8iimnfl ehnrf^o o« Ciovernor of Benpnl. 

In the Uiutcd I'rovineeB Assembly, the lUidgct ghoweil a deficit oi Rb. 45 
InkliB. 

In tl»e Central ABscinbly, Sir (.1. S Raji'ni (Secretnrjr. Eijneation, liwulh 
and Lands lloiairtmeiil) iimde a Blatenient on the Bitiiation in Spiitii Africa 
with regard to the. jn-oiKised land legislation in South Africa affwling Indians 
resident in the Unii-n. 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement annonneine his decision to go to 
Rajkot on a “niission of I'cace”; the Satyogrnlui in Rajkot State was 
suspended. 

In the Orissa Assi'mbly, the Rndgct reveidiil a deficit of Rs. 18,35.000. _ 

In the Romlmy Ijegislative Council, tlie ISndget I'.roposBls wm'e disciisstHl. 
Pi’of. C. Mahajniii, while welcoming the rural uplift and ediicatioiial jioUcieB 
of the Government, criticised their taxation proiiosals, which, ho thought, would 
lead to economic finimciol disaster. 

Mahatma Gundid contributed thrt'O articles in the Ilarijan on evenls in three 
States, Travanc(ire, Limhdi ami Jaipur ; ilie first advised tlie Travnneore 
Slate Coiigrmmen to ensure complete uoii-violenee before embarking on a 
Satyagraha. 

aeth. Sj. Subhas (Ihandra Rose, tlic CVmgriisa Rresident, neeepted the resignation 
tendered by 13 memhers of tlie Congress Working Coinmitloe. In view’ of the 
acceptance of the aliore resignations, the Cmigri'ss Rarliamcntary ,Sub-Committee 
stood dissolved. Mr. .1. 1!. Kripalani’s nppoinlnient ns General Secretary 
of the All India Congress t.k)mmitlee also tcrminaicil with tlie acceptance of 
his resignation. As a result of the dissoluliou of the Congress rariiamontary 
sub-Oommittcc the I'owcr of the Committee were vcstetl in the remaining two 
members of the Working ('ommittoo. Rrovisionnl ormngement were being made 
to appoint a Congress leader to take charge from Mr. Kripalani. 

27th. Si. Subhas Chnndra Bose, ia his letter accepting Uie resignations of the 13 
memiicra of tl»o Congress Working Committee, hoixid tliat the leaders would 
give him eo-operatiou and assistance in Utc discharge of Lis duties as the Con¬ 
gress I'rc.<iidcnt. 

In the Bengid I.egi8liitive Asseraidy, there was an atmosphere of excitement 
and lively debate when tlie House met to consider the Calcutta Munici¬ 
pal Amcndmoiit Bill. 

In tlie I’unjiib Is'gislative Assembly, tlie Budget Estimates for l'.l39-40 revealed 
a snr|)luH of Rs. (1 lakbs. 

The Assam Political tjonferenco at Uolaglmt ndoplerl a riwlntion opiiosing tlic 
proi oswl Federal scheme eoiitaiiicd in Uie Government of India Act. 

28lh. IHs Exi'olletiey the Viceroy, sfK'aking at a Blnic hnmiuet at .Tnipiir, said that 
the inaintenancc of good relations iiclwcen a Ruler nnu his subjects was more 
imiKKtant to-day thmi ever. 

in the Central Assomhly, Sir James Grigg, Finance Member presented his 
last Ihulgot. He annomiecd only a single measure of fresh luxation—the 
doubling of Uie Cus oms duty on inn>orUMl raw cotton. 


March 1939 

Chief Events -Mahatma Gandhi’s fast on Rajkot issue—Communal 
clashes in a number of U. P. Towns and noar Calcutta—52nd. Session of 
the Indian National Congress at Tripuri : tho Pant Resolution on 
Congress Leadership discussed : Sj. Bose’s ‘aspersion’ on old Working 
Committee memhers regretted ; President’s plan of an Ultimatum to tho 
British Goveroment rujocted—Annual session of the Chamber of Princes 
at New Delhi—Satyagiaha in Travaucoro State. 

Ifct. His Execlleney Bir George laimlcy. Governor of Bombay, inaugurating the 
Inter-TJniversities Conference in Bombay, emphasised “the imjiortaut and decisive 
part" which liidiitu llnivei sides would have to play at this “most interesting 
and vital period of Indian history.” 
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Ilis Excellency the Viceroy, in hia sjiecch at the State banquet in Jodhpur, 
said, 'Tlio decision ns to the accession to the Federation of India is one for 
your Highness to take, and neither in tlie case of Jodhmu' nor in the case of 
any other State will any pressure in regard to tliat dccisiou be brought to bear 
upon a ruler.” 

Registration of foreigners in British India was proiioscd in a Bill published 
in a Gazette of India Extraordinary. 

Mr. Biswanath Das, th e Or issa rremior, in replying to the Budget discussion 
in the Assembly, pointed out the need fur sacrifices by the rich in favour of 
die poor. 

Mr. Mohtui Lai Baxena, Mr. Salyanarain Binha, Pandit K. D. Palliwal and 
seven other members of the Central Assembly and also members of the 
AiMndia Congress Committee sent a letter from New Delhi to Brijut Bubhas 
Chandra Bose, urging him to withdraw, or substantiate, the charges made by 
him against the members of titc Working Committee before the next meeting 
of &o A. 1. C. 0. 

The Madras Andhra District Congress Working Committee jiasscd a resolution, 
expressing complete coiifiilcnce and implicit faith in Maliatma Gandhi's 
leadership appe^ing to him to conttnuo to lead the country in its light for 
freedom m tlie same maimer as before. 

2nd. Mahatma Gandhi decided to niiderfoke a fast if the demands submitted to 
the Rajkot administration were not (ronsidered—Maliatma Gandhi wrote a letter 
to Uic Durbar embodying his final proisisals for a compromise. 

The Conference of Indian nniversitii's held in Bombay, resolved that it was 
not desirable to shorten tJic (cnglh of the Degree Course. 'J'lte eonfercui'C also 
discussed the iwsibility of greater eo-oiicraiion between tlie UnivetKity and tlie 
broadcasting authorities for organizing educational programmes. 

Several problems of great inagiiiludc with whieli the Government of Itnlia 
was confronted in Imlia, wore refmed to in a sjiectdi by Lord J^etlaud, the 
Secretary of Slate for ImUa, S|ieukiiig at the dinner of the Liverpool CJiamber 
of Commerce, lie said Uievc was at present a little trouble, going on in Indio, 
but it concerned the India of tlie Princes .rather Uian the provinees of British 
India. There liad been some trouble lictwecn the ITinces and thdr subjccls. 

Maliatma GainUii started liis fust at Buikot. 

At Ciiwuiiorc, 111 the course of a clash, live persons were killed mid ten injured. 

Sir George Campliell, in his pivcsideiilial tuldress at the nnnnol general meeting 
(in Culcui.la) of Uic Bengal Chamhur of Commerce, dealt with varions matters 
relating to trade, eonimoree and industry in India. 

Bj. Bnbhaa Chaiidra Bose, tlongress President, issncil a statement replying 
to the various ebrnges made against liini after the I’rcsidciilial election by 
several members of the Congress Working Committee. Bj. Bose repeat^ his 
appeal to Pandit Nehru to sliakc off his vacillation and give a hold mid eorrcc.t 
lead to all the Radical and Progressive forces in the country and assured Pandit 
Nehru of his loyal ami ardent sniqxirt. 

At the Conference of Indian Universities in Bombayj it was resolved Uiat the 
medium of instruction at the different stages of education up to and including 
the Degree Course shoulil, as far as jiossible, be the molhci- tongue of Bio student. 

At the animal session of the JaniuU'nl-Ulenm-i-Hind Conference, wliich opened 
at New Delhi, Dr. Bhankatullah Bliali Ansuri, Chuirromi of llic Rcceiilion Com¬ 
mittee, in Ids address drew tlie aUenlion of the ulemas to the “ciitical situation” 
through which the Muslims of India were passing in the struggle lor freedom. 

4th. Mahatma Gandhi continued his fast at Rajkot. Tho Prime Ministers of the 
United Provinces, Bihar, Orissa, the Central jT'ovinccs mid Bind sent telegrams 
to tho Viceroy requesting the Crown representative to intervene in Rajkot in 
view of the situation created by the Maliatma’s fast. 

The Advisory Council of llajkot in a statement to the Press expressed the 
view that Mahatma Gandlii’s letter to tho Thakur Baheb **18 tantamount to 
an ultimatum and contains unreasonable demands, the acceptance of which prac¬ 
tically mean surrender by the 'i'hakorc Balicb of his rights as the Ruler of the 
State in obedience to outside dictation. 

The illness of Bj. Subhna Chamlra Bose took a serious turn ; his temperature 
shot up to 104 d^ecs, with all the former painful depressing symptoms. 

In a number of towns in tlie Dnilcd Provinces, tnete were several instances 
of Hindu Moslem clashes; the situation was particularly serious iu Blares 
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■where the iwlico had to open fire on riotous mobs. Curfew was enforced in the 
City. In (.!awii|>ore. tlicro were ■! stray assniilts rcsnltin); in two doiiUis. 

The visit of tJie Viceroy tiixl laxly Linlil^ow to Jodhpur was concluded. His 
Excollenc.y then visited Ud.nipur and speakiu}; at the Stale banquet stated that 
the development of a (larticular form of eonsiitution for a State was a matter 
for the Killer himself. 

Mahatma (landhi commented in the Harijan upon the settlement arrived at 
between tiic Itamdurg Praja Saugh anil the Hitler of Kamdiirg, a small State in 
tJio lloinbay Kaniatnk area■■-Uicrc was an opiHisition to tliis settlement by cortiun 
extremist sections. 

5th. Matnitma Oaudhi continued his fast at Itajkot: numerous messages not only 
from individuals but from some of the 1‘roviiteuil (.lovcrumcnts were sent to the 
Viceroy to intervene. The Provincial Ministries of Kombay, IJiliar, the Central 
Provinces and of si'me others tlireatoncd to resign, if action was not taken to 
prevent the conlinuiitioii of tlic fast by the .Maliatiiin. 

Sj. Sublias (Iiandiii Hose, ignoring mcilical advice iinil looking extremely weak, 
left IJoiyrali sUidon for Tripuri, to preside over the Congress. 

A serious iliiidu Mosloiii fracas broke out at Cossiporc, near Calcutta: a 
groiqi of .Hindi’s were celubraiing koli at tbe innclion of Cossiimrc Hoad and 
(inn and Shell h'actory Hoad wiiii band and innsie, Wlieii an allcreafion arose 
between the membeis of this |)urly and Moslems, stone throwing followed and 
soon a fracas vves in iirogre!*s whuh was promptly c.heckod hy the itolice. 

'J'heru was fnrihor grave coiiimnnal lioling at Henarcs ; the police and troojis 
had to oi<!n lire on several oecasiiMis to ilisisirse riotous mobs. 

Swiimi Saliiija nimhi Sarasnati, President, All India Kishan Babba addressing 
several^ inecUngs at Jiibbnl|airc snggeshHl to iicasaiiis to organiitc ti march to 
Tripuri to place their giLevaiices beforo the dclcgaiCH and leaders of the l.k)ngrcBS. 

6th, Sj. Btibhas f.'liamlra Hose, Congress I’rcsidcnt, arrived at Tripuri: he liad 
earlier detrained at .lnbliul|>ovc and from tlience, he travelled in an nmbnhineo ear, 

'I'hc fourth ilay of Maimtiua (iamihi’s fast.. His lilxcellency the Viceroy rctiirmHl 
to New Itellii, having curtailed iiis Unjpntaaa lour in view of the situation 
evealed liy the Maliatma’s fast, 'I'he Viceroy rct’cvveil a telegram from Mahatma 
(hiudlii ill ids reply to His E.xcellency’a message. 

Ill a series of commumil elashes in mill districts near Ctilcntta, comprising 
Kailiati, Tittagaih, Kliarduli, Kiimarhati, in the .Ibirrai-kpore siili'division, and 
Matialiruz, near Cardeu Heach, one man was kllliHl and nearly 'Jl!} ]!eoj>lc were 
iiijurcil. 

'I’hc Provincial Hoard of Anglo-Imlian and European Education, Bengal, dealt 
with a number of important qnesliuns at Ibeir meeting at Writers’ Building, 
Calcutta. 

'I'hc Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill wns in the cud referred to a select 
oommittoe without division, despite rcncwoil attempts by the Congress to hold 
up tlic proccoiliugs of the Ilcngal yVsscnibly. 

The Assam Provincial Moslem Btudciits’ Confcrcnco wns liold at Sylhet. 
Mr, Abdul Matin Choudhnri (cx-Ministcr) presided, 

7th. Mahatma Gandhi broke his fust on the receipt of an assitnincc from the 
Viceroy that the 'riiakoto Bidicb of Itiijkot would carry out the promises 
contained in Ins notification and that His Excellency would exert his influence 
to SCO that he did so. Maliatina GainUii said that Ids heart was at 'JTinnri, but 
he had work w do at Rajkot, the problem of the Btate brooked no delay. It 
would not do to tinker with it. 'riic Princes must lake heroic measures. 

'liio All India Congress Commillec wet at 'rripuri. Maulana Abnl Kalam 
Azad, as the seiiiorinost C-N-Prcsitlciit, oi’ciipicil the chair in the absence of Bj. 
Bnbbas Chandra Bose, who could not attend owing to Uic state of his 
health; mot es were afoot to patch up tJic difl'erenccs which divided the Congress 
(luring the presidcnliid election. Acharya J. B, Kripalmii presented the annual 
report. 'I'he T.cf(ists submitted to Pandit Nolirii Inc draft of a resolution on 
Feileration, eliminating the suggestions of mi ultimatum to the British Govern¬ 
ment., and demanding the original resolution of anything savouring of censure 
on Congress jiolii y so far pursued. 

In tile Bengal. Tx'gislative Assembly, Mr. Nidini Eaiijnn Sarcar, Finance 
Minister, iutiodn .ed the Finance Bill seeking to ruiso additional revenue by 
imposing an iingrmluatcd tax of Ks. 30 per annum on trades, professions, call¬ 
ings and employments, leaving out of its scope those who do not pay income 
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tax. The measure met with Btrong ottitosition from Ckmi^ress and Krisak I’roja 
merabofB who sought delaying its consideration by motions for cirunlatio]i and 
reference lo a select CXminittcse. 

In the Central Assembly, the llajkot crisis and Tripuri Congress Committee 
attracted most of the Congress mcmlicrs. The Ih'osidcnt admitted Mr. Abdul 
Qiiaiyum’s adjournment motion on Kenya. The motion sought to dismiss the 
failure of the tlovernmcnt of India to secure the amendment of the existing 

E mdieo with regard to the alienation and transfer of lands in the Kenya 
ighlands to Indiana and the dusqiiieting fact that non'British European 
subjects will receive iirefcrential treatment ns against Inilians. 

8th. Sj. Stibhas Chandra Bose presided over the All-India Congress Committee 
meetinf? at 'rripuri-he lay on an invaliil’s chair carrLisl by Congress volunteers. 
Main interest centred round the ilismission of a resolution sixmsorcd by I’andit 
O. R. Rant, which expressed conlidciicc in the old Working Committee and 
urgeil >Sj. Bose to nominate the new Working Committee according to Mahatma 
Gandhi’s wi hes. 

In the Central Asamuldy, Bir James Grigg, Finance Member made a 
spirited reply to his critics wlien the House rcsuincil general discussion on the 

Ihidgct..Mr. Brojendra Narayun Chaudhiiri felt Umt the budget of this 

country were cutirely snhscri’ient to the two “Ls”, namely Ijondon and Ijaiica- 
shire, whose interest it was to see that no substantial changes were introduced 
in the Budget. 

9th. 'fhe A. I. C. C. at Tripuri again discussed the residnlion wliich expressed 
confidence in the ohl Working Committee, and urged Bj. Bose to nominate the 
new Working Committee according to Mahatma Gandhi’s wishes. Sj. Bubhas 
Citandra Bose said that B the mover of the resolution had in mind tlint he (Bj. 
Bose) had cast any asiicfsions, he would like to repeat what he had said in nii 
early statement that he had never cast any nsimrsions against any member of the 
Working Committee, and that ho had never tloubtcd the bonafides of any member 
of that (Jommiitee. 

Maliatraa Gandhi oonforred for two honrs with rc)>rc8cntativeB of the I’raja 
rarishad at Kajkot, on their future work. He wrote a letter to Mr. G. C. Gibson, 
Fresident, Western India Btates urging tlie withdrawal of the emergency regula¬ 
tions and lifting of the ban on ncw6|>npcrH. 

In the .'Vssnin liCgislativc Assembly, the Budget Estimates for 1939-10 revealed 
a deficit of Us. 17,39,0(0. 

10th. The 52nd. session of llio Indian National Congress opened in a tense 
atmosphere, following a adverse vote against the I’rcsidcnt’s group in the Bubiccts 

(V)miuittee earlier in tlic <lay....Tlie _ I’rcKidcnt Bj. Bubhas Chandra liose 

did not attend tlie oiieiiing session, in view of the slate of Ids health and 
hlatdana Abul Kaliun Azad, as tlie seniorinost ex-l’residcnt, took ibe chair. 
Hj. Bubhas Chandra Bose <Muld not presiilc over the meeting of the Bubjccls 

Committee,.Manlana .\/,ad })rcsided : the agenda before the Committee 

included Ibinclit Goviiida Ibdlabh I’ant’s reply to the debate on his resolution, 
which regrcttcil the ‘tispersious’ cast agiunst the members of the old Working 
Committee, reitcratiHl faith in the i-olicy and programme hitlicrto pursued 
under the giiid-'iiicc of Mnliatma Gaixlhi, and recommended that tlie president 
should nominate the NVorking Committee for the year, in accordance with 

Maliatma Gandhi’s wishes.AH amendments were rcjoctc-d and randit 

Pant’s resolution was accepted by 5?]8 votes to 133. Bj. Bose, in his in'esidcntial 
address, refcrrcii to the events leading to the resignation of the Working Com¬ 
mittee, nn<l said that his speech hatl to bo brief under o.xtriiordinary circumstances. 
The main issue he touohod ou was Federation. He said : ‘T must give clear and 
iincquivocal expression to what I have been feeling for some time past. The time 
has come to raise the issne of Bwaraj and submit our national demands to the 
Biilisli Government in the form of an ultimatum.” 

Maliatma Gaudlii in an npiioal to tlic Unjkot public recapitulated the history 
of the Btates’ notifications and tlie corresiioiulence between the Viceroy and him¬ 
self and the happy termination of his fast. He cmpliasi/.od that he had inten¬ 
tionally omitteil the publishing of other materials known to him. He urged the 
nwl of truth and non-violence in the administration and in individual dealings. 

In Bio Bengal legislative Council the Home Minister introduced tiio Calcutta 
and Bubarban Police (Amendment) Bill. Opposition speakers launched a strong 
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attack against the measure and accusod tlic Onvernmont of interfering with the 
fundiiinciiUd riglits and liberties of tlie iteople. 

11th. Tlie OoiiKres^s lirogramino was altered in view of a grave turn in Sj. Bubhas 
Ohtvndra liosc’s illiK^ss. Bj. Hose remarked to I’andit Nehru, "1 Imvo not come 
here to in Jubbulporc ; I woiiltl much rather die hpo ho 

removed clscwlu;rc before Uio session is over.” Tmmodiatoly after the Subiwts 
Committee meeting, and before the ojicn session of the Congress all Gandhion 
leaders visited Hj. Ikisc, and informed him tliat tlu!y_ had decide to delete frota 
randit Govintl ihilLibh I’ant’s resolution, juisscd in the Bubjeets Committee 
meeting on tJic idlL., Uio jiortion relating to tiic expression of rt^ret at the 
‘‘aspersions’* cast on certain past memlasrs of the Congress executive. The leaders 
also decided not to pul the resolution licforc the plenary session of the Congress 
blit to refer it to tlie ,\11-In<lia Committee, to be taken np at a fiitnro convenient 
dale. The business of major importance in t.lic Bnlijects Committee was the 
disenssion of I’andit .Tawbaiial Nehru’s ‘ naliomd demand”. It was on anti* 
Feileralion resolution mierating uncoinprumisiug opposition to the l‘'c(}eral part 
of the Government of India Act and determination to resist its imposition. 

Jir. Puttavi iSitaram.ayya, I’resident of the Andliia Provincial Congress Com¬ 
mittee reccivcil an informalioii tliat .fHi women were arrested following a lathi 
charge on women batyagraliis at Kalipatuam village, in the West Godavari 
District. „ . 

Khan Bahadur A/izul Ifaiiiie, Viec-Chaiicellor Calc.utla University in course of 
his atldress at tlie auiiiial convocation, muile a s)>iritcd defence of the achieve¬ 
ments and gifts of the CalciitUi ITnivorsity against uninformed critics. 

Tile I’rinees held a private juwHing (at New Delhi), at which the situation 
arising out of tlie agitation against the Indian Blates was tlioroughly disenssed; 
the meeting coiisidered certain proposals reganling internal reforms in the States. 

Tn tlie Assani Legislative Coiineil (Up)H!r House), there was a full debate on 
the Budget. 'Tlio dominant note in various sjieechcs was the wont of adequate 
provision made in tlie Budget for tackling tlie serious unemploymeut existing in 
the province. , . , ^ 

Mr. R. N. Nioolls, (Chairman, Darjeeling Branch of the European Association, 
outlincil at the annual general meeting at Darjeeling, the principal matters that 
tlie Committee liad worked on during the past year. 

12th. The 52nd. session of the Indian National Congress concluded, Pimdit Pant’s 
resolution on Congress Icadersliip was luissed by an overwliclming majority. Tlie 
rcBOlnlion regrcttiS. the ‘'asiKsrsioiis” i-ast against tho members of the old Work¬ 
ing Committee, reiterated faitli in tlic iwlic.y and programme hitherto pursued 
under Bie guidance of Mahatma Gandhi and recommended that the I’rosident 
should nominate the Working Committee for tlie yearj in accordance with 
Mahatma Gandhi’s wishes : voting was by show of hands. IJie Bocinlists remained 
ncntral. 'file session rejected half a dozen amendments (including Mr. K. F. 
Nariman’s mo'ion that in view of the alarming state of the lh:c8iaent|s health 
the considoration of Pandit Pant’s resolution bo ])OBtixmod till the President was 
in a lit condition to attend the meeting). _ _ , . ^ 

The decision of tho greatest imjiort was the rejection of the Congress President’s 
plan of an ultiraatnin to tho British Government, in order to ensure that the 
ingress demand, common to both groups, was met within a prescribed time¬ 
limit.—Sj. Barat Chandra Bose suggcstal a time _ limit of six mouths, but 
Pan^t Jawliarlal N^ru said that tlicy would bo deceiving themselves if they 
thought that they could win their freedom from tlie British Government by 
using high soumiing phrases and worils. What was required was aii 
enunciation iii clear terms of tlic “national demand”, and preparation for the 
struggle through ))urifying and streiigthcuiiig the Congress organization. 'This 
view was accepted by the Congress in tlie form of a long resolution, defining 
the Congress demand. 

18th. His Excellency tho Viceroy oixined tho session of tho Chamber of Princes at 
New Delhi. Over 50 Hiding Princes and Chiefs were present. 

In tho Central Assembly, Bir /iauddiii Ahmed moved tho first of the Moslem 
League Party’s cut motions, in order to discuss the inadequate representation of 
Moslems in tho Central services, other tiinn the Railways, 

14th. Sj. Bubhas Chandra Bose on his way back to Calcutta from Tripoli was 
detained at Dhaubad owing to his iU-health. 
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The Jam BaUb of Nawanagar, Chancellor, Chamber of Princes in thanking 
Tlis Excellency the Viceroy for presiding at the annual session of the Chamber 
of Princes, statedi “The Indian Princes are not averse to progress in their 
States with due regard to local condition and resources but we deny the right 
of any party from outside to dictate to us or to coerce us in the matter of 
constitutional reforms in our States.” 

In ^e Bengal IjCgislativo Assembly, the Premier made an emphatic denial 
that the Government were without a j)olicy or programme in the nmtter of 
primary education, in reply to Dr. Syama Prosad Miikhcrji, ex-Vice-chancollor 
of the Calcutta Ilnivorsity. 

At Faridpur, resolutions urging the establishment of branches of the Hindu 
Sabha in every union of Faridpur district atid the organization of gymnasiums 
in every village, were passed at a public meeting of Hindus under the 
presidency of Rai Bahadur Taralc Chandra Ohatterjee. 

The Bengal Government sustained a defeat in the Bengal Legislative Council, 
in connexion trith the Calcutta Police and Subarban Amciulment Bill, 1939, 
which sought to give ])Owcr to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, to depute 
one or more police otlicers to attend any ]>nb1ic meeting tor the purpose _ of 
re|)orting the proceedings of such meetings.—There was a tie over an opposition 
amendment and the President, Mr. B. Mitra cast his vote in favour of the 
amendment.—The amendment was moved by Dr. Badha Enmud Mukberji 
(Congress) and sought to delete the cxidanaliou detiniug a public meeting. 

15th. Ilia Excellency Ate Viceroy rcceivoil Mahatma Gandhi at New Delhi—the 
interview lasted for about 2 hours. 

The Central Assembly resumed discussion of cut motions on the general 
Budget. Mr. B. Biitymiirthi moveit the first of the Congress party cuts to 
censure the Government for their defence ))oiicy and administration. 

The C. P. Budget Estimates for l93S)-40 revealed a surplus of Bs. 126 lakhs. 

The Bengal L^islative Council passed the Calcutta and Subarban Police 
(Amendment) Hill os modified by the iionsc. 

16th. The Committee of seven formed by Mahatma Gandhi before his departure 
for Delhi for uudertakiug work iu the Rajkot State and to launch a drive to 
liquidate illiteracy in the State, bc^an its work. 

Twenty-four persons were committed to the sc-ssions in connexion with the mur¬ 
der of Major U. L. Ilazalgettc, Political .^cnt. Eastern States Agency, at Kanpur. 

In the Central Assembly, when discussion un cut motions was resum^ on 
general Budget, Mr. T. S. A. Ghettiar moved the second of the Congress cuts 
to discuss Uio eouditiuns of Indians overseas. 

In the Punjab Assembly, the Premier, Bir Sikandor Ilyat Khan, replying to 
the general debate on the Budget, made a fervent ujipcal to the Opjiosition 
party to lend him their full co-operation and assistance in cifaciug commuualism 
and the preaching of violence iu Utc province. 

A deputation of Arya Sainajists including Lnla Desbbondhu Gupta and 
Professor Bodhikar waiuxl on Mahatma Gandhi with regard to Arya Bamaj 
Batyagraba in Hyderabad State. 

17th. The Assam Assembly continued discussion of the prineiplos of the Goalpara 
Tenancy Amendment Bill, which was moved for refereneo to a Select Committee 
by the Revenue Minister. 

Mr. B. B. Whitehead, Chairman of the Indian Mining Association, presiding 
at the annual general meeting of tbo Association at the Royal Exchange^ Galcutto, 
surveyed the position of the coal industry. 

In the Biliar Ijegislativo Assembly, the establishment of an Agrioultnral 
College in the province was urged by a “cut” motion, moved against the demand 
under the head, “Agriculturo”. 

His Excellency Sir George Cunningham. Governor of the N. W. F, P., in 
the course of his address, declaring open the New Assembly Chamber, made a 
survey of the various problems facing the Frontier Province. 

The Bind Assembly resumed its Budget session. The Hindu Independent 
Party hold out, due to the allogod failure of the Government to comply wiih 
their demands, tlio number of which increased to eleven. The demands 
included the banning of Uio Om Mandali. the implementry of the premier’s 
assurance n^arding &e asstasment proposals and opposition to the ex pa n aio n of 
the Ministry. 
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18th. In the AsBcmblv, in reply to a question by Mr. Mann Subedor, Sir 

Kcginald Maxwell, Home Member, atiitcd tliat the Government were alive to the 
danger of subversive vropapvnda in tliis country financed from abroad but r%rctt«l 
thas they were unable to divulge publicly the information in their possession. 

In the Urissii Assembly, Talcher refugees and Burma riot figured prominently 
in the course of discussion. 

Mr. Pattom A. T. Pilloi, President, Travancoro State Congress and Mr. G. 
Itamchaudran, member of the Stale Cbngrcss Working Committee and member 
of Bie All-India Congress Committee, were arrested under sec. 40 of the Travan- 
corc Criminal Proci'dnre Code. 

The Assam Assembly jiassed the demand for grants under the head “General 
Administration” but refused tlic Budget provision of lls. 44 , 239 under the head. 
“Commissioners” on a cut motion moved by Manlavi Muhammed Amjad Ali 
(Goalpara). The Government agreed with tliis motion. 


19th. Mahatma Gandhi had a prolongerl talk with a number of former memliers 
of the Working Committee of tlic Congress at New Delhi. 'Ibose present were 
Pandit Juwlmrlal Nehru, Hardar Vallablibhni Patel, Pandit Govind Ballabh 
Pant and Mr. Bhulalihni Desni. A telegram was received from 8j. 8arat 

Chandra Bose, eancclling his (troiioMcd visit..'l‘ho absence of emergency 

provisions in the Congress constitution to deal with an inlerrugnnm during 
which no Working Committee was in existense, formed Uie subject of comment 
and there was a hardening of the oppiidou which was expressed by some at 
Tripuri towanls the close of die Congress session tliat the All India Congress 
Committee should be Hiiminoncd early to deal with the situation. 

On the adviw^ of Mahatma Gandhi the Jaitmr Batyagroha was suspended. 

^ventcen larsons were injured as the result of a communal clash at Dacca. 

In the Bilmr Assembly, speaking on Uic Budget motion for the introduction 
of Khadi ITuitorms for the police, Mr. Kristina BuUabh Bnliay, Parliamentary 
Secretary, declared that Government were prepared to purchase as much Klmoi 
as could Im 5 sui>iiliod by the All-India Spinners’ Association for jioliee uniforms. 

lOtli. In the Bengal T.egislativc Assembly, Khwaju Sir Naxiinuddin, Home Minister, 
in moving for a grant of lls. Ks. 2,ll,.')."),litD for the Polii^e Detiartmcnt gave a 
warning that tlinrc was a class of people in JtongnI who were out to brbig about 
revolution in tlio jiroviuce and to upset the esisiing order of society. 

2l8t. Tlic Assam Legislative Asccmldy passed the demands for grants under die 
heads “Ijand llovcnue", "Adminiitintion of .Insticc” and “iVovindal Excise” 
for suras not exceeding Hs. 27,!l(,l)()0 ; lls. C,9C,'lt)0 and Jls. .3,51,800. 
But the provision in the Budget for tlin appointment of an Advtx^atc-Gencval 
for Assam was anbiect to slrong criticism in tiio Assembly, Tlic Government, 
however, dcfcatol tlie OpiKisiiion. 

In tlio Bihar Assembly, discussion on two cut motions against the demand in 
respect of “Gciural Administration" 0 («upioil the entire day’s sitting. 

The Madras Legislative Assembly voted Uie grant for Miiiislers and General 
Administration. The Builgct grants fur District Administration, Jails, 
Administration of Justice and Police were voted. 


23nd. In the Central Assembly, the urgency of a Ilindn Moslem understanding 
was emphasised by tlio lenders of liotJi Uic Moslem I.cague and Congress 
Party. Mr. M. A, Jinnah dcclarctl Uiat real victory would not come to the 
Congress until they had removed Uic barriers between the two people, while 
Mr, Bhulabhai Desai believed that the diUcremTs were more psychologiiral Uinn 
real and coulidcntly ho])ed that they would march logcUier “to that lilierty which 
is ours.” The Moslem League party remained neutral on the voting in the 
Divorce Bill debate. 

The Government snsttuned a defeat in Uie Central Assembly by 55 votes to 38, 
when Mr. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar moved a rcsolnliou to rmuce a salt duly 
of lls. 1-4 )ier maniul by four niinas. 

In the Bihar Ijcgislativo Assembly, Dr. Bniyid Mahmud, Minister, replying to 
a cut motion, said, “The Government are alive to the seriousuess of rui^ in¬ 
debtedness and arc contemplating relief lucasiires more important and more far 
reaching than a conciliation Bill.” 

In the Punjab Assembly, after a twoilays’ lively debate, the House rejected by 
90 votes to 35, the cut motion of the Congress Piuty to censure the gcncial 
policy of the Government in regard to jail aumiuistrtion in the Punjab. 
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saM. In the Central Assembly, Sir H. 1\ Mody’s amendment to omit the provi¬ 
sion in the Finance Bill to double the import duty on raw cotton was passed 
in the Assembly by 59 votes to 44. The Moslem Lc^ue party remained neutral. 

Dr. J. N. Morgan, K. 0. explained what the position of Indian States 
would bo under Federation, when he delivered bis Tagore TiCcture in the 
University of Calcutta on “Federalism and the Government of India Act.” 

In Lahore, over a hundred Kishtm demonstrators were arrested. A rarty of 
about 2000 Kishans from various villages of the Lahore District collected at the 
Municipal Gardens with the intention of marching to the Assembly Chamber to 
i^cxaA their protest against the increase of land tax. 

Om Mandali Following the failure of Doda Tjekhraj to car^ out the 
Government’s request for the segregation of the males from the premises of the 
Om Mandali, the Government served him with an order under sec. 144, Cr. 
F. 0., to bo in force for a period of 14 days, to abstain from admitting 
female inmates of the said institution to any plu(^o wherein ho may be for the 
time being. “Om Radhe'’^ President of lire Mandali, was directed by another 
order to abstain from admitting male members to the institution. 

24tb. His Highness the Maharaja of Holkar issued an order appointing a Constitu¬ 
tion Committee, with Bai Bahadur Itangilal, .Judicial Minister, as convenor, to 
report on what lines local sclf-Governmcut should be developed in the Btate 
and in what manner the constitution of the I^islative Council should he 
revised and reformed so as to ensure increasing association of the people with 
the administrative machinery, due r^ard being paid to local conditions and 
the requirements and circumstances of tlie Bhite.—'lire Committee consisted 
of four oilicials and seven non-olUcials, the latter including the president of the 
Indore Praja Mandal. 

Om Mandali atTairs: Badhu Yaswani, the leader of tiie Batyagralia movement 
against tiie Om Mandali, and 3(1 volunteers including 12 lames were taken into 
custody by the (lolicc when they attomi>tcd to march in a procession to tho 
Secretariat in defiance of tlie Government order. 'Jlic District Magistrate served 
an order under sec. 144 Cr. P. C. on Kiullin Yaswani and otiiers. 

In tho Bind Assembly Kao Bahib Gokuldas moved on adjournment in 
connexion with Badhu Yaswani’s arrest.—Supporters of the motion v^eracntly 
opposed tho promulgation of an order under Bee. 144 against tho Satyograhis, 
who they said were ol)sei-vuig absolute non-violence. They insisted that the 
“Om Mandali” should he banned. Bhcikh Abdul Majid (Muslim I.icague) 
suggested the bringing in of noct^sary legislation to ban tJic institution, if there 
was no legal provistun at present. Bit Gluilam ITussain Hidayatullah, Minister 
for Law and Order, oiqiosing tho motion said: The (iovernment had to 
protect the civil liberties of all. Uie llindn lndci>cndeuts had been lowing 
tho pistols at the two Hindu Ministers. The Government had done every 
thing in their power. They would, however, try to And out if tiicro was any 
law whereby they could close the Mandali. He added tliat cases were pending 
in the Court. The Premier, Khan Bahadur Allah Bux gave an account of tiie 
genesis of the trouble, llic motion was talked out. 

The Travaneore Batyiigraha'ITic first I’rcsident of tho Travnneore State 
Congress, Mr. Pattom A. llianu Piliiu, and two members of tiie State Congress 
Council of Action, Messrs G. Bam Cliandra and P. J. Schastion were sentenced 
by the District Magistrate of Kottayam to one year’s simjilc imprisonment eaidi. 

S5th. Bj. Bubhas Chandra Bose, tiie Congress I’residcnt, in a statement to the 
Press, set forth the reasons for tiie udny in aniiouncjng the now Congress 
Working Committee. Bj. Bose said that spci-ific miittcis like the appointment 
of the Working Committee etc., could not be dealt with until and unless 
the general issues arising out of the adoption by the Congress of Pandit G. B. 
Pant’s resolution had been fully discussed and deemed upon after consultation 
with Mahatma Gandhi. Bj. Bose said that he would like to ascertain from 
Mahatma Gandhi the latter’s interpretation of Pandit I’ant’s resolution, namely 
whether he took it as a vote of iio-conAdcncc on Bj. Bose and desired him to 
resign the Presidentship or whether ho took it as an attempt at rapproebment 
between Mahatma Gandhi and the Congress President, although Bj. Bern 
believed that there never had been any break with Mahatma Gandhi on his side. 

Tho Central Assembly rejected by 50 vot^ to 42 the Fiuarieo Bill which was 
returned to the House with tho Uovemor-Geiicral’s recommendation that it 
b« passed. 
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At the annual meeting of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce in 
Ctilcutta, the now InUo-British iSrade A^eement was atrougly criticized by 
Sir Han Sankar Paul. 

Om Mandati : In the Sind Assembly, the Hindu Independent Party decided 

' at its meeting at Karachi to table a “no'confidcnce'’ motion and were obtaining 
the necessary signatures of the members of the Assembly. They s^t 
telegrams to the Hindu members of the Assembly who were out or station 
then to come to Karachi. 

Seth. At Meerut, a decision to appoint a Committee to examine and report on 
the various draft schemes put forward ns being more likely than the present 
constitution to secure tlie rights and interests of the Moslems in India, was 
taken at a meeting of the Working Committee of tlio Ail-India Moslem League 
at the residence of Nawab Mohamed Ismail Khan, President of the U. P. 
Provincial Moslem Ijcague. The meeting passed another resolution advising 
Moslems in the States to organize themselves ctli;ctivcly and assuring them of 
its fullest Bupjiort. 

At the annual session of the Bihar I’rovincial Hindu Conference which began 
at Monghyr, Mr. V. I). Bavarkar, IVcBidciit, Hindu Mohasabha, observed, “It is 
a happy ngn that Hindus have become alive to the idea of national unity and 
are organizing themselves. That is why, although 1 am a Maratha, 1 am 
presiding at a conference in Bihar.” The Hindu Sabhn stood for Hindntma 
which embraced Hindu Society, culture, language etc., and need not bo looked 
upon with needless suspicion. 

At a public meeting in Calcutta, strong speeches were made wh^ the 
Tripuri session of the (knigreas was reviewed and a resolution passed criticizing 
Pandit Pant’s resolution as a serious dejiarture from the Congress constitution.— 
The meeting was convened by a secthm of Congressmen. 

27th. Sir Muhammoil Xafriillaii Khan, Commerce Member, made a notably 
clear explanation of the intricacies of the new Indo-Brilisb Trade Agreement, 
when he moved its approval in the Central Assembly. He stressed Uio value 
of the arrangement wilh u country whhK was India’s best (uistomer, and with 
which India’s trade had been steadily increasing since pre-Ottawa days. 

In the Bind Assembly, a no-confi<luncc motion m the Ministry was moved 
by Dr. Hemandas Wodhwoui. 

His Excelltauiy the Governor of Bind necc|il«l tlie resignations of the two 
Hindu Ministers, Sir. Niclialdas Vizirniii and Mr. Dialmal Daulatram. 

At the Chittagong District Youth Confcroiico held under the presidentship of 
Mr. M. N. Boy at Chittagong, reference to tlie Intulcrs of the Cliltlagong 
armoury rahl ami deprecation of Mnhatma Guiidhi’s rna were uttorcfl. The 
conference concludt'd after adopting a series of rcsointions demanding refund of 
the punitive tax anil the collective fines rcnlizcil from Chittagong during the 
terrorist movement, urging [oriniition of a nnlimndist militia and between tdl 
left forces in the Congress to build a natioiiul front in the figlit for freedom. 

The Committee set up by Jlis Highness tlie Itiilcr of Mnndi State to revise 
the constitution of tlio Mandi State Legislative Council, wilh a view to enlarging 
its xmwers, submitted its rcixirt. 

28fh. Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose, the Coiigress President, made an appeal to the 
Congreasmen in the riinjab to join honils in furthering the Congress cause in tJio 
province and uphold tlie honour of the province and of the country as a whole. 

An imiiortant constitutional point involving the rights and jirivilnges of the 
Bengal IjCgislative Assembly was raiscil by tlic Bpcakw (Klian Bahadur Azizul 
Haciiic) when a noii-oilicial Bill callal “The liiiral Poor and Unem)iloyed Belief 
Bill” as passed by the Upiicr House came up for eoiisidcrntion. The qiieslioii 
was whether a Bill which, when originally iiitroilnccd in the Upper House, con¬ 
tained provisions having financial obligations by the Government, and had 
subsequently been changed and passed by that Ilouse, could be sent to the 
Lower House in tliat changed form for cousidoratiou. 

In the Central Assembly, Bir Aubrey Metcalfe (Secretary for External Affairs) 
informed Mr. T. B. A. Clicttiar that the Government of India were corresponding 
with the Afghan Government through Jlis Majesty’s Minister on the subject of 
Indians in Afghanistan, and they were cndeavoiiring to obtain an improvement 
of condition with regard to trade and oUier matters. 

The Central Assembly rdcctcd by 50 votes to 47 the Commerce Member’s 
motion l^at the ludo-British Trade Agreement be approved. Before the divisiou 
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Mr, M. A. JInnah amiouimcd that the MobIciu League Party would remain 
neutral. 

In till) AHHnm Logislatire Aasenildy, Uie di'miinila imdcr the heiula “IndiiBtriefl”. 
Jails and Convict BcttlcinonlH, Civi) Works (excluding establishment) Loans and 
Advances bearing and not-bciiring interest were grained. 


29tb. A riot broke out at a iiuMMing at the Baradari Hall, Liu-know) convened by 
non-CongrcBsmcn to prolesi against tlie financial [lolicy of tlie United I’rovinces 
Govern men t. 


80th. The Council of State ado|)lu<i the motion on Indo-BritiBh Trmie Agreement by 
28 votes to 10. 

Tbe Assam Legislative Assembly passed demands for gran)s under “Veterinary”, 
•‘Co- 0 |x;ralion*’, ‘‘Misoellnneoiis 1 lepartments” and niider “Miscellaneons” heads, 
but (he iiieiviUH'd number of Ministers and their lours came in for severe criticism 
by an ttpiiosilioii cut motion when voting on demands for supplementary giants 
was taken up. 

ill the Sind Assemidy, l>r. Wailliwani moveil ids no-confidcncc motion lutninst 
the Allali Unx Ministry. 

31st. Tlie Omiral Assembly pnssc<l wiihout a division, Rir Kcginald Maxwell’s Bill 
for the Begistratiou of l-'orcigucrs willt an amendmciiL seeking to include ui liic 
definition, residents of Uiu liominiuns, 

Sir Bijay Cluuid Mabafab, Maharajadliiraja Bahadur of Bnrdwnn, in Culcnlba, 
made on apiieul to landlords to unite to stein Uie tide of “anti-landlordism” that 
was Biiveading over Bengal, 

At Lucknow, tiie Mudhe Sohaba agitatiou took a serioiiB I urn when hundreds 
of tSliias and Kiinnis cbislicil. The liolice o)icnc<l fire. Over a doxen constables 
and thrc<! ollicers, Itesidcs a nuiulmr of rioters were iujuretl. A tonfew order was 
liromnigaied. 

In the biml Assembly, llie no-confideneo motion against the Ministry was 
withdrawn following a conference lietween tho Minislers and the Hindu Indcpcn- 
deut Party. The Premier agrce<l to nus't the demands of the Hindus lo some 
extent and promised to <luul with the Oni Manihili suitulily. 


April 1939 

Chief Events : —Federal Court Award on the Rajkot Dispute : Sir 
Maurice Gwycr’s findings: Moslem agitation in tbe Slate: Mabatina 
acknowledges defeat to Durbar Virawalla Oni Maiidali agitations 
continued—Muslim Lcuguo mootings bold in difforont parts of Ibe country— 
TabaiTU agitation at Lucknow—All India LandholtUa’s’ and All-India 
Kisan Conferences lield sitiiullutieoiisly at Lucknow and Gaya—All India 
Congress Committee at Cab-.uUa ; Sj, Subbas Bose tenders resignation of 
Prosidentsbip on bis failure to form a Woiking Committoo: Babu 
Rajendra Prosad olootod Pi'osidont. 

1st. Ihc Maharaja of Santosh tUed iu Calciillm- he was Ihc Pi'esidcnt of the 
former Bengal Legislative Coiuicil. 

The Assam lAigiBhiiivc ABScmlily pnssixl the following toxation Bills moved by 
tlio (lOvernmeiil : Assam HhUm of Motor s^pirit and Lubiicanta Taxation Bill, 
Assam Hides Tax Bill. Assuiu Aiiiiist'mcnls and Betting Tax Bill and Abbuiii 
M otor VcUcles Taxation (Aincmimcnl) Bill. 

In an article in the Harijan, Malmlmn Gandhi wrote, "Those who lightly 
talk of freedom in llie Hiiilcs and hoiM! to attain it through civil resistance do not 
know what tliey are talking about.” 

In Die Bind Assemidy Messrs Nichnldaa Vozironi and Dbimal Daulatrom were 
eworn in as Ministers. 

2iid. IHb Excellency Bie Oovemor of the I’liiijab, Bir Henry Craik, |>erformcd tho 
opening ceremony of the Emerson Barrage, which marked tho completion of lliu 
Uaveli project. 

Under the auspices of the Bengal rruvineiol (kmgress Ckimmilloe in Calcutta, 
a public meeting was held under the presidency of Mr. Boutosh Kumar Basu, 
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an ex*Mayor of Calcutta, to protest against the Calcntta Municipal Act 
(Amendment) Bill, engaging the attention ot the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

8rd. Sir Maurice Gwyer, Chief Justice of India, gave his verdict on the Rajkot dis¬ 
pute.—Referring 1 » the documents under dispute Sir Maurice Gwyer declared 
that according to them the Thakore Sahib undertook to appoint the persons re¬ 
commended by Sai'dar Vallabhbhoi Patel and that ho did not reserve to himself 
any discretion to roioct those of whom he disapproved. The Thakore Sahib, 
the Chief Justice said, was cutitlcd to criticize the recommendations and to urge 
their reconsideration but unless it could be shown that any of the persons were 
neither servants nor subjects of the State, Sartlar Vallabhbhai Patel was entitled 
to have the last word. The Chief Justice also remarked, “I am constrained to 
observe tltat oinnioiis may bo strongly held without being dishonestly held, and 
I iTcrrait myself to hope that the (iommittee, when constituted, may enter ujon 
its diliicult task in an atniosphcro free from aci-asatious and recriminations. The 
interests of parties are of imiortanco, but I conceive that of no less importance 
arc the interests oi the general bo<ly of the inhaiutants of Rajkot.” 

The Bihar Assembly passed an oflicial resolution urging the abolition of the 
excluded areas and briuging them uiitlcr tlic regular administration of the 
Government. 

4th. His Excellency the Viceroy granted a long inteniow to Mahatma Gandhi in 
Delhi which lasted li hours -the interview was generally regarded as a natural 
sequel to the )iuldicatioii of tlic Gwyer Awanl. 

The Bengal legislative Assembly, after a iwotrootcd debate, agreed to proceed 
with the considcratiou of the Moneylenders' Bill, as reported by the Select 
Committee. Ineidcnlally, the Siasikcr (Khan Bsihiidur Azizul Haque) gave a 
rilling that the [iroviiicial legislature was quite competent to legislate on money- 
lending. 

The Satyagraha <!amiiaign in tlic Mewar State was suspended on the advice 
of Maiuitma Ciandlii. 

Ill the Assam liegislative Assembly, a motion protesting against the com¬ 
munique fixing the hours for the stoppage of music bidorc mosques was defeated 
by 54 votes to 42. 

'i'lic death occurrcxl of His FTighiinss Maharaja Sir Aditya Narayan Singh of 
Benares, at Ramiiagar fort, la Benares Shite. 

6tli. Tn the Sind Assi mbly, the Select Itommillce on the Bind Anti-Dowry Bill re- 
conimuiiilcd lluit dowries slunild he liiuilcd to a maximum Rs. 50t)/- 

6th. d'ho Central Assi'inlily passed the Ttiriir Amendment Bill relating to broken 
rice, silk, paper, and )nilp and msigncsiiim clilorido. 

Dr. S. 0. Jjaw, |iresidiiig at the annual general meeting of the Siindcrban 
Tjaudlioldcrs' Asso'iution, in CaliMilla, made an appreciative reference to the 
work of tlio Laud Bcvcuuo ('oiumission, pri!»ided over by Sir J'Yuiicis Floud. 

'Pile Assam Assembly carried liy 57 voles to 28 ilio Agricultural Income-Tax Bill, 

'File Upposition in the Bengal Assembly walked out as a protest against a certain 
remark maile by Mr, Mozainmal Huq (Ooiilition Party) during discussion of toe 
Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill. 

Om Mandali : Trie order under See. 144 Or. P, C. putting a ban on male mem¬ 
bers entering the Oin Mandali and Ora Nivas insututions, was extendi by a 
further iieriod of 14 days. 

The Ihrincos of Kathiawar States and Uieir Ministers met in a conference in 
Jamnagar House, Rajkot, under the )>rcsiiluntHhip of the Jam Sidiib of 
Nawana^ar. The discussions centred round the recent proposals of the Itosident 
for the Western India States for a common Police force and a common IJi^ 
Court for the smaller States. 

7Ui. Bj. Subha3_ Chandra Bose issiicil a statement to the Press regarding the award 
of Kir Maurice Gwyer on the Rajkot afl'air. Ho said, “I liave just hnished 
reading Sir Mauvici! Gwyer’s Award on the Kajkot affair. The Thakore Sidub’s 
refusal to implement the agreement entered into with Sardar Patel bad tmen a 
rnde and painful shock to every body luid most of all to Midiatma Gandhi. Now 
that the award has fully vindicated tlie stand taken by Mabatmaji and 
Sardar Vallabhbhai, I hope the Thakore Sahib will have no hesitation in accep¬ 
ting the award in the proi>er spirit and that he will take stops to implement it 
witoout delay. I bojie turther that the Reforms Committee will prepare a charter 
of the people’s rights and that it will be adopted by the State.” 
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At Lucknow, Six hnnclied SliiuB were arrested for publicly reciting Tabarra. 
Those arrcstetl includal some of the muinbcrs of the old Itoyal family. 

Dr. KJmn Sahib, llic rrcniier, N, W. Frontier Province, in an interview re; 
certmn provisions of the Nortli-West Frontier Proviinio Agricultural l*roduce 
Markets Bill, observed, “The Congress lias-always stood for the just protection 
of rights of every community, and I, as an ordinary soldier of the Congress 
army, must carry out the Congress [lolicy. 

8th, The Maharajadhiraj of Darbhanga, addressing the All'India Landholders’ 
Association at Lucknow, declared that in tlie event of war, Indian landlords 
would vdace their entire resources at the disposal of Uis Majesty tlie King. 

Mr. j. N. B. Mehta, presiding over the annual meeting of the Federation of 
Indian Gharabers of Commerce, in l>ellu, urged separate trade agreements widi 
several European countries for developing India’s trade. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnab, presiding over a meeting of the Council of the Moslem 
League, at New Delhi, made a statement^ that the Moslem League was not 
pledged to any particular scheme of Federation and that a final sclieme would be 
drawn up by the Working Committee after close examination of the whole question. 

In his speech ns Picsident of the Btuigal Provincial Moslem League in Calcutta, 
Mr. A. K. Faslul lliiq, the Bengal Premier, observed, “'Ihe Congress is at the 
present moment an organisation of ixrlitieal iiy()ocntes.” 


Sth. Mahatma Gandhi issued an article entitled “Have I erred,” which was in 
reply to those critics who asserted that his fast in Eajkot to die neglect of Tripnri 
was out of pro])ortioii, tlial he should not have been “dancing attendance on the 
Viceroy and that his action in a(«cpting the verdict of the chief justico of the 
Federal Court was at variance with Congress Gpiiosition to Federation. 

At the meeting of the General Committee of the Bengal Provincial Moslem 
liCaguc, in Calcutta, resolutions were passed urging tlic Government not to re¬ 
cognise tlie claim or the Indian National Congress, to be a “national’’ organiza¬ 
tion ; eoudeimiing the Italian invasiou of Albani, “the only Moslem Kingdom in 
Europe” and calling uimn Moslems to counteract the evil cficcts of the Oommu- 
nist movmciit in llcngal. 

In his presidential siiecch at the All-Beugal College and University Teachers’ 
Conference at Daulatpur, Mr. Pramatha Nath Bannerjeo, Principal of the Univer¬ 
sity liaw College, Calcutta, criticized the Bengal Government’s monetary fud to 
Hindu schools mid colleges in the province. Me ]>ointcd out that though the 
(^vernmeut had in the cun'eut year made considerable provision for grant of 
stipends and scholarsiiips, the grants would be on the basis that GO p, c. would go to 
the Moslem Community, 20 percent to tlie scheduled castes and 20 p. c. to ‘olhers’ 
—including 65'5 percent of the Hindu students in the afiiliated institutions, 

Acharya Narcndra Dev, in his nresidnntial address to the All-India Kisan 
Conference, at Gaya, declared, “A revolutionary change has come over the 
peasants’ way of thinking. There is a new urge for knowledge. He has b^un 
to criticize his surroundings and those whom be had rendered unquestioning 
obedience in the past. The old sadness is giving way to buoyancy, A now spirS 
Is abroad in the villages, mid if we make proper use of the new favourable 
situation and give a proiior direction to jieasnnt activities we can make them an 
irresistible force in the country. The virtue of discipline has to be brought home 
to them.” 

The Mahrajadhiraj Bahadur of Darbhanga, presiding over the All-India 
Landholders’ Conference at Lucknow, apiicalcd to the landholders to take note 
of the democratic tendencies in the modern world, re-establish contact with the 
villagers and think in terms of the villagers’ welfare. 

The All-India liaudhoklers’ Conference elected the Maharajadhiraj of Darbhanga 
as t]^ President of tho Federation and adopted the constitution drafted by the 
constitution Bub-committee under tho Maharaja of Mymensingh with the 
recommendation that the amendments which were moved should be referred to a 
sub-cemmittee. 

The Committee of the Moslem I.eaguo, presided over by the Baja of Firpui 
mmntaincd in its report on tlie Waraha Scheme of Education that the scheme 
turned at facilitating the convorsion of the youth to tho ideal of the Congress. 

The All-India Women’s Conference made an appeal for supporting the pro¬ 
posed inquiry into tho lights of Indian Women, re. Mr. Jinaraja Here’s reso¬ 
lution in we Central Assembly regarding the appointment of a Committee of 
Inquiry into the l^al rights and disabilities of women in India. 
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10th, The Sunni Icailers of Lucknow dceideil to sock loj?al relief with regard to 
the rooitotion ol Taliarra l)y Shiaa and they approached the Local Govoriimont 
fur sanction to lauindi prosecution {^;ainst Hhias. 

AllemptH to solve the problem of refugees from Talcher in AngnI resiched a 
deadlock follovving the sUiiid taken by the lluler of Taleher that the agreement 
arrived at an olticial conference in Angul on March ^3od, was not binding 
on him. 

On the advice of M-ihatina Gaiidlii Saty^ridia was dropped in Rajnan(^aon 
and ChhuikhadiMi Smtes in the Chattisgarh division. 

At the open Bcssion of the 1‘roviiic.ial Muslim League, New Delhi, Mr. 
Mussain Imam, member of tlie Council of State, presided. The conference 
ap|>caled to the Muslims, in view of thiir eeonoinic and financial condition, to 
use swad<»hi cloth and other articles, and especially to give pretcronoe to 
goods-produeed by Muslims. Finally, it was rcsolvetl that “the Oovomment of 
India Act is iiirompleto” and that the All India Muslim League should be 
asked to prepare a preferable coustilulioii, which would safeguard Uio rights 
of Muslims. 

The Ooneral Committee of the licngal Provincial Muslim League expressed 
the o;)iiuon, in Calcutta, “under no circumstances should the Government 
recognize the Congress us a national organization representing tlte various 
communities of India.” The Committee deebued that in matters concerning 
the Muslima, the Uoverumcrit should always bo guided by the opinion of the 
Muslim League “as Ihe solo and athiiowledgtm ropreseutativo of tite Muslim 
Community,” 

lUh. Mahatma Oaudhi liad a 75 minutes’ talk with Mr. E. C. Gibson, President, 
Western India Htates, on Rajkot uirairs. The problem of deciding upon the 
pcrsomicl of the Uefornts Committee in accordaitco witli the notifications issued 
by the Thukore Sahib of Rajkot State on December 2G, 1938, encountered a 
fresh hiti'h. 

In the Central Assembly, Dr. Q. V. Deshmukh’s Hindu Women’s Divorce 
mil was discusst^l; Sir N. N. Sircar, I^iiw Member admitted tliat the question 
raised by Dr. Dcslimukh’s mil wiis one of great importance and deservM every 
sympaUiy, but Dr. Dcshmnkh had done no service to Hindu Women whose 
cause he championed by his present lUIl. 

In the C, J*. Assembly, the Moslem Lcagno members walked out in protest 
against the rciusal of the Deputy B|)cakcr, Mrs. Anusuyaboi Kale, to give 
provisional consent to the adjournment motiott (re: arrest of 140 Moslems of 
lliswa village, in Quldaua district) tabled by Mr. M. M. Haq and Mr. 
llidnyat Ali. 

His Highness the Nawab of Tonk, at his birthday Durbar, announced the 
institution of piutuilly elected administrittivc bodies, both local and central. 

12th. The Central Assembly passoil Mr. D. M. Hedge’s resolution recommending 
the appointment of u Gominittee to examine and report on the present position 
of Women under the existing laws with special reference to rights and 
disabilities in regard to ownership and disjHwal of property, rights of 
guardianship oicr children, rigiits to maintenance, rights in respect of joint 
family property, righto of inheritance and succession and marital rights. 

The Federal Court gave a ruling on the bringing of cases against publio 
servants in a case arising out of an aptieal.—“It will bo open to His Excellency 
(the Ciovornor) after eoiisideriiig the fiMds of the case to give consent to a 
fresh proscc-utioit under 477 A, (of the code) if ho should think fit.” 

18th. Miihatmn (uindlii decided to submit to the Thakoro Sahib the names of 
seven persons for membei'Ship of the Reforms Committee in the light of his 
negotiations with the Moslems and liliayyato. 

Dr. Paltavi Sitaramayya, in (he wurse of an interview at Bangalore 
suggested the possibility of a Royal CVnumission shortly coming to investigato 
the position of various Slates in India. 

14th. The conversations between Mahal.ma Gandhi and the Moslem deputation at 
Rajkot did not result in any deflnite agreement regarding representation on 
the Reforms Committee.—A Bhayyat’s deputotion wai^ on the Thakoro Sahib. 

The Oeulral Assombly passed without a division Sir M. Zafrulloh Khan’s 
Tariff Bill to reduce the protective duty on sugar from Rs. 7-4 to Rs, 6-12 and 
to continue it until 19H. 
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In the Bombay AsBombty, Mr. K. M. Munshi, the Homo Minister made an 
important aunoiuicement rcj'ardinj' the question of the unification of the Bar 
and the abolition of the dual system on the ori^dnal side of the Bombay Hif;h 
Court; he supported the first reading of a Bill to prevent an unqnalifiod person 
from acting as advocate, attorney or pleader. 

ISth. The negotiations with Moslems at liajkot, in regard to the personnel of the 
Beforms Committee, having faiied, Mahatma Gandhi, on behalf of Sardar 
Vallabhbbai Patel, sent a letter to the Thokore Sahib submitting a list of seven 
names for die Committee. 

A proclamation announcing the introduction of constitutional reforms in 
Tripura State was read at the New Year Durbar at Agartala. 

16th. At Bajkot, about 500 Bha^ats and Moslems staged an angry demonstration 
against Maliatma Gandhi during evening prayers at the Bashtnyashala. 

At Lucknow, a vigorous indictment of the United Provinces Congress 
Ministry’s administrative policy, speciaily in regard to prohibition, and various 
other taxation measures was made at a coiifcrenec representative of all non- 
Congress elements in the proviuco.-'Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru presided. 

line majority of the Hindu shopkcc|)ers in Calcutta observed hartal as a 
protest against the Calcutta Municipal Act Amendment Bill. 

17th. The Dacxia Mail collided with the 16 Down Passenger at Majdia, 65 miles 
from Calcutta, on the Eastern Bengal Bailway. 33 persons wore believed to 
have been killed and more than 40 were thought to have been injured. 

llie question of ronresentation of Bhayatg and Uirasias on the Bajkot 
Beforms Committee took a new turn following correspondence between Mahatma 
Gandhi and the president of the Griasias’ Assotdation. 

Mr. Jaiprakash Nurain, Gonorai Secretary, All-India Congress Socialist Party 
and Mr. P. C. Joshi in a joint statement stressed the need for the formation 
of the Working Committee of tho Congress prior to the meeting of the 
All-India Congress Committee. 

Eighteen taluqilars^ headed by Baja Maheswar Dayal, walked out of the general 
meeting of the British India Association as a protest against tho passing of a 
resolution seeking the intervention of Mahatma Gandhi In the dispute between 
taluqdars and the U. P. Government over the Tenancy Bill. 

The Kishan Satyagraha in Lahore, which was started as a protest against the 
new land assessment rates in Lahore took a new turn, when a jatha of seven 
women Satyagrahis entered tho prohibited area. 

18th. Dr. Babindra Nath Tagore and Sir P. C. Boy sent teli^ros to Mahatma 
Gandhi and Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose requeetiim that Mahatma Gandhi and the 
Congress President should meet before the Congress meeting with a view to 
putting an cud to the present state of affairs. 

Mr. M. A. Jiiinoh, President, All-India Moslem Ijcague, in a Press statement, 
criticized Mahatma Gandhi’s attitude r^arding Moslem representation on the 
Bajkot Beforms Committee, and advised Moslems in the State to boycott the 
Committee. 

A fresh hitch occurred over the personnel of the Bajkot Beforms Committee. 
The Thakore Saheb replied to Mahatma Gandhi’s letter of April 15, stating that 
six of the seven names mentioned in Sanlar Patel’s list did not appear to be 
subjects of Bajkot State. He also referred to tho non-inclnsion of represontativea 
of Moslem Bhayyats and the dopreesed classes on tho Committee. 

A situation resembling a “siege” developed at Dighoi as a result of the stnuned 
atmosphere caused by the continuance since April 2, of the stiiko of tho labourers 
of the Assam oil company. 

19th. Dr. B. B. Ambedkar, who went to Bajkot at the invitation of the Bajkot 
Durbar, had an interview with Mahatma Gandhi and stressed the need of inclu¬ 
ding a D^^ressed classes’ representative on tho Beforms Committee. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru paid a visit to Sj. Subhas Chandra B^ at Dhanbad ■ 
they were engaged in deep conversation for about 3J hours in the afternoon and 
had further conversations after dinner, after which Pandit Nehru l^t for 
Allahabad. 

A conference of States’ Ministers was inaugurated at Gwalior by the Maharaia 
Bcindia. ’ 


20th. Mahatma Gandhi had a discussion with the members of the Fraja Pariitiiad 
at Bajkot and had an interview with Mr. Gibson, the B^dmt. 
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Hia Majesty the Kin^ approved the appointment of Sir John Woodhead, E. 0 
S. T., I. 0. 8., as (iovernor of licngai with effect from June 11, in consequence 
of the grant of leave to Uis Excdlenc;^ Sir Kolicrt Reid K. C. 8. 1., E. G. I, E., 
Governor of Assam ami at present atitin^ Governor of Bengal. 

In Bengal I^islativc Assembly, exciting scenes were witnessed daring a dis¬ 
cussion r^arding the admissibility of an adjournment motion submitted by Mr. 
Sasanka Sekhar 8anyal (Congress) to discuss a snccch delivered by the Premier, 
Mr. A. K. Foxlul lluq at a recent meeting of the Bengal Provincial Moslem 
League in Calcutta. 

The 8ecietaTy of the ]*rovincial Board for Anglo-Indian and European Educa¬ 
tion in Bengal at the twenty second meeting of the Board in Calcutta expressed 
the view that schools for Eiiropcaus and Anglo Indians in the province were 
adapting themselves to the now conditions in a promising manner. 

Sir Ifenry Gidney, M. L. A. (Central) and president-in-chief of the Anglo- 
Indian and Domiciled European Assoidation, speaking at the annual meeting of 
the Punjab brsmidi of the Association held in laihorc, said, “Cultivate friendship 
with our Indian brethren. Treat them on an equality with yourself. You have 
much to learn from them and they from you.” 

21st. Mahatma Gandhi received a rc|)ly to his letter from Mr. 6. G. Gibson, 
President, Western Stales Agency, but no solution was reached on the constitu¬ 
tion of the Reforms Committee at Rajkot. 

Mr. M. M. 8. Ispahani, Honorary Becretary, Bombay Presidency Moslem 
liMgue in a statement smd that Mahatma Gandhi was trying to back out of a 
definite and unconditional promise which he gave to Moslems of Rajkot to include 
their representatives on the Reforms Coinmitt^ 

Mr. H. G. Denoch;, Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam issued a 
communique on the Digboi laliour strike, whidi stated, among other things, “the 
Finance Minister lias already proceeded to Digboi and will study the whole situa¬ 
tion on the simt. In the belief that Uie quarrel is susceptible of settlement the 
Government liavo authorized him to announce their willingness to set up a 
Conciliation Board. The Govei-nment hope tliat the parties to the dispute will 
accept this and work in co-o||)cratiou to make a settlement possible and peocdul 
relationship between tlie parties will soon ho rwloreil,” 

There was a clash betw'ccn Kishons and /cmindars near the village of Nehra 
in Darbhaiiga district-a numlier of Kishaiis were injured. 

22iid. Mahatma Gandhi visited Durhiur VirnwsUa and had a juolonged discussion 
with him, on the subject of his refiorlcd uiTcr regarding the apiKiintmeut of the 
Committee on Rajkot reforms. 

In the Punjab Assembly, the motion of “full confidonco” in the Miiiistiy moved 
by Sheikh Karaniat Ali (Unionist) was adojiled by the House. 'Hie Opposition 
stayed away as a proti-st during the debate i^aiiist the Speakei’s ruling which 
gave priority to the full confideiiec motion in ])refcrcucc to the no-confidence 
motion. 

28rd. The talks at Rajkot lictwcen Mahatma GaiiUlii and Darbar Virawala in con¬ 
nexion with tlic personnel of the Rajkot Reforms Committee broke down. Mr, 
Mahadev Desai, the Mtdiatmu’s Hct'.rclary, pul forwonl a strong plea for inter¬ 
vention by the Crown Representative in the Rujkot dispute. 

8j. Suhnas Chandra Bose was rc-clectc<l President of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Commillcc at a meeting of Uiat body in Calcutta. 

24tli. Mahatma Gandhi in a letter to Durluu: Virawala declined to have the Rajkot 
Reforms Committee appointed on basis suggested l>y Mr. Virawala. Mahatma 
Gandhi {lointcd out that if four out of the seven seals were reserved for certain 
communities and interests then the vast miijoiity would be converted into a 
majority. In a written statement to the news agency, Moliatma Gandlii said : 
"Rajkot to me has been a priceless laboratory. My patience has been sorely tried 
by toe torlnous jioliUcB of Kadiiawor. 1 hare told Mr. Virawala, ‘I am di^t^ 
may you win’.” 

A resolution condemning the Calcutta Municipal Bill and suggesting steiw to 
combat it, was passed at the meeting of tlic Bengal Provincial (ingress Com¬ 
mittee, held in Calcutta. 

A resolution reiterating the Congr(»B policy of iion-^iarlicipaUon in an “Im¬ 
perialist War” was nassed at a meeting held in connexion wilti the tbservauce 
of an “anti-war day’’ in Calcutta.—8j. Bubbos Chandra Bose presided. 



^ THE INDIAN ANNUAL REGISTER [ 25 apeil *30— 

85th. Mahatma Gandhi issued a atatcmont on the situation in Rajkot—“Rajkot 
seems to have robbed me of my youth. I never knew that I was old. Now I 
am weighed down by the knowledge of decrepitude. I never know what it was 
to lose nope. But it seems to have been cremated in Rajkot. My ahimsa has 
been put to a test as it has never been subjected to before.” 

a6tii. Mr. Nishit Chandra Sen and Pi-inco Yusuf Mirza, Congress nominees were 
unanimously elected Mayor and Deputy Mayor, respectively, erf Calcutta, lie 
election was held, in the Calcutta Corporation building. 

Mr. K. F. Naiiman, presiding at the South Calcutta Political Conference, 
made v^cment condemnation of Fascist methods and “group power” politics in 
the Congress. Tho speaker appealed for unity among Congressmen. 

The executive committee of the All'India Congress Socialist Party, which met 
at Patna, devoted most of its time in discussing the attitude of the country in 
the event of deterioration of the international situation and adopted two resolu¬ 
tions in l^t connexion. 

The Tribunal appointed by tho Sind Government to inquire into the Om 
Mandali affairs, unanimously came to tho conclusion tlrat the Om Mandadi was 
an unhealthy institution, whose doctrines were not conclusive to sound moral 
life among its young inmates. 

27th. Mahatma Gandhi had a long discussion with the Congress President, Sj. 
Subhas Boso at Sodepur Ashram, near Calcutta, regarding the personnel of tho 
Congress Working Committee and various other matters connected with tho 
future programme of the Congress, Pandit Nehru was also present and took 
part in the discussion. 

In tho course of an interview Gnndhiji stated that his messsage to India and 
the world was : “I am Aghling for peace, I shall die for peace, peace in the 
Congress, peace in the Stales, i>eacc on earth and good-will amongst men. To 
set tho seal upon that—if I feel tho power—I am quite capable of fasting unto 
death to prevent western humanity, which is getting ready to embark upon sui¬ 
cide on a scale hitherto unknown to the history of this world.” When he was 
asked if bo had come to Calcutta on ajaxu^o mission seeing that he had advised 
Sardar Patel not to come to Calcutta, Mahatma Gandhi replied that the reason 
for Bardar Patel’s not coming was that it was in tlie host intorcsts of the country 
to absent himself from Calcutta. 

Tho twenty-first general session of tho Assam Students’ Conference was held 
at Jorhat—Prof. Uumaynn Kabir, m. h. C. (Bengal) presided. 

28th. The talks in Calcutta between Mahatmaji, Mr. Subhas Cliandra Bose and 
other Congress leaders were adjonme<h no definite result liaving liecn reached. 
Seven members of the All-India Committee joined in the discussions at one time 
or other. They were Dr. Rajcndra X’rosad, Acharya Kripalani, Pandit Jawahar- 
lal Nehru, Mr. Bhulabhai Dcsoi, Dr. Pattavi Sitaramyya, Mrs. Barojini Naidu and 
Mr. Banker Deo. 

It was reported from Cuttack that a large number of people were killed and 
injured when police an<l troops o^icncd fire on a mob in Gmigpur State, Orissa. 

Swami Shahajananlia Saraswati, the Kisnn leader of Bihar presided over a 
meeting in (Dalcntta, to urge tho release of political prisoners. Among other 
speakers were Mr. Jayprakosh Narain and I’rof. N. G. Ronga. 

29Ui. Bj. Subhas Chandra Bose, the Congress President, tendered his resigna¬ 
tion when the All India Congress Committee met at Wellington Square, Calcutta, 
for the first time since Tripuii. Mahatma Gandhi was not present at tho meet¬ 
ing. Sj. Boso ro]mrtcd his failure to form n Working Committee, read out a 
letter which he had received from Malmtma Gandhi and mode a statement 
giving reasons for his decision.—^llie development, which caused a sensation, was 
a sequel to the differences between the Congress President and other members 
of the old Working Committee on matters of principle and programme and also 
to the Tripuri resolution which directed that the Working Committee would be 
formed in accordance with Mahatma Gandhi’s wishes.—Mahatma Gandhi’s 
letto said: “knowing your own views and knowuig how you and most of the 
members (of the old Working Committee) differ in fundamentals, it seems to 
me that if I gave you names it would be an imposition on you. Such being the 
case you are free to chose your own Committee.” 

Bj. Bose in his statement referred to the Tripuri mandate and said if, as sug¬ 
gested hy Gandhiji, he were to form a working committee of Us own choice, he 
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would not be able to report to the A. T. C. C. that such a Committee command¬ 
ed the implicit confidence of QandhijL Sj. Bobo felt that his presence as Presi¬ 
dent at this juncture might possibly be a sort of an obstacle or handicap to the 
A. I. 0. O.—“for instance the A, I. O. C. may feel inclined to apjioint a Work¬ 
ing Committee in which I shall be a misfit.'* 

Pandit Nehru made moving av>i>cal to Bj. Bose to withdraw his resignation,— 
he suggested that the old Working Committee should be reappointed en bloc but 
that new blood might be infusca by the inclusion of two members in place of 
Mr. Jamnsdal Bajaj (in prison) and Mr. Jairamdas Dnulatram (who had been ill) 
who were not in a jmsition to discharge thir duties as members of the Work¬ 
ing Committee. During the debate Mr. Jai Prokash Narain, General Secretary of 
the Congress Socialist Party, referred to a suggestion tliat Pandit Nehru should 
be aptiointed General Secretary of the Congress and expressed the hoiie that the 
Pandit would ai^cpt tlie office. 

Some Socialist leaders met Sj. Bubhas Bose after the A. I. C. C. meeting and 
discussed with him Pandit Nehru’s resolution. 

Tile Thakorc Sahib of Rmkot sent a telegram to Mahatma Gandhi thanking 
the latter for his advice to the leaders of the agitaliou to approach the Ruler to 
settle their differences. 

SOth. Dr. Rajeudra Prasad was elected President of the Indian National Congress 
in die vacancy caused by the resignation of Hj. Bubhas Chandra Bose at the 
resumed meeting of the All-India Congress Committee. 

I'andit Nehru sought permission oc Mrs. Naidu (who was in the chiur) to 
make a statement. He said that the formula he had suggested previously in the 
form of a resolution depended on the fact whether Bj. lioso was willing to with¬ 
draw his resignation. It was not meant for debate and ho would, therefore, 
like to have Bj. Bose’s views on tlie subject. If the resolution wonhl 
not meet with tlie approval of Bj. Bose, ho would withdraw it. 
Pandit Nehru also said that ids resolution did not mean imposing a Working 
Committee on the President, but tliat in the new Committee there would be room 
for more than two members. 

Sj. Bose emphnslzed the necessity of forming a homogeneous Working Com¬ 
mittee, and said tliat he had hoiicil that some consideration would be shown 
to his vicw-|>oinc. If the House felt otherwise, then the House would relieve 
him of the rcspoiisibilitics of the office. Hu would willingly continue to serve 
tlin Congress os a loyal worker. 

Mrs. Naidu apiwalod to die President to reconsider his decision in the light 
of assurances coutuincil in Poiulil Nehru’s statement, and her own s}>eech was 
an a|)])cal for uiiity. She invited Bj. Bose to give his final reply. Bj. Bose 
said he had nothing to add to his provioiis stalcmciit and that liis reply could 
only bo given after he had known tlie dcidsion of the House. 

At Btiroda, impressive scciics of great magnificonc.c marked the accession to 
the gadi of liis Uighucss Maharaja I'ratap Biiigh Guckwar. 


May 1939 

Chief Events : —Formation of a new bloc within tho Congress called 
tlie "Forward Bloc” announced by Sj. Snbhas Bose—Shia-Sunni tension 
continued : Disturlianoes at several i>laco8—^Moslem League Conferences 
hold in different parts of tho country criticised Congress and Federation— 
Peaceful end of tho Rajkot dispute. 

1st The All-Iiidia Congress Committee concluded its three-day session. The names 
of the members of the new Working Committee were aiinonncod by Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad, the (ioiigrcss I’lcsidcnt. They were : Maiilaiia Abul Kalam Azad, Mrs. 
SivTojini Naidu, Sardar Vallablibhai Patol. Both Jamnalal Baiaj, Mr. .Toiramdas 
Daulatram, Khan Abdul OhalTar Khan, Mr. J. B. Kripalant, Dr. Pattablii 
Sitaramayya, Mr. Bhulabbiii Desai, Mr. Hhiiiikarrao Deo, Mr. Harckrishna 
Mahatab, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and Dr. I’rafulla Chandra Ghose. Sj.- 
Bubhas Bose and Pandit Nehru declined to serve but offered to give their co¬ 
operation in every way. Dr. Rajendra l*rasad informed the house that the 
personnel of the new Working Committee bad (he approval of Gaudhiji. 
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The Gangpur Durbar issued a statement that a judicial enquiry into the inci¬ 
dent in Gangpur State (Orissa), in which police opened fire, was ordered to bo 
held, 

find. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in addressing a public meeting in Calcutta, stressed 
on the need for unity and for cultivating an All-India outlook ; he also gave 
reasons for not serving on tlio Congress Working Committee, He said Qiat, 
by remaining outside it, ho would unite the new forces that were abnrad in Uie 
country. 

An app^ was sent to Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President, All-India Moslem Lei^e, 
and Sir Bikandar Hyat Khan and a few others, by the Baja of Mahmudabad, 
the Raja of Hr)>ur and Nawab Mohamed Ismail Khan, to exert their influence 
with both sections of the Moslem community to come to a settlement on the 
question of tabarra and madhe sahaba at Lucknow. 

A complete stay-in strike occurred in the New Victoria Mills, Cawnpore : 
about 4000 workers were aflected. 

An order under Sec. 144, Cr. P. C. was issued in Lucknow by the District 
Magistrate in view of the Shia Sunni tension. 

Srd. Sj. Subhas Chandra Pose announced in Calcutta, the formation of a new bloc 
within the Congress, to be called the “Forward Bloc”.—The object was to “rally 
all radical and anti-imperialist progressive elements in the country on the basis 
of a minimum programme, representing the greatest common measure of agree¬ 
ment among radicals of all wades of opinion”. The “Forward Bloc”, 6j. Bose 
said, would function as an integral part of the Congress. 

The Sth. session of tlie All-India Gandhi Seva Bangh commenced at Brindaban 
(Chanmaran) and was opened by Mahatma Gandhi. Dr Rajeudra Prasad, Con¬ 
gress President, unfurled the Congress flag. He observed Aat many persons in 
Congress ranks did not firmly observe the principle of non-violence. It was also 
held in certain sections tltat these principles were not applicable in all cases. He 
would declare emphatically that truth and non-violence wei-e applicable uni¬ 
versally. 

The Sunni celebration passed off peacefully at Lucknow. Over 3000 Biuinis 
assembled at the Idgah U.ucknow). For the first time the Snnnis were grants 
the right of reciting Madhe Baheba publicly and moved out in procession 
siring praises of the four Khalifas. 

Twenty-one men were injured in a clash between Ahrar and Moslem I^eaguo 
volunteers daring the Barawafat edebratious near Jumma Masjid, Agra, A 
similar trouble was averted at Bareilly. 

Om Mandali The period of operation of the prohibitory order (under Sec. 
144 Cr. P. C. served on I)ada Lekhrai) segn^ating males and girl inmates of 
the Om Mandali at Karachi was further extended for two weeks. 

4tb. The Ruler of Talchci' State (Orissa) made an im|iortant announcement 
making certain concessions in order to induce the refugees to return to the State. 

Dr. Rajcndra Ihrasad, the Congress President, in oiwiiing a basic education 
camp organised by tlie Bihar Government, which was a prominent feature of 
the All-India Seva Bangh at Brindaban, cx-plnincd the potentialities of the 
Wnrdha scheme of education in bringing about a regeneration of the country. 

The Jam Bahcb of Nnwanogar announced that KaUiiawar Princes would 
hold joint deliberations each moutli to discuss problems of common interest and 
for making a united stand. 

6th. A meeting of Bhia leaders at Lucknow decided to continue unabated tlmir 
civil disobedience campaign in reciting tlie Tabarra till a reasonable compromise 
was reached. The total number of arrests amounted to 8,200. 

Mr. A. K. Faxiul Hiiq, the Bengal I’lemicr opened tlie All-Bengal Moslem 
Literary Conference in Calcutta. It was observed that the field of Bengali 
literature offered a platform on which Hindus and Moslems of the province 
could wmk together unitedly. 

The Raja of Bamra Btate (Orissa) granted reforms to his subjects consistent 
with the education and imlitical enlightenment of his (Hxiplo wiih a view to 
associating them witli die administration of the Btate. 

Mahatma Gandlu, in course of a telegram to Mr. Virawula at Rajkot, advised 
him not to slight the accredited representatives of the people, and maintained 
that Mr. Dhebar was not an outsider. 

A government of India resolution announced further special reservation of 
posts for Anglo-Indians in certain sections of the Railways, Posts and Tel^raphs 
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and Customs departments, and also the fixing of Es. 55 as the minimum 
remuneration for the community in the Eailway and the Posts and Telegraphs 
Departments. 

6th. Sj. Subhas Bose, addressing-a public meeting in Calcutta, referred to the events 
that had taken place since his re-election as Congress President in February. 
Sj. Bose gave an account of what had transpired at the meetings between 
himself, Mahatma Gandhi and other Congress leaders at Sodepur and Calcutta 
on the question of formation of the Working Committee on the eve of the 
A. I. C. C. meeting. He said, “Self-respect, honour and duty towards my 
country demanded that I should resign, after having made all possible attempts 
to reach an honourable compromise and to avert a conflict within the 
Congress." 

Mr. U. N. Dhebar, the leader of the Praja Parishad, Eajkot, sent a message 
to Gandhiji giving the maximum concessions which Darbar Virawala was 
prepared to grant. 

The Bombay Presidency Moslem League resumed its session at Sholapur 
under the presidency of Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, the Punjab Premier. Inau¬ 
gurating the conference, Mr, M. A. Jinnah, President of the All-India Moslem 
League said that the British Government would be making a great mistake if it 
thought it could settle the Federation issue with the Congress, leaving out the 
Moslem League. In such a case, he declared the League would fight Federation 
alone and make it impossible. 

7th. The communal rioting which broke out at Gaya resulted in 11 persons being 
killed and over 90 injured. The situation continued to be extremly delicate. A 
curfew order was imposed and strong police patrols were established. 

Sardar Patel, addressing the concluding meeting of the general session of the 
Gandhi Seva Sangh at Brindaban, explained his position regarding the recent 
events in the Congress and replied to tne various criticisms levelled at .him, 

8th. Dr. Eajendra Prasad in a statement explained why he and his colleges in 
the Working Committee of the Congress could not agree with Sj. Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

Sj. Subhas Bose described his plans at a meeting held at Howrah. He re¬ 
ferred to the formation of a new party within the Congress and said that the 
differences between the ‘Forward Bloc’ and the official bloc within the Congress 
were two fold. First, the Forward bloc desired to work the existing programme 
of the Congress not with a reformist or moderate mentality but with a “revolu¬ 
tionary mentality”. Secondly, it had an advanced programme of its own. This 
programme would have as objective, the early attainment of independence. 

Sardar Patel, addressing the Gandhi Seva Sangh Conference at Brindaban, 
clarified the position regarding the recent events and the split in the Congress. 
The need for unity and discipline was stressed by nim. 

The Bombay Moslem League Conference adopted a resolution appealing to the 
Lucknow Moslems to end the Shia Sunni dispute. 

Mahatma Gandhi wired to Mr. Virawala that he intended to visit Eajkot again. 

The report on the Working of the All-India Spinners’ Association recorded re¬ 
markable progress and expansion of the Association in ail directions. 

9th. The Assam Legislative Council rejected by 11 votes to 9, the Finance Minister's 
motion for consideration of the Agricultural Income Tax Bill which had been 
passed by the Lower House. 

10th. In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Speaker, Khan Bahadur Azizul Huq, 
presented the Assembly Powers and Privileges Bill. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the President (Mr. B. C. Mitra) gave his 
ruling on the point of order raised by the Eaja Bahadur of Nashipur, question¬ 
ing the competence of the Provincial Legislature to pass a measure which sought 
to raise revenue by levying an ungraduated tax on trades, professions, callings 
and employments, exempting persons who did not pay income tax,—the chair’s 
direction was that the Bill was to be proceeded with. 

11th* Gandhiji gave an indication in Bombay of the next step he proposed to take 
on reaching Eajkot. He explained in an interview to the Press that as soon as 
he reached Eajkot he would resume the threads of the negotiations. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill 
was passed by 128 votes to 65. Members of the Proja Party, numbering 15, 
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did not participate in the voting. Bj. Sarat Chandra fioso described the Bill as 
“pcrnieioiis and inupiitous” and attacked the provisions relating to separate elec¬ 
torates for Moslems, allocation of seats and nomination. 

The Primary and Secondary Education lio-orgaiiisation Committee presided 
over by Acharya Narendra Dev, which was appointed by the U. P. Government, 
recommended thorongh overhaul of the present day system of primary and 
secondary education to suit the changer! needs of the country, by co-ordinating 
the hand, the eye and the brain of youthful aspirants. 

12th. The Government of BUiar issued a Press coramunique, explaining the 
Government’s difficulty in arriving at a suitable definition of political prisoners 
which formcrl the ground for the recent hunger-strike by Babul Banklrtayya- 
yana, a Buddhist monk, who had been convicted, but now released, in connexion 
with the Amwai agrarian imitation. 

Mabatma Gandlu, after his arrival at Rajkot, discussed with the local Parishad 
workers tiie future line of action. Darbar Virawala paid a visit to Mahatma 
Gan^. 

13th. The coTrcspondoncc that passed between Mahatma Gandhi and Sj. Bubhas 
Chandra Bose was released for publication ; the letters described bow the Congress 
was divided on fundamental issues of policy and how personiilitics widened 
tile gulf between tbe Gandhian Group and the “Eorward Bloc” under tbe 
leadership of Sj. Bubhas Chambi Bose. 

Bj. Bose wanted a reversal of the ]ioItey of the Confess under Gandhiji’s 
Icailersliip, be wanted to force the issue in the form of an “nltimatnm” to tiie 
British Governmout. Maliatma disagreed and wrote back: “I have the firm 
beli^ that the Congress as it is today cannot ‘deliver the gowls’, cannot offer 

civil disobeilienec, worth the name. 1 smell violence in the air I breathe”. 
Sj. Bose dissented. “Spcakiiig for Bengal”, he said, “I can say with full 
aiitiiority that tiic Province was never more non-violent during the last 30 
years tbau tixlay,” 

Durbar Virawala met Mahatma Uandbi at Rajkot regarding Rajkot reforms. 
Mr. Kalidas Parckh, representing tiio moderate group, hud also a prolonged 
interview with Mahatma Gandhi. 

14th. Mr. A. K. Fazliil Hnq, the Premier of Bengal, circulated a note on the 

question of fixing [lerccntagcs for the different communities in the public 

services of the province, in which he replied to agrnments advanced by Mr. 

Nalini Ranjan Barker in an earlier note already published in the Press. Mr. 
Huq, in his note, attempted to make ont a cose for an all round reservation of 
55 p. e. for Muslims and 13 p. e. for the scheilulcd castes. 

An informal conference of Uindu leaders diBcussed the question of fixing a 
quota of communal perccutages in public sorvic.es in Bengal, at the residence 
of Dr. Bhyama Prosad Mukberjee in Calcutta. The Oonfcrcnce strongly felt 
the necessity of making a rcproscntatioi) or leading a deputation to His 
Excellency tiie Govenior at Darjeeling for requesting him not to give his assent 
to the Ministry’H proiKwal for fixing the communal ratio disregarding tiie 
opinion of tbe Hindu leaders. 

Sardav Patel in his presidential address to the fifth session of the Bbavnagar 
Praja Parishad said, “The Princes should liecomo the real protector of the peo]do; 
tiii^ should follow in tbe footsteps of tiie Ring Einiwor and devise means to 
avert forever a clash between the Ruler mid the ruled, which was inevitable if 
early steps were not taken.” 

15th. Mr. H. G. Dcnneliy, Chief Becretary to the Government of Assam issued 
a communique on Diglioi, stating tiiat a tiendlock hod reached in tiie dispute 
there and aiuiouncm that the Government would maintain an attitude of 
neutrality. ...... .... 

In the Bihar Council, the not situation at Gaya was the subject of an 
adiournmeiit motion notice. Dr. Rajcndra Prasad addressing a public meeting 
at Gaya ainiealed for communal harmony j he was followed by Mr. Bayed Abdul 
Ari/-, Presiaent, Bihar Moslem Tjcagua 

Tbe time of one week allowed by the Sind Government to the authorities 
of the Om Mandali to show cause why tiioir institution should not be banned 
expired without any rejdy having been roedved. 

Gandhiji had a long discussion with the group of Moderates at Rajkot. 
Mi^atmaji asked them to obtain from Mr. Virawala a draft of the scheme of 
reforms which the State was prepared to concede. 
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16th. Sj. Subbns Chandra Rose addressing the ddogates of the Youth T^eague 
Conference at Unao, esjdaincd the policy ol bis “Forward Bloc” in relation to 
Oandhian policy. He said he would follow the Congress programme but would 
not necessarily submit to Uic Gandhinn i»liey. Ho felt that if the Congress 
Socialist I’arly did not join his ‘Bloc’ it should give permission to its metiers 
to join it, otlicrwise the Socialist Party would be wt^cned, for some of its 
members must come over to his ‘bloc’. 

Darbar Virawala lud an interview with Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatmaji tried 
to ascertmn whether it was (lossible to evolve an acceptable scheme of settlement 
without the intervention of a third party. Earlier, Darbar Virawala paid a 
visit to Mr. G. O. Gibson. 

Mr. C. F. Andrews, in a statement to the Press from Conoor, referred to the 
pro|>oscd raciiil legislation in South Africa ami how this would seriously iniure 
future relations between die two countries. The ultimate policy was, he said, 
to exclude as many Indians os possible from Africa and tlien to treat tnose who 
could not bn driven out ns aliens ami racial inferiors. 

A meeting of Moslem women of Calcutta was held under the auspices of the 
AlLIndia Mbslcra Women’s Couferenoe (Bengal I’roviucial branch) and the Majma- 
ul Banal to cx|)rcss their ilisaitproval of the Bhia Bunni dispute at Lucknow. 

17th. Mahatma Gandhi, in a statement from Rajkot, renounced the advantages 
accruing from the award of tlio Chief Justice of India in the matter of 
Rajkot reforms. 

'rbe joint session of both IToiiscs of the IT. P. Ijegislatnre, the second in the 
history of tlie ]>-c8eiit legislature, jtassed the Motor Spirits Taxation BUI as 
nmenued by a Go^'crQment motion. 

The simullancoiiS oi>ening of os-cr 1500 schools throughout the province marked 
the launching of the literacy campaign in Bind. Over a thousand volunteers 
enrolled themselves. 

18th. Sj. Subhas Cliandra Bose, addressing a public meeting of journalists at 
Cawn))Ovo, rcitorat.^<l bis rmoits for forming the “Forward Bloc” and outlined 
the programme of the party. 

Maliatma Gamlhi renounced the award of the Chief Justice of India in the 
matter of Rajkot Reforms Committee. 

At a publi( meeting in Caioiitla, the Hindus of Bengal passed a resolution 
recording tlieir protest against the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill. 

Btrong criticism levelled against Mahatma Oaiidbi and the ConCTcss in the 
course of a speech by Dr. N. B. Khare, formerly Ih-emier of the Central Pro- 
viiices, led to scenes of rowdyism at a mcetiug lield at Nagpur. 

The Om Manda'i and the Om Nivas were declared unlawful associations by 
the Governor of Bind in exercise of tlie ixjwors conferred on him by Bee. 16 of 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908. 

20th. Mahatma Gandhi, <'’cmmcnUiig on a statement by Mr, Horekrishna Mehtab 
on the situation at Talchor, in the Harijan, remtuked, “Talcher promises to 
be much worse than Rajkot.’’ 

air. Mohanlal Saxeiia, m, P. a, (Central), in a statement to the Press, said that 
8j. Biibhas Bose’s observation that the Congress Ministries luul ceased to think 
in terms of Swaraj, was nothing ‘‘short of a libel, coming as it docs from one 
who laid down the clmrgcs of the highest ofliite of the Congress only a few 
weeks ago,” 

21st. At Rajkot a proclamation announcing the appointment of a Committeo to 
recommend reforms and the restoration of lines, coniiscated property and civil 
liberties was made by the Thakore Bahcb of Rajkot at a ceremonial Durbar. 
Mahatma Gandhi aecompninett by Mrs. Easturibai Gandhi attended the function. 

In connexion with iJic “All-India PoliUcal Prisoners’ Day”, a resolution urmng 
the immediate release of political prisoners was pass^ at a meeting in Bradba- 
nanda Park, Calcutta. The meeting was one of a scries held in different parts 
of the city in accordance with the wishes of Dr. Rajcndra Prasad, the Congress 
President. Mr. J. 0. Gupta M. L. A. presided. 

In a Hindu Moslem clash at Bholapur, 4 persons were injured,^ two fatally, 
following an attack on a batch of six newly arrived Arya Samaj Batyagiahi 
Volunteers. 

22iid. Sj. Subhas Chandra Bos& addressing the Bogra District Political Conference 
at Dhupcharshia, reiterated his hath in “non-violent non-co-operation” as the 
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beat weapon tor fighting tlie country’s canso, and added that it the people took 
up this method on a wider scale than hitherto, they would att lin freedom in a 
very short time. _ 

Mr. 8. 8. Ratliwala, Boml)ay Socialist, was arrested in Bombay on a warrant 
issued by the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, on a charge of sedition. 

2Srd. Mahatma Gandhi, addressing a public meeting at Rajkot, said, “I believe I 
have oiieued a now page in the history of Rajkot by my repentance and by the 
frank admission of my failure. In this I require your help. I cannot go on single 
handed. If the Ruler and ruled both join hands and do their duty, this apparent 
failure wouhl turn into a victory. This necessitates unity among the people.” 

Mr. 8. Satyamurthi, deputy leader of the Congress I’arty in the Central 
Assembly, addressing a punlio meeting in Madras, strongly deprecated the for¬ 
mation of the “Forward Bloc” within the Congress by Sj. Bubhas Bose. Ho 
apjioalcd to Congressmen not to support tlie “Bloc”. Mo also said that he 
would never ac-cept tlie Federation, ana wouhl play his part in resisting it. He 
strongly advocated that the Congress should endeavour to capture nil elected 
seats in the Federal _ legislature by prcvciiling any Federal ministi’y from func¬ 
tioning and liy refusing to accept ullicc. This fight would, of («urse, be strength¬ 
ened by the light outside”. 

2«h. A I’resB Note isaned by the District Magistrate of Bholapur on the communal 
riot in tlie city on tlie '21st. gave the ensualties at two persons killed and 26 
injiireiL Tlie disturbances lasted for about half an hour; the situation was 
under control. 

Dr. Ram Monohar Lohia, formerly Secretary of the Foreign Department of 
the All-India Congress Committee was an-ested in Calcutta, under Bee. r24-A. 
I. P. 0. (Seditition). 

20th. In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, on the motion of the Finance Minister, 
Mr. N, R. Barker, the Fiiuiuco Bill 1939, os amended by the Ijcgislativc Council, 
was passed. 

27th. The Hindu leaders’ dopulalion from Calcutta waited on Ilis Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal at the Government House, Darjeeling, to represent the Ifindu 
viewpoint on the question of a revision of the communal ratio in the Publie 
Services. The deputation was led by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 
Other memliors of the deputation were; Dr. Byama Prasad Mookherjeo, Mr. N. 
K. Basu, Mr. S. N. Bannerjoo, Sir Jl. S. Paul, the Maharaja of Mymensingh 
and Mr. N. C. Chattci-jec. 

Presiding over the I’rovlncial Khilafat Conference in Bombay, B^um 
Mohammed Ali made a fervent appeal to Moslems to sink their dilFerences and 
work unitedly to protect tlicir rights. 

28th. An apjieal to His Kxcollency the Governor of Bengal to protect the rights of 
Hindus, who were a minority community in the province, was containeil in the 
moraoraudum submitted by the ilcputatioii of Hindu leaders, which wait^ on His 
Excellency at Darjeeling to represout the community’s view point on the question 
of fixing a communal ratio in the Public Services. The deputation contended 
that it was a fit cause for involving the special rcsponsibilitcs of the Governor 
under the Governraont of India Act mid the Instrument of Instructions, Hindus, 
the memorandum stated, asked for no special privileges, ‘‘but demand^ fair and 
equitable treatment. They claim that no arbitrary restrictions should be imposed 
on them and the field should bo left 0 |>cn to free and fair comiictition.” 

Meanwhile, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Muq, the Bengal Premier, replied to the letter 
of 8j. Barat (aiandra Bose, Leader of the Congress Party in Oic Assembly 
refuting several charges, which lie characterked as unfounded, against himscu 
the Bengal tlovcrnmont and the Coalition Party and sought 8j. Itose’s co-opera¬ 
tion in solving the problem of fixing a communal ratio for the services. 

Pandit Jawaluirlal NcJiru, writing in the National Herald on the “Al-India 
Congress Committee and After”, stated, “The High Command, as it is called 
may have erred often enough, and it has certainly acted in an authoritarian way 
but to suggest that it tends towards Fascist methods is to exhibit ignorance ’’ 
Ho dealt with the growing schism in the Congress and criticized the formation 
of the ‘‘Forward Bloc.” 

Mr. Obeidullah Sindhi, speaking at the Agra Provincial Jamait-Ul-Ulema 
Conference at Moradabad stressed the need for Hindu Muslim unity to fl k uto 
India’s freedom. He advised Muslims to join the finnprBaa, 



—2 JDNE ’39 ] CHRONICLE OP EVENTS 32(c’ 

District Magistrato of Lncknow renewed the curfew order for a further 
penod of thr*^ weeks in view of the continued stndned relations ^tween Shias 
and Buniiis. 

29th. The Conference of Ministers at _ Simla sueigeBtcd a plan of action jm-ainst 
rammiinal propaganda, in a comniiiiitquc, which contained among other things, 

It IS recpmmcnctal titat ftrovincial Oov<irnmciits su]i])iy one another with details 
of tiieir riot sclicnies so far ns ilicse have been preparcu for areas where commu¬ 
nal or other disturbances arc likely. 

80th. At Rajkot, tlie case of Sunnis in connexion with the Tabarra agitation at 
Lncknow was placed l>efore Mniuttma Caadiii by Juuab /afai'-iil-Mulk. A Shia 
deputation had seim Muliatnia Uandhi before. 

rhc_ Government of Assam issu^ a <‘Onimunique drawing attention to the 
activities of certain persons misleading tenauls in iho permanently settled areas 
regarding paymcni. of rents, and rcniuring inisiindcrstmidings with regard to this 
question. 

The Working Committee of tlic K.atliiawar 1‘olilicnl Conference met Mahatma 
Gandhi, at Rajkot, when Mahatmaji exphiincil to them his now policy towards the 
States. He also listened to the accounts of tlic state of anairs in the 
various parts of Katiiiawar. 

8l8t._ The All-India Congress Executive dccidtHl to iiitcrvene in tlie labour strike at 
Digboi. Dr. Rajcmlrii Trasad sent a telegram lo Mr. Siulbiii raraimvnik, a 
lalionr leader, to come and sec him. Mr. 1*uram,iiiik met Dr. Rajcmlra I'rasacl. 

The Aryan league at New Delhi jaissrtl resolutions rcgunling the Hyderabad 
Satyagraha. (Jne icsolution r<^:rcttcd the “nnfortnnatc inci<lcut” at Shola])ur, 
“leading to the loss of some lives”, while atioUitr regretted tliat the order of the 
Djstriet Magistrate of Sholapnr ordering all Arya Satyograhis to quit Sholapur 
witliin 12 hours was ilrastic and unjust. 

_Mr. J. D. Tyson, in the mcmornii<lum submitted by him to tJic Royal Com¬ 
mission on the West Imlics, stiysscd on the urgent need of Indian settlers in 
Jamaica, British (iuiana and Trinidad in the matlcr of iiuusing, education, land 
settlement and eni]>loYmcnt. 

I’andit Jawaliarlal Nchrn, in an artidc. on “l'’otloration” in (he Naiunial Herald, 
said, “Federation cannot come. It is dead and tliere is no magic imtion that 
will give it life.” 
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Ist. Tlic Hindu lenders’ deputation that waited on the Governor of Bwignl (May 
27th) ill connexion with the question of the cominiiiial ratio in llic jiiibiic servi¬ 
ces, issued a statenieni, in reply to tlic Bengal I’rnniior, to flio effect that the 
statement of tlio Chief Minister on the niemoriindiim of the Hindu delegation 
had not come to them as a snrjirisc. It also said, “It is interesting to find Mr. 
Fazlnl Hiiq, of all iieiwiis. peising as tlie ehiimpion of ‘real HinUn-Moshm unity* 
after all hjjS aggressive and unjusiifniltle anli-Hintlii ontbiirsts during Uie laat two 
years, and sjHxiidly after his Calcutta Muiiieit>al Bill and liis auti-llindu proj'O- 
sals with regard to tlie inildic, services”. 

Mr. ,T. G. Bhcarcr, Bpceial Bossions Judge, Ranjnir, sciilenccd tlirco men to 
death, eight to IranajKirtntion for life and live olliers to various terms of inipri- 
soument ; the ease arising out of tlio murder of Major K. L. Bazalgctto, J’oUtieal 
Agent, Orissa Bitiles Agency, on January .'i, at Kanpur during mob violoiurc. 

The Bombay Ohamlter of Commerce strongly jirolcsted against tlic introduction 
of prohibition in Bombay. 

Moulana Hnbibur Jinliamaii, the Ahrar leader, speaking at the U. P. Aliror 
Political Conference at Meerut, asserted that the try of Islam in danger raised 
by the Muslim League was baseless ami was intended to mislead the ignorant 
Moslem masses for the selfish cud of those who elaimcd to be the leaders of the 
community. 

2nd. 2*2 influential Moslem Icadci-s, iiieliidiiig tlio Premiers of Bengal and tlio 
Puiijab, suggested vohinlary renunciation ny Bhias and Biinnis of tli<5 right 
claimed by dicm to jnibllc recitation of tlic Taliaira and tlio Madlio Bahaba, res¬ 
pectively. Such reiium iation, the leaders urged, would offer a rcasouablo basis 
for ail honourable settlement. 
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Maulana Abnl Ealam Azad issued an appeal to Bhias to suspend Civil Disobe¬ 
dience pmding an amicable settlement no proposed to undertake in the Shia 
Bunni dispute at Lucknow. 

Srd. Bj. Bubbas Chandra Bose’s announcement of the list of ollice bearers and 
members of the executive council of the Bengal I’rovincial Congress Committee, 
gave rise to considerable resentment among members of the groups in the B. B. 
C. C. in opraition to Sj. Bose. 

3^ Jamait-nl-Clema Conference, Bengal, was held in Calcutta : some excite¬ 
ment marked the proceedings, the political creed of the bosly being identical with 
that of the Congress : it aroused the opposition of Moslem Ix:agne sympathisers. 

Mr, Barat Chandra Bose, leader of the Congress Tarty in tlie Bengal Assembly, 
in his presidential address at the Pabna District Political Conference, made a 
strong criticism of the policy of the Bengal Ministry and urged that the Con¬ 
gress should give up its conservatism and cultivate a “revolutionary psychology.” 

4th. Mahatma Gandhi enunciated his new technique in Bombay, regarding the 
Indian States problem according to his new light in a statement on Travancore. 
He said, ’’The Rajkot agitation teaches mo that it is not enough to have with¬ 
drawn the char^ against Bir C. P. Ram.aswami, But it is necessary.to re¬ 
cognize that the Travancurcans have not only to reckon with tlic Maharaja, but 
also with his Diwan.” 

Mr. Rajendra i*raaad, the Congress President, referred to the dissensions in the 
Congress ranks. He said, “In a vast country and in a big organisation as the 
Congress, diiferenccs of opinion were bound to exist. No body ^ould be alarm- 
e<l: they were all one and the same with ry^ard to the ultimate objective, name- . 
ly, the attainment of Puma Bwaraj.” In tins connexion ho also mentioned the 
constitution committee, which was meeting in Bombay, and nddixt that numerous 
snggestions were under consideration for amending the constitution of tlic Congress. 

Mr. B. Q. Kher, the Bombay I’rcmier, in opening llie Western and Central 
India Uarijan Bevak Courerenco at Poona, expressed Uic view that 'untouchabili- 
ty’ as a recognised port of Hindu custom would disappear in tlic next few years, 
at least from the Bombay Presidency. 

The Ulema Conference which was holding its second day’s session in Calcutta, 
was dissolved by tlio police, following c.ontinuons uproar for about an hour and half. 

Sj. Bubhas Chandra Bose, addressing the I’abna District I’oliticul Conference, 
at Hetampur, said, “The ‘Forward Bloc’ is the product of historical necessity 
and it has been born at tlio right time and in the pro)'cr manner.” He addeo, 
“If tills task had been postponed or delayed, the internal crisis might have 
appeared at a time when the external crisis was overtaking ns.” 

Rulers and Ministers of the States in tlie Eastern States Agency met in 
Calcutta to discuss problems attaching to ‘Federation’. 

Mr. Baijuath Bajorin, m. i.. a. (Central) presiding at tlic annual general 
meeting of the Marwari Association, in Oalcntta, strongly condemned the policy 
of present day labour leaders id fomenting strikes for personal reasons. 

5th. Mr. V. D. Bavarkar, presiding over the Mahakoslial Provincinl Hindu Maha- 
sabba Conference at Jubbulpore, observed, “The Hindu Maliasabha wants to 
dotoid the just rights of Hindus without encroaching uiion those of other com¬ 
munities. It docs not want any weight^e or privileges such os other communi¬ 
ties are claiming.” 

6th. The Constitution Commillco appointed by the All-India Congress Committee 
at its meeting in Calcutta, suggested several im]x>rtant and far reaching 
amendments to tlie Congress Conslilution, in Bombay : the Committee suggested 
continuous membership and a permanent Congress register in order to avoid 
bogus membership. No person should be a Congress delegate or an office 
bearer whose name had not appeared on the Congress register for the last throe 
years. The Committee also recommended fixra coustitucucies, insU^ of 
changing consUtuencies. 

In the Beramporc subdivision in Bengal, about 15,000 operatives went on strike 
in three jute mills. The mills atTocted were the Victoria Jute Mill, the t^ North 
Bhamnuggor Jute Mill and the Angus Jute Mill. 

7th. The Rulers’ Connell, Estoni Btates Agency, concluded their deliberations in 
Calcutta; they considered the reiiort of the Committee of Ministei-s and agre^ 
with its views to support generally the Hydari Committee recommendations on 
Federal matters. 


~12 JUKE >39 ] CHROKICIiE OF EVENTS 32(e) 

The Calcutta High Court held the opinion that the Ministry of a province 
did not form part of the Executive Goviunment of the Province in the acuso 
employed by Sec, 17, I. 1*. 0. on two references made by two Presidency 
Mi^istrates of Calcutta arising out of two eeditiem cases penduig against the 
Basumati, a vemacuiar daily. 

8th, The official birth day of His Majesty the King Emperor was edebrated 
throughout India. 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narain, the Congress Socialist leader, criticized in Patna the 
aims of Bj. Bubhas Bose’s new party, the Forward Bloc. In the course of a 
statement suggesting the consolidation of all left forces in the Congress, ho de¬ 
clared, "llio Congress is not a parliament where opposing parties must try to 
oust one anoUicr from power. It is a ‘front’ the unity of which must not be 
impaired.” 

The proposal changes in the Congress constitution suggested by the Congress 
Constitution Committee in Bombay, evoked a great deal of interest among 
Congress circles in Calcutta who welcomed tlie proposals as an improve¬ 
ment on the old amstitulion and which might check "corruption and malprac¬ 
tices”. The suggestion of Uic Committee regarding continuous membership and 
maintenance of a {lermancnt Congress register, was particularly appra-iated. 

The National Planning Committee in Bombay fnvourwl a system of licensing 
of new factories and also the regulation of Utc existing factories. 

9tli. Dr. Rajcndni Prasad, the Congress IVesielent, visited Calcutta and resumed 
the discussion of tho situation at Digboi, where the workers of the Assam Oil 
Company went on strike for some time. Those who particii)atc.d in the talks 
included Mr. O. N. Bardoloi, tho Assam I’rcmicr, Mr. Fakruddin Ali Ahmed, 
tlie Finance Miiiiste^rj Assam, Mr. T,iiig«.‘ma)i, acting general manner of the oil 
company Mr. Budlundra Paiamanik, strikers’ reprcsciitalive, Dr. B. C. Boy and 
Dr. PrafuUa Chandra Chose. 

An informal investiture was held following n State banquet at tJie Darjeeling 
Goverumetit House, when tiic Governor of Bengal presented stmads und badges to 
several persons. 

The Bind Assembly passsed the Anti-Dowry Bill. 

lOth. His Highness the Jam_ Saheb of Nawanagar, Clionccllor of tlic Chamber of 
Princes, presiding over a joint _coiifercu<‘c of Imlinii ITinecs, reprcsentativcB of 
certain Knlcrs and States’ Ministers in Bombay, stressed on tho importance 
of joint action on the part of the Princely Order both iu regard to 
Federation and other reforms in tho States. TJic general and political nspwts 
of the revised draft of tlic Instrument of Accession were also discussed in too 
aliove conference. Sir Akbnr llydari, Mr, Madhab Kao of MyWe, Mr. /jiidi of 
Bampore and Mr, fCiitshi of Itcwa c.xi>rcHsal their views. 

Mr. Zafar Ali Khan, m. j„ a. ((V»ntral) iu his prcsidoiitml address at the 
Nagrmr Divisional Moslem Polilical Conference, at Nagpur, made a fervent 
appeal for tinily in Moslem ranks under Uie Moslem Ijeaguc linnuer. 

liaja Saheb Auitya Pratap SiiigU Deo of Btiraikella, (Orissii) at a lai^dy attended 
Durbar, announced some important polilical ooiieesKkuis, such ns the establishment 
of Village pnnchayals, Pir pniichoyats (Uwal liodics for sjiauiicd areas) and a I’raja 
Parishnd (Central representative body) and the major iiortion of toe Slates’ re¬ 
venue for administrative expenditure. 

12th. A Bengal Government communique annoniical the decisions of the Bengal 
Ministry on toe rjucstion of revision of the eommunal ratio in toe Public Ser¬ 
vices. It said, “The basic percentage of reservation for Moslems in direct reermt- 
ment will be 50 iierecnt. Government have further accepted the principle toat 
provided that qualiiicd caudidatea are available, 15 percent of appointments by 
direct recruitments shall bo reserved for toe sehedided castes, but such icsma- 
tion shall not exceed 30 percent of Non-Moslem ilircet appointments.” 

The conference of tho Indian I’rinces and their Ministers concluded in 
Bombay, after adopting a resolution disapproving certain terms of the Federal 
scheme provided in Uie revised draft of toe Instrument of Aeecasion, circulate 
among the Princes. The Coiiforeuco recorded its belief toat “it could not bo the 
intention of Mis Majesty’s Government to close toe door on an All-India Federa¬ 
tion.” 

The Hydari Committee on Federation which met in Bombay under the chair¬ 
manship of Bit Akbar Hydari, ITime Minister, Hyderabad State, came to ^ 
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concIuBion that the terms of the draft Instrument of Accession were unsatis- 
factow from the point of view of treaty riKhts, rights of internal administration, 
and the economic rights of the States, The Committee suggested modifications 
in the draft on the above points. 

14»h. His Highness the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior issued a proclamation 
announdng a scheme of constitutional reforms for tiie State. 

I5t^ His Higlmcss the Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, Chancellor of the Chamber of 
ibices, in the course of a speech in Bombay elucidated the objection of the 
^dian Princes to the Federal scheme; incidentally he traced the origin of the 
Federal scheme. 

Hn Rajendra PrasaA tlie Congress President, in an interview at Patna, on 

• j rcjec.tion of the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession, 

§2Jr’ j . where they are, one may take it tliat Fctloration is dead.” 

^e decision of the Prinoes must have come as a great shock to ardent 
advocat^ of Federation, althoneji it must have beoi known to many that they 
(the Princes) were not as favourably inclined towards it as they wore supposw 
to be." 

Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose, in a Press interview at I.«horc, said, “The problem 
before India is no longer how to resist Federation. Tlie problem really is as 
to what we shall do if Federation is quietly shelved. On this point my mind 
is perfectly clear that times are so opjiortime that we shall be committing 
political suicide if we do not avail ourselves of the opportunities by taking the 
the initiative and forcing the issue of Puma Bwaruj,” 

17th. Mahatma Gandhi wrote an article in tlie Jlarijan and inserted a letter from 
the Most Rov. Dr. Thomas D. Rolierts, 8. J., Awhbishop of Bombay, eliuddating 
certain moral issues raised by the inauguration of prohibition in the Bombay 
Presidency. 

The Director of the Information Bureau, Piiujab, issued a communique 
containing a warning that firm action, including the enforcement of tlie Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, would be taken, if uccessary, against the organisers of 
the Kisan Batyagraha in I.iahore. 

The AU'Iudia Hindu Mabasabba at Morndabnd planned to strengthen its 
movement in the United Ibrovinces: the Maliasabhn cx)>rcsBed the view mat the 
United Provinces Congress and the U. P. Government fiiilcd to protect the 
interests of the Hindus in the provinces. 

18th._ Sj. Snbbas Bose was accordwl a great welcome on his arrival at the Pcshiiwar 
City railway station. He was taken in procession to tJ»e Cantonment. Bj. Bose 
narrated the giroiimstanccs leading to the formation of the ‘Forward Bloc’ and 
said that the present Working _ Committee of tlie Congress was eomiMis^ 
mainly of “Qandhiites” and did not enjoy tJic confidence of the Congress as 
a whole. 

Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel met the Mysore State Congress Delegation at 
Bombay, re: reforms in Indian States. Pandit Nclini emphasized tliat it was 
not desirable to lower the immediate demand of the States’ people, namely, full 
responsible Government and explained tliat non-acoeptanco of tlie reforms by 
the States’ people, if found unsatisfactory at any stage, need not iieccssaiily 
mean immediate mass civil disobedience. The question of mass action was 
after all entirely de^iendciit u^iou the inbcient streng^ of the States’ people 
themselves. 

Mr. A. K. Fazlnl Huq, the Bengal Premier, in a signwl article in tlie Bengal 
Government journal, quoted figures of service qualifications of Hindus and 
Moslems in the Bengal Sccrctai'iat. He said, “In the case of non-Moslems, tho 
peroentago of officers possessing ma.ximum qualification is 33 percent; but in 
the cose of Moslem officers those possessing maximum qualifications arc 40 
percent. Regarding minimum qualifications it will be found that of tlio 
non-Moslems, 24 percent possess only the base minimum qualification and even 
less; but, in the case of Moslems, only 1C iiorceut possess minimum 
qualifications,” ^ 

IBth. At Cawnpore, the police had to open fire to deal with the situation following 
communal noting over tho Rathjatro foitival. There was a fracas near the 
Moolganj mosque when brickbats were thrown at the Ratbjatra procession. 

Sardar Patm advised the Mysore State Congress deputation that they should 
onee again approach the Mysore State authorities with their demand for full 
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responsible Oovernment before taking a final deeision as to their future course 
of action. 

Maulaiia Abul Kalam Asad in the course of a statement appealed to Bhia 
leaders in Lucknow to suspend Satyagraha. 

30th. At Cawnpore, whore communal rioting had broken out over the Rathjatra 
procession, the situation was rather calm. The procession, which broke up in 
disorder the previous day, was tuken out, a record crowd accompanying the 
Rath (Car), 

The Excentive Committee of the Reiigal Provincial Congress Socialist Party 
at a meeting in Cabmtta, adopted a resolution welcoming the formation of the 
Forward Bloc Ity Sj. Subhas Bose, the nre^rnmmo of which “can serve as the 
basis of a common programme on whum the entire Left can combine.” 

22nd. The Congress Working Committee decided to postpone till the next Congress, 
consideration of tlie araciulineiit to clause 5 ((') of the Congress Constitution, 
siiggcslcrl l)y tiic Coiislitution Hub-Coin mitten. The amendment sought to exclude 
snch t'ocigrcsi'mcn wlio were oflice bearers of communal bodies or any other 
organisations wliose programmes and )>olicie8 were opi>oscd to those of mo Con- 
gi'ess, from Jioldiiig any executive posilioii in Congress oiganizatious. The 
Committee (xmsidered tlie l)igboi strike situation. 

8j. Hulihas Bose, presiding over the first All-Tndia Forward Bloc Radical 
Conference, in Bombay, explained tlio aims mid objects of toe Forward Bloc and 
the necessity for ifs creation. 

The Htanding (ioramittcc of tlie Ali-Tiidta States Peoples’ Conference met in 
Bombay. Pandit Nehru presided. A Bub-Committee was appointol to colloot 
material for tiie compilation of an antooritativo book on the conditions prevailing 
in Indian States. 

2Srd. The Congress Working Committee (in Bombay) discussed the position of 
Indians abroad, Uie relation between the Congress Committees in the provinces 
and the Ckmgrcsa Ministries and Mahatma tfaudhi’s new “techniauo” regarding 
the Imitation in Indian States. The Working Committee decided that the provin¬ 
cial Congress Ooniraittccs slionld not expect to direet or dominate the Ministers, 
but the inttev should kceii in toueli with the provincial Congress Committees and 
inform them of all their important moves, tn too case of aente difTcrence too 
matter eliould be referred to too Congress I’arliaraentary Sub-Committee whose 
decision shall lie final. 

The programme of toe Forward Bloc was adopteil by too All India Forward 
Bloc Radical Conference in Bombay ; tlm Confe rence approved the formation of 
a “Left Consolidation Committee” consisting of the repiesentativoB of toe left 
wing and toe Forward Bloc, or giving cffci’.t to a common and agreed programme 
and also to bring about complete consolidation and unity of the entire left wing 
of the Congress. 

24th. Mr. Ilajcndra Frasad, toe Congress President, addressing toe All India Con¬ 
gress Committee which met in Bombay for its three day session mode an appeal 
for unity and discipline among Congressmen to meet too situation facing toe 
country in larious spheres. Mr. Prasad referred to the international situation, 
particularly India’s attitude to war and F«leration, and deplored "toe forces of 
disintegration that were at work in the country and toe domestic faction and 
internal eonflict’’ in toe Congress. 

The All India Congress Committee disirussod the position of Indians overseas, 
and aeccptcil an amendment to the Congress constitution seeking to extend too 
‘‘lirobation” period of a mcmlier ciialiiiug him to exorcise toe ri^t of franchise 
from 3 months to a year. Iho Committee also passed resolutions protesting 
against tlie Ceylon Government’s action in trying to eject Indian settlers and 
another condemning tlie South African Oovernraout’s s^egation proposals. 
Pattablii Sitaramayya moved toe resolution on Ceylon ; Mr, Bhulabhai Desai 
moved tlie resolution on the South African question. 

Gandhiji wrote in the Harijan under the caption “Its implications” dealing with 
statements made by liim with regartl to Indian States. He said, 'The positive 
implication of toe Rajkot chapter in my life is the discovery that toe non-violence 
claimed lor the movement since 1920, marvellons though it was. was not unadul¬ 
terated. The results though brilliant would have been far richer if our non¬ 
violence had been complete”. 
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25th. The Diitboi strike situation was considcied bn the Congress Working Com* 
mittee. Mr. Goitinath Rardoloi, the Premier of Assam, was present ; he acquain¬ 
ted the members of the Working Committee with details of the dispute between 
the workers and their employers, and the attitude of the management of the Oil 
Comiiany to the demands of tlic strikers. The Committee framed a tentative 
resolution to be placed before the All India Congress Committ^. 

Ihe All India Oongresss Committee passed practically all the amendments to 
tlie Congress Constitution suggested by the Bub-Committee with a view to pur¬ 
ging the organization of ‘Corruption’. There was a lively discussion on the 
clauses regarding eligibility for election to Provincial or District Congress Com¬ 
mittees, the exclusion of members of communal organizations from office in tbo 
Congress, and the appointment of election IVibunals. 

28th. The All India, Congress Committee in Bombay passed by 130 votes to 60, 
Sardar Yallnbhbluii Patel’s resolution prohibiting the launching of civil disobe¬ 
dience by Congressmen without the previous sanction of the provincial Congress 
Committee eoricerned. The resolution was strongly opposcil by Bwami Sahajananda 
Baraswati, leader of the All India Kisan Organization, who said the motion, if 
accepted, would have the effect of driving out of the Congress those who took 
part in the peasant movement. 

'J'he Congress Working Committee circulated among the members of the All 
India Congress Committee its resolution on the Digboi strike situation. 

The Raja of Dhenkaiial, Orissa, at a siiccial Darbar in the Bang Mahal, 
announced a immlicr of reforms, which were on the lines on the reforms 
announced by the Baja of Scraikolla, There was an introduction for the first 
time of an elective element in the administration of the civil welfare of the peopla 

27th. The All-India Congress Committee conclmled its four-day session in ^mbay 
after passing Uio Working Committee’s resolution on the Digboi labour dispute, 
and a non-official motion for tlie formation of a separate Andhra Ihovince. The 
Digboi resolution appealed to tlie Company to accept the snggestion of the 
Congress Ihcsident for the settlement of the dispute, failing which the Congress 
advised the Assam Government to midertake legislation tor making acceptance 
for the decision of conciliation boards obligatoi^ and to take steps to stop 
renewal of the base to the Com])any on its termination. 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly passed the Moneylenders Bill, without any 
opj^tion. 

The Congress Premiers, who met in conforonce in Bombay, decided on concerted 
action to fight the evil of commimalism. 

(TCiieral administrative problems confronting the various Provincial Congress 
Committees, csuoeially in view of the new changes in the Congress constitution, 
were discussed at a conference of the Secretaries of the Provincial Congress 
Committees, in Bombay. Babu Bajendra Ih’asod, Congress Resident, presided 
and over 20 Secretaries, who were in Bombay in connexion with the All-India 
Congress Committee, attciulcd. 

Tne All-India Conference of the I.ioague of Badical Congressmen was held in 
Poona, Mr. M. N. Boy presided. 

28th. ’The Bengal IjegislaUve Couneil passed the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1939. The Council adopted on amendment reducing the number of nomi¬ 
nate seats by four, including the three reserved for schemiled castes, 

Sj, Subhas Chandra Bose, in the course of a speech in Bombay, declared that 
he believed, contrary to what many prominent leaders of the Congress believed 
that the time was now riiio for India to embark ui)on an active struggle for 
independence. A splendid opportunity for demanding independence from Britain 
would be lost if not availed of now. 

Tbo Maharaja of Dhenkanal, at a special Darbar, announced ccrtiun reforms in 
his State including remission of 6 months to all prisoners undergoing imprison¬ 
ment in the jails of the State, the icsuscitetion of the old village panebayat the 
setring up of a Praja Faiisitad with 26 nominated members from all over the 
State and the improvement of the organization and personnel of the Hiirh 
Court. ^ 
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Notes on Indian History 

It hss truly been said that a history of India that reveals the whole panorama of 
the vast milleniit of her distinctive life and civilisation in its actual shaiie and colour 
and due proi>ortiou and i>erspective, still remtuns to bo written. The materials for 
drawing such a vast outline and making such a comprehensive and connected sketch 
arc not yet in hand. A fairly dciinite outline and lonnec.tcd sketch which gives the 
promise of being some day developed into what is called “scientific history” has, how¬ 
ever, been steadily emerging out of the mist that veils the immensity of India’s past— 
a mist which (thanks to the labours of the investigators) has iierccptibly thinned with¬ 
out being as yet actually Ufted us far as one can now make one’s incursion into the 
ago l^t saw the birth ot Budhism and Jainism in India in the sintii century B. C. 
Beyond that there is still only “cosmic nebulae” relieved here and there by a few 
stray constellations of lucidly distinct historical facts. These “nebulas” have probably, 
a deptli and density to be measured only in terms of millenia. But from the position 
where we can now make our historiwd jirosiKscting, these vast remote dark siiaces of 
Indian history recede and shrink and fold np and, at last, look like a far-away blank, 
black si>hcnile beyond the galaxy of human remembrance. 

Ancient Indian history is, ap|>arentlY, “full” of smdi gaps and blanks. Beyond the 
time when Alexander the Great invaded the Punjab (^6 B. C.), the galacticid system 
of dctailoil and au^cntic liiduin history does not far extend. There are too many 
luiexplored blank siwices and unformed, chaotic ncbulie beyond that time still. Be¬ 
ginning approximately with that period, we arc furnished, sometimes in abundance, 
with mriy trnstwortiiy material in the slutpc of (;ontcm]x>Tai‘y Greek testimony bearing 
on Indian history, and also, as time rolls on, with inscriptional and outer kindS 
of decipherable and de])cndublc domestic evidence. Of course, an immense mass of 
“documentary” cviileiice and evideuce in the more or loss llidd, volatile state of 
tradition, hcresay and folk-lore (written or unwritten) have always lain by the side 
of the historian lutherto busy with Ms inscriptions, plates, coins, artefurtts lutd any 
corroborative evidence that may ho forthcoming from outside. And that mass of 
ancient Indian documentary evidence aud tradition has, generally, lain ueglccted by 
his side. In has been, geucrnlly, of little lielp to him in reconstructing, “on scientific 
lines”, the missing skelctou of nucient Indian History. It has b&n, however, of 
great use to the comparative mythologist, phylologist and anthropologist. 

But even the historian who seeks to reconstruct on scientific lines the missing 
skeleton of ancient history, whether of India or of any other country, should do 
well to remember that the dry bones of the skeleton ho may have been able to put 
together will not be true, living history unless they can bo made instinct with the 
touch of life which literature, art, tradition, ’myths’, folk-lore, religious and social 
iiistitutions in their earlier and later forms alone can give. From coins, tables etc., 
we can built a possible or even probable frame-work of chronology into which wo 
can )>ut our little bits of tested facts according to one possible plan or other. Such a 
mosiuc of dates and facts (mainly relating to dynastic succession, war and conquest) 
is of course imiwrtant as necessary ground-plan of history. But it is not the com¬ 
pleted structure of history. It is not history as an organic process of evolution. So 
we have todistiguish between structural or morphological history and organic, 
“physicfiogical” history. 

Now, India has been so far p<mr in comparison with some other ancient countries 
like Egypt, Babylonia and China in her “materials” for writing the first kind of 
history, and the available materials, os wc saw, do not carry us mu<h beyond the 
time of Bndha aud Mahavira in the sixth ceiitu^ B. G. Bec^tly, however, a very 
old and, apparently, a high order of civilisation has been unearthed in the Indus 
Valley in the Panjab and in Bind, which, according to current official beliefs, is of 
the Sumerian pattern. The buried cities now discovered bring to light not only 
very interesting features of a civilisation thriving in the westem part of India 
in so remote a past (when the indo-Aryans had not, according to common view, 
yet migrated into India), but they even put into onr hands interesting clnes that may 
evcntusdly help ns to unravel many of the riddles of onr Vedic and post-V^ic history. 
The Tanmk cult, for instance, may have older and deeper roots in the soil of India 
than have so far been granted or suspected. Nothing contemporaneous with or earlier 
than the Indus Valley civilisation has yet been uneuthed in other parts of the sub¬ 
continent. So the present trend of sjieculation is to i^ard the Indus Valley civilisation 
as a sort of wedge driven into Western India—the whole of winch was s&l at the low 
level of aboriginal darkness (with the possible exception of some parts that mi^t have 
risen to the Diavidian ‘light’ level)—probably by the races and civilisatioD of Sumer. 
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We are slill in the duskiniul of probiibilitieo or even less than probabilities as to 
the dates, origiins, early habitats and earlier forms not only of the Indus Valley but 
also of the 'Dravidians and Indo-Arynti people. We do not know for certainty when 
and from where the Indo-Arymis came into India. The faet of Aiyan imniis?ratioii 
into India itself, though ceiierally aecejited, is still disputed. And if immigration be 
admitted, we have, probably, to admit not one but several sneecsBivc streams of 
immigration. Such theory, apparently called for to account for some of the critical 
turnings and “sudden mutations” in our ancient historical evolution, will lead to many 
unexplored avenues of enquiry as to ages and dates, origins and diaractcristics. 

Thk Rkivbda 

The Rigveda—the earliest and the most informing and instructive “documentary” 
evidence that we isissess—appears to set tlic stage amidst scenes which show the 
AlKiriginal, Dravidiaii andlndo-Aryan factors fighting for supremacy first in the land of 
“Five Rivers” and in the Ganges Valley, aiwl then ginihudly, licyond the Vindhya 
Range which with its imi«nctruble forest mantle, stood as a baiiier between Nortlicni 
India (Aryyavaita) and Deei-an. Gradually we find the almrigines cornered ami 
driven to tlie hills ami fiirest where tlicir descciidiiiits, more or less Arymiised, still 
continue to live. In considerable parts they were also absorbed into tlio fold of Aryan 
society and enlturc. And in licing alisorbial Uiey did not fail to impart some little 
part of their own character of the Aryan comjdex. Tlicrc was not so much of rm-ial 
or even lingiilstiu fiisiun as of cultural ossimilntion. The niwcss of Aryunisation in 
language, cuUiuc etc. has been a process admitting, naturally, of difici'ent slmdes and 
di^rees, leaving at the one ciiil aliorigiiia] races that have almost kcjit aloof from 
Aryan inilucnec and liaviug at the other others that have become part and parcel of 
the Aryan system. The Aryanisation of tlio Dravitlian peoples, esiiecially in religion, 
etiUurc and civilisation, has licen a mut^h more pcrfet^toil jiroccss. But on the other 
liand, tlic Ihravidlan impn^s on the Aryan system is also in many places, deep and 
unmista^ble. Hie Dravidian is co-ordinated or even snbordinatol to the Arymi but 
not lost in tlic latter. This |)owcr of assimilation of alien races and cultures without 
losing die Indivulualiiy of its own essential Type or Bailern and without at Uio same 
time making the diverse elemeuts nssimilatctf lose whatever is essential in tlicm— 
has been a siiecial i^htiractcrisfcic. of the Iudo-.iVrjau race and culture-complex. TJiis has 
meant organic luiity or unity in diversity of a more fundamental and abiding nature 
titan can, jierliaps, DC i‘laimcd for the |H>litical or national unity with which nistorics 
arc commonly familiar. Historians, accordingly, commonly miss tlie unity which lies 
tlcep and sees only the iliversity which lies on the surface. India to them is thus 
a veritable chaos of jarring elements of ra<w, languages, religious, castes, sects and 
cnltttvc which liave never kuowit unity lirfote the tlays of tlic unitary jHilitical rule 
of tlic British. Of course, tlic introduction, in later times, of the Bcroitie religious— 
Muhammctlauism and Christianity—disturlial to some extent tlie t^es-long unity and 
balance of the Aryo-liravidian culture and sod:d system in India. Bui even these 
elemeuts wore in tlie proi'css of being slowly drawn into the siihcre of influence of 
what wo may cril the genius of India. In other words, a slow but sure process of 
cultural assimilation even of this “militant” factors w.is going apace. Buddhism, 
which had risen as a “revolt” uguiiist orthodox Hinduism—but yet as a revolt from 
within—and which dominated the situation in India for several ceutiiricB, eudcil in 
tlie land of its birth by licing eventually absorbed and assimilated into the parent 
religion. Jainism and many other obi or latter “revolts” have thus “squared their 
aticouuts” wilii the same parent religion, and have liecn for many centuries living 
peaceably side by side with one another ami with the latter. 

This power of assimilation mid co-onlination in which all the components make 
thdr own contributions and are permitted to live side by side as members of a 
commonwealth of cultures, has been the secret of the wonderful resisting and slaying 
power of the Indian cuUnrc-complcx against such disintegrating forces as have smashed 
up many an old and glorious civilisation of the world. And it can lie easily 
■mown from facts that this slaying power has been in evidence not only in tlio realm 
of cultural contacts and impacts but also in that of social and political ones. There 
have been mmiy raids into India and invasions before and after Christ, but it is a 
travesty of facts to imagine that Indian resistance has always been weak and short¬ 
lived and that such invasions arc typically like the raids of Malimnd of Ousni 
which ever swept away Indian armies audf Kingdoms like cobweb or a house of 
gards. lleforc her lina) subjugation by the Mahammudan Power—and the final subju- 
oatiou of the whole ol India was anything like on accomplished fact only for a time 
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during the reign of the great Mc^il Emperors—India had been, it should be borne in 
mind, a mighty Power and a Modd of civilisation and culture for at least three 
thousand .years. And it should be remembered further that when the British in 
India turnra from trade to conquest (always with native help and alliance) they had 
U) settle' their accounts not only with Haidar Ali and Tipu Bultaii in the South but 
mainly the Maharatta and Sikh Powers which had risen on the ruins of the Maham- 
mcilaa Power in India. 


Unitabv Indun Empibb 

But there were and still have been other factors which, to some extent, operated 
against India developing a compact and coherent political and military oi^nnisatioii, 
except occasionally like, for instance, the Great Boman Empire of old or the British 

Empire in moilcrn times. We ixwscss, apimrently, no eonnected retrospect of the 

remote past of which the Vedas, Epics and l^ranas speak. But as far as appearances 
go, an unitary, centralised, Indian Empire was tlie exception and not the rule. In 

later times also, an Empire like that ot Asoka was not a common achievement. As 

we said, India has possessed deep-laid cultural and institutional unity beneath all her 
diversities. India has fought, and fought bravely, for the integrity of her sacred 
Land, her sacred religion and tradition, and for their sacred visible Symbols and 
Embodiment. But she has rarely fought for the “State” as such or an Empire as 
such. The spirit of her culture did not favour the formation and consolidation of 
Nationalism in the sense it is commonly understood, and her basic institutions would 
hardly consist with many forms of centralised State control. The all-controlling and 
co-ordinating Principle was Dharma (tlie Principie of human Values and Conduct) 
rather than any State agency. Each village, for c.\ample, was a self-contained com¬ 
mune and autonomous unit owing permanent allwiancc to the reign of Dharma and 
only tem]K)rary allegiance to any kingshi]i Uiat might function for the time being. So 
the village communities continued to live though kingdoms after kingdoms rose and 
fell. They were but little affected by the accidenu ami exigencies of politics. 

Again, the spirit of Dharma (which should not bo translated ns rdigion) has 
definitely and systematically favoured all human or even all-living values and tendeu- 
cics and a cosmoiwlitnn outlook, and Ims opixised militant, aggressive “predatory”, 
nationalism. The old Upanishads are clear and courageous in thdr conception of 
those higher values; and the Dhannashastras (or Codes laying down sotuol and 
iiidividual conduct) were Imld and consistent in their execution of those ideas. Later, 
Budhism and Jainism and other “reforming” movements have tendeil only to stress 
such values as noii-violcnec and fellowship with ail men and till living being. These 
forces operating tlirough the ages tended to [iroduce in the Indian classes and masses 
a common disjiositioii not quite favourable to the formation and consolidation of an 
unitary military state for purixiscs of offence and defence. 

Of the immense bock-giound of Indian History which is represented by the Vedas 
(Samhitas, Brahmins, Aranyakas and UtianishadaB), the various Sutras (or Digests), 
Philosophies, Elites (the Bamayana and Mahavaratn), Puranos and Tantras |(oai state¬ 
ment here is not anything like full), we jiosscss (unless one is prepared to grout the 
claim of the Puranas recently put for& in their briialf that tlicy do contain mate¬ 
rials for reconstructing a fairly connected chronological histo^ beginning with the 
very earliest times) very little precise and conuecldl information for the pnc])oso of 
writing a political history both copious aud correct as to facts and their chronolc^cal 
order. But of the ideals and ideas, practices and institutions of the times we do 
possess a very full, informing aud instructive presentation. And, alter all, what is 
real history but this ? Scholars have been busy with their sketches and drawings of 
the ancient orders luid specimens of ideas, bclieus and practices that existed in India. 
Butoftcuer than not weir reviews and retrospects have been maile from mo<lern 
standpoints, with modern notions, criteria and standards of testing facts and apprais¬ 
ing values. Ihis has not enabled us, in any just measure, to understand much less 
appreciate a civilisation (not confined to India but, possibW, reaching some of its 
greatest heights in this country) which was cssenti^ly of a different kind, and cannot, 
therefore, be represented as only the first imcertaui and timid steps taken on the 
road which-has, through a long, long march, at last brought us to oiir present 
advanced stage. The idralogy, plan and methods of that ancient civilisation we have 
yet not seriously studied ana nghtly understood. Much of that civilisation we still 
regard, without undcrstaiidiiig, as consisting of “savage” magic, meaningless ritualism, 
“theological twaddle” and crude superstition. Side by side wllh all this we find, 
however, the highest philosophy, deepest mysticism and pure ethics. There is also 
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much that is of oriidnal and gennino valae from the point of view of hnman material 
and mundane ))rogrci)8. Tliia acems to ub a curious m^ey of what is nearly the higliest 
and what is about the lowest. But let us pass on. 

Coming to “historical” times we find that the invasion by Alcsander the Great of 
India proved in tlie result to be little more than a brilliant raid. His victorious 
armies could only cut ofi'a small slice of North-Western India, and this little slice 
the Macedonian would ingest, but could not digest. His steam-roller of conquest 
speedily developed “war-weariness" on the plains of the Panjab, and ho had to go 
b^k only adding a bit of India to his vast Empire, llohatlwon some of his battles 
in India, but it had not lieen an “easy walk-over’’ with him. 

GiiAi!rimAOUt>TA anu Abuka 

After his death shortly afterwards, the vast Maccdoniim Empire practically went to 
pieces. Chandraguota, who became the king of Magadha, provwl himself too powerful 
tor the Greek invaders who had violated the sanctity and integrity of the sacrcrl Land 
of the Five Rivers. As the result of the formiduble opposition l)y the armies of 
Glinndragu)>ta, a trcitty was concluderl between him and the Greek which made him 
the supremo, iiixlisputcd lord and sovereign of the Indian Empire. Megnsthcncs, who 
was sent by Bcieucus ns an ambassador to the court of Ghandragnpta, left a very 
vnlualdc record of tlie times, of the customs ami morals of the people, and of Uio 
ndinlnistratioii, which, though unfortunately fragmcntni-y, bears an eloquent and admir¬ 
ing testimony to the high order of inatcriid and moral rdvilisatioii attauud by Uie 
Hindus centuries before the Cliristinu era. And tins high civilisation was evolved in 
India not in isolation but in commerce with other civilisations that nourished in 
ancient times such as the Babylonian, Grwk, Persian and Chinese. Chandrnguptn’s 
son was Bindusara who was succeeded by Asoka (2(i9-t!31 11. C.), who was nndoubtcilly, 
one of tlie greatest rulers of men liolding tbeir sway for the material and B])iritual 
gockl of mankind. Numerous edicts and inscriiitions record die noble and glorious 
ac’bicvcmciits of his reign which, in its inter stages left the bloody path of war and 
conquest and devotcil itself to tlie much more iitible and fruitful task of the moral 
and spiritual conquest and redcmjition of ourselves and our fellow-being. With commend¬ 
able catholicity and tolerance, not serking to impose it n)>on others by his great 
im]ierial authority and jiowcr, lie exercised tliat authority and power for tJio puiq'oso 
o! transforming Hiidhism, which had Ijeen more or less n local sect in the Ganges 
Valley, into one of the greatest and most potent living world religions. Asoka’s reign 
is therefore rightly held to lie an efioch in the hisfo^ of the world. His etlicls also 
sliow tlie man, his ideals and his methods. But all this had not allowed or favoured 
the cement of the great Maiirya Kmiiire setting into the requisite hardness. Indepen¬ 
dent kingdoms like Bacteria and Parthia took their rise in the border land, and ttie 
Greeks renewed their incursions. New races (the Yiicii-chi) came in a surge of 
migration which swept all before them, and in the first centuary A. I), a eonsidmbie 
])ortion of North-west [inlia came under their inllncnce. 

Gupta Dynasty 

Kaniska, who made Peshawar his capital, proved great as a ruler and as a patron 
and missionary of the Budliistic religion. Tinder liim the Kuslian branch of the 
Yueii-chi reached the zenith of its jiower. But this power fell as auotlicr power in 
middle India rose—the Andhra dynasty. A peak like Amaravati or Ujjain would, some 
time, rise and shine in the midst of the moving vasliuws of Indian waters. In tlie 
banning of the fourth century the centre of jolitical influence in India was again 
sliiftod to Pataliputra in Magadha as the Oiipia dynasty emerged into power. 
Bamudrarapta, who ruled for fifty years, and his son Cbauiirsq^npta, greatly ilistin- 
gulslied themselves not only in war but in the sphere of jicuccful and fruithil administra¬ 
tion, iiromotiiig general prosjicrity and giving Ubcral cui*onragcmeiit to art and literature, 
a glorious tribute to which was paid by the Gbinese jiilgrim Fa-hien. According to 
his testimony, tlieir Empires were vast and their administration just, enlightened. 
Towards the end of the fith century—when Uio White Huns from Gentral India began 
to ))our themselves into India—the sun of the Gupta dynasty set (during whose regime, 
it shonltl bo noted, there had been a revival and reconstruction of ancient Brahmanism 
and Brahmanical enlturo as evidenced esiieclally by tlie literature of the Pumas; 
but this reviving process was, very largely, a process of quiet adaptation and peae^ul 
assimilation). More than a century hod elapsed after the fall of the Gupta dynasty 
before there rose another great and enlightened monarch who could emulate with no 
mean success the greatest of the Indian rulers in historical times—Asolm. Emperor 
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who consolidated his authority practically over the whole of Northern India 
in the banning of the wventh century, was himons equally for his great prowess, 
his high mtellectnal attiiinmeiits and for the broad catholicity of his reli^ous outlook. 
An ^^ut of his times has been left l»y a Chinese, Huen Tsiang by name. In that, 
India IS still painted in generally bright and even glowing colours. 

MeDIAKVAI^ INDIA 

After the d^th of Harsha, and gradually with the emergence of India into 
what may be calletl the medurval ^teriod, tlie conditions which had made the political 
imidcation of India sometimes possible in the past, nearly disappeared, and India was 
thrown into a state of ]>olitical confusion and chaos in which petty kingdoms rose like 
mushrooms and constant internecine strife prevailed. Borne outstanding figures like 
Vikramadilya would occasionally apiicar on tno stage ; but such events were few and 
far between. In the South of India was iieing enacted a very interesting but involved 
drama in which the Andltrna, Ballavas, Ohnlukyas and Cholas were the principal actors. 
Kashmere in the- nortli, Kimuu] in tlic 1 toab and Hengal in the east were also alive 
with many vivid and vital scenes and events of iiolitical, cultural and social interest. 
But we shall not try to make a review of them here. One outstanding event in the 
confusion and complexity of tlie general Indian situation which deserves notice even 
passing was the rise of the Rajimt iHiwcr ujion which tlie mantle of the old caste 
Kshatrias (the warrior and ruling caste) fell, and which was the chief opposition 
that the waves of Mohnmedau invasion iximing one after anotiier ever since the 
second quarter of the 7th century hail to eucountcr and ultimately bear down. Guzrat, 
Malwa, Ajmer, Kauaui and l^elhi were tlie princijwl Bceii(» of the now drama of 
Raiput ascendency—a drama so full of cpiso<les of superhuman bravery, noble heroism 
and sacrifice for the sacred cause of religion and liberty that th^ have ever since 
lived in human memoiy as models wliich future generations of patriots in any country 
might well try to emulate. Though Rajput opiKisition was liorno down in Northern 
India by the end of tlio twelfth century, Bnpnit bravery mid the sjiirit that animat^ 
it survived the crash of the Hindu Empire of l>elhi and Ajmere over which Rrithvi 
Raj, the hero,Uic last of the Hindu cmiierors, though not the last of the llindu 
rulers, had held sway. Rajput bravery and Rajput love of indciiendcnce were still 
factors to reckon with in the days of the great Moghuls—Akbar, Jahangir, Bhabjahon 
and Aunuigzeb. Col. To<ld and some others have narrated the story, and it constitutes 
one of his proudest anuals in the vast archives of tlie Hindu glory in India. As 
to the conquest of Northern India by the Mohamedans, it should be noted, the great 
pruso was not very easily or quickly won ; tliat tho first Mahammcdan impact was in 
tlie seventh CAintury shortly sifter the jiassing away of the Prophet, and a Moham¬ 
medan kingdom in Northern India came into Being towards the end of the 12th 
century, l^cn this did not mean either a complete or final subjugation of India. 
And there is another thing to be noted. Hindu iiower fell not bceauso its resistance 
was weak and its bravc^ and heroism in the field was not backed by adequate tact, 
struts^ and discipline in diidomacy, planning and preparation. 

The centuries of the mcdiu'val age In India were marked by a conspicuous lack of 
political unity and solidarity. But they were by no means uuiinjiortaut and barren. 
It was not a “doi'k” Age. lii the Gupta iKiriod and iu the centuries beiore and after 
a marvellous process of social, cultural and religious reconstruction was going apace. 
The old Vcdic scheme of social economy (involving- as it did the four Vai-nas or 
“castes” and the four Ashrams or “stages” of life) was being transformed through a 
process of adaptation, assimilation mid multipucalioii wluch made society more 
comprehensive and at the same time more complex. The influence of Buddhism, 
Hellenism and that of Mongoloid races also led to adaptations and assimilations, 
in many important directioiiB in the older order of Indian customs and institutions. 
Tlie gradual assimilation of Budhism itself was a ])hcnomonon of the greatest import¬ 
ance. The V«lie religion survived but it was transformed. The Ihiranas and Tantras 
renewed and gave a new expression to the Banatana Dharma. In the domain of 
literature, art (both usefid and fine), scimice and matbematicB, philosophy and 
metaphysics, these centuries were also productive of fruits that were and still are of 
the greatest interest and value. Great poets like Kalidas and Bhavabhuti, and great 
phUosophers like Bhankarachoryya and Ramanuja and also other pioneers and masters 
ui other fields formed a gal^ of men of genius and talents which sliowed that an 
age of political dia-cquilibrinm aud confusion in India was yet not necessarily an 
age of cultural depression and darkness and social disruption. The soul of India 
could, apparently, function to its best advantage inspite oS her troubled politicB. 
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But whilst this was true for sorao time it could not be true for all time. Her politics 
at last began to tell on her constitution. We do not, however, propose to continue the 
story through the Mohammedan and British periods. The history of the-sc periods is 
more settled and definite in features, and these are, generally, wcll-Kiiown, One special 
tcsiture, which is not always <dearly recognised anil to which we should like to draw 
attention is this. From the twelfth century rigiit up to the eighteenth, or even for 
some time later, the Kindn (mwer of revival and n^eneration, of initiation and execu¬ 
tion, was never like dead or even dying. InileiJendent .and often powerful kingdoms 
like Vijayanagar in the South, those of I’ratap, Shivaji and the Feshwas in the west 
(wo do not mnntion some others e. g. those in Bengal) would, now and then, 
proudly lift their heads arm challenge the anthorily of the great Moslem emperors. 
Under that authority, t(x>, there flourishisl mtuiy groat Hindu administrators, Ministers, 
governors, generals and liimncicrs. In short, during the Mohamedan era, the Hindu 
genius was not at its best but it was not quite dwoilcnt. 

The Mohammkoan Rule 

The Mohammedan conquerors, again, from Muliumcd Ghori who wrested the sceptre 
of the kingdom of Delhi from rrilhviraj after a first unsiieccssful attempt, came to 
India as foreigners but tlicy did not remain here as foreigners. India was the land 
of Uieir ailoptiou. Raids like those by Oheugis Khan or Nadir 8hah were rare and 
they did not represent the normal course of events. India suffered, and sometimes 
htuliy, no doubt, from the cfTci-ts of tlie conquering ardour and proselytising zeal of 
some of the Mohamincdan rulers. But the great, Misghuls were as much “children of 
tlie soil” as tfie luimbfcst of the ilindn “licathcii”. And this sharing together by 
the llimlns and Mussalmans of a common “tnmrth and home” naturally tended 
to breed a consciousuess of community of uitcrcsts in both as India’s offspring. 
There was a sleady assimilatio.i of the Semitic and Imlo-Aryan cultiu-CB also and 
even a growing understanding and uppreciittion of one religion by the other. The 
religions touched and even blenddl with emh other at their highest points—e. g. in 
Sufism and Vcilantie mysticism. They also met niid evolved a nroail common 
“shrine” to whiih folk beliefs, pnuiliccs and institiitions would bring their uuited 
homage. Kven a common dialect (Urdu or llindustliani) was cvolveil betweeu the two 
in Northern India which gradually Idossomcd into a fine literature. The ]>atruiuige 
cxteudol liy the Mohammnilan cmlierors to Music, Architecture etc. was also fruitful 
of very fine result. India’s wealth attracted tlie trade and commerce of the wliole 
eivilism world. In fact, America or the West Inilies was diseoverod in an attcmjit 
to discover an western route to the Indian market. British, French, DuU'h anil 
Fortngucse traders ail came and scramldod for market, and eventually, for |)ulitical 
power in Iiidut. It is also worthy of note tliat even under the swav of such master¬ 
ful moiuirchs as Bhcr rihah, Akbur or Annuigzcb, the government of the ooiiiitry was 
ill the nuun, decentralised, allowing provincial and loi'al autonomy—down to the 
autonomy of the village units -to adequately function. Even petty local chiefs—like 
the feudal lorils of the mciUacval West—never unlearnt the art of fighting and 
governing. So it was always jjossible for a man of ambition and ability, like Shivaji 
tor example, to evolve sanctions whereby he could implement his high |)Olitical 
aspirations. It was the very large measure of local automony and local initiative that 
existed that rendered jiossitdo the rise of the Mariiatta and Sikh Powers and also of 
the kingdoms of Ilydcr Ali and the Nizam in tlie south. And British Power in India 
in its rise to ]iaramountcy found its most forraiduldc rivals or iiowcrfid allies in them. 

In 1599, during the roigii of Queen Elizalieth, some merchants of Ijondon formed 
an associatioii for the purpose of tnulo with India, and tliis association was grant^ a 
royal charter of iiicorjionitiun. At first this Gompany was purely a trailiiig concern 
establishing factories in the cast and west coasts of India and in Bengal ana adminis¬ 
tering its affairs in the tlircc “presidencies” whicii were at first iniTopendent of one 
anotiier but subordinate to tlie Board of Directors at home. In course of time, 
however, chiefly with a view to urcserviug and consoliilating its growing and 
extensive trade in India, in the taco of the French rivalry and intrigue and 
the prevailing political anarchy and unrest in the land, it establish^ military 
garrison of drfence which soon became involved in hostilities that saddled it with 
tciTitorial responsibilities. It fought some decisive battles in Madras and in Rcn g pi 
which raiscil a trading company to the status of a political Power in India. French 
intrigue failed and French rivalry practically died down in India. One of the most 
decisive battles fought was the battle of Idasscy in 1757. The battle was won with the 
aid of fmthful native battalions, and with the active or passive support of the 
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generals and noblemen of the unfortunate yonng Navab of Bengal. It is worthy 
of n(^ that the path of British supremacy in Inilia, and often, its influence and 
p^tigo abroad has been |)avcd, amongst other things, with the consent, alliance and 
willing co-operation of the Natives of India. It was so oven during the critical 
period of the Sepoy Mutiny, one hundred years after the battle of Plassey. It 
was again so during the “prdeal” of the last Great War. The machinery of 
administration by the Eiist India Company was from time to time modified 
by acts of Parliament (1773, 1781; and the Charter Acts of 1TO3 and 1813). 
By these a Govcmor-General-in-Council was made the supreme administrative 
authority in India subject to a Board of Control at home. By too last Act, the Com¬ 
pany celled to be a commercial concern and became la t>olitical and administrative 
boiw only. After toe Seiwy Mutiny auotoer Act was passed by which toe Government 
of India was transferred from the Comiiany to the Crown, and henceforth the Gov¬ 
ernor-General was also the Viceroy of India. The functions of toe Government of 
India are wide and its responsibilities heavy. But its rcsjionsibilities are to tlie Crown 
and the Parliament. Ithai not rested on an cletdive popular basis. There have b^ 
legislative bodies, but its motions resolutions and votra have not, except as regards 
certain matters of secondary imiiortance under the Act of 1919, a binding effect on 
the Government. 

India’s contributions and sacrifices in the Great War were great, but “reward” 
that come in the shatw of the Parliamentary Doidaratiou promising her a “ aprogressive 
realisation of resixinsihle government”, the stages and times of which were to be 
determined by the Parliament alone, was not comforting to her nationalist aspirations. 
And the Government of India Act of 1919, which is still in actual function though it 
has been, apparently, broadened and amplified in some directions by a recent Parlia¬ 
mentary Statute, did not meet the wishes or exiicctations of India. By toat Act 
dyarchy or a kind of dual resiHinsibiUty was established in the provinces, where the 
“nation-buildiug” subjects were “transferred” to Ministers (not responsible however 
to the li^slaturcs), whilst the more important subjects wore “reserved”. In practice the 
transfercuco of certain subjects to Ministers (who were appointed by, held otlice under 
the pleasure of, and were responsible to, too Governor) meant little more than a 
com)»linaUoa of the administrative machinery which became, in consequence, more cum¬ 
brous and expensive. The Central Government continued to remain unitary under tlm 
scheme. Hie legislative balies, both provincial and central, were expanded with non- 
oflieial majorities, but this placed little imwor, for construction or even for obstruction 
in the hands of the popular jiartics. Whilst the liberals proceeded to work the scheme, 
too main body of nationalist forces, as rejirescnted by toe Indian National Congross) 
would not first even look at it. But some time later, under the guidanc,e of Mr. 0. It! 
Dm and Pandit Motilal Nehru, a Swaraj Party, analogous to the present Congress 
Parliamentary Party, was formed which entered the legislatures, boto provincial and 
central, in telling numbers and by its obatruetionist tactics caused not a little emba¬ 
rrassment to those entrusted with the work of day to day administration. In some 
provinces it was even able to “wreck" dyarchy for a time. Generally, however 
toe system has worked, though not satisfactorily even according to official apprecia¬ 
tion. Wo need not in imrticular refer to toe nnwclcomo labours of t^ All-White 
Statutory Simon Commission, to which even the habitually co-operating libei^s 
refused to lend thmr co-operation. Meanwhile toe Congress ideology was liccoming 
bolder day by day, and the Lahore session adopted a resolution setting as toe g(^ 
of India complete Independence or Puma Swaraj. A campaign of civil disobedience 
followed to create “sanctions under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi who has been 
really at toe helm of Congress affairs since the early twenties. The i^nnd Table 
idea was broached rather too late; but Miduvtma Gandhi after concluding, what is 
known as too GandM-lrwin Paitt joined toe Conference subsequently. The result of 
the deliberations of that body fell short of the Congress demand. ,^d the Congress 
agrnn withdrew its offer of co-operation. 



India in Home Polity 

Introduction 


We began our stiuly of the events and developments in India that had 
happened during the last six months of 1938 with deploring the controversy 
j, ^ that followed the Ministerial Crisis in the Central Provin- 

CoDgrou'msMent- Borar. living at a distance from the scene of 

la! Controversy conflict, wo made an attempt to take a detached view of 
things as far as it was liiimanly possible for us. We 
explained how in the absence of traditions of joint responsibility in Ministries 
under modern conditions yet to Ijo developed in tho country, three Ministers 
of tho provinco were found refusing to teiulor resignation when called upon 
to do so by tho Premier, Dr. Narayan Vashkar Khare ; wo explained 
how Dr. Kliaro had been led by the Instrument of Instruction issued by 
tho Chairman of i ho Congress Parliamentary Sub-Coinmitteo, Sardar Vallav- 
bhai Patel, and by tho letter of Moulana Abnl Kalam Azod, member of the 
Working Commitioe and one of tlio tliroo members of the Parliamentary 
Sub-Committoo, iJiat he was free to inako and un-mako his Ministry, and 
how acting on his belief ho rosiguod liis tirsb Ministry and reconstituted 
bis second with throe new memliers ; we gave expression to tho feeling 
shared by public opinion that takes interest in political happenings that we 
failed to understand why tho Working Oomniittoe of the Congress should 
have taken such a serious view of this provincial bickering, should have 
taken sides in it. By those opinions wo still stand, though we wore not 
prepared for tho bitterness of controversy that followed this Ministerial 
ro-shufflo. Personal and sectional and linguistic feelings have been roused 
by tho steps taken to solve tho problems that have been corroding tho unity 
of Indian life, that have been disrupting forces of cohesion in areas wider 
than those confined within the frontiers of that particular province. These 
developments have created in the jmblic mind doubts about the leadership 
of tho Congress, have generated a cynicism in the country that is not shock¬ 
ed by any weakness or injustice made manifest in tho public life, in the 
leadership of jHiblic life in India. In our 8tu<ly of those events we have 
more than once conceded that tho claims made by tho Congress Working 
Committee to discipline in Congress nvnks are justifiable at all times ; at 
tho present phase of India’s struggle for political riglits thoy arc a pre-condi¬ 
tion of success. In tho C. P. and Borar Ministerial affair wo have 
deplored and criticised the latter developments that showed a failure of 
nerves, an oxoitabilily of temi>cr in tho controversialists, and in the case of 
Dr. Kharo and his supporters tho absence of that spirit of dignified accept¬ 
ance of an unjust decision that retrieves i>olitieal reputation and regains 
public sympathy. In modern India’s public life tlie late Copal Krishna 
Gokhalo, foimder of the Servant of India Society, showed by his example 
how a public man could outlive unpopularity and public calumny. 


When wo comjnt ntod on tho bapixuiings relating to tho C. P. and 
Borar Ministerial imbroglio, wo could not imagine—none in India could 


Personal 
Equation in 
the Controversy 


— (hat over the India wliidi owed allegiance to tho 
Indian National Congress would burst another controversy 
with the beginning of^tho now year of 1939, that angry 
lightning would throw a lurid glare on a wide section of 


political life, confusing the mind of the people, creating dissensions among 


G 
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the rank and file of Oongresamen, exposing the spirit of disunity in the 
leadership of the organisation, holding in abeyance almost all Congress 
activities for about six months. This storm of controversy covered the 
whole face of the country ; fellow-workers, comrades in work and sacrifice, 
were separated from one another ; doubts were thrown on one another’s 
honesty ; the well of associated work was defiled and poisoned. Without 
taking a tragic view of things, conceding that such outbursts of temper are 
a part and lot of modem democratic arrangements of political work, we are 
constrained to say that judging by the known facts of the whole contro¬ 
versy Sri Subhas Chandra Basu has emorgod out of it with dignity. 
Perhaps, his sudden illness rendered him incapable of joining in the ex¬ 
change of angry courtesies that marked tho controversy ; his temperament 
also helped him to bear ux> against the assaults tliat are part of such contro¬ 
versies. This characteristic of his camn out in the following words uttered 
when he, as President of tho Working Committoo of the Congress, had to 
carry out the drastic judgment on Dr. Khare : 

"I may point oat that a leader has to pay the price of leadership. In the event 
of success, he often gets more praise and credit than lie probably deserves, and 
in the event of failure, he frequently gets all the blame or at least mnch of it. No 
leader should, therefore, gmdgo if on occfasions he seems to bo judged harshly 
by his followers or by his countrymen. If a battle is won, tlio general becomes 
the Hero; if things go wrong bo is punished severely.” 

This test of leadership was laid down in tho last week of July, 1938 or 
the first week of August. Before six months wore out tho man who had 
laid it was colled upon to face it. to iiass through this cruel process of 
judgment. And he came out of it cool and coUoctod before tho watching 
public. 

The controversy arose out of the election of the President to the Tripuri 
session of tho Indian National Congress, its annual session. The Press 
was publishing and featuring speculations with regard 
TWmS*Con- regard to tho persons who might be set up 

gMM President honour, of responsibility. Tho names of 

Moulana Abul Kalam Asad, of Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, 
of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu were prominently mentioned ; it was hoped 
that two of them would retire, leaving tho election to bo unanimous. The 
election was to bo held on the 29th of January, 1939. On the 20th January 
a statement by Moulana Sahib was sent to tho Press that for reasons of 
health he could not agree to shoulder tho burdens of tho position, recom¬ 
mending at the same time tho name of Dr. Pattabhi to the delegates. On 
the 2l6t Sri Subhas Chandra Basu sent a statement which gave tho people 
an idea that tho Prcsidontial Mection would be fought over. He gave 
his reasons for preferring this method of choosing the head of tho supreme 
executive of the national organisation. With “the progressive sharpening 
of the anti-imperialist struggle in India”, there had emerged “new ideas 
and ideologies, and problems and programmes”. And a feeling, an opinion, 
was growing in tho country that “as in other froo countries tho presidential 
election in India should bo fought on tho basis of diilcront problems and pro¬ 
grammes*’. Such contests would help in tho clarification of the issues, and 
“give a clear indication of the public mind” ; as such they may not be “un¬ 
desirable” things. In view of tho increasing international tension and tho 
prospective fight over Federation in India, tho year (1939) will be “a 
momentous one in our national history” ; ho was prepared to put this 
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quostion to the test whctlior or not the majority of the delegates demanded 
his services in the oflico. Specially when “up till now I have not received 
any suggestion or advice from a single delegate asking me to withdraw 
from the contest. " emphasised Subhas Babu. This statement also did 
not excite any curiosity in the mind of the general public. 

But the matter took a new complexion, an exciting complexion, when 
six members of the Congress Working Committee—Sardar Ballavbhai Patel, 
Babu Bajondra Prasad, Sri Jayaramdas Daulatram, Sri 
Comml^T mem< fihankar Eao Deo, Sri Bhulabbai Desai and Prof, 
bers Startle the Bripalani (General Secretary of the Congress)—issued a 

Pnblie statement on the 24th of January from Bardoli questioning 

the validity of the reasons for a contest given in the 
statement of their President. The name of the place from which the 
statement was issued was significant, though the general public did not 
understand its significance till two weeks thence. It was at this place 
that the Working Committee of the Congress had held its sittings a little 
over a week back ; Gaudhiji was still tliere in residence at the Swaraj 
Ashram having advised and guided the deliberations of that meeting of 
the Congress Executive. The statement of the six members doubted the 
wisdom of setting up a precedent of contested elections for the position of 
the President of the Indian National Congress. “So far as we know 
hitherto the presidential elections have been unanimous,” said the 
signatories to the statement; they would have preferred to wait “for 
greater oonsolidatiim of the Congress ranks, greater toleration and greater 
respect for one another’s opinions Iwforo making the Congress presidential 
election a matter of contest”. The crux of their argument, however, lay 
in the following words ; 

“.Wc hold strong views about, the forthcoming election.” 

“.When he (Maulann Abul Eiilam Azad) Inul finally decided to withdraw 

he had advocated Di. Pattabhi’s etc<'.Hon in consultation with certain of us. This 
decision was taken witli much lUdibcration.” 

"Wc feel it is a sound ])olicy to adhere to the rule of not re-electing the 
same President except under very exceplioiiai circuinstances.” 

"fn the statement Mr. Rublias Pose has rocnlioiKd his opposition to Federa¬ 
tion. I'his is sliarcd by all tlie members of Uie Working Committee. .. Ho 

has also mentioned ideologies, policies and programmes. All this, wc fed, is not 
relevant to die considcriLlion in tJic choice of tlio (Jongress President.” 

“The Congress policy and ])rograinmes are not determined by successive 
Presidents. If it were so the constitution would not limit the office to one year. 
Tlie policy and programme of tlie Congress when they are not determined by the 
Congress itself are deter mined by tlie Working Committee. The xiosition of the 
President is that of a Chairman. More than tiiis, tlie President represents and 
symbolises, as under constitutional moiuuehy, tbc imity and solidarity of the 
nation.” 

“Any controversy over the election even on the score of policies and progra¬ 
mmes is, therefore, to be deprecated.” 


This etatementi of tho six Congress loaders startled the public out of 
indifference. A great resentment seised the public mind that an attempt at 
dictation, to dictate tho free choice of the delegates, should 
viIiiirn^anifLin pubUcly made. They did not understand yet 

that Gandhiji w'as involved in the matter ; they missed 
tho significance of tho words apiiearing in a statement issued by Dr. Patta- 
bhi Sitaramayya on tlio 26lh of January which might be regarded as his 
Blootion Manifesto. These words deserve quotation: 
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“When tho Manlana had withdrawn, when there was widespread desire on 
the part o£ Conssreawmen and others, and of a venerable patriarch (the italics are 

ours) and the elderly men of iiosition-Wlicn I, too, had reason to believe 

that as an alternative to the Manlaua’s caiidhlaturc mine would commend itself to 

many of my colleoKnca in tiio Wui'king Gummittoc.I felt my nomination as a 

candidate was a call to duty.” 

The six leaders’ statement, however, started a controversy whieh held 
the held for almost six months. Leaders in the Congress, loaders of public 
, life, took sides on ono or other sido of tho controversy. 

quoted. Bub considerations of 
space compel us to economiso in this rospect The 
statement of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu in reply to that of the six leaders’ 
clarifies certain of the issues raised in tho latter. It was made on the 
25th, January : 

'Tn an election contest between two members of the Working Committee 
one would not expect the other members to take sides in an organised manner, 
because that would obviously not be fair.” 

“Since die adoption of the new constitution of tho Congress in 1931 the 
Working Committee is being nominated, theoretically at least, by the Ihresident. 

.The position of tho I’residcnt tmlay is no longer analogous to that of tho 

chairman of a meeting. I'hc rresident is like a Prime Minister or President of 
tho United States of America who nominates Ids own Cabinet,” 

But tho most important of tho criticisms of the six leaders’ statoment. 
Grave Charges and the most damaging to the reputation of the maker of 
against Rightists those criticisms as a responsible public man specially 
in a public controversy of such far>reaching consequences to individuals 
as well as to tho country, wore the following : 

“It is widely believed that there is prospect of a compromise on tho Federal 
Scheme between the Right Wing of the Congress and the BriUsh (Government during 
tho coming year.” 

This charge, for a charge it was, was repeated on the 27th January’s 
statement in a more positive manner ; 

“Can any bo<ly challenge tho fact that a belief is widely held that during the 
coming year a comiiroinisc will be cffoiilcd between the British Government and 
the Right Wing of the Congress V This impression may bo erroneous, but it is 
there all the same and noboiVy can deny its existence. Not only Uiat. It is gener* 
ally believed that a prospective list of Ministers for the Federal Cabinet has been 
already drawn up.” 

But we anticipate. On the 25th of January Sardar Vallavbhai Patel 
made from Bardoli a counter-statement to that issued by Sri Subhas 
I w j Chandra Baau on tho same date from Calcutta. He 
tte eleetioa personally he felt that in tho election 

contest issue, to quote his own words, "the matter is not one 

of persons or principles and not of leftists or rightists. 
The solo consideration is what is in the best interests of the coimtry.” And 
the following showed that on certain days in the second and third weeks 
of the month of January when tho Working Committee of the Congress 
was holding its sittings at Bardoli, 

“At informal consultatioiiB at one stage or other at which Moulana Azad, Mr. 
Jawbarlal Nehru, Babii Hajendia Prasad, Mr. Bhulabhai Desai, Mr. Kripalani, 
Mahatma Gwdlii and myself were present, not by design but by accident, it was 
^ced that if perchance the Muiilniiu remained ndaroniitiue in his resistance, accord¬ 
ing to tho constitution Dr. I’attabhi was the only choice left, siuco we were clearly 
of opinion that it was unnecessary to re-dect Bubhus Babu.” 
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This statemont of Sardar Ballavbhai’s irritatod public feeling •which 
was later reflected in the delegates’ voting in the presidential election. Hero 
we should present to the readers a representative expres- 
Jaw^wlal’s public feeling which came from Pundit Jawaharlal 

BfnfHon Noliru in his statement made from Almora on the 27th 
January, from tiio heart of the Kumaun Hills, above 
and beyond the dust and noise of controversy. lie regretted that the 
Presidential Election controversy “had taken an unfortunate turn and wrong 
issues had been raised.” 


"There is no question of conflict over Federation in this election.” 

"Personally, 1 do not see what principles or programmes are at 
stake in this election. I do not want it to bo said at the end of the contest 
that a particular programme had been rejected when in fact it was not 
in issue." 


With regard to the position and function of the President of the 
Congress, Pundit Jawahaiial Nehru said that it was true that the Congress 
itself or the All-India Congress Committeo "ultimately” laid down the 
policy. But 

“Tlic President can, however, make a diffenmee in the carrying out of the 
policy, and the Congress President is not, in my opuiion, merely a Speaker.” 

With quoting another opinion on this particular matter—the position 
Working Commlttee’a and function of the President—given on tlie 25th January 

Constitution by Mr. Eafi Ahmod Kidwai, Minister for Eevenne in 
the Congress Ministry of the XJnitod Provinces, wo shall leave the 
pre-election controversy. 

“Sardar Patel contends that it is the Working Committeo -which gnidos the 
activities of the Congress and the President is a mere figure-head, but be con¬ 
veniently forgets that the Working Committee is the creation of the President; its 
composition ^dci-ends on his wdl. It was weakness on ths part of both Mr. 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr. Subhas Ohimdriv Hose to nominate Working Committees 
which were opjxwcd to their jiolitics, and the sitimtiou wo find onrsclves in to-day 
is the result of this weakness.” 


The mind of tho public, of tlie delegates whoso votes would elect the 
President of the Congress, was thus prepared by those statements and 
countor-statoments for the contest as between Dr, 
Election Pattabhi Sitaramayya and Sri Subhas Chandra Basu. 

Result January, those dologatos met in the 

difloront provinces. Congress provinces, in the provinces 
according to the Congress geogi’aphy based on linguistic considerations, 
and recorded their votes. Tho result of tho election recorded tho victory 
of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu. The figures given below represent the votes 
secured by the two candidates : 


Dr. 

Pattabhi Sitaramayya 

Sri Subbas Chandra Basu 

Burma 

6 

8 

XJtkal (Orissa) 

99 

44 

Tamil Nadu 

102 

110 

Gujrat 

100 

5 

Tho Punjab 

86 

182 

Yidharbha 

21 

11 

Bengal 

79 

404 

Kerala 

18 

80 
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Andhra 

181 

28 

United Provinces 

1«5 

269 

Delhi 

5 

10 

Bihar 

197 

70 

Maharashtra 

80 

77 

Assam 

22 

34 

Bombay 

14 

12 

Sind 

21 

13 

Nagpur 

17 

12 

Ajmer 

6 

20 

Kamatak 

41 

106 

Mahakoshal 

68 

67 

North West- 
Frontier Province 

23 

18 

Total 

1,375 

1,580 


GandhUi'* 
part in 
the Gleotiott 


Sri Subhas Chandra Basu won the election by a majority of 205 votes. 

The declaration of the election result ought to have settled the 
controversy. It did not. The flood-gates were opened wider. On the 
31st of January, two days after the election and its 
results became known, Gandbiji issued a statement from 
Bardoli giving his reaction to the contest, to the defeat of 
Dr. Pattabbi Sitaramayya. Ho declared ; “the defeat 
is more mine than his” ; the public was for the first 
time told that “from tlie very beginning” Gandbiji had been “decidedly” 
against the re-election of Sri Subbas Chandra Basu for “reasons" 
which he thought unnecessary to go into. He did “not subscribe 
to bis (Subhas Babu’s) facts or the arguments in his manifestoes” ; he 
thought Subhas Babu’s “references to his colleagues were unjustified and 
unwortJiy.” The result of the election hod made plain to him that “the 
delegates do not approve of the principles and policy for which” ho stood. 
He suggested that now that Subhas Balm was President not “on the suffer¬ 
ance of those whom lie calls Rightists” , President elected on a contested 
election, it was up to the latter “to choose his homogeneous Cabinet and 
enforce his programme without let and hindrance.” But the cruellest 
blow came in the words, cruel because they came from Gandhiji : “After 
all Subhas Babu is not an enemy of his country.” In this statement 
Gandhiji indicated the iwlicy which the section of Congressmen defeated in 
the election was likely to follow or ought to follow. They may not 
"obstruct” on any account the policy and programme that the new President 
might suggest or follow. 

Prof. Kripalani in interview with the Associated Press on the Ist of 
February as also Babu Btijondra Prasad on the 2nd February indicated 
“Rightists” 1-1'“ same policy, the policy of neutrality if the phrase can 
may not obstrnet bo used in that context. The former said : “Those who 
or embarass looked to Gandhiji for guidance will never put any obsta¬ 
cles in the path of the new Cabinet.” The latter said : 


the Presidont 


“...I can say this that we shall not do anything to embarass any body ranch 
less Subhas Babu. The Tiijmti Congress will lay down the programme for the 
coining year and it will be for the President to select any Working Committee 
that he considers best after the Congress has laid down its programme. Till then 
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I do not think there is any idea of resipniniJ from the Working CJominittoe. It is 
obvious that wc cannot do anylliing obstructive. Our cfFortB will be helpful.” 

CiftTitlhiji’s statement camo as a bomb-sholl on tho pui)lic. During tho 
eloction, the pvo-clcctiou controversy, Sardor I’atol had told tho country 
Oandhijl’s t''®'*' mattiw is not one of persons or principles and not 

Statemant of leftists or riglitists ” ; Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru told 

startled the tho country : “Personally I do not soo what principles 
public programmes are at stake in this election." But 

Gandhiji in his staloment said that tho result of tho election had shown 
that the delegates did not approve of tho juinc.iples and the policy, the 
ideal and tho rnothcids 1 0 I’oach it, for which ho stood. Those statements 
tho mass of Congressmen, the general public which though not Congress¬ 
men, were Congress-minded, failed to reconcile. They, those unattached 
Congress-minded people, tho men and women who were tho core of tha 
real strength of tV>o national organisation, who belonged to no specific 
political party hut wore the real power behind tlio movement for tho asser¬ 
tion of national self-rcspoct and for the capture of political power as its 
symbol and instrument—tho statements that followed the declaration of tho 
election result made- th.>ae men and women confused in thought and uncer¬ 
tain in action. Tlu^y s<naod tliat there was much more behind the state¬ 
ments ; they were tempted to bcliovo that tho clash not being duo to any 
difference in principle or iwlicy, must lie due to a clash of temperaments 
and itorsonalitios, and tJiat theso would bo soon resolved undor the healing 
powers of non-violence in thought and action that Gandhiji has been 
teaching tho country for more than tw'enty years. 

But this belief proved unsubstantial, and this hope remained unfulfilled, 
though tho vo-olectod President tried to throw oil on the tronhlod waters. 
No violent break I'* ^ statement made on tho 3rd of Pobruary ho expressed 

with the past, grief that Gandhiji should havo taken the result of tho 
declared election “as a personal defeathe declared that it 

President would ‘‘always" Vw his aim and object to win the confi¬ 

dence of Gandhiji ; and as ho emjdiasisod this iwint: “it will be a tragio 
thing for me if I succeed in winning the coufidoiico of oilier people hut fail 
to win tho confidence of India’s greatest man." He also recognised that 
a certain amount of apprehension had been created in tlie public mind as to 
tho policy men like liim and people liko those whose votes had won him 
tho election were likely to follow. lie tried to sot these apprehensions at 
rest with tho following assurance : 

“Let me make it quite clear that Uicrc would be no violent break with tho 
past ill tlio parliameidary or in (he c.xtra-j>arliamcntary sphere, fki for as tho par- 
liamcuUiry uiogramnic is eoueerued wc shall only try to imploinont our election 
iilcdgcs and our parliamentary pren^amroc with greater speed tliaii in Uie past. 
In the extra-parliamentary sphere wc shall endeavour to rally all our strength and 
resources for combating federation and for pusliing on towards l^tirna Swaraj." 


This did not satisfy tho suction of Congressmen who had supported 
Dr. raltabhi Sitaramayya who was Gandbiji’s candidate as it became 
public on tho S lst of January as soon as Gandhiji’s own 
Attempt to statement appeared in the Press. It also became apparent 
**'^*unlty***^* that some method would have to bo found out to settle 

^ tho matter, to restore the position as it had obtained before 

this unfortunate controversy started. An indication of this attempt was to 
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be found in course of an informal talk Jjy Pundit Nehru on the 2nd of 
February, to the students of Santi-Niketan, Babindra Nath Tagore’s abode 
of peace, the seat of his Ft’siua Bharati, the nucleus of the International 
University. Hero Pundit Jawaharlal and Subhas Babu met to discuss the 
reactions of the Congress election contest. It was hoped that in the 
atmosphere of this hermitage, in the presence of our poet of harmony and 
understanding, a method would bo evolved for bringing about peace in the 
Congress world. It was from this place that Pundit Jawaharlal indicated 
the possibilities of the situation. A variety of causes might influence an 
election ; even in the caso of a contested election the issues were or might 
not be clear. It was at the session of the Congress that definite issues 
had to be faced and voted upon •, it was at the session of the Congress 
that a final decision for tlie ensuing year had to bo taken. And, 


“It may hapi>cn, as it has hapj>cncd in the past, that the same electors, i. e., 
the delegates to the Congress, may give expression to somewhat contradictory poli¬ 
cies in electing the I'rcsidoiit and later on in Uic open session of the Congress. The 
elected Ihresidcnt certainly may be said to represent the general will of Uie elector¬ 
ate, but if dial electorate d<x-idcd diftcrcutly on siiecific issues, the latter dwision 
prevails.” 

This thoorotical discussion pointud out to a development at the annual 
session of the Indian National Congress at Tripuri which would help to recon- 
. oilo both tha iiointa of view that had emerged out of the 

tatt Mally* presidential election. It was hoped that the ground for 

uDiueeesstul a reconciliation would bo prepared at the interview 

between Gandhiji and Sri Subhas Chandra Basu that 
took placo on tha 15th of February at the Ashram at Shegaon. The Press 
published the nows that for throe hours, “in an atmosphere of extreme 
cordiality" to quote the words used in the statement issued by Subhas 
Babu "with Gandhiji’s approval,” there was discussion between the two 
Congress leaders, and that though no “final decisions" were arrived at, 
“certain tentative conclusions” were reachetl. Tlio Press also published 
the news that Sublias Babu oraergod “cheerfully from Gandhiji's hutthat 
Gandhiji “also looked cheerful.” It was also announced at the same time 
that the Working Committee would meet at Wardha on the 22nd 
February, and th.at Gandhiji had postponed his departure for Bardoli and 
would he present at the mooting. A correspondent broadcasted the 
nows that “Mr. Boso is completely satisfied with the solution and the 
conversations that even it ho ho unable to take “the Gandhian members” 
of tho Working Committee with him, he will be entering his second year 
of Presidentship with the blesjsiugs of Gandhiji”. 


These wore wishful thinking, a lengthening out of tho uncertainty, as 
Twelve Members latk^r developments proved. On tho 20th. February it 
decide to resign became clear that the old members of the Working 
Committee, tlio members who liad in an organised manner supported Dr. 
Pattabhi Sitarainayya during tho election, would resign in a body. A 
cori’espondcnt from Wardlia quoted one of them on the 21st of February 
as saying : 


“.those who uleim to be radical and advanced in outlook and view should 

take responsibility and not merely content themselves with criticising us for our 
ac-ts of omissions commission. Tliis state of affairs had been tolerated Tong enough 
and now tlint the Ijcftists have a majerily, they should be given a free hand in run¬ 
ning the Congress.” 
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At this timo Sri Sublias Cluindra Basu was seriously ill at Calcutta, and 
could not, tlioroforo. attond tho mooting of the Working Committoo at War* 
dha, and have tho opiwrtunity of mooting his colleagues, 
el^cut 1^'^caino apparent by this time that the "atmosphere of 

policy extreme cordiality” featured in tho Press a week earlier, 

tho cheerful look of Gandhiji and Subhas Babu on 
the 15th February v/oro smoko screens that hid extreme disagreement. The 
public was misl^ into thinking tliat as a result of Gandhi-Basu talks there 
was a likelihood of peace in tho Congress household which since 1920 the 
public have learnt to regard as the Gandlii household. Therefore, the resig¬ 
nation of twelve mtmbora of the Working Committoo in a body, followed 
by tliat of Pundit Noluu, came as an unpleasant surprise. In thoir letter, 
believed to have been drafted by Gandhiji, dated February 22, Moulana 
Abul Kalam Azad and cloven otliers informed the President of their decision 
to resign, and gave as thoir reason for it the following : 


“We feel that die time has come when tho (country should liave a clear-cut 
X>olioy nut based on (Minpromisc between dilToroiit incompatible groujis of the Con¬ 
gress. It is but right, tlieruforo, that you sJiould sclcut a humogeiicuus Cabinet, 
fcpresentuig the liews of the majority," 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru prefaced his resignation with a covering letter, 
with a statcinout. It hoeamo known that ho had tried his best to bring about 
peaoo ; it bocamo known that ho had pressed Sri Subhas 
to*?tthdraw Chandra Basu to withdraw the charges made by him in 
charges pre-oloction statemouts with regard to “Bightists” 

oompvomisiug with t!io British Government on tho ques¬ 
tion of Fodoration. Aud as this was nut forthcoming, that fact must haveinflu- 
cuood Pundit Jawaharlal and tho 12 mumbors of the Working Committee to 
submit thoir roaigimiiion, aud Gandhiji to approve of it. It also bocamo known 
at this timo thai; Pundit Nehru liail boon oi>po.s< d to the rc-eloction of Subhas 
Babu because that would stand in tiio way of ptosenting ‘‘a united and deter¬ 
mined front” to political opponents, to tho “external” authority that holds 
sway over tlie country. These resignations left Sri Sublias Chandra Basu and 
Sri Sarat Cliandra Basu as the only members of tho Working Committee— 
practically tho Con;mil;.eo ceased to be—and the President was loft to face 
tho annual sossiou of tho Congress at Tripuri with his own programme 
and iiolicy deprived of tho advice and co-oiwration of the group which under 
Gandhiji’s lead had been guiding tlio organisation fur about ten years at a 
stretch. 


Tliis dovelopmeni;, tliis resignation of twelve members, gave the public 
for the first time ti e idea tliat tho election contest had exposed deeper 
Majority ol did'orcuccs in tho inner council of the Congress than they 
delegates get wore aware of. Even many of tho delegates, among whom 
deinoraUsea w to men and women who were not Leftists but had voted 

for Sulihaa Bal'U, v.'cro sharjily rocalhid to tlio fact that by their votes they 
had unwittingly liastonod a crisis in tho national leadership. Tho majority 
of the suppoitors of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu in tho election contest 
consisted of mombors of tho Congress Socialist Party, of tho Congress 
Badical Party, of tlio Communists, and of othor discontented elements ; they 
had really voted against tho dictation of tho Patel group as broadcast in 
tho C Mombors’ Statement of January 21 ; and now they realised that they 
1 
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had touched deeper springe of action, that by their votes they had really 
challenged the Gandhian leadership. Gandhiji’s statement of January 31 
made it clear ; the failure of the Gandhi-Basu talk emphasised it: the 
resignation of the 13 members demonstrated it before all the world. This 
demonstration appeared to have demoralised the majority of the delegates 
who had taken part in the Congress election, and by their votes had defeat¬ 
ed Dr. Pattabhi. Tho statement issued by members of the Editorial Board 
of the National Front weekly, an organ of a section of Leftist opinion, in 
which they spoke of a ‘‘deliberate side-tracking of tho whole issue from the 
political to a personal and moral plane” by tho resigning members and by 
Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru—this statement offered evidence of the demorali¬ 
sation that had set in in their ranlcs. Intliis statement they stressed the need 
for unity, unity on their own terms. Sardar Patel and his colleagues were 
n.lgn not against unity in tho national ranks. But they wanted it on their 
own terms. And between those two claims, the public were called upon 
to decide on one or tho other, which will bo represented in tho leadership 
of the ensuing session of tho Congress. Sardar Patel and his colleagues 
asked the President to “select a homogeneous Cabinet representing the 
views of the majority.” This challenge of tlieirs exposed tho thin ties 
that had hold tho different groups that for once had combined for a pitchod 
battle only, but were not capsible of maintaining unity and sustaining a 
long war. Events at Tripuri aljout three wotiks later proved this, though 
tho National Executivo of the i\U-India Congress Socialist Party had 
spokon bravely of their share of the business : 

“.in view of the Party’s ebnro of responsibility in tho issue of the 

Prcsidontial Election and of its iuilicrcnce to democratic )>riucii)IeM, it cannot free 
itself from the rosiwnsibility that may be coitscquont ui>oii tlic contest except when 
it may have to be answerable for tho policies with which it may not be in 
agreement,” 

Tho 2Jnd of February mado manifest to the people that the contest 
for the election of the President of tiro Tripuri session of tho Congress had 
opened a campaign that would roach its culmination in 
Basw—whom do sittings of tho Congress on the banks of tho Nerbuda. 

you want ? ^*18 understood then that tho upholders of Gandhian 

leadership wanto<l “a cloar-out policy not based on 
compromise between different incomiiatible groups”—this policy to bo 
carried on by “a homogeneous Cabiuet” to be selected by Gandhiji, whoever 
might be the President. In tho days immediately following the 
Presidential Election, leaders of tho Rightist group had assured tho public 
that no “obstacles” would bo put in the path of the ro-oloctod Ihrosident, 
that nothing would bo done that wouhl “embarass” him. But before the 
month was out, on tho 23th of February, a Madras daily was found to 
explain tho now tactics in the following terms ; 

“.as serions doubts hjive been raised ns to wL'it might be the real attitude 

of the general bo<ly of Congressmen, it is cssiuiiial that the delegates assembled 
in plenary session at Tripuri should have an rtp!)<>rttinity of iinambignoasly 
doolaring whether they have eonfiiieiice in (huidhiji’s leadership-for, rctiliy it 
comes to that—or in Mr. Rose’s. If the President will not take the respoiisilAlity 
of inviting a straight vote on the question, the members of tho old Working 
Committee must take it u]H)n themselves to secure such a verdict. 1'hia is f.ha 
least they owe to the country.” 
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Tljis quotation indicato tliat the leaders of the Eighbist group bad 
decided to offer a new battle at Tripuri. IVom then on it was all a call for 
A D ba I SS'fhoiing of all the clans. And the Indian public 

the “Lefttet” pitch of excitement and irritation by 

ranks tl’o organisation of the forces and resources of the opposing 

groups. It was not an edifying sight. And tho general 
body of Congress pooplo, the g -.noral body of Congress-minded people, were 
scandalised by tho unseemly display of uncharitableness and “sectarianism” 
to use the word of Pundit Jawaliarlal Nehru, specially as it was in evidence 
in defence of the principles and policies for wliich Gandhiji, the propagator 
of the idea of non-violence, stood. Things wore ^done and things were said 
at Tripuri that showotl that tho majority of us in In'Ma have gained little 
by our association with tho attempt that Gandhiji has been making 
to cleanse by his inner peace the distempers of Indian society ; these 
showed that we were no better, no worse than tho generality of men and 
women who, engaged in x>oliticaI competitions, mado occasional use of 
high-sounding words about moralities and charities. It is not necessary nor 
possible to take note of every act done or of every word uttered at Tripuri 
to gain tho impression and convicition that in politics in India, as in other 
countries, tliero was no room for charity or sweet reasonableness. Tlie 
resolution that was iiasscd at Tripuri ro-iteraling confidence in the old 
leadership of the Congress may bo looked at from different points of view. 
It may ho regarded as tho majority of delegates unsaying in the second 
week of Marcli what they had said at the end of January, proving once 
more that democracy as it was generally understood knew not its own 
mind, was fickle. It may he regarded as the majority getting afraid of the 
responsibility whicli tlicy had unknowingly voted to take up, realising 
in course of about six weeks or having the realisation driven into them 
that without Gandhiji’s leadership they could not move. It may bo that 
the resolution imxiosud a duty on Gandhiji witlmut getting his consent 
or approval. 

Such a doubt was expressed at the mooting of the Subjects Committee 
Did Gandliiii know in course of the dobato on the resolution that was 
of the Pant moved by Pandit Oovinda Ballav Pant, Premier of the 
resolatlon? United Provinces. Sri Chakravarti Eajagopalachari, 
Premier of Madras, who seconded the resolution, met this objection in the 
following words : 

“Some one had sugucatal Unit Oanilbiji would not approve of this resolution, 
I agree that he does not want this rcsoluiiou. But we want to reiterate his 
policy and progiiiniroe. It is wo who want, and do aetnally stand for, tlie 
principles and pilicy for whicli he srnnds. Wo accept his IcaileTsliip. It is only 
then wo who can reidly inleriirct this resolution.” 


This assumption of authority to speak as the authentic voice of the 
Gandhi Schofd of Politics precipitated a controversy that gained in bittor- 


“No”-8aid 

Gandbiii 


ness as days passed. Tho Press inflamed the situation 
by its siwonlations. When the discussion on tho resolu¬ 
tion was going on in the Subjects Committee a news 


appeared that tlirough telephonic communication the approval of Gandhiji 
had been secured for it. But wo find Gandhiji writing to Sri Subhas 


Chandra Basu from Biria House, Now Delhi, in a letter dated 2nd of April, 
the following: 
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*When Pandit Pant’s resolution was produced, I was on my bed. MaUinradas 
who happened to be at Jtaikol Unit day one morning brought mo the message that 
thcro was to be a resolution expressing coniidcnco in the old horses, I hail not 
Oie text before me. I said it would he goi)d so far as it went, for, I had been 
told at Segaon tlial yonr election was not so much confidence in you as censure 
of the old horses cspcdally tins Sardar. After this I saw the aistual text only in 
Allahabad when I wont to sec the Moulana 8ahcb.” 

Again from Eajkot Gatidhiji wroto on the 10th April on his 
reaction to tho Pant resolution ; 

“Pandit Pant’s resolution I cannot interpret, The more I study it, the more 
I dislike it. Tiio framers meant well. Jlut it does not answer the present 
diilicultT...! cannot, will not, im|iosc a Cabiiiot on you, nor can I guarantee 
approval by tho A. I. C. 0. of your Cabinet, and jiolicy,’’ 

The public came to know' of these on tho 14th of May whon the whole 
of the Gandhi-Basu correspondence appeared in tho Press. Thus for two 
months, in the absence of this knowloclgo, the mind of tho 
dementnnohithiii was kept divided, and Gandbiji’s name was 

dragged into the controversy as a partisan. The Pant 
resolntion was passed by delegates who did not know or did not 
understand the implications of the issues raised in it; it imposed on 
Gandhiji a duty which ho refused to accept and discharge ; the more 
he studied it tho more lie disliked it, ho told the world. The observer of 
the Indian scone of those days could not think of a greater condoumation 
of the resolution than was implied in those words. 

This controversy continued for more than thi’oo months, and had its end 
in the resignation of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu of Iris position as President 
of the Congi'ess. Prom a study of all tho published facta 
to ^yehSoglOTl connected with tho matter, we find it difficult to under- 

Ineompatibillty stand why it should have culminated in this. Wo have yet 

to know that Sri Suhlias Chandra Basu while President 
of tho Working Committee ever went hoyond the limits as a member of tho 
Committee, ever failed to co-operate with liis fellow-members. Tho general 
impression rather was that ho was rather passive in tho affairs of the Com¬ 
mittee. In a statement of Subhas Baba’s issued on the 3rd of March, a 
letter of Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru’s was quoted whicli supported tho im¬ 
pression. Thoroin Panditji complained that as President Subhas Bahu’s 
“attitude was entirely a passive ono.’’ To quote further : “In fact you 
have functioned more as a Speaker tiian as a directing President.’’ If 
this he the fact that as President of the Working Committeo Subhas Baba 
did not inconveniently assert himself or try to impose his ideas and 
ideals, policies and programiues, on tho other members of the Committee 
or on Gandhiji, that during tho yoar of his office he “passively” gave effect 
to the programme and policy of tho Committee sanctioned as those were by 
Gandhiji, we fail to understand, the public has failed to understand and 
explain to itself why the President-makora of the Indian National Congress 
should have come to tho conclusion that the re-election of Sri Subhas 
Chandra Basu was “unnecessary”, was “harmful to the cause ol the coun¬ 
try”, as Sardar Ballavbhai Patel bad phrased the cause of their opposition. 
There must have boon other causes which had no relation to principles and 
policies but could he explained only by reference to psychological incompa¬ 
tibility. As we write wo have often felt that tho controversy would have 
been robbed of bitterness, would not have boon as prolonged, if these 
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psychological conflicts had boon owned up ; public life in India would not 
have been as seared as it has boon since the third week of January, 1939. 

We can understand and explain the position of the “Bightists” to Subhas 
Baba only if we go back to the days of the first revolt against Gandhian 
loadorship which was organised by Ohittaranjan Das, 
*fBund*in* Matilal Nohru and Vithalbhai Patel, and trace therefrom 
‘'Indian Straggle" psychological opposition that the organisers of that 
revolt and tlioir auccossors have boon entertaining to the 
ideas and practices for which Gandhiji stood. Sri Subhas Chandra Basu’s 
book entitled 27/c Indian Strugole, 19I0-li)34 —published in 1935, gave full 
and frank oxpre.‘:sion bo the ideological and practical diilcronccs that ho iierson- 
ally and in a representative capacity hatl with Gandhiji. The book was 
put under ban by the British bureaticracy which was lifted after the Con¬ 
gress Ministries had been in office for about a year. The Congress Ministry 
of the United Provinces, we think, took the initiative in influencing the 
withdrawal of this ban, and the book became availalde in India in the 
latter months of 1938. To the supixu’ters of the Gandhi School of 
Politics the liook could not have Iwen pleas.ant reading. The book can 
explain tite reasons for the “fundamental dtiferences” between the oM 
leadership said to be repi’esontod by Sardar Patel and others and the new 
that Sri Sublias Chandra Basu was supxiosod to represent. It was not 
any particular deed done or word uttered during the time that Subhas 
Babu had been President of the Oongioss Working Committee that could 
explain and justify the stiff attitude of Ganditiji and his followers, near and 
far, maintained iii face of the eager and ijoraistcnt attempts of Sri Subhas 
Chandra Basu to heal up the wounds mutually inflicted during the presiden¬ 
tial election controversy. The corresiiondcnce published in tlio Press on 
May 14, 1939, after his resignation, boars unmistakable evidence of his 
spirit of accommodation, of his eagerness to propitiate and reconcile. This 
eagerness failed to win confidence, because tl^o book stood in the way. 
Subbas Babu’s charges against compromisu in the matter of Federation 
strengthened the projndico created by tbo )>ook. As Pimdit Jawaharlal 
Nehru put it : 

“In effect these cliarges might bo considered to be made against Gandhiji 
himself, as ho has been tlie guide and mentor of the Working Committee, Tliis 
psychological and iiersonal aspect inevitably overshadowed even i^litical issues,...’’ 

We have devoted so such space to this sorry affair because the contro¬ 
versy raised by it has disrupted the “united front” of Congress-minded men 
and women in the country. Wo have traced the back- 
OandhUlWhseuce of events in some detail so that public disgust 

Tripuri these might be understood. We have still the feeling 

that Tripuri would not liavo registered the fall in political 
morality that it did, if Gandhiji bad not undertaken the “wonder” journey 
to Bajkot called thereto by a light that came not from any calculation of the 
human understanding, lie went there bocauso ho could not help going ; he 
undertook the journey because, to uso his own words, I am going there 
as God is taking me there.” He felt a call, and ha responded to it. The 
spirit of the journey was expressed in the words : "Why am I going, 
whither am I going ? What for ? I have thought nothing about these 
things ; and if God guides me, what should I think, why should I 
think ?" When Gandhiji started for Bajkot on the 26th February 
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people treated it as a political mission of limited purpose and consequence, 
concerned with a small State, with a population not more than 75,000, in 
which his father had been Dewan ; whoso ruler, the father of the present 
Thakore Sahob, had been Gandhiji's friend. It was felt that it was natural for 
Qandhiji to feel interest in the life and work of the people of this State for 
the sake of this old relationship. People did not know that Gandhiji was 
acting under the influence of a mystic power that human understanding could 
not comprehend; and they did not anticipate that developments in this 
State would centre on it the attention of the civilised world, that driven 
by a “continuing agony’’ caused by the unhappy developments in the 
Indian States, particularly in this Indian State, he would be undertaking 
a fast unto death to recall the son of bis friend to the sanctity of the 
pledged word. 

Other ideas and beliefs wore involved in this question. Bajkot, a small 
State in Kathiawar; was to Gandhiji a symbol of the more than six hundred 
States in India, of the "Indian India”, of the ways of life 
and thought that were or ought to ^ unaffected by alien 
PoliUelans habits. These carry in them historic memories, maintain 
traditions that recall the times beyond memory, reminiscent 
of India, free and great. These States are like islands in the bosom of 
British India which is increasingly being remade in the pattern of the 
West. As remnants of that India the older generation of politicians had a 
love for these, and in Indo-British political activities made it a cardinal 
principle of their policy to non-interfere themselves in the internal affairs of 
States, to oppose and protest against the interference of the representatives 
of the “external authority” with their internal administration. Instances of 
such interfoi’once during the last seventy years—Baroda, Kashmir, Bhopal, 
Nabha, to name only a few—called forth protest and condemnation from 
the politicians and publicists of British India. 

Since those days the rulers of these States have been made into new 
men through the Baj Kumar Colleges under British teachers and instruct- 
ors : their Indian-ness is being chiselled out of them ; and 
GeM^on inatiy of them, like their contemporaries in British 
ot Princes India, feel and find themselves more at home in 
London and Paris than in Simla and Delhi. In their 
intellectual interests, in their pleasures and luxuries, they imitate 
the foreigner, and spend on these the revenues of their States more 
out of their States than inside the country. 'The educated Indian, whether 
prince or commoner, has thus developed certain common characteristics that 
are not racy of the soil ; hn can be said from certain points of view to be en¬ 
riching by the habits of his life and thought foreign countries and foreign peo¬ 
ples. With the growth and intensification of national feeling in the country 
this criticism has emerged more prominently into view ; the democratic ideal 
seeking fulfilment in every-day habits of life, in social and economic institu¬ 
tions, has thrown into bolder relief the disparity between the life of the classes 
and the masses. These disparities cannot be accepted to-day as in the natural 
order of things; world developments challenge the reason and equity of their 
existence. India, one of the ancients of the world, cannot expect, will not 
be allowed to expect, that the spirit of the times will leave her untouched. 
This spirit has the peculiar quality of invading even the household of 
the prince, invading the innermost sanctuary of the mind of the prince and 
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making him uncomforliable in the midst ot his cushioned life of wealth and 
luxury. In the old social system this disparity between the life of the classes 
and the masses was accepted as one of the fruits of karma, of kismet, 
of fate ; men and women were taught to reconcile themselves to it as a 
decree of Providence which was for the good, the ultimate good, the spiri¬ 
tual good of all. The religious systems of the world buttressed this teaching. 
But the modern man and womau have been presented witli another view, 
another world view, another view of the scheme of things. They have been 
invited to repudiate the old scheme, to take it up entire and break it into pieces 
and with the remnants thereof build a new world of equal opportunities and 
equal satisfactions, of the equal realisation ot the promises of the human per¬ 
sonality. In the rank of these rebels, believers and agnostics are to be found; 
believers and agnostics have benn increasingly realising that man has not 
been able to make a success of the opiv>rtunitic8 that Nature and Nature’s 
God have placed in their hands. And to the question—"What man has 
made of man ’’ ? tliey find it diflicult to give a satisfactory reply. 


It is in the i)ack-ground of those ideas, of these changes, mental and 
and social, brought about by British methods of administration and 
enlightenment, of vast economic developments, that tho 
uprising of the mass mind in tho Indian States has to be 
studied and undei'Stood. It is part of tho larger 
awakening in India, in tlio world. The rulers of the 
the majority ot them, have not been able to bring the 

dissatisfactions of their people, the 
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characteristics, one of 
modern education has 


Indian States, 

“human touch” to the removal of the 
human approach that is supposed to bo one 
tho virtues of feudalism, of avitoeracy. 
created a gulf botwoou them and their people, and tho masses of tho people 
do not find in them tho representative characters of their ideals, ideas 
and practices. Added to this was the break-clown of the old economic 
arrangements that has very often tlnown them into alien surroundings and 
relations, and forced them to seek and find occupations unrelated to 
traditional life. It is due to dissatisfactions created by these impersonal forces 
tliat we find tho people of the States as far apart as Travancoro, Hyderabad, 
Dhenkanal, Talcher, Banpur, to name only a few, soothing with agitations, 
and masses of men and women prepared to suffer imprisonment for the 
assertion of their new sense of rights. In tho last three States named above 
the people were found to have left their paternal homos and taken 
shelter in British Orissa. About 25,000 people from Talcher lived in 
improvised huts in British Orissa for more than live months. Tho 
Muslims from Jaipur resorted to Ilijrat, to a life of exile in tho city of 
Dellii, owing to diffcrencoa with tho State. Happenings in these States 
disturbed the peace of miud of tho rulers and the ruled not only in the 
individual States but outside in British India. Beprosentativos of tho 
British bureaucraciy in India wore pressing on tho attention of Indian 
Princes that they should take note of the time spirit, that they who had 
been born to positions of comptirativo privilege and advantage were 
required to give a groat deal in return, that their duty was “to ensure tho 
woll-lx>ing and comfort of their subjects first, last and at all times.” 
These wise words are quoted from a speech by Sir Henry Craik, 
the Governor of tho Punjab, siraken to the students of the Chiefs' 
GoUogo at Lahore. Gandhiji through his writings in the Earijan 
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was also pouring bis angiiisljoil toolings tor tho rulers and tho ruled, 
for tho prinoo and the commoner, for thorn to reform and rectify. 
In ono of tho issuos of tins weekly appearing in tho beginning of 
April, 1939, he gave ono of tho reasons lliat had led him to undertake the 
fast sit Bajkot, hegun on M.ircli 3 and happily ended on tho 7th ; 

‘‘Oeejiraplit-ully, Itssjkot is si i.iny 8|tot on tho map of Tiidisi, but the diaturhano# 
which 1 fell eiillinl 'ujwu to deal with wsia symptomiilic, of a universal malady. My 
•ndsiavour in lisijket was meant to nip tiic evil in Use had.” 

Tho Rajkot fast was undortsikon by (landhiji, as we have said, to 
roeall Ilis IJiglmeas tho Tliakoro Ssiheh of tho State, Dhannendra Singh, 
to honour tho sanctity of tho pledged word, to honour 
Sa^Vs sanctities of tlio relation tliat subsisted between 

NotUicatioa riders and tiio ruled. Tho history of this affair 

liegiin liko this. Tho subjects of tho State liad started 
a Satijafiralia inovoinont for tho removal of certain grievances, for tho 
assertion of certain rights, tho lights of responsible citizenship. They 
had tho support of (iaridliiji in this tiglit, and they had tlie advantage 
of having Sardav Ihillavhhai Tatol as their guide and philosopher. The 
intensity of tlio movement appear to liavc indneed tho Tlialcoro Sahob 
to roeogniso tlie justice of t.lieir claims, ami ho called upon Sardar Ballavbhai 
Batol to help him in solving tlio imiblem. In a Bajkot Durbar Notification 
No SO, date.d Decemher the ikitli, 193H, ho declared his will and wish 
that ho had docideil to aiipuint a CommitUio of ten mcmhei's to draw up 
a schomo of reforms, administrativo and consUtntionaJ. Those ton 
gentlemen were to ho subjocts or servants of tlio Bajkot State, throo of 
wliom will bo State Oflicors, and tho otliers subjects of tho State ; the 
President of llio Clommitteo was to Ikj iipjiointed by tho ruler. Tho draft 
of tho Notilicatioii agreed Ui hetw<;-cn tho 'i’liakoro Saheh and the members 
of his Ckiimcil on one side and Hardar Dallavhliai I’atel on tho other had 
a jiaragrapli wliicli did not apitoar in llio OHicial tlazcUo. Tho following 
was tho paragraph confiruKsl in a jirivato letter by tho TJiakoro Saliob : 

“It is iigi’ccd (hat seven momliers of the (kimmilteo meutioaed in (danse 2 of 
the State iuinouniuuucnt of (e-diiy's dale are to Ikj rceomnMimled by Bardar Balluv- 
bhai I’alcl, and tliey arc to bo nuniinu(cd by us.” 

Tho omission of lliis paragraydx from tho fla/.otte was o-Hplained thus— 
that tho mention of Sardar Patel in tho Notification might bo misunderstood 
liy the otlicr rulers—a jiojnt of view wdiich Sardarji was 
Usiijtcrprotaiion “uppreciated”. On tlio 4tli January, 1939, 

Maarleo Gwycr Sardar Ihillavhhai simt tho names of tho seven gentlemen. 

A reply to this camo on the 12th .Tauuary intimating that 
tho Thakoro Sahoh acix.pted the names of four gentJemen, rojeetod two as 
not being subjects of tlie State, criticised ono as nulikoly to work usofuUy 
with indcpoiithmt opinion in a Committee of the kind contumplatod ; it was 
also said that tlio Muslims sliould have two ropreseiitatives and tho Blmijalff 
ono on this Committee of ten. Tho BhatjaLs aro a class of Zamindars or 
foudatorios in Bajkot. Sardar Jlallavhhai in a letter dated IGth January with¬ 
drew' the name of ono person hneanso thee;) was a doubt whether or not he 
was a subject of tlio State, Imt ho refused to go any further. On tho 21st Janu¬ 
ary the “Bajkot Gazette” announced tho Gommittoo which dilVorod in certain 
of tlio names roeommended by tho Sardar ; a communiiiuo on behalf of the 
Tha roro Sahob seemed to suggest that ho had agi’oeil on tlio 2Gth Docembor, 
1938, “to considor any rocommondations which Mr. Patol might wish to 
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raako.” This stairfcofl a oontrovoray which, as a roault of Gandhiji’s fast, 
was roferroil to the Chief Justice of the Federal Court of India, Sir Maurice 
Gwyer, for intorprotation of the draft and Notification of the Bajkot Durbar 
dat^ the 26th Docember, 1938. Sir Maurice declared his Award on the 
3rd of April which found that : 

“...the true construction of each document is that tlio 'ITiakore Saheb under¬ 
takes to appoint tlie persons whom Mr. Vallav)>hai fatol may recommend and 
that he docs nut reserve to himself any diatwetion to reject those whom he does not 
approve. Uc is no doubt entitled to erilicise the reeoni meudatious and to urge 
reasons for reconsidedug tliera ; l)ut.Mr. Vallavbhai is to have the last word.” 


Sir Maurice quoted the relevant portion of the draft which spoke of “a 
Committee of ton gontlomon who sliouhl bo subjects or servants of our State, 

,. sovon of whom would bo rocommonded by Mr. Ballavbhai 

'minority^ Patol and they aro to bo nominatod by us” ; and from a 

<3omparison with the words in the private letter of Decem- 
lior ;?6, 1938, quoted above, he found tiiat thoro was “no 
evidonce that tho torins of tho letter wero intended to convoy a dilTeront 
moaning from that expressed in tlio draft Notification.” This Award 
appeared to have or ought to h.ave settled the controversy. But it did not. 
Because the Thakorc Saliob had found hiinsoK compollod to accept an 
ari'angomont for which “lie had ixu’haps no groat entlmsiasm,” to quote Sir 
Maurice Gwyer's words, ho and his advisors showed no eagerness to 
implement tlio Gwyor Award. Tho Muslims, tho Bhayats and the 
“depressed” classo? in tho State oamo forwanl now to claim their represent¬ 
ation in tho Committoo. As the Tliakoro Salmi) refused to agree to an increase 
in the number of the momborship of tho Committoo or to doorcase the num¬ 
ber of his own nominees, tho now claims for roprosontation could only come 
from the nominees of Sardar Ballavbhai Batol acting on behalf of tho 
Praja Parishad. Mr. Mahomod Ali Jiunah put in his spoke ; tho Bhayat 
Association did tlviirs ; Dr. Ainbedkar was reported to have been invited 
by tho Thnkore Sahob liimsolf to put in claims on behalf of tlio “doprossod” 
classes of tlio Statu. 


Faced by the “tortuous politics of Kathiawar”, Gandhiji in a statement 
issued on tho 24tli of April owned defeat, lie gave thovoin tho story of his 
lailiiro. Ho described how ho had offered to tlie Eosidont 
Inist oif** tho right of nomination of mombors of the Ee- 

Gwyor Award ioums Committoo ; how ho had suggestod that the 
Tliakoro Sahel) should iiominato the whole Committee to 
report in terms of she Notification of December 26 last ; that tho report 
of tlio Committee shovild bo shown to the Praja Parisacl •which could submit 
its criticism and note of dissent !)otli of w'hich to bo sent to tlie Chief 
Justico of tho Federal Court of India for his decision. The Thakora Sahob, 
however, turned down tho suggestion. In this statoniont Gandhiji opened 
out his heart ; In let tho world know why he felt impelled to forego 
tho right given by the Gwyor Award ; ho felt that ho had failed to convert 
the Thakora Sal-ob and his chief advisor Sardar Sri Virawala who 
smarted under tho feeling that the pressure of the “external authority”, of 
the Paramount Power, had boon exerted on them ; that Gandhiji had been 
tho cliiof instrument for securing this pressure ; that they had to yield to 
tliis pressure. Tho working of their minds was revealed in a conversation 
with Sardar Sri Virawala which is quoted below in Gandbiji’s own words : 
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“.Whoii an oi)i)ortiinity came to me I triwl to assure Darbar 8ri Virawala 

tliat I took no delight hi iiivoking the assistaiu-e o[ the raramount Tower. Apart 
from nhiiasa, my coiincolion willi llajkot slioiilil impose this restraint mi me, I 
assured him that my siMintaiicons oiler to Mr. (.H'osoii was an elFort in that direct¬ 
ion. He immediately retorted; ‘Ihit, if you are not satisfied with his (Thakore 

Kaheb’s) Committee’s reiHirt, you claim the right to scrutinise it., you want to 

have the reiiort and the note of dissent serutiniseil bj; the Hon’lile the Chief 
Justice of India. Do you call this “removiug the feeling of pressure ?” Why 
not trust his Higlincss and his Adviser llirongh and through i You may not get 
all you want, but wliatevor you get will he chargcil with his good will and will 
carry the promise of full delivery.” 

Theso angry words of tho cliiof adviser of Iho Tlmlcoro Saheb of Bajkot 
appeared to Inivo led Gandliiji to search into his own basis of ahiiUHn. 

And by his statomeut, by deciding to forego tho advant- 
Clwyer Award, lie sliowod that lie was in 
make peace search of a now fcochniquo of iwlitical warfare which would 
be triio to his “faith in tho essential goodness of human 
nature.” This seemed to suggest that Gandliiji was coming to fool tliat 
any sort of external pressure, whether of mass action or of Govornmental 
action, did not create conditions for tlie gonnino conversion that was the soul 
of all real reforms, individual or .sooial. Bajkot has “iieon to me a prioo- 
loss laboratory”, declared Gandliiji in his statomont, wherein ho had found 
the inadoiinaoy of his own oxp.iriin jnt with ahim.Ha as an instniincnt of 
political action, for tho assertion of inllvidnal and social rights, for tho re¬ 
moval of injustices in individual and sooial relations, for the outlironemant 
of individual and social self-respect. Wo cannot say that this confession 
of failure on Gandliiji’s part was relished by many of bis fellow-workers 
and followers, that his refusal to press homo tho advantages gained by tho 
Gwyor Award was to the liking of many of them. Few w'oro found who 
appreciated his advice to his co-workers in Bajkot, o.xpressed in the 
following words ; 

*1 have asked the workers to confer with Darbar Sri Virawala, to forget me 
and Sardar I’atel. If tlioy get enough to .satisfy tlidr least wants they may aecc|)t 
the offer without refcienco to citlier of us.” 


Thus did end the Bajkot episode which had throatonod a major political 
crisis in India. To an ohaervor Bajkot roprosunted within a small area all 


Triumph ot 
sectional 
Interests 


tho disunities tliat disrupted joint work in tho whole of 
our continoukal country. It brought to view for all the 
world to soo all tho separatist tendencies and little 


conceits that are proparwl to put stumbling blocks in 
the path of progress, in the way of an endeavour to secure tho common 
good. When the Snliiaiiralia fight in Bajkot was on, wliioh had impelled 
even Srimati Kasturhliai Gandhi to throw luu-solf into its fire, the public 
did not hoar that tho Muslims of Bajkot, tho Blmyatu of Bajkot, tho 
‘‘depressed" classes of Bajkot as a comiminity or as a class had como 
forward to suffer or to sacrifice for tlio common cause of responsible Govoni- 
mont in the State. When tho fight was called off, on tho 26th Docoraber, 
1938 on a show of yielding by tho ruler and tho ruling classes of the Stale, 
representatives ot this community or that class camo forward to claim 
a share in the momborshiii of tho Boforms Coinraittoo that was to frame 
a scheme of administrative and constitutional reforms for Bajkot. They 
could not or did not promise team work with tho roprosontatives of the 
Praja Parisbad, tho organisation that had organised the agitation for 
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those reforms. The result of the tactics adopted by the minorities 
saljotaged the work souglit to bo done by the Boforms Committee 
But it did not fulfil oven the limited purposes which the minority claims 
had rcprosentiod. Tlio Tliakoro Sabob and his advisers were relieved 
of the pressure of public opinion in their own State, of the larger all-India 
opinion which had lined up holnnd tliat of Eajkot and had lielped to enlist 
the help of tlio representatives of Urn raramount Power on tho side 
of reform and roeonstiuction in the State. 


But tliis is no new phenomenon in India ; the littlenesses shown at 
Eajkot is seen spread over tlie whole of India. It has been halting 
every forward move in tho reform of tho Stato in India. 

India ' siiirit, to this spirit of fear or jealonsy or ambition, 

Phenomonon trace tlie intensification of communal conflicts and 

coini>otitious in the country, the malignant growth of 
suspicion that intorprots every action of Hindu or Muslim as directed 
against the paitieularistic interests of tho other community or class 
concerned, as directed towards securing unfair advantages under the admini¬ 
strative system, towards capturing tlio i>owor of tho State with a view to 
consolidate tho power and influeuce of one or of the otlier community. In 
successive volumes of tho .Imiiun AuninU JiiujiMi^r since 1936, a consis¬ 
tent attempt has been made and maintained to understand and explain the 
mind or the minds behind tlia controversies that divide tho two major 
communities in India, tliat stand in tiie way of their co-operating with one 
another, that have raised and propped up fissiparous tendencies in the hearts 
of these communitios. Wo have traced how under pressure of British 
methods of administration and culigiitoniuent, under the throat of a culttu’al 
submersion, tlio initid of Iho IJindu community lias tried to reform and 
reconstruct itsdf, uud lias been able to endow itself with social and inilitical 
institutions that aiiiHsar to prok.'ct their paiticular interests and to advance 
thoir ambitions for tlicir country anil community. The early reformers in 
tho community luidor tlio inlluonco of mid-19th contui’y rationalism and 
lilioi’alism in tlieir attempts at rdonii and reconstruction did not think of 
their own parlicular coniinunal interests ; what they preached and practised 
they broadcasted for the comnioualty of tho land without regard for casto 
or creed or commiuiily ; perhaps in disregard of tho traditions of tho 
country c f their birtli. Wo have alsti seen how contemporary with this 
awakening there was a groat stirring in tho waters of Muslim lifo in India 
caused by the Waliliabi movomont. Tho Hindu movemont, because it drew 
certain of its inspirations from the West, from non-Indian sources and 
experiences, could not or did not develop that narrowness of vision that 
oharactorisod tho awakcuing among tho Muslim community in India 
drawing its inspiration from exclusively Muslim experiences and sources. 
In literature which was tho mirror of tho social mind wo find this 
contrast. 


Tho reformers among Indian Muslims, ono of tho pioneers among 
whom was fcir Sayyiil Ahmed Kluin, did from tho first put emphasis on 
llio soparateni.-ss of Muslim interests in the country, 
character of Muslim culture in Hindns- 
Soparatioa than, both of whicli—material and cultural interests— 
could not bo reconciled or barnionised in a scheme 
of things which wa.s uoilher Hindu, nor Muslim, nor Cliristian, but 
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was the synthesis of thorn all. The inability of the Muslim commu¬ 
nity to evolve a synthetic view, a modem outlook which thought 
less of credal diffei'ences and more of community feoling drawing its sus¬ 
tenance from living as noigliliours—to this inability we trace the 
growth of separatist conceits and interests among Indian Muslims. 
Wo know that not all Muslim thouglit-leaders and public men, poets, 
philosophers, publicists and political leaders did or do yield to 
this feoling. Even to'day when the Hindu and Muslim in India 
appear to bo standing in rival camps, to be socially ignorant of one 
another and politically opponents of one another, there is the 
Jamiat-id-Vlenta, the organisation of Muslim divines, the Majlis-i- 
Ahrar, an organisation of Nationalist Muslims, the majority of Shia 
public men, the All-India Momin Conference representing the socially 
and economically “dciwossed” classes among Indian Muslims, the 
Servant of God— Khudai Kldimadoar —^Movement founded by 
Khan Ahdul Gaffur Khan in the N. W. F. Province—all these 
organisations have been co-operating with the Indian National 
Congress in the stmggle for Swaraj, the rule of India by Indians, 
for Indians. But it would not bo honest to say that these organisa¬ 
tions did represent to-day the dominant feelings and ideas of the Indian 
Muslim community. We havo to recognise that for reasons known 
and unknown these organisations have not been able to educate 
their community into those ideas of modern citizenship which are 
free from credal conceits. The policy of the Government may be 
partly responsible for it. But the main responsibility must bo shared 
by and between us, Hindus and Muslims of India, whose traditions 
have not been ablo to build up a coherent national life. 

It is not possible in these pages to trace a full and complete 
history of this development. Nor is the present writer competent to 
do justice to this stupendous work of writing a history 
the'^watothoso ideas which “possess” the majority of the 
tlie Irrattonal Muslim community and lead them to speak and act 
as if they were “a separate nation" in India. A 
Gorman thinker, an exile from Nazi ox^pression. Professor Hermann 
Kantorowicz, in speaking of “the possessive power of ideas” said: 
“Men possess thoughts but ideas possess them.” This was elaborated 
in the following words by an American professor. Max Lomor of the 
Williams College : 

“Let us say that we are dealing with the whole realm of what, for laek of a 
better terra, we shall call ideas, the whole iutellectiial realm. One phase of it is 
the rational; and hero men are in possession of the ideas, using them to clarify 
their world and subject it to order. The other is the irrational, and here the 
ideas—big sweeping ideas like racism, individualism, Nazism, communism, demo¬ 
cracy-are in possession of men,” 

Though communalism does not find a place by name in the above 
quotation, we have no doubt that it is, as wo have it in India today, an 
eruption from the realm of the irrational into tho 
"^^ments in Waking life of the men and womon of India. To subject 

Western World criticism and to analysis, to chart this unknown 

region in search of the truth in it and to extract its 
implications is tho duty of the Indian public man and publicist. Tho 
ideologies referred to by Max Lerner and quoted above, tho systems of 
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thought and belief that onergiso our thoughts, mako them cohesive, and 
give them a fighting sl.vengtli—these are the driving forces of the revolution 
tliat confronts us today in the 20tli century. Historians of the West 
who have philosoidiically looked at dovelopiuonts during the centuries since 
the Eoformation ia the Western world have told us that tho discoveiy 
of the scientific method and its possibilities constituted tho revolution 
in the 17th century ; that the voyage over the realm of reason 
and tho subjoution of social institutions to the test of rationality 
constituted the cere of the vast change that over-took tho 18th century ; 
that the discovery of tho world as made up of changes rather than as 
an immutable structure, with ascertainable laws of development both 
in the biological region (Darwini.sm) and in tho regions of history and 
sociology (Marxism) constituted tho intolloctual revolution of the 19th 
century ; and that tlie 20th century ia confronted with eruptions from tlio 
realm of the irrational. The 20th century men and women are thus required 
to recoguise the role of tho iiTationai in human affairs, to take it by 
tho fore-lock and subject it to the guidance of reason, to utilise the 
insights wo got into tho core of human naturo for tho enrichment of 
human life, for the realisation of its possibilities. Looked at from this 
point of view, (iommunalism as wo have it today in India, requires 
criticism and analysis. 

In vol. I of the Indian Annual Jieyister (1938) we did mako 
an attempt to understand and explain tho genesis and growth of 
communalism among Hindus, in course of which we 
JUnd”*”'” •'™ced the history of tho National Movement in India 

Analysed contribution made by tho Hindus to tho 

political awakening of the country. We conceded tho 
justice of tho criticism that the Hindus could afford to bo less commun;U 
bocauso of tho inn<ir assurance that they woro tho majority in India, 
recognising at tho same time that Muslim communalism has helped 
to make conscious what was hid in the subconscious region of tho 
Hindu mind. Wo also said that tho uoaror approach of democratic 
government in India has roused fears and ambitious in the mind of the 
politically dominant section among Indian Muslims. And as it is a 
popular interpretation of social psychology today that history is a 
photograph of soci:d consciousness, that history is a record of ideas 
that are but expressions of broad social and class forces, that history 
is a record of “tho succession of defensive anil aggressive movements 
directed towards class and group interests and x)owcr relations”, Indian 
publicists have it laid upon them that they should try to lay baro tho 
social impulsions which push forward individual thinkers and leaders 
among Hindus and Muslims to stand forth as tho prophets of their 
particular communities, as the organ voices of thoir feelings and 
aspirations, as tho defenders of tleeir particularistic interests. In 
previous volumes wo have tried to do so. But we are enabled to 
understand hotter tho soul of tho differcncos that divide the Hindu and 
tho Muslim in India today as it was revealed in a speech delivered 
by tho President of tho Literary Beclion of tho Bengalee Maslim 
Literary Conference. Mr. Wazed Ali is a barrister; at present a 
Ihesidency Magistrate in Calcutta. In this speech ho took us through 
a discussion of the many personal and impersonal forces that have 
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pliiyed thoir part in roloasing the conscience of the many castes and 
communities that inhabit the country from the prison house of nn- 
undorstood customs, from an existence that was satisfied with dreams 
of past glory. Naturally enough he criticised the way of life of the 
Muslim community the majority of whom were following the beaten 
track oblivious of the changes in world affairs, in Indian affairs. lie 
indicated that the comparative backwardness of the Indian Muslims 
was their failure to adapt tliemselves to modern conditions of life and 
thought in India introduced and created by British methods of adminis¬ 
tration and enlightenment. The new “climate of opinion*’, of practice, 
found the Indian Muslim community unresponsive to the time spirit 
when the Hindus drew from it strength and inspiration. To this failure 
to respond to the new atmosphere on the part of his community, Mr. 
Wazed Ali traced thoir backwardness ; it was not due to any inherent 
detect in thoir mental and moral make-up. And in explaining the cause 
or causes of this failure, bo uttered words that throw a flood of light on 
the working of the social and class forces that constitutes the core of the 
communal problem in India. Tins problem is not confined to the clash 
between Hindu and Muslim only ; the Shia and the Bunni sects amongst 
Muslims, the Momin and “Sharcef” classes amongst Muslims, the varva 
and uvarita amongst Hindus—the economically dominant and the 
economically “depressed” amongst Hindus—all those class and sectarian 
conflicts constitute the real problem in India, the problem of a social 
break-down. 

But what Mr. Wazed Ali has said is important in view of the light 
it throws on the working of the Muslim mind, of a section of it, in 
Two represents- India. In illustrating the awakening amongst Hindus, 
tlve literary and contrasting this with tl)c dimmer light in his own 
men—one Uiiida, community, lio put foward the life and work of two 
one Mus im conlcniporary literary men, one a Hindu—Bankim Chandra 
Chatlopadhyaya, the otlier a Muslim—Abdul Halim Sairar, the Urdu 
novelist. They were conkmporavies who <lid the host part of thoir 
work in the last quarter of the Ifltli century. “As a creator of boauty, 
as a creative genius Abdul Halim Si>riar was in no way inferior to 
Bankim Chandra Cliattopadliyaya.” Tho foniior show'cd in his writings 
an oirenncss of mind, a imivcrsalism that llio latter lacked. But it is 
undeniable that Bankim Chandra wields a deeper and wider influence 
over the life and thought of ludia. Tho reason for this was that tlio 
Bengalee literary man introduced into Bengalee literature the fioiy 
spirit oi patriotism, “bonowing” it from English literature This 
patriotism is tho driving force of luudcrn life ; sorvico to, and sacrifleo of 
self at, the altar of tho country is tho ideal of conduct to tho modern 
men and women. Abdul Halim Sanar, equally gifted, equally sensitive 
to the intuitions of his time, could not ho tho fountain-head of this 
inspiration, the liarlfinger of this noedtsd aw-akening, tho law-giver of 
this ideal. This inability was not due to any defect in liis mental and 
spiritual endowments : it was duo to his surroundings, to the “climate 
of opinion” in which ho lived, tho air which ho breathed. Abdul 
Halim was a resident of the United Provinces, then known as the 
North-West Province. He lived his life and did his work in an area 
where tho Hindus were about 90 iier cent of the population ; tho Muslims, 
Abdul Halim’s brotbers in laitb, were 10 i)or cent only. 
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*The MiMlimitUy actHtplitiK t.h« idoil of iMitrioUitm wimld but ludp iii dcltveriuj 
the iciiut of a)liiiinii>(r:ilivc imwer into the hantlH of the lliudiie. 31iercfore Harntr 
niuld not utu< Jiie t>eii >11 inunilamiii}; llic of ixilirioUsm. Ibit lltinkim OhniMira 
ruiikl do ib WniitUi lu- lived niid tliuii^'ht mul worki-d in iiii itrea. in the ttum Pmd* 
deucy of l)i>n»d cons'itiitid <it lloii>^ai, Jlilinr nn-l Orirtna, where Uie Itbidue. 
linnkim CinindrnV co ndithtnHintH were nlNiiti 70 t>er cent of the |)0|>alntion. The 
idciil'Ond of liiit iwt.'.ulio.n was Uie (stinbliKluucnt of Jliinlu Hupreinaety. Am ti 
•tineere iiiiidn Hankti i Oliendra could aiM'epl thin idutd and |ilaise at ito aerviee the 
Hiitierit iMiwcra of liin inleilcct and liio devotion of hit* ttouL Therefore eontd he 
dwlicate hie |>cn to v.'rito “Ananda Mutt**, Mitaram**, “Devi Ohowdhuraui**, to 
write the Mong of liau Ja ifaUmm.” 


Mr. Waned AP’s intorprobvUou of this oi>l-ii>:1o in modora India’s 
literary history in true to tlio now popnlttr theory which sitid that 
hintoi y in iln real nonso in a record of tho ‘'sueoossion 
“ ol def niuivo ami itggr.cMiro iiv)yein mts dirdctol towards 
and Patriottom group iuhu'ests ainl p-twor rolations." Thoru- 

fere liu doclaru«i that in dtciling with the topic of patriot* 
ism tho Muslim literary men iu India havu luul to taco an inner 
ooufliet: to (ISO his own woiyIh, they over walk into a Mind alloy. Patriot* 
ism is tlio religion of tho itio>lorn man and wonutn ; hnt tho library 
men among Indian IMuslinis cannot follow this living inspiration, llo 
cannot do so, ht!uan!.o ho tools that it iM>n11iuts with the roatorial 
iutorosts of his coiuinuuily ", tlioy ctvnnot undaiig ft theso by preaching 
tlio cult of patriotism. The rosult has lioen that in the albonce of a 
living and vital ideal and pni'iiosu tho library creations of theirs 
aro charaebrisod by a aanx>wa-.ws, by a liockward looking vision; 
and owing to tliU handicap their literary emtions have not lioon 
aide to riso aliove comiminaliHin ; thoKO havu not made any appeal to 
nun*Musliin8, to niodom-miudod Muslims. As an instance of this iidluro 
llali's "Musaddvt’" can lie vib«l. Mou of vision and insight in tho 
Mtudim oumninnity of India wore awaro of this Iiandicap. The inspira* 
tion of tlio imetry of tho gnat iKkit, hluhammad J<iba), oatno from this 
feeling of failure and frustialion. And ho strove with all his might to 
pull up Muslim ‘diought and life iu India from this imt. He fdt that 
a widor and hrotvlcr appeal, wider than the sottt and hroader than tho 
country', would 8.<rvo as a dynamo. Thoivforo did he present tlio pan* 
Islamist idoal, fust placed Imforo modem Mamie peoples by Jemaluddin 
Afghani, as a cement of a new univm-HaliKm, as a rallying cry br a new 
Isbm, as tho burden of Ids seing. This I’amlslaiuism cut through tho 
rings raised by sect and country and nn'o, made a ^ Muslirn in China a 
brother of tlio Muslim in Moiocco. In liis Amir-i-Khudi—Secrets 0 / 
^//—he sang: 

“ ’Tis lolly !•> l«ke I'rule fii ni*v. 

Race iwaiUs ihe iMsly nliick is inertni. 

Why to scan-li /*« the cssnu-e of conimitiiHy in IIio l»nd of birlli f 
Why to wonbip the elements of »ir, water and eardfl” 

But the some man sang also : 

*Yunmi*o-Mi8ra*o*Ronm sab mit gayc iaimn wv 
Raki magar hat ab Itlii libidoshui llnmara** 

Tltcccc, b^pt sad Rome have faded away from (he wrnrld 
Rut sUA Ihis my Jibidostau.” 
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This ooQpleli laid bare the struggle in the heart of this poet of 
Muslim renaissance in India, the struggle between the claims of 
country and religion. Even a nodding acquaintance 
* thrMnsUm* Iqbal’s poetry, of the message of his life’s 

minj striving, reveal to us the struggle that went inside 

the Muslim poet who in the later years of his life 
blossomed forth as the poet of Muslim separatism in India. Wo can, 
therefore, appreciate the criticism of Mr. Wazed Ali that the 
attempt of this singer of “flaming songs to the assembly” of Islam 
did not succeed as it was hoped. It failed because it came into 
clash with the realities of modem life. To Muslims Islam as a 
religion is the centre of community life; Muslims living in different 
countries are brothers in faith. Those are self-evident truths. But as 
ideals in State-life, the Ehilafat and Pan-Islamism are out of date 
as symbols of State organisation to-day : 

“In these ideals we do not find and feel the stirring of life. In the independent 
Mnslira countries the ideals of community life that Nationalism stands for have 
been accepted to-day. If wc hug to our bosom an idctil that was valid in the past 
but is almost lifeless to-day, wc will fail in our literary life, in our State life.” 

This is the cruel tost that the Muslim community in India must 
pass through, said Mr. Wased Ali. Further analysing tho cruelty of 
the choice he said that it is not possible, it is difli- 
Muslims in India to accept and to work 
a remedy all-India Nationalism— 

the idea and the ideal of an India, one, whole and 
indivisible. That would moan for Indian Muslims , the acceptance of 
the superiority of the majority community iu India, of the Hindus. 
But, under present circumstances, no Muslim in India can heartily 
accept such an idea and ideal, heartily welcome the possibility of 
their success. At the same time they cannot contemplate the present 
state of political dependence as a permanent arrangement. What was 
the way out ? As a Bengalee Muslim, speaking to a Bengalee 
Muslim audience, Mr. Wazed Ali presented to them the ideal of 
developing the particulaiisra, the uniqueness of life in Bengal, distinct 
and peculiar. As an ideal of Stato organisation the people of Bengal 
will not separate thoinsolvos from India or any federation in India. But 

“Our aim will be not tin All-Tndia NationnliBm but a Bengalee Nationalixm 
equal with others in the free federation of States in India just ns within the British 
Commonwealth of Nations there are enthroned the Oaniulion, Austialian and the 

Irish Nationalisms.For us (llcngnlee Muslims) this ideal is the way, the only 

way, to our nUtmate goiKl. With this ideal there is no jmsBibility of conflict in 
OUT communal interests, in our rcUgioiis and cnllnial interests. 9'he same can bo said 
of Bengalee Hindus who are almost eciual in number to Bengalee Muslims. In 
number the Muslims arc a majority, a small majority, but iu prestige and inlhicnco 
tho Hindus are dominant. I'horeforc both tho communities can heartily accept this 
ideal and devote their energies to the service of their common mulkcrlaiid.” 


We have noticed Mr. Wazod Ali’s speech in some detail because 
wo think that it represents tho movement of thought in a section of 
iiiB educated Muslim community ; because it represents 

In Ite “ attempt to build up a bridge of reconciliation between 
way two schools of thought in India that appear to bo 

divided on strictly communal lines. He appears to suggest 
that the concept of patriotism and nationalism accepted to-day in the world. 
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in Inrlia, iu easy for the Uimlu to understand and accept, because be 
bolon^js to tho majority community in this country, and as far as human 
imagination could look forward to, the Hindu will remain so. Tho Indian Mus¬ 
lim cannot accept and work for this ideal; it is not in human nature to do so. 
Tliereforo ho suggested as tho ideal for the Bengalee Muslim what may 
bo called Linguistic Nationalism, a now cement of human relations, the 
tie and tho bond of language that bind tho Bengalee Hindu and the 
Bengalee Muslim. He did not appear to have any interest in the 
All-India Nationalism that claims the allegiance of the majority of the 
modem-educatod men and women of India. Because ho did not believe 
and ho gave expression to this scei)ticism in tlie speech under review that 
India was ever ono and whole, politically and administratively. Even 
during the hoy-day of Muslim rulo in India, either during the period 
when Pathan or Moghul emperors ruled at Delhi, there was no central 
administration in the country that could claim tho allegiance of tho whole 
country, or whi<!h was accepted by tho many kingdoms and principalities in 
the country. Tho l-;aa than two hundred years of centralised rule imposed 
by British adminis^trators over India has not been able to create that one¬ 
ness of spirit that is the motive power of nationalism. But Mr. Wazed Ali’s 
id-'ol has its difficulties in the way as tho history of the last two 

and hall years has indicated so pointedly. The integrity of 

tho language which we know to-day as Bengaloo is not accepted by a 
powerful section of t;ho educated Muslims ; they rcsont the Hindu ideas and 
imageries that aro almndaut in that language to-day, and it is no 

longer possible to ignore tho fact that an organised attempt is being 

made by thorn to do-Hiudtuso, or to put it in anotlior way, to Islamise 
tho language of Bengal, Here is a conflict which Mr. Wazed Ali did 
not make any attempt to reconcile. In ©very province and area the 
Hindu and the kluslim have boon wrangling over this question of 
language, of scri))b, endangering the ideal which has boon placed 
before the country as a solvent of tho conflicts and comxietitions that 
divide India to-da;-. Except in Bengal, in the Punjab, in tho North-w’est 
Frontier I’rovince, in Sind where tho Muslims aro the majority popula¬ 
tion and aro sure of their position, tho Muslims will be the first to 
refuse to aooexit this ideal of Linguistic Nationalism. Among political 
idealists in the Muslim community, there aro other ideas and ambi¬ 
tions which Mr. Wazed Ali has taken no notice of. We have in 
previous volumes doall; with certain of these—the Pakistan Movement, 
tho Federation cf ('ulturos sketched by ^ Dr. Abdul Lateef which 
was to consist of "Hindu Zones” and “Muslim Zones", requiring 
vast transfers of iiopulation from one region of the country to 
another. 

Tho lulumic Oidture of Hyderabad (Docoan), a Quarterly Journal 
Commnnal Division jiublishcd under the auspices of the thought-loaders of 

of India iho Nizam State headed by Sir Akbar Hydari, in its 

"Cidtural Activili.:8” Section in a rocent issuo speaks of seven schemes 
outlined by Muslim thinkers and public men. These are s 

Sir Sikmidor ITayat’s Bclioiiie, the Pakisbin I’lan, tho Quinqiwpartito Scheme 
of Iho Nawab ol Mauiot, tlie Pakistan Caliphate, Dr. Latifi’s Cultural Future of 
of India, tho Scheme of Muslim Federation and the Eastern Afghanistan 
Scheme. 



66 


THE INDIAN ANNUAL EEGISTEK 


[ JANUARY ’39— 


Tho first schema was published ia tho Indian Press on tho 30th 
of July, 1939, and it must await discussion and criticism 
in the noxt volume of the Anmial liegister. The 
^ others or certain of them wo quote below from a 

summary published in the pages of tho Islamic Culture as “cultural 
activities” : 

“The Punjab Muslim students dream of a Pakistan Caliphate in the North, 
Monlana Abdul Wadood of the Jamint Ulema, Barliad enviaoKcs an independent 
Muslim State to be called Kastern Afghanisbui. The pro)iORcd Pakistan Caliphate 
is to comprise not only Sind, Baluchistan, tho North-West Frontier Province, 
Kashmir and the Punjab, as included in tlic original Pakistan Scheme but also em¬ 
braces in its fold parts of tho United Provinces, and the Central Provinces and 
Bcrar running along with tho Ganges right up to Bengal and Assam. Both the 
schemes aim at cstiiblishing an exclusively Muslim State in Northern India. The 
rest of India is described as Oo:Vs Country. The Muslim Students’ Fetleration which 
has pro|K>undod the Scheme of I'akisian Caliphate claims tho birth-right of Mus¬ 
lims in North India as their homelands, and in other words, means exclusive rights 
of Muslims where they ])rcdominate. The proposed Muslim State, according to its 
authors, will bo ruled by a spiritual dictator who will bo the shadow of God on 

earth.in accordance with the injunctions of the Holy Quran. The scheme has 

idready found support among the tribes—Mohraands, Afridis, Waxiris, and various 
tribal areas.” 

The direction of theso ambitions aro unmistakable ; speaking meta- 
phorioally those explode ideals like those i>reachod by Mr. Wazed Ali. 

Those are not new ambitions at all, as readers of 
ai^UMs—their Wilfrid Scawon Blunt’s hook—India Under liipon, pub- 

motive power lishod in 1909—can easily understand. Tbo book embo¬ 

died Blunt's diary of his tour through India in 1883. 
Ambitions like these burned dim in Muslim hearts in those days, and 
have leapt into view today. The dream of recovering tho reins of 
authority in tho State in India which had slipped from Muslim hands are 
in tho consciousness of many Muslims, modern-educated Muslims, reali¬ 
ties of today, within the grasp of resolute men. It would be foolish for 
Indian public men and publicists to shut their eyes to the sinister 
possibilities of the schemes of federations outUned by Muslim thinkers 
and public men. Theso have revived ambitions, provoked partioularistio 
conceits, and stimulated aggressive activities that would result in 
breaking up the unity and integrity that have been India’s from beyond 
recorded time. Beformers and reactionaries among tho leaders of the 
Muslim community in India appear to he helpless instruments in the 
hands of forces that are almost elomoutal in their sweep and violence. 
These ambitions and activities have called forth answering ambitions 
and activities in tho Hindu community represented by the Hindu Mahasabba 
Movement. 

There appears to be no possibility of reconciling those ambitions. The 
Indian National Congress which has boon trying to stand between those, 
absorbing the force of their clash, trying to act as a 

hop^of mediator, have so far failed in its attempts. And tho 

nnU y Bcono is darkened by clouds of communal bitterness, of 

misunderstanding, which show no signs of dispersing. 
Men of good-will both among Hindus and Muslims appear to be getting 
sick of theso bickerings, to be retiring from tho leadership of their 
communities and leaving the field to ambitious people who have forgotten 
that in the modem world the cement of social life is not supplied by 
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religions beliefs and practices, that in countries where men and women 
professing different religions have been living for centuries they cannot 
afford to bo ovor punctilious with regard to the observance of their 
particular ceremonials, that fanaticism in respect of them is not only a 
crime, it is a sin against the spirit of all religious life. We can only 
live in the hope ihat this is a passing phase, that the awakening that 
characterises the life of the communities will be diverted to activities 
that will servo the common interests of all. But today, as Sri Cbakravarti 
Kajdgopalachari, Premier of Madras, said, “no man could speak on these 
subjects without feeling a sense of despair and sadness.” Withal we 
are uphold by the hope and aspiration given expression to by the same 
Congi’oss leader on the occasion of tho celebrations of the birth and death 
of the Prophet of Islam organised by a Muslim Association of Madras on 
May 21. 1939 ; 

“Pcuple of India vrcrc often told Uiat they bad many religions, many languages 
and many enstoms. and were, tliercforc, an unfortunate people on tho whole. But 
it might not be so in truth. It might lie that there was a great ambition also to 
be aiduovcd, and that in tho midst of all Uic vai’iety, ihev might see the uiiirersal 
truth and the beauty of life. 'J1iat, if attained, would bo a great thing. A very 
highly civilised people realising the unity of all religions was a great ambition which 
they had still before tlicm and for which Uioy should work hard and with pleasure. 
All the troubles might pcrb»|.<a lie leading towards tho fulfilment of a great and 
uiiuinc glory in their own country.” 

Prophots and s tints in India have been through tho centuries and 
milloniunia of her history trying to build up a composite life out of 
tho varieties of religious experiences and tho intuitions of the spiritual 
roahn assembled in India from all quarters of the globe. Tho per* 
coiiLion and realisation of tho unity that pervades creation has been 
0110 of tlio gifts of Hindu culture to tho storo^house of world wisdom 
and spirituality. And tho ambition rotcired to by the Madras Pi'emior 
iiiigbt not bo as fur-fetebod as it appears to-day when India is being 
rocked on the stresses and strains of communal and sectarian suspi¬ 
cions, fears and ambitions. 


Indians in 
Soiilli Africa 


Wo have soon how Indians are not able to present a "united front” 
to accuro freedom in their own homo-land. Mon and women who are organis¬ 
ed in llio Indian NatioJi.il Congross have been found divided 
in counsel, divided in action. The organisation of the 
“Tho Porward Bloc” under the leadership of Sri Subhas 
Chandra Basu is an evidence of this division. Wo 
have discussed tho ideological back-ground of Muslim separatism in tho 
country. Divided on so many points in their own homeland, it is no 
wonder that Indians abroad should have had their solf-rospcct insulted 
and their interests damaged in various parts of tho world, near and 
far. During tho six months the events during which form tho subject 
of discussion in the present volume of tho liulian Annual Register, 
Bunna, Coylon, South Africa and tho islands in tho New World, Jamaica 
and Trinidad, liavo shown that tho Indians whose labour has made the 
wealth of those countri.es have become unwolcomo to them. In Burma 
Indian lives and projicrties have sufferwl loss ; in Ceylon daily-paid 
Indian employoos in Govomment departments, about 10,000 of them, 
have boon served with notice that thoir services were no longer re- 
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quired, and an organised attempt is being made to drive Indians from 
the trades and services in the island. In South Africa the ruling 
classes, one-fifth of the total population of the country, smitten by the 
conceit of -white colour, have doclaro<l that the two lakhs of Indians, 
one-fiftieth of the population, shall' either leave the country or 
shall live in the country as a population of an inferior breed, accept¬ 
ing the badge of this inferiority. For forty years and more the 
administration of the country, run by Boers and Britons, the former more 
arrogantly, have been trying through processes of law to reduce Indians 
to this position of helotry. In the Union Parliament, in its House 
of Assembly, was being discussed the Asiatics (Transvaal) Land and 
Trading Bill in course of wliich speeches were made that revealed the 
mind of the ruling classes. Dr. Malan, leader of the Nationalist Party, 
gave expression to the unalterable aim of the ruling classes to segre¬ 
gate the Indians ; the United Party, the Party of the then Government, 
entertained this idea as strongly as the cent per cent racialists re¬ 
presented by Dr. Malan’s Party. One of the items in the programme 
of the United Party was the following;— 

“......the protection of the European population as well as the coloured and 

the natives against Asiatic immigration or competition, with recognition and 
maintenance of the existing lights of Asiatics born in the Union or legally 
resident there.” 

The Bill under notice required that Indians must agree to live in 
lands separate from others, that they must not be allowed to acquire 
lands in “European quarters”, that they must ply their trades in non* 
Eiuropean quarters. Mr. Hofmeyr, ono of the two or three members who 
stood by Indians in their fight for self-respect and life, said that this 
“segregation by legislative compulsion”—there has been social and 
economic segregation all the time—would mean “the economic strangulation 
of Indians,” their extinction in the country, a consummation desired by 
the vast majority of the ruling classes. Mr. Hofmeyr also said that 
such an enactment would drive the Indians to join the “Non-European 
Front” that was being organised all over South Africa. 

The threat of this law brought Swami Bhawani Dayal, President 
of the Natal Indian Congress, to India with a view to enlighten the 
Government and the people of India of the condition of 
‘‘nniumi^nn «nd things under which the two lakhs of Indians—men, 

rei^Bslon” women and children—have been living. Ho addressed 

public meetings, saw the leaders of public opinion and 
public life in the country, interviewed Sir Jagadis Prasad and Sir Girija 
Shankar Bajpai, Member and Secretary in charge of the Overseas Depart¬ 
ment under the Government of India. After more than two months of 
this work of education and enlightenment, he was constrained by 
developments in South Africa, by the discussions in the South African 
Union Legislature of the Bill referred to above, to address “An Open 
Letter” to His Excellency the Governor-General of India, drawing 
attention to the disabilities of Indians, of South African Indians, 80 per 
cent of them born in the Union, and knowing no fatherland or motherland 
for themselves except this strip of territory within the embrace of the 
Indian and Atlantic oceans. The letter was dated the 5th of June, 




— JtJNK ’39 ] INDIA IN HOME POLITY 69 

1939, and addressed from Bombay. It gave in a few hundred words the 
history of the life of Indian residents in South Africa during a period 
of seventy to eighty years. It is a story of “oppression and repression, 
breaches of assurances and pledges’", to quote the words used in the 
letter. The first batch of Indians to go to this region appear to be 
Tamilians and other South Indian peoples. They were sent to Natal 
to labour in the sugar plantations started by white capitalists. People 
from Gujarat, from the United Provinces and Bihar followed their foot-steps. 
The number of these comparatively free-men was augmented by the 
labourers as and when their period of agreement service ended. These men 
floated into many a trade in a small way, as hawkers, and as day 
labourers. The tale of their woe began at this time, about 1885. A 
hue and cry was raised by the Boer and the Briton, raised on their 
behalf, that the Indians were and would be wresting the livelihood 
of the white people by encroaching on the occupations and trades that 
supplied it to them. Stories of Indian “invasion”, of Indian “pene¬ 
tration”, of “the White civilisation” placed “in danger”, were circulated 
and received with credence. These fears and apprehensions were sought 
to be removed by the Gandhi-Smuts Pact of 1914 ending the Passive 
Eesistance Movement which had tested the new technique developed 
by Mahatma Gandhi in fighting social and political wrongs. This Pact 
or Agreement was confirmed by the acceptance on behalf of India of 
the Eeciprocity Eesolution of 1917 of the Imperial War Conference 
which was further elaborated in 1918, 1921 and 1923 recognising the 
right of the Dominions and of India—for the purposes of these 

agreements India was accepted as a Dominion—to control the com¬ 

position of their own population. By the 1914 Agreement it was agreed 
that there would be no more emigration from India to South Africa. 
This was agreed to with a view to rid the minds of the whites in 
South Africa of the fear that the country would be flooded by unres¬ 
tricted emigration from India. This agreement carried the implication 
that the resident Indian population, the domiciled and South-Africa-born 
Indian population, would be enabled to live and work as South Africans, 
would be enabled to rise to the standard of Western civilisation. The 
Cape Town Agreement of 1927 accepted on behalf of the then South 

African Government this duty of raising the standard of life of 

Indians in the Dominion, of helping them to assimilate themselves to 
the economic life of the country, the duty of discouraging any discriminating 
treatment against them. But these assurances, pledges and agreements 
have been treated by the ruling classes of the country as so many “scraps 
of paper ” These have not brought any change in the behaviour of the 
whites. Swami Bhawani Dayal quoted in support of this unchanged 
mind a few words of the present Prime Minister of the Union, General 
Hertzog, uttered “not long ago”, that “after all is said and done, we 
want to get rid of Indians as far as possible.” The Asiatic Land and 
Trading Bill introduced and being discussed in the Union Parliament is 
an indication of this determination. And confronted by this danger, an 
increasing number of Indians have been asking themselves, as the Et. 
non'ble Srinivas Sastri once asked the late Lord Haldane : "...where 
do we stand in the Commonwealth V Is there no hope for us ?” 

Lord Haldane had replied : “No.. by no means. God forbid 

this ; ...” 
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Experiences inside and outside India should have killed this "hope." 
But they have not done so. Swami Bhawani Dayal’s “Open Letter” is 
K n lit I ® proof of this. So is the resolution passed at a meeting 
Stet/and Chnr^ All-India Congress Committee held at Bombay 

la S. AWca in tiifl last week of June, 1939. The Bill in the South 
African Union Legislature precipitated an agitation 
amongst Indians in that country. Naturally they looked to the homeland 
of their fathers and mothers for help and guidance ; specially to Mahatma 
Gandhi were their eyes turned in this now crisis in their community’s 
life. For, it was in South Africa that was begun the kind&i’garten 
training in Satijayraha, in non-violent civil disobedience on a mass scale, 
that has been Gandhiji’s contribution to the development of political 
theory and practice in the modern world. The leaders of South African 
Indians were agreed that if the Bill became law, and if it was set in 
motion, they would adopt the instrument chiselled by Gandhiji to llgbt 
this wrong. But there appears to have developed differences of opinion 
among them with regard to the method of using it, with regard to the 
organisation that should organise and lead this fight. A section of them 
contended that as the Bill was directed against Indians specially, the 
organisation of the fight should be confined to Indians alone. Another 
section, the younger section, the smaller section, contended. that this 
anti-Indian Bill was an expression of the perennial policy of the white 
rulers of the country, the ^licy that has boon described by the philoso¬ 
pher-statesman of the Union, General Smuts : 

*Iu South Africa we cannot afford to civc coloured peoples the same 
footing as the whites. Our equality is based fundumentally on the doctrine 

that in Church and State between white and coloured peoples there can be 
no equality.” 

Another South African politician, Mr. Huggins, Prime Minister of 
South Rhodesia, gave a more colourful description of the condition of 
things in the whole of the sub-continent. The European community 
was “an island in a sea of black” ; artisans and tradesmen formed 
the shores, and the professional classes the highlands. If there 
should bo an erosion of the shores by the natives, they would 

gradually take to the highlands ; this would destroy European civili¬ 
sation in South Africa. Tho only safety of the white, of the white 
man's mission in Africa was, thiM-eforo, complete segregation, the 

natives being allowed to come into the white “reserves” only as 

helpers and not as competitors. 

Tho Asiatic Land and Trading Bill is an oxiircssion of this idea, an 
instrument for making permanent as far as human ingenuity could do so, 
this policy. As such, this section of Indian loaders 
^ Pr^^^**** contended that the Bill should bo fought with the help 

tnevitable *<^’0 other coloured peoples who were victims of tlie 

same iwlicy. Tho whites in South Africa, who formed 
the ruling classes, wore a little over 20 lakhs in tho country ; the 
Bantus and Negroes wore more than 65 lakhs ; tho peoplo technically 
known as "oolourod”, tho products of wbite-and-black alliances, wero 
about 10 lakhs ; others were about 5 laklis of whom Indians wero loss than 
2 lakhs. This division in the social strata has made it possible, made 
it necessary, that all non-white iicoplos should combine and fight the 
evil that is represented by the existing monopoly of State-power 
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by tho wliitDS. Tlie foelin,'; of tliis iKWiiibility, tlio approciation of 
this tiocessity, liis Iwon sjrviwin:; aaionj' wiilor sections of the non- 
whito peoples. 'J.’o iho growth of this winseiousnojss was due the 
organisation of the “Nou-Whito Front" to which Mr. Ilofrneyr had referred 
and which lias ooen tpioted in a panigr:t|>li above. The loaders of the 
non-Wliito peoples other than Indians have lieon expecting that the 
Indiana would join thiun in a coininon iiglit ; they have been olToring 
help in tho hnpeiidin,; figlit in wliioh ludian.s would be ongagod if the 
Bill W!i8 piHS'.id ani; tho law was cnfoivcil. A soction of tho Indian 
community in hcnith Afri(;a was in favour of accepting this help ; and it 
was roiiortod that .‘in ..irgaiiisni.ion of theirs was ropriisontod by delegates 
wbon about-lu o •gaiiisatioiis of tho iion-whito pt^oph^s of South Africa 
asscuihlod at a ineetit.g U) found ttio ‘‘Non-J'luropeau L'ront.” 


This a'sp.'ct of t'lo prohlen;, tho altitiide that tho general body of 
Indians should :.doit towards the light of their non-whito neighbours, 
hocamo a siihjoct of distriission in India at about this 
CoHgreng*«Ha” tim). At tho nioeting of tho All-India Congress 

approves ot it Cotiimitteo lieM in tho last week of Juno, 1939, it 

came in foi- dcl o.io and <liseii6sicn. Tho ollicial draft, 
tho draft put oi: behalf of tho Working Oommittoo, of the resolution on 
tho situation in South Africa, was roportod to Imvo been made by 
Mahatma Gandli . .It contained words that oxprossed tho hope that 
“thoro will ho to dissonsions among them (Indians) in South Africa 
and that they ^/ill iwosont a United .L'’rout.” Tho resolution was 
amended by tho alditiou of tho words : 

“And co-opentn ^ ivitli thi! itiliahit.ant.s of Soulh Africa in opposing the 
segregation i>olieies .vliich arc lUrctcd :igaiiist all noii-llurO|.>eiui races.” 

Tho mover o' tho resolution, I’undit Jawaharlal Nohru, accopted 
this amondniont, and it was passed in this form. Thon occurred a 
curious ovont, t tho ond of that day’s jwocoodings, Pundit Jawaharlal 
Nehru askod tin? p.jrmission of llio All-India Congress Committee to 
recall that rosolation; and ))<Tmission l«!iiig given the resolution in 
its original form was plaewl heforo tho meeting and passed by a majority 
of votes. Tliis pi’oicdui'o was ailoptod with a view lo meet the 
objections of Gardhiji and fAbers in loiuh with the situation in 
South Africa who thought that tho participalion of Indians in the 
common iigliD acainst the raeiiil policy of tho ruling classes of the 
country, as propasoci and desired in tho words used in amending 
Gandhiji's draft, “night result in mlverso reaction in South Africa”, 
might “hinder” (ho eauso of Indians in that country. It may be con" 
coded that Gandliiji's draft would not ii ritato tlio nerves of the ruling 
elassos of South Africa, that it might secnro tho Indians living there 
somo temporary relief, though wo have our doubts in tho matter con¬ 
sidering the original injustice of tho whole ixilicy of tho South African 
Govornment. An analysis of tho resolution would show that it desirod 
Indians in South Africa to kix.p tlioinselvos at a distance from the 
fight that the native Africans liavo Iwcn waging for their human rights, 
for their rights of citizenship in their own homeland of which they 
have been kept dtipii\ ed by the wliito rulers of the country ; the resolu¬ 
tion with tho history attached to it, the history of tho amendment 
and of its recall and rejection, leaves tho impression in tho mind that 
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the loaders of public opinion in India desired that the descendants of 
their countrymen resident in South Africa should lead a separate life, 
separate from the life of the majority of the people in the country ; 
that to secure the integrity of this separate life they should make their 
peace with injustice and show their disinclination to throw thdr little 
weight on the side of the original inhabitants of the country, 
as the majority of the population of the country, rightly 
struggling to be free, to regain their rights as hmnan beings, 
members of a modem State. Hhe resolution exposed the position 
of Indians in South Africa as that of interlopers who were not pre¬ 
pared to co-operate in re-establishing the reign of law and justice in 
the country, who wore anxious to consult the conveniences of the 
present regime in maintaining its present arrangements, social, economic 
and politicaL Tliis may appear to be a paying proposition to-day. 
But when the Bantu and the Negro came by their own, as they 
will surely, helped thereto by tho forces of historic developments, 
what will be the position of Indians in South Africa ? The organi¬ 
sation of tho "Non-European Eront" is a mile-stono in this process. 
We are not sure that the All-India Congress Committee has been 
wise in ignoring this aspect of the question. 

This insult to Indian self-respect, this calculated attack on tho 
material interests of Indians, that havo been going on in many parts 
of tlio British Empire, and outside of it also, is inherent 
^borween lada relation that subsists between India and Britain, 

and And until and unless the twist in this relationship be 

straightened out, Indian self-respect will continue to bo 
hurt, the material interests of Indians, will continue to be damaged, 
and the Indo-British authorities will conUnuo to bo helpless in defending 
and protecting these. It may have been hoped that tho arrival 

of “provincial autonomy” will help to rosore confidence, will 
enable the provincial Ministries to influence the agents of the "external 
authority” to so behave and so act that the rankling sense of political 
subjection will find little occasion and opportunity to erupt into view. 
But there seems to be a provision in tho scheme of creation which 
refuses to accept such a via media of conciliation, which refuses to act 
as an anassthotie to political discontent. Tho “external authority” with 
nil the good will in tho world cannot fail to touch on tho raw the 
sensitivenass of tho subject population. Tho British representatives of 
tho Government during tho last two years that the Congress and 
Congress-Coalition and other Ministries havo boon functioning in the 
provinces, tho former in eight out of tho eleven provinces of India, havo 
on many an occasion gone out of their way to boar testimony to 
the success of their work, to their understanding of the limitations of 
their position, and to their spirit of accommodation. 


But the unnatural relatiou between the two countries is the breeding- 
ground of suspicions and distmst that cannot be sterilised. That this 
is so was proved by the Imperial Government undor- 
taking tho amendment of the Government of India 
autonomy Act (1935) which was an invasion on the little power 
with which tho Act had endowed the provincial 
governments in India. The Bill was' introduced in the first 
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week of April in the House of Lords by the Secretary of 
State for India, the Marquess of Zetland. The relevant amendment was 
numbered clause 4 in the Amending Bill ; by this it was proposed 
to incorporate a new Section numbered 126'A in the old Act securing 
to the Central Government of India “essential powers of direction and 
control’’ over the Provincial Governments when an emergency due to 
war was proclaimed by the Governor-General under Section 102 of 
the Act. This emergen sy power granted by Section 102 of the 1935 Act 
had been given to the Central Legislature elected on a wide popular fran¬ 
chise, whereas the now clause empowered an irresponsible Central 
Government with power to “give directions to a Province as to the manner 
which the oxocutiv.i autliority thereof is to bo exercised.’’ It ap¬ 
peared from the speech delivered by Lord Zetland in moving the second 
reading of the Bill on the 25th of April tliat tho amendments em¬ 
bodied in tho Bill were on his request to tho Governor-General 
submitted to the I'rovmcial Govevntnents “fur their comment” ; that 
tho “Ministries in thro) Provinces folt themselves unable to express 
any opinion”; tho Bengal Ministry received “special thanks” for tho 
“thoroughucss” with which they had dealt with the proposed amendments, 
and tho Punjab Ministry “lor tho spirit of cordial co-operation” with 
which they had met the request for assistance. The speech also 
revealed that the majority of tho Provincial Ministries had raised 
objections to the “invasion by tho Centre of the sphere of authority, 
conferred by tho Act on tho Provinces.” But considering the conditions 
of modern wars requiring for success in them certain measure of “unified 
control, not only of iiolicy but of its execution”, the confernment of the 
new powers on the Central Govornmont of India, powers not only of 
“superintonUenco” but of “direction and control”, bocamo necessary and 
justified. Indian opinion could not accept theso arguments. It fdt and 
expressed the fooling that tho British Government gave tangible proof 
by this amending Bill of their distrust of tho Provincial Governments 
in India, of their apprehension that theso Govornmouts would with¬ 
hold their co-oporation or obstmet war activities in India. This dis¬ 
trust and apprehension were inherent in the policy of ignoring Indian 
sentiment in any declaration of war of which India would be made 
a party without so much as asking for her leave. The Bill has thus helped 
to further irritate Indo-British relations. Totdinically it might have been 
right. But in international relations legal and technical correctitude 
does not play a helpful baud. 


Indo-Britisli 
Trade Agree¬ 
ment 


The same incompatibility became manifest in the debate 
in tho Central Assembly, tho lower house of the Central Legis¬ 
lature, raised on tho motion moved on the 27th of 
March by the Member for Commerce and Labour in 
Lord Linlithgow’s Govornmont, Sir Muhammad Zafrul- 
lah Khan, that tho Assembly approved "tho Trade 
Agreement signed on the 2Itb March, 1939, between His Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom and the Govornmont of India.” 
In course of the debate the topic of the unnatural relation that subsisted 
between India and Britain cropped up again and again ; the political 
dependence of tho former on the latter infiuonoed the arguments that could 
not be kept restricted to economic and financial considerations. A 
10 
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Muslim member of the Assembly, Sir Syed Beza Ali, deplored this 
trend in the discussion in the following words : 

“.I am afrtud the chances of a reiisonahle consideration of the merits of the 

trade agreement are considerably prejudiced by the existing position in which 
India hnds herself. India and England are not on equal looting, and, therefore, 
suspicions legitimately arise in tlio case of any settlement arrived at between these 
two countries. If India had achieved her political emancipation and an agreement 
somewhat on the lines on which the present has been drawn u)> came np for consi¬ 
deration before this House I am sure a very different treatment would be meted 
out to it from tliat which so far as 1 can see it lias received from tliis Uouse 
hitherto.” 

This unnatural relation was demonstrated by the procedure 
adopted in seeking the approval of the Central Assembly to the Agree¬ 
ment which came into force whether the Assembly approved it or not, 
making the debate an eye-wash, as clause 16 of the Agreement said 
that “ponding the coming into force of the present Agreement, 
the two Governments will apply its provisions as far as may 

bo i)Ossiblo." This Clause made Sir Muhammad Zafrullah’s motion 
and the debate following it a waste of time, a weariness of spirit. 

The motion of Sir Muhammad was saved from total rejection by the 

amendment moved on behalf of the European Group in the Assembly and 
accepted by the majority against the opposition of the Government 
that consideration of the motion be adjourned till the Simla ses¬ 
sion pending the report of the Committee of the Houso consisting 
of a majority of elected members. Many of the speeches of 

the Opposition members recognised that there were valualda con¬ 
cessions made to Indian interests in the Agreement which required a 
quid pro quo, one of which was the scaling down of import duties on 
Lancashire goods. Hut this particular concession to Lancashire came in 
for tho greatest opposition owing to the part played by Lancashire more 
than seventy-five years ago in using its political influence to throttle the 
Indian cotton mill industry, though today Lancashire’s trade with India 
was a pale shadow of its former monopoly in India. An estimate 
has it that twenty-five years back, before tho last Great War, Lancashire 
used to send to India textile goods measuring about 3,000 m illion 
yards ; last year it could hardly send more than 200 million yards. 
These figures are an evidence of India’s progressive march in the field 
of modem industrialism, as well as of Lancashire’s deterioration. 


Tho present is nob the occasion on which tho history of this progress 
may be indicated. It does not require much research into India’s 
financial and economic condition to become aware of 
thlnl^and struck by tho fact, that modem indus- 

iDdustrialisra trialism, of which Britain has been tho pioneer and 
loader in the world since tho latter half of tho eighteenth 
century till almost tho ond of the nineteenth, has disrupted tho econo¬ 
mic arrangements in our country, throwing an increasing number of men 
on agriculture as the only means of livelihood. India’s industries, worked 
in the homes of the people where men, women, and children could co¬ 
operate, wore all but destroyed. For throe quarters of a century leaders of 
Indian society were prepared to accept this disruption and debacle as 
in the natural order of things ; they did not find anything in modem 
industrial life, in its arrangements, in its division of labour and division of 
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wealtli, which could ho challenged from the standpoint of justioo, of human 
happiness, of social peace. The attempts of three generations of 
Indian economists, industrialists and social thinkers were inspired with 
the belief that modesm industrialism was one of the last and best words 
in human economy. They might have road of what Dickens, Carlyle, 
and Buskin had said and written in criticism and condemnation of the 
order of tilings brought into social life by modem industrialism. But 
these they read as literature without any social purpose and aim, as the 
expression of the revolt of super-sensitive souls against things as they 
wore in their times. The Swadeshi Movement that ran parallel to the 
Anti-Partition Agitation in Bengal and which spread over the whole 
of India in the first decade of tho present century, the stirrings of 
mind and intellect occasioned by these movements, first created doubts 
in our minds that society as organised under the impulse of modem 
indu.strialism might not possess all tho virtues that were claimed on 
its behalf, that many things of value in the material and spiritual 
world wore probably being sacrificed at tho altar of mechanical efficiency. 
These doubts were the first muttcrings of a new evaluation of human 
nature, of human needs. The Ilind Swnraj of Mahatma Gandhi may 
be said to be a representative of this school of thought. Since those 
days Gandhiji with his programme of the Charka and Khadi, of 
village indusfircs affiliated to tho political activities in India, has given 
a now direction to thoughts and activities in the economic and indus¬ 
trial fields in India. Ilis writings, their influence on concrete activi¬ 
ties both on tho part of tho Government and of the people, have become 
a touch-stone of economic thought and activities both on tho part of 
the Government and tho people. To tho modern-educated Indian, to 
the majority of thom, however, tho programmes associated with Gandhiji’s 
name, appear to bo a return to tho Middle Agos ; they cannot conceal 
their impationco with thom. 

The National Planning Coramittoo apiKiintod in 1938 on tho initiative 
of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu while ho was President of tho Indian 
National Congress, and which has Pundit Jawaharlal 
Noiiru as its Cliainnan, was acting under tho inspira- 

Oandbiji tion of men who wore not enthusiatic over tho economic 
plans and programmes that Gandhiji has initiated. Though 
the Indian National Congress has Gandhiji as its mentor and 
guide, we cannoB say that it has been able to enlist his support on 
the side of the Planning Committeo. Speculations in the Press hinted 
at an initial conflict between the Village Industries Association 
and tho National 1‘lanning Committeo. This became explicit to the 
public when tho correspondence between Gandhiji and Sri Subhas 
Chandra Basu was published in tho middlo of May, 1939. In a letter 
written by Gandhiji from Eajkot on the 10th of April, 1939, he drew 
attention to the fundamental differences that stood between him and 
Subhas Babu ; and how tho two of thom “honestly" saw the same 
thing differently and even drew opiiosite conclusions from the same 
promises. Ho invited Subhas Babu to ogroe to differ, and meet on 
the social, moral and municipal platforms as the same political platform 
could not accommodate them two; that has been demonstrated by 
what happened before and after Tripoli; and even on tho “economic" 
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platform differences bad been "discovered.” Subbas Babu understood 
tbe drift of this statement, and replying on tbe 13th of April he 
wrote as follows ; 

“You have despaired altogether of oar collaborating on the political and eco¬ 
nomic platforms. You have added the economic, probably because you disapproved 
of our idea of industrial jdanniiig for India cvfcv,thoiigh wo advocate encourage¬ 
ment of suitable cottage industries along with industrialisalion.” 

Gandhiji’s passive attitude, attitude of non-co-operation, towards 
tbe National Planning Committee did not, however, halt its activities. 

In the third week of June, 1939, a Note was circu- 
lated through the Press for the guidance of the 
Uplift various Sub-Committees that had been appointed to 

survey the whole of the social and economic life 
of India. The Note said that the fundamental aim to be kept in 
view was "to ensure an adequate standard of living for the Indian 
masses.’* It was recognised that "a really progressive standard of life 
will necessitate the increase of the national wealth live or six times.” 
But the Note was prepared to concede “for the present” that the 
minimum standard that could or should bo reached was “an increase 
of national wealth of between two or there times within the next 
ten years ” It, therefore, asked the various Sub-Committees to so plan 
out the scheme that “a ton-year limit for the accomplishment of the 
Plan” might be laid down. The Note hoped that the Sub-Coinrnittoos 
would be able to send their reports by the end of October, 1939. 
The various Provincial Governments have been co-operating in the 
work of this Committee, making monetary contributions towards its 
expenses. Among the Sub-Comiuittoos appointed was one concerned with 
the development of cottage industries. ACany ovganisations in the differ¬ 
ent provinces have boon working for tins purjxisc. T1 ey are affiliated 
to or supported by or indeiiendent of the Village Industries Association 
whose central research stations are at Wardha and Shegaon working 
under the eye of Mahatma Gandhi. Provincial Governments, tlio 
Central Government, have their own organisations which have boon 
trying to improve the economic condition of the villagers, to raise 
their standard of life by helping them to increase the volume of 
their agricultural output ; they have also been trying through improv¬ 
ed marketing arrangements to secure to agriculturists higher prices for 
their products. 

The observer of events in India has to take note of these construct¬ 
ive activities which have for their aim and ideal a reconstruetion of 


Indian life on ideas and plans that cannot afford to 
MiimuTi^lcs blinded by the glamour of modem industrialism, 

in India The village craftsman and the cultivator has his con¬ 
tribution to make towards the enrichment of India’s modem 
life. He cannot be ignored. Without his co-operation, heart-felt and 
intelligent, life cannot be made better in India. A recognition of this 
fact is at the back of all the activities that stir the village and 
the town in the country. In the process of readjustment that 
has been going on in India the masses have been relieved of many 
of their grievances as a result of the measures taken by the Governments, 
Central and Provincial; many of their rights have been recognised in 
law, and wait wider recognition in practice. The fixity of tenure of 
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the agriculturists has been recognised ; debt settlements through Con¬ 
ciliation Boards have been doing the twin work of destruction of 
rural credit and construction of it on foundations that may appear 
to be weak to-da^y. Through hopes and disappointments, inseparable 
from human endeavours, the wide-awake among the classes in 
India have been consciously working towards a new order of society; 
the masses not so hdly roused have been feeling their way towards 
the lands of promise. The former, confronted by a social break-down, have 
been wrangling among themselves with regard to the methods and 
ends of their strivings. The controversies among Congressmen, between 
Muslim and Hindu, between Hindu and Hindu, between Muslim and 
Muslim, discussed in previous volumes and pages, are evidences of a great 
turmoil in the thougiit-world of India. The masses under the leader¬ 
ship of men who belonged to the higher classes do not appear to 
have folly realised the inspiration and consequences of the activities 
they are engaged in. The British bureaucracy have been watclung 
developments, having lost the assurance of former times. This is the 
Indian scone as it is reflected in the various activities the end of 
which, for bettor or for worse, is the re-making of a new India. 


The controversies and conflicts in India that divide the classes 
and masses—what do they represent as a part of the process that 
has boon ro-making a now India ? They represent a 
dissatisfaction in tho heart of a society that 
app< ars to have stood immobile through tho centuries, 
that looked to Manu and Mahommod, to their days 
and to the philosopliies, liuilt up by tliem in response to tlio search for 
a now valuation of liuman thought and Imman practice needed by the 
necessities of their particular days. It is asserted that the modem times 
have created now ne<!OS8itioa that require<l now metljcnls and now social 
habits to meet tiieni, that tho ideologies indicated in the Manu Smriti 
or the Mumiva Dharvia —the religion of humanity—preached in it, 
and tliat embodied in the Quran, are inadequate for modem purposes, 
for the mind and the body of tho modem men and women. To the wide¬ 
awake among tho classes, to the products of tho modem universities 
established in India, the old concepts and ideologies and practices make no 
appeal; they feel that no self-respecting individual life, no well-balanced 
social life, could be built upon them—life that was free from exploita¬ 
tion, conscious and unconscious. For about three-quarters of a 
century, beginning with the age of Baja Bam Mohun Boy in eastern India, 
of Padoba Pandurang in western India, and ending with the years that 
saw almost tho whole world engaged in a competition for suicide, the 
years 1914-1918—^the leaders of the classes in India have been content 
to accept the leadembip of Europe, of the United States of America 
in every field of thought and activity. The world-war exposed for 
tho first time to their complacent eyes that the concepts on which their 
intellectual and social life had been reared up were not valid for the 
neods and demands of modem men and women. An interpreter of 
European life, Peter P. Dmcker, bom in Vienna, in his book —The End of 
Economic Man, first publish^ in May, 1939—put the discontents and 
dissatisfactions in tho western world to a break-down of the moulds of 
social and economic life as it has been funotioning since the Beformation, 
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Bince the rise of industrialism. He appeared to suggest that the 
European men and women were in despair with the com^dexity and 
terror of the unemployment problem, with the growing cruelty of 
the war scare; in this despair they have turned for relief to the non¬ 
economic concepts incarnated in CommuniKin, in Fascism and Nazism. 
Without accepting the validity of this intori'.retation, without affiliating 
the discontents and dissatisfactions in our own country to these non- 
Indian inspirations and institutions, one can still fool that the controversies 
taken note of in the present study grow out of the hrcak-down in social 
life as it alTeots the educated, the modern-educated, classes of India. The 
ancient oracles of their own country have no message for them ; the 
oracles from outside their counti'y speak in so many voices that they 
are not sure which one should they hearken to and follow. Gandhiji 
has for the last twenty years been holding up an ideal of conduct that 
the educated classes find it difficult to accept without mental reservations. 
Younger men such as Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru and Sri Suhhas Chandra 
Basu seek and find inspiration in Socialism or Communism or variants 
of these ; the latter hopes that under the Indian sky “a synthesis of Com¬ 
munism and Fascism" may l;e a part of the “next phase in world-history.” 
The masses in India cannot bo said to bo conscious of the total bankruptcy 
of their social values. Under the guidance of men like Swami Sahajananda 
Saraswati they may be dreaming of a Kimn Jtnj ; under the guidance 
of communalist loaders, Hindu and Muslim, there is danger of their 
ranging themselves under the ochre-coloured Swastika fiag of militant 
Hinduism and under tho greon-colourod Crescent flag of militant Islam. 
The appeal of Indian Nation.alism is being diveitcd to other channels ; 
tho appeal to the “Economic Man" may not reach the consciousness of 
men and women whom non-economic concepts have moulded. These 
are the imporson.al forces that have been forging ahead to re-make India. 
No student of Indian history as it is evolving before his eyes, can remain 
unaffected by them, or bo unconscious of their growing strength, of 
their threat to the unity and integrity of the country. He cannot watch 
these without being moved by fears and )i()i) 08 , deijressed more by the 
former than hold up by tho latter .—{Spevially contritmfecl Ity Sri Suresh 
Chandra Dev.) 
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The Council of State 

Budget Session—New Delhi~23rd. January to 18lh. April 1939 

The Conneil of Bfatc sosmon, which ojtcncd at New Delhi on the ZSrd. Jannaiy 
1930, was the first ltu<l{|;ct session of that Uoiise to l)c hdd in advance of the Asaeui* 
bly nml had a 8))ecial iiiiyiortance in connection with the (.lovcrnincnt of India’s 
forthcoming llnilgct. the last that Bir .Tames (irigg V’'’‘’scntcd. 

As a revising chamher, the (Council ordinarily Itegins its sittings some time 
after the Assembly meets and sends up Hills and other hnsincsscs. This time, 
hon'cver, some amount of ini)K>rtant legislation, already awaited its attention, notably 
the Motor Vehicles Hill, which was placed on the table at Binila and ha«l since theti 
l)ecn “lying in state”, and the Income-Tax Bill passiHl by the Assembly at ita 
special session in November I'lie Upper Iloust^ was c-M'oettw to make all jiossible 
haste witJi the Income-Tax Hill so as to enable the Finance Member to fix the 
imM)m_o-tax rates under the newly adopted “slab system” and incorporate them in 
the Finance Hill. The Wheat Hill, which imposcHl an imjiort duty of Ks. 1-8 yicr 
cwt. on im|H»rted wheal, also awaited its passage through the C'otiinriL 
irA/AItlBAOli TkAIS IhSASTEK 

Mr. /*. N. Snjiru iukI Mr. ffnssaiu Jmam attempted to move an adjournment 
molJoii to discuss the Uniinribagh railway disaster. Bir (Juthrie RussHl, Chief 
Commissioner for Hallways, saiu that he would be in a yosilion to make a full 
statement on the a<ciilcnt a day or two later and he suggested that (he luoliun 
might Ite dcj'erre<l till th<>n. After some <Us<-nssion the movers agreed, and the 
FresiUent, ,Sir Mat-eckji Uadahhop, fixed J p. m. on Friilay for a debate. 

M«»tou Vi:iin'i,Ks lUt,r, 

Mr, <<?. Riip, i^ecrelary for the Commnnicali<ms' DopnrDncnt, next moved that the 
Motor VeUicU's Hill, as (lusscsl by the Assembly, l)c taken into consideraliuu. 
Mr. Hoy ti'ac<;d the history of the Bill and siiid that at every stage in the 
process of its evolution, the Cloveniinenf wert; guided by the advice not of rail¬ 
way interests but. mainly of pnwinees through the Transport Advisory Conneil. 
Mr. Hoy proeiHxled to analyse the provisions and exjdain llte changes made in 
the original Hill by the Tx^islative Assembly, lie reterred to an ameiuhnont by 
which power of ohjetUion to the grant of licence was limited to suppliers of ixwil 
transport only and was taken away from railways and inland water transport. 
'I'he other ameiulnicnt related to compulsory insnrunce, tlie ojieration of which 
would be deferrcil lill .Inly I lOlil. liilercsting figures of insui’ance premium were 
gimi to the Council by Mr. Hoy. lie said that ns far as Hicy were able to 
uMcerlaiu, the aiiunal premiums likely to lie mH-ussary for the limits of iusiiranee 
now speeiflcil in the I’ill would approximately be as follows: IMvate motor ear: 
Hs. <0-8. Taxi-cab: Bs. lU). A A) WMitcr bus: Hs, 18it-8. Goods lorry: Under ii 
Ions Hs. 70-8; o\ev2 tons Hs. 83-8, In conclusion, Mr. Hoy said that he believed 
that the Bill, if iiro|Mrly worked, wonld bring motor trans|X>rt under reasonable 
control, prevent Inc ine of overloaded or unsafe vehicles, sccin'c better driving 
and eliminate tlie habitually clangeroiis drivers. The Hill iiud been framed to meet 
u real public, need. 

WitUAT Duty Htw, 

seth. .TANUARY : -The house jiassed wllhont division and without any amend¬ 
ment to-day the Wlteat Duty Hill as passoil by the Ixigislalivc Assembly imposing an 
import duty of Hs. 1-8 iter ewt on foreign whciil, Mr. N. H. I’itlny, .Toiiit 
Btvrclary, Cominerec Department, moving etinshleratioa of the Bill, onllined the 
liislory of the ineasnre and saitl tliat the duly on wheat, which had been abo- 
lisbeil in 1037 had to be reimposwl last NovemW, Ixx'ausc the eondilions prevail¬ 
ing in l‘J3i;-;10 had re-einergiHl on m-count of a bumper world crop of wheat and 
low prices. Mr. R. II. Purker moved an amendment seeking to exempt from Uie 
duty consignments of wheat or fionr entered inwards at the port of landing in 
British India bclore 31si. DecemlHU'. Mr. //. O. Stokes, Mr. Kalikkar, and 



80 THE COUNCIL OF STATE [ KtEW~DEMn- 

Mr. B, N. Mahatta, supported tJie mnendment, while Sir A, P. Patro opposed 
it. Mr. Pantulu, on behalf of Uio Coiigrcss group, stated that they would remain 
neutral. 

Tncome-Tax Amendment Biij. 

Mr. Ckamhera next movhig tlic Tiicomc-tnx Amendment Bill gave a general ex¬ 
planation of the luwisions of the Hill. Iteferring to the provisions to cheek 
what has been termed as l<^al avoitknees by assessccs, he admitted some of 
these iw complex, but he argued that if it caused headache to the tax-dodger and 
his advisers, nobody need be worried. Another object of the Bill he said was to 
make die tax system more equitable. This was achieved by a change from the 
step system to the slab system. Explaining the difference between the two systems, 
he pointed out that under the change cffctdcd about five-sixth of the assessecs 
from the lower ranine would be paying less while about one-sixth of the upjxsr 
range would be pa^ng more. The next important change was in tlie. machinery 
for assessment and collection. The present Bill, he said, divided the assistant 
commissioners into groups, according to the functions entrusted to them, namely, 
llic a])pellate and executive fuiK^tions. All these improvements, he claimed, would 
not only bring relief to the (ax-iiayers but also result in oblaiiiing more revcjiue 
which would be distrilnital to the provinces. Mr. Chambers then explained Uie 
priiiciiml changes cffecttcd in the Assembly and claimed that the Bill rmiresented 
vast improvement in the existing law amt machinery mul that it should furnish 
a foundation to tlic system which should l>c us go<xf as in any other country. 

27th. JANUARYThe (.Wncil Uslay resumal the discussion on the motion for 
the conaideraliuu of the Income-tax BUI. Sir David l)evatio«$, suprorting the motion, 
felt tliat the assessment of the income of the wife in a place like Muluhar woubl 
lead to considerable hardship, I'articularly because, according to their law of inheritance, 
it was not the sons of the wife but those of the sietcr of her Inisbaml, who inherited. 
He also objected to ta.xing the iiieome. of States’ subjects, resident in Britisli India, 
and the agricultural income from Burma. The hon. Mr. P. N, Saprti announced that 
the Bill generally met with his approval. A)Hivt from the fact that it stiffeniHl the 
rigour of law for the tax-dodger the Bill by providing lulditionnl funds wonhl be 
able to strengthen the demcxratic maiJiiiiery of the proiinces. He favoured the 
accrual basis of assessment but not the pro|K>sal to give allowances for wife and 
children. Mr. tfosaain Imam stated that he waiUctt the jtrovision for double income- 
tax relief to be deleted. Mr. Imam poiuttxl out that lliosc concessions were gmntctl 
not by Iiiiliaiis but by their guardians. He thci-efom wanted that all such concessions 
should be withdrawn. Mr. Chumlma, replying to the debate, rclcrrcd to the criticism 
that the bill was a tax-gatherer’s Bill and said that the Income-tax Bill must necessarily 
bo 80 but he pointed out that there were also many provisions which were for the 
beneiit of the assesscc. Turning to the argument regarding the nggri^ration income 
of husband and wife, Mr. t^bnmhcrs ]ointcd out that iinder the Bill as it stiHid 
now, only iho income of the wife from the assets transferred to her by her husband 
would be alfecdcd. On the arguments ailvnncctl vcganliug 1he_ agricultural 
incomes from Btat.cs, Mr. Chambers pointed out that at present, such incomes weie 
susscssed wben brouglit into British India, while the Bill projiosed to tax it 
irrespective of whether it was brought into British India or not. The House then 
passed the first muling of the Bill. 

Haxakiuaoh Train Disaster (contd.) 

The mljournment motion moved by Ihe hon. Mr. P. N. Sapru and supporlcd by 
Byed Hussain Imam of Bihar over Hamibagh disaster was next dis)K)sed of in less than 
nil hour after Bir Guthrie Russell's statement which np).raicd to satisfy the House. 
Hir Outhrie, diict commissioner of railways, informed that he had received Ihe final 
report of the senior Oovernmeut insiioctor of Itailwuys only this morning, through a 
special messenger. T understand from impiirics that it is a document ot CO foolscaj) 
pages and refers to many points of iletail. ITic Eailway Boanl will examine this 
document before iloculiiig ujion die nature of the inqiiiry to lie instituted into the 
disaster. The need for an inquiry has Ikcii stressed by the tiovenimont of Behav 
ill a telegram to the Oovernment of India, which Sir Guthrie read out. Q’his plea 
was based uikmi a resolution passed in the Bchar Assembly on Jan. 19. A cony 
of the debate on this resolution, 1 understand, has liccn not yet receivcfl from the 
Bihar Government by the Railway Bcaird. But it is lieing sent for’. Both Mr. 

H. Sarpu and Mr. Hussain Jmarn said that, the iiupiiry sliould be judicial and 
impaitiai, just as the Bihta inquiry was held by Justice Thom and which Mr. Sapni 
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r(»ijilcmled had crcalcfl sam« fonlidciico in the niiinl of the Iravelliu); jnihlic. 
Althoii!;h it WiW lechiik-ivlly a censure motion, Mr. Haijru’s sjiew^h wan couched in 
a very moderate tone and there was no spirit of censorious criticism. Ihit Mr. 
Huniiain Imam, who had visited the scene of oci'urreiice, wfiieh he described as a 
(ioil-forsakcn place, inqiiiroil wluit {Kisitivc efforts were l)ein« made to prevent 
such disasters in hilure. .Vs re)!:ards the cause of the aceidejtt of llaz!iribii 45 h, 
Lula Ramsarau Duk, leader of the IVoKrcssive Party, whose letter was read out 
by Mr. R, Harpu, had i-cferrod to the several rumours prevalent in Bihar 
and Mr. tlansain Jmam was critical of the fiu*t tliat the engine of the train 
wtually passed while oidy the coaches were derailed and caught lire. 8ir Outhrui 
liusmUl, nowever, was more than esmvinced that it was a clear case of saliotage 
and went into an oxhaiistivc tlctail of the <-onditioii of the railway track at the 
particular pbno. Ho dismissed the theory «>f some aggrioval Railway servants being 
at tile root of the trouble, by relating what the general manager of the East I ndian 
Uailway liad told him ipiile recently, in Uellii, namely, that no reduction htul 
been made since IIL*!) on this Railway. 'I'he uiadling nature of the tragedy was 

revealed when iSir (Jiillirie, in answer to a loinieij question by Mr. Hussain 

Imam, infornieil tliiit 21 ivrsoiis were killed and 71 ininred. 

That the I.TOvernincnt of India will give their earnest considcratiun to the 
riHptcst. of the Bihar (tuvevnment wlio Imvesent a telegram urging the up|iointment 
of an impartial IriVniaal to cn<inirc. into the train disaster near JIn/airibagh on tliu 
E. I. It. in pursuance of a resolution pnsseil by the Bibar Assembly, was Ibo 
assurance given by Sir Guthrie Ramml/, replying to the debate. Sir (iuthi'ic 
ssiid tliat the tinal rep<)rt of the senior fiovcrnmenl. ins)icetor on the accident 

has now been rei-eived wliicli will Iw iila-ed Imfore the Oovernment and will be 

considered along with the rcriucst of tuc Bihar (iovernment. 

On tliis assurance the adjournment motion was withdniwn. 

IS(H)Mt;-'l'AX AMKJitl. B|J,L (cONt'P.) 

28Ui. JANUARY t - -A tlivisioii, won by the Government, marked the closing 
stage of the deiaile<i debate on the Jocinnc-Tas Bill to-day. The amendment was 
moved by Mr. Ram Das Fantulu, wlio waight to delete a provision in CTiuisc 
80 of the Bill which gave the t'eiurol (iovernment the power to aiqioiiit ns nn 
ncconntnnt member of the apjadlatc tribuiial any person not possessing tlic requisite 
(tualificutions, if it was satisfied tliat he had (pialilications and bad udequato 
oxiierieiiec of a I'haracUir which rendcrtsl _ him suitable for up|M)liilmciit to the 
triunnal. Mr. Paiitnln said that this |>rovis!on had causcil serious misgivings in 
the minds of the Asvwiations of Accountants ami Auditors that Ibis would bo 
to the detriineiil ol sin-h qualified iKirsons. _ The amendment was mqqiortcd by 
Messrs P, N. tfapru ami Hossatn Imam. Sir _ .fames Origp opposing explained 
the origin of tlic itroviso tuid disclaimed any intention to “pack” the tribunal. 
Vic assnreil tiic rlouso that tlie proviso would neither I)c niisnscil or abused. 
The amcmlincnt was pressed to a division l>y llie ojqxisition mid lost by 26 votes 
to 10. The House thereafter conclndod the second reading of the Bill. 

The Council next rtsumed the tliinl I'cading of the Bill and took up discussion of 
clause five. Mr. Rantidas Asktiran comi>lain'ed that tlic Council of State under 
the present eonstitntion ha<l no cflcctive voice in shaping measures like the Income- 
tax Bill, althongh its mcmheis were more likely to bo nfl'cctefl by its provisions. 
Ho felt that such measures slionid lie referred to a joint select committee of 
both the iiunscs as was done in England. The Speaker assorted that the Coii- 
gi'css I’arty in the Assembly was inislukeii in the impression that they had improved the 
hill by means of the com^iroinisc formnla. They iiad not; mid ^irovisions of tlic bill 
as it was finally emerging from tlic (’onncil were likely to retard the indnstrial progress 
of the country. Mr. Ktokes paul a tribute to iJic Finance Alembcr and his lieutenants 
for jiiloting this mca.siire. The Bill contains, he said, a great deal of what was the 
result of a (ximpromisc and as such was a great lahicvcmcnt for the Finance Member 
who had been able to weld together ki many diHering opinions. 

The Bill ns nmended was passed mid the Jionso adjourned. 

Indian CorroN Cj-xh Act 

30th. JANUARY The Con ncil jmssctl lo-tlay the Bill to amend the 1 ndian Cotton 
Cs’ss Act, as (mssed by the legislative Asscinhiy. The JIousc aceojitod mi ollicial arociid- 
nicnt, increasing the luinibcr of incmlicrH of the Indian (Jcntral Colton Committee 
from ten to eleven, the extra scat being allotted to the Bombay Cotton Growing 
Indusu'y. 
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The Coiimil nluo passed two other Bills, as passed by lire fiejiiislative Assembly, 
namely, tlie Bill Iiirlhcr to iimciut the Ajmeor-Merwam Miiuicipalitics llegulalion and 
the Bill further to amend tlie Destructive Insects Tests Act. 

Moiob; ViciiiOEiSB Bill (oontd.) 

The Council, tlicresifter, resumed the deltatc on the second ruadine of the ^ilolor 
Vtiliicles Bill. Before it rose for lunch, the Ooimcil had disjosed of cbuiscs 2 to H I, 
with 13 ollicial and three non-oiUchd amendments. The three non-oiKeial amendments 
were moved by Mr. Haviadaa Panlulti, who also nnsucttcssfiilly attempted tour other 
amendments. One of Mr. Tnntulu’s miicndmcnts, ; whicii was accepted, sought to 
extend to co-oiterativc societies of private vehicle-owners the provisions of the iScvtion 
relatin}; to co-oiteralivc insurance. Another of Mr. Tanttilu’s amendmenis, wliich 
sought to givc_ Provincial tlovernmcnts the |>ower to reduce the working hours of 
tUivers, was rcjoctctl, after a tlebatc which brought a rare sparkle of animation to the 
iiBunlly sedate House. The changes pi‘o|ioscd l>y the amcminieiit were an iiurrcase in 
the interval of rest after every five liours, from Jialf an hour to one hunr, the reduc¬ 
tion of daily hours from nine to eighty »uid of weekly hours from ol to 18. Mr. 
Taiilulu based his ]dcii on human and humane groniiiTs. 

Mr. S, N. Hoy explained that siniilar provisions were proposed in the Assembly 
and supporteil by the Govciiimcnt but were rejoctetl, ijerlmps ns a result of the absten¬ 
tion of some members of Mr. Tantnlu’s Tarty (Congress). Tlie (;!ovcrnmcnl, 
therefore, did not like to sapiKirt the amendments in this ilotise. Ho also siiggcsUxi 
that, if powers iti the matter of fixing the hours of work were loft t«> individual 
Provinces, uniformity of rules might be lost and drivers from one Province might 
iind themselves in dilliculties in uiiotlicr. 

The tuncmlmcnt was lost without a division. 

Resuming after lunch, the Council rapidly passed the remaining Clauses ami 
Schedules of the Bill attd Air. S, N. Soy, Communications Secretary, moved that 
the Bill, as passed by the Assembly and amended by the Council, be passed. 

Tito bon. Sir Thomaa Stcwarl, Communications Member, replying, i-eassured 
the House tliat the objci-t of this measure was not to strangle roiwl trausiHirt. On 
the sitggcstion that the Bill was the result of compromise. Sir TJiomas observed 
that ho was content to tuscept the term “compromise” if it meant that everyluKly 
got together to ihkiI their wisdom and the result of this jiooling was considered us 
a coninromisc. Ho ailmitted tlial tliis long ■luid eompllcatod Bill was not the best 
iMiBsible and that Uicrc might be defects, which cx)>oriencc alone could reveal. But, 
lie said, it would do much to solve the problem which it was intended to meet. 
The House thou passed tlie Bill. 'The House then adjourned till the 13lh. Feb. 

Railway Buo«Br Pkeskhtia) 

13th. FEBRUARYIhe Council of Stale hold a short sitting tjiis morning 
when Sir OutUric Russell, Chief Commissioner of Railways, presented a statement 
of the estimated cxiicnditurc mid revenue in rcsixtct of Railways. (Sec Assembly Seittion). 

Earlier in the morning, the Income-Tax Amendment Bill, ns further amended 
by the L^slative Assembly, mid ithe Indian Merchant Shipping Act Amendment 
Bill, as passed by the Assembly, were laid on the tabic of the Council. 

Income-Tax Amend. Bill (coktd.) 

13th. FEBRUARY :~Mr. A, J, Saiamati, Flmuice Secretary, moving that further 
araondraents made by the Ixigislativc Assembly in tJic Income-Tax Amendment jlill 
be adopted, (loiTitcd out Bint the Assembly had luiulc three mnendincnts, two 
of whkm wore of a purely verbal nature. As rcgaitls the Ibii'd, it was entirely in 
the interests of the asscssccs. The House adopted ike amendmenis without 
discussion. 

Mekcuant Shipping Amend. Bill 

Mr. H. Dow, Commerce Secretary, next moved that the Bill to amend the 
Merchant Shipping Act, as passed by the Ix^slative Assembly be taken into con¬ 
sideration. He e.x]>laiiied that the main objeet of Uie amending Bill was to ])crmit 
shipping coroimuics to make deductions from the salaries of seamen employed by 
them, in pursuance of a scheme to institute )>rovident funds lor the benefit of their 
employees. He explained that such deductions were not ])criniBsibIe under the 
present law. After passing the Bill, the House adjourned till February 18. 
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DERATE ON THE RAILWAY CUDfSET 

l>KnATK ON Till? Railway IJunoET 

18th. FE6R0AKY 'llic Ooiininl of BUito hclil a ^rcnonil iJclialc on llie 
way Und^et. Ui-tLiy. Mr. Misartiii /»»«>«, oiiening the diBciiBsion, nr^od Uial thn Ridl- 
way Ikijiartmeiit Blimild make ail cttiirUi to iiicreaKC Iteveiiues and rwiuce cxiwkU- 
ture. Tluit they did no!, do so was evident from i>ast figures. Mr. imam eom]uained 
thiit only those rciomuiendations of the Wislgwood Oommittcc whieh involve*! 
additional e.vpcndir,urc had been readily mloptod by the Railways. 

Pandit U. N. Kanzrn felt tliat there was a greater neal to keep constant 
control over cx|K-ndititrc on thcUuiiways, as the position was not such as to cnalilo 
them to look upon thorn with cfinanimity. The I'andit particularly roforred to the 
Bengal Nagpur, iho M-ist.iWU Bengal and' the .Madras and Bonlhorn Marhatta llail- 
ways, all of wliudi had been showuig deficits for a number of years. Oiio reason 
for thi'se dethats was tlie costly standard in administration and he advised Iho 
(iovernmont to insist on these railway administrations cutting down cxiiondi- 
tiirc to reasonable limits. 

Sir TjMmm Steviart, after liiankiiig those who lunl congratulated him, referred 
to the dilficnlty of adcfpiaioly winding up a dohaie smdi as the one that liad 
been held m-day. It. was not inissible for him to nmc.h on all the lopi'-s that had 
hwn mentioned during the debate, lie a|)C;ile>l in conclusion tor jiaticncc from 
critics. The railways were lining their best and that best was pretty good best. The 
House then )uljuurue!l till the •jt.lfh. 

ExCI.UIIK!) AUK.tH INTO XoUMAL AltKAS 

20th. FEBRUARY :—Noii-otHcial Bills and resolutions ligiirml on t!ic order paiwr 
of the House when it met this moniiiig. Air. /lam Inn Pn-nlulu moved the lirst 
resoliitioii rccommcuding to “(he (ioveruor-lienenil in tlonnifil to intimate to His 
Alajesty’s Uoverniueni the wish of this House that all the partially cxcluiled areas 
and o.Ycludal areas within the homidarics or adjoining the bonnilaries of the provin¬ 
ces in India be coiivertod into normal arftis governed by the normal ndminUtnitivc 
machinery of the restrictive provinces and do-.ilarcd as parts of tlic proviiuic coiieern- 
cd as soon ns |K)ssihle.” 

Sir Jagdiah Praand, on liehidf of the fiovcrnment, opimscrl the resolution on 
the ground that tlui Biitish Parliament lawl not hud sufficient exiieriemio of the 
working of the new administrative mivhiiiery created for the areas under the 
(loveriiment of Iiidbi Act. lie rcfiitcil the alhigatUm that there was any imperisdist 
design in creating these areas and exiilaimrl tliat ilie constitution pTovhhxl that 
noitlier inirtially excluded areas could he ciwverlwl iiiio wholly excluded onus nor 
their area be enlarged. The resolution was rejcctal Avithout division. 

POI.YOAMY KWI’KAINT Bu.L 

Kumar Svsil Kitmar Rag Chmdhury, in moving the select committee motion 
for bis bill fo‘ restrain )Kilygamy in British Jndia, said Uiat oi>jH)siilon to the 
bill would come from Muslims most. Ho ussnrnl the Muslims tliat in tlie event 
of the (’ouncil adopting Ids motion, lie would move for the exclusion of Muslims 
finm Ihc ojieration of Uic bill in select commiltcc, 

Mr. Purkla, Home Secretary, opiKiscd the molion. He siuil that the pilicy 
of the fiovernment was that the fiills wdiich went to the root of sixiial customs 
and religious lieliefs shotihl not tm aup|torte<l luiless tliey had the support of 
the majoiity community which was likely to be aftncteil by iU Tliis condition was 
not fiillilleil in tlie ense of tbe bill now before the House. Therefore, the (lovern- 
ment could not simport it. He saUl that the provincial (lovcriiments tialay wore 
more reiircsontalivc ol the |ieopleof fiidia than the Ocntral liCgislatnro _ was. (bii- 
nioiis on the liill showeil that, a majority oppiscil it. Tlie motion was rejected. The 
(''ouncil then adjouriicxl till February ii:!.' 

ftorr. PiTaciiASE of Swaiiksui (iooiis 

23rd. FEBRUARY: -The Cotincil also met this morning to ffiseuss non-official 
bills and resolutions. Air. V. Ramdns Pantulu movcil a rwolution recommending 
to the CTOvernor-Ueneral-in-Oouiicil: (1) to make it obligatory for (Iovernmont 

offices connected with the (’'•ontral (lovornnieiit to use only Bivailcshi articles if 
availalilc in India for office equipment; and (2) to discontinue the use of. hideahi 
aitieles in these offices unless they are such as are not maiMifacturod in Iniha and 
arc absolutely necessary. Mr. M. S. A. Hydari, labour secictary, said that subjeet 
to two conditions being incorporated in thcresolution, ho. would ac.’e|)t it on behalf of 
the (lovcrnment. Tlicsc eonditions were that Bwaileshi articles must be of the requisite 
quality and price. The resolution as amended was ailopted. 
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THE COUNCIL OP STATE 
Hindu MoNoooMonii Mauriaoes 

Mr. P, N. Sapru tnovocl the swotid rcHoIiilion Hiking for ii committee to enquire 
into and report on the qncBtiun of the desirability of a It^islation for render¬ 
ing Hindu marriiv^us strictly mono^'simoiis provhliiif' for their registration and dis¬ 
solution under certain conditions. Sir Ilamiini Menon hiul no objection to the resolu¬ 
tion but he differed witli the method of aiqmswh to the proldem. Mr. Shivlal MotUal 
moved an amendment and he did not aiitici|Hite mucii oprosition to this reform witich 
lie said was overdue. Ho said as the iaw HkNxt loiLiy a Hindu could marry any numlxsr 
of wives. This stivtc of affairs must l>e ended. Syml Hossain Imam had no objec¬ 
tion to the resolution proviilcd it atfbcte<t the Hindu community alone. Mr. P. 
Ramdaa Pantulu assured the House that the Congress iMvrty would whuie-hoirtally 
sn]>port the resolution. As a matter of fact, by an amendment move»i by one 
member of his mrty, they had gone further than the original resolution. Tlie resolu¬ 
tion, he said, <Ud not ask for a legislation but only for a committee of enqiiity 
to ascertain if the legislation was desirable and was demanded by the ]>ublic. 

Mr. F. H. Puckle, Home Sn(wctary, oiqwscd the resolution on behalf of the 
Govomment. He said the resolution was too comiirehcnsivc and would provide quite an 
unmanageable job for a single committee. Then, iigain, the committee of enquiry as 
suggested wits undesirable. Kcar was expressed in some quarters that the reforms 
siigf^lixl might make the lot of llindn women harder just as the Harda Act 
led to more child marriiMtcs. Moreover, the committee would never come to such iinaiii- 
moiiB decisions as would enable Ihi; (hwernment to undertake the drafting of a 
ISill. The resolution was rejecle<l without a division. 

The Navy Discsii'i-iSK Ibi-t. 

7th. IfARCH i—Tlie Couneil look up to-day the Indian Navv Disciidinc Bill in the 
form recommended by the (iovcrnor-General. The Bill Juid liccn llirown out by 
the Lt^slativc Assembly in the original sw well as in the certified form. H. E. tkv 
Commander-in~Ch-iaf, moving that the Bill i»e taken into consideration, snitl that 
it was a short and simple one. In brief, it was tlcsigned to cnaldc tlie naval 
reserve forces, when they were formed to bo brought under naval discipline. It 
was, in fact, nn extension of the provisions of the Indian Naval IHscipliiic Act of 
BKW to these reserves. The Oovernment alreaily had iiowcr to raise the rcscncs 
tinder the provisions of the Government of India Act, lint it must take ixiwcr to 
bring them under naval discipline and this was all that was now required. 

His Excellency proceeded to explain in detail the composition of tJie four 
reserve forces proiioscd to be enated mid (xiintod out that the full strength of these 
forces would not be reached in less than eleven or twelve years and would most 
likely not exceed fifteen or sixUen hundred officers and men. All the ratings 
would be )x>8siblo to seimrc a substantial Indian majority in the Ollicer rmiks. Ex|)lain- 
ing the clauses of tlie Bill, His Ilxeclleiicy rcfcrreil to the distinction nuvlc between 
failure to attend training and failure to attend when ciillctl into iwtual service. The 
provision rogai-ding evidence of failure to attend laid down that n certificate piirpur- 
tiiig to bo signed by an ollicer iqipointnd in this behalf under the rules, stating that 
the member concerned failed to attend, sludl, without proof of the signature or 
amioiiitinnnt of the Olficer, be evidence of tlie matter stoteit tlicrcin. An analogy, said 
His Excellency, was to be foiiinl in the acceptance by courts of certificates ‘issnoil 
by _ Oheinical Examiners. To require tlie ollicer to apiiear before a court every time 
he issued a certificate would bo im|iructicable during war lime. 

The Council passed the Bill in the form rciHunmcndcil by the Governor-General 
by 28 votes to 11. 

Discussion on Raimvay Budgki’ (oontd.) 

0th. MARCH:—General discussion on the railway biwh^et was resumed to-day. Mr. 
Hoanain Imam oiicncd the attiu-k on the budget and directed his criticism at detailed 
IKiints. Hecondomn«l_thc ‘raid’ on tlie rovenne reserve fund in the financial year 1997-38, 
and said t^t the deficit in 19iJ8-i)9 was much greater than tlint declared, because Rs. iW 
lakhs, which were duc_ to the provinces, had not been tiaid and should, Uicrcfore, have 
been added to the deficit. He wclcomal thcdoiddcd im(iort duty on raw cotton. 

Mr. V, Bamdaa Pantulu said that taking into luvount all the circumstances, both 
national and international, Uie budget was uot to his mind unreasonable. He, however, 
oppo8«l the imi>osition of an addcil duty on raw cotton. He contested the assertion of 
the Finance Minister that the cx))cnditurcoii defence os compared to other countries, was 
very low and illustrated his argument by saying: ‘If you late one rupee from a man 
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whose earning was Rh. 8 only the dcimvalioii of one rui)ee is acrioiiH, while if yon take 
one million ru|)ecs from a liiaii who earns eight milliuns, the loss will be comparatively 
less,' 

Rai Bahadur Lain Ram Bnran Das, lender of tlie Opposition, declared that the 
Finance Member had under-cHtimate<l yields, Imlh from me excise duty on sugar and 
income-tax. Had Sir James Grigg not iudnlgol in this under-estimation there would 
have Itcen no bmlgetied <lelicit. Tlie sjKinker udvocaled an cnhiuiccment of tlm import 
duty on foreign piei^ogootU and was of opinion Unit the import of machinery and 
textile goods should not be overtaxed. 

Mr.R.H, ParArer did not believe (hut it the British eotineidion was severed, India 
would be in a itosition to borrow either internally or externally on a six per cent, basis. 
He reminded the House of his warning to the Kinance Member to cxjioct diminishing 
return with Customs on account of the existing high level of customs duties. Mr. 
Parker urged on the government to rednC4! Ihn laxatioii of motor transport which,_he 
thought, would gretilly assist to iiicreasc the pr«»s|Kwity of the country mid would bring 
them am)>lc coinmmsatioii in other forms. 'Jlic s|)cakcr phuasl before the House the views 
of the Bombay t.Sliamher of Coniluerce on IhciiroiMtsed iiicreasc of the duty on cotton. 
Tlie Chamber feared, conchulod Mr. Parker, tlmt the inclusion of this tax in the budget 
might s^ioil any clniiico that there was, of the l•cutl■al legislature accepting tlic iirojK)^ 
liido-Bntish Agrtxiinent. 

Rai Balkadur S, N. Mahata dmTilKit the Inulget top-heaxy in character, burden¬ 
some to the taxpayer and step-motherly in t.realment to nation-building activities, 
though lie admitted tluit ic had lortain more pleasant features tlum its iiredccessors. 

Mr. P. N. Sapru gave tlie budget a ini.\cd nx-cptioii. He said tluit the moiii problem 
of India was to jirovido aioiiucs of cmjiloyineiit and Uvelihooil for tlie growing millions 
of the ixipulation. Hi hoped that the Alaniticss of Linlithgow’s immediate sympathetic 
intervention hi Rajkot to save the life of India’s greatest man was an iinhcation of a 
cliaiigc for the better attitude of tiic (iovcrnmeiit of Iinlia. h'rom the standjioint of 
principle, Mr. Sapru considered the doubling of the duty of raw cotton both unsound and 
unjust. He pletulcd for greater co-oi>eration between all I'iniiiicc Ministers of India and 
suggested a conference to dismiss the (picsUou of a coordinated financial policy. Wo 
have in India not one t.irigg but eleven. {Sir James (Jrigy—Ko, No, No). 

Sir James Origg, in reply, rebutted the neensations of stcii-molbcriy trcntiiicnt to the 
development departnicnts. flcferriiig to tlu) other accusation of having no ri^ard for 
the neals of the jirovini'cs, Sir James Grigg ikalarwl that Ids ohjtvt had been to start 
provinces on tlicir autonomous way with as gcxsl clianccs of solvcn (7 as could lie dcsiied. 
As for the diliii'ulty I'aused liy (he concurrent field of taxation, tlie Finance Member 
lioiiiteil out tliat it and when fhc jiriK cwlingB of the last Finacc Miiustcrs’ cuMferciice at 
Helhi were disclosed, it would lie found that llic ]>ro)iosals were made to meet that 
diHiciilty and tluise proiHissIs would be fcusihle even now inspite of the Federaj Court 
jndgineiit. 'I'licrc was. he ducIariHl, no <iuestion of dropiiing the I'lniiucc Ministers’ 
fionfereiice, but his prciKTupatiotis with the Income-tax Bill lutide it imjiossililo 1« hold 
a conference again. Defending the increased imiKirt duty on raw cotton, tlie Finance 
Mcmlicr referred totuo cxtenuiitions, firstly, consideration Ihat one of the uondilious 
prescribed for the grant of protei-tion was nbiiiidiuil siijijily of raw material, and secondly, 
on the ground of financial uci-essil.y. Needs must be met when the devil drove mid ho 
assured Uie House that the devil that drove was not Ijani^asliirc’s but Fiiimice. The 
duty would have the incidciitiil cRecl of luJpiiig (he grower and was least hiirdciisoinc. 
He was credibly informed (hat the eirecl of Uie duty in (he ciiBC of Uie mills, which used 
entirely iin|iorted cotton, would he one pic iter yanl of clotli in retail price and the 
average efrect on tJie- whole industry would lie one-lliird to one fifth of a itie iicv 
yard of cloth. A countervailing duty on iniiKirlcd cloth and yarn demanded by many 
critics would bring no gain, but would only mwlerute the decline of tlic import of 
liOncashire gooils which four years ago prisliu-cil Its. 287 lakhs, but hail not shrunk to 
Its. ItK) lakhs. Turniug to the criticisms of the defence budget. Sir James Grigg 
ixiiiitcil out tliat the Cfiatficld rcjxirt might nuikc radical Iransformalion in the solution 
of the military problem of India and until (hat trmisforiiiation had taken place it 
was idle to answer (piestioiis ; answers would Iks out-of-date very soon. He however 
invited the hon. meiiilicrs to consider whether India’s exixmditurc on defence of three 
or four jMsr cent, of the total national income was to be rigardixl disproixirliunate, even 
allowing for her fiiiiiiicial economic (SHidilion, when it was known that Gmit Britain 
B|xjnd oil defence l.i\4 ixjr cent., mid Gcniuiny 25 jxsr cent, of Uic national 
iucomes. 
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PKOHUHTION in lll 2 PKE»HMENT E0OM8 

13th. MARCHThe Council met today to cionsider the non-oflicial rcaolu- 
liona. Mr. liamdnn Pantulu moved a rcsoluiloii rccommcndiiiK the Govomor- 
Genoral-in-Coiiiicil tlmt the Hale of alcoholic liquors in the rcfrcslimeiit rooms 
situated in railway stations to the ptibUc l>c proliibited and no such liquors te 
su]>|>Uod ill such rcfresJiment rooms c-Wiit to tliosc who held a license or jiermit 
issued by the prcscrilted authority authorising the jicrson holding a license to 
consume or ]x>ssess to ^icrsonal coiisunqttion. 

Mr. A. Raismati, finance secretary, interx-ening early in the debate, said 
that the state of affairs iHsrvailiiig in the railway areas xvas different from those 
areas in which they wore situated, but he ^lointed out that it was jxirfcc-Uy 
within the jurisdiction of the jirovincial Oovcrnmenls to deal widi refreshment 
nxims selling liquors in railway areas just as tiiey dealt witli otlier liquor shops 
outside tlic station area. Mr. llaisman refuseil to be ilrawn into argument re¬ 
garding tlic effect of prohilntion on the finances of the various Governments 
concerned. Ihohiliition was still in an cxinsrimental stage and the best thing for 
them would be to xvait and sec what happeiioL Even if Uiey subsequently decid¬ 
ed to start prohibition tlio Government xvould not certainly make a start with 
refre^ment rooms in railway ureas, 'llic resolution was rejected xvithoiit division. 

Waoe Wtatistkjs 

Mr. P, N. Sapru moved a resolution recommending to the Govenior-Geiie- 
ral in Council to amend the law to make it comiuilsory lor eiiijiloyers in protected 
industries to submit aiiininlly a statement of tlicir aniinal w:ige hill. Mr. Bapru 
ixiintcd out that the object of the resolution was to promote industrial harmony 
ny eHminating the causes of friction between employers mid employees. He tliought 
that keeping wage statistics ivotild laciiitate imraediate intorvciilion by lalxiur 
commissioners if any labour dispute arose. 

Mr. .1/. S. A. lli/dari, labour seiwctary, said that tlie sco|)eof tlic resolution 
was restricted to protected industries wliilo the present practice was tliat a register 
of wages was lieiiig maintaiticd by every factory coming under the purview of 
the Fac'torics Act and was open to iiisiieetion by Government inspectors. He 
added that the pnivincial Ooverumeats liad licon askctl to supply relevant figures 
for the compilation of reiKirts on the working of the Payment of Wages Act. 

Mr. Sapru wiUidrcw his resolution. 

Indian Muslims’ Divorce Bill. 

Mr. Mohamed Yakub moved that tlic (inlian Muslims’ Itivorce Bill, as passed 
by the Assembly, be taken for consideration and passed. 8ir Mobamed said that 
it would have bei‘u an ide»d stale of affairs if tlie wlmiuistruUon of Ibe jirovisioim 
of the Bill could bo entrusted to Muslim quazi». lie made it clear diat this 
opuiioii was not based on any susjueion regarding tlic integrity of non-Muslim 
judges, but on tlic grouml that certain functions ruhiting to marital affairs could 
only be jicrformetl by a religious hcsul of tbc community. He, however, could not 
lose sight of the practical difliiuiities in giving effect to tliis iiriuciple to whicli 
Muslims attached a great deal of imixirtiuice. 

The House passed tlic Bill as passed by the Assembly after rejecting tliree 
araciidmcnts moval by Mr. Hussain Imam including one socking addition of a 
new clause to the effect tliat tlio suits filed under this Act should bo transferreil 
to the court of a Muslim officer when available or otherwise the district 
judge slioitid try tliein himself. 

Other Nok-official Bn.Ls 

Kunwar Haji Ismail AH Khan introduced a Bill to make better provision 
for die atlministiatioii of Masjids and the endowment of Jama Masjid, Fatelipuri 
Masjid and the Kalii Masjid of Delhi. 

'Hie House next agreed to circidatc the Bill amending the I’ai-si Marriage 
Divorce Act of 1936 for the juirposc of eliciting opinion on it. 

Mr. (}. 8, Matilal moved a bill to provide for the submission of certain state¬ 
ments liy the coraiianics incoinwiated in or carrying business in India to bo circu¬ 
lated for the puriKisc of eliciting public opinion tlicreoii. 

Mr. Dow opjosed the circulation of (he lull on the gtouiid that it was unneces¬ 
sary as tlie oinuioiiB received by the Goveriimenl since tlie introduction of the bill 
wore all hostile. The collection of this kind of information desired could not be 
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estiweteil from many eompmnes and even If it was supplied it wonlil las highly 
inaisciiTatc. lie, therefore, snggcstol tliat the projscr way for pros-ccdiiig lii the mailer 
would be to seek the expansion of tlic relative clauses of tlic Income tivx Act. 

The Uouse rciectcd die circulation motion and adjourned till March 10. 

DlSCEIMfNA'flOW IN KENYA 

letb. MARCH Kon-official Bills and resolutions figured on the i^cnda when the 
Council met this morning. The whole lunch sitting was occuiual with a disettssion 
on Afr, H. AT. Kmzru's re.solution, roeomineinling to the Covernor-Gencral-iu* 
Iksuncil to convey to his Majesty’s Government of the United Kingdom the feelings 
of indignation and resentment witli which die Kenya Mi^hlands Ordej-'in-Council, 
wliich involved discrimination against Indians, was reicived tn this country. Hjxiechos, 
cxjiressing indignation at the attitude of the British (ioveinincnt suggesting retaliatory 
action, were matle, the only dissentient voice being Mr. It. H. Barker. Mr. H, A. 
Kunzru appreciated the efibrts of the Oovernment of India to aiivant'c the cause of 
Indian settlers in Ktaiya though he regretted tliat they had not met with success. 
Mr. Kunxru regardeii the esialilishment of a ilighfand Board witli a Kuroiiean 
miijority Uicreou as the most oiijoc.tionable fwuure ot tiie. Grder. Mr. Knn/.rn added: 
•\Vn all are citiiteiis of the Empire, but arc being discriminated against in the territo¬ 
ries administered by his Majesty’s Government, discrimination not in favour of 
Jiritisliers alone but all Euro|)ciins, irrespective of the fm-t whether they had come 
fixmi a country frieiwily or hostile to Britain. 

iS'tV Jagdish Prasad hoped that things in Kenya would imjwovc in time to come. 
Ills own conviction was that as the constitutional advance in India progressed the 
losition of Iiuliuns abroad would improve. Bir Jagdish nsked tlie House to face 
dillicultics with a feeling of ho|ic an<l not give way to anger, lie assured them tliat 
elUirts to secure justice to imliuns would be continued and the Indian cause would 
lie pressed. Bir .fugdish hoiied that racial animosity would diBn)>pear and Indians 
would liave no cause to fm hiiniiliateil in any mrt of the Britisli i-omnioiiwealUi, 
licplyiiig to the one spci-Uic point raised, he suid tiiat so far us he knew, the function 
of the Highlands Board in relation to Indian properly would be advisory, ITic 
rcmilution was carried, the Govern raeiit not oiiposing. 

Indian Commissioned Okpiceus 

Mr. Q. 8, MoHlnl moved a resolution rccomiueiidiiig to tlie Govcrnor-Oenerul- 
in-OoiiJtcil that the si’.alc «f pay of all Indiaii commissioneil olflccrs at Initial atages 
until Rs. iiOO was reached, which was inadequate, sliould be suitably revis^. 
lie said that I. G. O. drew only lis. 300 monthly during the first two years’ service 
of whi<-h he had to Sficnd Hs. U70 for mess and band charges ; Ihns he was left witli 
Bs, 30 only with which he w'.ts expected to maiiitnin liimsclf on the recpiiBitc attuidard. 

The Connnandvr-in-Chief, replying to the debate, said that it was generally 
accepted that o/Hccra of any service serving in tlicir own country should be given 
less salaries than foreign l onfrcrcs. Indiiui commissioned ranks of tlie Army origi¬ 
nally received as much salary as British wllcagues but with the increase in Mic 
iiiimlKir of JiidiaiiB it was decided Unit liidiaii olliccrs should npjiroximutely rct*ivc. 
rank for rank what British ollicevs were getting in BriUiiii. Ills Excellency quoted 
figures to show that Indians hiul not been ungenerously treated. Me also points 
out tliat the diirereiice lieta'cen the cmolninenta of British nnd Indian offleers of the 
same rank existed in all scniccs not peculiar to the army of India alone. Of the 
two alternative while raising the jiay of Jiidiaii eonimissioiicd ollicei-s was unjustifi¬ 
able in view of the insistent demand for reduction in the cost of tlie Army in India, 
the lowering of tlic scale of pay of King’s coraiiiissioncd ollieers would not be fair for 
British officers. 

Mr. O. 8, Moiilal witlidrow the motion wilJi the jicrmissioii of the House. 

ADMINISTIIATION of MOSQUlCS IN DELHI 

On the motion of Kunwnr Haji Izmail Alt Khan, tlie Oouiicil agreed to circulate 
for eliciting opinion on Uie Bill to make belter provision for the administration of 
iii 08 (|ue 8 in Delhi. Mr. Puckle, Home secretary, informed the Mouse that the Govern¬ 
ment’s atlilndo 1)0 dctcimiucd by the views received. The Goimcil at tliis stage 
iidjoiiriicd till March 22. 

Btandabd Wfjhiits f«>h Bh. India 

22nd. MARCH : - The Council held a brief sitting of thirty minutes to-day during 
which it uaased five official bills, recently passed by the IjtmsIuUvc Assembly. Mrt 
JJ, Dow, Commerce Becrctary, moving that the bill to jcstaulish a standard" weigh. 
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througbont British India ba taken into consideration, explained that the question 
of i>re8cribing a scale of standard weights and measures throughout British India 
had been under consideration of the (iovernuiont of India from time to time. The 
constitutional position w'as tliat the Central Government was resiionsible for the 
establishment of standards of weights, while )>rovincial governments were concerned 
with weights and measures. 'J'hc Bill, which had flie eniii'e supixirt of provincial 
governments, prescribed statuknis. 'llie eiifurccments of li»c use of weights ^mssed 
on these standards was a matter for provincitd governments. Mr. Dow informed iJte 
Mouse that several Govcrnmcnls hud the nccossai^ legislation and were awaiting tile 
passage of this bill. Tlic Bill was posaaL 

Indian MiutottANT SiiieiMNO Amend. Bill 

Kunwar Sir Jagdisk Prasad next moved that the Bill to further amend the 
Indian Merchant Shipping Act be taken into consideration. Me explained tliat under 
the existing law ehildrcn under one year of age were not taken into account for the 
purpose of computation of jiilgrims to lie carrial on a pilf^im ship and were not 
allotted any space. This rviis in contlict willi the provisions of tlie international 
sanitary convention. Me further explained that all ships from Netherlands and Egypt 
conformed to this convention. The Hill was jiassed. 

Insurance Atrr Amend. Bill 

_Mr. ff, Dow moved tlint the Bill to amend the Insurance Act be taken into 
consideration. Me pointed out that Uie Bill made no mental cliangcs in the law 
recently mssed by the Central Legislature. It only remedied certain technical 
defects, wnich were discovered during the detailed examination of the Act. 

PitOTEOTios oe Dusions Bill 

Mr. Dow moved tliat the Bill further to amend the law relating to tlie protection 
of inventions and designs lie taken into I'onsideration. Me cx]>laincd the necessity 
for amending tlie law in order to put a slop to the import of goods bearing pinit^ 
sigus registered under the Indian rutents and Designs Act. The Bill was passed. 

Workmen’s Compensation Amend. Biij. 

Mr. Jf. 8. A. ffydari, lAiliour Secretary, moved that the Bill furtlier to amend 
the Workmen’s Coiniiensatiou Act be taken into consideration. Mr. Myilari )iointed 
out that eonliicting deidsions of High Courts hud raised doubts as to whether on 
account of expression “employed oil monthly wipes’’ occurring in the dehuitioii of 
“workmen” in tlie Act a worker wliosc wages were paid otiierwiso than liy ^e iiioiitli 
or on a moiitlily liasis could under any cireumstaiu'es claim tlie lieuefits of tliat Act. 
That a worker sliould lie debarred on that ground alone was never the intention of 
the Act aud hence the Bill. The Bill was tnissed. 

COl'TON OiNNINCI & VUESSINd BILL 

Mr. Dow lastly moved that the Bill to amend the Cotton Ginning and Fiessing 
Act lie taken into coiisideratioii. Me |M>iiited out that tlie Cotton Giiiiiing and 
l’r«i8ing Act was jiasswl with the object of )>iiUiiig tiic tnide in a ]iosiiion to protect 
itself against certain inulpractices. It hail liccn ropresented to tlie Chiveriiinent tiiat 
a rigid a]iplieatioii of the Act coiifcrroil on a iicrson, who made a contract for the 
purchase of baled cotton, the right to reject a bale in fiilfllinenl of a contract if it 
was not marked as rctluircil liy the law, tlioreliy causing great hardship to traile. The 
Bill so amended the [larticnlar seel ion of the Act as to limit the right of a puccliaser 
to reject a bale, 'ilic Bill was passed and the CKinncil was adjourncil. 

Indian IlEURiUTMfaiT to Railways 

2M. MARCH An interesting discussion ensued to-day on Pandit Kunzru’s 
lesolution, which nrgeil the Government iotakc steps to bring aliout a substantial 
increase in recruitment of Indians of jmre d<»cciit to the senior subordinate 
services controlled by Class I railways luid the Railway Board and, to provide the 
same amenities to Indian employees as are provided for Anglo-Indian employees. 
Pandit Kuuxru explained that his rcsolulioii referred to disabilities suiferea by 
Indians in respect of employment and amenities. Speaking on tile disabilities 
ill respect of employment. Pandit Kiinzni showed by figures iliow the Anglo-Tiidlaii 
community had enjoyed a jireiHnidcmucc in certsuii branches of railway service. 
Indians, it was true, had secured more platies during the last ten years, but 
it was at the expense of Britishers, while the jiosition of uic Anglo-Indian commu¬ 
nity had remained unchanged, lie asked whether it was a wise jiolicy to allow 
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a particttlar community to uiijoy a jJosiUon of monoiioly in any acrvicc. iS'»r Outkrie 
Rmttall, Chief CommiSHUmcr for Riulwiiy«, quote;! the Oovernment. Resolution 
to show that, in the maticr of 1 ndianisation, An;4o-ln<lians were to bo treated 
as Indians. He also quoted figures to show that there had been no dIs:-rimination both 
in tlie matter of em|miyment and amenities against Indian cmiiloyccs of railways. 
Proceeding, Ito said :■ -“H is true that in ('.ertain cai-egori(« of service Anglo-Indians 
were in a |>rc)>onderanco, but it was solely due to luiucity of suitable Indians forthcoming 
for the posts. I however assure the Council lluit times have changed un<l so have the 
figures of employment. Twenty-five ycjirs ago when I «-amc out to India, there was 
hardly any Indiaii (Hviqtyiiig a place of res|)onsilulil.y on Railways. It will bo admitleil 
that was not so to-day. The Government, however, were doing their best to improve 
things. But the remedy lanjely lay in the hands of Indians. They must come in 
larger numbers to fill up phu^es.” 'Hie resolution was rijcchxl by 2G votes against 15. 

PllOTUOTIO.t OK iNU. MkIU ANI II.B MAIUNE 

The Council unanimously adoptetl Mr. /*. N. Hupru's resolution, which recoivetl 
support from all sections of the House including tlie ollicial benches, asking the 
Oovernment to take more iuUive stejis for the expansion and in'otetdion of the Indian 
Mercantile Marine. Mr. Saprii <losired to know wintt progress luid been miulo in this 
direction since die atloptiun of a iion-oflicial resolution on the suitjccMJii 193.). He also 
wanted to know to wliat extent Indian tonnage hail displaced British tonnage both 
in Tiidian waters ainl in oxcrscas t.rmle. Vuiiitingout that tlie Bhorc Atvard, which 
had initiated tire jKtUcy of mutual co-<qier.itioii and adjiislmeiit,, was <luc to expire 
this year, Mr. Sapru plctulcd that, from this |M)int. of view also, it was uct>essiiry to 
take stock of tlie situation. Among the steps re-ommendeil by Mr. Bapru to achieve 
the cud ill view, were reservation of t.ho <•oasl<ll tnwle for lixiian shipping coDcerus. 
the granting of a subsidy, and the fi.xalion of nniximnin and minimnin rates of 
freight. But he regretted that tlm Government of India liad been dcbaiTcil from taking 
any action on the lines suggcsteil liy the Commercial disiTiminaiion clauses of tlie 
Government of India Act. The mover tdso rcgrctteil that the Govommont hiwl done 
nothing for Indian shipping when entering into a fresh trade agreement with Great 
Britain. Concluding, ho reierred to the internatioind situation, and observed that tiio 
mercantile marine. <oidd always be regardal as a sccoiKllinc of defence. 

Mr. H, Dow, Commerce f^ccrciary, who siKike on liehalf of the Government, 
started by announ<iing llial he was not going to o|>|iokc tlie resolution. Ho, 
however, regretted that the gcncraliumlcn of the song was, that hitlierto the 
Government had done nothing to advance the interests of Indian concerns, and 
cited the instiuicc of the Hciiidia Hteam Navigation Company wliich, from smtill 
iHSjpnniiigs, hiwl, during the last twenty yatrs, ba-omo a is)wcrful concern, lie also 
minted out that the Goverumoiit had entirely Indianiscil rernitmont to the Bengal 
Pilot Service, which was a very iiuportiuit service. .Mr. Dow fiirtber informed the 
House that the Govuriimcut tuul s|)cnt over u quarter of a croro of rupees on the 
"Duffcriii” since its institution, to provide fiwiliiies for training Indiiin cadets. 
'Ihrning to the complaint that British shipiiing concerns were not employing an 
adequate number of Indian cadets, Mr. l>ow rcmarkutl tliat ituiqicarcd ns if Inmans 
were not being trained, for the Indian Mcrcaiililo Marine. How could any one reason¬ 
ably expect, he asked, that British Omiiiaiiics, which were threatened to be ousted 
from the fielil with the development of the Indian Mercantile Marine, woiihl take on 
Indians cadets, and .thus in a way contribute to tlicir own expulsion ? Nevertheless, 
British concerns had tided ro help the formation of the Indian Mercantile Marine by 
taking ciulets from the "Duftcreiii”. 

llefcrring to the ucrccnicnl lietwcon the Scindia Comiiany, and two British 
companies, Mr. Dow said, tliat it would soon come to an end, ainl if the parties 
eoiieerned mot each otlior in a siutit of co-oi>eiation, they would be able, ho liopcd, 
to evolve an agraid plan without rc(|uiring the assistance of the Govcruniont, The 
new agreement might give Indian companies some share in the overseas trtule. It 
was no use Govcriinieut fixing the fare, as it was difiicult, nay, practically imjios- 
siblc, to enforce it and ensure tliat it was not altered in some way or other. He 
rojjrottod that thcie was no hoiie of the Govcriimcnt gmnting any subsidy to Indian 
shipping concems; nor could the Government reserve coastal ti^c for them under 
the provisions of the 1935 Ounstitutioii Act. 

I’OWEll TO VVlTHMOIJ) I'lII.KORAMS 

Mr. Hossain Imam next withdrew his resolution, wliieh asked for rc))otd of the 
Indian Td^apb Act, and the rules made under it in respect of the censoring or stop- 
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page of messages, Mr, Pttekle, Home Secretary, in this connection, cxiiltuned that tic 
jiowor vested in (rovornmcnt by the Tcl(^aph Act ha<l VC 17 rarely been exercised 
by the (Jovcrnnieiit, In regard to the twwer veslwj in the telegraph otticers by telegraph 
rules, tlic Home Hocxela^ pointed out that in almost every case, the tele^aph 
authorities consulted the civil authorities of the place before taking any action. The 
civil authorities, however, only,-tendered advice, and the rcsitonsibility for with¬ 
holding a message entirely r^ted with the Telegraph Department, In regard to 
refund, it was given, if applied for in ease a message was withheld under the 
Tel(^iph Act. 

Intestate Sdcoession Axiono Paiisis 

The Council then passcfl, with two amendments^ both movcfl by the mover, Mr, 
Af. N. Dalai’s Hill to nmcn<l the Indian Biiccession Act in rcspwjt of intestate 
succession among Piursis. The House then adioiirned, 

CKirriKrEi) Finance Biia, Disccssbo 

25th. MARCH : —Tlic Council of State held tlic briefest sittuig of the session this 
afternoon. It sat for exactly seven minutes, during which the Chair read two 
messages from the ttovernor-Gcneral. In one Ilis Excellency had slated that the 
liCgislativc Assembly had failed to pass the Finance Rill in the form reiomincndcd 
and in the otlier he certified that the imssage of the Rill was essential to the interests 
of British India and iiad rccomineinlcd to the Council to pass the Rill in the re¬ 
commended form. I'ho Bill was laid on the table of the Council and copies were 
distributed to the mendiers after wbi<?h tbc Cimir announced that it will be taken up 
for consideration and |iassiigc on Tuesday the 28th instant. 

28th. MARCH The recommended Kinance Bill came np for consideration in tlie 
Council of State to-day. Mr. A. J. Jlnisman, Secretary of the Finance Dejiartmcnt, 
moved that the Rill ho taken into (mnsideration. He explained tlic circumstance's 
under which the Rill had come liefore the House in a recommendcfi form. He said 
that the Council was familiar with the provisions of the Bill ns they had already 
liccn explained in elclail in his Budget speech. 

Rat Bahadur Ramsaran Das, T/wler of the Owxisition, took a strong exception 
to the method of certiticatiou used in the case of the IHiiance RUl. Ho said that 
certification was a measure provided only for emergenciw and should not have liccn 
made a normal feature, as had been tJie case for the last five years. He aserfed that 
I'stimales in the Budget were undercstimatcfl and ]>rotc 8 tcd ngainst the doubling of 
duty on foreign cotton. He announced Unit he and his parly would not take part in 
the disenssion of the Rill, for, in his opinion, (lovcvnment should have given some 
consideration to views expressed by the non-oflicial members of the Central 
Ix^slaturc. 

H(m, Mr, Rnmdns Pnnlulu, Trader of the Congress Party, opposed the Bill and 
said that it was a bhwk record for the Finance Rill to have lieen certified for the 
last five years. It was useless for them to ])Hrtiei)> 8 te in the discussion on tlie 
Bill as it was not open to them to make any changes in it. He claimed that it 
was never the intention of tlie framers of tlic constitution that methods of certiflea- 
tion should bo used so often. “It is the nidation of democratic principles and the 
least wo can do is to dissiw.iatc ourselves from the passage of tlie Bill.” 

Replying to the debate, Mr. A, J. Raisman, Finance Secretary, said that, he did 
not propose to traverse the political arguments on the basis of which certain parties 
had decided to refrain from parUcifwting in the debate. The Finance Bewetary 
challenged the accuracy of the statement nnidc by Lala Ramsaran Das that 100,000 
tons of Java sugar were already float. Turning to the statement made by Mr. JJos- 
sain Imam that tho institution of the Reserve Bank had Icil to a fall in the profits 
which Government formerly made for currency, Mr. Raisman said that it was 
a tribute to the integrity and imi>arliality of (iovernmnnt iiolicy. They had establish¬ 
ed a more or less autonomous cuircncy aiithovity and they arc content to receive 
from it a certain share of tlic profits which it made. It was true that the profits 
were lower than what iwcrued to Government when they were themselves the cuiTcncy 
authority. But he claimed that the resulting advautng«i far outwmghcd tho loss to Central 
revenues. As roganls the criticism of the exchange ixilicy 01 tho Government, Mr. 
Rmsman pointed out that the cft'cct of the policy often avocatod by tho critics of Govern¬ 
ment would be to raise five or six crores fiom extra taxation to meet the increased 
expenditure which it would entail. 
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The >Ioiise |>;i.s«eil ihi- Kiiiancw Bill, in the fornt nvomnnuiilwl l>y the OovoriiDr- 
Kencral by 27 voles to 1?, ihc Miielim Ix»iguc I’lirty remaining!; neutral. The (’oiincii 
then ailjoiiriiwi till IlDth. March. 

30th MARCH;—The Council of State pasHcil by 28 votes to 10 the motion 
that the Indo-British 'rrade .A'Jtrcemcnt lie annroved. The Council thereafter tuliourn- 
cd till 4th, April. 

rOUEKtNURH’ Rwilfil'RATION BriJj 

4lh. APRIIi; —The (Jouneil to-ilay took into consideration and passed the Bill for 
the re^sistratioii of foroi.ruers in British India ns passed liy the Assembly. Mr. 
Pnrklif, Home S»u‘e::iry, intnwUiciiPj; the Bill ami m'>viu;r consideration of the Bill, 
explained the salient feoturers of the Bill. He )x)iiiled out that the Cruvernment did 
not intend to burden the J’rovinc.ial tiovis. and the ollh'ials cotu^erned with rojiister- 
iii}!: the ili.m.lXX) No)>al(!sij, the 8.VX"X3 Af-rhans and between rsl.iXW and CiXJ.tioO 
nationals of other (ouli'cnous countries who were residinit in India. Xor did they 
intenil to apply the provisions of the Act to British subjects not domicihsl in the 
United Kin^iloui. Mr. finpru sup)M)rlod the Bill hut at the same lime upheld Ihc 
amcndetl definition of th<i term ■‘f.>roi;rnftr.” .Mr. Punlulu, who also stipi>orled the 
Bill, c.xplained that thouMt it was not entirely salisfa-tory, it would provide a future 
(iovcrniiieut which was nsnonsible to the leeiiKl.-iturc. with (towers which the (ircsent 
(iovernment was not able t<i'uac. Rcidyin;', Mr. Puckh saiil tlwt the (loverninent ri^ai-d- 
ed with symiiathy the obje M, of theclian-ie in tliedelinition of forci(!:ners, but ho would 
isiint nut that this Bill was not intended as a retaliatory metisiirc. Tlicy had other 
means, he said, of retaliation for sHirluinit treatment of Indian nationals. 

The House (lassotl th-j Bill without division. The Council then lufjourncd. 

Tue Takifk Bijx 

Itth. APRIL •.—The Tariff Bill relating hi magnesium chloride, paper and pn()Dr 
pulp, silk and silken goods and itrokcti rice, as (>a.sscd by the Assembly, was intro¬ 
duced by Mr. Dow, Oommeree Secretary and |>as.seil with nn nmendment. Mr. Dow, 
intrudneiug the hill, announced that the amendment which lie would move at the 
next stage of the bill was the restdt ol a oomiiromisc reached in the Assembly 
with reganl to the <luty on woisl |mlp. The (Government had acceptwl that tltc duty 
should l>c protective but his amendment provided tliat the tmiff should bc2.)jer cent, 
advalorcm or Its. iJO whichever was higher. 

nic motion for consideration of the hill having liccn adojiled, Mr. Dow moved his 
amendment. By an amendment carried against the (Iovernment in the Asscmlily 
the duty liad lieon raiswl to Its. 3."). 

Mr. Pnntxdu, oniKwiiig tlic nmciidmenU said tlwl, tlu; (.tonncil was not informeil how 
Ihc (Govornmciit had rciiche<l a com\>roinisc with the OiUHisition on the Assembly. 
Lain Banmarttn Das su|>porled Mr. Pantnlii while Mr. Himam [mam felt that llio 
amendment was in the iiitcrcsls of the (iroduccr and consumer. Mr. Dim reidying 
said that it was undcrsPwd tliat when the liill was returned with this amendment to 
the .Assembly it would bn accofitwL Mr. Dow slressoil that the (Iovernment were 
satislied that the tliity of Us. 30 was quic adctpialc to give jirolcetion to wood pulp 
industry over the next seven ycjvrs. 

Tlic amendment and the bill wore then passed witliout a division. The House 
then adjourned. 

CoAi. Misi» .S.APKry Bii.i, 

Mth. APRIL ; —Mr. .K. 8, A. Hydari, Tsdiour 8ecrelary, moved consideration of 
the Bill to make further provision for safety in cisil mines, as (tassed by the 
Ijcgislativc Assembly. The mover ipioted fiwls to illusirntc the need and urgency of 
the measure. It was estimated in 193(>, he said, that, there were 17 lircs in '29 different 
collieries. It wii.s now cstiiiiatcd tJiat the itumlier of lircs in 51) collieries had risen 
to 71. These fires coiistii ntoil a soiitvo of grave tlangcr, not only to tJic mines in 
which they ragisl hut also to luljoiiiing mines. Kx|>1aining die t wo main provisions 
of ihc Bijl, namely, ciiforcoincnt of slowing in the interests of safety and the levy 
to assist in I'aying for it, Mr. Hydari re|>liod to Ihc criticism that the recommen¬ 
dations of the (!o:d Mines ('ominittcc had Ixson a<s3Ci>tcd by the Government only 
in part. He rcfcrrofl in this connc.xion to a statement made in the fiower Ifonso in 
re|)ly to a aueslion relating to the action taken l>y the Government on the roeomincn- 
dations of tlic Coal Mines Committee, luul imintcdoiit that 17 out of 20 recommenda¬ 
tions of the committ'x hml already been carried out by the Ooverument, and the 
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remaininj; lO were under consideration. Therefore, he did not tliink that the eritieism 
that the (iovernincnt hivd sloi>t over the reiiort of the Coal Mines Oommittee was 
valid. 

Mr. fft/dari, reolyinic to tlie doliate, after Mr. Ramdas Pautulu and Mr. P. N, 
Sapru hatl sitoken, siid that the eritic.isms wisre liasoil on two assumptions that, tlie 
(foverunient nad not gone far enoitgh in the llill, and sci-ondly, that it luul uot given 
effeet to several recommendations of the hneil mining reiwt. 'ITio Bill was the first 
(omprehensivo step towanls iniiilemonling the recommendations of the rciwrt, hut 
Unit did not cdose tlie door on further action. As a matter of foitt ns soon as the 
scheme for saiiil-sowing was 8u«;easfully Iniineheit, the (rovernmont would take up 
the question of other rei^ommciidations of the rcjiort. lie strongly repudiated the 
suggestion that the Ooverumeut were under tlie influence of tml raining interests. 

The Mouse then took np consideration of the clauses of the Hill and Mr. Sapru 
moveil an amendment to provide for Tiomination by tlic (Tovernment of a rejirescn- 
tativc of Uie cm'doyecs on the Stowing Board. The object of Ihe Hoard was the 
safety of the workers and the workers shinild, therefore, be represented. 

Mr. ffj/dari, who opjiosisl the ameiidiiieiit, |H>inted out that Mr. iSnprn hod said 
that tlic (lOvernmciit luul given representation oii the Hoard l.o the non-co-operating 
associations, but he observed these thiw iussoi-iaiions rcprcscntoil Ihc entire industry. 

Tlie amendment was rojecl«l without a division. After brief speeches by Mr. 
Ramdas Paiilulu and Mr. nijdn-ri on the motion for tlic passage of the Hill, the 
measure was jiasscd without a division. 

17th. APRIliThe Uouiu-il disposed of tour bills to-<lay, all of which were 
eaiTiod witliout division. 'J'hcy weri!, a Hill to pivvidc for coiitiimam^e for a further 
IHJviod of 2 years protection conferred on the Sugar industry in Britisli India as 
jiassod by the IjCgislativo Assembly; Hill to amend furtlier tile J ndinn Venal Code 
of Clrmiiial I’roccdiire, 1898, as passed by the fjt^islativo Assembly and the Hill to 
iwoiistitiile and inc.or{x)ratc the Ooinmitteo cnnsiitntcd under tlic Indian Soft Coke 
Cess Act of 1929, as passed by the L(>gislalive Assembly. 

Okutifikd 'r.Miii'p Hj!,li Vassep 

18th, APRIL «'nic Council held its last sitting of the session to-day to 
]ia88 the certified Tariff Hill. The Commerce Sciwetary, Mr. //. Vow, moving 
the consideration of the Hill said Unit it was designed to give effect to the 
provisions of the Imlo-Hiitish Trade Agreement, which had already been aiiprovcd of 
of by the Council, 

Pandit Hirdaymth Kunzru opjiosed the motion and in doing so charged the 
OlovCTnmerit for breaking their solemn nlcilgcs given to Ihc .Wenibly during the last 
six years. Lala Rmnsamndas cndorseil the seiiiiinenis cx]trcssed by J’andit Kunzru. 
Mr. P. N, 8ap-u remarked Unit Mr. l>ow had inadn a very brief opening S|)ecch 
boeause ^ realised the weakness of his case. The (lovenimeiit of fiidia were, Mr. 
Sapru said, determined to put tiic Agreement through and in consulting the 
Legislature they were merely cmwting a farce. Mr. Sapru, in TOnclusion, apiiealed 
to Hindus and Muslims to sink their difi'ercnccs and work together with greater 
unity for the establishment of mi effective Self-Ci)vornme.nt inthont which they 
could not hojic to build up a stable et'oiioinic. system. 

The Council adjourned nine die afier passing by :U votes to 11 the certified 
Tarifl’ Hill cmlxMlying tlic Iiido-Hritish Trade Agreement, Ihe Muslim Jicagne 
Party remaining neutral. 
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I’nriT.K! AcOOtlNTS COMMITTEK REPORT 

Tlic first (lay’s j>r(K-caliiig8 of the hiulgct s<>ssion of the Assembly, held at New Delhi 
on the 3pd. FEBHUARY 198«, jirovidwl Miniewhnt varied fare- an uneventful <]uesUon- 
hour, (hen an extrcimily lueid exposition by Mr. SiUyamurti of the intricai-ics of the 
Publie Accounts Ouiiimittec's work and lastly Sir Thomas Stewait’s acceptance of 
the motion, after a Insiled debate, for the appointment of a judicial tribnnnl enquiry 
into the recent railway disaster at llnttaribagh. Sir A’. N. Sircar's Insurance Act 
Amending Kill which runs into ;$T cl.mscH and Mr. Ogilvie's Bill to ensure discipline 
in tlic Royal Tiuliati Nu''al Force were next intriHlnccd. An unfavourable rcceptioti 
was twcorded to the latter, oven at the first reading stage. The Govemor-Oeneral 
disallowed, a few minutes previously, Mr. Axuf Ah’s adiourum(ait motion to protest 
against the eomposition ami terms of reference of the ftantlhnrst Committee, on die 
ground that its disciissiofi W'ouhl prove (IctriiuetiUil to the publie interest. 

Mr. Sati/amnrli next discusscsl the Report of the rublie. Accounts Committee, lie 
luwl a preliminary encounter with the Fiiuutce Mcmltcr regarding the Government’s 
motion seeking tlic aimruval of the .1 iottsc for the appropriation of nearly 121 lakhs 
tliree years ago tow'attls the payment of (crtain temiiorary loans out of the Railway 
JJepreeiation Kcaerve Fund. Mr. t'ulyamttrti’s objection, that it implied unsound 
jtrinciplc, Sir James t/rtpi/aiologelically brushed aside since infallibility in estimating 
ittcomc and e.xpcndir.iu‘e ho rcgtirdett as impossible of lu-biovcment though ho 
would not cotteede the point Unit umltsixwod oi sur)>liiscs sbonld Ire uliliBccl for 
reduction of debts. 

Rah way AeauPKNTfi—A w. JIotion 

Mr. Uohanlal Saxaia next moved an adjournment of the House and sahl that 
there had been a unanimous deniaiid for an ludcticndcut enquiry into tlie accidents 
at 10. 1. Railway end lie bad hoped dial lla^ (’overnment would a))j)oint such an 
enquiry comniiticc lefore llie Assembly met lo-day. /Ihc aiaddents, he said, had 
created a feeling of iiisocuvity amongst the travelling public, and would liavc serious 
reitcvcussions on railway rweipts. Ilefcrring (o Ihc lUscusskm in the Council of' Btate, 
Mr. Hitxcna said that he as a liiyinaii was not inepiinsl to believe diat a heavy engine 
could jump over 310 feet. It was in (he licat intcresis of the Government and the 
railway administration to appoint a comniitt<*c. Sir Abdul Halim Uhusnavi, in a 
lighting Bircoch, cliargcd the (.'ommuniciion Member anil the Railway Board for callous¬ 
ness in that none of them went over to sec things for theirrselves on die spot but 
left the whole thing to tlic goiienil niiuuiger, who, he said, was a ).'crson in the 
jHisitioii of an )U!C.uS''d. Sir Thomas Sfetvail, speaking with obvious emotion, 
denied the charge of callousness and poiiitisl to much circumstantial evidence in 
favour of the sabotagi theory—the scene of the accident generally being high, the 
embankment near the culvert and the time lH>ing late at night and the technique 
ill all cases being suspiciously similar. But a judicial tribunid he to apixnut 

as 8<xm ns the personal and terms of reference bad been decided upon. 'I'he House 
passed die motion without division. 

IXIUA’S Wri'HIlRAWAI. FROM DK.ttUJR 

4th. FEBRUARYThe Assembly had iion-oilicial resolutions on die agenda 
Ui-day. Too first of Uiese moved by Mr T. S. A. (Ihsttiar Tccommendcd that im- 
modiatc steps should be taken to give notice of India's inlentioii to witlidi-nw from 
die Ijcagiie for the reasons, among odiers, that die Isjimiie had failed,to implement 
the provisions of Avth le XVI of die Uiveiiuiit against Covenanl-hreakiiig members 
of the League. Mr Clieltiar said that never had the 1/mgiie faihsl more grievously 
in its piirjiose duui in rwciit years and r<(ferr«l to the case of Abyssinui, Bpain and 
Chino. He argiiwl that India jiaid ten lakhs to the Li'ague aiiiiiuvlly and got vei^ 
little return. 

Three araeiidmenis were niov((d. 'llic first was moved by Mr. Joshi seeking 
to Bubstiliile ill place of Mr, Ciicltiar’s resolution, aiiudier cxjaossiug India's 
Uissatisfaetioii with Ihe failure of the lasigiie on iimjor I'olitical issues and recom- 
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mending that India Rhoidd put loru'ard Itcforo the League proposals for making it 
a iMsttcr and more effective iiiHtnimciit to accomplish its aims and for India’s more 
effective ]>arHci|>ation in its work and also recommending tliat India should take 
steps to secure acceptance of her )>rutiORals by the Ijcague. tiir Ram AU move<l Uie 
HCc^md amendment that unless the Letmne agreed to mluce^ India’s contrilnition to 
200,000 francs with elihet from l!Ml Jiidia should give notice of withdrawal. Mr. 
Ahdul Qai'iiuvi by a ^ird amendment wanted to add among the Tcasous for 
withdrawal that Great Britain followed tui utterly wrong policy in ralestine in 
contravention of Artid XXI1 of the Covenant and in disregard of Indian 
feelings. 

During discussion, Mr. Avanashflivgam had an easy task in pointing out the nu¬ 
merous failures of the Tjeague and found considerable supiwrt in Bir N. N. Bircar's 
outspoken comment at the last session of the I.eaguc defining India’s attitude. Mr. 
N. M. Joshi and later Mr. James and Sir Abdul Humid—&\\ referred to the 
valuable work of the League iii economic sphere when the world reconstruction on 
the basis of intcniatioiial collaboration must take plitce if India Icclieved in the 
licague ideals making a worthy contribution. Sir Rasa AU viewed the problem 
somewhat differently ; assocuution with the League, he recognised, was usefid, but he 
reckoned the present cost too great. With cunsidcrukiy reduced contribiiliou which 
Mr. Spence iiointed out from fhe (fovennnent side, would mean a reduction from, 
forty-nine to seven or eight units in the League exi>endilure he recommended 
staymg in, but not otherwise. Mr. Ahdul Qaiyuia talked on Palestine as one of the 
many reasons for the withdrawal, which Sir Yamin Khan atlmit.tc<l, compelled the 
Muslims to vote for the resolution. He titilised tlie otx-asion for a slashing attack 
on Government’s Wariristan operations. 

Closure at this stage was iwecptcd by .07 to 43 voles. Mr. Joshi's amendment 
was put and rejected by the same number of voles, the Congress and (he Muslim 
liCaguc parties voting together. Voting on other amendments would take place on 
the next non-oillcial day as the time came for tlic adjournnient motion on Burma 
which was moved at 4-l,'> p. m. 

Adjouunmekt Motion on Buuma 

8ir Abdul Halim Ohuznavi next moved his adjournment motion and, in doing so, 
recalled his opixwitiou to the separation of Burma as it would adversely affect a large, 
ntimbcc of Indians, ptulicularly Iiulian Mitssalmans who had settled there, Hir Ghnxnavi 
also referred to the assurances of his Majesty’s Government that the lives and interests 
of Indians would bo iwoiieily safeguardetl after separation and asking what had become 
of that assiiranec. He added, ‘1 am sure the whole might of the army, navy and 
air force would have been turncil to Burma if one European bad been lolled. The 
fact that the victliiis were Indians made die dillemnce and left the Government of 
India cold.’ 

Sir Jagdish Prasad, in the course of his reply on belialf of the Government, 
bo|ied the ixisition of Indians tlicrc could lie safe^iardcd by negotiations on the basis 
of goodwill. If the situation should continue to deteriorate the use of other wea]K>iis 
may bo forced on the attention of the Government. The suggestion had added 
siguidcance in view of Mr. Anantasayanam Iyengar’s detiniic statement tliat, after 
all, Burma took only 11 crores worth of goods from Indui ngauist our ira|)orls of 
20 crores and trade agreements couhl Iqatininlely take into lujcount other factors, 
llie house warmly endorsed his argument that the interests of Indians, whether 
ill Burma, Ceylon or Malay iStates mild not lie sacrificed without every ellbrt 
being made on their behalf, 'lids, following his revelation tliat a party is growing 
up in Burma believing in the eviction of Indians from the country by mcthtxls of 
violence, seemed a necessary reminder that die Government of India were not so 
helpless as tlie extremists in Burma believed. The qncstioii of compensation, it 
seemed, had been taken up with the Secretary of State and that the Governinent 
of India’s otter of lielu the Burma Government in the sliaiie of ixilicc and military 
assistance still shxxl tlioiigli the latter so far had not nceepted it. 

Among other notable speeches wore those of Mr. James, Mr. Anantasaynam 
and Mr. Satyamurti'. Mr. .Tames wanted the ixiwers of the Agent widened so as to 
include all matters and apiicahKl to Kir Jagdish Prasad or Bir O, 8 Bajpai to go 
to Burma on bdialt of the Government of iiidia. Mr, Anantasayanam thought the 
Burma Government bad allowed the situation to get out of hand by allowing the 
press and youUi leagues to preach aiUi-lmliaii doctrines with impunity. 
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DISCUSSION OP OFFICIAL BILLS 

ImmjE-TAX Amend. Bir.r. 

6th. FEBRUARY :—The niiiciidmcnls made by the Council of State in the Income- 
tax Bill occui)ieil most of the sitting of the Assembly to-day and asscntc<l with three 
amendments moved by Messrs. Santanam and Annntanayonatii Ayyanyar which 
were accejAed by the (lovernment. The Bill would be shwttle-cockcd to the Upiaw 
House t^sain ami from there to be jaissed into law. Sir Jame$ OrUjg, moving!; 
for its consideration, hoprsl that the House wonld j) 0 t be nmliily alarmed 
by the long list of (>;1 amendments. He assured the House that they introduced 
no new question of |ii‘inci)dc but mainly corrected tlm drafting mistakes. Some 
amendments were c(tns(^uential to the changes made by the Assembly or carruid 
out the undertakings given there. 

In the course of the consideration of clauses Unit followed, Mr. Sri Prukasa 
ilrew attention towards the need hi improve the amenities provided to income-tax 
oHices for the comfort of tiic assessciw who were asked hi appear there with 
books for examination. Tlie explanation of this iirocislnre once given to Mr. 
Sri l*rakasa by an olliccr was tlial that oflicer wanted to discover by coin|vurisoii 
the entries in the book relating say to payments to doctors oi’ lawyers with llie 
books of those doihirs or lawyers. This, .Mr. Hri Prakasa said, was inquisitorial 
inwetMling ami unnecessary. Messrs, {jalchand Nnvdhai anil ISadri Duti Panda 
assiKuatcd themselves tvUh tlie demand for the improvement of income-tax ollice. 
Sir James Cfrigg explained that miich of what seemed harassment to assessees 
was reidly explainable by the ox|ierienee of tlie dcjiartmont that if the returns 
sent_ by Uie assesses were not scrutinised the revennes stood to lose as much 
as ilO per cent. Steps, however, had liccn taken against undue hardships or 
carelessness. Ucganling improvemettt of amenities, SSir .Tames tirigg said that 
this meant money and if the Bill pnxluceil all the money expected of it then 
some more umciiities could be providcil. 

INDIAN MKllOHANT BlHPl'INli AM15N)>. Bu,I. 

The House then took up fnrtlier consideration of Uic Bill to amend the 
IniUan Merchant Hliipping Act moveil in the onrlicr session by Sir Mohammad 
Xafrvilah to regularise the institution of iirovhlenl. fund sehemo for seamen 
olliccrs introiliiceil h)’ the Siandia Stwim Navigation (Jomj'any and the British 
India Steam Navigation Comptuiy. .Sir Mohammad Zafarullab Khan, replying, 
said that there was no dispute alioiit the provisions of the present Bill 
bill certain suggest ions were mmlc ahmit wmic nspcids of sncli scliemes wliieh 
should be iHirnc in mind by the (Jovernmeiit when iinproving them. He was, 
however, unahlc lo give the jKjsitive assurances dciuandoil by Mr. .Toslii iHX-mise 
of Uic desiruhilily of starting some whemes in order to make a desirable 
lu^nning. But, he added, the suggestums made wonlil lie borne in mind liy the 
tiuveriimcnt. The Bill wits llien passed by tlie House. 

Insuka.N(?e Ait Amend. Bini. 

'Hte House next agrccil to Sir N. N. Sircar's motion for refovonec to a select 
committee of his Bill to amend the Insurance Act. The Bill was inlrodiiectl on 
the opening day of tJie session on Fob. Messrs. A CheUiar, Anantasayanam 
Jymigar and S. Santanam, in_ supporting the motion, referrwl to a number of 
points to which tJic select committee should in their view give its utteniion such as 
the draft rules prepaitd under the Act, the exemption given to niarinc iiisnrmice 
Inisincss from provisions regarding keeping of account books and the evasion of 
provisions rcstrieiing the poreentage of i-ommission ji.nyulile to insnranec workei’s. 

J.ur. Reituhm Brr.t. 

A strong demand for jail reform was made in the course of Ihe debate on 8ir 
Jl. M. MaxwvU’s motion for rcferen<« to n scUvt eouinuttw of the Bill to amend 
the Indian renal Oisle and the (Viminal pris-ednro Ccsie. in order to alter tlie 
]uiiiiKhment prew’rilieil for habitual oflenders sneh as connterfnilers of notes and 
coins from simple im|irisoiiniciit of cither ihiscription. T'lie lloiiso passcil tlie motion. 

The Navae Dih<!Ii>i.ink Bhj. 

Moving the Indian Naval Keserve Fori-es Discipline Bill, Mr. Ogilaia, 
Defence Sercetary, staled that the Bill and its olijecis were short and sim]ile. 
llehnelly narrateil the history of Koyul Indian Navy and explaineil the classes 
to M'hich the Bill would n]iply. 'The lliwt of these, iianiely, the Itoyul Indian 
Fleet Keserve eoiisistod ot the ratings who had serveil their lime in the Koyal 



102 THE INDIAN LEOI8LATIVE ASSEMBLY [ new PBnm— 

Indian Navy and had retired on diacharKe or iicnsion and would corresiwnd 
to Army Besovvo. Tlio sra-oiid, namely, the Boyal Indian Naval Ilenorve would 
correspond to the Royal Naval Reserve of the United Kingdom and would consist 
of olliccTS and meti who luid followed sea us a profession. The Royal Indiiw 
Naval Volunteer Reserves in the Ifnitcd King<1um and its conntcrjwt in India 
was the Army in India Reserve Ollicers. These men would _ be <lrawn from 
amateur enthusiasts and those mercnnUlc iiuiriners who would like to have naval 
training. The main purpose of the Rill, continmsl Mr. Ogilvie, was to bring these 
classes under the Indian Naval Discipline Act. 'ihe second puriioso was to 
provide sanction to comt>cl reservists to olaiy summons. Hie Bill would eorresjmiid 
closely to the Reserve Forties Army Act barring a few differences. Mr. Ogilvie 
then ex])ltuned the provisions of tlic Rill. 

Mr. Bhulahhai Desni pointed out that l)y passing tlio Act of 1934 the 

Assemldy had merely created a Navy which it could not regulate and on whoso 
funds it lia<l no right to vote. The ele(;ted reprcsentativcjj in that House took 
tlieir stand on iJiis ]iriiiciple and voied agatngt the Rill then. The present Bill 

represented the second st4igc of a more insidious cluiracter in tlie tSovernmout’s 

f >rogrammc. How tlangcrons cxiension of |iow(!rs was intemled in the Bill would 
)c clear from the fact that whcrciis in the originsd Act any porsoii whose name 
was pnt on the tcscitc list could refuse to serve if he felt that such refustd 
woulu be in his country’s interest, the pre-sent Rill |iennlisc»J such refusal by 
two years’ imprisonment. It also sought tt> penalise refusal to undergo training 
with a fine of Rs. 20d. Tliis was reducing the reservist ]>o8itjon to conscript. 
Ho rcmoinbertxl (hat Sir .Tohn Anderson in « (went 8)>coch in England had 
Btattsl that the l)est way of prcvciKing conscriittion was for every able-l)odicd 

man and woman to offer himself or lierself lor enlistment. That might be all 
right in England but not India. Mr. Dcsiu had not concluded when tlie iJousc 
rose for the day. 

Ai).i. Motions Dibawxjwed 

7th. FEBBBABYThe Prnmdent anriouncctl disallowance by the Oovernor- 
Gciioral of two adioumment motions, one by Mr. T. 8. A. Chcftiar on training 
in aviation given at India’s exixinso (o Afghan students, and tlic other by Mr. 
Abdul Qaiyuin on the (foverinnent’s rcfuBal to consult lihe House on the rejwt 
of the Cliatfield Committee. The iVcsirfcwf fnlso niinoiiiK^l that the adjourn¬ 
ment motion on (he non-inclnsion of an Indian Muslim representative in the 
Talestine Coiifcr 9 noe had been disallowed by the (Jovcmor-Gcneral. 

Thk Navai. PtsoiPUNE Rii.i. (contd.) 

Concluding his uniinished siKwch, Mr. Bhulahhai Desai declared that they 
were not prqaired to incur another nmmticipated eosjamditure which may lie 
incurreil from lime to lime on tlie giouiid that India’s coastline was extensive. 
It would bo accepting the burden for maintaining tire British Empire, at least 
the eastern part of fJte British 10m(;ire safe from aggression. Another ground 
of opiWBing the incasure, said Mr. Desai. was the manner in which tlie House 
was licing treated in Defence muUcrs. As a rmait example lie referred to the iiiisaiis- 
factory replies given (o the question of Afgliniis kung trainwl in India and the dis¬ 
allowance by the Govcviior-Gciiei'iil of tut adioiirnracnt motion on the same 
subject tliis moriiiiig. 'llic Rill. Jic warned, was fraught with tlangers so far os 
the expenditure was eonceriiod and was fraught with polii ics on whidi Rxe House 
had no control nor power to go into merits. 

Mr. Boyle, of the European (Iroup, )H>itited out that the Bill was a simple 
one exclusively dealing with tlic discipline of [iidioii Naval Volunteer Forces 
and was in no way im))ingiiig the general policy. He said Uiat the only issue 
was whether India rctpiired naval volunteers mid if volunteers were forthcoming 
they must be disciplined. 

Mr. Aiehil Chandra DuUa felt that while the title of the Rill was apparen¬ 
tly innocuous its real object was tlic ercHtion of an additional ]icrHoiinel as 
outlined in the statements and objects. He opiswed the Bill wbidi hie said was 
a deep laid scheme to ro|)e in an unwary l(^isliiiiirc. 

Mr. Jinnah traeeil the hislovy of the Navy Bill from 1927 when it was 
brought tip mid rejeided by tlio Assemldy. It was again brought up iu 1934 
when the House passed it, tliongh a large ksly of members had opposed it. 
The oppositioti then was liased on the ground that Indian L^islature bad 
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no voice on the control of the Navy, financial or otherwise, but only h:i<l the 
I>rivile4!;e of paying for it. Tliat ohks'tton rcniiuncd even now as strong as ever. 
Apart from tlic objection that the Naval forces remained under the conirol of 
the Admiralty and the British Oovernment, it was cxiKsded that tlic (Tovernment 
woiilii firstly create those forces and phice the whole scheme of rnlca before 
the House and then bring a Bill to provide for the discipline of the forces. 
Mr. .linnah dcclare<l that it was only this (lovcniment tlmt could act like this 
and tl\at it was only this eouulry wiierc it could act like this. 

Mr. Ogilvie, Defence Secretary, in a brief reply, said tlmt fn)m the general 

tenor of sixsvhes the result of ihc dei)aie, ns far as tiio mcmlmrs of the Opisisltiun 
were concernol, must lie taken to Ite a forgone conclusion. However, he would 
attempt to reply to the criticisms on the merits of the Bill. (Ibjection hivd been 
voiced against the riile-muking luiwers ls>ing given by the Bill to the central 
(Jovernment. The rule-nuikuig twvers, he )n)iiited out, were an executive function 
and therefore in the hivnds of the executive of tlic (lovernmeiit. It was not jKissible 
that the tJrovcrimient would make use of tliose (lowers to create new offences and 

new jmiiishments. Tlie rule making tKiwers could only lie nswl to ap))ly in detail 

the scidioiis of the Bill luid he could not give to tlic House in advance rules which 
had not heen made. It Inul been staled lliat tlie Bill intended to imiiress on the 
world witli enormous masses of reserves in liidiii. lie nx|>)ainod that the projxisals 
vigarding the four classes of reserves for which (irovisiun was contained in the Bill 
and said that altogctlicr they aiiticiiiatai I lint l.'KlO or 1C(X) reserves eonld be built 
u|i in 10 or 12 y<iars. 'fliis nninlicr wpulil not justify the description of enormous 
masses of rcsiwvcs and the British em]nni must be in a percarious condition indeed 
if it counted upon these It'iUi) rcaciwisfs to im|>ress Uio worhL As for the criticism 
that the Bill tvas all (icnaltics mid notliiiig else and that discipline should come 
after tJic forces were created, Mr. Ogilvie said that all tliat the Bill intendcil to do 
wivs to bring die reserves under the liidiiiii Naval Disci|)linc Act. Notlibig more 
was intcndetl mnl nothing more was wmiloil. Tlie Hovernment had full authority 
to raise reserves under the <TOvcrnnient of India Act and it was not raising these 
reserves that wore souglit to he providisl in tlic Bill hnt only their discipline. 
As rtgartls the charge of nou-coojieration with tlie t)i>]io8ition, Mr. Ogilvie tlionght 
tliat some of diose who had nuwlc the charge were a little dililonll to co-o|ieratc with. 

Mr. Ogilvu's motion was put to vote nml rejetded by uC to 45 votes. 

Punuf Ao<!oijivts Oomm. Bkpout (oontd.) 

When the House resumed diwuission on the J’liblic Accounts Committee 
VP.|H>vt, Mr. B. D(ta gave iiistanccs allowing that the House was liciug kejit in ignora¬ 
nce nixiut extravugiiiit items of cx(sjn<liture. He oiiiiicil that there was a distinct 
encroachment on the rights and privili^cs of the anditor-genernl and efforts were 
being made to reduce the control cserviscil by this ofiicer. The members of the 
Home dcfiartmont, Mr. Das said, came unprc|iarai to the coiiiinittec. lie could not 
iiuilerstaml the reason for this as at present this dcjiartniciit liorl nothing to do 
liarring the adminisorulion of Ajinet-Mcrwani, Dcliii, Aiidannuis and Nico^rs. Yet 
lie found the offli ials concerned iipiiearing witiioiit even rcailing the relevant adminis- 
I ml ion reports. 

Mr. Bamsau Scott concerned liimsitlf with the (Hirtions of 1930-37 rojiort 
dealing witli Railways, I’oat, Telegraphs mid Civil Aviation department. Ketorriiig 
to the loss of 12--1> laklis yearly in the Telt^raph dei>nrtmeiit, lie said, if this loss 
iivought down the cost of juxiss telegrams tiiis loss may Iw said to be a service of 
the pnhlic and ihercfore jusiifiable. Ihsdiiig with the Civil Aviation department, Mr. 
fV-olt h(>()ed that rtyiiig clulis in India, though originally started for s|>ort, would be 
used as a basis tif foundation of Air iori-c reserve and liel)) in tJic defenro of India. 
He also wiuiicd the (.iovcriimenl of India to take interest in gliding. He also wanted 
the centre to lead in industrial development of liuUa. 

CoAi, Minks H.iFirrv Bii.l 

8th. FEBRUARY '. —The safety in coal mines wits the olijective of a Bill intriKluccd 
in the Asscmlily to day by Sir Muhamnia>l Zufrulluh, 'Hie (iovoriimciit of India, 
is was statcfl, apiHiintcd a eommitleo, known ns the Coal-iuiniiig Committee in October, 
1931), to inquire into the tiicihods of cxtnwUng coal uiidergroinid in Bciignl, Bihar 
and the Central I’roviiiccs and reiiort on the measnres which slioiild bo taken to 
soeiirc the safety of workers to prevent tin avuidtiblo waste of coal. The committee 
advocated the adoption of stowing, f. e., filling with sand or other incombustible 
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tnatorial (he 8iw<c left by (he extraetion of coni to 8but with in the areas where 
there is an nrjrcnt and immediate danger of life or an ntgent danger of a substan¬ 
tial loss of eotil. The eommittec rceomincndcd that a eess of eight annas per ton on 
coal Including soft coke and twelve annas |>cr ton on hard coke should lie imjHjsoil, 
to be used mainly to defray the cost of stowing. 

Weuihts and Mkasuiiks Bri.L 

Sir Muhammad Znfrullak intro<ln<^od the second Bill designed to staiubirdi/A; 
weights throngbout Brilisii Inditi. The statement of the objofUs and reasons snilcs 
that tlu! <inc8tion of prescribing a scale of stamliird weights and measures tlironghont 
British IniUa has been under the consideration of the Government from time to 
lime. The constitutional imsition is that actMjrding to item 51 in the fwleral legis¬ 
lative list in the seventh schedule of the Government of Imlia Act, liW), the 
central Government is resiMuisiblc for the estahlishment of standards of weights, 
wliile the provini-ial Governments arc concerned wilii weights and measures. Ho fur 
as concerns weights, therefore, it is for the central Government to jnescrihe the 
standiirds. The enforcement and use of weights, based on theses stamlarils, is a 
matter for the provincial Government, The desirability of establishing standanls of 
weights has lately liceii constantly pressed niwn the Government of India and some 
linmn(X«s arc reported to have their Weights awl Measures Bill ready for introilnc- 
tion as soon as the mitral A< t estalilishing stamUirs of weight has been iHwsod. The 
Bill nccowlingly lias bmi prepared for prescribing ujiits of weights commonly used 
by railways awl in commerce, vii, tola, seer awl maund mid also iKiuitd, ounce, 
Jiundrudwdght and ton. 

GhU.D LAUOUU PROHUHriON Bili. 

The third Bill intriKluml by Bir Muhammad ZafruUuh sought to prohibit the 
cnijiloyineiit of cliildrcn under twelve in the following oeciiiiaUons: bidi-making, 
carpet-weaving, cement manufacture Including bagging of cement, cloth printing, 
dyeing and weaving, manufacture for matches, explosives, fireworks, mica-ciittiug and 
splitting, shelltic munufwturo, tanning and wtxal cleaning. The (Ksenpations ennme- 
mlc<l have been selected because they lu-c unhcaltliy or commonly accompanied by 
exttloitation of chihl labour, 'llic provincial Governments, who have bwn consnltal, 
were given full jiowcr to amend (he schcilnlc of occuyaitions. 

PU1U.I(: AoCOtlNTS (XlMMfrim’s BEWIRT {(JONTtl.) 

Mr. K. Santauam criticised the delay in eairjing out the rccommondalions of 
the I’ublic AciMimits Cbuimittce. lie. gave three examples in which delay had 
wjciirrcd. Ten years ago a recouimcmlation was made to take the census of the 
Ecvlcsiastical department. 'I'liat census had not yet been compiled. A))pnrently the 
Government were not willing to let the jieoplc know the exact amount of tlie oxjien- 
diture on that account lest there lie strong yirolcsts. 

'Ihc Assembly approvcil the aiipropriatioii of Bs. 121 lakhs actually made in 
lililB-S? from the railway surplus in that year for tlic reimyraent of temiioniry loans 
taken from tlic railway depreciation reserve fund. The President then wljoiiriicd the 
House. 

Miisum Divorce Law Bile 

nth. FEBRUARY 'Hie Assembly took up to-<lay the considorstion of Mr. Kasmi’s 
Bill to consolidate and clarify (he provisions of Muslim T^aw relating to suits for disso¬ 
lution of marriages liy women married under Muslim Iaw and to remove doubts as to 
(he effect of the rcniinciatioii of Islam by a married Muslim woman on her marriage 
tic. Mr. Kazmi made a brief speech in moving that tie llill, as rc|V)rte(l by the 
Hclcet Goromittcc, lie taken into cnnsulcratioii. Both Mr. Kazmi and Mr. Azhar 
Alt, who snpiiortcd him, regretted tliat the provision for a Muslim judge to deal 
with divorce under this Bill was deleted by (he Heieot Committee, Mr, Ashar Ali 
iKiintetl ont tliat a Kazi was a norssary clcnicnt for interpreting Muslim IHvorce 
Law. Mr. hfanalrai dealt with what apiwircd to him to be diffocts in the Bill, as 
it emerged from the Holcct Coiuinittoc, and he wanted these jioints to be claiitied. 
He also criticised the provision dealing with ipiostasy in the Bill. Mr. Ahdul 
Quyum felt tlwt the Bill, tis reimrlcd by the Kcleet Committee, was a bettor and 
clearer Bill. On the question of having a Muslim judge to try such cases, he was 
of the o)>inion that, where no Muslim jiuigo was available, it would be right to rely 
on the sense of fairness of non-Muslim judges. The hon. Bir Zafrullah Khan stated 
that be had very little to say at this stage on behalf of the Government. He ha<l, 
on the occasion of refcroncc to the Select Committee, mentioned (he difficulties 
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which woiihl liitvc niiuld it im|)(isnil>lc for tho Oovcniracnt to support tlie Bill. But 
now thiit the ScU'i't Oommittcc UsmI removed these dillicultios, the Bill luul tho general 
8iip|)ort of the (iovernincut. 

Tha_ llonse then imsscil the first rciutiiig of the Bill. 

During the deliilcil discussioii on the provisions of the Bill, the House accepted 
Mr. AnaHltixayiiitHnt Juv'ujur’it amcndnicut to delete, from among the grounds of 
divorce, tile sentence of imprisonment for two years and upwards on tho husband 
if he failed to provid>i for tlio wife (luring this (aitiod. 

An uiioxiKicIcd division after an hour and a half’s debate marked the 
afternuim discussion (in the Bill which Uxik place on an amendment moved 
liy Synd Murtaza Sahih IWiadur, who sought to cxeludc front tho grounds of 
divorce the right of a Muslim woman to rciaidiate a marriage t>crformeil by her 
father during her iniiiurily. The mover, wuo was sup|iortcd by Syud O-hulmn lihik 
Nitiriiv!/, urges! that iiorinally the father woidd not isi a party t«» a marriage which 
would lie detrimental to the ijiterests of the girl. The amendment was opiioscil by 
a number of siKiakcrs, wli;» cited inslaiicxis where fathers had acted ivgaiiist the 
interests of their _ daughters for iicciiniary or other gains. The amendment was 
pressed to a division and losi. by 27 votc.s to 12, voting being free. 

The House next acccptol two amendments by SyuJ Murtaza Snhih, by which 
the clause relating to rep idiation by a woman, of a marriage tierformed by her 
father or giiardiau during her minority, was altertHl so iw to enatilc tho woman to 
repudialo before her eightieiiUi year a inurriii/go that look place before her fifteenth 
year. .Mr. Lalelmnd yaoalrai’ii amendment to delete tJie clause, by which conver¬ 
sion to a faith olJicr thaii fslam woiilil not Ofieratc to dissolve marriage, was 
rejected, while Mr. SiuUavum’s aimmdment, which providoil that, after such rcuunein- 
tion or eonvorsion, tJie woman would lie eiiablcil to obtain a dissolution of her 
marriage on any of the grounds of divorce providcil in tlic Bill was auee)>tod. 

I’larlier, Shut rarmanand atteniptcil to introduce, among the grounds of 
divorce, rciiunciarioii of Islam or conversion to a faith other than Islam. The 
amendment was opiwscd by Hir Zafrutluh Khan, who e.xplaincd that, if it could be 
jirpvcd in a court of law tnat this was a rci-t^uiscd ground, for divorce, the point 
niiscd by Bhni ParmauuiKl’s amciidmoiit was covered by tho last of the grounds of 
djvorce in the Bill uaiiioly, “any other ground which ts recognised as valid for tho 
diss(|lutiut) of marriiHtos under Muslim Isiw”. When tho House adjourned detailed 
consideration of the ‘dauics hiul nut coucludwt 

India and Dbagub of Nations 

lOjh. FEUIUJARY The .Assembly started to-day with a division which the 
()|i|)ositioii won on Mr. T, S. A. ChcHiar'a resointion asking for the withdrawal 
from the lAnignc of Nations of India. The resolution, willi Mr. Ahdul Qaiyum's 
iimendineiit wliich was |>asse(l by 55 to <15 votes, ran thus : — 

“This Asscmldy recommends to the (lOvcriiot-ti’cnerid-in-Coimcil Omt immciliaie 
steps be taken under article 1 (3) of the tlovcuaat of the 1-oague of Nations to give 
notice of India’s intenuoii to withdraw from the Ijoagne for tho I'casun, among 
others, tliat tlic leaj'uo lias failed to implement the provisions of ai'tielc 16 of tho 
tlovcnant against Dovenaiil-bccaking members of the liCaguo, and also for the 
reason that Great Britain iuis ]iersistcd in following an utterly wrong policy in 
regard to Palestine in coiitravcnlioii of article 22 of Uie Covenant and open d^ 
regard of the feelings of the Indians in diis matter.” 

Indo-Borma Trade ( U»<sDT.A'riON ) Order 

The Congress ixirty’s resolution, recommending termination of the Indo-Burroa 
Trade (Bcgulation) Order, 1037, was then taken up. Chaudhuri Raghubir Narain 
Singh moved it in a maiden siKSuh in Ilindiisliuii. Tho resolution ran ns follows :— 

“The Asscmldy lecoiumcnds to the Govcrnor-Gcncral-in-Conncil that notice bo 
given on April 1, 1030. to tlic Governor of Burma for the termination of the Indo- 
Bnrma Trade (llcgidation) Order, 1037; stejis lie taken in eonsidtalion with 
the lenders of parties in the Assembly for Uic negotiations of a fresh trade agreement 
wlUt Burma and any settlement that may Ire arrived at slionld bo subject to ratification 
by this Assembly.” 

Chaudhuri Raghubir ffarain docLarod tluil no elaliorate arguments were necessary 
to Bupiiort the resolution which was 8clf-ex|daimtory. The present prosperous 
condition of Burma was l(^;ely due to Iiidhui entevpriso, caidtal and labour. It was 
tho misfortune of this country that wherever she stood to gain a situation was created 
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iindor which dissensions and intornceinc qnatrcls arose which were detrimental to 
Indian interests. The oxislinK conditions of Burma were disj'raecfiil and would not 
have boon tolerated if British interests were involved instead of Indian interests. 
India’s exports to Burma totaliod nearly Us. 10 croros wliile ira!K)rts came to Rs. 25 
crores. It the imimrls from Burma constituted tiic neeessitios of life their stop)>a!;o 
would eontrlbato to the self-suflicicney of India us far as those articles were 
conccrucd. 

Sir Mohammad ZafruUa, replying to the debate expressed considerable 
symjiathy with ihc viowfioints to which expression was t;ivcn by the supporters of the 
resolution O "ho two lines of arKumcrit advanced one was political and the otiicr 
cjonomio. 'I'he political field was one in which ho did not trcs]rass because it did 
not bdotiR to hts deiwrtmcnt and lieeausc it hiul boon discussed recently in the 
House. The rocent developments in Burma rovcaleil a degree of deterioration in the 
relations between Indians and Burmans the cordiality of which he had been delighted 
to notice early in 1936 when be visited that country. He felt as much grief and 
indignation as any other member of the Honsc. He added: 'We must not, however, 
forgot that the rclatfonship between Burma and India is not a temporary one. All 
of ns hoiie that what has recently happened is an isolated instance of impulsiveness 
and excitability on the part of a section of the people. The Burmese people are 
rather impulsive but tlierc is behind the happenings this long tradition of friendliness 
and coo|>cration. 'Hie speeches on this resolution have been such that nothing has 
iKxsn said to make it more difficult titan the restoration of friendly relations between 
Iho iteoplcs. Dealing with the economic as|icct, Sir Mohammcil /afrullah said that 
ho thought that on the ono hand it would not be denied, not even by Mr. James nr 
the Burmese iicoplc, in that Burma had done very well indoorl out of the trade 
arrangements, (llear, hear). Yot the picture was not altogether so blank on the 
other side. It was tnic that the lialanec of trade was heavily in Burma’s hivour 
hut out of the toUl trade amounting to 25 crores, well over 20 croros represented the 
rice, petrol, silver, and kerosene. Taking the (iucstion of rice India’s produce of 26 
or 27 million tons was insullieicnt for tlic growing population of the country. She 
was therefore com)icllcd to import about Ij million tons. Supiiosing the 
duty of eight annas (icr owt. was imimsal tlic procoeilB woidd lie IJ croros. Who 
would pay for this ? It would mainly be iwid by tlic same people who produced 
rice in this country ami they would \»ay in order that the price of Uioir own rice 
should rise a little. He was not saying Uiat this w.aB a conclusive argument but 
it woidd illustrate that the solution was not so easy as might lie imajdned. “The 
whole of this matter was iimlcr the active consiacration of the Government of 
India and I merely wished to emphasise in my observations the fact that it is 
not a simple question but there arc several as|)octs to he studied.” 

The resolution was passed without ilivision.” 

Out in Govt. SBavANT’s Salaries 

Sami Venkatachelam Ohctty'n resolution, recommending a cut in Government 
servant’s salaries, was next |iasscd by the Assembly without division nfUw n OO-rainutes' 
debate during whicli Sir James Origg in a two-minutos’ reply declined to define Bio 
Govornmont’s attitude. The rosnliition asked tliat a cut in the salaries of above Rs. 
lUO of all grades of omiiloyccs in the Government of Imlia lie ini|xiscil with circct 
from April 1, lOiJO. The House acceiitcd Pandil Lakshmikanta Maitra's amendment 
to restrict the cut in salaries of above Rs. 200. The resolution and the amondmont 
when put licforc the House wore carried witliont division, the Government remaining 
neutral. Qlic Assembly then adjourned till Uic 1.3th. 

Railway Budget for 1939-40 

ISth. FEBRUARYTlic railway estimates presented by Sir Thomas Stewart 
in the Assembly to-day forecast for ltKl8-39 a survilus of 2.05 crores against 
a surplus of about 2} croros originally estimated, and for 19;50-10, a snrjilus of 
2.13 crores. 'llic revised estimate of surplus on railways for 1938-39 is less than tile 
actual suriilus of last year by aliout J crorc. Tho decrease is duo mainly to in¬ 
crease in working expenses. The total tnittie receipts of State lines arc expected 
to roach 913 crores—about J crorc less than last year and 40 lakhs more than 
the origmal estimate. The total working cx]x»iucs arc a little over &3J crores inclu¬ 
ding 12J croros or dcpieciation, or about 8 crorc more than last year. The snrifius 
of 2 crores will be paid to Central revenues. It will fall short of full contri¬ 

bution by 21 crores. The balance in the depreciation fund will stand at 24} crores. 
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Hie budget (»tijr»fttc fov 1939-40 (isHumrat troHie loctcipls of 943 crorcs—10 
IiddiB more thou in the current year. The total working exiicnses will amount to 
(vij crorcB and will be 3 crorc more than in the current year. The balance of 
de]>rcciation fund at the end of the year will be crorcs. 

The gross total works programme is 15 ciwcs. Of this amount 3 crore is 
proposed to 1)0 Bpont on Himl Right Ihuik FccdcrB and Khadro Nawabshah 
Uailways. Rs, 5 lakhs for I’itlioro Taiido Mitjuikimn and Ra. 1 lakh _ for 
Kfmhipur Kalngarli Itailwaya have also been provnleiL The last two projects 
arc still under disciission with the provincial Oovenimcnts concerned. 
'iWck renewals account fos 43 crorcs, l)riilgc work for 3 crorc, other 
structural works fiir il.J crorcs, includuig alxiut a croro for purchase of South 
Bihar Railway, and rolling shK-k for 5 crorcs. The programme includes provision 
of aixmt 2,(190 general service wagons to nuiet uicvcasc in trairic demands, of which 
al)out 2,500 nio broad gnage general servua! wagons to be ad(lcd to the i)ool. 
After making deductions, totalling 13 crorcs, from tlic above gross figure for certain 
credits and for reduction in stores iudaina) and an allowance (2J crorcs), based 
on ))n8t ox])cricucc for niiforcsccii cicluys in the execution of works or in obtaining 
BU)>plics, the net amount of the prograiniiie is 11 crorcs. 

Sir Thomas Stewart stated tluil (lovcriiincut had decided to purchase the South 
Bihar Itailway and the Hardwar Dehra Railway, l)uth of which were pitying 
pro])osition8. He also mentioned the purchase by two railways, the North-western and 
the Madras and iteutlieru Mahrattii, of a Hnl>stnntial interest in two private limited 
com]>nnics running motcir buses on roads in certain imiMOrtant areas. 

Referring to tlie recent disasters on Indian railways, he said; 

I refnx:t to have to record the occurrence of two major disasters in the year 
under review and however much we may lx> convinccil that these disasters arose 
from circumstances not within our control, this in no way lessens our sense of 
horror, or detracts fiom our sym^stthy with those who sulfcrcd. I do not wish to¬ 
day to enter upon any controversial topics, but I would ask our critics, both inside 
tins House and clscwncrc, not to forget our past record in respect of the safety of 
our railways. It is i psychological phenomenon not conlined to India that a large 
scale disaster may in a moment destroy the public confidence built up over a long 
lierhal of less eventful years. That confidence once destroyed is most difliuult 
to restore, and I would ask Unit no unfair obslaclc~I do not refer to legitimate 
criticism— l)c oil'crcd to tliat most diflicult process. I voiitiirc to think that there is 
no cause for ]iuoic. 1 Ic concludcil willi lui cx)>rcssion of thanks to the whole of 
Uic railway stall' for Uicir co-oi>cralion in tiic atlniinislration of his dcjiartmcut. 

The fullowiiig table gives llie essential figures of tlie Railway Budget 

L In crorcs of 
Rupees J 



Accounts 

1937-38. 

Revised 

Estimates 

1938-39. 

Budget 

1939-40. 

dross Traflic Receipts (btate lines) _ 

Working 10x|)cnHes (iiicluding depreciation) 

Net Receipts 

Net MisojUancous Ihx'cipts 

05.01 

(0.94 

32.07 

—•05 

!M.(r) 

03.55 

31.10 

Zi 

04.75 

04.25 

30.5(1 

Net Revenue 

Int. Charges 

2UJ2C 

3I33 

29.28 

31.(X) 

28.90 

Suri)lus 

2.7(5 

1 

\'s 

2A3 


The gross total works programme is 15 crorcs. 

Of this ainount, 3 crorc is proposed to be spent on Hind Right Bank Fealcvs 
mal Ixluidro Nawulisliab Itailways. Us. 5 lakhs for I'iUioro Taiido Millmkliuu and J*s. 
Illukli for Kasliipur Kala^'iirh llailways have also been provided. The last two pro- 
jeets arc still under <Uscussion with the IWinciul (lovcrimients concciiied. 
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Track renewals account for Ks. 4J crorcs, briUiic work for Es. | crorc, other 
structural works for Es. 3J erorca incliidiiii' nl>out a erore for purchase of South 
Bihar Eailway, and roiling stock for Its. 5 crorcs. 

programme inchidcs provision of about 2,660 general service wagons to 
meet increase in trafllc demands, of which idmiit 2,500 arc broad gauge general 
service wagons to be added to the |X)ol. 

After making deductions, totalling 13 crorcs, from the above gross figure for 
certain ertmits and for roluction in stores litiluncc and an allowance (2J crorcs), based on 
j^t espencncc for unforeseen delays in the exowition of works or in obtaining supplies, 
the net amount of the programme is Es. 11 crorcs. 

_ Eeferriiig to the further action taken by railway administration on the recommen¬ 
dations made by the Wedgooil Committee siiu'c last year, Sir Thomas Btewart 
menUtmed the strengthening of the eommorcial siilo of the TYaflic Doiiaitmcnt on 
various railways to permit of the expansion of their activities in regard to publicity, 
canvMBiug mid commercial research, the remedial measures being triwl on a large seme 
to reduce the high incidence of locomotive repairs and so release more engines and more 
wagons for servictt_ research regarding the production of white metms for use in 
bearings mid the discovery of a treatment of indigenous raiic oil which is likely to 
make it eminently suitable as a constituent of locomotive axle oil. 

Sir Thomas Stewart stated that the Government had decided to purchase the 
South Bihar Eailway anil die ifardwar-Dehra Eailway, liotli of whicJi wci'e paying 
propositions. He also mentioned the pnreliaso by two railways, the North-Western 
imu tlm Madras mid Soutlicrn Maliratta, of a substantial interest in two private 
limited companies running motor busei on roads in certain iin])ortmit ureas. The 
following is the text of the Eailway Member’s s|)ecch: 

Bailway Membm-’s Speech 

Sir, I rise to nresont to tlie House the Euilwny Budget for 19'<9-40. Ijist year, 
on this occasion, 1 indicated that wc were fortunate in that a series of lean year 
appeared to have come to mi end, and I umhapiiy to lie able to say that the results 
of the year now coming to a close show no groat deterioration in our position. I 
only wish that I hod the coiilideiicc to claim that the tide had turned and that we 
could now look forwanj to an era of jirospcrity ; but, in present world eoiiditioiis, I 
am sure this House will agree that such coiitidencc would be iiniustilied and wc 
roust therefore continue to take the less iinaguialive, but undoubtedly safer, short 
view of our fulura 

Financial Kksui.ts oe 1937-38 

When I prescntal the current year’s budget, I ex])cctcd that the Hurjilus for Uic 
year 1937-36 would be 2.8;1 crorcs. '/his csliiuiitc of iJie net jioHitioii jirovod almost 
exactly coircct, the actual suridus bring 2.70 crori-s. But Uic cslinintes wc made then 
of icceipts and working exivimcs were liotJi cxctsxlcil almost to an equal extent (about 
5 erore). Gomls eariiiiigs mainly aecouiitnl for tbc inijirovtnicni in receipts, the prin¬ 
cipal commodities contributing to it Iwiiig coni, mctnllic ores, wheat, munufactured 
cotton goods and grain. The increiisc in working cxwnsca is attributable main¬ 
ly to two causes —(1) fieiglit chargi's on coal, delays in the siqiply of which from Uie 
mark(4 earlier in the year tended to augmoiil the transi ortof thm coiumudity in Bic 
closing mouths of the year beyond our evitimntcs, and (2) the licavicr expenditiirc on 
repairs coiisceiucnt oii the increased volume of trotlic and Uie general rise in the price 
of materials. 

Eevised lisTiMATia FOK 1936-39 

Let us turn now to our rcviswl estimates for the euiTciit year. When the original 
budget was framed, it was expocteel that Utc total traflic receipts in rcs]>cct of slale- 
owiied lines would be 9<1J crorcs, tlic same as wc then cxjiectcd lor 1937-38, and Urn totid 
working cxiienses including dcprcciuUau C2J crorcs. Taking into aceount luisc^llaiioons 
receipts and expenditure, the net railway revenue was cstiinatal to Iks over 313 crorcs. 
Interest charges were plocscd at less tlimi 294 crorcs, leaving a surplus of a little 
over 24 crores. Our lu t'sciit cxpcctnUoiis are that our total receipts will be 944 eroTC», 
and the total expenditure, including dqsreciaUon, a little over (KJJ crores. Miscell¬ 
aneous receipts will exceed miscellaneous ex)KsndUiii'c by a quarter of a crorc, and tlie net 
railway revcimc is now cxp«acd to be 314 croies. After- meeting interest charges 
estimated at 293 crorcs, our sundus is placed at a little over- 2 crores. 

As indiesated above, our rc(ei|its arc exjKsuted to go beyond our original auticifsa- 
tions by less than half a erore, while our workiisg cx)iciiscs are likely to go up by a 
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crore. In rogard to rficoiids, whoii we framed the roviaed estimate for 1937-38 and the 
budfuct for 19iJ8-39, we did not cxiXKst liKW-iiB to be us wrosiierons ns tJic event distdosed 
but, in spite of the uncertainty rr^awling Kcncral tnule and international conditions 
and apprehension Umt conditions might grow worse, we expected (he same 
receipts for 19;i8-39 aster l$i:J7-:i8. In our estimate of the comparative receipts of the 
two years, wo are not likely to be far wronir, Ihougli the figures for Imlh are now 
higher than earlier estimates. Wo now antici|mtc that our totid tratTie retteipts will be 
94S crores against 95 crores in 1937-38 ami against our original estimate of ftlj crores. 
'Jliough, up to the 2t)tli January 19:i9, approximate receipts were level with last year’s 
we liavc two rctrsons for Inking the lower figure for l!):!8-39. In the next two months, 
we apprehend a slight dolcriornlion owing to llte fact that railway coal has moved 
earlier than usual 'his year in the eliortfo relieve trallic congestion in tlic busy months. 
Further, towanis die end of last year, ive hiul the additional earnings accruing from 
the abnormal Kumbli Mela passenger trallic. The trend in j)asscngcr anil gotsls tmtlic, 
considered se|iarately, lias been liitherto somewhat unnsiinl. While the former showed 
a lictterment of about 97 lakhs aiul the latter a worsening of 41 laklis u]> to the 10th 
Jidy, the relative imsition was completely reversed liy the lOUi .Tuniinry. Gootls 
earnings have gone iin by 40 lakhs, while imsstmger receipts arc down by about the 
same amount. Oil seeds, cotton and sugar arc the primupal commodities which have 
contributed to the addilionul (>arnings under giHMls. Metallic ore and coal traflic 
iwcipts have fallen continuously, Uie latter owing to shorter lends. 

As rcgartls exixmdilurc, wc now nnticii nie that working expenses, including 
depreciation, will Ic tkij crores against actual exp.eiiditiire of a little less than (S 
crores in 1937-;i8 find iigaiiist our original estimate of li2J crores. It should not be 
concluded that this iiu rcasc siguifics miy rclnxalion of our efibrts ter cionomy in 
operation. These coiitinue unabated. But ter sevenil causes Uic increase is, we fear, 
inevitable. Tliis yonr as is well known, the price of our coal has liccn higher nud in the 
efl’ort, on the linos suggo-ited liy the Railway Eiapiiry Committee, to increase enniiiigs 
by att'ording improvotl facilities to the pnblUt and to reliiin trallic in Die face of 
(iompctilioii wiUi other forms of troiis|K)rt, the luilcjigc we arc rnnning is on the 
increase with a consctiucut inereasc in coal consumption mid rc)>air8 to rolling stock. 
Wc lU'c feeling, too, in some measure, the etlWus of our economics during recent 
years. The dimini died scale of our purchases of rolling stock in that periixl lias 
resulted in a rise in the avcragi^ age of our sUv-.k, witli a conseiiuentiul inertaso hi 
Uic cost of iiiaiiititining it. Nor can the hu-t of tlic riw in tlic price of iimlcriuls 
necesstu-y for r<!pairs be igiioroil. 

Bppoet Ehtimatk Foil 1939-10 

Turning now to the estimate for 19:19-10, nonoiiriiblo Mrmbei-s are aware that 
the general trade comliiious and the internatioiiid situation are still full of uii- 
ceriaiiity and preclude our making a foriHust with tmy dci'rcc! of eonlidoime. In the 
hoixi that, it any elmngi's oiautr in geiiend conditions next year, ns comparai with the 
current one, their efl'ect in our revenues will not lie stwere and taking into tu-coiiiit 
tlie incidental fiwt that, next year being a leuj* year, wc sliidl have an tuldiiioiml 
tlay’s cariungs, wo have iilaeeil our csUinnte of recei)>t8 a little higher tlian our 
in-csenl expeelalions for the current y«ir at 111? crores. As between ))nssengcr and 
giMsIs trallic^ wo Inivo jiroviiled for a slight fall in Uie lorniev and a slight increase 
in the latter. Our net miscellaneous receipts un* expected to sliow a licttcrmciil of 
over J c.rorc. 'niiwc will lie, however, it is ex|)e< led, an increase of 5 erorc in 
ordinary working I'xpcnscs, hringiiig down the net revenue to alioiit dciorc less lluiu 
in tlic current y«ir, the contribution to the ileprwuatioii fund slamliiig piractUailly 
at llie same ligiirc as in 19:t8-;i9. The iiileresl cluirges being, however, about i 
erorc loss owing to fail in rale, wc cxiioet a HiiniluH slightly over the current Year’s 
(2i;i laklis aguinsl 905). 

MOPUHT 0.\l'lTAr. I’UOIIUAMME 

Onr capital programme for the eonslriidion of now railway lines is a modest 
one. It relates mainly to the Ihret! Hind projwls to which I referred in my 
lust budget BiHieeh and whieli arc intendul to wrve Urn now fertile areas recently 
•levelojied by the Lloyil Bainige. Of tliese jirojeets, tlic Sind Right Ilank 
Feeders Railway, ter wdiieh 73* laklis has been i>rovid«l, is cxiiected to be 
eomplcled next year. The Kliadro-Nuwabsliali line also will make very substantial 
pviigress. 1 regret (o inform Uie House that the i’iUioro-Tnndu Milhakbaii 
Railway, wliich has bwn iiichidcd in our pruj^nimnic for Uic last two ywirs, is 
still under discussion witli Uic Siinl Ooveniment. A small sum has also Itecii 
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ytrovidnd, in case it should l)c ultimately dnuded to proceed with the construc¬ 
tion of the Kiishipiir-Kiilas^arh iino, a project which we arc now considering 
in consultation with the Oovernment of Uic United provinces. 

PuECHARH Op Soiirii Buiae Railway 

Our next year’s programme for ojicn line works is on a somewhat larger 
scale than the current year’s. The gross fignres am 11 crores against 12J. The 
largest single item in this programme is the provision of about one crorc for 
the purchase of the South Bihar Railway, for which the rental paul by Govern¬ 
ment under tire existing contract works out to nimnt IJ ixir cent, on the pur¬ 
chase price. It will bo residily apitreciated that, at the i>rcscnt rate of interest, 
the purehiisc now is a luiying projxisition, and it has received tlic concurrence 
of the Standing Finmicc Oommittce fur Riiilways. Five crores luivc been provided 
for rolling stock. I can assure tlic Honsc that this exiicnditurc is kept down 
to the absolute minimum compatible with trallie rccinircmcnts. The figure has, 
however, been airccted by the rise in the ]>ricc of iron and steel caused by the 
rearmament prrrgrammo in otlicr parts of the world, to which I drew attention 
last year. Last year I referred to tlic contracts which, ns a measure of ]>rudcncc 
and economy, we decided to enter into in 1037-;i8 with the Indian Wagon buil¬ 
ding firms for the supply of 6,00j broiul gauge general service wogoiis to be 
spretul over three years. The last instalment of this supply will be of 2,')00 
wagons in 19o9-40, mid for tliis a sum of about crores has been provided. 
For expenditure on track renewals we have ]>rovidal crores and for bridges 
and other structural works 9,1 crores. t)ur gross cxiicndilnrc under ojicn line 
works, after allowing for various credits, is exiicctcd to be 12i crores. In accor¬ 
dance, however, with the priw-tiec for some years now btused on our experience 
that railways have been unable to s))cnd the gross amount arrived at in our 
estimate, we have rtsluccd the total demand to lOJ crores. Of tliis, we cxiiccitj 0,1 
crores will be met from the <lc|)rccintion fund. Thitsc, Sir, are the brood outlines 
of the financial picture. I shall now tuni to a few of the other osiiects of our ste¬ 
wardship for the year. 

Action op Wedgwood Kepoet 

Last year I gave to Honourable Members an indication of the action which was 
bdng taken on the various _ recommendations contained in the Rc)x>rt of the Wetlg- 
wood Committee. The Railway Board mid its associated iwlmiinstrations have not 
ceased from the search for increased cllicicncy and a second statement has Iiccn 
made available to the House giving complete information as to the further action 
taken. Honourable Memliers will observe for themselves that mucJi progress has 
been mode in implementing the recommendations of the CSommittec. I would, how¬ 
ever, make s]X!ciiu mention of a few of onr more striking advances. 

The Committee ompbasised the necil for strengthening the commercial side 
of railway administration and, bearing this in view, we have sauctioued the 
creation of ten posts in order to cx[)and our activities in regard to publicity, 
commereial research and direct commercial working. We have also sanctioned 
the creation of a sc]>arate commercial dc|>artmcnt, us a temyiorary measure for 
two years in the first instance, on tlic Assam Bengal Railway. Special elForts 
are binng made to utilise the publicity value of the Indian press—by this I luoiui 
newsjiapers published in Indian languages—and a camiiaign of continuous advertis¬ 
ing in respect of lower class travel has been uianguratcd cxixirimcntally on two 
rmlways. 

Locomotive Repaies 

The Committee drew attention to the very high incidenee of locomotive 
reiHiirs as a result of overheated axle bearings. It is obvious, of course, that u reduc¬ 
tion ill the hours for which a locomotive is in the repairs shops, must auto¬ 
matically release more engines for service. Last year I mentioned that the Rail¬ 
way B<»rd hiul placed a Senior Mechanical Engineer on siiccial duty to investi¬ 
gate the poHsibilitics of eliiniiiating this all too common defect in our rolling 
stock, and I am glnil to say now that cunstderoldu progress has liecn made in 
solving this long-standing mul vexations problem. We believe that the causes 
of the trouble have been duteriiiiiutd, anil large scale trials are now in progress 
to test the remedial incasiires which have been evolved. To justify our optimism, 
I may mention that tlic East India Railway lias succeeded in rctiuciiig tliciiumlier 
of rciwirs due to heateil licavings by some fA) iier cent during the last six mouths 
I for which we have statistics. 
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So hv SIS wa};ons arc coiiocnicil—and Iloiioiirablc Mcrabjjra will rosiHsi! that 
in |)oint of numbers silonc tliis is isrolBibly a miic.b more iin'Wtiiiit itcin tlian 
lo'>omof.ivra—si Btaiulinjj; Commiltee of tl«c Indi.-in Bsillwa^ CsMiferciieo Association 
hsw now jnst. forward rccummeiubitions for larjic scale trials on the broad gnni'o 
railways. Tlusse trials will lie undertaken, but Honourable Members must uinlcr- 
stand that this is more tlian a laboratory cxiierimeiit and it will be some consi¬ 
derable time before we have Uic datii on which we may frame a definite course 
of action for Uic future. 

Our research luitivitics have also extended, in collaboration with the Indian 
Bforcs .l)o))arlmont;, towards Uic production of while metals for use in boiirin;j:s 
and we have every hoiss that these researches arc approiuihiivj; a sucxicssful con¬ 
clusion. Of s|K!cial interest to those Honourable Members who arc interested in 
the use of the airricultural products of this country must bo the researches which 
have resulted in the discovery of a tresitnicnt of iudi;.;cnous rajic oil which shows 
promise of makiii;; it eminently suitable ns a consliUient of locomotive axle oil. 

The Navy Disoumank Bti.t. (oontu.) 

After Uic presenliition of the Railway Bnilf'ctj tho Assembly by fiO voto to 4(5 
refused iK>rmis8iou for tho rc-introduction of the Navy Discipline Bill recommended 
l)y the (lovernor-Ueiicral. 

Employment of Cihldhen Btu, 

The House (hen took up the bill to amend tho Employment of Children 
Act to as to prohibit the employment of children under 12 in certain daiiKcrons 
nr uidiealUiy occupations. 8ir Z ifaruUah KImh, moving tho bill, pointed out that 
Uie royal laliour commission had sn.i!:.i!:ested an u.u;e limit of 10 years, but as 
recommended by Uic provinces Uie (Government of India luid fixed the age at li. 
Mrs. Subbaroyan, webomin!? tlic measure, declared that her pleasure was tcmporeil 

with regret as tlie bill was not (xmiprcliensive enough and did not go far enough. 

Welfare propaganda had boon doing some good so far, but the need for legis¬ 
lation to sapjileniont welfare activities was an urgent nci'cssity. The House 
agreed to the first rciulhig of the bill iuul then took up eonsidemtion of the 
clauses. 

Mr. N. M. J<>$hi moved two nmendment-s, one seeking to raise the age limit 

from 13 to 15 years and Uic other to withdraw the )x>wcr given by the hill to Uie 

provincial Government to omit fiom the list of tbingcrons and iinhealthy ocimiia- 
tions given in Uie schedule. The first was rejected and the second was imsscd. 
Mr. Ifnnu Subedar moveil an amendment for Uic addition of a proviso to Uie 
eirci.'.t that the prohibiUon of the employment of I’hildrcn under 13 shall not apply 
to any school esuiblisheil by a provincial Govern ment or receiving assistance anil 
recognition from a jirovincial Government, lie c-xplained Uuit under tho Wardlia 
scheme of education some of the industrial proiresscs mentioned in the Act might 
lie carried on, but they should not lie treateil a.s a workshoj). Mr. Joshi considered 
the amciulment unnecessary because the prohibition of child laixmr would apply 
only to places where hired lalmur was employcsl. Mr. Bhulabhai Demi pointed out 
Uiat without tho amendment provincial (tovernmenls might not bo aide to shirt 
schools under the Wardlia scheme. Mr. Aney supiiorteil Mr. Dcflm’s oliscrvations. 
Bir Z<t/amlltA Khan explained that there were no si^hools umlcr Uic Wardha 
Hclieino at present. When they wore starteil in a snflicient number and if there 
was then any apprehension of tho Act working adversely, it would be Uic easiest 
thing to amend the Act. Bince, however, the House np))carcd in favour of Uie 
nniondmciit now, he hail no objection. 

The House then passed the bill as amended. 

Indian Meuiuiant Biiiitino Amend. Bii.l 

Sir G. S, Dajpai intriKluced in the Assembly lo-day a bill to amend the 
Indian Merchant .‘^hipping Act. The. statement of objects and reasons explains that 
the Act IX excludes from (he dclinilion of a pilgrim a child under one year of age 
and further craiMiwers the Central Government to iliiwt by notification Unit two 
jiersons of the age of one year or ipiwards and under the age of 12 years diall be 
reckonal as one pilgrim. 

Coal Minks safety Bill 

After a brief ilebatc the House agreed to refer to a sclccd committee Sir 
ZufaruUah'a bill to make a further provision for safety in coal mines. Mr. Akhil 
Chandra Datta, moving the reference of the bill to a select committee, said 
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tha(. (.hc siibjcc't was one of (jrciit coin|>lcxily and some of (ho [lortions of the hill 
were highly controversial. There was no rtiaimtc ns reganls tlio main princiide 
of tlic safety of workers and (hc conservation of rcsoarecs. The difTorenee of ojtinion 
would be on Uic question of the cess to Iks levied. The House theji adjourned. 

MusiiiM DrvoiiCE Law Biijj 

14th. FEBRUARY:—^Tlio Asiwmhlyhad an interesting debate to-day on the (itial 
stage of Mr. Kazmi’s Muslim Divorce Bill. One witnessed markedly divergent views 
cxpresseil by two members of the (lovcriimeiit. Bir ZafnMah seemed gratilietl with 
a niciisuro whose outstanding merit, ho cliumed, wan Uiat it cniineiated in clear 
ainl precise form die various grounds of divorce whereiis Uie Law Member souglit 
to cool the ai'dour of llie rufurmeis like Mrs. Subbaroyun, contending that l.ho 
Bill, far from being a mcitsiirc advance, rcidly went back to aneient practice 
and wondered whotlior ] liiidus dcsircil a nimilar going bivsk to d,(XtO years a:ro. 
Oonversion to Islam, the Liw Memljcr acidly suggested, wiUi c.'cnm)iles in Bengal 
in his mind, would be one way for Hindu women to secure divorce without 
ilitliculty. 

There was a warm debate at an earlier stiige over Mr. Miirtnza’s amendment, 
laying down that Muslim Jiulges aiuiie wore competent to try cases niulcr the Act. 
The law Member ])ointed out administrative dilliculties in giving cirecd to such a 
provision, adding witli empliasis that, on princiidc, the (lovernment could not 
accept what amounted to a reflection on the judicial integrity of non-Muslim Jiulges. 
Messrs. Amy, Asnf AU and Ah.lul Qnyum all opiosal the amenilment frlmi 
dilTercut iMiints of view while Mr. Nairamj and Hir Jtaza Alt saw definite aclvantagus 
in such an arrangement. 1'he amendment was ultimately vojecteil by an enormous 
majority tliough Bir ZafruUah |x)inted out during the thinl reading debate that 
no question of principle was invoived. Ultimately the House amidst acclamation 
passed the Bill. 

Cu. r. C. Amend. BiUj 

Over Sardar Sant Singh's Bill to amend a section of the Criminal rrocediirc 
Cjslo, dealing with tlic hardsldp arising from double punishment in certain cases, 
Bir Itcginahl Maxwell, on behalf of tne Government, olTercd strenuous op]X)sition, 
reminding the Assembly that a similar ameixlment hsul been nogntivea on two 
T>rovious occasions. Nevertheless, the House decided to refer the Bill to a Beletd 
Committee by 41 votes against ilO. The House then adjourned. 

ASSlSTANdK TO HAND-MADE MaT(!1IES 

16lli. FEBRUARYAn innocent looking resolution moved by Mr. Sriprakasa 
for assistance to the manufacture of matches in cottages devc1o|>ed into a fii-st class 
debate to-day and biought Mr. Jihulahhai Desni and Bir James Qrigg out on the future 
of India’s economic iwlicy. Mr. Jioyh, of Uic Eiirojican group, resisted tlie motion 
as a menace to the foreign industiialists now 0 |)erating in India. In tlic heat 
tliat was generated Mr. Joshi's pica for a humane treatment to the laboui'crs in 
the factories fell rather flat. Mr. lihulabhai Desui took tlio debate to a very higli 
plane when ho dismissed even the argument of loss of revenue (estimated at 
about Be. onccrorc) as something worth facing if ])coplc in the cottages could 
by manufacturing matches a»ld to their daily income even by one pice jicr (lay. 
And ho categorically enunciated the Congress view: T wouirt ra^cr give my 
money to Kosturbhai or Ambalal rattier than to Hmith or John or to ()kumar.a, 
for my money would remain in India and it would be t’Oiisible for me later to 
take it bock from Knsturbhoi or Ambalal.’ 

Against this decloiation of (xmomic policy by a member of the Congress 
High Command which hod the backing of the entire Indian elected block in the 
House, Sir James Origg strongly protested us the Finance Member was an.xious 
to protect the revenues of this country. But speaking ns an Englishman hc 
bluntly asked: Ts it your Congress progranimc that no non-Indian should carry 
on any industry whatever,’ and when the Opposition benches by cjiumlatioiis 
answered in the aflirmatlvo, Hir James Grigg could only retort with Hen-Hitler’s 
latest theory applicable to Gciinany : ‘Gcmiwiy must c.x])ort or (lie,’ moaning India 
must export or die.’ This threat did not avail the Government, for the resolution 
was corned by GO votes against 42. 

Btatps of Women 

The House then took up Mr. Jinaraja Hedge's resolution recommending the 
appointment of a committee to examine and ro|>orl the present jxisition of women 
under the existing laws with special reference to the rights of maintenance, inheritance. 
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su<MH!»Aioii, ri<;1its cU'.. Mr. iiiirrittcd tho various disabiliUm 

atiil diswlvantiigcs ivhti U Indiait woniun wore lul)oiiriiig and emphaHi^od the urgent 
need for a ooinmittec aa soggested in the roaoliitioii. Sir N. JY. Sircar, opixiaiug 
the rcaoliitioii, declared that, it waa ao imi>ra.‘.tiual and lmi)osed such duty on the 
unfortunate eommit.teo. He oxpreaseil grave doiibta oa to whether the committee 
eontcmolatod a-ould l)e able to eubinit one rc;H»ri. The proposition was so absolutely 
im;MMsimo that no single l.•ammitteo eonld do justice, tie 8uggosto<l that thepro|)er 
prui’eduro woidd be to take individual problems and bring them before the House 
<o disc.uss them on tiieir merits. The discussion hiul not concluded when the 
Assembly adjourned. 

DlS<:t!SSION OP K,.\ILW.tY BUDOET 

16th. FEBROARY : —T!io Assembly held to-iL-iy the general debate on the Railway 
Budget. Pan lit NUk-inta Dux openeil the ilobate with a criticism of the stores punhase 
])olicy of the raiUvays. The sum of about 20 crores spent on purchases WiW in 
Ids opinion tlic ui.jst important item and ceustituted the raiLn justification for 
tresiting railways as a national asset, but, lie )N>iuted out, there was a gradual 
dccrctisc in the aiiiouii'. of purchases mule in India. 8tate-in;iiiagod railways sin¬ 
ned more in this tnatter in gradually increasing their purchases from abroad 
sini« li)32-;J3 from per <‘cut to 62.0 |>cr cent. He took particular _ o))jeation 
to the purchase of rads from tdwoad amountin;' to 178.0 lakhs in spite of the 
undertaking given to lire House to purclnwc rails from the Tatas. 

Sir ffanri/ Oilno.y made a vijiorous attack o)» many features of the railway 
admiuistratiou. Ho dcsi-ribol the nudget. as colourless, scnsationless, thrill-less and 
rii>plc-lea.s (laughtci). He olijivtcd to tl\e heavy interest charges. He proceeded 
to make a strong plea for the removal td’ the tUscriminatiou between sultordinatca 
and officials in tins ma .tor of leave reserve and passes. He gave a similar waruing 
against any attempt to iiiijose a cut in sidaries. He also strongly criticised the 
authorities for creating diflicidtios in the way of cmidoyccs trying to transfer 
their scn’ice from one Slate-managed ndlway to anoilier, 

Mr. Muthuranga Ma taliar was of o] union that with proper management 
the surplus <>()uld luiv.3 Itccu dniihlcd. Railway administration was at present 
heing carried on in the intorcsis of the foreign capitalist and the foreign employee. 
He criticised the coin'Kisition of the llatlway Buuil, and the force of Indionising 
the higher ranks of railway service. 

Mr. N'Uiman (Muslim League) w:i8 not conviiicod that the Railway adminis¬ 
tration hiwl been doing idl that was e.x|ic(!tod from it Xo indicatious has been 
given of economics eifccied. 

Sir T/umuts Stewart, replying to criticisms oa tho Railway Budget, observed 
that ail honest studeiit of the debates in this Ifoiisc would find a gre^t similarity 
from year to year. Sir Thomas assurtsl the House that even though iu Ids reply 
he might not dc aide to deal willi every jioiiit made in iho coiu'sc of the debate, no 
suggestion was made in r.he house of wliich due note was not taken and whieJi was 
not analysed and sc.intini (cd. The general impression of tho budget appeared to be 
that it was an uneventful one ; tliat wirs not Imd wlien one Tcmcmbered the siwing 
tlmt the country was happiest wliich had no history. It had been said by Mr. Basu 
that a sucecssfiil Budget was dependent more on extraneous circumstances than on 
those who administered (he department eoiuterned. lIcboiKsI, said Sir Thomas, that 
when evil days cnmi. tluii. memlior would be equally rciisonaldo in approtioning blame 
and credit. Sir Tiiomas assured (hat the Railway Board did not sTiut its eyes and 
make, a good guess as to freight ^wlicy Imt did take into consideration die present day 
tendencies altliough even these tcndeii ics in the present eire.urastances should 1)0 largely 
guess work. Admiiiistrnr.ions, like Railways, said Hir Thomas, were very easy to 
criticise; but he iirgc>l tlie Opiiosition to Itear in mind that tho Railways were the 
country’s own projuirty, and then criticise. The Asscmldy tlien adjourned till the 18th. 
iKTUOnUOTION OF NOM-OPFKUAI. BlEIiS 

IStii. FEBRUARYThe House, took up tf)-tbiy noii-olHcial bills. Sardar Sant 
Singh's Bill to amend sci/. 20.'i Or. 1’. 0., discussion on which had not (toncluded on the 
last nou-olficial day, was referred to a select committoo_by _49to42 votes. The BUI 
aticording to tlie 8)KMisor was meant to meet eases where justice demanded that the 
jiersonal apiMjavanee of the accused in die court bo dispensed Avith but tho court was 
prevented from giving exemption on account of see. 2(6. Cr._P. C. . 

Mr. N, V, Oadgil iiiiroducad the Bill to amend die Foreigners’ Act of 1864. The 
Bill, in view of the present political situation and devdopments in the country, 
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ronght to evolve a common citizenshij) and to remove all obstacles under this Act 
binaering subjeuts of native states in tins ilin^-tioii. 

Mr. B. Daa introduced the Bill to amend the Indian SUitcs (lU'oloc.tiun against 
disaffection) Act of I9±i so as to make clear that the |>i-osucutiua of tui oireni'c 
committ^ under the Act could only take place in the town or tlie district where 
the pnblicatioas were first printal or whore the editor or author of a newspaiior or 
a book or a document usnally resided. Cases tavurreil in the laist u'hen powerful 
interests starteil the prosecution of lui editor in the phuie Avliere fjic ofl'ending 
document had been sold, thereby causing undue hardslups fur Uic editor or the 
author to defend his ease. 

Mr. Mohanlal Saxena introduced a bill lo safeguard the rights and interests of 
Indian nationals abroad. The Bill, lus-onling h> the statement of o1)|e<ds and roiisuns, 
was bas^ on the recognised accepted principle of riH-iprocily while laying down the 
guiding principle for safeguiu'ding Indian rights and interests ngainst invidious 
diseriminatioii. It left the Government aiul the legislature free to exercise unfcttercfl 
discretion in deserving cases with dne regard f<ir sjaxaid circinnsiam.-es. It oisiired a 
period of six months for further ingoliations in every case and if a deiiniiiic.iit Htate 
remedied the wrong and iuiecpted a satisfactory suliitiun during tlie |>eriod it would 
not bo affected. 

Dr. G, V. Deahmukh moved reference to a Select (.’ommilloc of his bill to give 
the right to divorce to lliii<ln women. Mr. Bujoria moved (hut discussion on Dr. 
Deshmnkh’s Bill be postioncd till tlu; next <lay for non-oiru^ial bills. He explaiiusi 
that he WHS not actuated Iiy any motive's of obstruction lent so far Jic liud recciveil 
only one pi^e of opinions on the bill which had Itecii circulated for opinion. Tliat 
1^0 contiuned oninious of oltsc.ure twouers like J’niit, Biploda and t.'ourg tiauidiler). 
The House agreed to ixwtiioncmcnt of further disctisstion of the Bill and luljoiirned. 

Voting on Railway Demands 

SOth. FEBRUARY ‘.—The Assembly Uvtiay discussn<i dcmautls for grants under 
the Railway Budget. Mr. Satyamnrlhi moved ;t cut of Its. It*) in the (h-mand for 
the Railway Board in order to censure the (iovernment “for ilieir failnic to tivolve 
and follow a long range (wUcy regarding Riiilway finance". Jlr. K. support¬ 

ing Mr. Batyamurtlii, wlvocatcd a tliTcefold iHdu j; of Railway atiminisliaiion. Mr. R. 
Daa, supporting the cut, held that some of tlic railways since the last four years, had 
lieeii running at a loss. What siiceial control, he askctl, was being u)>plicd by tlie 
Financial Commissioner to these railways. The llousc divided on tJie (Jonginss 
Party’s cut motion and it was iwssed by (55 to 10 votes. The Muslim I/signc, the Euro¬ 
pean group and the Guvernmeut voted togctlicr against the motion. 

Mr. Avinaahilingam Chettinr then movc<l another cut of Rs. PW in the demand 
under the head of the railway boiird, to discuss the matier of the Jmliain/.aUoii of the 
higher services of the railways. Mr. Ghcttiar refeiTed to the appoiniment of Indians 
as agents to the railways and as members of tlie railway board iiinl uskixl bow many 
more years it would take for complete ludiaui/,atiou. lie charged the Goveiumeiit 
with arranging thiims in such a way tliat there shoidd he permaiieiit imiKirlatiou of 
men from England. This reservation of tlie iwlii^ in favour of the EiiroiKuins was 
totally wrong and should be rejected. 

Replying to the debate. Sir Thom<ta Stewart pointc(l out that the mover had based 
his case on one or two instances. He, however, asserted that the ligurus retd I y show¬ 
ed that there had been an honest endeavour to ivork the iHilicy laid down. I’rior lo 
laying down a wlicy of systematic Indianization in 1920, the ))ercent!ige of the Indians 
in l^^-25 was 29.41, while in 19;)7-:58 it was .52J)3. This represented an increase from 
305 to 508. The number of Euro{tean offk«rs hiul decrcitscd from T.'tlin 1!)2.1-2j to 
459 in 1937-38. Turning to the recniitracnt figures—direct or by promotion—he 

g linted out that out of a totid of 18i the mimocr of the Indians was 110, of (he 
uropeans 45. In 19.37-:58, of the 21 persons Tccrnited only three were Europeans. 
These ligtires, he added, were made with reference to the communal propoitioas 
prescribed in the 1934 resolution of the llousc. He ad<lcd tliat tlie figures quoted only 
referred to reeruitment to the Htatc-mtmagcil railways. The company-managed railways, 
though not eoB^lled by the Government, had also fallen in with tlie rccincst of uio 
Government. The percentage of the Indians in the services of tlie com)>any-manage(l 
railwi^e had risen from 17.74 tier cent., in 1924 to it.39 in 19:!7-.'I8. 

'uic manufacture of locomotives in India was urged in the course of the debate 
on the next cut of Bs. 1(X) to censure the Government for not starting this industry. 
Mr. Mohanlal Saxena, moving the cut^ referred to Sir Guthrie Russel’s remarks m 
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prcsonrnijjc the budget to the Council ot State that the Aimerc locomotive workahops 
would 1)0 working to or near nipacity. That abowed that locomotives, end meter 
gauge hxtoinotivos could be uuinutucturcd at a price not higher than tiiat of the impor¬ 
ted ones. One of the l<«-omotivo workshops, it had been calculatral, would employ 
KVXlO men. Tliut. uieiint that by starting locomotive workshops the railways would 
make some rci-omiKniw! for the iniincnso unemployment that they had causm among 
the men eiigagcnl in ovrlier forms of tran8|)ort. The Ddiato hwl not concluded whmi 
the House adjouriUKi, 

21st. FEKRUARY Opposing the motion (o-tlay. Sir Thomas Stewart pointed out 
that the mos’cr liad not miulo it clear whether the mnuiifm'.turc trf locomotives would be a 
commcrciid proposition. Me was not prei)nrc<l to admit that the Government had broken 
any promises and remimled the House that edbrls hiul been made since 1021 to set up 
such a f:«dory, Iml this did not orovc a sucw'ss. Hcferring to the argument of securing 
Hclf-sidlicieiicy, he ooiiitcd outtliat even with a factory for locomotive manufacture the 
situation would not j>overy much ditfcrcul, ns n large percentage of materials for the 
manufacture would still have to he imported. Those who stressed the argument of 
relieving nneinploymoiit, he continued, forgot that for relieving unemployment there 
must lie a cojislaiit Ilow' of work coming to siu-li n factory and this could not be 
giiiirantced. It luui been insisted that Uic_railways constituted a commercial deparlment 
and they must be tvork'sl on commercial lines. If this was to be followed, the depart¬ 
ment could ccrlaiuly not liiiy for IH annas what was worth only 15 annus. He there¬ 
fore opposcsl tlie motion. 'Jhe House, on the contrtu'y, nt'ccptcd the motion without a 
division. 

A rwluction iii the saltirios of railwsiy ofllcials drawing 11s. 2(X) or more was urged 
ill the coiii-se of the dcliatc on tlic second cut molum moved, on behalf of the National¬ 
ist (Hivty, liy Mr./.iilc/mnd Nniuilrai. Mr. Navairni estimated that a graded cut would 
elliH'l a saving of bs. throe or four crortsi wiiich could lie iiseil for providing amenities 
to third class I asscagers. A C'onp-css Minister, he said, was getting only Ks. 500 a 
moiitli. Sir Th-jwut SIc.oarl. strongly opposed tiie i-ut. He was still hosy about the object 
of the mover. TIu pay liill of liie Itailwiiy dqiartinent was lls. i{.5J crores of which 
Hs. three crorcs wt nt to the (ia/.etliHl slatl and liie remainder to the non-gojtetted atafl‘, 
that is, those drawing about Hs. ikil) or below. A 10 per cent, cut in these salaries 
would lifiiig Hilly Its. Ill lakhs ; and if the cut was e.\teiidc<l down to those drawing 
Hs. 2IKI, liclwccu Hs. lid to fid lakhs saving would rc'snli. This was not a eonsidcrable 
sum. Tlte salary s< ales had already li(s*ii riHliicwl during the last three or four years on 
a gradisl Scale raiieiug from lid |)or cent in the higher and lU percent, in tJuB lower 
salaries. Tliis in due < ours<> was c.xisetisl to ctfeeta saving of Its. iJJ crorcs. But it 
had liccii stated that the cut was in piirsuaiien of a general theory that nobody should 
have vomuneraiion on (lie scale on which the railway ollieers had. Why, he asked, 
slioiild tlic railway I’llieei's he singled out for the ]mrpose for tills special treatment, 
'rhroiighoiil. the in st niontlis the railway ollieers liml been subjcoterl to very cruel 
Ireaimeiit indeed. If on the toil of iliisa suggestion was made that their pay should 
be cut it would resi It ill ilenioralisatioii ot the services that deserved better. 

Tlie inoiioii win piesswl ton ilivisioii and carried by 58 votes to 43, the Muslim 
League party voting for i(. 'riie House then ailjoiiriied. 

22ml. FEBRUAHVThe lirst of the eul motions to lie moved to-day by the 
Muslim Ixiagiic parly wi.s moved liy Afaulvi Abdul Uhuni to discuss the inadequate re- 
preseiitution of .Miisliias in tlie railway services. The mover in an elabroate 
shitislieal spocel) gave a ilelailed infurinitlioii as to the perecntiige of the Muslims 
ill the diticrent railways and tlie (liHbreiit railway services, and deidarcd that at 
the present rale it would take HO yinrs for tlie Muslims to obUun their proper 
quota in the liigher services, nearly 120 years tor the siib-ortlinate services. Khan 
Jiahadur Piracliu, snpporliiig, said that there were only about one Inkhof Muslim 
out of alioiit seven lakhs of railway ciiiployees, middng a pcrecnUigo of 2.26 in 
1930. Now it was 22.2. Tliis indieaUsl tlio iiimicqiiaey of Muslim representation 
which, lie said, was an old and iiiieiidiiig talc. 

Sir Rasa Alt had two siiggcstioiis for the Goveriimont to consider in an 
o-iulcavour to ceiiusly Hie imuleiiuac.y of Muslims in railway 8ervic(». Ho suggest^ 
that the GovernuK'iIt should take tlic saiiic stops for raising the Muslim quota 
as it took ill giving elleet to the ladiauization programme. He admitted that 
it would rather he iliHiciilt to give eltcct to communal proportions. Another 
suggestion which ho hid to ofrer was that an intermediate reeruitmciit should be 
iiisiiiiited instead of wiiiting for the Muslims to rise from the lowest gi’ade. Where 
there was a will, he di-clurcd, there was always a way. 
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8ir Thomas Stewart, replying, felt some doubt as to whether there was complete 
and precise understanding as to the exact obligations and liabiiities of the Government 
of India for the breach of which they were now being accused. He explained the 
1934 resolution which was the charter of the minorities under which the Muslims 
wore to get 25 per cent. Referring to the. suixsrior scn’ices he pointed out that out 
of 13 recniitmcnts in 1934-35 on the 8tate-mnniH;<xl railways tlierc were three Muslims, 
giving a })ercentage of 2.3.1. In''1935-3C there wcie six Muslims out of 24 with a i>er- 
eentage of 25. In 1936-37 there were two Muslims out of 18 rei-ruits, or 11 iier cent. 
This was because one of the selected Muslims was <lisqualihed by the Mcdicid Board, 
and two persons were required for special qiialifieations. In 1937-38 there were four 
Muslims out of 18 recruits representing 22 ))er cent. In the comi'any-managed rsiil- 
ways there were five Muslims out of 26 reewuits in 193-1-35 ; three out of 18 in 1935-36 ; 
nine out of 16 in 1936-37 , nine out of 40 in 1937-:18. This gave the total average of 
20 per eent. in the State-managed, and 26 )ier cent, in the eompaiiy-mauaged nulways. 
Referring to Sir Rasm All’s suggestion to aceclcnite in Uie same w'ay as they did in 
the Indianisation programme. Sir 'lliomas Stewart denied that lliero was any deli¬ 
berate policy of extra w'cightage adopted by the Government in connei’.tion wnth the 
Indianization programme. In tlie subordinate services, he continued, it was not 
possible to apply the 23 i)er cent, proportions as a flat rate on all the railways. It 
could only be treated as an overall figure with latitude to vary it according to the 
density and population of the territories served by any particular railway. ITie iJer- 
centages of Muslims therefore varial from 60 jicr cent, in the N. W. Railway to 11 
per cent, on the M. S. M. Railway. He also pointed out tliat Sir Raxa Ali’s sugges¬ 
tion of Intermediate recruitment hud been anticipated and there were orders wdiich 
enabled 20 per cent, recniitmeut from outside. In this also appropriate share was 
given to the Muslima. 

Mr. 3f, A. Jinnah, replying to apiKSil not to press the motion, jointed out that there 
was great anxiety on the part of the Muslim T.eaguc party on this question and Uiey 
wanted to leave a landmark to beacon for Sir Thomas Stewart’s successor on the 
records of the House to remind him of the demands of the Muslints. He iissiired the 
Railway Member that it was not ititended as a coitsure and regretted his inability to 
withdraw the resolution. He noted with regret that Mr. Paramanund had intnMluecd 
the old and hackneyed slogans. Ho ajufealcd to Mr. Parnmanand and the Congress 
Party, who were dumb all through tJie discussion and considcretl themselves above 
all such considerations, to realise the actuuiities instead of merely asserting theories 
of the oneness of the nation. 

Mr. Satyamurthi, explaining the Congress attitude, declared that they were intent 
on attaining the freedom of the country as early as possible with the cooijeration of all 
others. They did not want to interfere iii the domestic quarrel lictwecn the Eurojieans — 
the smallest community in this coiuitry which cnipywl the biggest reju'csciitatiou—and 
the Muslims. Why should there be a quarrel on this issue ? His ]>arty would be glad 
if the whole treasury benches were full of Jiniiahs and tlic railway board filled with 
/iauddlns. (Ixmd Laughter). The Congress believed in the need of giving adequate 
representation to all the communities and the Congress Governments following this 
lolicy justified this generosity. (Cheers ; cries of ‘no, no’). He eonclndcd by ajqicaling 
to the House to trust the Indians rather tlmii non-Jndhms and nob to put trust in 
the Prineos or the Government of India. The motion was acccjitcd without division, 

Mr. Azhar Alt moved the last cut motion of the Muslim T.oague jiarty to dis- 
enss the detailed aiiministration and tlic general policy of the Railway Board. He 
critiensed the board on the ground that tlio jiower vested in them was iransforrcd to 
the general mam^ers of the railways with the result that tliere was no common policy 
and whatever decisions the general managers took the board endorsed them. 

Sir Thomas Stewart siiid that in the debate theie was a mixture of quite a num¬ 
ber of subjects whidi had already been debated in the earlier cut motions. It was like 
serving the various {xirtioiis of the d^ates which the House had already listened to. 
His reply to these debates was there and he was sure the House did not want him to 
repeat them. The motion was passed without division and the House adjourned. 

24th. FEBRUARY s—Mr. Miller, on behalf of the Eurojiean Group, iuitiateil an 
interesting discussion over his “cut” motion suggesting the formation of an indejiend- 
eit “Safety Squad” for railways. Though he had no criticism to offer in respect of 
officers deputed to enquire into causes of oecidenta, he fdt that pubUe apprehensions 
were not unnatural, leading to the demand fur judicial enquiries in the cases of 
major disasters. Much better, he tliought it would be, if investigating officers weie 
divorced of all control by the Railway Board and )dl expectations from tiiat quarter. 
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Sir Abdul Halim Ohaznaoi (iKoin tart a fling against the E. I. R. for their neglect 
of certain recommendations of the Thom liqnjrt jmrticularly for allowing certain 
oflicials to continue in service. Mr. Santanam made his sn]>port to the pio]M)sal 
conditional upon acceptance of a inrticiul tribunal in every case involving loss of life, 
which Mr. Janifs thought went beyond practicability. Mr. Jothi seemed delighted 
that this projwsal sho'ild at last have come l)efore the House through the European 

B , but Mr. Pande smelt a rat that tlicdemand was being whittled down in tiiia 
n. Sir Thomas Stevmrt revealed that he had already taken action by asking 
the Railway Baird to submit a scheme for a sidf-contained cadre of Insiiectbig 
Oflicers, who wonhl be indeiTCiulent of the Railway Board and ilireclly under the 
Ciovernnient of India, 

Later, Mr. Joshi, oter a “cut” motion charged the Oovernment of India with break¬ 
ing iiromiscs, ]iarti(;ulailv as regards the intralnction of the Hours of Work 
<.!onvcntion. He reiterated the demand made in previous years for the establishment 
of a provident final for all railway employees, lie considoreil the extra cost of Rs. 
no lakhs a mere trifle in view of the relief it would bring to thousands of workers. 
Mr, Oudgil, lucid as usual, supportal the demands on Imhnlf of ridlway workers, 
but Hr. ^fanddtn Clinic into conflict with Mr. Joshi over Ids suggestion that communal 
unions should be giaiiud recognition. Mr. Jinuga wavnen the Cbmmuiiicatioiia 
Member that railway labour was seething with disiontcnt on account of the 
Agents* unwillingness to grant rwiigiiilioii, mentioning in tliis connection the long 
delay of over two years for restoring the recognition of the B. N E. Union. Ihe 
contractoi’s, he ohsi-rved, es]iloited workers without wrnjile, and a minimum wage waa 
essential to safi'guard the interests of the iiooresl paid workers. 8iv Thomas Stewart 
FW'med not eonxineed by Mr. Josld’s ])lca that lialf a crore j;cr year for pro¬ 
vident fund foi railway workers was jnstifiablc expondiliirc out of railway revenues. 
Even it the proposal was eonfineil to Htulc lines, he said, tlie expenditure would 
amount to Ks. ‘J7 laklis per unnttiu. Rtganling tJio B. N. R. Union, he thought 
considerable progress bail been made towards tJie eslalillshmenl. of satisfaeforj' rela¬ 
tions and the nuKlel act of rules, whi<h the Railway Bomd had recently received, 
would, ho thought, make conshlenihle difference in the future. 

Both the cut motions were nceci>tcd by the House. 

Mr. K. Santanam then moved the last of tlin cuts on the Raihvay Budget 
detuauJs, to reduce ihc demand tiiule.r the luwl ‘‘l{tdl\vay Bwird” by Rs. 7(»,(XXt to 
urge npon Hie floveiiimcnt the newl for cn’celing wonoiny j articnlarly in working 
expenses. The motioa was ojiposcd by l)r. Ziauddin and Mr. E. James, l)is- 
eussion liaJ not concluded wlu’ii tlie guilloune xvas applitsl, and the remaining 
duinands were imt to vote and passed. The House then adjoiirneil to February 27. 

Wkkjiits SrAKD,\ai> Bim, 

27th. FEBRUARY The Assembly passed to-<lny Ihe Bill to establish standards of 
xveiglit and the Bill further to amend the Merchant !?ihippii)g Act, 1923 and the Bill to 
amend Ute lusunuieo Act, Blifet, after brief debates. Moving for considcnitioa of 
tlie first Bill, .Sir AfttAiJw;lead ZaJrnHah VJum, (binmerco Merabor, traced the history 
of Ihc efforts to establish a uniform standard of weights and explained the eonsti- 
tiitioiial fiosition under which Hie _ Central (lovoriimcnt was responsible for the 
establishment of sfniidards of weights while the ])rovineial Oovcnimeiits were 
eoneeriied with weights anil measures. 'Jlie bill xvas then jinsscd with minor 
nnioiidmeiits. 

MKHCUANT SlIlI'PINli Amkei). Bii.i, (contp.) 

Sir Oirja Shaniier Bajpai, moving tlie Bill to amend the Merchant Shipping 
Aef, ex|>lniiic<l that it tvas intended to remove Hie eonfliet between tlic Indian Law 
and the ]>rovisions of Hie Inleriiatioiial Sanitary Convention, 1026, under which 
a ]irovision xvas to be miule in pilgrim ships in res^iect of each fiersoii, irrespeif- 
tive of age for an arcs of about 16 square feet ni between the decks over and 
above the space reserved for the crew. The House passed the Bill, 

INSIJRASOE A<!T AMKNP. BtU. 

The Bill to aniond the Iiisuramo! Act, 19)18, moved Sir N. N. Sircar, was 
next piasscd by the House with minor changes. 

iNVnUTlOStB PllOTKOTION Bn.i. 

Sir Muhammad Zvfrullah Khan then moved for the consideration of the bill 
further to nmeiid the law relating to the prolccHon of inventions and designs which, 
he exidmiied, was mainly to prohihit the iroiiort of articles which Jnfriuged the 
patents already existing in liiclia. The Assembly passed the Bill. 
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OoAii MiKES Safety Bn,ii (cwiT).) 

Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan tlicii movcMl that the Bill to make further 
provision for safely in i-oiil mines, as re|>ortc(l by the select committee, he taken 
into eonsidcratioii, Sir ^Muhiimiiiiid lirh'fly explained the aims of the Bill which in 
the first ])hu-e was iinende<l to secure for safety in coal mines. 'Hie necessity for 
the. hill arose out of the conditions that now pre.vidled in the ccwil fields in J^haria 
and Bani^'tinj where the niiiin work of extriwlioii now was from pillars that hatl been 
left Biandiii};. The Bill would also help in scciiriut' conservation of coal resources of 
these mines, 'J'lte Bill proposeil to r-onfer on the minintr iiisnector tlie power to 
provide for safety in ininea by saiuj slowing; etc., to levy for defraying the, cost of 
such slowing. Mr. B. /M», suiii orting the motion, hojieifthat rules 1 h 3 framed under 
this bill which won hi he placed on thctidde of the house. The discussion hwl not 
concluded when (he house took uit Mr. Astif Ali’s adjournment motion. 

Ad.t. Motion—Dei.iii Ei-ec-tuk; Suppi.y 

Mr. Anaf AH at this stage moved his adjournment motion and charactcriset 
us scandalous the position in regard to rates for electric energy in Dellii. The 
c.ora|>any’8 generating cost was much less than two pies per unit hut the 
company sold it at alxiut 3.J annus per unit at present. If the Delhi 
municipality were given tlui distrihuling license they, it was ejcpected, would 
lie able to sell power at about one anna but even if they hail to sell it at a 
slightly higher rale tlio profits, if any, wouhl go biu k to the rutepayiw unlike 
the iwofits made by tlic eomiiuny now. By refusing the grant for dislributing liecnee, 
the local Governinent had sold tlie municipality Umiid hand and fiKit to the eoinjiany. 
Sir Mohamed Zafrnlluh referr<'<l lo the eiKpiiry made by Mr. llndclifr and the 
iiiidiug of that independent cxpt-.ri was thst the iiroixisal of Ihe .Delhi mnnieipal 
committee was impraciituble. .N'cveriheless, the Chief Commissioner of Delhi took 
advantage of the opportunity oHeiiil hy the applieaiion for distribiiling licence and timk 
up the mailer with the ••oiiiiiaiiy w1m> would cvciiliuilly make reductions in the rates 
for hulk us w<‘ll as domestic coosnmpiion. Eor the former category the Tetbiclion 
was from thioc uiiiias let two annas jsn- unit up to live lakh units and from two lo 
one and half uniuis per unit aliovc live lakhs unit, while for domestic consumption 
the reiliictioii was from :i.l.) per unit to'-'.To iicr unit. The Delhi consumer had thus 
made very gissl business out of it. 

The motion was presstnl lo a division and lost by ">0 lo<l4 votes. Tlic Assembly 
Uieii adjourned till the iie.xl. day wliou Ihe Budget was presented. 

Kiiiaucial Statement for 1939-40 

amii. KEBKIIARY '.—Bir JumvH Oriny intnxlueeil to-day bis bmigel for ll).'J!)-1t). 
The estimales sliow a delicii of .'lO lakhs, after inaking iirovision for— 

(.1) Iiitrodiielion of slab system hi iiiconin-tax iimlead of step syslcnt; and 

iji) reduction of excise duty on Khamlsari sugar from Be. 1 to 8 annas jKir 
(Jwt, yielding a revenue of r>i laklis. 

The only oilier change in taxafum is the doubling of the import duty on 
raw cotloii cxpeclixl lo yield :Vi lakits wliich will more than cover the ilclicil. 

The Finance .Memiun- hopixl that the increased duly would promote the grow¬ 
ing ill I iidia of the longer staples of cotton (of wliich over 7(X),(iiO bales 
were im]iorled iiiiinnilly). 

Kir .lames eoiielii<l<Hl liy making a pl«i for political reconeilialioii. “Without 
this,” he said, “Central and I’rovincial (iovernmenis alike in India must 
fail in thi> great (ask allutUxI lo lliem of raising the sbuidurds of life of 
the people.” 

BlMMiKI’ AT A (it.ANCK 


III crorcs 
of Rs. 
li«9-40 


Budget 

Eeveinie 82.15 

Ex]teuditurc 82.65 


Hurpliis (+) or Deficit —.50 

The. foUowhuf i.'i a eummary of the Finnnce. Member’e speech : 
l. 19:17-58.—'I'lie financial year 19:!7-:18 closed on balance Rs. ill lakhs better 
thau was anticipated in the revised cslimutes owing to a reduction of Rs. 9 lakhs 
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in cx|H!n(liture and an ineroasc of Rs. 22 lakhs in nwonin!. 'I'hn ainonnl available 
ill (he Revoiiue lliwei vc Fund to Itn carricil forwnnl to ]038-:i0 was l.hus inercasfid 
from Its. To lakhs lo Hs. l.OO lakhs. .Aifainsl tliis, Jiowevcr, 1ms to he sot. oil' 
a lialunec of Rs. AS lakh-i due to the l*roviiic«.s on lui aoiioiint of their share of 
ini'omc-tnx for 10.37-38. 'I'hn unexpected rise of Hs. |(1 lakhs in inc.om'i-l.ax recciiits 
(whicli wit.li a further Hs. -13 lakhs niider <'or|s)ration 'I'ax counlerhalancod the 
fall of Hs. 82_ lakhs under cnsloms raised the amount to he paid to the (iroviiiees 
under tlie Niemeyer .■\\vard to Rs. 1,(53 lakhs as l■om>)llrud with Rs. 1,'J,") lakhs 
distrihnted in Miwch 193S. 

'riiK Ruvjski) KsriM.vncH 

2. 103S-3!).—The recession in trade which set in towards the close of l!)37-38 
was mncli sharper (liin was anticipateil, and the fall in customs ro.-eipls, now esli- 
rnateil at Rs. 3,(17 lakhs, is the main factor in (lie net rcvenim dcle.rioration of R.s, 
'2,02 lakhs. 'I'liere is a net reduction of Hs. IS lakhs in expenditure, in which the 
nslnction of Hs. I,I.S lakhs in the tivil isidinatcs (ilne mainly lo e.-onomy measures) 
has more than made up f.ir an increase of Hs. I.'in lakhs f.ir the De.fence Services. 
The rosnil is that an oslimatixl surplus of Hs. 0 lakhs has been turned into a delieit 
of Rs. 2,1)') lakhs. 

I’lider Cnsloms, the, only rises of note, are in inijMirts of machiiier.v and raw 
eotlun. The totid delcrioialion of J{s. 2>,IS7 lakhs is due lo a general shortfall under 
niost other hoiuls, partienlarly ariiticial silk fabrics and .varn aiid certain other textile 
items. The receipts Ironi motor spirit, taking .•nsioms and excise lojr.ellior, tiumeh 
also very much lower Ilian (he budget estimates, still show an increase over (he 
ncliials of the previous ycui". On the other hand, (he im-citiis from the jntc exiHirt. 
duty arc now exiHScieil to reach the Inidtet (iguro of Its. I,:.’0 lakhs with (he result, 
that there should he no nsluciion in the amount i>ayiible to the jnte growing 
jinivinecs. t.’cntral Kxcisc duties are likely to show a rise of Rs. .10 hiklis over the 
budget estiinutos. the main increase being under Sugar. 

3'he revis(xl t'sliiualc for Inconte-rax shows an imiwoveinent of Hs. 70 lakhs, 
of whieh Rs. 3) lakhs go to inerease (he (listribiitable p>H)l of income-tax. .\s liow- 
ever the railway siirplns is oslimattxl to he Hs .31 lakhs less than (he hmlgct (igure, 
the ainoiiiit jiayahle to the provineos be-omes Hs. 1,1'2 lakhs, as compared to the 
budget forecast of Us. l,2ti lakhs, wliudi with the Ifs. ’is laklis due for the previons 
year, makes (he total for disirilmtion this ,v<.ii(r H.s, 1,10 laklis. 

The increase <»f Hs. l,(lii lakhs in Iv.feiice <-.xi.enditnre is tlic net result of 
increase aiiiounriiig ro Hs. 2,1(1 lakhs and rmlnclions totalling Hs. 1,1(5 lakhs. 

The W'onoiny tmasnres whhdi are m.-iinly res])onsiblc for (he reduction of Rs. 
1,1.8 lakhs in Civd estimates iM'gan with the sus-'.cnsion of all new schemes in 
.April 1038, when tins trade rectwsion lirst IsHaim; serimis ; later in the year a 
coniiniltee of Secretaries, prcsidwl over liy the Home Rember, examined expemlitiirc 
in detail and cnlorcrsl all (Kissililc. mmoniiiss that did not involve the retrenchment 
of iMM'inanonl staff or the cessation of valuable activities on Hie part of 
(lovernmeut. 

'I'lic remainder of the rwluction in cxiienditnrc is acconnloil for by a iiet fall 
of Rs, 24 litklis under Interest, owing largely to a dix-etisu in tlie yoliime of Post 
Offiee Cash Ccititieatas pnrsented for payment and in the rate of interest ])ayablc 
on Postal Savings Bank UeiJosits, jmctly set oil’ by an imrrease in the diseouiit on 
Treasury Bills. 

3. Revenue Eslimates for 1030-41.1.—The estimates of onlinury revenue for 
1030-11) amount to Rs, 82.15 lakhs. 

BuiMtirr Esiima'ii; 

The budget estimate lor Customs (iroviilcs for a real incress of Rs 35 lakhs over 
the. revised estimate for IO;'8-3‘.) (though owing to an ac<<ouuting change aflcctiiig both 
sides of (he Budget there is an apparent doTrtise of Rs. 4 laklis). 

This is based on tlic assumption that items such as petrol and imudiincry will 
eontinuc to show increasing yields and that llicre will be further reductions in the 
receipts tor artiiieial silk labrics and yarns and oilier le.\tile fabrics. For (he rest, 
the estimates are based on the revised estiiiiali's for the current yciir, for while there 
are signs that the present ilcprossion should in the onlinury eoiii'se give wav to ii 
general trade revival, idle intermitional sitnatioii c‘ont.iniies to bo uneerUiiii, and con¬ 
ditions do not appear to justify tlic raising of the general estimates above the level of 
the reliirns for the current year. 
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The estimates for Ccjitral Exeisc duties similarly follow the revised figures. 
Their mail) component is an estimate of Its. 4,00 lakhs from the duty on sugar, lliis 
figure, toother with the estimate of Rs. lakhs under Customs from imiiort duty 
on sugar, is to bo ns^ardcfl os nominal, for although any loss of exeisc revenue caused 
by a mortice of imlijienous supplies should l)e more tlian made nj) by the Customs 
revenue on increased iraimrts of foreign sugar, the various nneertmn fautors in the 
situation render it unsafe to assume a total iiieomc from both Excise atid Customs 
duties of more than Its. 4,20 lakhs. 

In {turning the budget estimates for Taxes on Income’ it was first nec.e8!«iry to 
allow for the dodinu in time, the etFc>;t of which has been taken at Rs. 81 lakhs. On 
the otlier hand, the adoption of the Slab System at the scale of rates shown in Apiten- 
dix2 of the Income-tax Enquiry Itcjiort of 1!KU) is expected to result in a net gain 
of Rs. 76 lakhs, a decrease of Its. Oil lakhs in income-tax iniid by iurlividual asscssccs 
being^ more tlian counterbaliinccd by increases of its. 1,17 laklis in sn|)er-tax from 
individuals and of Its. ill lakhs in income-tax and Its. 21 lakhs in su])er'tax from 
Companies. FiiTthonnore, the legislative changes i-ontained in the Income-lax (Amend¬ 
ment) Bill, together witli the abolition of the leave jiay exemption, iire exiiected to 
produce another Rs. .’50 lakhs. All told the uombine<l efibet of the enanges in assess¬ 
ment is an increase of Its. 1,31 lakhs of which Its. 21 lakhs is under Cor|X)ratiun Tax, 
and the final result is an improvement of Its. .50 laklts on the revised estimates for 
1938-39. After the railway contribution of Its. 2,13 lakhs has been taken into iieconnt 
the provincial share of Iintomc 'I'ax is estimated at Its. 1.78 lakhs, wliich is Its. 66 lakhs 
more than the revised estimates for ihc current year. 

Posts and Telegraphs.-In spile of a d&dinc in revenue it has been found ixtssible 
to make equivalent reductions in cx]tcndiUirc, imd abaloucred budget is cxj^cetcd both in 
the e.uiTcnt year and in 1939-10. 

EsTIMATEP ExpENDivnitK Foil 1939—40. 

4. Defence.—The toud provision for the Defonco Services is Its. r»,18 lakhs 
which is the same as tlio bmlget figure for the current year but is Rs. 1,00 lakhs 
less than the revised estimates. 'I'hc Fnnuicc Member repeated his warning that 
the sums whicJi it had l)eeu imssllilo to allocate to the Defence Services in recent 
years had borne little relationship to military exigencies or to the international 
situation. He iminted out lliui the binlgcl estimate for 1939-10 provided merely 
for staniling charges and wmmitraenls and Ikit it liial only been possil»le to keep 
e.xpenditurc down to this figure by allowing for (1) the rei«ipt of the aililitiou of 
£500,000 to the Curran (ontnbntion, which he had announcetl on the 13lh 
September, 1938, (2) the transfer of certain unite to the Imperial Establishment 

and (3) the drawing on sulking funds to the extent of Rs. 49 lakhs for purposes 
other than those for which they were meant. The budget estimate also allowed 
for the re<!eipt of £3,1.50,0(X), being the first part of the capital grant of £ 5 millions, 
also announced l>y the Finance Muml)er on the 13th September, 19.38. The 
Finance Member hoped that the decisions of His Majesty’s Government on the 
Chatflcid Report would result in further substantial amounts licing made available 
to bring India’s defence forces up to modern stauilurds. 

Interest—It is estimated that there wUl I»o a largo decline, ainonnting to Rs. 1.96 
lakhs as compared with the budget estimate for the current year, in tlio requirements 
under Interest. Tliis saving is mainly wconiitcd for by a rcdnetioii of Rs. 1,60 
lakhs in the amount imyahle as lionus on Post Oifiec Cash Oortilicatos, The Finance 
Member pointed out that this substantial reduction in interest charges was 
largely due to careful management of the public debt on tho jiart of his predecessor 
and to the policy of sound finance wliich hail been pursued by the Government 
of India over a number of years. 

The totid estimate for exiwiiditurc is Rs. 3,00 lakhs less than the revised 
estimate for the current year. This substantial reduction is Im-gcly ai^conntcd for Iiy 
the decreases under Defence and Interest which have been oxt»laiiied idiove, but 
under the remaining heads also cx(ienditure has on the whole b^n kept at the 
level of die reduced amounts shown in Uic revised estimates by the prolongation 
of tho economy measures brought into 0 )icraUoii iu tho current year. The total 
figures for 1939-40 are thus : ~ 

Rs. 

... 83,15 lakhs 
... 83,65 lakhs 
••• 50 lakhs 


Revenue... 
Expenditure 
Prospective deficit 
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Ways and Means 

5. Storlinj? fiiabilir.ics.—Tti the current year ft further £3 itiiUionft of sterlin" 
Tliiilwrty IJcbenturcM arts beins <li»;‘Jiarge<l and it is also o.'ci)ectcd to complete the 
transfer of the remrininu: liabilities in rcs|>e(!t of storliris; family pensions, which 
amount to about £(> millions. These further repayments of storlinf; debt will brtipj; 
the total amount repatriated siiUMj 103) to something; like lis. 65 crores, and next 
year the Oovernment of India’s scerlini' rapiiremnnts are cstimatctl at a little over 
£27 millious as cumnareil to £36 millions in the current year; £37 millions in 
I<.)37-il3 and £li millious in 1030-37. 

6. Borrowing Pi-o'ianimo.—During the current year the combined cash and 
conversion issue of il i>cr cent 1003-65 sto*.k at 08 had produced Bs. 26,31 lakhs 
of which Bs. 19,03 lakhs hivl roprcHcntcd c,on versions of the per cent Tsjan 
I0il3-10 anil of the 5 _i>er cent Ixkvu 1030-.1i). 'I’ho unconverted part of the 5J per 
cent 10;i8-40 Loan has since been notiflcil for discharge and next year the Ciovcru- 
meat of India will have the option of redccmiiij' the remainder of their 5 per cent 
1030-10 lioan, tile outstanding balance of which is a little over Ks, 20 crorcs. 

OhANOBS in TA,KATiaN 

The Finance 3li nil»cr, detailing his taxation pro)N>sals, said : 

“I now return to (ho pros|)flctivo deficit of Bs. oO lakhs in the present cirenm- 
tanccs ; our resources in the way of new taxation are somewhat (•ircums.irilied. The 
yield of incrcasnil inromo-tax goes mainly to llie I’rovinccs ; evtm over the revenue 
part of the fluid, customs duties in general arc as high as is consisleiit with a maxi¬ 
mum yield, while over the protoi-Uon part, the return is rapidly declining. Bo far as 
excises are concerned, a delicate sitnation has Itocn created by the pidgment of the 
Federal Coiurt which .imoiints to saying tliat there is cosicurront iHivror' in the realm 
of internal imliroet taxation. Tlic full implications of this imlgment are not yet apiiarent 
to me, but one of the most iinporliant of them has been iMiiuted out by the Chief Justice 
himself, viz., the need for mutual forbearance in this sphere lest the taxing authorities 
should ny the simultaneous exercise of their powers raise the price of the article taxed 
h) a height at which consumption is seriously curtailoil. There is also the reminder of 
the Chief Justice that, in the absence of this mutual foi bcaranijo, the ability of the Cen¬ 
tre to continue to make or to make new devolutions under Boiition llOof the Oovern¬ 
ment of India Act will be iooimrdiseil. 

The first siibjciit cho.son for the exorcise of the concim'cut taking imwer is of 
course motor spirit and, if I may say so, the “obiter dicta” of the Chief Justice apply 
with great force iu this instance. Oortaiiily for my fiart, I do not pro|K)Sc to meet our 
own deficit by an incrutsc iu the taxation on motor spirit. 

Dtrrv ON Kaw CorroN IKiodbei) 

However, T must not (ax your curiosity any longer—partienlarly as it will yield 
no revenue—and so I say tluit 1 have finally comedown in favour of increasing the 
toxation on one of the extremely few items of the customs tariif which shows an ex- 
naniling yield, vi/.., that relating to raw cotton, and 1 proiose that the duty should 
oe doubled. I shall no doubt lie told that by this incasiiro, I an indulging my usual 
vendetta against indigenous industry. I might wil!> a gooil (leal more justice, retort that 
perhajis the iiicroaseil duly would do something to jiromote the growing of the longer 
staples of cotton in India and this is no contemptible objective when we remember 
that Indian mills are im,>or(,ing over 7()i),000 bales of these varieties a year. However, 
I take neither the blame nor the credit for ciUier of these objectives. My design is 
simply to balance the budget by the least bnnlcnsome means o|M3n to me and that I 
claim to l»e doing. The increased du^ will oiicrato as from to-morrow and we can, 1 
think, safely put the extra yield at Its. 55 lakhs a year. With this addition to the 
revenue our iinal figures become: 

Its. 

Lakhs 

Ilevcnnc ... 82,70 

E.xi>endilure ... ^,65 

Surplus ... 5 

Niiki) for PouxrcAi- Eeooncii,iation 

At this stage, I sap(i<)se 1 ought to review the whole financial history of my five 
years of office or at any rate to try to draw its moral. But I shall do nothing of the 
sort. For India, as for the rest of the world, the future is much more important than 
the past. The political outlook has many menacing features both iu India and outside. 
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Many difScnIt problems fiu'c those resimnsiblc for the eonduct of affiiirs in India and 
elsewhere. For India, as for the rest ot the world, there is no ho|>c save in a release 
of the stresses which o)X!ralc iMstwocn ra<« and race ainl between community and 
comraunity. _ If that release can take phua:, India will not only be more pro8|)erous 
in itwlf, it will also shiiro in the very much increased i>ro8i»erity of the world at larne 
and in both cases the |x>tential growth of osmomic welfare is almost limitless. Anti 
1 would like tlic last words ot my last budget sj)ci,i‘h to be simply a restalcment of 
the obvious trutli that without itolitical rct^neiliaiiun—the word apiKsasemciit has 
Iterhaiw bctsimo too hackneyetl—Central ainl Provincial (lovernments alike in India 
must fail in the great task allotted to them of rtusing the standards of life of the ])Coplc. 

Now Ineome>Tax Rates 


Inoomk-Tax 


The foUomnfi is the tnf)le showing the rales of income mnl super- 
taxes proposed ; 

A. Individuals, Unregistered Firms, Uiinlii Undivided F’arailies and Associa* 
tions of persons (other than Comiwnies.) 

Income Rate per 

ItS. llni>oc. 

A. V. 

First ... l,!i(Vl ... ... Nil. 

Next ... ... d.rsKI ... ... n « 

« ... ... .\(«» ... ... 1 :j 

,, ... .\t»X) ... ... 3 0 

Ralatice of income ... ... ... ... 2 (i 

No fax itayablc on incomes not exccwling its. Income-tax on initomcs 

just above Us. 3,(.XJ() Ut be restri<Uetl to half the excess of the income above Rs. 2,000. 
11. Rate (or Oomitauics—3 annas 6 pics in the ruis.'e. 


A, Asscssecs other 


First 

Next 


Balance of incximc 


Bui’ER-Tax 

than Comttauics. Rate at 
Rs. 

... 25,000 
... lO.tXXJ 
... a().tx)o 
... 7(>,f«10 
... 7.YX» 

... l,!iti,UX) 

... l,.’K),tXX) 


annas jKtr rupee. 
A. 1‘. 
Nil. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


B. Comranics—1 anna in the riijn* on the whole income (no exempted slab). 

No sunmarge to be charged in rcsiKtct of citlier the Income-tax or the 
Buper-tax. 


OeNF-RAI. lllSCfISSION t»F lllJlXfEr 

7th. MARCBBefore the general discussion of Budget commenced to-day Mr. 
Abdul Qaiyum movcil an adjournmont motion on Kenya. 'Hie motion sought to disonss 
the failure of the Oovernment of India to secure the annulment or the existing 
practice with regard to the alienation and transfer of lands in the Kenya Highlands 
to Indians and the disepucting fact that non-British snldects of the European race 
will receive preferential tretitmcnt as against linliuns. The motion was accepted 
without discussion. 


General discussion on the Budget was then opened by Mr. Manu Suhedar 
from the Congress benches. Mr, Bubeikr felt that the tndian Financial system 
was patchwork prct«ired by opixjrfunists who were anxious to (xmceal from the 
people and from the legislature Bic true (lositiun. The Financial arrangements 
were such that the Oovernment wore nervous every time there was a project for the 
protluction of something in Indio. Every assistance asked for and every enconrage- 
ment or facility sought was turned down because all such Tcqnesls were considered 
only with reference to a diminishing revenne from irai>ort duties. This was a basic 
defect in the financial structure which would have continued if the law of diminish¬ 
ing returns had not intervened and comiielled the Finance Membw to corstate policy. 
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Mv. Abdul Qaiyum sHgfcewtcd the rtimiig of a vohiiiteev army from among Indiana 
and Indiatiiaation of the cxiating British army. That would reduce eai)enditure anti 
make the army move cilieient. Jfts strongly criticisod the funrard policy oji the 
frontier and saitl he siisiiec.tcd tlie ohjeett was to gain a foothold for a future war 
in Central Asia. He opposed the cotton ilnty and pointed out that the fifty erore 
gup coidtl have been (illed by a cut in high salaries of Government officios. 

Mr. Bhutto eommcndctl two features of the Budget, namely, absence of novel 
forma of tax and enforcement of internal economy, 'ihe cotton duty, he said, 
was a blessing in ilisguisc to the Indian cotton cnltivator. Indian mills riionla 
consume only Indian cotton he asserted, and in order to enfore this principle he 
would even snpimrt complete stoppage of all foreign cotton. Dealing with the 
rinkknr barriige, he st.at(d it was constructed at a time when prices were high and 
therefore ca)iilal cxpcndiliire was correH|)Oii<liugly high. He favourcrl a revamatiou 
of the barrage at a )owcr_ figure w as to r«luce inlcrcHt charges. 

Mr. Kailaith Bahari Lai criticised wluit he rcgnnlcd as denial of equal opixir- 
tunitios to provinces to improve their economic conditions ns excm]>lific(l in the refustd to 
open broadcasting stations in certain provinces like Bihar. He rmphaaisi^ that these 
Htations carrial with them ci onomu! as well as ctlucalive values which shonld Itc 
sharnl by all parts of Uie c-ountry. He als«) averted to the paucity of bdiaris in the 
Indian army. 

Mr. Azhar Ali declared (hat India’s credit did not stand very high in the eyes 
of the people of (ho <onn(ry, however high (he Finance Member might saw it stood 
in Uie iuternationul market. He Htrmigjy condemned taxing of raw materials such 
us cotton and also the ban on the export of sugar fiom India to countries abroad. 

Sardar Sant Singh, after referrittg to file happy news of the Baikot settlement., 
said the budget was a Inisincss-likc one but comiiluincd it had not been made 
interesting to owlinary lay man. 

Mr. nnrtwirvodly congratulated the Finance Mcmlter on the increase 

in the cotton duty. Ho Imwovor criiiciswl the cxi>emliturc incurred for providing 
more amcnitites for ihitish troops instesd of using the money for buying armaments. 

Mr. R. N. Bitsu tlumght Unit (he Inulget was featurch'ss and there was notlung 
e.xtraordiimry or sfriking iii it. He n^grcttetl that there was no return to the half 
anna postcard, lie was of opinion dint the inconictux slabs were a i>it loo large 
while the new cotton <luty was an indirect sulisidy of ultout four pierceiit to 
lancusliirc. 

Mr. K. S. Oupia declaral Unit the Finnn<‘c Member was a skilful iuggler 
who with a stroke of (Jic pen couvertc*! a delicit into a surpjlus. He criticised Uie 
t>x|icii(liture on defence and said tlmt no otlicr country spends so much as half 
the iiiwiine on defence. 

8tli. MARCH -Mr. Aikman comptain«l of encToachmont by I’rovincud Govern¬ 
ments on Uie field of central taxation mid said (bat there was a very real danger 
iMith to the financial slnictnve us a whole and to indiistrial and commercial developi- 
nicnt. Sir Ilmry Gidnry referred to the economy rtfivtcd in thu Civil Estimates and 
wunieil the Finance Mcnilier that csxmomy and cllicioncy wore strimgc bed-fellows. 
He also pHunted out diiit tlicrc was plenty of room for economy iii the medical 
section of the Detcuce Department. 

Mr. Rafiuddin Ahmrd Siddiqw, making his maUlcn spicech, stressed the need 
for a chiUtgc in Uie s<.'ulc of piay of ollicials, lor Iiidiunising the Army and for 
ending the pirosciit nuliUny iioUc.y in WusirisUin. 

Mr. Aso/ Ali svmiiathiscd with Uic iiosition of the Finance McmlicT who “had 
to adojit a Jcicyll and Hyde complex in iltfiiig his job” and laid down three criteria 
for jiaiglng the result of his stewardship of the cmiiitry’s iimuiccs. Had Uio average 
income of Uic piciipdo, the total iiuiidicr of industries and tlic pirico of commodities 
increased during the |«vi<»l of Ids Finance Menilicrsliiii 1 

Sir Jnnuis Urigg made a long siHwh reidying to the driiate. He charaeteriswl 
the Congress Tarty’s complaint of “iinder-estimuling” as “an echo of their master's 
voiw, the voice of the Feiloratioit of Indian Chamhers of Commerce and Industry 
ami mtiintaincd that the Budget had not been frameil on a piessimiatie basis. He 
defended the tluty on raw cotton and observed that talk of ruiimtiuii of the Indian mill 
industry was “coinpdeto rubbisli.” 

WoRKMItX’S COMI'ESKATIOH AMKNt). Bit,I. 

The House next piassed Uie Bill to further amend the Workmen’s Cninpien- 
sation Act, l‘JtJ3. The llill \vtn> intended to remove the doulils uucasiouod by cou- 
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flicting decioious of High Courts ns to whether on account of the expression ‘employed 
ou monthly wages’ occurring in the dednition of a workman in the Workmen’s Com¬ 
pensation Act a worker whose wages were paid otherwise than monthly could claim 
benefits of the Act. The Bill pro^sed to make it clear that it was never tlie inten- 
tion of the Act to debar a worker on such ground. Ihe Bill also sought to enable a 
workman whose claim had been rejected on this ground to have the mvestigation of 
his claim reo{)ened 

Cotton GrNNfNO & Pressing Amend. Buj. 

Ihe second Bill to amend the Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Act 15)2.5 
sought to meet the representations of cotton dealers that under the Ginning and 
Pressing Factories Act a rigid application of the provision which enabled a purchaser 
to reject a bale, if it was not marked as reiiuircd by the law, caused great hardship 
to the trade. The House then adjourned. 

Foreigners’ Registration Bilij 

9th. MARCH i—The Assembly to-day agreed to reference to a Select Committee 
of Sir Reginald Maxwell’a Hi^istration of Forcicners Bill. In moving Umt the 
Bill be taken into coiisidoratioii, Sit Reginald said that its olucct was a simple one 
and ita provisions wore confined to the creation of the Ict’.al machinery necesaary 
for maintaining a register of the foreigners who were at any time present in BTitish 
India and keeping that register up to date.” “1 do not, however, pretend tliat 
tliis is the only or even the pnncipal ground for bringing tiiis measure before die House. 
1 have hitheito been speaking oidy of what is necessary in moral times, that is to 
say, times of jjeai’e. In the present world circumstances however, we cannot ignore 
the iiossibility that this country might at some time or other become involved in war, 
and that in such a war some of the foreigners present in the coniitiy iniglit concei¬ 
vably become a source of dungei’. 1 do not say that any siiccial or immediate auju'c- 
hension exist at tius moment, but it is u lamsibility that must be kc)>t in mind and 
in such matters the otdy safe maxim is to bo prepared in peace fur any measures 
that may become necessary in war. 

‘'Government have for some time past been engaged in an examination of the 
mrasiircs which might become nciressary in a war emergency and the problem of 
dealing with foreigners is one of the subjects which have come under consideration. 
Referring to the available figures of foreigners, Bir Reginuid stated that in 15);{I, 
when tlie last c«nsii8 was taken, there was a totid os 572,000 but a very large nnndtec 
of them were such that by long usnage they were hntdly considered roreignci s. Biv 
Reginald announced that in deference to the wishes of i arty leaders he was prcparetl 
to accept the araciidnient for reference of the bill to a Belect Gonnnitlec on tlic under¬ 
standing that it siiould complete its works in time to cimblu the Bill to Itc taken throngii 
tfie final stages in the present session. 

Sand-Stowino Biij, 

The House then continued the debate on the Band-Stowing Bill as reiTorlcd 
by the Select Committee, consideration of which had been mov^ by Sir Mohamed 
liafrullah in on eai'lier littuig. 

Voting on Budget Demands 

loth, MARCH The question hour lasted only 15 minutes to-day and the House 
thereafter took up the discussion on cut mottons in the general budget. 'J'hc Euroiican 
group opened the discussion with a cut of Ks. ItJt) in the demand under ‘Executive 
i^uncu to raise a debate on the relationship Itetween provincial and central finances. 
Mr. i. C. Buss, moving a cut, acknowledged tlrnt Sir James Giigg’s keenest crituat could 
hardly deny that he bad been outHtatnlingly suwessfid in his oliject of providing 
funds for provincial needs, while at the same time securing a jKisiUoii of stability in 
his own budget and placing India’s credit high. Mr. Buss crilicired tlio iietrol sales tax 
and tlie employment tax and declared thtit these were the issues about which there 
was a very good case for disimssion ami a reasonable inteiprctatiou of tlic Govern¬ 
ment of India Act. It woidd be a sorry state of allaiis if Uie iiitransigieiice of 
provinces over such matters as these should comirel the centre throui^ sheer 
necessity, owing to contracting sources of revenue, to withhold tlieir contributions to 
the provincial exchequers from such funds as they would normally share with 
provinces. The probibitioii programme, said Mr, Buss, was tire immediate source of 
the dinicultics of the provinces and an incciitivn to look for supplementary revenue 
m directions which clashed with the interest of tlie centre. Mr, Buss pleaded for a 
frank and intimate discussion bclween the financial authorities at die centro and in 
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the provinces ns tlie Ijcst way o( achicviui; a reasonable inteipretation of their 
respective fields of taxation. Such a dist^ussion was the immediate need, he said, 
reKardless of the probable or improbable date of federation. 

Sir James Orign, after stressiii}; the importance of the subjoc't, observed that 
with all federations there must lie a pcriotl during which reai)et!tive taxation in the 
svheres of fedemtion and units liad to be delimited by the Federal _ Coiirt and 
India could not exiiec.t to escape the process which, however much it might be 
represented as a fight Imtweeii the centre and units, was the necessary one. The 
first step ill this piwess was the case in irigard to the C. P. iietiol tax. lie 
stated in reply to nuestions in tlie House that the Goveniment had been carefully 
considering the full implications of Uie judgnients in this case and Uiat it 
was wise to say as little as [lossible. That in die mam must still lie his 
attitude, though he might remind the House of the obsen-atinns he had 
made in his budget svicech uiul of the (hief Justice’s declaration that there 
must Ire mutual accommoilatiou and forlwarmice between __c()ntlicting juris¬ 
dictions. As regards the plea for regular confei’ences of Finance Ministers, 
the Finance Mcmlior said that he had airwidy cxplaincil his attitude. The first 
conference of this kind was Iteld in 11K!8 at Ins instnneo. It then discussed this very 
problem winch liad iiow arisen in an acute form in the C. P. case of thcap)>arcnt 
overlapping of excises and sales taxes. He had made certain suggestions which, lie- 
lieving as he then did that taxes on sales of iiidivhliial eommoiliticB were not witliin 
tile provincial sphere, he then thought, were fair and generous. I'hose proiusuls 
were not imcentablc to (he provincinr ix'prcaeulalives. lint even now he bclieveu that 
tho.<ie proiiosids were (he only possiiilc solution of the problem and were completely 
appropriate even to the ehangctl circumsiancca. 

nie emplovmeni tax raised two issues, (1) coiuuri’ent jurisdiction, and (2) 
st^-ial respoiisimlitios for tlie protcciioii of Uie rights of the services. As there were 
two questions, it Itehoved him to l>c doubly disitri'ct. With pveivcu|iat.ioii with Uie 
income-tax legislation it was pliyBicully imixissible to hold a second conference of 
Finance Ministei's. but Uieie was no reason wliy conferences slioiild not be resumed 
hereafter. It was, however, no gotsl hobliug lh«K» conferences if they were to be iiseil 
us a means for a conet’rted attack by the provinces on Uic centre. They must arise 
from and result in a gcnuiiie attempt of cixuieriition. 21ie liinuicial solvency and 
stahility at tlie centre must be prcsia-vctl at all cosis._ It might be jHissible for it 
long time to have financial stability at_ Uic cciitrt;_ witbont haying it in tlie pro¬ 
vince's, but Sve <‘aiinot oven tor a short time have limincittl slahiltty in Uic provin¬ 
ces without having it in Uie ecutre’. Bnhjwjt to Uiis )>rjmo coiisidcnition, it was the 
duty of the centre to <lo what it wuld for the pipviiices and he clainieil Uiat Uie 
(lovernmeiit of India had done and wwre doing this, lii the present budget Uicrc 
were ten or twelve crores by way of iissistaiico to the provinces. _Wheii (he 

Nicmeyer Award was drawn up iioboily siijiisiswl Uiat devolution of income-tax 

would begin for five years but in iioiiit of fin-i dcvoUilion started strnightawAy and 
with the passing of the iiu'ome-tii.x legishilum (Icsigiicd to improve the machinery 
mid structure of income-tax it would be laissiblc to devolve further sums. The 

Nicmeyer process was continuous but it was not going lo help much. Tlie ‘quasi’ 

ultimate issue was Uiat the niilitary cxiieiulituvc nnist be reduced, tiie saving should 
lie given to piovincca, pay must, be cut and double inconie-Ui.x relief must be 
aliolished. For that means that they would only arrive at friotioii and iinn-cooiicra- 
tioii and what was wanted was coo)icration to the conimoii end for the amelioration 
of Uie condition of the iimssus of p«ot>lc. If the olijivt was to destroy not only Uic 
transitional cnnslitiitioii and force something quite dillercut then all he had said a-as 
irrelevant and the oiiUook for India was not gooil. 

tSth. MARCH Dr. Sir Ahmed moved the first of tlie Muslim League 

Party cuts to-day to reduce the demand under Uieliead executive council by lie. I/- to 
discuss the inadequate reincseiitation of MuBlims in ccntiid services other than 
railways. Ho then procmled to dial wiUi Muslim nqirosentatioiis in the l^iabour 
Dcpanuicnt, the An-haeological Dcpurtmeiit, Uie Central Board of llevcnne and 
Uie Medical liestarch Deiiartmcnt. He suggested that the iierccntage of Muslims 
in each Department should tie so fixed that they might obtain the 25 p.c. share 
within ten years. Kir Jieginntd Maxwell, replying to the debate, divided the argu¬ 
ments advanced into two classes, namely, expi'ession of doubt at to whether the 
1934 resolution was being carried out as it stood tiiid, secondly, aitiuineiits oftmng 
suggestions for further advancing the policy laid down in order to accelerate 
Uie achievement of Us object. Oh the question of |iosls re()iiiring tcehnicul qnali- 
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iications he pointed out that this question was being examined afrcsli to see whether 
any modifieationa were necessary. As^ regards promotion by seniority the general 
rule was that it was sulijeut to the titnoss of the senior man and such promotions 
occurred only in cases where the prninotion was to a post in a superior ca<lre and 
here it was not entirely oiKsn to a Hindu or a Muslim according to any pre-deter- 
mined plan. Concluding, he offered to investigate any complaint that was brought 
to hjs notice regarding the working of the resolution. Sir Ztauddin Ahmed at Uiis 
stage expressed satisfaction with the assurances given by the Home Memlier and 
asked for leave to withdraw the motion. The motion was then withdrawn. 

Mr._ Siddiqw. Ali Khan niove<l the. second Muslim lieaguo Party cut of the 
day to discuss “the de|uirtnro from the practice of using Urdu script in postal forms.” 
He referred to many instances in which jiost ofiicijs in places such as Sind, where 
Umu was spoktm by many peoidc, did not have forms piintal in Uitlu. The debate 
bad not concluded wlieii the liuusc adjourned. 

14th. MARCn ;—Sir Thomas Stewart, replying to tlic debate to-flay, ]X)inted out 
that there had been no dei)arture from the practice of using such forms. The real charge 
that was raised, according to liim, was that the Post and Tclt^mph deiwtment had 
been endeavouring to sntqucss UnUi forms and for this jmriiose liad entered into a 
lionsinracy with tho_ Congress. Ue deniisl this charge categorically and declared that 
it was not the practice of tlic fiovenimciit or the Post and Telegraph department to 
take sides in any political or literaiy disputes. The siieechcs during the debat^ he 
continue^ were an attempt to jiersunde the Government to take part in proiiagandu 
for fiopiuarising the Urdu scrijit. 'llie Posta) de]>arimcnt could not dci)cnd on iiny 
considerations other tlian pnmlicnl. 

The motion was pressed U» a tUvisioii and rcjoctcil by 41 to 12 votes, the Congress 
party remaining neutral. 

Sir Ziattfidin moved a cut motion nmlcr ‘Posts and telegraphs department’ to 
iliscnss the allowing of ‘one-sidwl propagamla au<l withholiling of Icle^ams sent by a 
rival party’. He refcrre<l to a telegram pulilisheil in the press nlxnit the rceent inci¬ 
dents in the Aligarh Dniversity in which it. apiiearcd that students hutl been guilty of 
burning books. As a matter of fact he found on enquiry that this was entirely 
wrong and the telegrams giving the otJior side of tlie iiicturo had been handed in but 
withheld by the telegraph authorities. 

Sir At, N. Sircar, Tjiw Memlicr, explaiiusl that the decision whetlicr a telegram 
was objcetiomihle or aliirniing was Uiken by the. district magistrate and not by a 
tifleen-nipec clerk. How salutary and absolutely essential the provision of Uiia 
jiowCT to withhold objectionable tclegiiUtts was, would lie evident if one rcliccteil on 
the ineaienlablu harm tliat will laifall for instance by a false telegram staling that 
a certaui bank of ISomlmy bud gone into lupiUlation. 

Sir N. N Bin-ar ixiiiited out that Mr. Snttmuurti was eoirect in holding that 
the rule was ultra vires of tlie setdioii rcfcrnsl to by him but the rule was not made 
under that swtion but under the ruic-makiiig iiowcrs. Tlie motion, as it stoixl, 
however <Ud not refer to rules hut the iKists and telegraphs department wlio were 
only acting on the district magistrate’s orders. 

'ITic cut motion was jirrastHl to a division ami pnssal by 5:j to 41 voles, the Con¬ 
gress party and Congress nationalists voting with the Muslim Ixjague iiarty. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman next g<it up to move the Inst of the Muslim Ijeagno 
party’s cut motions to discuss Uie comlitiun to lie iinpowsl on subsidized or protected 
industries in India, He hail not conchideil his sjiccch when the time allotted to the 
Muslim League party expireiland the Congress Nationalist cut motions were taken up. 

The House passed by 57 votes to 40 Mr. Sant Singh’s cut motion to discuss 
the constitutiuii and terms of referciico of the Bandhurst Committee ermtrary to the 
terms in the resolution missed by Uic Assembly, lie considered tlie conuMwit ion and 
terms of reference of the Committee dert^atory to the prestige of the House and 
humiliation. Ei-cn if freedom of choice was necessary, it should have been exercised 
not to satisfy the British Government but Indians who were vitally concerned. 

Mr. Ogilvie, replying to the charges, iKiintcd out that so far as the terms of 
reference were concerned they met the demand of the resolution of the House which 
asked for implementing the recommendalion of Uio Bkecii Committee, namely, five 
years after starting Indian Bandhurst there would be review of pace of Imjjanisa- 
tion. These were implemented now by (ho present committee. He rriterated the 
views regarding the excollenee of material coming into the Army and also about the 
the difficulty of tapping sources of Uiis material. This question was so important 
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that the Government included it amonj' the torma of reference. For * m’celemtion 
of rcc.riiitment there Mionld be iivmlabie Biillicient (i;ood material. 'J'hc Govern* 
ment were very aiixinui iiliout tlua and in thU counoc.tioii ho reminded the 
House that in lOIKj the nnmlicr of candidates who ofTored tiiemsclves for thirty 
comintssions in the army had fallen to 12B from 229 in lOlU the peitk year. 
TnrniiiK to the I'ersonncI of the eomiiiittee, he ]iointed out 'tthat the present 
membership wiis bascil on variety of reasons which included the need for widest 
possible exiHjrienco ami practical interest in the nature of tlie ]>rohlcm. The motion 
was pressed to a division ami ac.c.ei)ied by ,57 votes to U). Tlic Assembly then adjourned. 

15th. MAKCH Mr. S. Satyaiuurti iiiovc<l the first of the C'on};rcss pirty’s cut 
to censure the (iorcrnnient for its defence |K)licy and administration. ‘What is the 
Gmernmeiil’s defence policy’ i asked Mr. Sntyamnrti in inovijiK the cut. This iiolic.y 
he declared, nltiniatcly deiHjnded on the forci;rn policy of Great Britain. He condom* 
neil this policy as a purely siunelcss |H)licy. ‘We in India who can work out our 
forci^tn prlicy,'he njiitinuca, ‘are not. consul ted. I le<liil not see any jiarticular divnger 
to India from Asiado couutries. India, he pns^coded, was weak at present in the must 
decisive arms in the defence of .any country, namely, air ami arm. Jfc felt that 
there would be very little dilFicid I y in fompleicly Indianii'.inj; tlio air force in India 
because the British were also new comers in this field and could not pnt forward th(»o 
claims which n'cre niaintaiircd in (Oune..'tioii with the laud and sea forces. India had 
no territorial or lomincivial aaibiiioii in any |>art of tlie world and ns such it would 
nut be (lifiicult for her to remain maitral in wars of future. All that site required was 
the mininuuii hi^hly_ c((uippcd land forces witli a first <-lass citizen anuy as a second 
line defence. I'or this purpose (be pn^swii, e.\|><>mlii.iirc was far too bmh and this 
country needed only about Ils, 2") cro.es. The Defence department, however was 
not int.ercste<l in diifembiijr Jmlia but dcfcmliin' imimrmlist interests. Anotlici' r^oii 
in censuring the <lefcnco iiolicy ami attitude was Uiat the Defence department was 
(•onsislcntly refusing to take people of this conotry and tlioir roprosentetives in 
confidence. Turning to the defence cx|)cmlitnrc, lie docLared that the bulk of this 
was wasted oti tlie frontier where wartime ami iHauelirac were identical. 

Mr. Ogih’ie, replying to the debate, referred to the first main contention that 
the country was not in an adocpiate stale of defence and regular forces were not 
proiKjrly distributed. This, lie sai<l, was iiatmal criticism, but it must be viewedi 
irom the ultimate iKiiiit tlwt India had now the largest aggregate human bdngs 
namely, 3ii milfion pooidc and to im»t tlie defence rapiirciiiciits of all these tlusv 
had only hwl an income of a Balkan Htato at tiu: ilis|H>sal of the central Guvoriimont 
The resources of this country hiul not liecn enough to seciiro the cstaldisliment of 
a first class land, sea and air force sm h ns was nccossai-y to defend whole 
<amnti 7 on terms similar to Uuisc. on which other coinilrics doixjmlMl. Britain had not 
defended India, someone else would liave to. Tlie advance in the pci-foiaion of armaments 
during the last 20 years was enormous and wc could not liotic to licar the c-ost of main¬ 
taining a modern luiny. ‘Wo can, however, be tliaiikfiii that in the event of a calamity 
overtaking this country, enormous reinforcements will be available.’ Bearding ^e 
territorial force, he said that that again was a question of money. Ho doubted 
Uie practical value of a vast national militia as snggestod by some members 
Bofoning to Mr. Abdul Qaiyum’s assertion that for the British to Indianize the 
army would lie a suicide, tlic Defence Hecrctai'v said tliat an In^anized army 
wmild, tliey envisaged, be as loyal as its prafecessor, Ihe House at this 
adjourned. ^ 

IBth. MARCH Mr. 7’. S, A. Chetliar moved the scr'ond of the Congress cute 
to-day to discuss the comlitions of Ilulians overseas. Mr. Chettiar narratcsl at length 
the conditions of Indians in 8oufh Africa quoting from Weth Govind Das’s reiwrt 
He referrefl to Ceylon whore most of the Indians were from Madras ’nre 
Government of India’s rcsiionsibilily bad now increascil, he said, because the 
new income-tax law provulcd for taxing these Indians abroad. He assured toe 
Government that the Congress was always prepared to support them in all the 
stops they might adopt to help overseas Indians. 

8ir Oirja SJuxnkar Bnjpai, replying to the debate, dealt with too more 
salient aspects of the suhiccts, iianiely, the questions of too Indies in South 
Africa, Fiji, British Oiiiiia, Ceylon and Malaya and the question of the 
apjiointmcnt of agents. Dealing with South Africa, he admitted the difficulty and 
intensity of toe situation and paid a triliiitc to the heroism of our eonntiwmon 
there. Keforriiig to the latest problem that the Indians in South Africa were 
in a State of grave appntoonsion as r^aids its outcome, he declared that this 
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aptiTcIiRnfiion was fully shared by the Gaverumont of India. Wc arc and 
have been for the last fortnight in close <5orrc8))ondeiico with the Union Government 
and we arc determined to try oiir utmost by method of negotiations and he for 
one was quite lioiXifiil that this matter wa-s being sottlcfl amicably and honourably 
the Siitisfaction of all swtions of Indians. In Fiji the main trouble was 
insecurity of land tenure. But this limihition, he reminded the House, anplied 
h> all and not merely to Indians. He infonnwl the House alioiit the imssibility 
of throwing oi>en to the development of all laud not held by the Fijians with 
90 years instead of 21, as a probable dcivsc period. The Government of India 
had, he added, also taken up with his Majesty’s Government Uie question of 
an}x>inting an agent. In BritisU Guiana the problem was of marriages and accor¬ 
ding to the law there, all marriages which were not registered were illegiti¬ 
mate. Mr, Tyson, he s-vi<l, hiul been instructed to do his b(»t to obtain a satis- 
huitory solution. The Village Communities Ordinance was a question in Ceylon 
and he contented liimaolf by reminding the House when the question of true 
relations would be taken up negotbtion would also iucluclc the disabilities of 
Indians. Turning to Malayii, ho nssiircd the House that while dcoliug with the 
question the w.nges i)rol)letn, slatns, etc. would Ijc kcj)t in view. 

The motion wiis <-arric<l without a division. 

Mr. fC. Snnhitiam moved a cut to discuiss ‘the failure of the Government of 
India lo protect the c(K- 0 !Uint indimtry.’ Jfc said that there wera 14 lakhs of 
acres in India, growing c(K‘Oimiit, of which IIJ lakhs wera in the Madras Vresi- 
dcncy ami Houth Indiini Staios. The priec trend was sliown l>y the fact th.at 

from Ils. 23 iHsr cwt. in 1929 it came down to Rs. 0 in 193.') and after a brief 

mriod it rose again to Rs. 12. It fell again to Rs. C. Ceylon coci.>uiiiit was Iwing 
dumT>cd at distress prices and wliat was essentially a <!Ottage industry in Malabar 
was Ixang ruined. The reine<ly was a siwilu! duty on Ceylon «!Ocoanut. 

8ir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, replying to the debate, stated that be bad 
considerable sympathy with tlio view iK)int voiced by the House, lie )X)inlcd 
out that prices during the last ten yeiirs had shown n tendency to fluctuate, 
though from 1931 the prices liad voerc<l round giving the cultivator a belter 
et^ononiic return. Hinco 1937 Miens was an unfortniiate recession in prices, Mic 
decline in account being yicrhaps more tlmii that in otlier cases, lint adequate 

relief could be hoped only tliroiigh a general rise in world prices. The Govern¬ 

ment, he assorted, was seriously considering the question. The motion was aecopted 
by the House. 

Mr. Mohanlal Saxena moved the last of the Congress cuts to discuss the ques¬ 
tion of the state prisoners detained without trial. He confined himself mainly 
to the question of the thr<w prisoners confined in Delhi. Sir Iteginald Maxviell, 
replying, stated that according to tlie debate there was no support to the mover 
from any part of the House. He felt, therefore, that his department was not 
guilty. The discussion was not concluded, when guillotine was applinl and the 
ramiuning demands were [lasscd without a division. The House then adjouriiod. 

The Finanee Bill Debate 

17 th.MARCH;—Tlxe Assembly began general discussion of the Finance Bill 
to-day the consideration of ivhich was moved by Sir Jew es Grigg. Opening the 
debate with a speech lasting over an hour, Mr. Bhulabhai Desai described the 
Finance Member as conservative in estimating the income and socialistic in putting 
his hands into other jicoplc’s ^lockets, and as the worst of the prodigals in expenditure. 
Taking first the largest source of income, namely, customs, Mr. Desai expressed the 
opinion that a sum of nearly Its. 130 lakhs was concealed in the figures presented. 
This sum would be available from the expci-tcd sugar imports. Referring to the 
paltry sum of five and a half lakhs which was expected to result from the new 
proposals regarding kbandsari sugar, ho declared that the Finance Member was rcallw 
hitting hard the smaller manufacturers and the poorer consumers who depended on 
these manufacturers. Turning to revenue from the incometax in revitalising 
which source of income they had not gi'udgol their assistance, Mr. Desai said that 
the large proccc<la which Hir James Grq^ had promised when he introduced the 
Income-Tax Amendment Bill bail diminished in the budget The new law r^arding 
trusts, assorted Mr. Desai, was sure to bring ui a substantial income. Mr. Desm 
continued that the proeoeils from the tax on foreign incomes on the accrual basis 
had not been taken mto acconnt while the results cxiiected from tightening up the 
machinery of collection had not been shown. Sir James had argued that the proc^ids 
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from the ineome-tax would lie affected by deterioration in trade. He would point 
out, however, that iJiis year’s income-tax would las based on last year’s profits and 
Sir .lames himself had said tliat last year was a good year. Mr. Desai next 
criticised the remo^al of tlio exemption limit on corporation super-tax. This, he 
declared, would gravely aff’ec.t the smaller industries whose income approached lls. 
51VXX). _ Kcferring to the proposal to tap the rich in order to counter-balance the 
relief given to (he |x>or, Mr. Desai while not obieeting to this principle could not 
commend the wisdom of the proiwsid which would involve a tax of nine and half 
annas per rupee on rhe last slab-or as it might be called, die last straw. But no 
added taxa^tioii would have been ncr^cssary if tlie resolution j)a8sed by the House 
recommending ten jjor cent, cut in (he higher salaries would have been given effect 
to. He would repeat hi i appcid to the olficials to make that voluntary sacrifice. 
Clomiiig to the additional iini>ort duty on cotton, Mr. Desai failed to understand 
how this was going to bring about immediate change in tlic growth of long 
sta])lc cotton in Ind a. Tlic effecit of the imixtsitioji, lie reminded the House, would 
amount according to his calculation to a boiinly to the foreign competitors—not only 
Ijancashirc but lilso Japan -of 1 iiercciit. on finished cloth and 7 per cent, on yarn. 

Bir Ootmttji Jtihangir, in a trenchant K|)ccch, severely criticised Sir James 
Origg’s new pro;)osiils lo ‘a<»ik the rich’ and help Japanese trade with India. Sir 
IJowasji found fault with the Finance MemlKir’s unorthodox methods of drawing 
upon the military sinking fund to the extent of -1!) lakhs. Dealing with the retrench¬ 
ment of 118 lakhs on tins civil side he poiiital out tluit really it was nothing more 
than a i) 08 t|«iK-men-. of the civil works. Jle eoiidolcil with^e hliiam* Memmir and 
the wmij.ry on the drop of H07 lakhs of customs revenue but he felt there was no 
instification for Sir James (irigg to e.x)Kx.'t an imjirovement of only 35 lakhs. He 
believed it would Iss easily a crorc. He strongly criticised the income-tax proposals 
and iKjintetl out tim; the budget prois-mals coiinrnieil his earlier fears ^at the new 
aeiwual basis and ot.Ucr innovations will not yet yield much revenue. He said that 
only 6,306 )>crsons in British India out of ‘JfiO millions earned over Rs, 25,000 annnally 
while only 356 over one lakh. Sir Dowasji tiion tloirlt at length with (he additional 
Imiiort duty on cotton. Sir James Origg, he said, clutched at it because it was the 
only item which wai showing increasing returns, and on tlio ground that it would 
encourage the growth of long staple cotum in luiliii. The Indian mill industry, he 
said, was now following the advice of (he 1027 tc.v(ilc committee ns regaivls manu¬ 
facturing a higher (( lality of cloth the raw materials for which would bo coming 
mainly from E:wt .Africa. But surely tliis aclioii on llie jiart of the mill industry din 
not warrant the conclusion that long staple cotton could be grown in India. To 
prove this he (luotol lh<! rc|iortB of the Indian Central Committee, wliieh showed 
that hardly 7,'XXI tiales wore capable of being H|)un at the lowest or tlie highest 
counts. The Indian mills, he assured the House, were anxious to use Indian cotton 
liccausu it was cheaper. 

Sir Ziauddin embraced a vast range of subjects. He contended that redaction 
in the value of the (lostcard did not involve as large a loss of revenue os contended. 
If the_ price docrciHeii the demand would increase, lie tdso rlid not accept Sir 
Cowasji’s arguiiiciit that India was unable to grow any more long staple cotton. He 
had licen assured b) the growers in the I’linjiU) Unit they could produce nioro long 
stople if they found the ilemainl. The increase in duty was thus advantageous to 
(he agriculturist. He also dealt with the representation of Muslims in services and 
army in India, pari.icidarly the divisiun of the army in India in two tlivisions, one 
for (he maiitleinuiee of iulernal sixMirity and one for the dcfciu% of Indio. 

Dr, Btinmrji declared (hat the hcarincss of the burden of taxation could not 
lie denied and (he ineidi'iice of taxation was far from being equitable. The budget, 
he lamented, was a very disap|iuiii(iiig one and lacked foresight and imiiginatioii! 
The mlicy of rctrei'chiiiciit did not go far enough and there was no iiulication of 
the almlitiou of siiperHuous posts or cuts in salancs. There was a very iineonvincing 
defence of the military expenditure while the policy bdiind the addition^ cottou 
duty and khamlsari projiosals was the conlinuatioii of the policy of makiiig the people 
knock their hciuts against each other, lie miwle a siiccial plea for the Imugal mills 
which, he claimed, would sutl’cr great hardships. He next criticised the income-tax 
pro[iosal8, particularly tiie removal of the exemption limit of 50,(XX) in case of 
corporations. Ho hud not concludcil when the House adjourned, 

18th. MARCH; —Mr. Abdul Kaahid Chaudhury referred to tho solicitude of the 
Finance Member fur the lower middle classes and said that this was at the expense 
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of the riehor classes who were beins bixcd out of existenoa The solicitude of (ho 
Finance Member for the lower middle cbkss, however, stoppe*! when memlwrs of these 
classes joined (ojjcthcr to form companies. British iwlicy in this couiiti^ had been to 
prevent (ho accumulation of wealth here. 

Mr Mulhuranfia Mudnliar itointed out lliat this was the fifth hill of its nature 
which Uie house had to desil with and contained exactly similar imtvisious, e. <j,, salt 
duty, |)ostcard rates eh;. Ho had no ohjtxition to the khandsari duty had it not been 
for the change in tlie definition of factories. He next dealt with the evil effects of 
the dumtune of foreijm salt in this lionntry. Turniii}? to the income tax jiroposals he 
welcomed the new slab system hut felt Biat it was no credit to tlie Finaiuie 
Member’s bonafides because he ha<l left loophelcs tor highly paid non-Indian officials. 

Sieami Virnkatachnllaiii Chetty rcmiinlcd the Finsuiec Member that this was the 
first Finance Bill by Sir James (iiigg that had received eonstmetive criticisms from 
the opposition and no hojieil tliat Sir James would make an effort to profit by it. 

Mr. B. Dus made an at.tonipt to strike a haJunce sheet of the stewardship of the 
Finance Memlicr for the last five yesirs. Sir James, he declared, was able to 
maintain the credit of the (luvernincnt of India biif nut the credit of India. Bir 
James ludiievtHl this maiidy heciinse of the flight of gold tind the high taxation iiolicy 
of his pralecessor. He hoped Bir Jaiii(« tirigg, when at the war office, would stand 
by the dispali'hes which he had wril.len to fin; war office about Ihc rctiiiiuion of army 
exiMinditure and the claim for large contrifiiilions. 

Mr. Aihar Ali, spixiking as a reprcscnlutivc of (be pisir [tcojdc of India, wanted 
the floveriiment of Inflia to coii sidertUe case of the i«>or istople. 'J'lui nndor-cstimn- 
lion ill this Inidgci. had faxtii snlficieiitly provtxl. Ho for his party would merely assert 
that tliis biuiget was ilcvoid of any concession to the lonr. 

Mr. Anavthasananani A)///(inf/«r <letslare<l (hat the Finance Member should recog¬ 
nise that, since cxnorts were shrinking, eusUnns revenue must deeruasc year by year. 
Owing to tlio advance in tlie maniifaclnrc of synthelic- suhstitntes amongst other 
reasons, India’s ex|K)rts of raw materials were falling considerably. Only by exiwt 
of gold_ luts they nuiintaiiieil their credit, abroad, but this ha<l had tJic effect of 
imjHivcrishing the country. Itoferring in coneliisioii to the broadcasting sen’iee, Mr. 
Ayyangcr said that thevc was a coiisidernlilc amount of patronage. 'Ihey paid Uio 
same people to speak or i>crIonn time after tinio; why did they not obtain tlie 
services of jieonlc who were visulv to ajicak or purforni free ? The Assembly 
at this stiigc adjourned till Monday the 3Uth. 

20tb. MARCH : -Mr. Kuladkar Ckalihu put forward to-day Assam’s claim to grea¬ 
ter financial support from the tfciitro. Theiu'esent finaueial itositini) of the proviiutc did 
nptjxsrmitof the administration Iwing properly run. Without more funds at their 
disposal, the tJovernmont would not he alilo to ilnvclop the great natural resoiirees of 
the province. As regards reiiresentatioii in thescrvic.es, the jtcoplc of Assam were 
almost completely ignored. This was narticnlarly (he case in the I’osts and Telegraphs 
Heiiartment, in which in that part of irnlia Bengal had a virtual monopoly. 

Championing the claims of Bind, Mr. Shahban contested the assertion tliat long 
staple cotton could not he grown in siifficieut ipimitities in India. Bind, he said, 
could grow long staple cotton if the deraand arose. But the agriculturists must have 
the co-Ojieratum of (he nianuhu furers. The Bind of to-day, Mr. Bhahhan coiitimiefl, 
was made to shoulder the biiideii of (he Siikkiir barrage. It should not be made Ui 
accept as great a liability as it was saddlisl with at (iresi'nt. Were the Gentral (iov- 
crnnicnt bent oil seeing tho_ financial collaimeof the province before they came to its 
rescue? Were they deforniiiuxl to commit financial infanticide? If the inadoiiuiey of 
the present subvention was not realised in time that would bo the [wsition. 

Mr. Sitrya Kumar Bom coiKlemiioil the British iwlicy which had resulted in the 
destruction of nil Tniliaii indiislrics. The British, he deejarod, were only eonccnied with 
destruction ih Uiia coiiiiUy. They introdiical the cinema which alibcted the morals of 
India. ITc compiu-eil the per capita income of Tndia and the scale of salaries, with the 
jiosilion in resiiect of other countries, and declared that a saving of aliout 11«. 25to3l) 
crores would lie available for iiiition-biiilding activities if there was a proiici' rauljustmeut 
of military and civil expenditure. 

Mr. K, Santanain had three tests for judging the merits of the present Budget. 
The first was whether it had cffcetcil an cr|iiitablo redistribution of the sum of 
the wealth of the country. Out of the sum of Its. 80 crorcs, 3.5 crores came from 
the masses, 40 from the middle and richer classes, and only 5 crorcs from the non- 
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Indian element. From thia Bum of 11 b. 80 croiw collected, only about Ra. 10 
cfores went to the muascK. The mniaining 70 ctorea were equally dividcMl between 
the richer classes and the toreiguer. Hecoiidly, there was the <|uesl.ion wiiether 
the Budget increased national elliciency. A Bum of Its, oOeroreB was wtistcd on 
Defence, which did not inciude a jiroiier Niw-y or Air Force, With Rs. 40 crorea, Inilia 
could have had a well equippeil Army, Navy lunl Air Force Buliicient to defend India 
and her needs. 

Seth Sir Ha,ji A.bdutlah Haroon, s))caking as a repre tentative of a cotton growing 
area, com)dainod about mill-owners rogai'ding utilisation of the produce. He, however, 
would not blame the mill-owners entirely, l»ci-ausc this type of cotton was not available 
in abuniiancc. He had no objection to a siihsidy as siiggcstcsl by .Mr. I^antnnam, but, 
he asked, where a'as the money for the subsidy to come iroin f He lual, therefore, to 
strongly support the additional cotton duty. 

Mr. Sri Prukasa wanted a rediuaioii of the duty on I nduut salt. Turning to the sugar 
pro|H)sals, he fell that the Oovernment’s isdicy would he disastrous to the (xtople. Me 
rcmindtvl the Finance Mciulter of his free trade principb's, which Mr. I'l-jikasa pointed 
out, rait counter to the inescnt projKisal to double the duty on raw cotton. 'J'hc treat¬ 
ment us regards itost cards-an important item in the pisn- man’s domestic economy— 
was a positive scanilal. He next dealt with the hardships arising from the income-tax 
pru|iosals mid dtclarrd that there was dise.rimiiiaiion in favour of the (ioveniment ser¬ 
vants, He eonderairxl the metlusl by which iimoiue-tux otlieers maile Ihetr demands, 
and the failure of thi Finance Meuilier set matters aright. Finally, he detdared that 
at present every amt iiity which contributed to the raising of the standard of living in 
this eountry, was taxed. 

Haji dhnndhu'y Muhamviad fsmail Khan isiinted out lliat the time had now 
come for a rwiuctioii of the salt duty so as to enciairago the Indhui industry. He 
a<lvo(«ted a prorecti VC duty, lie also nrgvsl IhenctMlfor reducing the iiost cards rates, 
ami regretted that there was still no Ih>|H) for a quarter anna post card. Referring to 
the additional cottot< duty, and the ho|H! that it would help in increasing the cnltivu- 
(ion of long Btagilc it. Imlni, he said that it was simdl consolation as it was not known 
how many years it woiihl take for liringing almut the ilesired end. Tlic House then 
adjourned. 

aist. MABCH ; -Mr. Satt/amurli imuKiumlcvl a luimher of tests for judging tiio 
stewardshii> of Sir .fames (ivigg during (lie last qiiiiutneiiniiim. Were the iM.’ople of this 
tsKUitry, he asked, laoro prosiioroiis than what they were live years tigo ? Had the 
purchasing jKiwer ol the millions in this country Imhmi increased to any ap]>reciablo 
extent ? H.ail tlie siamlards of life of tlie iHsiple of this country Iicen raised 1 

Mr, Aikman made u brief survey of the general finunciul posithm. Ixiokcd at 
from almost any angle lie sai<l it was evident (hat at no [lericsl since the (ireat war had 
the Central (lovernmcnt Imi'n on so soiiml a liinmcial I'lHiting as it wiis to-day nor had 
its general jiolicy in otlier directions given a greater feeling of conlidence. Turning to 
the heavy burden ol taxation, lie pointed out tliat most of the rmi^cncy tuxes iiui^ecl 
during tile crisis year of 1931 contimusl at bust in some tiart until this day. Tlicrc 
could be little doubt that the Budget was t4>-day based on level of taxation that 
was high. 


Mr. if. S. Aney iKiinleit out that wliile the Finance Bill was intended to soeuro 
the money neolcd for oxiicmliture, it also gav'« the House the opixirtiinity of considering 
the stew'ardship of he'rreasnry bcnchos. He first dcidt with wJiat had been termed 
‘‘(Joinmcrcial l)ci«ietments”, because they aH'oixl a test of the capacity of those in 
charge of the luaiuitccmcnt. Turning to tlic jsists and lelegnqilis department, he |K)inted 
out that the extravagance of the teh^Taph se<uUm was the cause of the loss iu tlie 
deimrtmeut. He cm)ihiisiwHl the need for liringing dovvii the level of postcard rates iu 
the interest of tlic )KX>r man. This, he dcclanul, would be a sm'ial service. 


Sir .fames Orq/fli, in roplyiiig to tlic four days’ ilcbate, dealt with many points 
made by the siicakers, particniurly by the r,icadcr of the Op)s>siiion. .Sninmarising the 
result of the oliscrvMt.ioiiH iiiade by the Federation of Indian Cluimliers of OummeK'c and 
the licader of the ()|>i»osilion on the so-calbsl umbw-esiimating Revenue in the Budget, 
Sir .lames said, “on sugar sometliing or iiuibiiigiir the tnO lakh’s extra revenue given 
by the federation uud the Isiadcr of the Opisisilion may prove to be forthcoming. On 
income tax there is proliably nothing and if theri* is aiiytliing it goes to the provinces. 
On military expemUtnre we may have to pmvide more and certainly shall not have to 
provide less. Even if vve ini|Kisoda |uiy cut, which we have no intention of doing, the 
centre vvonld gain a few lens of lakhs only. On the other hand, customs Iteveuiie has 
almost certainly liecn overestimated es|MX*i!illy taking into account the continuing 
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decline in imports from Lancashire and the Bombay prohibition measure. AIto<!ether, 
so far from there being six crores of margiit to play with, tlicre is almost certainly no 
margin at all and certainly not cuoiif^i to enable us to do without the inureas^ 
snportax on raw cotton.*’ Continuing the Finance Member said; Events in the 
outside world and in the conntiy had prevented things from being better still but 
it was idle to deny that things wore Imtter. As regards the cessation of the rural 
development grant after two years, Sir .Tames said that the reason was simple. 
Under the new constitution, even more than under the old, the responsibility for 
nation-buihliiig rested on the provinces and that was why the annual grants for 
rural development were abandoned and efforts were concentrated on starting the 
autonomous provinces on an even keel. 

The House passed the first reading on the Finance Bill and adjourned. 

28nd. MARCH :'~The Assembly began to-day detailed consideration of the clauses 
of the FuianceBill. Mr. Ananthasamtiam Ayyangar,m behalf of the Congress tJarty, 
moved that iho proposed duty of Rs. J-4-0 per m.aiiiul of salt miuuifaetured in, 
or imported into, British India should bo reduced by four annas. Mr. Ayyangar 
empha^zed that this amendment was not intended ns an attack of the Finance 
Bill but as a token of opixisiUon to tlie continued oiieratioii on the Surcharge 
Aet. This Act was an emergency measure. The hlnance Member removed sur¬ 
charge from income-tax but nc continued the surchaige on salt, which commo¬ 
dity was of the gieatest importance to tlio poor iu India. Mr. Ayyangar asked 
the House to regard his amendment as directed towards obtaining the rcfical of 
the Biircharge Act and not ns an attempted inroad into the ITnnnco Bill itself. 

Sir Jamf.8 Qrigg, opposing the amendment., statcil that he had ‘nothing up his 
sleeve’ and as such he could be opjiosing every amciulinent of this tyjic. T'he intention 
and desire of opposition with r^aid to tliis Hmendmont, lie iiointed out, 
appeared to be to reduce about 5 as. from duty and then give 2i as. to the 
manufacturer. Prof. Ranga suggested tluit if the Finance Memncr wanted hinds 
he should try to get it by some other means and not to touch salt wMch 
affected everyone in this country, particularly die Poorest section of the masses. 
The amendment was pressed to a division and corriid by 55 to 33 votes. 

Two amendments to the provisions of the Finance Bill dealing with the 
excise duty on khandsari sugar were rejected. The first nineiidmcnt movcii by 
Mr. Surya Kumar 8om which sought to delete the provision nmenrling defi¬ 

nition of ‘factory’ and the provision reducing the duty from Ec. 1—as. 5 to 
as. 8i was rejected by 42 to 9 votes, the Congress and the Muslim League 
parties remaining neutral. Moving the amendment Mr. 8om declared that these 
provisions would strangulate the liiggest cottage indnstiy wliicli liad survived the 
onslaught of British imperialism. The amendment was supiiortcil by Prof. Ranga 
and Mr. B, D, Pande. Ojiposing the uineaidment Sir James Origg Finance 
Member, pmnted out that if 2,09,()00 tons of such sugar was to be taxed at 8 as. 
per cwt. then there would have been revenue of about Jis. 20 lukhs. But since 
the revenue would come to only about lls. 54 lakhs, it was clear that neaiTy 
three-quarters of the producers would be uncffcctctl. This meant that the reiu 
cot^e industry would have to bear the duty of ns. 8 against the duty of lls. 2 
which would be levied on sugar factories. 

Mr. Abdur Rasheed Chotodhury next moved an amendment to delete the provi¬ 
sion affecting the definition of ‘factory.’ While oiiposiiig the amendment Sir 
James Chrigg assured the House tliat working of these clauses would lie watclicd 
carefully during the coming year and, if any genuine village industry was injured, 
steps would be taken to amend tlic definition suitably. TTic amendment was 
rejected without division. 

Sir H. P. Mody moved for the omission of the clause imposing an incieased 
duty tm imported cotton. Itefcriing to Mr. A. Aikmaii’s 8|>cech, Sir H. P. Mody 
said that apparently the European group had no objection to otliers bearing the 
tax to balance the bui^ot. As for tiic Finance Menilier his maxim seemed to 
be: ‘A thing of duty is a joy forever.’ (lawighter.) This, he Bind, was a tax on 
raw material and as such fundamentally iiusouniL Giving various grounds nf 
objection to the duty. Sir Homi pointed out that it iieiitraluecd tho protection 
given to the yarn industry and cloth. Once protection was granted after enquiry, 
it was not open to the 'Finance Member by that means to neutralize that 
proteetion. 

asrd. MARCHThe debate was adjourned till to-day when by a majority of 
15 votes (voting being 59 for and 44 aj^iist), the Assembly rejected the proposal 
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to (loiiltln the <lii(y on imiior(c(l raw codon. The Mimlim lA^fOie pjirly miininnl 
nciitrul in ac* oiiliime with tlie direction from iia Iciuler. Hiill Dr. Ziauddin was 
|i(‘i'Uiid(Hl to )‘X)il:iiii Ids (Ktiitt of view. Mr. M, Ohiamiddin of the I’niiiul), iiy 
way of iiin'iTiiiitioM, cxiinwsed the hojie that the duty would not only he kept 
on hut eontinuiHl even next ynir. This hroufrht Mr. lihtdabhai Desai on his feet 
with the viporoin exiMtsiiioii that the rluty would not add to the Icnjtth of 
eollon slnide. 'I'lu position_ of Mr. if. .S'. Ancu, loader of the Nationalist party, 
Wits not clciir tiiilil he hiinsolf declared at the end of his S|)eeeh that on the 
halunce of advantaues _ and <liHadvnntat!;es, he ihoti^tittil lietter to slick to what 
his |ialriorisin instinctively tohl him, namely Iti vole, aiiainst the pmiKtscd dtily 
for that would eeitaiiily adil to the <-ost. of the nianiifaeturiHl piccetoxsls by :i|er 
cent, and to that e.xtent lielp Lancashire. Incidentally he inforiued the House 
that he Usik Ills v >w of hoycoltinjr foreign cloth so louttiiirons Ibllo, M yeais 
aco, even ihotijih ."^watleslii inine to Ikj iutrisluce<l with the lairtition of Benttal. 

The anietulnicut to the Kinance Bill tti rtslttee the etwl of the intsleurd ti> 
half-anna was take i up in the Assembly somcwliat late in the afierntam and so 
no vote eoulil he taken on it. .Mr, N. M. Joahi joinetl in raising: a ]>rolcsl uitainst 
luaintainiiiK the lastcard rate at the prohibitive level of nine pies while allowinii; 
the air mail rate to be only at Iwo-nnd-half annas resnltint; in a loss of Ba 19 
lakhs, which was heiiif; suircnxl because it helped the rich. Mr. (i. V. fieinxyr, 
DiriH'tor-l.ioiieral of I’etsts and Telefrraphs, did not meet the arttunu-nt of Mr. 
.loslii and eontontol hiiiisclf with workinj!: out a loss of Ks. lij Inklia if the rate 
of tlu! lustcard was reduced to six pics. 

24th. MARCH: 'llie ninendmeiit to nxiucu Ihe fsistenrtl rales from nine ])ieH 
to six pies for a s ntth' |K)stcur<l niul from one and a half annas ti> one anini 
for a reply iioatiard was passed hy tlie Asscmiily to-ilay hy ftfly-six votes to 
forty-two. Sir Counaji Jelianyir movcrl an amendment whiclt sonuht to vary 
the rates of sniier ax. He e.Np1uitie<l tliatthis uuiendment was intemled to ]>rcvent 
the Finance Member Irom takiiitc <(1 lakhs mortt tliun what was nccessniy to meet 
the relief hi'*'" the iKxmir elasses hy the cliaiine from tlte step system to die 
slab system, .‘"ir •jnme.i f/nV/(7. <'l’l'i>sinK tbeamendmad, deelureil that, even if Ihe 
ofl'er sufiaesle*! by iiir Cowasji was |iossihle this particular amendment wonhl 
never he tlio amendtnont which lie or the House would accept. 'I ht! umendmeut was 
wUlnlrawn. 

'Ihe House not a<ecpt*xlby ,'t! votes to I."*, Mr. 7'. 8, A. Oheiliar'a amend¬ 
ment by which tlio lirat of ihe total income of every Himtn undivided 

family would be exempted fnnii siiiiortax. 

A ntiiiiber of otlier anietidme.iits were moved ami reiected. Hiesc iiieludrxl 
one by Mr. Mmu- 8iilwdt<r who soupht to exempt from Hn]H‘rtax ineomes of 
Joint Htock C'uiupunies up to Its. :io,iii.iti a year. The niucudment was rcjadetl 
without a division ; btit the Mouse aceepte*! I)y r>I votes to .j:i Mr. Aitanta- 
stiyatuim Ayantiur'a nineiidmeiit to lix llie o.xemptioo limit at H'.KO. The llousc 
sat twetity minutes lieyond five o’cl<x-k and dis|K>s(Hl of the remaining amentl- 
luents. The I'iniinet! Memlier tIn>ren|>on announcril Unit he would not move the 
third reading of the Bill. The Assemidy then niljonrntxl. 

Eic.iKtTKiN’ op THE Ckkth’ieu Finance Biu. 

2!»th. MARCUFecliiijis ran high while !^ir Jamea Origy's altitude was ealled 
into <|ucstion at to-d-.iy’s sitting of the Asswnbly. t'ongress memlmrs velicmimlly 
prototeil against Itie }Hiliey of ccriiiication whicli governed all tlie Fitianee Bills 
rojoctetl by the lloust. 

The Finance. Hil. a-s vceommcndwl by the tiovernor Ocneral was rejee.led by the 
House hy fiU votes to 12. The iluslim League Tarty and uiiatlauhcd members re¬ 
mained neutral. 

St: PPl.EMENTAllY DllJI A.VI>S 

A supplementary demand in resjiect of railways lo defray charges whiuh wotdd 
come in course of ]>ayinetiis during tlie year ending Mareli 111, JIKIO, in resjiect of 
working expenses, was also rejei-tod by IL' volt's to 40. .\ numlicr of sfieakcrs criti¬ 
cised tlie failure of go.'ernnient in tins eonntx'tiou to furnish ucleciiiale explanatious 
for this demand in the House or before the standing Finaucc Gumniiltec for railway. 

I'iliiiiier, the House n jecUxl two more supplomeulary demauds in respect of 
railways. 'Ihe first in regard to working ex|)cnsus, raainlonaius*. and supply of loco¬ 
motive fiower was rejected by tii votes u> 3!) while the second relating to exfieiises of 
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eloctricol department waa rejected by 5(t votes lo 40. The three railway demands 
rejected by the House totnlleil Us. 12-2,!V),t)00, while the two demands passed without 
a division totalled Its. 13,53,000. The Assembly then adjourned till the 27th. 

iNiio-Biimsrt Tkauk AontasMENT 

27Ui. MARCH ’.—The Assoinlily to-day iw^n a two-days’ <lebate on the new Indo- 
British 'rrade Af;reemcnt. Hir Muhummad ZafruUah, Clonimcr<;c Member, o])cncd the 
debate with a i>owerful one-hour sis^vli to whicli the 1 louse listened for the most 
l»art with close silent attention. He moved 

“This Assembly approves of the Trade Atrrecmciit signed on March 20, 19:1!) 
Itetween his Majesty's Government in tlie United Kiundom and the India Government.” 

He Rave a detailetl aceount of the advantage that he saiil India had sec.nrcd 
as a result of the ajjtrecment. He be(!:aii with an explanation of the protracted nature 
of the negotiations which had lasted for three years now. 'Jhey had certainly taken 
a longer time than bail been anticipated at various stages but the Ilonse would 
appreciate that the search for the basis of a settlement satisfactory to both sides on 
a wide mige of the complex questions naturally t(x>k a good d^I of time. An 
illustration of the time requirc<l _ to dis|H)se of even questions which apiteared 
comparatively simple was the subject of Ceylon. It to<»k the Government of India 
several meetings to persuade the Colonial Ofticic tltat having regard to Ceylon’s 
proximity to India and to the variety of other questions Ix^iiles trafle involvwl, the 
question of Ceylon should be kept ajtart from these discussions. 8ir Mohammad assured 
the House that there was no hu-k of anxiety or prenaratjon on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment of India toseimre an earlier settlement of the question. Hegmtefully acknow- 
leilged the assistiuicc of the nnoilicint advisers. Their help, he said, was of the greatest 
value: but it was luifortunate that there were ditlercnccs between their i>oint of view 
and that of tlie Government. Nevertheless, if there were satisfactory features in this 
agreement they would not have bex*ii for tlie assistance of the non-omcial advisoj^. lie 
himself took the resismsibility for whatever cause there was lor dissatifaction the tqtrce- 
ment might contain. Explaining the cotton ariich^s, 8ir Mnlmmmiul referred to the (iinti- 
nuons decline since tlie war in tlie imi>orta into India of United Khigclom cotton gomls 
coupleil with a eontiiiuous increase in Laiictisliirc's takings in cotton. The itosilion, 
therefore, Uiat confronted tiie nnollicial advisers and liimsclf in June 19:J7 when nqfo- 
tiations began was that it wc w<..rc anxious lo secnitc free ms-css to the IJniteil Kingdom 
markets something hod to be done to assist Iticir immirts into India. Against this 
l)a<,kground 8ir Muhaininail Zafrullnlt brieily iletuileil the provisions of the ugreemeiit 
and i-ebutted the suggestion that the iqtrcoiiumt would ploro an intolerable buidcn on 
the textile industi-y of India. He saut tiuit it was to take tin extremely exaggerated 
view. The resource and enterprise of tlio industry, the higli degree of cilieicney it had 
reached by this time ami furtlier iniprovemonts tliat in certain m.-itters it was capable 
of making were the fullest gusiraiitce that tiicse toiicessions would not call for any 
undue saeritieo on the part of the indiiKtry. The imlnstry had made a sternly improve¬ 
ment in ex|)orting to the United Kingdom wid the colonics wlierc it oom|>cted on 
equal terms with the United Kingdom. Without the help of any )>rotc(*Uon tlie Indian 
industry was making headway in Uic colonies and it conlirmed him in the belief that 
the sacrifice tluit it was eallcd iiism to make in the interests of Indian Imdc would be 
a very very small one. The main advantage to Imlia of the cotton ai-ticlcs of the 
agreement was the eontinueil assurance that tlie Ifnited Kingdom would do whatever 
possible to take an increased quantity of Imtian isitton and iniprovc the percentage of 
short staple cotton in their takings. In this conncclion Hir Mtiharainad ^frtillah 
gave iigiircsto dis^iel the improssUiii that Lmcosliirc ivas not taking suflicient short 
staple cotton. The percentage of short staple cotton to Uic total quantity was 41.4 in 
1933 and had increased to 01.2 in 19:18. It was thus the nearest jicrecntagc of eolton 
interests suggested in the txmrsc of coiiversations with Lancashire, 

Proceeding to otlicr parts of tlie agrccincnr, Sir /afrullah declared tliat almost 
every concession that India hmJ under the Ottawa agreement hiul liccii preserved almost 
intact. Two exceptions were rice anil wheat, Tlie moilificalion at urosent for rice was 
practically of no concern to India liec-ansc India cxjiorteil certain liigh grmles which 
were not afleeted; while as regards wheat, iMsainsc of the enormous world stiKiks, 1 ndia 
had little chance of becoming an exixirtiiig country. Knrlhcrmore, Canada and Aus¬ 
tralia had also surremlcral preference on wheat and as long as Australia and India 
were on the same level Indian industry would not be allectcil adversely. After 
explaining Bic ixisilion in regard to oUmr articles, such as chrome, liusecd, bides and 
skins, Sir Zafrnlla summed up by stating linit the total number of items of the 
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lTnii4*d Kiitfxdoni jr<HMis, to whifh Infliu Kftvo profcrcncc under tlic Ottawa ajireement, 
hml ))cen KHi and this had been redm-ed to 20, rcprcsenlhi;; the withdrawal of pre- 
fen'iicas anioiiiitin;' to Rs. 11 cmivs. Tii Hie United Eingdoiii, India would enjoy 
)U’eIeren(!es on S3 I'er cent, of her export, trade. 

TiOoking at it from another sUndimint, on 88 per cent, of India’s total imjawts, 
the United Kingdoai would enjoy no preferein-es, leaving India free to use this largo 
jawcentage of her mipocts as a bargaining w(st|K)n to make her own arrangements 
with other countries. .Kpart from tile aUual arrangtanents the value of tlio trade 
agiwment mnst also h(> judgcsl from the ipiantity of tradt! between the two countries 
and c.\'chang<! and other conditions that prevail in the countries. The United 
Kingdom, said Sir Zafridla, was I ndia’s largest cnsiomer. Of our c-xiiorts the United 
Kingdom’s share was 2i ikw cent, in ItKi;}. For the ILrst ten months this year it 
was ;!J.7. The balance of trade between the two count,ries, which was once adverse 
to the extent (>f ijt) or H) crores grailiially liecamc favourable, till for 10 months in 

the favourablo Ifcdainu! was 8 cwrcs. 

Three amendments to Sir Mnliaimurs motion were moveil._ Mr. Akhil Chandra 
Dutta moved that the '‘onsiderations of the pro|N)sals contained in the trade itgreement 
should be |K)st)Kme<l till the next Simla session isaiding the investigation of their 
probable nllect on the agricultural. Industrial and <'ommercial intercuts of India by a 
committee consisting o!' the (\)mmer<-<! MenilMw, leaders of diirercnt imrlies in the 
House, one eledisl uonsttlicial memtier of the Mouse representing commcriic, one 
cle<'tc<l non-u!Hc.ial mendter representing indnsi.ry, and one attatdied memW. 

Mr. A. S. Ail-.iimr mi)ve<l tliat the consideration of the motion be adjourned till 
the Simla session, iKSiding the report of a committ,<Hi of the iionse consisting of a 
majority of elected mendiers el<vtcd by single traiisferul>lc vole, which committee shall 
examine the probalde cHecis of the agreianent on the agricultural, industrial and 
wmmoreial iiiloresls of India. 

Sardar liant Siiifih moveil the substitution of the following for the original 
motion : ‘ITaviug considered the Inwlc, agreement made between his Majesty’s Govern- 
incnt in the Unitol Kingdom and the Government of India, this ITouse is of the 
opinion that the enforcement of the agmaiieni be postponwl till his Majesty’s 
(rovernment agrees to modify the same by gnaranhHMiig thc imrchase of 0,'>d,0U0 bales 
of Indian cotton in the lirst year, raising it to one million hales witliin three years, 
wii,li the projiortion of :)7 ’between the lung and short staple’. 

Urging tlic noml lor |>osi.ponuig the agreement, Mr. A. C, Dutta tx>lnt«d out 
that the sultjecl, wa< so vast and comidicaled as In lake tliree years for completing 
llu! negotiations, besides, such postponcmeol, would not, luwe any lulvcrse clTect, 
bci'tuisc under artii le Itl of the agreement, llio two Governments could apply the 
provisions, as tar as mi^ht lie (Kissible, iiending the coming of the agreement. The 
whole iincstioii, he said,' in short was the protection of the Tauicushirn industry as 
against tlie protectiem of the Indian textile indiisto' and between the two com])etitor8 
one had to be saerificed and the sacrilice was of India’s textile industry. Unlike the 
Ottawa agreement this went to the extent of touching India’s iiroteetcd industries. 
The ettbet, would be dinii|>iug from l^aucnshire, and a full in prie«» coupled with an 
increase in the bnrleii on the Indian textile industry. 

Mr. Aikman stated that the FnrojHian groin> felt strongly and iinanimonsly 
that die new agreement was overwlielmingly in India's interest. Ho believed that 
time wouhl prove the value of ilie agreement to tlic miusses of the country and to the 
industries. Tlierofure, the committee as pro|s>se<t by l.he amemlinent, should help to 
prove this benetit. ISriiain and India, lie coniinncil, liad a common olijectivc in the 
Oi'onomic Held, namely, the mmnienancc of cx|s>rt liiule, in one ease of the manu- 
faelnred goods and in iliu other of agricnilnnil pnslnce and semi-manufiu'tnrcd goods. 
There was, therefore, an opportnniiy for safeguarding the trade between the two 
eonntrics and for 'uercasing it. to tlic fullest exU'iit by a policy of mutual eoo|)cra- 
lion, whie.h involved a (loliey of give and lake. He I’l’lt that the iitnwrtaiicc of the 
United Kingdom riarket to Indian wius |ieiiiiM>s more obvious than the iin|N)rtancc 
of India’s market to the Uni Uni Kingdom. 'J'lic agreement did not give everything 
to India. But ncitlier BriUiiii nor India wiui salislied. 

28lh. MAKCHTlie neutrality of Mr. Jinnah'it Muslim Ijcague party greatly 
hcliHid the Congress in combination with the Nationalists to reject the ludo- 
British Trade Agreement liy "lO votes against ,17 to-day. Previous to this when the 
House dividtsl on the Enroiiean group’s pru|.iosal for the jiostjKmement of the 
decision till the Simla scssiou, four members of die Nationalist group, namely. 
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Messrs. Aney, Sant Singh, Ijalchand Navalrni and Baijn^ Bajoria, remiiined 
neutral. The reason, as given by Mr. ilney, ^¥as the refusal of the (lovenuuent 
to abide by the veidict of the Assembly. 1116 House then adjourned till the 30th. 

FojiEiGNBas’ Ueoistration Bill (costd.) 

30th. MARCH Sir Reginald Maxwell'» Bill for the registration of foreig¬ 
ners as reported by the Seloet tJommittee was taken uj» in the Assembly 
to-day. Sir Reginald, moving consideration of the Bill, briefly explniiicil tlie 
changes made by the Sdeet (jommittee, ])artieularly to csemptioii of private housc- 
bohlers from the obligation to give information to the authorities of any foreig¬ 
ners residing with them. 

The House having adopted tJic motion for consideration took up the clauses. 
Mr. Ananthasayanam moved tlie Ckmgrcss party amendment to enlarge the 
scope of the definition of foreigner as follows 

“The word “foreigner” shall denote a iierson who is not a British subject domici¬ 
led in the XJ. K. or a British Indian sunject, or a Ruler or subject of an Indian 
State or a person duly apiminted by a foreign Government to exercise diploma¬ 
tic function or a Consul or a Vice-Oonsiil.” 

He rebutted tlie suggestion that the British Nationality and Btatus of Aliens 
Act had conferred any b^efit on Indians and iKiiutcd out Uiat under its exemp¬ 
tion clause Indians luul been treated as helots in the dominions. 

Sir Reginald Maxioell explained tlmt Government had every sympathy witli 
the object intended by the mover of the amendment but dccioreu that the nurstiou 
at issue was what was useful in the present case. He hod not concluded when 
the House adjourned. 

81st. MARCH The amendment was ^mssed by 63 votes to 42, the Muslim 
league Party and Congress Niilionulists voting witli Congress for tlie niotion. 

Ihof. Ranga sought to amend the exemption elniisc so ns to give iMiwer to 
the Government to exempt individual foreigner but not any class or dcsiuijition of 
foreigners. Mrs. Suhharvyan supported the amendment as it would ]irovcnt tJie Govern¬ 
ment from using its jiowcr of exemption in favour of people such as those from 
South Africa, 

The House luwsed Prof, Ranga’s amendment to provide that a eojiy of every 
order iiasscil un<lor the Act shall lie pla(^cd on the table of both Houses of the 
Central Ijogislatnre. 3'he House then agreed to Bir Reginald Maxmll’e motion 
that the Bill as amended be ]iassetl. 

ClIILDHEX’S Empixiyment Ameni>. Bii.l 

Sir Mohd. Zafrullah next moved that amendments to the Em))loyment of Cliildren’s 
Act made by the Council of State be passed. After a short discussion the House 
aeceptod the motion and resumed general discussion on the Coal Muies (Stowing) 
Bill. Mr, Brojendra Narayan Chaudhury, who iHintinucd his sjieoch, had not 
concluded wheu the House adjourned till Monday April 3. 

Two T.tKiFP Bills Intropuced 

Two Tariff Bills were introduced to-ilay by Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan to 
givcctfcct to the Government of India’s detdsions on the ro))orls of tlic Tariff Board 
on sugar, ]>aiicr and magnesium chloride and continne the duties on silk and broken rice. 

'Fhe first Bill is intended to continue (he jwotection of immrt duty on sugar for 
a period of two vears at the rale reduced from Us. 7-4 to Us. 6-12 ixir cwl. pending 
further enquiry of the indusity in 1310. 

The second Bill refers to magnesium chloride, jutiier, silk, and broken rice. 'Jlie 
Tariff Rmrd, savs the statement of obiwts and reasons, recently submitted i(« report on 
the sericulture industry also. As tnere was not siifiicient time to comi>l«tc the 
examination of that report before Manh 13, when jirotoUive duties on silk and cerlain 
manufudurcs of silk expired, it was proposeil to continue the existing duties for 
another year under this Bill, 

Since the passing of the Indian Tariff Amendment Act, 1938, the Government 
had maintained a careful watch on the position of rice in the Indian market 
and thev were satisfied in the interests of the Indian rice grower that the pro¬ 
tection duty of as. 12 ])er maund on broken rice should be i^ontiiined for another 
year. This proposal was also InconKirated in the Bill. The bill continues for 
seven years and at as. 12 instead of Us. 1-5 the duty on mamesinm chloride 
and reeasts the schedule relating to paper in accordance with the Governmont’s 
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decisions on the Tariff Board report announced yesterday. All tlio above provi¬ 
sions are to have iniraciUato effect. 

iNDo-iiRiTisii Trade Agreement Biij. 

To give immediate effinit to the changes in tariffs conscciiiciit on the new Iiido- 
British Trade Agreement, Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan introduced a bill whieli 
inter alia provides for a ■MJiitingcnt variation of tlie rates of imiwrt duty on cotton 
picccgoo<ls of Britisli manufac.tiirc and emiwwers Uie central Government to make 
these variations as occasion m iy arise in conformity witli the terms of the Agreement. 
The Bill removes the standard rate of 30 |»cr cent, and the preferential rate of ^ per 
cent, advalorem on M articles aixl sultHtitiitisi the standard rate of 23 per cent. It 
also alwliahcd tlic preferential rate on a niiml>cr of other articles in favour of the 
United Kingdom, while rotiiining the preferential rate in favour of the produce of the 
colonics. I’rotcction on (otton goods is extended uplo 1942. Tlie cotton duties will 
have iramwliate Tariff cdcct. Forty-fonr articles on which the standard rate of 23 
])cr cent, is to be intirostd include le:ul itcncils, essential oils, rubber tyres, asbestos 
articles, iron and sUicl articles and Clerman silver, and aluminium articles. The 
articles on which preference in favour of the crdonics have been retained, include 
conned or bottled coiroc, fruit juices, bottled fmits and vegetables. 

The preferential ratii is removed without a varying standard nite on the follow¬ 
ing among otlicr articles : Hilk and artilicial stot'kings, electric light bulbs, jdated 
cutlery and toys, 'i'lie preferential rates on ale and beer have been removal and the 
staiuhvrd rate oii these c(>mmiMlitiea has been brought into lino with that of other 
fermented liquors. Preference is given in favour of the colonies only in soda ash. 
Preferences are aliolishcd and standanl advalorem rates reduced from 35 per cent, to 
2.3iKir cent, in Uic hiUoaiug among other taises:— 

Toilet soap, wocdlen yarn, woollen fabrics, w<v)11en hosiery and knitted apparel 
textiles. The Bill removes the preferential rate on carriages, retains such rate on 
cycles and gives iirclorcncc is rcsiiectof motor cycles. 

Coat- Mines Stowi.V(I Buj, 

8rd. APRILThe Assmbly tolay Iwforc lunch concluded the general discus¬ 
sion on the Coal Mines (Stowing) Bill. Mr. Brnjcndra Narayan Chuudhury, who 
oontumed his siicech when the general disc.nssion wsts resumed, omphiisiscd the 
neuil for making some lUserimination between the different nsinc^. otherwise, ho 
said, it W!W lamsiblc that the Ijotter worked mines would be penalised and the 
producers of inferior type of coal would benclit at Iho cxj)cn8o of tlie producers 
of hotter class of coal, lie also ]>oint4.sl out the dirnger to smaller collieries which 
are likely to bo driven out of cxisteiKxs. lie fidt tliat the cess, if levied, ought 
to be from the producers of the inferior tjnalily of coid and from those whose 
mines were more in need for stowing. It was the duty of tire Btate to study 
all the implications and olFccts of such incttsnro before introducing it. 

The House then laissed the first reiwling and took up the dctmled considera¬ 
tion of the clauses of the Bill. Out of the ten amendments moved one was 
withdrawn, while the two moved by Mr. N. M, Joshi were rejcctcil. The first 
amendment moved by Mr. .foshi to provide for lalrour representation on the 
Bmrd to administer ass that would Ire levied, was prcssal to a division and 
rcjwted by 45 voces to 5, the Congress jrarly remaining neiitnd. Mr. Joslii’s 
amendment was sojiiKutal by Prof. Itanya who strongly protcstal against the 
one-sidwl representadon which the Government Inul proiKiscd. The House next 
accepted without division the amcnrlinent moverl by Mr. Bajoria to rwluce the 
maximum rate of cess from four annas to three annas per ton. >1110 second 
amendment moval by Mr. Joshi sought to apply section 11 of the Indian 
Mines Act of 1923 with regard to the comixisitioti or the commillcc of enquiry 
to consider any reference made on the orders passoil under the provisions of the 
bill. Mr. Joshi urgal for a division on (he amemlment but when the Choir 
directed those in fniour of the amendment l« sUiml up only Mr. Joshi was 
found in the House in favour of tlie amendment. The llouso had not concluded 
the discussion when it adjournal. 

4th. APRILDuring the dotailal iUhciisrIoii of the Bill which continued 
today, Mr. AT. if, Joshi prcssal for division on Prof. Ranga^s amendment to 
give two seats to labour ou the committee of enquity to consider any reference 
made on the orders iiassod under the provisions of the Bill. On the Chair 
directiiig those' in favour of the amendment to stand up, only Prof. Ranga and 
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Mr. Joshi were found to favour the amendment. The Honse thereafter miii'Hy 
passed the romainiiiK elaiisoK of the Bill and accepted Sir. M, ZafniUah'a motion 
that the Bill ns amended be passed. 

CONijIDEKATlOJt OF TARIFF BlLl, (CONTO) 

Tariff Bill rclatinj!: to broken rice, silk, paper ami pulp and mai!;npsinm 
chlondo was then taken u]!. Sir Ualwnuxl ZafruUah Khan, (Joinmcreo Member, 
outlined^ tiie provisions of the Bill which he Saul souirht to continue for one year 
thc_ duties on liroken rien, duties on silk KotuJs for a |X!riod of three years and 
duties on wood pul)) and pvotci-tive duties on certain classes of j)a|icr and also to 
roKulatc for a jicriod of seven years protective duties on maitnesium chloride. 
Keferrin;; to silk Roods, he jiointcd ont tliat the reiiort of the Tariff Board which 
recently eondneted tui enquiry into the scric.ultnral industry hiul been received so 
late that there had not been lime for a complete examination of it before 
March 31 when the protective duties were to cxjiire. 'Ihc duties were therefore 
being continned at the Kite at wliich_ they sto«l at the end of last yovr. 'J’he 
Comnmrcc Member went on to explain in ilotail the reason why the Ciovernracnt 
mficred from tlic mmmmcndations of the Tariff Boaixl on wood pulp and why 
the Government felt that no case had liccn made ont for Uic cxiension of 
protection to grass pidp luid tlic rate of protcittion for jHijicr should be 9 ]>ic8 
l)er itound and not 11 pies as suggested by the Board. 

Mr. Satynvturti animadverted to the ‘indecent Jiasie with which tlic flovorn- 
ment Ifeid flung at members the tlircc 'raviff Board reiiorts and the Government 
resolntions thereon and were proccc<ling with the Bills dc:iliiig witli questions 
of fundamental importance. All within less than a week, lie asked that the 
Tariff Board reports should be jmlilishcd as soon as they were received by the 
Government so that the public- could judge by tlicmselves the rocomnicnilations 
and reasons given in su|i|x)rt of them. Instoul of an independent, im]>artial and 
permanent tourd that was r<xiuired, the Government had apnointal a scrips of 
ai hoc iKslics, c.oaiiiosed of Uicir iiolitical dependents, but had now iiraclicnlly 
dissolved the last of these and liad oonsfitntetf themselves into a tarid’ board 
to tlet'ido for themselves what amount of protection was or was not needed. 
When tlic Government (littered from the reeximmendationK of a jiroiterly eonsti- 
tutol tariff board they should leave the matter to die verdict of the House and 
abide by that verdict. Would the Government adopt that principle, bo asked, 
with regonl to tlic present Bill. 

Sir Cow^tsji JehaMjir^ confined himself to magnesium chloride. He challenged 
Government’s snggesUon that the Tariff Board had erred in their recommon- 
(mtiems in this resjiect. The whole ))Oint, he submitted, was the question of freight. 
Ho felt strongly tliat the Government was wrong in stating that it was the Tariff 
Board which had erred. He hoixxl Uiat the Government would r^izc tliis and 
rectify the mistake, 

Dr. Sir Ziauddin Ahmed at Uic outset urged the need for the immediate publi¬ 
cation of the Tariff Board rcjiorts as soon as tlioy were iwcivcd by the Government, 
These re].X)rts, he said, ought lo be public pro;iorty and not to bo treated as confiden¬ 
tial. He next tHrncd_ to the taxation ijolicy of the Government and declared that 
the whole ixilicy rtxiuircd re-examination luid rovisioii. Whatever protection might 
be given to any industry, lie ctmtinued, should be considered as a loan to the 
industry concerned and ought to lie returned ultimately to the exmsumcr. He had 
not concluded when tlic House adjonriKxL 

5th. APRIL :-Contiiiiiing the general disenssion on the Bill to-day, Mr. Avanaai- 
l^ham Chetliur ])oinlcd out ^at iJiough the protective duty on rice had achieved 
^ object of preventing the Hiamese imiiorts, the jirice still remained dcjircsseil 
to'aiiso the price in India of rice waseflixded by heavy imports from Burma. He, 
therefore, felt that Government ought to do somctliing to remove the advtwsc cflect 
of Burmese imjxirts on the price of rwc in India. 

_ Mr. P. N, Bannerjee commented on what he considered to be unfairness in 
springing on the Ifonsc on a short notice three different tariff bills. After enuncia¬ 
ting the main principles of protection as outlined by the Fiscal Commission, Mr. 
Bannerjeo criticised tiic Governmnnt’s attitude in the matter. liemarking lhat the 
discriminating protection had workixl suciicssfiilly for tlic last 13 years, Mr. Bonneriec 
assiated that this was not bciiijj attacked from Wiiiid and slowly destroyed. 

Banga gave a vvariiing against the grout of indiscriminate protection to 
the Indian manufaelurer. Steps must bo taken to make sure that such 
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would not be nt the cxi ciiso of the consumer, Ihat the mnnufiu tnrer was ptivlnp; 
Builicient attention to the utilisation of the linmn talent and Indian cavital and was 
patriotic cnoutdi to use Indian raw material. He Ibiind the Indian industries like 
textiles, iron, steel, ftaiser and others were all interlinked, each of them beiiig inter^ted 
in exteiidiuK the proteeMon to tlie other. He also noticed the curious fact (hat 
things like magnesium were being sold hy Indian manufacturers to fiu'-oif places 
like Csscthuslovakh) at eonipctitiv'c prices, (lovernment should go into these parti¬ 
culars before extending the protection. 

Mr. MuhamaU Nouman dealing with bamboo pulp and paimr industry pointed 
out tl>at no convincing i|asc had Imcn nuulc out hy tlie Tnriir Board for tlic continua¬ 
tion of protection. Dealing witli rice, he narrated with the help of statistics Uie 

conditions of the poor rice.-gi'owcr in Konihern India and how the grower was cffoc.tol 
by heavy imports at low viriccs. He criliciscil the stop-motherly attitude of the 
G’overiiment of India and declared that the life of ptsir agriculturist was becoming 
very prec'arions. He asserted Unit tariffs were nianiindated in tliis country merely 
to give better markets for the British goods in Burma or Ceylon but never in the 
interests of Indian goods. 

Sir Zafrullnh Khon said that criticism had been directed not against what was 
proposed to be done bat against what had not been done. It had been. )H)iulcd 
out that imports of rice from Itunnu depri-sed the priees in India ami noting 
had Imjcii done to correct that. But that, sidd the Commerce Member, really 
had no eonmtetion with the im]H)rt duty which was imposed in order to 

nxliicc and, if pt-ssiblc, to slop the imports of broken rice from Biam. 
Referring to inagnosium chloride, the Commerce Mcmlicr dwelt on the nian^ 
factors including reduccfl cost of pirmluctioii which in Government’s oj)i- 
nion justified rcdix tion in duly from !.’> annas j>ro);o5cd by the Imard to 12 as 

fl,\eil by the Goverrment. As regards paper, Bir MohaniMl said that in 1938 tlm 

Tarifl' Board sought to exteml proleetion to ]iaiHT mills using grass in face of the 
findings of the previous boards and without any facts to justify derarturc fiom 
these findings. 'Jiu^ BKl board foiuul that grass mills bad not made out a ease 
for protection but they enjoyed and would even now continue to enjoy the benefits 
of protective dutj imposed on the imports of bamboo pulp. In any case 
the rovomte duty wis ejuilc enough to give i-roloction to Ixith. 'Jho Com¬ 
merce Me nilicr justified (he reiluctioii in prota tive duty on japcrfrorall pies per lb. 
rci'Oniincndcil by the bcairil to iiiito j'les. He submitteu tliat (ioveinmciit had not oc.tcd 
arbitrarily in either ease tuid their comlusiou bad Ihh’ii arrived nt after a careful eonsi- 
ileralion of all the laclor-*. '1 he niolkm for consklciatiou of tlie bill was passed wiUiuut 
division mid the House adjuuriuxl. 

fith. APRU.'flic Asseiulily began to-ilay a dctailul cojisidcrntion of tlie clauses of 
the Bill. The first mnendiuciit. to beaceeptisi was Mr. T, S. A. CliviUi/ar'^ seeking to 
convert the duty on wjsxl pulp from revenue-to prolC'ctive duty. The House tlicii 
rejected without a division Sir Ziftwltlin Alivutti'ii amciidinont to reilucc the duty on 
woodindp front ‘Jp to 20 per eont. 

The objection on the ground that the sanction of the Govcrnor-Genoral 
was required was riiisol by Bir M. ZufruUuh on Mr. Chettiar’s amendment to 
provide for an alternative rate of <liit.y on wmslpidp so ilmt it would be 25 i ci' cent, 
advalorcm or Its. 35 pir ton whichever was higher. Tlie chair ruled that tlie 
amendment did not i«iuirc tlie sunclkm of the (iovernor-Gcneral. Moving Uie 
amendmoiit, Mr. C.hvthar urged the need for having a minimum figure for duly iu 
orilcr to provide iigainst any fall in the priis! of imiHirted jiulp. 

OjilHising the ainondiucnt, Sir Ziaudilin Ah mud iisscrtcil that tlicrc was no 
justification for raising the qiuuitum of jirokvtion ospiei-dly when the industry had 
passed the stago of protection untircly, T lie iiiuendmcnl was pressed to a division and 
acccpt-cd by ()3 votes t-o 46. Mr. Chettiar’s iimendmunl fixing the purkxl of duty as 
up to Marcii 31, BMl?, was also passed. The House disposal of Uio rcmniiiing clauses of 
Uiu bill and accepted Bit' /afriillah Khan’s inotioii Unit Utc bill as amended be passed. 
raoi'KO'i'ioN pou Industby 

t<ir Zafrullnh Khun next briefly moved the bill to jirovide for continuance for a 
further period of protection eonferred on sugar induslry in British India be taken into 
isiiisuleratioii. Bir Muliammad tracwl the history of sugar iiiduslory siiiee Uie first 
Sugar Taritr Itoiird report of 1030-31 wliich refsmimended proteclioa for a ]>erioii of 
15 years. The (iovcrniucnt, he I'ontiiiiiwl, Inul aecepUsl the recommciKlaUon that t-lierc 
would be a duty of Hs. 7-J per uwt. for the first seven ymrs and later iu 1037 had 
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instituted an enquiry as recommended by the 1930-31 Tariff Board. Since the sub¬ 
mission of the report of the 1937 board the combtious in the industry had fluctuate 
so much that the Government felt that any application of the rctKtmmondations of the 
last Tariff Board at present would not bo fair. 'Jhe Govcriiincnt therefore decided on 
the continuation of protection for a furtlior jicriod of two years at Ks. 6-12 per cwt. If 
the decision on merits was to have been arrival at, ho concluded, tlicre was sufficient 
justiftcation for a greater reduction in duty. 

Mv Mohanlal Saxena criliciscd the manner in whiidi the Government had 
arrived at their conclusions and the decision on the report which had been submitted 
in D«i. 1937. He commented on the Government’s failure in }>lacing tdl information at 
the disposal of the Tariff Board as, for example, the l iupeiial Couucul of Agricultural 
Eosearch had not teiidcrcd any evldciice ))cfore tl\e larsiid on tliis im))ortant agricutural 
commodity. He rcmindctl the house of Uie fact that according to the Tariff Board 
there were inadequate facilities for research work and lack of statistical dctmls regarding 
the industry. 

Mr. S, K. Som said that few industries toiild show more brilliant response to 
protection than liad the sugar industry. _ Within two years of tariff being first imiKtscd 
in 1932 a number of sugar mills iii ludut had uicrcuscd from around 3() to over 100. 
Similarly in the yciir before the establishment of protection altout one million tons of 
Java su{mr were im|K>rtcd, while in 1937 Indi:ui nulls i>roJuccd more sugar than requi¬ 
red for homo ooiisumption. The international sugar agreement which restricted Indian 
exports to Burma and Ceylon w'as an unholy alliance between the Britisli and Dutch 
wid the mm of whjch was to favour .Tava by ]>revcnting tlic expansion of Uie Indian 
industry. The Tariff Bill reiu'escntcd the second attempt to tliwart the Indian industry. 

Mr. Manu Subedar said that Tariff Boanls slioiild have almost the same status ns 
tlie Federal Court. They should consist of indcjicndcut peojdc and tlicir advice should 
not be rejected. 'Tlio suggestions of this Tariff Board liad been unceremoniously 
repudiataf. It was uo lise, Mr. Bulicdar det^larcd, surrounding thciountry witu 
a wall in which holes were left for enemies to enter. Either kill the sugar industry 
or protect it ailociuatcly. Mr. Subedar deplored tlie introduction of tariff’ changes in 
the middle of the seiuoii and quotal from the report to diow that this was apt to lead 
to a disturbance in the industry. Hic Mouse at this stage adjoiu-iicd till the lltb. 

Parsi Succession Amend. Biel 

llth. APRIL Before Dr. Dcshmvkh'a Bill was taken up to-day, the House passed 
after ten minutes’ debate the Bill to amend the liiditm Suci^essiou Act of 1925 in 
rcsiiectt of mtestate siuicesaion among I’arsis inoveil by Sir Cmoam Jehangir. Sir 
Cowasii explained the antecedents of the Bill since its introduction in the Council of 
State by the late Sir Pherozo Setlimi. At jnesent he i)oiiitcd out tlint die law which 

f overned the Parsi intestate succession was that laid down by Act 21 of 1865. It liad 
eeii felt for a long time by 1‘arsis that (his enactment was more thmi 70 years old 
and needed amendment both in form and siibslonce in order to remove doubts and 
supply deficiencies to uicorporate as far as ):«ssil»lc judicial decisions which the com¬ 
munity aeocjited, to make cluingcs commonly dcsirwl and to make arrangements 
more wstcmatic it had been tliought best to redraft the enactment, 'iliis Bill, he 
assured the House, had the coinjilctc support of the Piusi community and the I’arsi 
panchayat. 

Hindu Women’s Divorce Bile (contd.) 

Dr. Doahmukh was chccral as ho rose to move for reference to a select com¬ 
mittee his Bill to grant the right of divorce to Hindu women. Ho spoke with nerve 
and delivered some bard thrusts at the orthodox oiiiKincnts and at the Taiw 
M cmlier who he miticipated was going to oppose tlio Bill. Dr. Dcshmukli m^o 
it clear at the outset that tlie Bill was an enalding measure. The women who did 
not want to make use of it and who preferred to bear tlio misery, the agony mid the 
wrong of a mm-ried life were free to do so. The Bill would not interfere with them. 
It, ho claimed, was a hundred per cent Hindu measure entirely within the four 
corners of the Hindu I.aw. It was entirely in accord with the spirit of Hinduism 
which was one of cliange. Hinduism, he declared, had been doing notliing else but 
a change to adapt itself to tlie changed eircumstmices. Examples of chmiges wore not 
far to seek. Mr. Bajoria himself was an example in the house, lie said that Dr. 
Deshmukh was a Vaishya (third caste) siicakiiig and championing religion in spito 
of the scriptural iiijuiictiou that none hut Brahmins or Ksliatriyas could do so 
(laughter). The Bill, proceeded the Bixsikcr, had sccuvcd the approval of orthodox 
Miuisiers like Mr. G. Eajago|)alachaibir. Tlicu, again, if it was not entirely in 
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couBonancc wiUi Uio sprit of IlindiiisttL how could it have secured the approval of 
Mr. Savarkar, the president of Hindu Mahusidiiia. Referring to the expected opi^O' 
sitiun, Dr. Desiimukli reminded the Treasury benches of tlic attitude adopted by the 
Home Secretary in the Council of State on Mr. Q. B. Motilal’s Bill relating to 
monoramy and asked tlicm to follow the principle enunciated tliere that the Govern¬ 
ment itself might not be in a ]iosition to brin{; forward a social reform measure but 
might help a private member who did so iwovided there was sutHcicnt public opinion 
in favour of it. The Gnveruiuent sliould also rcindl that in 1856 on the Widow 
Remarriage Act the Government stMikcsnuui had diHdarcd that even if it hel]>ed one 
littie girl to escape the dreadful fate of fonteil lirulmacJmrya, Uie Government 
would be justifted in supimrting it The cinnimstnnces were more favourable now. 

Sir N. N. Sinar referred to tlie belli which he had given to Dr. Deshraukh 
in dnifling measures relating to so<aul reform and to the fact Uiut an ollicial day 
had been given to Dr. Deshmukh earlier in the session for the Bill. He admit¬ 
ted that the ipicstion raised liy Dr. Dcshiniikli’s bill was one of great importance 
and dcserval every sympathy Init Dr. Dcslijunkh had done no service to the 
Hindu woman whose causo he had championed by tlic present Bill. Sir N. N. 
Sircar continuing ssiid tliat onus was heavy on Uie protagonists to ))rove that a 
majority of the community affected by tliis measure wanted it and that there was 
a geniduo demand for it. Dr. I'leshmnkh had analysed (he o]>inion8 on the BUI into 
three clnsscs, namely, tltosc in favour, tliose against and tliose which had adopted 
a neutral Httitude. Dr. Deslimiikit went wrong in nsHiiming that there was a 
majority of opinion in favour of the Bit). He would remind the liouse that 
those opinions, whi<h while agreeing in principle, insisUsl on a coiulition that 
could not be inscrtc<l in die BUI tiy the selu-.t committe, conld not be considered to 
bo in favour of die Bill. There should nut lie a confusion of issues. Qhe right to 
ilivorco was the issue but die bulk of opinion on the Bill was that unless certain 
conditions were introduced the Bill was unacceptable. From tliis it must bo cons¬ 
trued that such opinions were m^ainst dte BUI. Taking the province of Madras, for 
instance, Dr. Desiimukli had analysed Unit eg'id opinions were in favour and 
three agmiist, while three were uciitrnl. He referred to the House a number of 
opinions and dolarctl that tliere was some doubt alxiut Dr. Desmukli’s mathematical 
uecuraciy because tliere were not less than 10 opinions which could only be taken us 
agfunst the Bill. Bit N. N. Bireat sahl that there conld lie no doubt that a prepon¬ 
derating bulk of Hindu opinion was severely against the measure as it was lietore the 
House, Sir N. N. Biri ar next claiificil the Government’s altitude towards such measures. 
'Jlic only e.xccptioii which the Govenunent had nmdo in tlic rule of not int^ming 
religion and social customs and ]iraclicrs on the j i'ople of India was when the 
ordinary sense of morality, etc., was impinged even llumgh the umiority of 0 ])iiuon 
was agiuuist iiiterfcreMcc, In the piesent instance, however, tliis coiidition justifying 
intcrfeitaiec did not o.\ist. It could never Ire brought within the same eiitqjoiy as 
infanticide, for instance. Boinethiiig more Uian a incre division in the House, he 
pointed out, was iici'cssary Itcforc tlie Government could take stej s for forcing the 
opinion of the reforiiiiiig muiority down the throiils of tlie mnjonty, Uc next ana¬ 
lysed tlic provisions of the Bill and |iointed out the diHicnltics which lay in tbo way 
of a woman seeking shelter under the provisions of the Bill. 'J'he issue of the type 
of imiioteiicy or iociinibility, lie said, could not lie easily dceuUil in a court of law. 
As for the groiirid of divorce basal on change of religion, he wonted to know why 
life should he made andcsirablc by the mere change of leligion. 'What of the cose 
when 0 husband tolerates a wife to practise a liillcreiit religion V It might be easily 
argual that what was sauce for tlic goose was sauce for the gmidcr. (I.aughtcr). 

Another ground urgal for divorce was tlmt of husiiniid maiTviiig anotlior woman 
while tlic first marringe was in force, lint could not a scoiuidrel get round this liy 
roaiiitniniiig concubirics ? The last ground put forwanl by the Bill was desertion for 
a pcri(Hlof three years. What would Dr. Iteslimukh say to a husband who returned 
to his wife after a lapse of two years 11 iiionths ami days f (lainghtcr). Further, 
Dr. Deshmukh had not providal lor a case of cruelty by a husband or a caRc of a 
husband lending improper life who would remain beyond reach of law. Another 
imiMirtmit matter which this ‘oiic-clausc Bill’ overltHiked was Oie question of custody 
of children. Niue out of ton women, he assnrtal, would rather not have recourse to 
Uiis law for Utc sake of cliildrcii. In the face of all this he also reminded I)r. llcsh- 
luukh that Hindu laiw as it was, was more generous lliaii Dr. Deshmukh’s measure. 
He jHiiiitcd out that the existing law gave the right of judicial separation, and tlic 
right of mainteiuuiec in eases when eoucubiiics were kept in the same house us the 
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wife, when the cruelty of the husbtuid was such os could be a danuor to her life. 
Besides, there was dso elasticity in the practical nnplication of the law by c ourts. I)r, 
Deshmukh, he continued, had apparently left to tlie selcc.t committee a lacuna regar¬ 
ding the provisions relating to siicccssiuii in the Bill, for example, as ri^ards 
live or six different classes of Htridhau j)roj>erty. Tlie motion bmore the House, 
proceeded the Iaw Member, was for reference to a select committee. If this 
was accepted, he pointed out, it woidd mean that the House accepted the 
principle of right to divorce for women under certain ciroumstanecs, while there 
was no such law for men and this would be in spite of overwhelming opinion 
to the contrary. 

Concluding, Sir N. N. Sircar said that as a member of the Government in his 
opinion the whole question must las left to a change in social ideas between die 
Uindns themselves. Obviously ideas were changing and if a change in Ac dcsir^ 
direction was to bo effected it must be through reasoning, nersiiusion and pro])aganda. 
He was quite certain that this was a distinct possibility but in the meanwhile he 
would advise those ladies who relied on the Bill to get a bettor champion for their 
cause than Dr, Deshmukh. (Laughter). The House at this stage adjourned. 

Status op Hindu Women (contd.) 

12th. APRILA packed huUcs gallei^ awaited the resumption of the 
debate on Mr. Ilugde'a resolution recommending the appointment oi a committee 
to examine lutd rc))ort on the ]>rcsciit (losition of women under the existing 
laws with special reference to rights and disabilities in regard to ownership, 
tlisiiosal of property, riglits of guardituiship over children, rights to matiilcuaiice, 
rights in rcsiiect of joint family x^rojicrty, tights of inheritance and succession and 
marital rights. 

When the discussion begun Dr. Denhmukh moval an amendment which sought 
to substitute for the original resolution the aixiintmunt of a committee of a chairman 
and six members of whom not less than four would be non-ollicials and of whom 
one at least w'ould bo a woman to rcjKnt on the reforms which wme necessary for 
improving the right of Hindu women to residence luid maiiitcuauee, and tlie legis¬ 
lative measures necessary to give effect to such reforms. 

The debate which was oixtncd by J)r. Deshmukh resolved itself into a continua* 
tion of ^e overnight discussion on Dr. Dcshmnkli’s Hindu Women’s Divorce Bill. 

Commending his amendment. Dr. Deshmukh suggested that as far as tlie per- 
soiiiicl of the )u-oi) 08 ed committee was coiU'eriuKl it shoulil not bo rostriclod to mcmlicrs 
of the Jioust^ There were, ho said, very many comiKiiout jwrsons outside tlie House 
whose knowledge and cx|)erieuce ou Uie snbj<x;t coidd be availed of. 

Bupporting the amoudmciit Mr.Hhulahhoi Desai referral to the trend of ycsitcr- 
day’s debate on the quesUoii of divorce and alluded to tlie liistorical dilemma over 
Uie burning of the library in Alcxaiuiria. India, continual Mr. Desai, in Uicsc 
matters, rociuircd co-ordinatal mid iiomogcncous nrogi'css. He syinpalhisal witli Bir 
N. N. Sircar’s criticism of Uiosc parts of the resolution which were cousidcral to be 
far too wide to serve any useful purisMio. Mr. Desai aiialysal briclly the x>crsonal 
law in tlie country as regaals Musliins and Hindus and warnal the liotisc of the 
futility of making new wide changes except in certain individual rcsixscts. It would, 
he declaral, not only be futile but almost dangerous. He next criticisal the conuota- 
tiou wliieh was atlemptal to bo given to the tenn ilivorce. To tliink that Uicrc was 
a “rif^t” to divorce, he twsurlcd, was entirely to inisiimlerstaiid the relation between 
man and wonuui and tlie inetiniiig of Uie term “marriai^e.” The issue of the matter 
was that one might come across a lUfliciilly or a ilangcr but from Unit it could not 
bo coiistrual that a right to somcUiiiig followal. 

Bir N. N. Sircar acociital the Hincudineiit on lidialf of the fjoveriimoiit. He 
said Uiat it was no secret Uiat Uie amoiulmeiil was ilnifted by him and Doctor Desh- 
mukh tabled it at his instance. The Taiw momlicr said that it looked strange that Uie 
dcxmtaUoii of women, which waited on him the other day, had felt that the original 
resolution would not do any gixid to them and had imeeptal Uie modiiications cmbodial 
in the resolution. Bir N. N. Bircar, explaining thciin x>Iicalioim of Uie amendment, said 
that although it restrictol the scope of enquiry it fixjussed attention on certain crucial 
asixxit of qnesUon. Tlie Law Memlier cxplainal at considcrahlc length the jircsent 
position of Hiiidn women in regard to iniiiiiteimnce and residence. The question of 
rcsideuco and roaintciiuiicc of a wife whose, hushaiid imd luarrial a second time or 
was keeping a couciihiuo in Uie same Imuse also rafuired invesUgution, coutiiiiial Bir 
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N. N. Sircftv. Ik wns oIUmi felt, that a Mit^iatmte hIioiiIiI have larger iwwcrs io order 
niaintonancc for a wife whose huslMnd. atiort, of iisiitf!; nekual violenee, inalf rcated her 
ill every other way. Sir N. N. Siremr said lliat aIthoii);h lie would not (iivc an iiiidcr- 
takiii}!, the (iovci'tiincnk hoped to aet up a laimmittcc, which might help Hindu women 
and tile country loa large extent. 

Mr. Bfiid ho hivd no olijixd-ion to T)r. Peshmukh’s .amendment. 

Mr Amfnli dopreealcit the lone tvliii-h the dehatc was tending to taka lie rcferi'cil 
to tile rwiolntion and the change made by the amendineiit and reminded tlic Ilouac 
of the principle for which tire (longresa sfiaal. 

The Ifoase aiwented widiout diviaion Dr. Dmshmiik.Vs amendment to Mr. 
Haihje's rcsolntion anu tlien ailioarned. 

1‘UOmiTIVH TAItlKI-'AND NoN-INHIAN CONCKIINS 

Mr. N. )•'■. Gadijil ne.'ct moved a rcHolotioii re\ximmonding to tlic Governor General 
in (Joiincli tluit lueaauros, Icgisjative or ollierwise, he taken to jirevent eompaniea or 
concerna the eapihil, momiHwahip. eoiitrot or nianagemeiit of which was not [ircdomi- 
naiitly Indian fiom taking ailvatilage of prolectivc hirifTs impostxl to foster 
industrial developmeiii. of Uie <‘niiiilry. I’roUictioii, Mr. (ladgil said, was never asked 
(or tile benefit ot the foreignor. lie referred lo the list piihlislictl in the‘/Aor/an’ 
of the nnmher of eom.iaiiies wliieh OMe.'aled under llic guise of ‘India Ltd.’ These 
companies iiiimlieiliig Ittl de.ilt in all sorts of art.ic.lcs and this nnmlier would con¬ 
vince the House ihe ccteiit to wliicli forci.rii capimi wns coming into India. Unless 
proper pveeaiitions-WCH! taken, lie warneil that the Iienetits that accrued to the coun¬ 
try woulil lie man tUni counter-halaiiccil h;y disadvaiitagas. India hml more than 
suiKcient capital wittiin it which was only waiting for opiiortuniMcs of prudent invest¬ 
ment. Hut now Knroi'Ciui capital, owing to unstahle international conditions, was 
seeking safer Holds like India. This would result not in tcinporai'y but iicrma- 
noiit loss to India. 

Mr. E*Mk Sai‘. moved an nniendmcnt ivliieh sought to apply these 
roatric.tivo mcasmea also to companies wliicii did not emi>loy all Indian commu¬ 
nities in duo prOjWtitin in tlieir services and hihoiir. I fe reminded tlie House of 
Mr. Nnumaii's eir. motion to discuss the conditions to be Iraiioscil on subsidised 
and protected imlastries to uttain tliu obju.'t which the amendment had in view. 
Though these concerns were essentially private yet it must lie i-emcrolKircd that 
they were snitiwrcid by public, fiiuds, because it was the cgmsnmcr who i»aid for 
protection. H all tlie eommuiiities did not share whatever benefits wore avoilahlo 
then something ought to In; done to eliaiige Ui a more crpiiUiblc basis. He had 
not eoncliulcd when tlie House adjourned till April M. 

Thr Hkcosi) Tauu'F Hii.i. (contd.) 

14th. APRIL The Assembly rcsuiiieil to-<luy llic debate on the first reading of 
Sir Mohnm'.d Ztiintlltih’s sec<iiid 'I’lirill' Hill to rwliicc the iiroteetivc duty on 
sugar from Es. '.’/I lo Rs. O/ld and contiiinc it till llMl, iiending a further 
enquiry into the industry in l'.W0. Sir Ziou liin, eoiitiiining his siieech from 
last Thursday, dealt criticnlly witli what he elmractorised as tlie exceedingly 
unkind mtmiier in wliich tlie industry built iin by heavy prota.<tion had bSsn 
treating the sugar-eaiic pnsbiccrs and the skilled and niiskillcd laliour employed 
by it. Mr. A. C, f.htUa said he would give Ibc otlier side of the picture, and 
dwelt on what lie dcs'erilicd as the series of Idows dealt on the industry by the 
Government, t^ir Afohil. ZufniUah, in replying to the dehatc. maintained that 
the sjiocidics had disclosed notliing to indicate that the aelioii that the Govern¬ 
ment proiKiscd to take tvas uniiistilicd and that the existing protective duty was 
more than adequate. 

During the dcxiiled disetisaion two ninciuliuonts were atlemntcd, one by Prof. 
Paaaivcc to restore tlie duly lo Us. 7/4, and the otliev by Sir Ziuuddin to reduce 
it to Rs. 6/r2 as proiMiscil iiy llic Govern men!. Hotli the amendnients were rejected 
without a division and the liiil was jiasseil iiiianieiidod without a division. 

ISIlO llUlTlSn 'I'RADK AUUBKMKNT HIDL (tXlNl'D.) 

Sir ilu'>atnmnil Zufrnll th tlioii moveil that Ihe bill to amend the Indian 
Tariff Act of 11)31 in onler to give eflisit lo cerlaiii cliangcs ncccssitatkl by the 
I iido-Hrilish Trade Agreemciit, lie taken iiihi consideration. The Commerce 
Memlwr explained tliat tlio bill would give effwt to Oie terms of article 16 of 
the Agreement by which it was agreed that ]iendiug the . coming into force of the 
agreement the two Cioveriimeiits would apply to provisions as far us might be 
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possible. It was in pursnance of this understanding that the present blU was 
brought up. Mr. Bhulabhai Desai, opiiosing the motion for consideration, briefly 
explained the position of his imrty as regards the bill. Sir Abdul Hahm 
Ohmnavi, who was the only speaker who sought to adduce argnsaojits in 
favour of the motion, declared thi\t as a whole the agreement was good for India. 
Even Congressmen had supported him in his contention. The only difference 
was as regards the Ijancashirc r|uota haesmac that interest clashed with the interest 
of Ahraedabad and Bombay. Further the Muslim Chamber of Commerce was 
also in hivour of the agienmcnt. The Muslims in Imlia had to light to two 
enemies, number one tho Congress, nnmlmr two tlie (Tovornmoiit. Mr. AT. A. Jinnnh 

D 'ccfled to reply to the criticisms in a certain scc.tiun of the press and outside which 
blamed tho Muslim league party on die ground that it took up a “communal 
attitnd^’ on the Indo-Uritish Trade Agreement. Mr. Jinnah referred to the remark 
made by Mr. Desai outside the House that the cottou grown by Mussnlmans did 
not bear Hthe mark of ‘Soban Allah’. What did Mr. Desai mean to insinuate ? 
Mr. Ossai: “No insinuation at all.” Mr. Jinnah ; “What was the meaning of 
it ? Only one meaning can be put ii)H>n it and that is that I was dunking 
of notliing else but of cotton grown by Mussalmims. Is it fair to make this 
insinuation ?” He wished Hindu friends to prosper in the cotton industry still 
more. Hindus had the main interest in the industry os he had said previously, 
ami he left it to them to give die venlieton the agreement. lie knew they ivcre 
in a majority and would be able to wu-ry die d.ay. 

Tbc motion for consideration was rejected by 54 votes to 39, the Muslim 
Ijeague remaining neutral, the Congress Nationalists voting at^ainst. Sir A. H. 
Ghnznavi voted with the Government. 

INDI-IN RUUIIKE CONTROI, AcT 

Tlic House next accepted the reference to a select committee of tbc Bill to further 
amend tho Indian Rtibljcr Control Act of 19:M. Sir hfohammad ZnfruUah ex¬ 
plained that the Intor-Govcmmcntal Enbltcr Agreement of 1934 providing for 
rcgiilatioa of production. c.\|iort and control of extenrion of riibbor cultivation 
was due to c.xpire on Dec. 31, 1939, and the lutomational Lubber Legulation 
Committee had circulated a draft of the revised agreement for continiiance of tho 
scheme to five years more. The provincial <Jovcriimt*nts and tlic Indian States 
concerned wore unanimous that the scheme was bcncticial to the country. 

I’UOTECTION TO ElCB, SlLK, LAPEB, PuLF, BTC. 

Sir Mohammad Zafrullah then moved that the amendment marie by tho 
Council of State to the Bill relating to protection to rice, silk, paper, pulp and 
magnesium chkindc be taken into coiisidcnitiun and iwsscrl. The amciirimont by 
die Council of State reduced the duty per ton on wood pulp from Ks. .35 to Es. 
iW. By this amenriment tlic protective duty would be 25 jior cenL ad valorem 
or Es. 30 tier ton, whichever is higher. The House artcepted the amendmeat. 
CHrrxAtiONo Pobt Act 

The co/isidcradon of the Bill to amend the Chittagong Port Act of 1914 was 
moved by Mr. A. O, Clow and opiwwl by Mi'. B. N. Chowdhury, Discussion 
had not concluded when tho House adjounicd. 

OFKICLAt BiT.IJi PASSEI> 

15th. APRIb Tho Asscmldy jiassed to-ilay Sir Reginald Mnxioell's bill to amend 
the jicnal code and die criminal procedure code, Sir Mahonmd ZafruUak's bill to 
reconstitute the Soft Coke Cuss Committee and Mr. View's bill to amend tlic 
Chittagong Port Act. 

Trade Aguuument Bii.i. Ebiecsted 

The Assembly ne.xt by .50 votes to 37 rojccied the recommended Tariff 
Bill embodying tho terms of the Iiirlo-Britisli TVade Agreement. Before die 
vote was taken Mr. Bkulabhai Desai in an imviassioncd siieocli cntcied a protest 
against the pi-oceduro adopted by the Government and warned them ; “You can 
bring goods into the country under any condidoiis of favour yon like but to 
sell them is a very different proiioaition.” 

The I’rcsidcnt at this stage adjourned tho House 'sine die'. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Assembly 

Budget Session—Calcutta—lSth. February to 28th. June 1939 

FlNANOlAL Sl'ATRMKST FOR 1939-10 

The Budget session of the Bengal T.^islativc Assembly commenced at Calcutta 
on the 15th. February 1989 with a fairly large attendance of members inside the 
chamber and a good many visitors in the gidlcrics. 

The Finance Minister, Mr. N. R. Barker delivered his budget speech. Mr. 
Barker stated that the revenue receipts for 11K19-40 were estimated at Es. 13.TO crores 
and expenditure at Ks. l't.65 crores. “We liavc”, he said, “siiflicient reserves to cover 
this difference (of Es. 87 lakhs) but wo )>ro|XMC to conserve them by resort to a 
loan.” Credit has been taken under tlic appi-upriate dcitosit head for ^e sum of 
one crore on ac(;onnt of the long-term loan, which the fiovernment proposes to raise, 
Q^e exact terms of the loan will be settled in due course in consultation with the 
Eeserve Bank. Of the one crore of rupees to be raised by loan the Government will 
spend Bs. 93 lakhs in making up the deficit of Bs. 87 lakhs and on grants by way 
of agricultural loans, leaving a budget surplus of seven lakhs. S))eaking about new 
sources of revenue, Mr. Barker said that if trade conditions improvea they might 
tap an extra thirty lakhs or so under the jntc duty, income-tax and non-judicial 
stamps; but they had to remember, in that connection, that their exiiectcd revenue 
from the jute duty in the coming year was nearly a crore in excess of what it would 
bo if they again struck slump conditions ns bad as those of “We must also 

be preiiarcd for a dec^rcasc in excise revenue if tlie idea of prohibition gains strength. 
As regards further retrenchment we plan to make a further reduction of salaries 
and to revise the iicnsion rules ; but the c^onscqnent savings will only accrue gradually. 
There is nothing for it, therefore, but to resort to new taxation.” 

Eeferring to the current year’s budget, Mr. Barker said: ‘‘My estimates of 
receipts for 1938-39 were based on my revised estimate for 1937-38 plus the ho]iethat 
world conditions would get no worse. On the contrary, they deteriorated considera¬ 
bly. I believe that the deterioration has now been chciikcd. at least temporarily, but 
there is no ho]X) of our touching the figures which I ventured to forecast for 
193^39, Our revenue receipts are likely to be fortyonc lakhs below the original esti¬ 
mate. About haU of this droii is due to world causes and the rest to a mixture of 
economic and ]X)litical causes much nearer home. Tlic deterioration in tlic world 
position was dE course due almost entirely to tlie threat of war in £urO])c and its 
paralysing effect upon confidence in general; but the Munich settlement was happily 
tollowed by a recovery of confidence that checked the slump. It is, however, on the 
prospects of peace or war in Europe that the hile of world moi'kcts in 1939-40 will 
mostly depend.” Mr. Barker mentioned some outstanding domestic events which had 
in one way or another aifeiituil tlio budgetary fortunes of the current year. These 
include floods, the Bengal Tenancy Act, the appointment ofsiiecial committees and 
the release of detenus. ‘The abolition of landlords’ fees on transfer had tin adverse 
c^ect on the transactions under die debt deposit section of the Budget. In r^ard to 
landlords’ transfer fees, the Government inherited a liability of Es. 49 lakhs on 
April 1, 1937, which was reduced to Es, 45 lakhs on Ajnil 1, 1938. Binco the further 
inflow of landlords’ fees has stoptied. the liability will have to bo met from the 
reserves. An increase of about Es. 70,000 in Uic estimates of the e»>cndituTe for the 
year had been due to a post-budget decision to np)H>int n number of committees and 
special oflieers to investigate various matters nfleetiiig die welfare of the people. 

Mr. Barker continued: ‘When iutroductiiig the budget for 1937-38, I expressed 
the hope that it might be possible in the near future to eftbet oxmsiderable 
reduction in the expenditure which the rrovince had to incur on account of measures 
taken to combat the anarchist movement. My ho]>cs in this respect have been 
largely fulfilled. The release of detenus has made it possible to reduce the pitch of 
abnormal expenditure by no less than Hs. 22 lakhs. Furdier economies to the extent 
of about Bs. 3 lakhs have been pro[ioscd in next year’s budget, and it is hoped tliat 
if the situation continues to be satisfactory it will be possible in due course to effect 
further reduction in expenditure. Among the reasons which make larger savings 
impracticable at die moment is the need to keep a careful watch upon ccrtaui forms 
of subversive activity which are making themselves manifest in different parts of this 
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Province. “The existence of an illiterate and nnintorjncd labour force in the Proviiico 
and die recent release of iiolilu^al prisonera ou a lnrj?o wtale are, accordiii}? to the 
department concomed, providing a fruitful cenibination for the ju’Ciu^hing of Ooin- 
inuuism by a group of ^lersous who derive their itolitical sustenance from the theor¬ 
ies of foreign doctrinaires. The dcf^artinent conshlcrs tliat constant vigilaiico is TiKpiir- 
cd to be excreisiid over tlm activiues of Uuxie among them whose avowed object is 
to cause a violent uidieaval of the existing social order and whose method is to sow 
seeds of disruplion amongst the illiterate workers and iHXisants of diis country, by 
insidious and underKroiind ])ropaganda. The greater j)art of this work incvitaldy falls 
upon the police force with the result tliat the bulk of tlm unavoidable cxi'cndituro 
in this scelion occurs in the jiolico budget. From the public also there has been 
more demand for pcilice protection.” 

Hie largest inci-ease on the cx|)ondtturc side of die Bengal bwlgct for 1939-tO 
is under civil works, totalling Ks. 24 lakhs, which is due lo an extensive prograininc 
of luiihling piojeets and of lloud Hcvdopment Fund works. Among die larger 
provisions for building may lie mentioned two lakhs for a punlali college, two lakhs 
for the Kden fSirl’s High Pehool in Diui-a, two lakhs for a rcl'ormatory schcxil, two 
lakhs for a civil court at Howrali and live ami a hidf lakhs for iKilicc buildings. As 
regards road fund works out of a totsd assignment of one erore and five laklia since 
the subventions wore first received, din provincial cxiiciiditiirc U|ito Uie end of I'Jilfi- 
37 was only Rs. Gi lakhs. Tlie unspent balance in hand on April 1, 1937 was Rs. 
43 lakhs, out of whi--h all but Us. 10 laklis will lie sjH'iit by the end of the dirrcnt 
year. The next year’s programme of riuid expansion involves aii exiienditurc of 
Ks, 29^ lakhs, out of which ten laklis will be met from die bahuice m band and the 
remainder will lie available from die tXuitriil Govern men t. The ctlncation budget 
contains the biggest increase under serviiic cx|ionditnrc. It includes provision iif 
five lakhs for sup|ileiucni.ing local cllorts for die improvement of primary edneatiou 
in areas where tinmury education ccss is realiscil. In addition to provisions made 
for other instiliitioi s, Ks. 71,000 has licon provided to enable a pnrdali college lo 
be started next year in a rented Imilding jicndiiig eumplclioii of its owu building, 
for which provision has been made under civil works. 

At)j. Moi'ion—Bitudwan Fpoods 

leth. FEBRDARY The Assembly discusseil to-day the adjournment motion spou- 
soral by Mr. Framatha Nath ISanerjiie to (lie cficitt dial Ibis House do now adjourn lo 
discuss a definite mutter of urgent public im|orlam-c and of rci^cnt occurrence, 
namely, die sitimtion arising out of the notification Ko, OoCiB, in die Oalcutta GawitUs, 
diitcil February lOi.h, 1939, extending tlie provision of section 7 Criiiiimd Taiw 
Amcmlment Act of 19;!2 aiul the jiroiniilgiilioii of Section 1 1 1 Or. P. C. on February 
13lh., 1930, for operation in eerlmti fiarts of Btirdwiin District, it was slated Unit 
drastic action was taken by the Govcriiuient fur non-payinent of rent and taxes in 
the canal area of the Burdwuii District. After a inolongol discussion the motion 
was lost. 

Gehkrai. DiHcnssioN of BnixtKT 

20th. to 25tli. FEBRUARYGcncnil ilisvussion of the budget estimates of die 
Government for die year J939-K) liegan on the 20lh. Feb. Mr. Prumatha Nath Banerjee. 
on behalf of the Congress Party, initiated the dismission. After diseussions had. 
continued for aliout one hour and a quarter, in which hidf a dozen siicokcrs rc- 
prescutiiig the Congress. Uie Krisliak Proja Party and the Sduslulcd Caste parly 
took )>art. die <iuori.in failed and die discnssioiis wci'o continued on the next day, 
the 21st. Feb, when the quorum also failed and the iloiisc adjourned. Sixteen 
members took luin in to-days lUsmissimi of whom more tiiitn half a dozen 
belonged to the Coalition MinisterialLst Party. Strong criticism of die Ministry’s 
conduct by several members of the Ministerialist Parly was the most uiiex]iccicd 
feature of the day|a proceedings, (.loiiUiiiialion of dog racing, failure to introduce 
free compulsory primary education and enormous provision for new building projects 
were die main grounds of attack. Mr. Ahdul Bari, a prominent Coalitionist, 
remarked Unit it was astonishing dial die Government hail fmicd to utilise the huge 
sums of money which liad liccn provided in die last yeai’s budget for wont of 
projects and definite schemes. Aiiolner Coalitionist, Maulvi Idria Muhammed also 
attacked the Ministry for its failure to introduce free primary education in the province. 
He told the Government that they had upltll now siipiiortcd it in season and out of 
season, but the Government should realise that there was a limit to their patience. 
They were often told, he continued, that the Ministry was led by die Ministerialist Coaii- 



160 THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ calctJtta- 

tion Party, but the Speaker considered tlic position vice versa. Opposition members 
eoncentraW their attack on tlie lack of any programme and policy to further the 
works of ^0 nation-building detiartmcnts. They thought that the outlook which had 
found expression was the same old outlook that prevailed in the bureaucratic days. 
“It is an unimaginative Inulget without any policy or programme based on patronage 
and placating” remarked one member. Next day, the 22nd. Feb., Mr. Jagat 
Chandra Mandal criticised it as one where the money was being squandered away on 
cosily and useless buildings. The Finance Minister ha<l found provision for an 
increased expenditure so far as tlie valiant myrmidons of law and order were con¬ 
cerned. 'Ihe budget as a whole was an aristocratic budget. Mr. ifaniruddin Ahmed 
said that the budget was not the people’s budget but tor feeding some contractors 
and Mgh offlcials. Sir Oeorge Uamphetl saitl that while the proposed taxation on 
trades, profession, occupations and callings was au niigraduatcd tax, it was still 
based on income-tax and might create hardship in border-line cases of those just 
within die reach of incomc-laxcs. The dull monotony and the lack of interest 
which were ^e mtun features of the atmosphere of the llousc during the course of 
the general discassion for the next tlirco days, were miulc livelier and interesting 
on ue ^tb. F^. when Mr. T, C. Goswami dwelt at length on tlie main features 
of the budget, in winding uj) th(^ general disc.iission. lie said : —‘"The Uon’blc 
Finance Minister has complained of llie lock of funds in the provincial exchequer. 
This, indeed, is not duo to the bankruptcy of tlie province but the hunkruptcy of 
the good feelings and wcIl-wisUes of the ministers.” Qliiis ended the general lUscuBsiou 
and the House adjourned till tlie 27th. 

Cai-cutta Mdni(ui»at, AMjatnMEKT BllJ. 

27tli. FEBRUARY to ttth. MARCB:—For nearly four hours, the Assembly debated on 
the 27th. Feb. the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill introduced by the Government. 
The Bill declares tluil the pnudice of reserving Mtwlim seats in the general consti¬ 
tuencies has failed to satisfy Muslims and so it reverts to separate elei;torateB. The 
Bill increases Muslim scats from 19 to 22, creates a Labour elwtoratc and gives it 2 
seats. It does not increase the nuinlicr of General (Hindu) seats (4C) but it reserves 
7 seats for the Bcliedulod Castes in die General constituencies. Thci’o was no such 
reservation for Scheduled Castes before. The Bill docs not rctluee the number of 
iiomiiiatixl membei-s (lu); nor tliose earmarked for the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
the Calcutta Tnwle’s AsscKiaiioii and the Fort Commissionera (12), nor those of Aider- 
men (5), who are elected by the elected councillors. The lion. Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur of I)ac<‘n, Minister in^ charge of Ixical Self-Government Depart¬ 
ment, introduced the Bill ami moved that it be referred to a Scloctt Committee con¬ 
sisting of 18 members, including four meralicrs from the Congress I’arty, with ins¬ 
tructions to submit tlieir rciiort by March (i. As many os ten ainenuniciits were 
moved by members of the Opposition, iaclmling the Congress Party, die Krisliak 
Ih-oja Party, the Indeiteiulcnt Scheiluled Caste Party and also by an Aiiglo-liidiaii 
member, which wanted circulation of the Bill to elicit opinion thereon. More tliau 
a dozen speakers from die ditfcieiit sections of the House partieiiiated in the debate 
oil these amendments, when die House adjourned till the next day, the 28tb. February, 
when loud bursts of protest, stormy scenes and oi'cii defiance of ordera of die Chair met 
the Speaker’s ruling over die iMiint of oulcr raised by 6j. Sarat Chandra Bose. 
Lrader of the Opposition, who objected to die consideration of the Bill being coutiiiueu 
to-day which was fixed for noii-otlicial resolutions. He took his stand on the rules 
of the House. Thereuiion the Speaker directed that the House should }>rocncd with 
the coosidetadon of die Bill and asked 8ir Oeorge Campbell, Ijcader of the Kuro{)can 
group, to state his views in connexion with the said Bill. Following his ruling, the 
House llai'cd up and Cougress members dubbed it as ‘illegal’. An adjournment of 
the House for 15 minutes was declared from die Chair for a settlement. But after 
the rc-asscmblage the House did not scorn to have changed the atmosphere, llic 
Speaker ordered somebody to walk out, some to be silent and some to meet him in 
the Chamher but the Congress members were firm in their attitude. While the Chief 
Minister was slioudug forth some remarks on the Cougress mcmbei's, die Speaker 
declared the House adjounicd till Monday the Cth. March, when Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose again rose to a point of order and maintained that die House could not proceed 
with the dehate in ixmtinuation of die discussion held on February ^ as it was in 
Mr. Bose’s opinion ill^al. Mr. Bose held that die only course left open to the 
Government if th^ wonted to proceed with the amendment of the Municipal Bill 
was to bring foiward a fredi Bill. 

The Speaker ruled out Mr. Bose’s order and the House then proceeded with the 
debate. Bir George Campbell, lA^tider of the European Group, spoke supiiortiug the 
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Mnnicip^ Bill. Ht: said t.liat bis group felt that if one strong political party re¬ 
mained in complete control of a Municipal body for a number of years, the work of 
that body was bound to deteriorate. Mr. T. C. Qcawami, Deputy Leader of tlio 
Congress Assembly Tarty, characterised the Bill as a Bill of injustice to not only 
the Hindu citizens but also to Muslims. Ho drew the attention of the Leader of the 
European Group to the fact that the Labour Party in the London County Council 
had dominatwt it for a number of years, hut had they in any way jeoparaizod the 
cause of the civic admiiiistratiou ? Dr. Suama Praaaa Mookerjee characterised Sit 
George Campbell’s message as a tmrting kick to the city which had stood him in good 
stead for the better part of his life. The Vhie^ ifinister justified the iutroiluctiou of 
seimrate doctorates in the present circumstances and imiintaincil that it was not a 
fold, that the introduction of separate cloulomtcs liad rcsnitcil in dividing the itcople 
in so many lUvisions. An (jpivwition motion urging circulation of the Bill was 
put to vote and was rcjtictcd by 131 votes against 79. The motion referring it to a 
riclect Committee consisting of 18 incnibers, includiag four Congress members, with 
instrncUon to submit their roimrl by March 25, was carricil without a division. 

Mr, Hii<i AND HiNirtj OmoKtis 

Earlier, after >iucsiion liour, Mr. .L O. Gupta wanted leave of the House to 
move an adjournment motion to discuss “a dc.Hidte matter of urgent public impor¬ 
tance, nnmely the expn^Hsion of want of confiilcnce and clwrgo of disloyalty levelled 
(igainst the flindn ollicers in the province as alleged by the Chief Minister, and the 
inevitable discontent and demoralisation o£ the olVua^rs which wiis bound seriously to 
affect the atlminis: ration of the province.” The hon. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, 
Ihcmicr, esiirossod his regret for the remarks lie had made in a letter to Mr. 
ShaniHuddin .\1iined, an ex-Minister, and tendered his aiiologies to the Hindu oIRcers 
of the Oovernmeiit for what he had said in tlio letter against them. Ho honed that 
they would continue to give him the same service as they had done previously. The 
adjournment motion was put to vote and lost by 138 votes against 62, 15 members 
belonging to the Krishak I’roja Party and the B.hodnled Caste Party remaining 
neutral. The Eiuropeaii Group voted with the Government. 

Tin? Financk Biu. 1939 

7th. MARCH The Bengal Finance Bill, 19:19, ns siwnsorwl by the Honblo 
Mr. Natini Banjan Sircar, Finance Minister, with a view to make an addition 
to the revenue of Bengal by iin|s>8ing an iingrndiiatcd tax of Rs. 30 tier annum 
on professions ti-ale-s callings, and cmploymcntH, excluding those who do not 
jwy incometax, waji subjected to trencluint criticism by the Opimsitionists inclu¬ 
ding an Anglo-Indian Member, Mr. J. W, Chippendale to-day. As many as 
seven motions by way of amendments for idrculntion for the jmrjmse of eliciting 
piildic opinion on the Bill were moved. Two ainciidmcnts to the motions of 
the Finance Ministsv for refemng the Bill to a Selet^t Committee were also 
moval. .fustifying 'lie imiKisilioii of the la.xatioii the Finance Minister said that 
the sum of Hs. I'J lakhs, which they hoiicd to realise by resort to this taxation, 
was a mere drop in the wean, bccanso there was a largo gap to be lillcd up 
between their resources and their rcctnircraents. The sum that would he realised 
from this source of taxation would be noccssuTy for flnancing only one sdieme 
namely, tlie wator-siiiiply scheme in the rural areas. The motion for circulation 
was lost by 119 to 71 votes, while motion for referring to the Select Committee 
was lust witliout division. The House then aicccptcd the motion for consideration 
of the Bill as inovid by the Hoii’blc the Finance Minister. 

Voting ok Buikikt Demands 

8th. to 26th. MAROn Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced 
on the 8th. March. Tlu! apathy of the Government to jiopiilarise Salt industry 
in Bengal was severGy criticised to-day when the lion. Mr. Prasanna J)eb Raikut 
moved for a grant of a sum of Its. 12,000 for cx])cnilitiiro under the fiend 
"Salt” as providwl in the budget estimate for the year 19:10-40. About five cut 
motions wore movcO to reduce Uie demand by Rs. 100 to discuss the iioUcy of 
the Government with regard to the improvement of the industry in this 
province. All the cut motions were lost without division. The demands for 
grants under heads ‘Stamps.’ ‘Forest,’ and ‘Ref'istration’ wore also granted by the 
House. Gut motions levelled against all the demands followed suit and the 
House was ailjourued till the #th. Mareh when, excepting a few snpplementaiy 
questions, the House evoked no excitement and the whole proceedings were duM 


THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE AaSEMBLY [ calcutta- 

and uninteresting. The attendance was thin and towards the end the 
Opposition benches, particularly the Congress benches, were almost deserted. 

The failure of uie Government to ensure better price of raw jute for the culti¬ 
vators and to adopt any comprehensive scheme for agricultural improvement ^ es 
subjected to severe criticism in the (course of a debate in connection with the budget 
demand for a grant of Rs. 15,78,OX) for ex|)cnditiire under tlie head, ‘Agriculture’ 
moved by the Hon’blc Mr. Tamizu idin Kkan. All the cut motions mov^ by the 
opiwsitionists were negatived and the entire demand for grant was sanctioned by the 
Mouse. The Mouse also sanctioned the demand of Rs. 5,IK),OX) for expenditure under 
head, “Veterinary”. Next day, the lOth March, the Assembly voted without a cut, 
the budget ilcmand of a sum of Rs. 28,!)fl,0i.*) for cx|)enditure under the head “Land 
Revenue”, and a sum of Rs. 2,00,000 for cxiiemliturc under the head “Famine Relief” 
moved by ,Sir B. P, Sit^h Roy, Revenue Minister. Emidinsising that the “no-rent” 
mentality was rosiionsible for the deterioration of collection of land revenue, the 
Minister said, “It apiwars from the report snbmittcd by district Officers end Commis¬ 
sioners of Divisions that attempts were being mailc by some cx-detonus, members 
of the Krisbak Bamitics, local agitators and Congress workers to foster a spirit of 
discontent and liostility towards tlic Goverinuent and/amimlars amongst the cultivat¬ 
ing classes. I will rc(|ucat the Mouse to bear these fuc.ts seriously in mind. If the 
petition dots not improve or no sleiw arc taktiii to control the *no-rnnf mentality, I 
am afraid, before long, the whole land revenue system of the province will collaytse 
and the Government might fiiul it difficult to substitute a new system for the old one.” 
After referring to tlic areas which were most affiseted by such agitation, the Minister 
said, “These arc the places where wc ftud ths cx-detenns and the members of Iho 
Krishak Bamities are mtwt active in prem^hing their hymn tif hate”. 

The otherwise dull proccctliiigs of the Assembly were considerably enlivened 
when Mr. Abdul Jahbar Pnlmctn, a ministerialist of Coalition I’nity, crossed the floor 
in the course of tlic debate of the revenue bmhilct and moved a cut motion, coming 
over to the Opposition side. Mr. Palwau ilctdarcd, in moving the cut motion, that 
the Ministry hod miserably failed to re<lec.m its election pledges so far as the reilross of 
the grievances of the peasantry were concerned. He paitl a warm tribute to tlie activi¬ 
ties of the Congress Ministries in tliis connection and remarked that <ho llengal 
Ministry “only shod crocodile tears for the cultivators and indulged in all talks.” 
Mr. I’alwan then took his scat with the Krisbak I’r^a Party in the Opposition 
benches. Next day, the 11th. Mareh, allegatioiis that Government was rcsmnsible 
for the deterioration of the standiurd of oilicieiicy of the stalls of the Calcutta 
Medical College and Campbell Medicat Bebool and other medical institutions and its 
apathy for giving sufficient medical relief to rural Bengal were soriously put for¬ 
ward bv the memiiors of the opjiosilion including some of the coalition mrty by 
way 01 cut motions over the demand of tlie Government of Rs. 51.30,000 under 
the head ‘Medical.’ All the cut mol.ions were lost and the entire demand for grant was 
sanctioned by the House. Tlie Mouse then stood adjourneil till Monday, tlie 13th. Mareh, 
when a dull discussion centred round the cut motions movcil on the demand of the 
Government of Rs. l,5;t,50,(XX) for expenditure under the head “J'Miuation, General.” 
Most of the time of the debate was taken up by the coalition members who discuss^ 
the policy of tlie Government in general and some members laid bixhuu] stress on the 
necessity of intnxlucing primary education in the province. The discussion had not 
concluded when the Mouse was luliouriicd till the next day, the 14th. Mareh, when follow¬ 
ing a debate which lasUsl for two hours and in which seven cut motions were moved 
and syicakcrs iiarticiimtod, the Assembly sanctioned without any cut, the 
demand of the grant for cx|icnditure of Rs 1,53,58,000 under the head “Blucation,” 
moved by the bon. Mr. A. K. Pazlut Huq, Chief Minister. !>. Byamaprasad 
Mookerjee, ex-Vice-ClianccUor of the Calcutta University, criticised the Government 
for lack of a prt^amme or policy for the cdueatioiml advancement of the country. Me 
said, “there are 16 millions of adults in this province of 18 years of age who arc 
completely illiterate and wliat is the magninexmt provision the Govenimcnt had 
made in this year’s budget ? The Government had given a sum of Rs. 13,000 for 
the adult education. It is less than half of the sum of Rs. 30,000 which yon arc 
going to give to the ‘Azail’ which mainly devotes itself for spreading libellous 
pron^aiKia and communal sjurit in this province.” The Education Minister in bis 
reply declared in his usual gestures that the province of Bengal within 18 monihs or 
less than tliat would have primary education without any education cess. Me added. 
“I fed great relief to announce at the present moment before the members of &is 
House and the public that wc have boon aide to solve completely the problem of 
primary education in Bengal.” Next day, the ISth. Mardi,, charges of dt^carions, 
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comiptionA and netratism wore brought against the CJo-operative Department and 
toe Booietics of tUo Govern iiient by way of cut motions in respect of the demand 
for grant under the hc;i(l ‘Co-operation,’ moved by toe Hon’ble Mr. ifukunda Behari 
Mullick. The members belonging to toe Opposition moved cut motions and those 
belonging to the ('oalilioii look part in too general discussion with r^ard to the 
policy of the Go/ernmont to s)>rcnd too co-operative movement in toe province. 
Members of Ixito the parlies charged tlie Government for failure to provide projicr 
facilities for rural credit and the settlement of rural debts. All the cut motions 
were negatived by the ITonsc and the entire demand of Us. 15,33,000 for expendi¬ 
ture under the head — I'o-oiHjrative’ was granted by the House. The House later 
sanctioned a demand for a mim of Us. 16,18,0tX) for expenditure under the bead— 
‘1 ndnstries’moved by the Hon’lile Nawnb Kluoaja habibullah Bahadur at Dacca. 
Next day, the Kith Ma.'ch, the demiuid for a grant of Us. 1,10,29,000 for expenditure 
under the head, ‘•General Administration” was moveil by Kir Nazimuddin, Home 
Minister. An (}|i|)Ositii)n cut motion, which sought to raise a discussion on toe 
subject, was withdrawn in view of the assiiriuice given by the Phianco Minister. 
The House than prowseded with (amside.ation of other cut motions moved by 
the OpiXMitioii, Gp)tositiou sjicakcrs alleged that the imlicy of too Ministry had 
led to an cnconrrigement of commtinaiism in the province. Charges were also 
levelled against tlu! Ministry that tliey were trying to suppress legitimate criticism 
of the at^tivitics of :lie Government. iteferciK« was made to toe disturbance that 
took {>laeo in Calcutta during the last no-eoiiAdciicc motion debate when Op|x>Bition 
members sought sholic-r in tlio Bengal Ijcgislative House. The debate nad not 
coueluded when the House was adjourinxl till tJio next day, the 17to. Mkreh, when 
the House sanctiomtd without any cut the General Administration demand. Altogether 
nine cut motions were moved hy the Opposition and division was demanded on 
three. All of them were eitJicr rejeided or iM^ativcd. Pour Ministers of the 
Government participated in the debate towards its closing stage. The 
Vhiej MiniitAT told the House that, as prciiouBly announced m the House, 
several attcmjits irnd been mwle to arrive at a settlement over the percent^e 
question in piddic scrvie-c at a confernee of tlic leaders of the different parties 
in this House, but so far their attempts liad proved nusuccessful. They propo¬ 
sed to convene another sitting of tlic conference of toe leaders of toe various 
communities at an early date, to make a final attempt to arrive at a settlement. 
If a sottlemcnt was readied, the Government would lose no time in implemen¬ 
ting that (hioisioii. If no decision could be arrived at, toe Government 
would come to its own decision and announce it. Mr. H. 8, Suhrawardy, Labour 
Minister, accused Lalwur members of the House, amidst strong protests from such 
members, that thc.y were s|)rcading communal slogans in the labour areas. 
Winding np the iloliate, Uio tfome Minister told tlic House that whereas there 
had been communal riots in too Congress I’rovimms, involving shooting and 
lathi charges by the police, Bengal had been singiilarly free from such eoramn- 
nal riots and there had been only one instance where the imbce had been 
com|)elled to open lire. He declared that Hindu oflicers wore treated most justly 
and fairly by the Bengal Government. Tlie Chief Minister had written to four 
pa))ers in Calcutta, iuviluig tliem to single out a single instance where injustice 
had been ilone to any Hindu oflicer of the Government. None of toe 
papers hod the courage, declared the Home Minister, to come forward wito a 
single instance. An important sixsvker on toe Gptiosition side to-day was Mr. 
Mausher Alt, ex-3tIiuistor, who raiseil a constitutional point that toe Ministry 
had not yet announced toeir decision on toe resolution of the Assembly passed 
eight months ago on toe percentage question, and tout too alternative loft to 
the Ministry was either to accept that resolution or to raieet it or get it rescin¬ 
ded or to resign, llie House at this stage adjounied till Monday, the 20th. Mareb, when 
the Government was severely iTiticisod for its failure to effect ad^uate 
rednotion of ex|icnditure in the administration of Police Departments in toe 
course of a debate on the Opposition’s cut motion in connection with, toe denumd 
for grant of a sum of lls. for cxjicnditiire under the head “Police” 

moved by too Hon’bio Khviaja Bir Nazimuddin. In his sjieech, Sir Nazimuddin 
drew a picture of >Secret Societies and Rovolntioiiary i^tios which, in his 
opinion, still remained in existence and intact and were as well organised to-day 
as ever tliey were, probably better, lie said that toe declared aim of those 
societies was rebellion, to be followed by social revolution. Though ostensibly 
in toe ranks of toe Congress, they wei-e no followers of Congress and they were 
no followers of toe creed of non-violence. 
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The best ccmtribwtion in to*day’8 debate came from 8j Narendra Narayan 
Chakrabarty (Confess) who in his eluant Ben(;aii and masterly style kept the 
House siiell-Doand for about half and honr, that the Poliee Dep^ment ought to 
have a smaller sum provided for it this year, in view of the non-reloase of Detenus 
and State prisoners and a number of political prisoners. 

About half a dozen cut motions wore moved by the Opposition. The cut 
motions sought to raise a diseussion almnt the “abnormally high cx}<enditure in the 
Police Department, “the allogcd inetliciency of the Department”, and to urge_ a 
change in the present system of reuruitinciit and administration of the Police 
Department. Mr. J, O. Kennedy (Euroiiean Group) thanked the Home leister for 
wpraising the public with the state of afTairs in this itrovijute and said tlmt the 
Government must act fearlessly and cxiwse the designs of tliose who were jjoisoning 
the minds of the youth, the t)easant8 and the industrial workers with an insidious 
propt^anda of hatred and contempt for all established forms of law and order. 

Next day, the 22nd. Mareh, the Police Budget was passed, 135 members voting 
for and 75 against the demand. The demand of the government for Its. 74,09,0CO 
under the howl ‘Administration of .Tustico’ wits also taken up for consideration and 
passed by the House without any <livisiun. Out motions relating to these two 
demands were all lost without division and the House then adjoumed. 

An adjournment motion was sought to be moved by Mr. Shib Katk Banerjee 
for discussing the situation arising out of the hunger-strike resorted to by 135 
workers of &c lladhakissen Jute Mills, Bcliir. The Speaker ruled it as out of order, 
as the mover failed to indicate the rcsiHinsibility of the Government in this connexion. 

28rd. MARCH '.—Trenchant criticisms were levelled against the Irrigation policy 
of the Government to-(biy by way of cut motions moved against the demand for a 

S ant of Bs. 34,14,000 fur cx|)cnaiture un<lcr the heiul ‘Xnigation,’ moved by the 
on’ble Maharaja Srieh Chandra Nandy of Cossimbazar. All the cut motions were 
negatived without division and the House sanctioiml tlie entire demand for grant 
moved by the Maharaja. The J louse also sanctioned a sum of Bs. 1,50,78,000 fur 
expenditure under the head 'Civil Works’ moved by the Hon’ble Maharaja. The 
Assembly had a very dull sitting to-day and the debates on the cut motions were 
sdll more dull and uninteresting. Next day, the 24tii. March, tlio House sanctioned 
without any cut the entire demand of Ks. 30,58,000 for expenditure under the 
head ‘Provincial Eixeise,’ moved by the llon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Baikut, Only 
two cut-motions, one by Mr, Biren Iranath Majumdar and the other by Mr. Maglml 
Hossain (Krishak Praja) were moved and in both these cut motions the failure of 
the Government to introtluce proliibition in the province was severely critioised. 
The cut motion of Mr. Majumdar was negatived without any division while Uie ent- 
motion of Mr. Hossain was pressed to a division and was lost by 67 against 108 
votes. The House later san(^tioned the entire demand for grant of Bs. 21,1‘3,000 for 
expenditure under the head “General Administration-Debt Conciliation”, moved by 
the Mon’blc Mr. Mukunda Behari Mullick. Next day. the 2Kth. Mareh, voting on 
Budget demands concludc<l and the remaining demands for grants under minor heads 
were passed wiihout any cut. The otherwise dull proceedings of the day were 
milivened when charges and counter-charges were exchanged between Labour members 
and the Ixibour Minister. Two Ijabonr members, Mr. Shibnaih Banerjee and Mr. 
Nikarendu Dutt Majumdar, who (mrlicipated in the discussion that was raised by 
the former on the question of grants to labour welfare organisations, charged the 
Labour Minister with spreading communalism in labour areas through his agents and 
with attempts to establish rival communal iwions with a view to cru^ng the growing 
labour movement in the province. The Labour Minister replied that it anybody was 
responsible for the sjiread of the communal spirit in the labour areas, it was those 
who ‘ posed as T,,al)Our leaders.” The Minister stoutly denied that any money from 
the Labour Welfare Fund was siicnt for any other purixise than labour welfare work. 
CAncoTTA Mu»cpl. BUir.—C oxokisbs Walk-oht 
27tb. MARCHThe Assembly held a brief sitting to-day. After question hour. 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal (Congress) enquired of the Bjicaker it it was a fact that 
Congress members of the select eqmmittoc on the Calcutta Municipal Amendment 
Bill had walked out as protest against the ‘uncompromising attitndu of other mem¬ 
bers of the committee. The Bleaker said that he had no information in the matter. 
He would, however, make an enquiry. The Ctmtireta members in the^ect committee, 
it was stated, had heen demanding an increase in the number of general seats on a 
ixipulation basis. When the committee met on Monday morning, they were imderstood 
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to have been informed that the Coalition Party mcmbera were not agreeable to any 
inureaso in the number of general seats. The Congress members present, thereupon, 
it was understood, walked out of the meeting. Forty-six seats had been provided for 
the general constituencies in the present Bill, with seven of them reserved for the 
Bt^eduled Caste. 

The House sanctioned without any cut the supplementary bud^ estimates 
amounting to Rs. 3] ,19,0(0 for the year 1938-1939 including the grant of a sum of 
Ks. G,50,(j00 for famine relief. 

Poor & Unkmpix>ykd Relief Bn.L 

28th. MARCH The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 19:«), u 
passcil by the Ihmgal Council on February 20, 1939, was passed by the A.Bsembly 
to-day after a discussion of aliout two hours witii certain amendments. The object 
of the Bill inter alia was to set up a mtwhinory for keeping r^tular records of 
distressed and unemployed persons in tlie nind ui’cns and requiring ^h Umou 
Board to collect and maintain the statistics of Urn ixx>r and unemployed in aifler- 
ent areas. It also provided to cstaltlish a nucleus of fund tlirough collection of 
voluntary subscription and contribution from District Boiwds and Government out 
of which the distresst'd and the i>oor iu each area might bo given some relief. 

The |x>int os lo whether the very fact of tlic introduction of a Money Bill in 
the Upper House constituted an infringement of the rights and privileges of the 
Lower House, even if the Upper House might have siibsoqucntly changed the 
character of the Bill, so that it no lunger rcmiuned a Finance Bill, was raised by 
the lion, the Hi>cakcr, Khan Bahadur Azizul Hague, when the Assembly was 
about to take into consideration the Bill. The Speaker-said that while he was 
anxious to safeguard the rights and privileges ut this House, he was not at the 
same for doing anything that might mwe the relationship between the two Houses 
Btrainoi], osiiccially at tiic stage of Parliamentary Government in this province. 
What he had decided, therefore, was to refer the constitutional point he had 
raised to the Commidcc of Privileges of the Honsc and if the Committee recommen¬ 
ded any aotion, to make their rccommciulKtions applicable in r^aid to any such 
Bill in future. In the meantime, wiliumt making it a constitutional precedent, 
as a special circiimsianco us being the first uistancc of its kind, be would ask 
the House to pixiceol with the consideration of the Bill. 

Non-official Bilijs Dihciissbd 

29th. MARCH:-'llic Bengal Jute Bill, ltKI7, which sought to fix a minimum 
price of jute at Rs. 10 jicr muiiiui and (tompnlsory restriction of growing it, 
was rejected by 88 to 55 to-day, llic (^sdition meiulsirs un bloc opposing tho measure. 
The Bengal Medical Amendment Bill 1937, smuisored by Mr. Anukul Chandra 
Baa (Scheduled Caste), making provision for doing away with certain disalnlities 
of the unregistered moUcnl practitioners and enabling them to get their names 
entered in tlie Register of ‘Registered Practitioners,’ decided to be circulated for 
elicitiug public opinion by December 31, 1939. 

Tho Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, moved by Moulavi Abdul 
Hakim, was sent for eliciting public o)>inion by March 31,1939, and the Bengid 
Municipal (Ameiidmcnd) Bill, 1937, moved by Rai Harendra Nath Choudhuri 
was also sent for the purpose of eliciting public oiiinion by March 31,1939. With 
the consideration of the above Bills, tiic non-otlicial business concluded to-day. 

The Finance Bill 1939 (contd.) 

80th. MARCHBy 106 against 09 votes, the Assembly to-day mssod the 
Bengal Finance Bill, which sought to im|M>Hc nii iingraduatod tax of Rs. 30 on 
all professions, trades, oallings and employments, e.\empting persons who did not 
pay incometax. The provisions of the Bill arc to come into effect from April 1 
1939. Mr. Bhirendra Nath Butt (OoiigiesH) movcil an amendment urging that 
the tax should be imiiosed on incomes exceeding Rs. 3,(X)0 a year. The amend¬ 
ment was negatived by 113 against 76 voles, Anglo-Indian members also voting 
with the Opposition. About a dozen other ()|)|) 08 ition amendments, some ol 
them seeking to reduce the tax, were negatived without a division. 

Official BiLr.H Dibcusskd 

3lBt. MARCH The Assembly dealt to-day with three Govmimcnt Bills, one of 
whidt was passed, the second referred to a Hclei't Committee and the third was 
under consideration when the House adjourned. The Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
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ment and Validation) Bill, 1939, which was passed by 'the Hous& validated the 
Government order passed earlier extending the life of the Calcutta Corporation by 
one year, with a view to enabling the next elections to the Corporation to be held 
under the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, which is due to be considered by 
the Assembly next week and also eifecting some changes in a certain section of the 
present Calcutta Municipal Act, empowering the Local Government to extend the 
life of the Co^ration for a term or terms not exceeding one year in the aggregate. 
The Bill was introduced by the hon. Mr. Suhratvardy, Labour Minister, on behalf 
of the hon. Nawab Khwaja Habidulldh Bahadur, Minister for Bocal Self-Govt. 

The Bengal A(mcultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939, introduced by the 
hon. Mr. Mukunda Bekary Mullick, sought to remedy certain defects in the present 
Debtors Act. It was referred to a Select Committee. 

The House was consitlering the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1939, 
introduced by the hon. Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy, which sought to introduce 
certain changes in the existing Tenancy Act in the mutter of a land-lord’s claim for 
an increase in rent, when tiie Assembly adjourned till the 8rd. ApriL 

Bekgal Mokuy-lrkderb Bill 

8rd. & 4th. APRIL :—^The hon. Nauiab Musharaff Hossain moved that the 
Bengal Money-Lenders Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into 
consideration. Tlie BUI, as it emerged from the Select Committee, was given a 
mixed reception on the door of the House. Mr. 2>. P. Khaitan, representative of the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce, said that when the Bill had been originally introduced 
by the Government, it was like a useful horse and when it emerged from the Select Com¬ 
mittee, it was like a ferocious tiger. According to Mr. Khaitan, the Select Com¬ 
mittee had changed the fundamcntid character of the measure. Opposing the motion 
for consideration, Mr. W. C, Wordsworth, on bdialf of the European Group, urged 
that the Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee. He maintained that 
the measure would give a deathblow to co-operative credit in Bengal. Mr. Abdul 
Bati (Ministerialist Party) supported the motion for consideration and said that the 
Bill would go a long way in nffowUng protetiHon to the agncultiirists, who wore 
hard oppressed by money-lenders and oaiiitalists. Next day, the 4th. ApiB, the 
Hon’ble Speaker, Mr. Azizul Hug, gave his ruling, regarding the question raised by 
Mr. D. P, Khaitan, to the effect that the provincial legislature was not competent 
to Ic^slate iu relation to Iranks, cor|X)rations or promissory notes and therefore 
some of the provisions of the Bengal Money Lenders Bill were beyond the powers 
of any provincial Iq^islatures. The Sficaker held that this Assembly was fully com¬ 
petent to legislate on money leuding and to include banks, corporations or jiromissory 
notes in dealing with money-lending and money-lenders. The Speaker added that 
his remarks were only about the general nspecMa of the bill and there were probably 
some provisions in the bill whicli looked ns if tiie House was trenching into r^ioiis 
where it had no right to go. But this might be discussed at a later sl^e when the 
specific issues would be taken info oousideration. After the B|>caker's ruling, the 
amendment moved, on behalf of the Eiiroiieim Group, by Mr. Curtis Miller for 
recommitting the Bill to a Bclcct Committee was lost without a division. The 
amendment was supported by the Independent Nationalist Tarty. The amendments 
standing in the name of several members of the Congress Tarty were not moved. 
Mr. Whitehead (European Group), sup|iorting the nmendroent, moved on Irelmlf of 
hie party for recommitting the Bill to a Select Committee, criticised tire rec-ommenda- 
tions or the Select Committee for including ‘promissory notes’, ‘banks’ and 'trailing 
corporations.’ The Speaker contended tJmt the Bill would give a death-blow to the 
co-operative credit in Bengal. After Mr. Suhrawardy, Isibour Minister, had sjiokeu, 
Nawab Musharaff Hossain explained the various provisions of the Bill and asked 
the European Group to withdraw their amendment. 'Ihc Chief Minister, Mr. A. K, 
Fazlul Hug assured the European Group that their view-points would receive due 
consideration at the hands of the Government. He also assured members belong¬ 
ing to other parties, that the Government would cnrefnlly consider their view-points 
also as reflected in the large number of amendments tabled by them. He told the 
House that although the Government in consultation with the Coalition Party 
(supporters of (he Government) had brought forw'ard this Bill in resjionse to the 
popular demand for protecting the poor peasants and agriculturists s^aiust the 
excessive rates of iiit^st charged by money-lenders, they were quite prei>ared to 
consider the view-points of every section of the House. Although the Coalition 
Party were in a majority in the House, they were not unmindful of their respon- 


-18 APR. *39 ] CALCOTTA MUNICIPAL AMEND. BILL 157 

sibility towards the minorities in the House. The ITonse agreed to take the Bill 
into consideration, llio amendment of the European Qroup was lost without a 
division. The House Uien otljourncd. 

Brngial OFPrciAi. Records Bill, 1939 

5th. APRIL The Assemldy to-day accepted the motion of Bey Harendra 
Nath Chowdhury (Congress) for ciruulnliiig tlic Bengal Cilicial Records Bill 1939, 
which sought to ntmalisc unauthorised publication of offleial records, for the purpose 
of eliciting public opinion thereon liy May 5, 1039. Dr. Nalinakhya Sanyal, 

opposing the motion of the Premier, sfxinsor of tliu Bill, characterised the Bill as 
'the blackest of the black bills’ that the black (‘ainnet under the present Ihremier 
could conceive. Me added that the DfHcial Records Bill hiul been one of the 
most ill-conceived measures iiccausc it sought to cut away the very root of democracy, 
liie Premier, in reply, statcil that within the two years the publications were 
not meant for helpful criticism but with a very mischievous purpose, namely to 
discredit the action of tlie Government. It was with a view to penalise such publi¬ 
cations that the Qovemmont had brought in this Bill. 

In the statement of the object of Ute Rill it hiul been stated that a growing 
tendency bad been noticed Imtli in tlie IVess and tlie (ilatlorm to give unauthorised 
cun’ency to the contcuts of unpublishcil State documents. The tendency had 
rendoreu imperative the necessity of taking li>gislalive measure to suppress the 
dissemination in tlic Press and on the platform of the contents of unpublished 
records of the Government ludess after due autiiorisalion. 

BkNUAL AMtlSKMENT TAX AMEND. BILL 

6th. APRIL Following an expression usctl by Moulana Mozammel Huq 
(Coalition) iu courst^ of his s|K)cch in sup|H>rt of a circulation motion relating to 
the Bengal Ainuscnieiit Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1030, the (Congress en bloc, the 
Krishak Proja Party ami a few members of Uie I ndeiicndcnt Scheduled Caste Party 
retired as a protest against the language used. Siilmciiucntly, Mr. Abdul Buri moved 
an amendment to tlic motion for circulation asking that tlie bill be taken up for 
consideration until April ‘30. This was tu'cepUsl and the House adjourned till the 
17th. April when it adjourned again without tnuisacting any busmess, condoling 
^c death of Sj. Birendra Nath Mazumdur, a mcinbcr of the Congress Party in 
the Assembly who was killed in Uic i-uiltvay accident in Majdia. 

Oaixitita Mukicical Amend. Hill (contd.) 

IRth. APRIL I " Consideration of the Calcut.la Miiiiici]ml (AincndrocnO Bill as 
reporlcd by tlic Hehct (Committee of 17 nicmliui's was lakcii up to-day. 'Jno consi¬ 
deration, however, was limited to motions moved by the oispsitionists mainly propo¬ 
sing for rwommittal of the Bill to a select committiH*. Ihc motions were, however, lost 
and the motion of the Natvah Bahadur vf Dacca, the syonsor of the bill, tliat the bill 
as recommended by the sclei't oommitlec lie taken into consideration was passed 
without division. The report of the select committee staled that the bill dealing writh 
the electorate had not been altered to the ejitcnt of requiring ropiiblication. Note 
of dissents were expressed by all the Congress monilicTS and Maharaj Kumar oj 
Surdwau, Mr. Noth Chandra Nnnkar and Mrs. Humta Murshed. Next day, the 19th. 
April, the Asscinbly adjiiurnwl without transacting bnsin(>SH ns a mark of respect to 
the memory of Mr. Muuoranjan Banerjec, a memlM'r of the Congress Party, who died 
yesterday from iujurics suslained in the railway i-ollision at Majdia on Monday. 

20th. APRIL:—Angiy scenes were witneKsed to-day over the adjouiTimcnt 
motion tabled by Mr. Susaiika Sehkar Savyul relating to a speech delivered by tlie 
Chief Mimster at the Bmigal I’roviiicial Muslim Isatgiic Conference lujld in Calcutta 
where the Chief Minister was reported to have nuulc observation about oppression of 
Muslims by Congi'ess and Hindu Guvcrnmenls. In course of the discourse, Di‘. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal made n remark, wiiich he was asked to withdraw by the Hp^kcr, 
when he replied tlnit by this the Hi<cakcr would la; helping the other side. The 
Speaker took strong cxceyitioii to it but suiisciiiiontly he accepted the unqualified 
apology ofTcred by Dr, Honyal. He tdso ruled the motion out of order. 

Uhe House next ailoptcd tlic following resolution moved by Khan Bahadur 
Mahomed AH of the Coalition PiitW :—"llic Asaembiy is of opinion that the Secretary 
of State for India be moved to rouice the scale of pay for all new eutrmits to the 
Indian Civil Service and the Indimi Police Service.” 
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BESOLUTION on CSONBTITOBNT AeSEMBIiY 
Next, flje Assembly eonsidcml & resolution moved by Mr. if, H, Ahdul Fazal 
of the Krishak Praja Party, urging that the Government of Bengal should request 
Government of India to forward to his Majesty’s Government the expression of opinion 
of the Assembly, that the Government of India Act of 19B5 should be replaced by a 
Constitution framed by a Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult franchise. 
Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister, explaining the Government position in the matter, 
said that they would not take imrt in the debate, nor express their opinion on it, 
because this was not a matter which immediately concerned this Government nor one 
within their control. The Coalillou Party (Ministerialist Party) and the European 
Group opposed the resolution, while the Congress Party and the Krishak I’raja Party 
and the Independent Scheduled Caste Party suiiported it. The resolution was nega¬ 
tived by 76 agfunst 08 votes. 

Slat APRILMajdia Bailway disaster was the subject matter of a resolution 
to-day.^ Alle^tions of negligence and inefficiency of the internal administration of 
the Bfulway department were made by the members of the House. A resolution to 
the effect moved by Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Haahemy was passed unanimously with an 
amendment of Dr. Nalinakshya Sanyal, 

Earlier the House passed certain amendments made by the Bc^al L^slative 
Council in connection with the Bcnt>^ Tanks Improvement Bill. The House also 
pass^ the resolution moved by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, relating to trade and commerce 
within the province in drugs, medicines and biological products etc. which wore 
among the matters enumerated in the I’rovincial Legislative List by an Act of the 
Federu L^islature. The House thou adjourned till May 1. 

Calodtta Mimtcii>Ai. Ambnd. Biix (contd.) 

1st. to 11th, MAYThe compromise formula evolved by the Ministry iii regard 
to the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill was announced on the floor of the Assem¬ 
bly, when the Bill came up for consideration clause by clause on the 1st. May. Accor¬ 
ding to this formula, the number of nominated scats have been reduced from ten to 
eight. One of the two seats thus available luw been added to the number of the gene¬ 
ral constituent seats, which will thus be 46, instead of 47, as provided in the 
original BilL The total number of the eloc.tcd seats will, therefore, be 85 instead of 
84. Seven scats were origiimlly reserved for the Schedule Caste community in die 
general constituency, while out of tlio ciglit nominated seats, four have been reserved 
tor nomination from the Scheduled Caste community. Thus the total number of 
members of the Corporation, including Aldermen, will be 98 instead of 99, as proposed 
in the original Bill. This formula was emlxidicd in a number of amendments moved 
in the Assembly by Mr. K, Shahahuddin, Chief whip of the Coalition Ministerialist 
Party. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, Leader of the Opixjsition, asked the Government 
to declare the policy underlying the amendments that had been moved by Mr. Sbaha- 
buddin. Mr. Bose also wanted to know from the Government on what basis the new 
figures suggested in the amendments bad been arrivctl at, whether they had arrived at 
those figures on the basis of ])Qj)ulation of tbc diirerent communities or on some other 
considerations. The hon. Mr. A, K. Fazlul lluq. Premier, replying, said that if Mr. 
Bhahabuddin’s amendments were iweepted, in a Corporation of 03 councillors, as many 
as 47 would be coming through geiicnd electorates, or in other words, the Government 
had given a majority to the general eladoratcs so far as the entire body of councillors 
was concerned. The Government had decided to increase the number of the elected 
councillors from 84 to 85. The Govern meat had not, therefore, reduced the majority 
community, namely, the Hindus, to a minority community. The Government had 
given them sufficient scope to capture must of the scats of the general constituency. 
They had given 3 seats to the Bchcdnled Castes, so tliat, with other seats the Hindu 
representation might be more tliaii 50 per cent of the whole House. All those Hindu 
members might not prhaps belong to the Congress, but the Government wanted that 
all shades of political opinion should bo represented in the Corporation. Bix Oppo¬ 
sition amendments were moved which sought to increase the number of elected seats. 
The amendment moved by Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar, Leader of the Independent 
Scheduled Caste Party, suggesting that the number of elected seats be increase 
from 84 to 100, was rejected by 116 votes to 62. Next day, the 2nd. Hay, a protest 
against what was cbaractcriscd as “indecent IiiiTTy” on the part of the Government to 
tush the Bill through the l^islature was roistered by the Opposition. As many as 
a dozen amendments were before the House. One of these amendments was a short- 
notice one moved by Mr. K, Shahahuddin, Chief Whip of the Government, who 
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wanted to increase the number of decled mombors in the Corporation from 84 to 85. 
Another of the amendments moved by Mr. Shahabuddin related to tlio number of 
counitillors to be nominated by the Government. According to the provisions of the 
existing Act, lU conncillors are nominated by the Government and this provision has 
been kept intact in the amending Bill. Mr. Bltahabudilin’s amendment proimsed to 
reduce the number of councillors to be nominated by the Government from 10 to & 
The other 10 amendments were moved by the Opiswition to the short notice amend¬ 
ment moved by Mr. Shahabuddin, reganling the aitinl)er of councillors to be nomi¬ 
nated by the tlovernment. Mr. J. C. Gupta, Chief Whij) of Oie Congress Party, 
moved an amendment suggesting that the number of conneillors to bo nominated by 
the Government be reduced to one, the Chairman of the Calcmtta Improvement Trust 
being the one couiieillor to be thus nominateiL The other amendments also sought to 
reduce the number of nomiiiatad councillors. The House eventually passed, without 
a division, Mr. Shahabuddin’g amendment raising the number of elected councillors 
from 84 to 85. 

A protest that die Bill was being rushed through w.-is made by the Oppo¬ 
sition when closure whs moved by a mcmlicr of the Ministerialist Party during 
the discussion of the twelve amendments. The ()p|H)sition maintained tliat as it 
was a very imnortiuit Bill and as there were nany members willing to partici¬ 
pate in the debate on the questioit of nomination, discussion in the matter 
shonlil not be stooped. The Ministerialist Party maintained that these tactics 
were being adopted by the Op)K>sitiou to delay the Bill. The hon. S))cakor said 
^at he would allow such, of tlio Optmtion incmbe.rB to address the House as 
had moved amendments, but had not ha<l opiMirtunity to speak on the amend¬ 
ments. Two ()])|)oBiUon speakers then addrcsstsl tlie House, one of them was 
still on his Ugs, when the House ndionrned tilt Tiinrsdav next, the 4th. Hay, 
when, against strong protests of the Congress and Krishak Proja Party, Clauses 
3 & 4 of the Bill with the amendments of Mr. AT Shahabuddin, were passed. 
Clause 3 related to the provision for 10 noiniaatcd councillors while Clause 4 
proi>osed 4 seats to lie reserved for schetluled caste to be returned by joint electorate. 
By Mr. Sahabuddin’s amendment the iiumlior of nominated scats were reduced 
from 10 to 8 and the words (backward olaascs) were omitted. By the passing 
of Clause 4 the joint electorate system introduced by the late Bir Snrendra Nath 
Bonerjoc with reservation of seats for MuhammodimB was given a go by and the 
present Bill hiul changed it to a sojwratc doctorate with three more additional 
scats for the Mohamme<laiis. The Hoiiso divided on Clauses 3 & 4 for 6 times, the 
Opposition strength reached the maximum at 81 while tlic Government strengi^ 
never came down to 113. The notable feature in the decision was when the House 
divided on the amendment moved by Dr. Nalinakshya Sanyal to the effect that of 
the 10 councillors lo be appointed by the rroviiicinl Government at least 3 should 
bo women of whom 1 sludl be a Muslim, 1 Hindu and 1 Anglo-Indian or European. 
The amendment in tlm original stood in the name of Mrs. Haahina Murthtd 
but as she did not move, Dr. Banyal movcil it and while the House divided, Mrs. 
Mnrshed voted against the amendment. The House was then arljouroed till the 
next day, the 6th. May, when closure was imsscd by Uic House as modified by an 
amendment moved by the Ifawab Bahadur nf Dacca, All the four amendmmts 
to the clause movol on behalf of the Opposition were negatived. According to 
the mollified clause, Muslims will be qualified ns doctors only of Muslim 
oonsUtuoncles, Anglo-Indians will be qualified os electors only of Anglo-Inihan 
constituencies, mid those other than Aii(do-Indians and Muslims will bo qualified 
as electors of the GeniTal constituencies. When the Minister rose to move his 
amendment, Mr. Santoah Kumar Daau (Congress), on a jioint of order, said 
that Clause 5, os it now sUxxl in the Bill, provided for separate constituencies, 
but not for separate exclusive electorates, it created three diflerent kinds of 
constituencies, namely, General, Muslim and Anglo-Indian, biitnt the same time, 
it allowed for an eioctor the option to enrol himself in any one of the three 
constituencies. But, by this last minute amendment, tlie Government sought to 
take away that right and option of the clootors and throw them into water-tight 
comiiartments by setting up communal constituencies. He wanted the Biieaker to 
dadare the amendment out of order. The Speaker ruled that the amendment 
was in order. The House then adjouriiod till Monday, the 8th. May, when it 
further considered tlie Bill and made quick progress in r^ard to some of its non- 
coutentloiiB clauses. The House, however, divided three times in connection wito 
the clauses relating to the distribution Of scats in the different wards in the general 
constituencies and the Government proposals were ultimately carried. Next day. 
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the 9th. MayjiII the attempts of the Congress and the Erishak Proja Pai^ to 
modify the Bill, with regard to the distribution and allocation of scats in different 
constituencies proved abortive and the House aflirmod the decision of the Bcngd 
Government with certain amendments of the Oiiief Whip of the Coalition pmty in 
Tf^rd to this direidiun. The alloc-ut on and distribution of seats in the Calcutta 
Corjioration as now amended by the Assembly by tliis Bill were characterised by 
fto Opposition as wliolly unfair and that Uiey betrayal lack of intelligence. A 
last minute effort was miulchy Mr. Shibnatk Banerjae and Mr. Niharendu Dutta 
Mnzumder to modify tlio Ijtibour c^inslitucncy but that was not i^ced to by the 
House. Tlic distribution of Heats in iliffercnt constituencies canac in for trenchant 
criticism from the Opixisition incmliers. As many as six divisions were callal 
from the Opiiosition Benches on tlifrcreul amendment motions regarding the allocation 
of seats. In all the divisions the Govenimciit won by a large maiority of votes. The 
Eri^ak Proja I’arty including i)r. Harendra Natk Afukerjee opposed the motion of 
Rai Harendra Nath Chatidhury seeking to ralnce the number of scats from two to 
one in Ward No. 0, Muhammadan Constituencies. The House refused all the amend¬ 
ments moved by the Opixisition trying to modify the schalulo and accepted the amend¬ 
ments of the Chief Whip of tlie Coitliiion Party, Mr. AT. Shahabuddin. The House 
now docidal that four seats in Ward Nos. il, 18, 19, and 28, one seat in each Ward 
would be reserval for die schcdulal castes hi the general constituencies. Is also incr- 
caseil the number of seats in tlie general constituencies from to 47. The House 
concluded to-day the distuissioii of llic clauses of the Bill and adjourned till the next- 
day, the 10th. May, when it took |)art in the debate on the final retuhng of the Bill. 
Hr. Shyania Prasad Mookerjec. (IndciXMidcnli, while opjxising the passwe of the Bill, 
said that the Government, by passing the Bill, was doing something deliherately which 
was nothing liut an outrage on Hindu tights and privileges so far as this city was con¬ 
cerned. i t was quite clear Uuit the attack wa.<i not on the CortxiTation. The inten¬ 
tion really was that tlie Piwgrcssivc Muslims would not bo allowed to come in the 
Corporation because the Government were providing separate electorate. Mr. J. N, 
Baau, Leader of the Hindu Nationalist Party, op)x>sing the Bill, said that instead of 
laying the foundation for unity among the (lifTeront sections of the ]x»ple, the 
Government, by means of tliis Bill, was paving the way for differences and strifes. 
The Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, Minister in charge of the Bill, claimed that in ^s 
Bill (hey had done no injustice to the Hindus. Mr. W. A. M. Walker, Leader of 
the Enropain Groufi, supported the passage of the Bill. The Bill, he said, was a 
step in ^0 right direction mid be simxirciy tnistcd ^at the Government would not 
stop but would take further steps to improve matters, so that tlie administration of 
aiftUTs in the city might be on a par with tliat of the other large cities in the Empire. 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar Finance Minister, giving his -[xiTsonnl views on the Bill, 
maintaiiied that the number of the Hindu seats should have licen increased to a 
greater extent than what had actually been done in the Bill. But the provisions of the 
Bill were not likely to make nmdi diifcrcnco in the actual wlminislratbn of the Cor¬ 
poration. While ho thoroughly understood Hindu feelings in this matter, ho felt that the 
Station had been based in ])art at least on certain fears which might not be real. 
The debate was adjournal till the next day, the 11th. May, when the; Congress Party, 
the Independent Bchalulal Caste Party and all the Caste Hindu members of we 
Nationalist Party votal against the Bill. The members of tho Erishak Proja Party 
remmned neutral. Tho amending Bill providal seiiaratc doctorate for the Mahome- 
daiiB in place of the existing system of joint dectorate with reservation of seats. 
Three adilitional seats have been allottal to the Mahoramalan Constituency increasing 
the existing number from 19 to 22, Tho nominatal seats have been ralncea from lU to 
8. Two now constituencies have been created, namely the Anglo-Ixdian and Labour. 

The total strength of the Council of the Corporation under the amending Bill are 
93 (exclusive of five Aldermen) which have liccn distributed in tlic following manner 
General Constitiioney 47 seats, (of wliich 4 sliall lie reserved for the Bchaliil^ Caste), 
Mahommedan Constituency—22 savts, B|ja‘ial constituency including Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, Calcutta Port Commissioners and Calcutta Trades Association —12 seats, 
Labour 2 and Anglo-Indian 2 seats, Nominatal seats 8 (of which three shall bo 
nominated from the Schalulal caste memlwrs). The jirovision for five Aldermen to 
bo elected by the Councillors remains unaltered. 

In opposing tiie passage of the Bill, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose referred to what 
he termed as the three objectionaiilc feature of the Bill, namdy, the nmlacement of 
joint dectorate by separate ela^torate, the pcrpci nation of the system of nomination 
and the reduction of the Hindu majority to a minority as regards distribution of seats. 
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Apart &om l)einK anti-national and anti-dcmocratio, he said this Bill was opposed to 
all reason, to ail coramonscnso, to all justice and- fairplay and it was calculated to 

K ' idico the growth of civil consciousness and the expansion of civic freedom. Mr. 

cited facts and Hgnrcs to show that men like the present Prime Minister wore 
returned to Uie Calcutta Coriwration under the system of joint electorates, under which 
also the t>crcentage t-f Muslim appointments and grants to Muslim institutions had 
increased by lavuH and Imunds and it was possible for Muslim candidates to secure 
the largest nuiuncr of votes among candidates and for a Muslim Mayor to be elected. 
In conclusion, Mr. Bosis said, ‘The noble edihuo that the late Sir Surendranath 
Bancrjee erected on the foundations of mutiuil love, mutual toleration and mutual co- 
oixtration is now sought to be ra/ed to the ground and in its place a miserable struc¬ 
ture is sought to be raise!, based on foundations of mutual suspicion, mutual jealousy 
and miitUiU unlicaltUy rivalry. We may lose in tlii's House; I know we are faced 
with that. But I iiavc the hoi>c, the faith, the ninlidence and the courage to resist 
this Bill and to resist this Act, until it is removed from the Statute Book, which it 
is out to disgrace.” 

Winding up the ilcliate, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq said, ' It is a matter of the 
deepest rojnrel that at ihm sbigc, wlicii the curtain is about to fall on the passage of 
this Bill tliroiigh tins House, Mr. Syaina Prasad Mookorjee and Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose should think it fit to deliver, wluit 1 may call, lighting speeches and particular¬ 
ly, Mr. Syama Prasad Mixikcrjce, who has challcngel to a eomnat not only the Mus¬ 
lim meiubei-s of the (..Vialition but the thirty million Muslims of Bengal. Uo has 
rcfcrreil to us in the most contemptuous language, calling ns tm-gods. I reciprocate 
the sentiment in the fullest incasurc. I cun assure him that we shall be able to 
demonstrate what the tin gods are capable of. If they have thrown out a cbfdlenge, 
their challenge would be miccrftilly nccoptecl. I want to see the day when the promise 
is going to be r<!tdis<.Nl that they will remove from the Btatute Bciok this BUI, which 
will soon bo a lasting law of tlic land, governing the administration of tlw city.” 
Tile Prime Minister then referred to the Lucknow Pact and said, “l^e Lucknow 
Pact was the basis of the first Reforms known as the Montagu-Chdmsford Reforms 
and from 191G onwards, the Indian (Jun)^css-d refuse to call it national at Ihe 
present moment—has not thought it (It (o dclarc from its high pedestal that seimmto 
electorates should be I'ondcmned and tlie Muslims should not have sei>arato electorates. 
Htrcssitig tiic ticoessity of sciiaruto electorates, tlic Prime Minister pointed out that 
the separate eloittoratos hod been lutccpted os essential and necessary for the puri)Osc 
of rcprcseuUttion of the Muslim community. Not merely the leading Muslims 
throughout India, but lowUng Hindu [loliticians had recognised the fonto of logicM 
facts and had admiluxl tlmt, in the present state in whicli the Indian society was 
rent asunder by various divisions, seinirato electorates were the only eflTeetive means of 
giving representation to the various communities and various interests. He repeated 
that separate clev'toraCcs would hold the field unless all the communities, by mutual 
i^ncement, dci'iiled that si^parutc electorates should be replaced by any other system 
of representation. “I can declare tliat at the present moment, not merdyin Bengal, 
bnt all over India, 99 iier cent of the Muslim community want separate electorates,” 
added Mr. Uuq. The principle that had to be accepted, said Mr. Huq, was ^t the 
scheduled castes’ iutorcsts must be protected and ])nitected in a way that they them¬ 
selves wanteil their interests to be piotoclcd. After all they wore the best judges of 
their own iutercsls. 

The Bill was imasctl by the Assembly by 128 votes to 65. The Conppress Party, 
the Indetiendcnt Scheduled Caste Parly, members of Uio Hindu Nationalist Party, 
Mr. Nausher Ali, e.x-.Vlinisicr, and anoUicr Muslim member, Mr. Waliur Rahman, 
voted against the passage of the Bill. Those who snpiiortod it were members of the 
Coalition Party unili Kurojiean group and one Indian Christian member. The Krishak 
Pnna Party, consisting mostly of Muslim raemlicrs, which ail along had been worldng 
with the Opiiositiou, remained neutral. The Assembly then adjourned till the 17th. May. 

'JTik Bengai, Money-lenpeks BiIJj 

170i. to 25th. MAY The Assembly considered the Bengal Money-lenders Bill on 
the 17ft. May and adioiirned witliout taking up the mensiiro. The Speaker said that he 
was ailiom ning the House in order to enable Uio members to hold discussions on 
the Bill among themselves, whicli tlicy had been unable to do in view of the recess. 
Next day, the 18to. May, the House proceeded with consideration of the Bill clause by 
clause. The first clause, providing that tiic Bill should come into force on such date 
as the Provincial Government might by notification in the Officid Gazette appoint. 
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came in for critic.Lsm by tho OKpositioii. An amendment, augf^eating that the Bill 
should come into force on the date of its receiving the assent ot Ills Excellency the 
Governor, was negatived by 112 to 72 votes. "The hon. Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy, 
Minister for Ijabour, moved three short-notice amendments on behalf of the Government 
seeking the exclusion of banks, consideral as Sidicdnled ones on Ist January^ 1939, from 
tho purview of the Bill and from the various regtilatory measures to wmeh money¬ 
lenders would have to conform and cmitowering the Government to declare any bank 
to bo a notified bank, which would mean that, after such notification, such a bank 
would not come under the various nrovisions at the Bill. Moving the amendments, 
the Minister minted out that the BUI, ns first intixslnced l>y the Government, excluded 
all banks. Tlie BUI, as modified by the 8elu>;t Committee, hod included all banks 
within its purview. But, ho remarkm, there was a large section of opinion in favour of 
tho exclusion of scheduled banks from the purview of tho measure. The Opposition 
asked the (tovernmeiit to indicate their attitude to the provisions of tlie Bill in general, 
in order to help the various sections of tlie House to come to a decision in regard to 
Mr. Suhrawardy’s amendments. The Chief Minister pointed out that tlie Government 
had come to decisions on certain jioints. But they were, he added, still continuing 
their deliberations, and ho ho{<ed to give the Mouse an indication of their attitude on 
tho next day. Expressing the CJongrcss vicw-i>oint, Mr. Sasunka Sekhar Sannyat said 
that they were bound Ity tlie Congress con.stitution to help any measure whidi was 
calculate to help tlie scaling down of debts ; and from tliat i>oint of view they had 
welcomed the difierent provisions of this Bill. But to-day a surprise had been sprimg 
niioii tliom by tlic Government projKising to extdudo scheduled banks from the scope 
of the measure, lie said tliat, whatever Mr. Biiiirawardy or Mr. Huq might say, 
people outside would nnderstund that tlic Coalition Party had to surrender themselves 
to the EuisifiCiin Party “to keep alive the ixxir souls of the Ministers.” Next-dw, 
the 19th. May, by 110 votes to 08, the Assembly accepted tlie amendment moved by Mr. 
H. S. Suhrawardy, excluding tlic schoilnicd and notified banks from the purview of 
tho Money-lenders Bill. Tho Congress Party and tho Indejiendcnt Bcheduleil Caste 
Party vote<l against Mr. Kuhrawurdy’s amendment, which was sup)>orted by the 
European Groufi, the members of tfic Coalition Party except one, and most of tho 
members of tho Ifindn Nationalist Party. Home amount of neat was imported into 
the discussion when Mr. Abu Hussain Sirnar (Krisliak Proja), wiiilc ovHiosing the 
Government amendment, remarked that it now apiieared that Mr. Suhrawardy was 
tho keeper of the coiiscienoo ot the Coalition Party. The CAfe/ Minister intervened, 
and remarketl that it had been decided by tho Cabinet and the Coalition Party to 
conduct the dis.mssioii iu a spirit of compromise. (QiiusUon from Opimsition benches : 
Compromise with whom ?) But that day and the previous day attacks had been 
mode on the Caliiuot and the Coalition party, and now he would like to worn Mr. 
Sircar that if such attacks were made, they know how to rciicl them, and how to level 
oounter-attacks (Applause from the Coalition bcnclics). The House then adjourned 
till Monday, the 22n(l. May, when it accciitcd by 106 to 60 votes, the Government 
amendment excluding co-operative societies, life insurance comimnies, mutual insurance 
comiiauies, provident iusuruiico societies, and provident societies from the 
purview of the Bill. Tlio Congress, the Krishak Proja and the Indoimndent 
Behcdnlcd Caste Parties voted against tlic Goveniraent amendment. Those who 
supported the amendment included members of tho Coalition Party, the 
European group imd the Hindu Natioiualist Pnrty and the Anglo-Indian mcmliers. 
Next day, the 28rd. May, the House discussed the short notice amendment of 
Mr, H. S. Suhrawardy seeking to exclude llio Txians advnuced for die purchase 
or const'ructiou of a ilonso’ from tho o|icration of the Bill. Along witli it was 
also taken up the amendment of Dr. Nulinakshya Sanyal fixing die rate of 
interest on such loans and restricting the loans advanced by tho Building Sociedes. 
The House was apparently confused over die matter and the Speaker adjourned 
tho House. In diis connection the ^icaker observed that the business of the 
House was iirogressing veiy slowly. Ite suggested that it would be better to 
adjourn the House for two days so tliat the Government might come to a decision, with 
regard to the difficult clauses. That would, he thought, would expedite tho con¬ 
sideration of the bill. After all, this was a strain on the department. Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy replied diathe would place tlie Government view on the next day, 
the 24th. May, when it was explained on bdialf of the Government that they had 
placed on tho agenda all the amendments that they wanted to move. But the 
Government would like to bring forward fresh amendments or modify the ones given 
notice of iu tho light of criticisms made on the floor of the House, es^dally in r^ard 
to a Bill of such a complicated nature. Ihe House then adjourned fill the next ^y. 
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the 25th. Hay, when after further diaciisHinii, the house accepted the amendment of 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardij to the effec.t that in clause 2 (19) after tlie word “procec<ling” the 
following be inserted, namely “instituteil or filed on or after the first day of January, 
19.39, or {lentling on that date,” Much boat was gcucjated over this question of 
extending the sco|X! of the Bill, the eppoaition was mainly on the ground that 
it wouhl cause liardship on a certain class of money-lenders who had not rushed 
to the court with the motive of avohiing the effect of the bill and some also 
lilcaded that tltc meaning of the word “proceeding” unless clearly stoted was vague 
and might result disaster.' 

'13ie Bemual Fikance Biia. 1039 (oontd.) 

26th. MAY The Bengal I'lnunco Bill, 1939 ns amended by the Upper House, 
came in for consideraiion to-day. Tt may be ru-ali(!d Unit tlie Itengal Finance Bill 
was passed by the As-tembly on 30th March, 1939. Thereu)>un it was sent to tlie 
Legislative Council (I1p])cr House). The IJp|ier House passed the said Bill on May 
12, 1930 with two aincndmonls in fteclioii 7 and 9 rt^arding the framing of rules 
for exempting a persini or a class of iiersoiis, from the payment of Uie tax under 
tliat Act, Section 7 of the original Hill provides that the l*i'oviucial Government 
may prescribe exemiitioii of any iiersoii or class of persons from the operation of 
tliat a<^t, but the Upper House passed an ninendnu'iit to the effeett Unit tlie provin¬ 
cial Government may frame rides suhjec;t to tlie approval of tlie ]>rovincial legis¬ 
lature for the cxcmpt'.on of any ])crson or class of ]iersons from the ojieration of 
that ni‘.t, or the remission, in whole or hi part, of the tax imyablc under that ai^t 
by any person or class of persons, 'ilie Upjier House also made an umciidmcnt 
hi Section 9 of (be original Bill wliiclt provith^s that the I’roviiicial Government 
may make rules for carrying out the puriKiscs of tliis act Init the Upi>er House 
ailued tliat the I'h'ovincial Govornnicnt may ‘uflcr previous publication’ inidce sucdi 
rules. The amendmeots of Mr. Bimma were lost without division and the amend- 
meats passed by tlie Council were acxepled by tlie House. 

The Bbsoai, MostKy-uiNDEiis Bjt.i, (contw.) 

26Ut. MAY to 2od. JUNE Tlie House then resumed the discussion of the Bengal 
Money-lenders Bill. The House made a considerable progress with regard to Ghuiso 
2 of the Bill which dealt with dofiuitiuu of caiiiuil, interest, loan etc. A large 
iiumlier of araeiidmciits were moved l>y the Oppimtion members but all of them 
were lost. The House accepteil amendments of Mr. Suhruwardy with regal’d to the 
deffnition of Company, Co-oiKirative Sixictics, Insurance Comjwny, Co-operative Life 
Insurance Society. Mr. Surendra Noth Biamia (Congress) movcfl tito following 
amendment “Tliat a widow or a faUierless minor whose toUd lulvances in loans do not 
exceed the sum of Es. yxj/- is not a mouey-lender”, ()n the nssunince of Mr. Suhrawardy 
that he would sympaOietioally consider the motion fiirUier dismission was postixiiied. 
The House stood iwljoorned till Monday next, tJic 29th. May, when it disfioscd of seven 
clauses. According to the provisions a!,-,rccd to by tlie IToiise, a person will have to take 
out a licence from tlw^ Go' cruiiKMit for i-arryhig on Uic business of money-lending, 
Buch a licence will bo valid tlirouglioiit the iirovince for a period of three years 
and will be issiusl bj the Provincial Goveriiiucnt on ]iuymcut of Es. 15 as fee for 
each licence. Cniisidcr'alion of the controversud question, whether commercial loans 
s^uld be brought witliiii the jiurvicw of tlie Bill or not, wws pOHt])oned to a later 
date on the suggestion of tlie Government. The House then adjourned till the next 
day, the 30th. May, when by 80 voles to 17, it necej>teil the Government amendment 
cxcludhig commercial loans from the jiurvicw of the Bill. The Congress Party 
and throe members of the Coidilion Parly rcmiuncd iioiitral. Tliose who 
voted against the amendment inchided the mcrobors of the Krisliak Proja 
Party and the Independent Bclicdulcd Caste Party. Gn the next day, the lit. ilnne, the 
House made a coiisidci'able progress when it disjxiscd of clauses 1510 24 relating to the 
court’s jiower to caii ’cl a liceiicc, no coinjicnsation for cancellation or susjiensiou 
of licence, disi|uali(ieatioii of a jierson wliose licence has been suspended 
or caiicclled, licence fccB_ and iHtnaltios recoverable as public demands 
andolfcuccB in rrsi’ev't of licences. The House disciisscd fully two imjiortant 
clauses, namely clarucs 20 to 21, luid arrivc<l at no conclusion. On the next 
day. the 2nd. June, the question of the language in which a money-lender 
will be required to keep his hooks of account was decided. After discmssion, the 
hon. Mr. H, 8. 8uhrowardy'a amendment jiroviding that a mono\-lender could 
keep his b^ks of awount in Bengali or iu Englisli was earned by 99 to (32 votes, 
the Congress and Uie Krishak Party opposing the amendment. Hr. Nalinakshya 
Sanyal'a (Congn^s) amendment urging that a mouey-lender sliould be jiermitted 
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to ke^ his books of accoont in any language he liked was l<rat without a divinon. 
Mr. Swrawaidy’s amendment suggesting that the statement of tlie conditions of 
the loan at the time of advance and annual statement of accounts to be submitted 
by the lender to the borrower, might be written either in B^gali or in 
English as the borrower might desire, was passed. A Congress party amend¬ 
ment that such statements should be in the language of the borrower was rejected. 
The House then adjourned till Juno 15 next. 

15th. to 27th. JUNE The Assembly reassembled on the 15th. Jane to resume 
consideration of the Bengal Money-lenders^ Bill and adjourned till the next day, after a 
brief sitting, as the Government wanted time to arrive at a decision in regard to a 
clause rdatmg to interest. Next day, the 16th. June, it disposed of some more amend¬ 
ments with regard to Clauses 31, 32 and 33. Progress was not however satisfaeto^ 
as the Government could not come to any ihxnsion with respect to certain 
amendments to these clauses moved by the opposition. The House tiien adjourned 
till Tuesday next, the 20th. Jane, when by an amendment moved by Mr. H. 8. 
Stthrawardy, a provision was made r^arding ihe unsecured loan for annual 
instalments for possible extension of time for 20 years and decree without 
interest was to apply only to unsecured loans before the commencement of the 
Act so that future loan might be givoi without a danger of having the realisa¬ 
tion held up, for a period of years. Another provision was made which provided 
that in case there was any failure to jmy the instalments the (>uurt might give 
lime for the payment of the iiistiilments which should not be less than one year, 
if the court found that the ftulure had been due to circumstances beyond ^e 
control of the debtor and that it was nccess^ tliat the debtor should be given 
time to collect the money till the harvest. The House was tlien considering the 
question of penalties to be inflicted if the loan which hod been described as 
commercial was found to be not commercial loan. Mr. Buhrawardy said that 
the Government had made this provision very stringent. They did not want the 
law to be evaded. The House was considering this when it was adjounied. 
On the. 22nd. Jane, a vital part of the Bill, namely clause 28, laying down tliat 
the rate of interest should not exceed 8 and .10 cent per annum simple, in the 
case of secured and unsecured loans respectively, giving the rate of interest so 
proposed retrospective eflect and extending the “rule of damdupat” to apidy to 
interest already ]Hud or included in any decree, came up for consideration. The 
Government did not move any amendment to the clause of the Bill, as rc}>ortcd 
by the Select Committee. As many as 19 amendments wei’e, however, moved to 
the Clause by members belonging to the Congress Paity, the Krishak Proja Party, 
the European Group, the Hindu Nationalist Party and the Independent Group. 
The amendments moved by Congress members wanted to lay down a lower 
rate of interest both in respect of secured and unsecured loons than that 
provided in the Bill. The amendments moved by tlie Erishak Proja Party 
members wanted to lower the rate of interest still further. The amendments 
moved by Mr. D. P. Khaitan (ludeiicndeut), representing tbe Indian Chamber of 
Commerce, wanted to give a rale of interest higher tiuui that proposed in the 
billj oppeised the application of tlie ‘'rule of damdupat” to past transactions, 
desired to make provision for payment of compound interest which has been 
altogether abolished by the Bill and urged restriction of the provisions of the 
Bill r^ardhig the rate of interest and application of tlie “Rule of Damdupat” 
to future transactions only. The amendment moved on behalf of the European 
Group opposed the giving of retrospective effect to the ])rovisiou of the Bill 
regarding the rate of interest. The amendment moved by Mr. J. tf. Basu 
(Hindu Nationalist Party) desired to make provision for com]>onnd hilerest. Tbe 
debate on these amendments, which lusted nearly tliree hours and in which about 
a dozen speakers represcutiug different nai'tics took ]>art, was a^ourued till the 
next day, the June, when all non-omcial amendments demanding lower rates 
of interest than 8 to 10 per cent per annum simple for secured and unsecured 
loons respectively as proposed in the Bill and opposing the application of the 
rule of “damdupat” and retrosjiectivo effect to the proposed rate of interest and 
urging tbe levy of compound interest were rejected by the House. In op)H>sing 
the amendments, the hoii. Mr. H. 8. Buhrawardy, Labour Minister, told the 
European group, which had oppo^ retrospective legialation, that the Government 
rotli^ that retrospective effect given to law was bad in principle and that the 
Government were justifled in this case bei^ause, the conditions of the people in 
^is Province were such that without retrospiective application, there was no 
possible hope of saving Uie people from the clutches of the money-lenders. 
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Tho House then wlioutncd till Monday, Uic 26th. June, wlnm it finished considoration 
of all amendments to all the clauses of tho Bill. The most important danse which 
was discuHseil lo-day and which evoked controversial discussions empowers the court 
to reopen all transactions in connection with money-lending unreasonably dosed or 
adjustkl for a period of twelve years previous to the imssing of this Act and reopen 
any decrees in a suit, to which this clause applies, which was not fully satisfied by tlio 
1st of January 19!^ and provides, that if anytliing has been paid or allowed on account 
of or after the 1st of January 1939 in res))ect of tlic liability, the court shall order the 
lender to remy any sum which the court considers to lie repiwable in respect of that 
sum. The Snb-8cction imividiug for refund after the let of Januai^ 1939 was oppo¬ 
sed by the Congress Party, wmch moved an amcndm<mt urging its ddetion. The 
Congress amentlment was lost by 82 to 30 votes, the European group remmning 
neutral. The Congitias Party also omioscd tho giving of retrospective effect to the 
provisions of tlic clause in respect of the court not fully satisfied by the Ist of January 
1939. Reasscmbliuc on die next day, tlic 27th. June, the Assembly passed the Bill 
without any op]iositioii. Explaining that the Congress party did not pro)) 08 c to obs¬ 
truct tho passage of the Bill, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose )x>iiited out that tho attitude 
of his Party towards tlio llill was one of co-operation. Tho Congress Party sup¬ 
ported certain proviKions of tlio Bill which were consistent with the Congress ixiliey 
and piinci)ilc. 8uch a Bill would lose its utility without provisions for cheap credit 
facilities w'hich must be provided by the State. The Speaker r^retted that in tho 
matter of su|mly of cheap credit facilities, there was nothing so far to the credit of 
the Bengal Government. Mr. Bose further explained that ins Party did not see 
eye to eye with the Government or with tho Knroiiean group in the matter of distinc¬ 
tion that hiul bten made in the Bill lietwcon banks and banks, in regard to some of 
the penalty clauses and also in regard to some of the retrospective provisions. 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy. Lalxnii Minister, who jnlotcd the Bill, claimed that 
the BUI was going to do real good to tho |)oor and down-trodden people of this 
I'rovince, As ngms the Opixisition crUicism of discrimination between banks and 
banks. Mr. 8ulirawardy pointed out that the scheduled bonks which had been 
excluded from the o|)cruti(>n of the Bill were I iidinn Banks with Indian capital. Ho 
repudiated the suggestion made by the Loader of tho Opimsition that tho Government 
had not taken steps lor the pui'i'oso of cstublishiiig rural credit. He pointed out Uiat 
they were ovci’hauling the co-operative crc<Ut s<x*ictie8. Tho Minister told tho House 
diat when the Assembly would meet next, Uie Government would be in a position to 
iilacc before Uic House a well itoiisidcred st^heme for rohabilitaBng tho rural credit. 
The main provisions of the present Bill are, that the lender is required to teke licence 
from the (lovcrumcnt for eanying on the busiiwss of money-lending after such date, 
not leas than six months alter the commencement of this Act, as the Provincial 
Government shall, by notification in tbcOfiicial Gazette uppoint in Uiis behalf. Com- 
lunind interest is totally abolished and the maximum nitc of interest recoverable from 
a borrower is reduced to ciglit [icr cent jsjr annum for seiuircd and ten jier cent per 
annum for unsccur&l loans iiTCsiicctivc of whether such interest accrues before or 
after tlm commencement of the Act. The Bill provides for the application of the rule 
of “|)aradu)iat” uiid gives retrospecftive cllcct to tlic riite of iiitci'cst prescribed and to 
the application of Uic rule of “Damdupat.” 

Calcutta Municipal Amisni). Bill (contd.) 

28th. JUNE The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill 1939, which had been 
passed by the Council with two amendments on Wednesday morning was return^ to 
the Assembly, when i( met this evening. The House will take up consideration of these 
two amendments when the House rc-assemblcs on July 6 next. 

Calcutta Police Amk.nj). Bn.L 

The Assembly next passed the Calcutta and Bnburbaii Police (Amendment) Bill 
1939 in the form in which it had emerged from tlic Upjior House, where it was intro- 
diiceil by the lion. Bir Khwaja Hazimuddin, Home Minister, on behalf of the Govt. 
The Bill provides that the Commissioner of Polii'C of C4Jcutta, by anordcr in writing, 
can depute one or more piolicc nfileers Imlow the rank of head constable or other pcrsuiia 
to attend any public miotiug to take down the proceeding of snch meeting if in the 
opinion of the Coinniissioncr of Police the niecling is likely to promote sedition or 
disafl’ection or to cause ii liisturbrnicc of the public peace and tranquillity. Ohe House 
then ailiourncd till tlic 6th. July next. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Council 

Budget Sestion—Calcutta->8th. February to 28th. June 1939 

Non-official Rksolutiohs 

The Budget session of the Bengal lA'gislativc Council commenced at 
Calcutta on the 8th. Febmary 1989 with the ITon’blc Mr. 8, C. Mitter 
in the Chair. Concloioncc resolutions were moved from the Chair on the 
death of Mustafa Kcmal Atatiirk. Dr. Sir Brjciulra Nath Seal, Mr. Girish Chandra 
Bose and Maulana Bhaukat Ali. The llon’ble tiie President tJicn communk»te<l the 
Calcutta Ollieial Eec-civers Bill, lltiiS, iiasscd by Imth the Clmmiiers of the Bengal 
lAJgislature, which have been assented to by his Excellency the Governor 
under the provisions of Station 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935. Next 
day, the Stli. February, tile House adopted two non-oUicial rosolii lions. One of these 
urged the Government to absorb tliosc who had been flischarg^ from service 
otving to stoppage of settlement work in various districts by giving them pre¬ 
ference while recruiting new luinds in various departments of the Govemment. 
The other resolution urged tlic Ciovcrnmcnt to levy a pilgrim tax on tickets sold 
by the different railways to passengers intending to travel to Nawadwip on the 
occasion of the solar and lunar eidipses, and to make avaiiaidc the proceeds tiherefrom 
to the local municipality in order to enable them to undeHako adequate pre¬ 
cautionary sanitary and conservancy measures for the welfare of &e pilgrims. 

Indian Tlannino Committek 

Explaining the attitude of the Government towards the Congress National 
rianning Committee, the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, Minister for Industries, said 
that the Government were asked to co- 0 |>crato with Congress National rianning 
Committee and to make dniincud contributions towards its expenses. In tire 
absence of any ju'Ccisc information ns to the nature of the co-oiieration expected or 
the amount of the financial liability involved, the Government could not arrive 
at any decision. Tlie information required by the Committee, he added, was 
being asked for and tlie matter tvould be further considered after it was collect^. 
The Nawab Bahadur infonuc<l the House that tliey had set up an Industrial 
Survey Committee to advice them in regard to the btdnnccd development of 
industries in Bengal. 

OfFXOIAL BJTJ;S 

loth, to I8th. FEBRUARYThe House met to-duy to consider ofliciul busi¬ 
ness. Iho Revenue Miuistcr, Sir Bijoy Prasad Btngh Hoy, moved that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Saroud Amendment) Bill of 1938 ns passed I)y the Assembly be taken 
into consideration. On a iwiiit of order, Maharaja Sir Uanmatha Nath Hoy 
Chowdhury of Sail tosh said that under tlie rides at least seven days’ notice of a 
motion should be given to the House, but in this case the conditions of the rules 
had not been fulfilled. Sir B, P. Singh Hoy said that this rule had been relaxed 
by the Ih-csidcnt on more than one occasion in the past. Ho also submitted that 
being a Minister wlio was not a member of tlie Upjier House, it had not been 
possible for him to give notice of tlie motion till l^bniary 8 wlien the Council 
first met. He hoped that the I’residcnt would relax the rules in the present 
instance also and allow him to move his motion. Tho President, while Emitting 
that relaxation of the nilo hail been made in the jiost on certidn occasions, ruled 
that in the presoit case he was not going to do so. In this connection, lie once 
more stressed the desirability of the Umicr House having its representatives in 
the Cabinet. The Council then adjourueii till Monday, the ISth. Febmary, when 
the Hon’ble Nawab Mueharruf Hussain moved that the Bengal Rejiealing and 
Amending Bill, 1938 be taken into consideration. The Bill was then passed by die 
House as passM by the Assembly in the last session. Tlie House thai adjourned, 
RECBDiTMraiT TO Indian Skbvices 

14t]i. FEBRUARY :—The Council to-day adopted a non-official resolution deciding, 
under Bectioii 11)8 of tho rules and standing orders, to present an address to H. £. 
the Governor of Bengal througli tlie l*rc8idont of the Council, requesting His 
Excellency to take necessary steps to move the Government of luttia to fix a 
definite quota for the recruitment of Ociigolis—Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists and 
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other communities—ill nli branches of civil as well as defence services under the 
India Government. An amendment, moved on bdialf of the Ooiiiiicss I'arty by 
Mr. Kamini Kumar Du/ta, Ixuider of tiic Ojiposition, which oiiposed the idea of 
fixation of any quota, was negatived by tlic House without aiijr division, only 
members of the Congress Party sumiorting the ameiidmont. Explaining the Govern¬ 
ment point of view, tlie Homo Minister, Sir Nazimuddin, said that tlio subject- 
matter of this resolution was not primarily the concern of the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment and, thcreforf. this Government had dccidwl not to take any iiart in this 
d^ate or exjiress any opinion on tliis subjec.t-mattcr but they would forward a 
copy of the proceedings of the House to the tlovcrnmcut if the rcsolutiou was 
passed by the liouse. 

Deveixipmeht of Salt Ikiuistuy 

Tlie House nett adopted without any division n resolution of the Congress 
Party deciding to present an address to H. K. the (.lovernor, through the 
President of the Council, expressing the opinion Unit with a view to encouraging 
indigenous manufacture of salt and the development of the salt industry in Bengal 
it was essential tlmt the salt excise preventive department be not transferred from 
the Government of Bengal to the Central Ciovcrnmeiit and to move the proper 
authorities eomrerned in this behalf. 

Imi'out Duties on Rkje 

Another non-oiricial resolution, moved hy a Muslim member of the Ministerialist 
Party, which wanted to present an address to the Governor expressing tlie opinion 
Unit his ExcelleiK^y slioidd move Uie autiiorities concerned to take sleiiS to impose 
imiKirt duties on ri« and |>addy imiiortwl from foreign countries, was wiUidrawii 
idtcr non-oineuil membeis liad strongly olijccti-d Uic imisisilion of such an import 
duty mid alter Uie Finance Ministor liml |>oiiitc<l out that it would bo iuopi>orttino 
on weir part to pass such a resolution at this sluge, because as was clear from 
Uie statement made by Sir /afrullidi Klnin in the Central Assembly, the question 
of the ludo-Burma uadc agreement was receiving the tudivc considerntion of Uie 
Central Govcrnmcuc. 'Hio Council then adjourned till the 16th. Fobraary when 
Uio Hull. Mr. N. It, Sarkar, in presenting the budget estimates of the Government 
for 1939-10, nia<le some <x)iunieuts on the present condition mid outlook for trade, 
on which the economic prosperity of the Ihovinee, inchnUng that of the Government’s 
cschaiuer, was very inatciially JciJOiMlunt. 

ItErJiaf FOU THE PlKIll Bll,l, 

20th. FFBRUAKY:—The (Joiimdl passed to-ilay a iiou-nflicial Bill to jirovidc 
relief for the imor in rural parts and the unemployed. The Bill will depend for ils 
working on tiio colloctioii ol funds on n charitalilo system which will do managed 
by a committee coiuisUng of mcmiiers of Union Boards with such others os may be 
co-opted. The House acco[(tcd a rcsoiuUon movisl by Ih’. Radhakumud Mookerjoe 
criticising the Ministry for not having taken any action on the report of a Sjiecial 
Committee set up for the conduct of We business of tlie House. 

Gunfaial DiKinissioN of Bddokt 

2lBt to 28Ui. FBBROARY Tlio general discussion on the Budget coinmeiieed on 
the 2l8t. Feb. 0|N:ning the disc.uasiou, Dr. Radha Ktimud Mukherjee observed 
that the Budget Unit the Moii'ble tlie Fiiimice Minister Inid i>rescnted was more like the 
budget of an aecounuint Uian Unit of a stHtcsnian. The Bengal Government budget 
had shown that it had hanlly undergone any chmigc in its characjter in consequence 
of the Government of India Act, 193o. Its bmiget was sUll Wc child of Uie old 
order which had not yot yielded iU place to the new, the product of Uie ])ooplc. 
What future could there be for a country on the )>asis of a 3 iHir cent literacy and a 
3 annas daily income iier head ? What future could there be for llengal when her 
basic key-in<Iii8try of agiieiiltiiic, on which dei>end«l two-thirds of her ijoimlation, 
about :j: 5 millions, was hardly an eismomic <x)nct.rn ? It was impossible to build up 
the country on the basis of mass-illitci-acy and insolvent peasant^. Next day, the 
22n<l. February, Mr. Kamini Kumur Dutt, Lciulcr of the Congress Party, dealing wito 
the budget smd, “'riie problem of Bengal to-ilay is not the problem j f the police 
or jails, it is Uie problem of hunger,—of starvation, of seroi-starvaUoii sapping We 
vitality of the nation. The problem of Bengal fiirUior is a problem of he Vacated 
midiUe-classcs who in spite of dccaml ednention do not know how to earn a living 
wage. The prolilein of Bengal is the problem of illiteracy and agricultural back- 
wwdnesB." I’rot, Humayum Kabir said Uuit it was a sinking feature in the reve- 
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nue side of the Budj^et that excise rovonuo had gone up by almost 20 lakhs in the 
course of the last 4 or 5 years. Ilefcrriug to the imposition of the proposed new tax, 
Prof. Kabir asked if it was fair to extort from a person drawing Ks. 2000/> a year 
the same amount as that from one who was drawing Ks. 2CKX)/- a month. Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, who could not conclude his speech yesterday, made a 
passing reference to the subsidy of Its. 30lX)/ to the Calcutta Daily “Azad". 
ITie dwate was eontinuwi day to <lay till the 27th. February whra the Hmab Bahadur 
of Dacca, Minister for Industries, gave a brief review of the activities and achievements 
of the industries department during the last two years and concluded on tlie next 
day, the 28th. February. Kai Bahadur Keshub Chandra Banerjec, Mr. Kader Bux, Tiai 
Bahadur Surendra Naraiu Bingh, Mr. ludii Bhusau Barker and Mrs. K. D. Bescrio, 
Honblo Mr. Nalini Ihuijon Sarkar delivered speeches. 

Town Hall Meeting Rowdyism 

28th. FEBRUARYA reference to the rowdyism in the Town Hall meeting last 
evening, resulting in injuries to about a dusen mrsons and Qic arrest of 40 others, 
was mme iu the Council to-day when ]*rof. Humnyun Kabir wanted •to move an 
adjournment motion to iliscuss the matter. Prof. Kabir said that the object of 
his motion was to discuss the "failure of the (tovernment to take odconate steps to 
prevent rioting and hooliganism at a public meeting hold at the Town Hall last eve¬ 
ning, resulting in injuries and the arrest of a large number of i>erson8 who attended the 
meeting.” Asked by the President to explain the urgeu (7 of the matter. Prof. Kabir 
smd tiuit the meeting was organised by a group of r«vple who wanted to record their 

E rotest against the Calcutta Munici|ial Amendment Bill. It was broken up by a num- 
er of people who ixiscd as or were the sapiwrters of the present Ministi-y lie gave 
several concrete instances, inclu<ling one in which the hon. Mr. Tamisiuldin Khan, 
Minister for Local Self-Oovcrnmont (not a Minister then) had to leave a meeting in 
Faridpur, which was dispersed by the {lolice. This meeting also wanteil to criticise 
the Ministorial policy. In spite of all these known facts, Prof. Kabir observed, the 
Government did not take any steiis to prevent recurrence of such imudents. Sir 
Nazimuddin, Horae Minister, reidying, thought that there the occasion did not call 
for any action on the part of the Government. The meeting was a jniblic meeting, and 
how could the (jovomraent anticipate tliat there would be trouble and take precau¬ 
tionary steps as suggested by tlie mover ? He, therefore, said that the motion was not 
in Older, President, however, held that the motion was in order, and cousulted the 
House for leave bdng granted to the mover. Loss than 13 members (the requisite 
number) having stood up in suptMirt of the mover, leave was refused by the House to 
consider the motion. 

CoNGEEss Walk-oot Mahatma’s Faht 
6th. MARCH ’.—Congress members staged two walk-outs in the course of this 
afternoon’s sitting, over the question of an adjournment motion relating to lUjkot 
affairs. When the House met. Dr. Radha Kumud Mukherjee sought its adjourn¬ 
ment for the evening in consideration of the “grave situation created in the 
country by reason of Mahatmaji's fast.” The President left the matter for the 
House to decide. A member of the Coalition Parly having raised an objection, 
the Congress members left the House in a liody. Ijater, they returned and sought 
an adjournment on a different subje<!t. The motion was allowed, but it fell tlirough 
owing to lack of support. Dr. Mukherjee then made a statement tliat as his proposal 
to sus])mid business bad not been accepted, they bad no option but to withdraw and 
abstidn from taking {>art in its business. The House then piwccded with official 
husmess. The Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, lOfe, the Bengal Rates 
and Interest Bill, 1938, as passed by the Assembly, were passed. The House then 
adjourned till the next day, the 7tti. March, when it passed two Bills namely, the Bengal 
Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938 and the Bengal Dentists Bill, 1938, as fiassed by 
the Assembly, with slight modifications. 

Calcutta Police Amend. Bill 

18th. MARCHThe Calcutta and Biiburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, 
was discussed to-day. The Bill sought to give tmwer to the Commissioners of Police, 
Calcutta, to depute one or more police officers to attend any public meeting 
for the purpose of reporting the proceedings of such meetings. All the motions 
for circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion, which had been moved 
by Opposition members on Saturday, were put to vote and rejected. Three motions 
for rmerence of the Bill to a Select Committee wore under discussion when the 
Council adjourned. While Prof. Humayan Kabir, who moved reference iff the 
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Bill to a Bcloot Committee, chaTactorisod it as a “Fascist measnre”, Dr. Radhakumud 
Mukherji, moviii); aii'jther motion for roforcnco to Bcleet Coromittoo, described it 
as a “Black Act which would shake the very foundation of the civil liberties of 
the iKxtplc.” SiniiwrtiiiK the mc!>sare, Hit Edward Benthal, Leader of the European 
Group, said the opiiisoii of their Group on this mnsisiiro had already been ex¬ 
pressed. They supiKuted the Bill because they believed that it was reasonable. 
Another reason why they supiiorted the Bill was Uint the principle of tlie Bill 
had been in oiHiration for several yeiirs and there was no complaint. 'Vho Home 
Minister was rc)>lyinK to tlie delmte when tlic Council was adioiirned till the 
next day, tiie Itth. March, when for the first Unit! since the inception of Provin¬ 
cial Autonomy, the (rovernment snst4uned a defeat. There was a tie over an 
Opposition amendmeat aiul the President east his vote in favour of the amend¬ 
ment. The amendmeat, which was movetl by Dr. Radhakumud Mukherji, (Con- 
Kress) souirht to delete tlie explanation dcliniiig a public, mectin;;. Tlie Bill laid 
clown that a “imblie meetins'” was a meetin.!' “whiiJi is open to the public, or 
any chiss or any jmrtion of public., and the meetinj.; might be a public meeting 
notwithstanding the I'nct tliat it is held in a private place and notwitlistandiiig 
that admission thereto is restricted by ticket or otherwise". Eighteen voted for 
and eighteen against the amendment. The President, in giving his casting vote 
in favour of the amendment, remarked that the measure was a new one under 
which powers were souglit to bo given to the Gommissioncr of Police which 
powers did not exist before. la tlie ca.He of a tie the Fresident should give his 
casting vote to main'ain the status quo, he declared, amidst^ cheers from the 
Gnixwitioii hcnches. Next, day, tlie ISth. Mareh, in a twenty minutes’ sitting, the 
bill was iiassal by the House. In moving that the Bill as amended by the 
Gonncil bo passed, the hon. Eliwaja Kir Nazimuddin, Homo Minister, said: “T^ 
Government have do.'idod to accept the deiusiou of tlie House and no effort will 
bo made for the inelusion of the amendment, which was carried by the House 
yesterday urging deletion of the explanatory clause that dclincd a public mating 
pippositton Oheers), but on the dennito iinderslanding that no attempts ivill be 
made to circumvent tlie provisions of this measure. The Council at this stage 
was prorogued. 

iNCiDESr DuiiiN« A. I. C. C. Session 
5th. MAYAn ndjournment motion of Mr. Kader Bux (Ministerial Coalition) 
to discuss ‘the failure of flic Govemmont’’to give ailcquateprotection to persons 
during the disturbances on the ot^casioii of the recent A. 1. C. C. session in (^Icuttn 
was withdrawn when the Council re-asscmblod on the 6th. May. In moving the 
motion, Mr. Biix made an attack on the Congress ami on Mahatma Gandhi. Uc was, 
on mom than one occia-sion, pulled up by the Ih’esidcnt. Mr. Biix saia tlmt the 
flovcrnmcnt must have btien fully ac<iuaiiitc<l with the feelings of indignation in the 
Bengal Congress, which liad found veut in the local Press. Knowing full well fhe 
trend of events, since the Tripuri Congress, the Government should have anticipated 
that the monicnloiis session of the A. I. C. C. at Wellington Square mighb m all 
probability, give rise to an occasion nccessitatuig adi^iiatc pro^tion. The Govern¬ 
ment were exjicetod to know that Uie (.fandliian jiolic.y of strict a^e^ce to the 
principle of non-violence and observance of toleration and strict discipline in me 
Congress rank and file was but a ‘ delusion.’’ He then prot'Cedw to _ refCT 
to insUviiccs of “Congress HcKiligaiiism’’ in the ‘‘('longrMS-governed provinces 
Khan Bahadur Moulvi Mahomed Htruhim (Coalition) said mat, if after &e 
way in which Bengal and Bengal’s leader, Mr. Biibhas Chandm Bose, had 
been “hiimiliatwl” in Tripuri, some young men of Bengal hail got ont of 
control and done something, their action was not one, whi^ merited very_ Mvero 
censure from tliem. Their twtioii palwl into insigiiiticanco in compansoii with the 
highly provocative action of tlie leaders at Tripuri and tlie wanton manner in which 
an attempt was miule to “humiliate’’Bengal and Ks leader. Pimdit Pant s rcsmution 
was conceived in a vindictive ajiirit, and if there was a reaction to that m .^ngal 
and as a result some of Bengal’s young men did sometliiiig, he, for one, would not 
condemn them very much. Mr. Kamini Kumar Bulta, leader of the Congress Party, 
said: “It is regrettable, that the mover, under tlie cloak of an ailjoiirnmmit motion, 
sWild avail himself of the opi>ortiinity of calumniating the great natiimal oreanisa- 
tion, the Indian National Congrc'ss. Itocuunting the eyeiits pra^mg the A. I. G. C. 
meeting, he said that a very keen feeling was roused in the public mmd, me like Of 
which one had not witnessed in the annals of the Congress movement ever i^or& 
During the meeting? ^ the A. .1 0. C. the public mind was profoundly agitated. 
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But though there was deep feding running in the mind o! the Calcutta public, 
which was highly agitated, the people in general maintained a digniiied and calm 
attitude, and only a small sec/tlon of the itublic was over-powered by feelings and 
lost all balance and cwntrol. Even Congress volunteers were assaultel when trying 
to check the excesses on the part of a suction of the public. Bcplying to the debate, 
Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister, said that the treatment tliat bad been meted nut 
by the A. I. C. C. to the Iciidcrs of the Bengal Cimgrcss should be an eye-opener to 
those who were asked to join the Congress and have faith in its sense of justice and 
fairness. Ijeaders of the A. I. C. 0. came to Calcutta with the avowc<l intention of 
bringing about a settlement of the differences among them. But Pandit .lawaharlal s 
‘pcatte proposal’ was, in the opinion of the Home Minister, like saying “nea<ls I win, 
tmls you lose”. It was quite natural, tliat. under the circumstances some young 
men lost their heads. The Home Minister did not a;)pruvc of their actions and ho 
condcmnc<l them. But he would like to say this, that the provocation that was 
offered to Bengal was, from her (wiiit of view, great. I^)cceding, the Home 
Minister maintained that there was no jiistiilcation wlmtsocver for the criticism that 
the authorities failed in the discharge of their ilutics as regards maintenance of law 
and order. The Homo Minister was surprised at the attack levelled against the 
authorities by the Leader of the Opjiosilioii. The facts were that, so far os the 
Congress was concerned, tlicy resented all kinds of interference by the iiolic.e. 
Despite all this, the (lolicc, out of a sense of their own responsibility, were Uicro. 
They were not only_ there. J Ic miglit tell the llonsc that but for }>o1ice help, it 
would have been difKcult for Gandliiji to get down froin his (Compartment and go 
to his car at Howrah station. The Homo Minister claimed that, but for the 
presence of the police, persons would have Inien more seriously assaulted. He would 
submit that it was not {lossible for the iwlicc to do anythuig more, beeanse they 
were not_ allowed to go inside Uie pandal. In view of the facts Kt4ktcd by him Uio 
Homo Minister asked the mover to withdraw his motion which was done. 

Tub Financk Bill Dbbatb 

9tli. to 18th. MAY:—The Council devoted the whole of its time to-day to a 
discussion of the point whether the Finance Bill, as passed by the Ijower House, 
cm|)oworing the Provincial (tovernment to levy an ungraduatra tiix of Bs. itO i)cr 
annum on all trades, professions, callings and employments, was a tax on income 
and therefore ultra vires of the Provincial Li^jslature. Mr. Nalini Banjan Barker, 
Finance Minister, mov<|d that the Fiiianco Bill, ns jmssed by the Assembly, bo taken 
into consideration. Itaja Bhupendra Narayan Sinyh Bahadur of Nashipur, rising 
on a jxiint of order, maintained that the Bill was ultra vires of the Pioviiusial 
Ti^rislaturc. He contended that the tax proiKkscd in the Bill was not a tax on 
profession, callings, etc., but was a tax on the whole income of a man engaged in 
professions, emailings, cte., such income also including tlic income a man might 
derive from sources other than his profession or calling, cte. He maintained tiiat, 
as it was a ta.x on income, it came within the splicrc of Federal Subjects, and 
therefore, the Bill was ultra vires of the Provincial Legislature. Mr. O. C. Ormond 
iEuro|H!an) suggested that sinoxs differing views were being expressed in tiic matter 
he would like to suggest, as a practical proixisition, so that tlio Government might 
not be in difliculty after they had begun collecting the tax, that they might before 
enforcing the provisions seek tlic victvs of tho Federal Court. Ibrof. Humayun 
JCahir suggested that rome changes in one of the clanses of the Bill might 
meet the dilRculty. Sir K. Nazimuddin, Homo Minister, maintained that 
the very fact tile Bill sought to impose a flat rale, an ungraclnatcd tax, 
showed that it was not an income-tax. Next day, tho lOtli. May, giving his 
ruling on tlic jioint of order raised by the Baja Bahadur of Nashipur, 
the President, Mr. Satyendra Chandra Hitter, said that the matter was not 
free from doubt. But he woidd like to give tho matter the benefit of doubt and 
rule in favour of tho Bill being not ultra vires of the provincial legislature. Tlio 
announcement drew repeated applause from the Ministerial benches. The House 
then proceeded with tho consideration of the Bill. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
(Congress) moved that the Bengal Finance Bill bo (urenlatcd for the puriiosc of 
eliciting opinion tlioreoii by the 30th July 1930. His motion was lost without 
division. Mr. Humayun Kabir moved that tlic Bill bo referred to a ^lect 
Committee consisting of nine members including himself. This motion, too, was 
lost without division. Mr._ Lalit Chandra Das’s amendment to restrict the 
operation of the Bill within the city of Calcutta was also lost without division. 
Mr. Humayum Kabir then moved that the Bill shall not remain in force for 
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more than one year from tlie date of oomnienecment. The motion was put to vote but 
was lost by 18 to 20 votes. The Ooiignvs Party and the ProisTesfivc party voted for the 
motion, 5 members of the Coidiiioit Party luicl Jiai Bahadur Afanmatlia Nath Noye 
(I’rOKrcssive Party) remained neutral. Next <lay, tlie lllh. May, the Covernment 
sustained a defeat over an Um osition amendment, moved by Itaja Bahadw Bhu- 
petidra Narayan iU'nhti, Leader of Uie I'roftressive Party, imiKisinR a tax on tratles, 
ealliiij^s, professions and employments. The amendment was earned by 26 to 22 
votes, 'llic amendment sought to tnakc some verbal alterations in a iwrticular clause. 
All the oilier amemlmenls moved to-day were lost. The 1 louse divided on two 
occasions. Wlicii _.in nraendment slonding in tlie name of Mr. Nur Ahmed was 
pressed to a division, llai Bahadur Keehuh Chandra Banerjee, who had snpjiort- 
ed it, however, remained neutral. The hon. Mr. N. li. Barker, Finance Minister, 
while refusing to accept the amendments to the Bill, said tliat the scliemc sought 
to bring in money s'ith the least amount of exiMinditure. By Uie imposition of 
this tax noboily would be hard hit. Ne.\day, tlie lltli. May, the Council passed the 
Finance Bill. Replying to the criticisms fiy the Cimgress ])nrly, tlie hon. Mr. NaHni 
h'anjan Barker, Finnn<-c Minisler, said that the previous day the Congress l*arty 
by c.vploiting the Enroiiean group miulc certain changes in the Bill, He would 
have logo to the lower House again in r<»|)cc.t of the same, but that woidd not 
very raucli delay Uie imposition of the tax. 

The House, ne.vt passed the Bengal Excise (Amendment) Bill. The Calcutta 
Police (Amendiuciit) Bill as passed by Uie Assmnhly yesterday was laid on the table. 
The Council adjouric.xl till vV^xlnesday ne.xt, the 17th. May, when it also passed 
the Calentla Miiniei) al Amemliiicnt and Vnlitlalion Bill, the Bengal Tenancy (Second 
Amendment) Bill and the Indian >StampH (Bengal Ainendmcnl) Bill, as passed by 
the Lower House. 

NoN-OYFiciAr. Bn.iJi 

18th. MAY;—Tie Council dealt to-day with non-olHcial Bills. Of the ten 
moasiircs on the aj;ciida, only one was passed, 'Jhe linnsc resolved to circulate six 
of the Bills for ciiciling opinion. One Bill was “killed” and one was withdrawn. 
As for Uic other, a motion wn.s iiiovoil referring it to a Bcloet Committee. 'Ihc 
House adjournal for Uic day before it had mmi lmlal discnssioii thereon. The 
Bengal Rural I'oor and i'vvn.ployed Relief Bill, I'.ili'J was )>nssal without a division 
as amended by tlie Assembly. The following are tlie measures in the case of which 
circulation was lUvidcc'. on ; (1) Tlie Beyignl Ruhlic Demands Recovery [Amend¬ 
ment BUI, 1937, Slacking to amend ihc Bengal I’ublii- Dimiands Rarovery Act, 19i:) 
so ns to protect honest ilcbtors from dcleiition in civil prisons ami to coniinn such 
detention todclitors proved to lie. naadcitrant or frandiileiit and dishonest; (2) the 
Bengal Juvenile Bmohivg (Ammdmtnl) BtU, (It) Uiu Bengal Food Adultera¬ 
tion (Amendment) Bill, l!i:!8, si'cking to amend the e.xisliiig Act in order to make 
it elastic enougli, so that no real otrender can oa-ai'c Uic punishment iircscribol 
liy Uic law; (-i) tlie Denial SuppresHion of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 
1038, seeking io ctreet u slight change, in tJie definition of Iirothels ; (ii) tho Bengal 
Estates Partition (Amendment) Bill, 1038; ami (ti) Uic i^and Anenttficm Bill, 

UtKIN'O TlPU OK COMMUNAUISM 

19th. MAY The real for taking ♦'arly steps to “slop Uie rising tide of commn- 
nalism” in Bengal and to this cud, sulistitutiiig separate communal cla'torates hy 
joint elaborates willi rcservaiion of scats for Uie minorities, was emphasisal in a 
resolution moral by Mr. Jjulit Chnndro Dos (Congress) to-day. Mr. Das 
movalthat an address Ih' presentiHl to his K.\ccUcncy llic (iovernorof Bengal, through 
tlie President of the Bengal Loiislativc Coumal, vainwling His Excellency to ixicom- 
meiid to tho aulhorilics concerned that very early stc) s sliould be taken in Uiis 
behalf. Mr. Das stronglj eondeniiial Uie acliviiics of tlic Bengal Ministry, ami jiar- 
tiuularly the utterances of the Chief Minister as being i'C8)'on8iblo for rousing com¬ 
munal passions. Prof. IJumayun Kahir (Krisluik lloja) said that the ])olley of the 
British (ioveriuiicnt had always Ixicii to set up one, community against another in 
India in their own interest. This ^mlicy of ‘divide mid rule’ was responsible for 
tho present state of ultaii's in the country. But he did not believe that any useful 
i>iir;H>sc would be served by ujijiailing to others to settle Uie difTcrences cxistuig 
lietwecn the two great coiaiiiiinuics. The lion’ble Khwaia Bir Nazimuddin, Home 
Minister, rejilying, numdiatal the charge made against Uie Ministry and the Cliicf 
Minister. Ho coiitendal that coniiiaral to the eondilioiis prevailing in provinces like 
Bihar and the U. P., tho jicople in Bengal were living in amity and (laice. “It 
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appears to the Government”, remarked too Home Minister, “that there is a deliberate 
move to stir up communal passion by some interested parties esjieciaUy toe Natio¬ 
nalist papers, and those who are now directing toe activities of the Congress in 
Ben^. In spite of toe activities of newspapers and Congressmen, toe Government 
had Deen able to maintain peace and order in tlio ivovincc. He apprehended that if 
the House adopted toe resolution, it would rather help in accentuating toe communal 
differences. The Govemmemt wotdd welcome criticisms of their ai^tions, but surely 
nobody could condemn the Government on tiic issue which was the subject matter of 
discussion in toe House. The Government, however, would not take port in toe 
discussion, and would simply forward the proceedings of the debate to His Excellency 
the Governor; because it was a matter which was not tiic immediate concern of the 
Locid Government. Mr. IWs resolution was lost without a division. 

IKDUN IHMIGBATIOH INTO BlIUMA 

The Council thereafter passed a resolution, moved by Mr. Nur AAnied, deciding 
to present an address to Hie Excellency the Governor of Bengal through toe President, 
Beiig^ Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to make a representation to 
the Government of India protesting strongly against the Government of Bnrma’s 
move to impose restrictions on Indian immigration. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Daa moved a resolution recording the Council’s com]>lete 
disapproval of the attempt being made by the British Govcmmeiit to amend toe 
Government of India Act 19:15, with a view to concentrating all ))Owers, in too 
event of a war emergency, in the hands of the Central Government. But the Council 
adjourned till the 22nd. before the motion was taken into cousidcrutiou. 

CAI.CUTTA MomciPAi. Amrkd. Biu. 

32nd MAY to 28th. JUNEThe Calcutta Municipal Amend. Bill came np for consi¬ 
deration on toe 22iid. May. Dr. R. K. Mukher^ce made a stringent criticism of the Bill 
while moving an amendment that the Bill be circulated for toe purpose of eliciting opini¬ 
on thereon by the SiOto .Tune, 1999. “It is jmrt of a larger scheme to reduce the power of 
the Hiiidns ml over Lxlia because the Hindus and sjieinally the Bengal Hindus have 
been the foremost hi too fight for the froeilom of tlirar country. But was politics a 
mere matter of counting of heads”, asked Dr. Mukherjec, “and of infiuit heads ? 
The great Moslem majority of 55 iicr cent, dwindled into 25 )>er cent as tax 
payers and further shrank into 12 per cent, in tite sphere of-higher education and in¬ 
to similar positions of minority in toe sphere of independent profession, legal, medi¬ 
cal or commercial. An important ithase of world-]H>UticB was fought out on the 
principle of “No representation, no taxation” and led to the emergence of tlie United 
Btates of America. If too Bengal Hindus wore kc|>t out of their re]>TCBcntation in 

S rtioD to taxation, a separation of Hindu Bengal from Moslem might bo inevi- 
If the Moslems must separate from Hindus at elections and sat separately in 
toe Legislature, let tlicm separate in education and other maters, let them part with 
thdr purses”. Next day, the 23rd. Hay, opixising toe bon. Mr. Nalini lianjan Sarker’s 
motion that toe Bill be taken into consideration, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das (Congress) 
launched a severe attack on too provisions of the Bill. Mr. Das said that toe princi¬ 
ple underlying the Bill was obnoxious and there was )io justification. He pointed out 
that too f^ts and figures given on toe previous ilay by the hon. Bir Nosimnddin 
were wholly misleading. Mr. H. C. A. Hunter, Lender of the European Group, 
mmntained that toe system of separate electorates would not liave the bad results 
precUcted about it. On the contrary, it should tend to eliminate communal strife. The 
Europe Oronp agreed that consideration should be given to the im)x>rtant factors of 
numerical strength and financial contributions, but they also held the view that any 
considerable party majority in toe Cor|ioration was an evil and that duly by the 
abolition of that considerable majority could the welfare of the city bo pro}>crly safe¬ 
guarded. Their group supported toe motion. 'Hix, Hamidul Huq Chaudhnry, Deputy 
I'resident of the Council, criticised toe attitude which the Hindus bad taken up wito 
regard to this measure, and said that the Hindus looked at the Bill with a perjndiced 
mind and did not try to realise the attitude of the Muslims. Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Karim, Leader of the Coalition Groiqi. said that he did not like separate electorates 
but he felt that there was a necessity for Muslims for working separately at present. 
Prof. Humayun Kabir (Krishak l*raja) criticised toe line of ai^imeot of Khan Balia- 
dur Abdul Karim that scpaiato electorates were bad and yet it should be worked and 
maintiuned that it was in its interests that British imporimism sot u)) one community 
against another. Affairs in toe country at present wore most dettlorablc, but the only 
solution of that problem was the creation of an atmosphere in which toe two comma- 
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nitieB might reallBC the Blupidity of their action in standing separate fi'Oin each other, 
lie maintfdned that their salvation lay in the unity of interests of 
Hindus and Muslims. Continuing Ms speech on the next day, the 24th. May, 
Prof. Kabir reiterated Ms opinion that senarate electorate alTordca no protection to 
the minority community and pleaded for uic acccplajice of his tormiila, which pro¬ 
vided for ioiiit electorates with Urn condition that every successful candidate should 
secure at least twenty-five i)er cent of the votes cast botli by the Hindus and the 
Muslims. Prof, llumnyun Kabir said that it was tlie first duty of the Government 
to do everytinng whicdi promoted good relatioodup between the dificrent commu¬ 
nities. He ai)T>^t!rl to the Chief Minister, as the head of the Government, not to do 
anything whicli might accentuate the differences existing Iretwccu the two great 
communities. Intervening in the <icbate, tlic Chief Minister, Mr. A, K. Fazlul Ilug, 
said that he had never put himself forward as a CJongress candidate. But some 
years back, while ouc parly in the Congress 8up)X)rted the candidature of his rival, 
ne thought it was open to him to get the siipiiort of the othei' section. There was 
no need for him to sign any Congress creed, lavtaiise at that time be was already a 
member of the Congress (ironical cheers from the (ipposition). He had liccn so for 
more tbmi twenty-live years. But later he severed his coiine(;tiou with the Confess 
along with Mr. Jinnah, the lute Mr. iSahomed Ali, the late Mr. Sankat Ait and 
others because “they were thoroughly eonvincctl that the Congress was iudniging in 
cxnnmunalism of tiic worst kind.” (Cries of ‘question’, question’, from tJic Confess 
benches). Qhe Chief Minister said tlmt under tlie present circumstances in India, 
separate electorates for the various communities were the only solution. At the present 
moment, he remarked, the opinions of different communities were so sharjily divided, 
and prejudices were so strong iu the mind of one community against another, tiiat 
there could be no alternative to scmraic elccloratcs. He asserted tliat the Bill might 
not be acceptable tti Calcutta Hindus, but it was accopfablo to Hindus outside Calcutta, 
Itegardiug Uireats of ci\il <lisubedicnco, ho sttid that if any unconstitutional agitation 
was startm, they would know Itow to meet the situation. He declared titat the Con¬ 
gress administration of the atfuirs of tlie Cor]x>ralion had been most lamentable, and the 
lime Imd come to set matters right. At titis stage, there were interruptions from the 
Oppsition nn<l tlio Cliici Minisier flared up and said ; “We want to turn the Congress 
out. Next day, the 25th. May, the House agreed to take tlie Hill into consideration, on the 
motion of the hoii. Mr. Nalint Hunjan Sarker. l>r. Jiadha Kumvd Mukerjee's amend¬ 
ment that Uic Hill be ciccidatcd for tlie i>uri)osc of eliciting opinion thereon was rejected 
without a division. Altogether si-x sj cakcrs t>artii ipulcd iii the debate, including two 
Ministers, Mr. H. S, Huhrawardy and Mr. Aalini Hunjan Sarkar, Mr. Sarker saitl 
tliat he itersoiiidly (cit that a just trcalmeut had not hct>n meted out to tJie Hindus, lie 
said that by giving the Hindus three more clccletl scivts it would ho rossiblo to pacify 
tlie n'sentment cxi'i'csscd by the Hindus throughout the jtrovim'c, if not to satisfy all 
scidioiis of them. This could he done witliout in any way aft'octiiig tlic strength of 
representatives of the Muslim coininuuity in tlic iluuso. Jteferriiig to tlte demand for 
tire resigiialion of the Caste-Hiudu Ministers, Mr. f^nrker said that he did not consider 
Uiat the stage had come when the extreme slcim of resignation should be taken. Ilie 
)u'Uvisioiis of the Bill were severely criticised by Kluiii Habadur Sheikh Mahomed Jan 
of the Coalition Party. He sounded a note of warning to the Government against 
the danger of the iiitroductiou of separate electorates with regard to tlie Calcutta 
Cor|ioraUoii. He stressed tlic iicccssity of satisfying the demands of the Hindus by 
giving Uicm two or three ailditioiinl seats. Mr. Hanjit Pal Choudhury (Congress), 
welcomed tne “threat of retaliation” held out by the Chief Minister on tlie previous 
(hiy, Ixicaiisc sueh a threat would (;ompel the disintegrated Hindus to combine for 
the sake of self-prescrvution. 'J'lic Hill was taken u]i for cunRidcratioii clause by 
clause on Monday, the 2Sth. May, when for tlic iliird time the Govcriimeiil sustaimxl 
another defeat by ;21 to 20 votes on tlic amendment moveil by Klmn Saliib Abdul 
Hamid Choudhury (Coalition), Hy lliis ameiidiiiejil the Khan Haldb sought to reduce 
the number of 8 uoiiiiiiatcu seats to 4 as providisl in sub-elausc 2 of clause 3 of 
the Hill, iu the ^iroposcd clause (li). 3'lic Krishuk-Praja I’arty, tlic Ooiigi-ess 
Party, the I’rogresuvo Party and the mover (Ckudilioii) voted for the motion. 
The llousc llicn adjourned and re-asscinhled on the 14Ui. June and resuming con¬ 
sideration of the Bdl, dealt willi only one uon-oflieial amendmeut seeking to in- 
troduc*e certain prii.eijihs on which the Govcnimciit should fill up the four nominate 
seats iu the Coqioiatioii. The amendmeut was, however, lost. Next day, the IStb. 
June, a strong repriof tliat' no member of tlic House, wbothcr a Minister or aiiyMsly 
else, should interriqit another member who did not give way, was administered by tlie 
hoii. Mr. S, C, Mitra, I’l-esidcut when Prof. Humayun Kabir was iutcrrupUxl by Mr. 
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H. S. Buhrawardy, Minister for Labour. Diocussion on the BUI was then conti¬ 
nued. Five non-official amoiidmcntH weie moved to the clause regaiUinK 
nominationi but all of them were rejn^ted. The House then adjourned till 
the aoUi. June when, by 35 votes aftaiust 15, it rejected an amendment of Prof. Huma- 
yun Kabir, which waiiUxl to retain tlie system of joint electorate umler certain 
conditions. The amendment provided that a Hindu or a Mahomedon candidate, in 
order to be declared duly elected, must sctmre not less than 25 per cent of the 
votes cast by voters of his own cominiinily and not less than 10 ])er cent of the 
votes cast by voters of the other community. I’rof. Kabir claimed that if his 
formula was accepted by the House it would go a long way towards solving the 
commuiud problem that had assumert such alarming projmrtions to-day. tinder 
the existing Calcutta Muiu(d)Htl Act, there were joint electorates in which Mahomc- 
dnn scats were reserved. But the amending Bill now luider discussion sought to 
do away with the present system and have separate doctorates for the Mahomedans. 
If his amendment was carried then they would have joint cla-toratcs for the whole 
of Calcutta and would at the same time have necessary protection for tlio minority 
communities. It was desirable, the speaker emphasised, that only such jiersons 
should be rctuiTicd who enjoyed the eonffdenco of all the communities. Khan 
Bahadur Baiyed Afuzzamuddin Hozain (Coalition) and the hon. Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan, Minister for Local Sclf-Governincnt, opposed the amendment. Next day, the 
Slst. June, the Council dcidt with four non-olliciol amendraents to Clause 111 of 
the Bill i-elating to the system of nomination. All the four amendments which 
sought to make an allotment^ of the four seats available, as a result of the 
ncx.‘e])taiLee by the House of Khan Hnhcb Abdul Hamid Chaudhury'a amendment, 
reducing the uumber of nominated scats from riglit to four, were negatived. Tim 
first amendment moved by Khan Baheb Abdid ilnmid Chaudhury, which sought to 
give three of those four scuts to the Hchedided Castes to be reserved for them in 
the general constituency and one seat to the Maliomalans was negatived by 31 
against 2.5 votes. The Congress 1‘arty, the I’rogrcssivc I’arty, the Krishak Praja 
Party and one nominated member voted in support of the amendment, while tlio 
Coalition Party and the Euroiican Group voted against it. Q’hc three other 
amendments moved by Mr. K. K. Hull, Mr. Ji. Paul Chondhury and Mr. 
L. V, Das were lost without a division. Next day, the 22iid. June, barring 
the change that tim clause had undergone following the ncH'cmtance of Khan 
Btdtib Abdul Hamid Chaudhury's amendment, all other non-official ameudmonts to 
the clause were m^atived. An attempt on the part of non-official members to make 
an allotment of the four seats released out of the nominated bloc failed and the 
Clause was passed with the only modification relating to the number of nominated 
scats. An amendment moved by Prof. Hvmayun Kabir, seeking to raise the number 
of elected scats from 85 to fill, was lost witliout a division. By anolher amendment 
to Clause V of the Bill, I'rof. Kabir wonted to do away with tlie jirovision for 
separate electorates and increase tlie numlier of Muslim voters. Prof. Kabir thought 
that any Muslim paying rent should lie treated as a voter. He also emphasised that 
adult iranchise should be inti-odiiccd as that would increase the number of Muslim 
voters in the city. .Rci>lying, the hon. Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Home Minister, 
said that there could lie no question of adult franchise for local bodies, specially 
municipalities where the whole priiudjilc was liascd on the fact that those who ]iaid 
for the upkeep of the city siiould have a say in tlie matter of the administration of 
the idfairn of the city. He said tliat the (lovcrnmcnt firoixiscd to deal witli tlie 
question of lowering the franchise and with that object in view they proposal to 
introduce a Bill very shortly and when the frmichisc was loweral the number of 
votes would become more. 15:01. Kabir’* amendment was iiegatival by 35 against 12 
votes. Mr. Laltt Chandra Das also moved an amendment scckuig to delete the 
provision for separate electorates. 'Hie amendment was lost without a division. Prof. 
Kabir by another amendment wanted to add a now provision to Clause V tlmt 
every woman shall be qualifial ns an elector of the women’s constituencies and every 
Indian Christian shall be qualifial as an elector of the Indian Christian consti¬ 
tuencies. Tlie amendment was rejaited. Clause V of the Bill was still under consi¬ 
deration when the House adjournal til] the next day, the 23rd June, when opposition 
amendments urging representation of Indian commercial interest on the Calcutta 
tiorporation were rcjectaL Clause 5 of the Bill, laying down qualifications for fran¬ 
chise, was thereupon passal with only a verbid modification. Prof. Humayun 
Kabir (Krishak Proja) severely criticised the Ministry for ignoring the le^timiite 
claims of Indian commercial interests in the City to lie representea on the Calcutta 
CoriiDTation. He ^minted out that the European community had got more seats in 
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the Coriioration than they were entitled to get The aTncnthnent was prcs^l to a 
division ami negatived by vJ3 against 14 votes. Mr. Naresh Nath Afukh 4 irji of the 
Congress Party ^so moved an limcndmont pressing the claims of the Bengal National 
Cliamto of Commerce, the MuHlim CJiarahcr of Commerce and the Indian (.liamber 
of Commerce lor represenhition in U\e Oilciitla Corporation. Mr. Kerr 

(KuToix»n) oiHMHing the amondment repudiated the suggestion that the Kiimpeans 
hml a larger representation tluin what tlicy wore cntitldl to get. lie said that the 
Kiiroj>eanB pahl 15 i»cr cent of the i^onsolwlalecl rates and also paid, in addition to 
that, licence fetsi on trmles cic. estimated at 12 laVlis of ru}>ct's injr aiiniim. A dw- 
rcasc in the representation of the European wimminiity would not only be unsatis¬ 
factory but also be unjiistilicd. Mr. Afukhtirji'e aiucndmciit ivas lost without a 
divisHin. Clause G of the Bill laying ilown the qiudification for election as (Joun- 
cillor was under consideration wiicn Uie llouac adpurned tilt the 27th, Jnn^ 
when tlic ililrd reading of the Bill comniciiciNl. Previous to this, the second 
riswUiijl wart passed. The only amendment moved l)y_ Rai Munmatha Nath 
Bone Bahadur, to inercaso the nuinlw-r of representation from one to two 
of the Ward No.relating to Tollytjnnj, by rwhioinsr the numlter of re¬ 

presentation from 2 to one of the Ward No. 31 relntin« to Batpultnr, was put to 
division and lost. The otlier nnieii<liiieiits were not moyctl at all, many of whicli 
were out of order. Next day, the 28th. Juno, the Oouiieil passed the Kill witliont 
division. The only elrnngo etroeUil was the reduction in the number of nomi- 
natal scats from eight to four. Tlic Bill now wk-s to tJic Itoww Houso again for 
its ra‘oiiBideratien iii the umendeil form. 'Hie House tlicn adjourned to meet 
again on the 7tli. July. 
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Proceedings of Madras Assembly 

Winter Seiiion—Madras—17th. to 27th. January 1939 

The Public Health Bill 

Hio Wintoi- Session of the Madras Ijcsusiativc Assembly commenced at Madras 
on Uie 17th. Janoarv 1939. A rcsoIuUoii cK|>rcssiii}' sorrow at the dcaUi of Mr. 
K. JKaman Hfenon, me Minister and c^mveyine; the sympathy of the House to the 
family of the deexinsod was passed. The Premier, Mr. U. Itajayopnlaehari, moved 
the resolution, and imrty leaders usstv'iatcd themselves in payine their tributes to 
the late Mr. Mcnon. The House neitt proceedcil with tne discuBsion of the 
Publie TTealth Bill. An OpiMisition amendment to extdudo the City of 
Madras from the purview of the mcasni'c was opiwscd by the Oovernmoiit 
and was rojeeUjd by the House, llie Assembly turned down an amendment 
that provision ho made for election liy the lAiiuslatnrc of representatives to 
servo on the Health Board. Hupporters of the pmixisal c-xprcsseil the view 
that the select committee hwl taken a “retrograde” step in substituting lor 
the system of election provided for the original Bill a system of nomination. 
The Premier and the Minister fat Publio Health spoke ojiposiug the amendment. 
They stressed that the balance of opinion in the select committee favoured tlie system 
of nominations and that it was best calculated to ensure satisfirctory working of 
the Board, which was there to advise Government on matters referred to it and was 
in no sense intended to function as u sort of chock on the Government. The 
Health Minister added that chaUengo was thrown out that the Government should 
shoulder the entire responsibility for working the Act and the view was expressed 
that the principle of election might result in ixipnlar roprosentativos being saddled 
with odium for acts for which they were not really resixmsiblc. It was in the 
light of this consideration that the isoleet Committee l»ad, the Minister stated, favoiiroil 
nomination. Next day, the 18tli. January, over fifty idauscs of the Bill were considered. 
A few amendments proiiosed liy the members of the Opiwsilioii, c.alenlatcd to 
improve the Bill in certain details, were accepted by the Minister for Public Health 
and carried. The main princiidcs of the Bill us regards the controlling niithoritios 
and their powers, the constitution of the Health Board, its riompositioti and 
functions, as set out in Chaiitor II of the Bill, the iirovisions relating to water* 
supply, drainage, sanitary conveniences, abatement of nuisance and so on, wore kept 
intact. The House made rapid progress on the next day, the 19th. Jannary, and 
finished consideration of the clauses. Tlichon. Dr. Jinjan moval the thinl rcarling 
without a sjieetfh and the motion was carried. The (TOvcrnme.it accciitcd an amend¬ 
ment moved by Mr. Venkatasubbayya exempting conscientious obkiciors from vac¬ 
cination or inoculation in cases of notification of C[>idomic8, provided they nTToc. to 
isolate themselves by coiiforining to restrictions that might be imiiosed in tins b ihalf. 
Any person who commits a breach of an undertaking given by him before a 
magistrate, in this rosiicet, it is laid down, “shall bo punished with imprisoament 
whicJi may extend to throe months or with fine, or with both.” 

Estates Land E.nquiky Comm. Report 

aoth. to 2701. JANUARYThe Report of tlie Madras Estates land Enquiry 
Committee came up for disenssion on the 20th. January. Moving that the R^rt be 
taken into consideration, the hon. Mr. T, Prakasam, Minister for Revenue, (the 
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Chairman of the Committee), spoke for eloso upon two hours and dwelt on the main 
recommendations eontuined iii tlie majority report, Mr. Prakasam conteudctl that the 
reeorainciidations of (ho Committee were neither revoiulionai-y nor exinopriatory. Nor 
were they of a swialistic or communistic chaiwtcr. Tile majority recommendations, 
he avRUOT, were bnsc<l on solid facts and were fovmidatcd by the Committee to “render 
bare justice which bad been denied to ryots for some reason or other for a very lonu 
time,” Mr. Prakasam had tiot concluded his siiecfth when the Douse adjourned till 
the next day, the ilst .January, whoi» he reiterated his prefatory remark that the re¬ 
commendations of the Committee were neither socialistic nor exjtropriatory in character; 
and that they were sonitht to do Iwrc justice to the ryot which was denied to him for 
a ion(? time. “If justice is not in die ]{c|)ort”, tlic Mniister pleaded, “reject it by all 
means, and I shall not have the sUtrhtest objection.” 'J'hc House took up the discussion 
of amendments on Mmiday, the 28rd. January, when a Congress memher moved an 
amendment nxiom mcndinii; to the (iovernmeat to brinx in suitable l^islation based on 
the report, of the t'ommittee. The Hpeaker, B. Sambamwtlii, inquired why the mo¬ 
tion snould contain a recoinmondaiion. Ihis was the foim iiiider “dyarchy.” 'Jhe 
Oovernment had now ehanxed mid was part of an autonomous legislature. The 
ITemier, Mr C, Uajagopaluchari, inlerveniii}!', said that tlie form of the resolution was 
quite correct. Tlie Srnaker said (hat as (he execudve was responsible to it the lexis- 
latnre could ask the (Government or direct it to do what it wanted. 'Jhe Premier said 
that a resolution of (he House slionld be only a recommendation to the Government 
as the latter was rcs|ionsililc for initiatinx lexislation. Unless the legislatme began direct¬ 
ly to govern, and thus lici'omc itself the executive, it could only pass resolutions of a 
recommemlatoiy character. Odierwisc, (he excentive wouhl become a mere permanent 
service and this was no( (he intention of the Uonsiitutiou. 'J'hc Speaker apreed with the 
I’rcmicr. Next daj, the 24th. January, while (kmgress jneinbers accorded jt enthusiastic 
support, the 7x-min<lar and certain other mciuteis of tlie Otiitosition strongly opjioacd 
it. 'J'hc members ci Uic Moslem l.cuxno gave it a qualified support. Mr, W. K. ii, 
Langley (European group) cliaructerizcd the conclusions ns “confiscatory andexproprm- 
tory.” He described (he rejiort as a most interesting historinl document, but like 
most history it wa.s. he sunl, entirely fallnciotis. He eonlended that the authois of 
the Permanent 8ettleniont had held (hat (lie suimindms were the proprietors of the 
soil and said tluit “to take just one class of luiulow iicr tiiid iikkohI by the simjile process 
of dispossessing him and giving ids land to somebody else, is not statesmansnip but 
simply plain cohfisiation.’ O he Dnitt bill atlnchcd to tlie rejort meant “following the 
Moscow precedent.'- It would deprive the Government itseli of any on ortuiiity later 
on of getting its fair share of (he rent. 'Jlie pr«ier attitude of tJio Government, he 
said, would have been to coiuluct an im| urtial and compieheiisivc inquiry into the whole 
land system of this Presidency and correct abuses where iJiey existed. Next day, 
the 26th. January, Mr. T. T. Kiishnumachari eritieising Uie recommendalioiis observed: 
‘The material collected is most valiialile us a basis lor furtlier enquiry ; but the rc- 
cioniinendatious, inlorincd as (licy liiive been liy a iiiurow conception of the Committee’s 
duty, are hojiclessly inadequate, and while (hey destroy iJic Zmimhir, bring no relief 
to tiro worker and l«ncfit a class which has less title to protection tlian the Zemindars 
themselves.” Mr./afiam ffeyw spoke supporting Mr. Aofa Venkat Sao's amendment 
and contended tiiut tlierc was (IcTiiiite historical evidence to establish lliat the ryot 
was the owner of tJic sod. Mr. Bashuer Ahmed Sayecd suggested that there should be 
an investigation of the cpiestion by.u prcnier tTihnrial. Mr, G, Krishna Kao and Mr. 
SopfAan'sAt .Rtidcffns spoke cincstioniiig tliclindings of the Committee. The evidence, 
Mr. Krishna Ihvo eoiitcinlcd, had not iieen i>ro|)cr1y weigheil by tiro committee. Mr. 
Appadurai Pillai, criticising the (Xiinmittec’s recimimeiidations. urged that the vario¬ 
us regulations, cuaotments mid instructions should he colltx-tivcly viewed. If viewed 
in jiorts tlfey would not, he said, iircsent a dcliidtc iiictnre. Mr. Malang Ahmed Batcha 
cx)>rcs8cd tlie view tliat there could Iw no doubt that owncrsliip of Uic soil vested in 
the ryot. Bpeakiiig on the iie.xt day, the 2Ctli. January, tiic hoii. Mr. 0, Rajagopalacha- 
riar, 1‘rimc Minister, contended that the xaniindar was neither absolute owner nor 
co-owncr with the ryot of (lie land and was merely holder of an oflice under the (State 
collecting rcveii no frnn particular arc-ns, for which ho waa paid very liberal commis- 
t-ioii unilcr the (Settlement of 18(12. No question of coinpeiisating (he zamiiidur, the 
1‘i'cmicr maintained, arose. Wlicre a wltolc system litid gone wrong, no Blatc could 
afford to pay comiiensation for putting an end to tlmt system, Zamindars might ask 
for “compassionate grants or peiisioiis” but certainly no compensation could be allowed. 
As for forests, what was intended by tJie Committee, the ITeinier said, was to secure 
belter nianngenient of tiiusc “public utilities.” 'J'he ITeinicr a])pealed to iJic House to 
accept the reiiort whose two curdiiml points were that ownership of the land 



180 THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ MADRAS— 

was in the pattadar and that the zaniindar’s “usurpation” of the State’s 
right in respect of enhancement of revenue should be put an end to. 
I^xt day, the 27&. January, the amendments of Messrs. Basheer Ahmed Sayeed and 
Mahhoob Ali Baig were deemed to have been withdrawn, as the membms were 
absent from the House at the time of votinj^ The amendment of Mr. Baptharishi 
Bfdiliar was not pressed. Mr. G. A’risAnaSao’s amendment suggesting a reference 
of <he Report to a representative Committee wesified ovei’ by a judge of the High 
Court, was rejected without a division. The House accepted the Revenue Minister’s 
motion t^t tlie report of the Committee be taken into consideration with the amend'- 
ment of Mr. KaU Venkat Rao, commending to the Government “to bring in legis¬ 
lation at an early date on the general lines of the majority recommendations of 
the committee.” The Premier stioke supplementing his spceih of the previous day. 
The bon. Mr. Prakasam reiilied to the debate anil simke at length, alter which the 
discussion terminated, and tlie House adjourned sine die. 

Budget SsMion— Madras—20th. February to 13th. May 1939 

Fikancial Statement for 1939—40 

The Buiiget session of the Assembly commenced on the SCth. Fehruary, 1939. Mr. 
C. Rajagopalachariar, I’rcmier prescntcu tlie Budget for 1939-10. The Budget showed a 
revenue deficit of Rs. 17,27,(XX). The Ih-emier said tliat the actual budgetary position re¬ 
vealed a gap of Rs. 42,.39,000. The Government proposed to bring in two taxation mea¬ 
sures immediately, one for tlie levy of a tax upon the sale of petrol and the other upon 
the sale of electricity. The I’remier loiutcd out Unit the rcccii>t8 under these two 
Bills amounting to 1.5.12 lakhs and the enhanced duty on country spirit (Ks. 
10,00,000) in non-prohibition districts would reduce the gap to Rs. 17.27. It is 
(iroposed to cover this deficit of Rs, 17jl7,00() by the levy of a vend tux on tobacco, 
a tax on the sale of goods generally and an entertainment tax : and necessary Bills for 
the purpose are oxiicctcd to be introduced in the Jgdslaturc in March after the voting 
on Uie Budget is over. Revenue in 1939-40 is estimated at Rs. ]C,23,4.5,(XX). Allow¬ 
ance has been made for tlie extension of prohibition to the North Arcot district 
from October 1, 1939. I’rohibitiou will then be in force in four districts, covering 
about one-fifth of tlie area of the province, the total amount of annual revenue 
foregone being about Rs. (i5 lakhs. _ 

Expenditure on Revenue account is estimated at Rs. lr),40,72,(XX)._ It includes 
provision for new cx)>enditurc, hivolving an aniiual cost of about 3J lakhs and 
non-reeurriiig expenditure of aliout Rs. 9J lakhs ultimately. The provision 
made next year under both heads togethm' is a^ut Its. 9J lakhs. Cai-iial expenditure 
in 1939-40 is estimated at Rs. 91.34,0(0 of which Rs. 06,73,000 represents remunera¬ 
tive cxiienditurc. liong-teim loans to agriculturists, local bodies and others are esti¬ 
mated at Rs. ],44,49,(XJ0, which includes Rs. 75 laklis for the relief of agricultural 
indebtedness. In addition, another provision of Rs. 75 lakhs has been made for 
short-term loans to the Central Land Mortgage Bank. Against the antici|>atcd remu¬ 
nerative eapifnl expenditure and long-term iewns, amounting to Rs. 2,12,22,000 die 
Budget provides for a net horvowing of Rs. I'lO lakhs next year, the balance beuig 
expcctw to be found from the otlicr resources of the Government, llie Budget 
contemplates also the issue and discharge, within the year, of 'ri-easury Bills to a 
total of Rs. five crorcs next year. 

The closing cash balance at the end of tlie year is estimated at Rs. 43,77,000, 
taking into account the revenue deficit Rs. 17,27,000, but excluding the value of 
securities in the Famine Relief Fund and the reserve funds of electric systems. 
When the vend lax on tobacco, the tax on sales of goofls and the entertaiiiments 
lax are approved by tlie legislature, and the revenue deficit is covered, flic closing 
cash balance will be increased automatically by the amount realized from tlieso 
taxes, which is estimated at Rs. 20 lakhs in 1939-40, Assuming that they are 
levi^ from October 1939, the Famine Relief Fund and the reserve fund of 
electric systems ai-e expects to have to their credit, in cash and securities, Rs. 
51j{l,(XX) and Rs. 25,78,(XXJ rcsjicetively, on March 31, 1939. The capital li^ilities 
and assets of the province on March 31, 1940 arc estimated at about Rs 19^ eroiTs 
and Rs. 32 crorcs, respectively, the corresponding figures on March 31, 1940 being Rs. 
2(1} crores and Rs. 3i» crores respectively. Tho revenue account for 1937-38 dosed 
with a surplus of Rs. 17,06,(XX) against Rs. 2,69,000 anticipated in the revised 
estimate, As a result of this, and short expenditure outside the revenue account, 
the year closed with a cash balance of Rs. I,36ji7,000 against Rs. 1,(39,88,000 
anticipated in the revised estimate. The expenditure during the year on projects 
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for which a loan of Ba. 1,64,03,000, was raised in August 1937 was Bs. 1,65,34,000. 
The Bevenue Account (revised estimate for 1938-39). is expected to close with a 
surplus of Bs. Bs. 2,4i(,OO0, against Be. 12,000 anticipated in the Budget, not¬ 
withstanding the fact tliat, owing to unforeseen calamities like floods oyclono and 
the failure of the monsoon, land revenue, amounting to nearly Bs. half a crore for 
last year has to he remitted. Heavy shortage occur under excise, Stamia and 
Begistration. As against these, ciedit has iicen taken for the transfer of Bs. 
42,55.000 from the Minor Ports IMnd balauces to general revenues in pursuance of 
tlie Act passed by tlie Legislature recently. 

Capital expenditure and loans and advances are less than the budgeted figure 
by Bs. 5,22,000 which is partly due to the discontinuance of the system of pen¬ 
sions in respect of officers under the rule-making control of the provincial 
Govommeiit. Loans granted by the (Jovcnimcnt direct to agriculturists for relief 
of indebtedness are much less than tlie Bs. 50 lakhs provided in the Budget, and 
tlie saving has been utilised for the grant of short-term accommodation to Ac 
extent of about Bs. 4() lakhs to Ae Oentral lauul Mortgage Bank. As against the 
o)>cn market loan of Bs. 1,51,2(1,000, raised in f^e])tcmbcr 1638, Ae tolm amount 
cx])e(!ted to be disbursed by March 31, 1939. on remunerative exj^nditiire and long¬ 
term loans to local bodies and others is about Bs. 2,20,00000. 'ihe total amount 
of Treasury Bills issued during Ae year was Bs. ],!)0 lakhs, Ac whole of which 
will be discharged witldii die year. The closing casli balance at Ae end of Ae year 
is estimated at Us. 55,10,(X)D. 

EiiEtn-RtciTY & PunioL Salks Tax BuiS 

After Ac presentation of Ae Budget, Ac House refened to Select Committees 
Ae Bills introduced by Ac Prime Jiinhier fur the imiosition of a duty on elec¬ 
tricity and a tax on i-eAil sales of j ctrol. dhe ]*Time Minister instified the measu¬ 
res aud said Aat Aey were brought up in ]>ursuaiice of Ac policy of Ae Govern¬ 
ment to shift Ae burden of provincial taxation more and more ou those who could 
aflbrd to bear it. The Government, Ae Prime Minister observed, bad taken credit in 
the Budget for tlie proceeds from these two sources of taxation and must stand or 
fail ou Ae vote of the House. 

Canaiji and Febrius Biu, 

Tho hon. Mr. Yakub Hasan, Minister for Public Works, introduced a Bill 
fiiitlicr to amend Ac Canals and Public Ferries Act 1890 for certain purj^oses and 
moved tliat die Bill be taken into consideratioii at oiicc. The House gave leave to 
die Minister to introduce die Bill. There being no amendment, Ac Minister moved 
Aat Ac Bill be passed into l.aw. The motion was accepted and Ac Bill was passed. 

Gilneral Disowhsion of BujHiEr 

22ttd. FEBRUARY to 24tli. FEBRUARYThe general discussion of Ac Budget 
commenced on the 22ud. February and concluded on Ae 24lh. Among Ae important 
fioiiits strcss«l ill Ac course of the dtscussioii by Ae mcinlicrs were Ac need for 
reducing die burden of taxation, Ac development of agriculture by cdueaUng the 
ryots as to Ae improved methods of ciiitivatimi, tlie introduction of tax on agri- 
euUural iiicoiiies and greater ciicouragemcut to Indian system of Medicine. Itoxt 
day, the 28rd. February, among Ac various ]ioiiit.s urged by the members were Ae 
need for reducing iinercst charges by raising fresh loiuisat cbeai>er rates, AoTuiiga- 
badhiu pirojcct, and the allolmcjit of a larger amount for scholarships for Hariiaiis. 
Tlie hon. Mr. C, BajagopaUichariar dctmlcd rc)>ly to Ae various criticisms, ou 

Hie including ihiy of die ilebate, the 24A. Feb. He siwially dealt wiA Ac Oovem- 
meiit’s borrowing policy aud poiiitwl out Ant dieir rcmuiiei-alivo works showed a 
proht. Brferring to die omiosition to the study of Hindustani, Ac Prcmiei’ r^jret- 
ted Aat Ac agitation had develoi^ctl into a rt^ular proiiagauda for promoting class 
hatr^, which was not good for anybody. Htudy of Hindustani was necessary in 
Ae interests of '.he iieoplc and he felt Umt Ac future gciieratiou would not find 
fault wiA him. 

Ei.BCTBiaTy & 1’etrol Salks Tax Birxs (contd.) 

26th. FEBRUARYThe Mectricity Duty Bill and Ae Motor Spirit Taxation 
Bill were nassed to-day, wiA a few minor nmoiidmciits, after a dctailol discussion 
ot clauses lasting over four hours. Objection was raisoi to bringing in high sp^ 
Hiesel and crude oil within Ac scoite of Ae Motor Spirit Bill in Ae Select 
Committee stage. Elaborate arguments were addressed by Ae Opposition Aat 
Ae iuclusiou of Ais commodity for taxation by Ac Select Committee could not 
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bc permitted on constitutional grounds, as it went beyond the scope of the Bill 
as first introduced in the House. The Ih-ime Minister contended that the tasation 
of crude oil was comprehended in die original Bill, as it was a form of motor 
spirit like jieti-ol and came rightly within the detiiiidon of motor spirit. Even¬ 
tually, the Speaker ruled out the ohjection, declaring that “though in defining 
die term ‘motor spirit’ the old Bill referred to a commodity ordinarily used as 
motive jiower for motor vehicles, yet the lax was not on sales of motor spirit used 
or sold for purfioscs of motor vehicles but on all sales of motor spirit used or 
sold, whatever the pnrprse.” Amendments moved by the Opposition with a view 
to excluding 'Diesel and crude oil’ from taxation and to redneing the rate of tax 
on petrol to one anna a gallon, were rciecled. Commending the Bill to the House 
for third reading, the Prime Minister expressed the hojie that “as a result of 
this taxation, we will not be in ivant of resources to do service to the jicople”. 
He sought the blessing of the memiicrH ‘not only for the final passage of the 
Bill but also in die enforcement thereof." The House at this stage adjounicd 
to meat again on the 15th, March. 

Vorrao ON Boimirt Demands 

Ifitb. to 80th. MARCHVoting on Budget demands for grants commenced on 
the 16th. March and continued for the next twelve days, 'i'he Govemmimt’s land 
revenue policy was criticised l»y Mr. Aitpadurai Pillai, by means of a cut motion 
under die Land Kevonuo demand. Replying, the Hon. Mr, T. Prakaaam said diat 
the Goveniment would not take much time to plax'e in the elia])e of a Bill 
definite proiiosals for die revision of the land revenue system. The Government, 
Mr. ^akasam informed the House, had fully coustdered the suggestion for the 
adoption of “a sliding 8<‘nle of iisscssincnt’’ and it was not likely that they 
would adopt diat system. The debate lasted full four hours and after the Revenue 
Minister had replied, Mr. Appadurai Pillai withdrew it, expressing satisfaction 
at the Minister’s “full and detail«l answers.” The grant for Land Revenue was 
then voted. Next day, the 16th. March, dealing with the Excise demand, the 
discussion on the token ‘cut’, which was cvcntnally not pressed, largcly_ turned on 
die I’rohlbition iwllcy of the Government and the resulting loss of income, to 
make up which the Ministry had to resort to oiiditionul taxation. The Prime 
Minister maintained tliat rrobibilioii was an admirable snccess and that it was 
the financial stringency of the Government that stood in the way of adding to 
the list of ‘«iry’ districts. He asktsl the critics to read the rej'-orts of the Collectors 
concerned without ‘Oiniosition bias.’ Referring to the Bales Tax Bill, the l*rirac 
Minister vigorously dorended it, stating that it was the deliberate intention of 
Uio Government to make (lie trader and merchant contribute his share to the 
financing of the Provincial Government; aiul it was in imrsuauce of the consi¬ 
dered ixilicy of the Ministry to shift the burden of taxation more and more 
from the villager to the townsman. ‘‘We do not hide our objective and we arc 
prepared to proclaim it from housctoiis”, declared the Ih-imc Minister. We are 
going to levy the Bales Tax, in sjate of the terrible 0 ])]!OBilioii wo ai-e faced 
with. Wo arc preiiarcd to nccoine uniiopular and be turned out of oflicc, if it 
comes to that. It is no use doping the poorest and robbing them of their 
money to run the adniinistnitiuii. It is no use asking the food producer to ])ay 
as much as ten to twenty cent of wliat he iniscs, and allowing the merch¬ 
ants and traders to refuse to iiay even one pic out of one rujioc." The Ihfme 
Minister’s sjiccch was heard with rapt attention. In the result, tlic cut motion 
was withdrawn and the demand for Excise was granted without a division, as 
also the Demtuid for Btamps. Next day, the 17tb. Mareb, the House voted tlie 
demands for grants under the heads—Forests, Registration and Uie Motor Vdii- 
cles Acts. The Opposition, by means of token ‘cuts,’ raised a discussion on the 
policy pursued by the Government in these dcjiartments. The Ministers rcplitHl 
111 detail to the criticisms; and in tlic result, the reduction motions were 
withdrawn and the grants were made in full. On the next day, the IStb. March, 
by a token ‘cut’ motion, Mr. Mahmud Schanmad raised a discussion on tlie 
irrigation policy of Uic Govemniciit. Member after member from the Opposition 
benches belonging to the Andhra districts urged the Goveniment to expolite the 
Tungabhadra Project and to devote gi-calcr attention to minor irrigation works. The 
Minister for Public Works )iointcd out that Uio Government were doing everything 
ill power to push through the Tiingabadru Project- “I have not tdloivcd the grass to grow 
uuuer my feet iii rq<ard to tliis siibjei't’’, Mr. Yakub Hassan observed, ‘If an 
agreement has been reached between Madras and Hyderabad, it has not been 
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done without great difficulty,” ho addcrl. Mr. Sahamnact did not press his ’cut’ 
in view of me sympathetic siteech of the Minister, who loirficd to all the 
points raised by the members. The House then proceeded to consider the grant 
for General Administration. Sir A. T. Pannirselvam, who moved a token ‘cut’ 
in die Demand, c.hargcil the Government with being undcmoe-ratic, and ‘‘with 
Tiartiality, unfairness to and ungentlemanly treatment of their iwUtical opponents”. 
He referred in particular to Uio Government attitude tow.ards Mr. E. V. Kamas- 
wami Naicker. Sir A. T. I’annirsclvam’s attack on the Ministry oceasioned 
frequent interruptions and (xiints of onler from the Treasury Beneh. The Sjiea- 
ker himself interventd more than once; and at one stage ho declared that it was 
hardly consistent with the dignity of the I louse to hurl allegations at the 
Ministers in an oflcusive maiiiiov, exceeding all parliamentary limits. The 
House had not conciiideil tlie iliscussion when it ndjonmod to meet agfun on 
Monday, tlie aoth. March, when after over four hours* debate, it votal the grant for 
Ministers and General Administration. In a lengtliy reply, lasting ninety minutes, 
the Prime Mimeter ansacred tlio criticisms of the Op|HMition seriatim. There was 
nothing wrong, Ihc I’rinio Ministe mainUiiicd. in the Ministry owing alli^iancc to 
an outside authority like the (kmgress High Commaml. “it is on die Congress 
label that we were elected, and the eleclonitc is entitjed to c.xiicet us to fulfil the 
policies and )>rogramme8 laid down by tlic <.loiigrcs.s High Oommimd.” Tlie Prime 
Minister observed that lie was only sorry that the ()pi)OKition, instead of bdng 
tlmnkhil for the existence of an outside andiority like the (Jongress High Command, 
to keep up die purity of Parly Government, hud made a grievance of it. “This 
I’rovince will be lucky”, ho cmjihiisiseil, “so long sis it conliiuies to be governed by 
a i’arty which will liave die high idesds and principles with winch our Party has at 
present to act. I clnim dial we liavc liccn m tiiig as justly as it is possible for a 
Parly Government u> do. I do not think that we have miyining to be sorry for and 
nnylhing to make a confession alsmt.” Adverting to the Opixisition’s attacks of 
partiality and unfaiincss on die part of the Ministry in the treatment of imlitical 
opponents, the Prime Minister diew jiointeil attention to the “scurrilous writings and 
sii^hcs” against them. ‘ Wo arc cxlnbiiing an amount of patience, which should be 
a wonderment to the world”, the Ihimc Miidsier said. "Wc do not want to run a 
battle with our opjfonents. We want to get large objecte attained,” the Prime 
Minister addetl, “In si riving to attain them, we have acquired an amount of 
patience which can stand all the sinrrility indulged against us.” The Ihimo 
Minister claimc*! there was handy any repression of die 0))))osition agitation. But, 
he said, when opposition to Govcrnmwit had devcIoiHHl into activities calculated to 
rouse communal hatred an<l make orderly governineiit imd national progress ira- 
]tossiblc, the Government had ncccssiudly to follow their present policy. Merc 

expression of political opinion as such, ho iwintcd out, was never penalised nor was 
there any invitUous trciitmcnt of man and man, the only distinction made being 
lictwccn “nuisance” and ‘expression of iKditUal opinion”. The communal cry, die 
ihimc Minister was disiioscd to diink, was rather over-done. "We will lantl our¬ 
selves in utter horelcsa retrogression if wc allow it to become the daily 
farcin the Ixjgislitiirc" he dccbuxsl. Sir A. T. I’annirsclvam’s attacks on 
recent aiqxiiiitmeiits to Selection Posts, the J’rimo Minister characterised as 
thoi-oughly unfair and unhcaldiy, and iswidvcly harmful, “If such dangerous 

mischief” was persisted in, it would lead the c.ountry bnckwanls and 

make them lcs.s fit for Self-Government”, he said. The Prime Minister 
concluded by delcmling the Minister’s recent ducat of resignation on 

an extra-provincial issue, following Gandhiji’s fast. It was not out of mere fan, he 
said, that tiicy wanted to resign; hut because it would not be possible for them to 
function if the crisis was not solveil in a particular manner. It was certainly not to 
trouble the Oiqiosition to take over onr |M>sitiun, he linmoronsly aildcil. The ‘cut” 
motion was pressed by Sir A. T. Pannir^leum and rejected by the House ivithont 
a division. The grant was made in entirety, dlic liemnnd for Lcgisladvc Botlies 
was next discussed and jnussed. nic token ‘cut,” by which a discussion was raised 
as to the privili^cs of the House, was in the end withdrawn. Next flay, the aist. 
March. Buclget grants for District Administration, Jails, Administradon of .Tiisticc, 
and Police, were voted. The demand tor District Ailministration was dispo^ of in 
less than half an hour, the sneaking being confined to the mover of the token ‘cut’ 
and the Kevenue .Minister. Practically the whole of Mr. Praknsam’s reply was 
devoted to the examination of the Opiiositioii plea for more and more communal 
representation in die Berviccs. Mr. Prakasam deprecated the ceaseless talking of 
communal claims; and, quoting the example of Great Britain, he said that no 
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Legislatnre could claim to be democratic, if the attentiou of the Opposition centred 
round jobs and apnointmants and was not directed to the general good of the 
people at large. The discussion on the grant for Judiciary servetl to elicit an im¬ 
portant statement from the Prime Minister on the question of the separation of 
Executive from Judicial functions. The Prime Minister did not appear oppo^ to 
the principle underlying the demand for reform. He contented himself with stating 
that the time was not opiwrtuue for an experiment of the kind straightaway. It 
would now prove a costly luxury and law’s delay—associated with civil courts— 
might be increased to “scandalous" (iroiiortioiia if tiicse courts were to dispense 
jnsticx! in criminal cases also. While maintaining that nothing had been done by 
the Government which justified a cliaiij'c in the existing system, the Premier |x>intcd 
out there was little chance of a fair trial lieing given to the suggested reform at the 
present time when they wore faced with frothy ]H)litical issues. “All sorts of 
motives”, ho said, “would be attributed to us and our failures would boiiome targets 
of attai'ks.” He therefore, idoaded that they should wait till they could take on the 
work of overhauling the system as a whole. Referring to the complaint of the 
absence of Muslim reproseatatioii on the High Court Bench, the Prime Minister 
declared in emphatic terms “that this Government luul nothing whatsoever to do 
with the appointment of High Court Judges and liad no right of recommendation 
or even cousultiUiou.” _ The .Tails demand occasioned a heated debate on the treat¬ 
ment of anti-Hindi prisoners. Both the Miniiter fur Law and tlie Prime Minisiior 
gave the assurance that prisoners, whatever their politics, could always ex|icct fair 
and humane treatment at tlie luunbi of the present Oovornment. Si>eaking on 
the Police demand, tlie Prime Minister rcforreil to “the plenty of good and 
useful work”, wliich the p. I. 1), had now to do, and iustilied the need for the 
retention of the Presidency Police Reserves, until! the Government were 
in a position to “discover a dilToront technique” to put down violence, 
without resorting to counter-violence on tlic part of the Police. 
Next <lay, the asrd. Mareh, the Assembly voted the Budget grant for Electricity. On a 
discussion raised by the Opposition on a token ‘cut’, the Uinistor for Public Works 
made a declaiiition of |iolicy in regaiil to development of electricity in the province in 
the future. All generation of cloctrio energy, thermal or hydro, Mr. Yakub Hasan 
announced, is henceforth to be undertaken departmcntally, no licences being issnerl by 
the Government in this ri^ard to private concerns. Even the distribution of supply, 
the Minister stated, would lie done by the Goveniment themselves as far as possiole, 
with a view primarily to avoid complaints from tlie public of neglect of rural areas. 
The Minister made it clear that it was wholly impri«*ticablc to bring power from 
Mcttnr to Madras, the energy generated by dus system being too inadcqnato to meet 
Ihe demands even from the ucighboiiring districts. Madras, lie ])ointed out, would 
have to deiiend for a very long time on a thermal system; in any case the present 
arrangement by which the Madras Electric Supply Corporation sujipliod power to 
the City and the suburbs, could uot bo disturbed until after seven years when the 
period of licence granted to them would expire. Moving the Demand for Education, 
the hon. Mr. Varkey indicated the linos of reform contemplated by &e Government 
in the educational sphere. In particular, ho referred to Ihe proposed extension 
of the study of Hindustani in a hundred more secondary schools, “emboldened 
by the snccras that had attenderl the Government’s efforts during the current 
year.’’ A debate followed but it did not arouse much interest duo to the lan¬ 
guage difficulty which the House was fr^uently faced with. Encouraged by the 
Speaker, several baok-bonohers on the ministerialist as well as the Opposition side 
spoke in their respective motlicr-tongue. A few who preferred to speak in EngUsh, 
wore pcrsuatled by the Speaker to give^ for the benefit of non-English knowing mem¬ 
bers, the substaneeof their speeches, m Hindustani, Telngu or Tamil, as 9ic case 
might be. On one or two members showing sipis of embarrassment at his repeated 
requests for siieeches in the member’s own mother-tongue, tlie Speaker made a state¬ 
ment. The language problem, he observed, cannot be solved unless the L^islature is 
iini-lin^al. But the best way of getting the proceedings generally imdorstood in the 
House, is for the members and Ministers to give the substance of their English speeches 
in the Indian langu^e in which they were most conversant. Next day, the 24th. Hareh, 
various aspects of the plicy pursued by the Government in the department were 
gone into in detail by the members of the Opxxisition. A few Ministerialists also 
participated in the debate. Speaking as Minister in charge of Finance, the l*rime 
Ministm, the hon. Mr. O. Bajagopalaohari pointed out that every effort was bring 
made to obtain full value for the money spent by way of grants. It was a matter 
for that grants had become a source of disputation between managers and tea> 
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chers who sccmol to bo more interested in money than in the education of children. 
“Wq must cot out of this mt”, ho urged. The hon. Mr. O. J, Varkey, the £!dncatioa 
Minister, fmlowcd with a lengthy speech on Muslim education. Everylhiug possible, 
he claimed, was being done for the educational uplift of this community. The 
Minister sjKike also about the Wardha Scheme of mucation and the compulsory 
study of Hindushmi in 8e;'ondary scIumIs and defended the Government’s policy in 
this rcs|)cct. Over an hour wits taken up in the iliscussion of a point of order aris- 
ing_ from the Sixtikor’s insistence on die members aiidrcssing the House in English, 
giving the substance of their remarks in one or other of the Indian languages they were 
conversant with, for the benefit of the noii-Englisli knowing members. The Speaker 
wound up die ((cimte with an c.'chaiistivc stitement of the fiosition and a ruling tlmt it 
was perfectly proper on his part in directing that every member who sixiko in English 
shuiiid, before resuming Ids sent, accominodatc die noii-Eiigiish knowing members by 
Bjicaking fora few minutes in Tamil, 'i'clugiior J findustaiii so that the business of a 
multi-lingual ilouse might lie carried on with greater ctHcicney and to the satisfac¬ 
tion of cvcryliody. .Vc.\.t day, the 250i. March, die Jindget demands for Medical 
and Public flcalih were granted, A prolongcil deiiate took i>lace on token ‘cut’ mo¬ 
tions intendeti ’o elucidate tlic |iolic.y of the Government in the two departments. 
The Minister put in a vigorous dcfoiioc of die Government sehemns of reo^anisadon 
in the Medical and L'lihlie llcaldi julniinistriidon with ]>artieular reference to the 
standardisation (.i education, the extension of the honorary medical system, the enlar¬ 
gement of the nursing service, and rural health work. Dr, Rajan devoted a great 
ilcid of attention to unswering criticisms of die itllcgcd aiilipathy of the Government 
in regard to indigenous systems of moUcinc and to cxiiosing “the mischievous attem¬ 
pts of interested iicrsoiis to discredit the Govemmeut.” “There is no use talking big 
in matters of nmdiciuc ; ami patriotism ami Rcuiiment sliould not override common- 
sense and reason”, d>c Minister ulmerved', and he assured the House that the Govern¬ 
ment were always prepared to encourage the mlvmicemeiit of indigenous systems to 
die extent iiossiiilc. Dr. Kajau’s remarks on the working of the honorary system 
wore intended to disiicl the appreheusioii of critics that the standard of efficiency and 
service in hospitals stood to suftcr liy the replacement of paid men by honoraries. 
The Minister empliutically rci>ndiate<I die acciiBution made by one or two membera 
in this resiioct, and maintained diat apiiointccs to honorary posts were fdl men ot 
high qualifications aud approvol merit and that no considerations of caste, creed or 
colour ever weighed with die Government in making the scleetious. Tlie ‘cut’ modons 
were readily withdrawn by the rcsiicctlve movers and the grants asked for were made 
ill full. 'Die Jloiise dicn adjourneil dll Monday, the 27th. March, when it granted 
the demands iiiuler the lioiids ACTicultiirc, Veterinary aud Co-o))erative. Bpeoking on 
the C3o-o|)crative deinaml, the lion. Mr. V. V, Uiri claimed tliat the Co-operative 
movement had now turned the corner and ho fdt confident that with the cotidnued 
Biipiiortof noil ■ollicials, it would grow from strength to strength. The Veterinary 
demand was passed in a trice, no nicmlier rising to move a ‘cut’ The Revenue Minis¬ 
ter annoiincea, during the discussion on supplementary grants, the Government’s in- 
fenlioii to appoint a Oomniittce to go into the question of the Malabar Land Tenure. 
Next day, the 28th. March, a declaration of the ( tovornment’s atdtndo towards stay-in- 
strikes was mwlc by the Prime Mininter during the debate on Industrial and Lanour 
Policy. Hi.ny-in strikes, the J’rimo Minister observed, virtuaUy constituted forcible 
occupation of premises and forcible )iossession of machinery, euch methods, in his 
view, wore a mockery of non-violence and contrary to the spirit of collective bargai¬ 
ning. Btay-iii-strikes were nothing sliort of civil lUsobcdicnco of Government orders 
and it could not, in the least, be permitted. Stamling at the gates of the premises 
so as to prcveiit ingress mid egress, lying across the drive and otherwise blocking 
the way, were in no sense iicaectul |iiekciiiig, tlic Prime Minister urged. “And so 
long as Ixvliouv leailcrs ctuiiiot giuirtuitce iiouicful picketing”, lie declaim, “I do not 
hesitate 1o say the Police are bouii<l to lie sent there to preserve law and order. It 
is (lifneiilt for me to submit to a iwlicy which will involve physical violence of any 
kind.” The Prime Minister added : “fcto long as wo have the system by whim 
Capital and Ltbotir botli play their part in prouiiclion, it is absolutdy essential for 
us to soenre tiust and confidence on both sides mid deal justly and fairly with each 
otoer,” A note of warning to the Xolioitr Icadcis was uttered by the Prime 
Minister in closing : “1^ before we arc able to introduce and establish a new order in 
oiir country, we jirocecil in the nimiiicr in which wo have been proceeding, which leads 
^together to want of coiiiidcuee on the )>aTl of Cfapital, what will happen is greater 
and greater unemployment in our countiy. I will be sorw to see the mills closing 
down for wiuit of dthcr in the Govenimout or in Labour.” He appealed for 
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co-operation and ooun^e on the part of Labour leaders to stand for what they fdt 
to bo right, oven if it should displease their following for the moment. The 
Minister/or In-iustries and Labour, who followed, also condemned stay-in strikes 
in unoqoivoeal terms. Even as a Laljour leader for over two decades, who 
himself conducted several strikes, Mr. Giri said that his advice to Labour lutd always 
been to avoid such undesirable methods. Wliile the workers hod always the right 
to strike as a last resort, a recourse to coercive processes would weaken the cause 
of Ijabour and doAnitcly put them in wrong. The ‘cut’ motion was withdrawn and 
the demand for Industries was granted, 'fhe other demands under the hciuls 
Fisheries, Miscellaneous Departments and Civil Works were discnssetl in detail 
and carried without a ‘cut.’ Next day, the 80th. March, with the voting on 
the Famine Grant, which was reserved for the last, the dismission of the 
Budget for 1939-40 concluded. As many ns fourteen members sjioke on the 
famine conditions prevailing in several ilistricts and pressed the need for 
tweventive measures. The llevanue Minister recounted the cllbrts made by his 
Department to relievo the distress in the affAtted area.s. “Wo cannot pretend,” 
he observed, ‘'to have given adequate relief to all the sniTcrers; but we can say with 
confidence that all that is humanly iiossiblo has been done.” The Famine Committee’s 
Bejmrt was under the scrutiny of the Government, Mr. f’rrtAasom^informed the 
House The Committee, he said, hmt mailc valuable recommendations and if and 
when they were given effect to the Ceded DistriiUa would he turned into a luxuriant 
garden, making tor the prosperity of a long-snirciing jicople. Mr. I’rakasam announced 
that the Tungabiulra combined irrigation and )x>wer Frojeet and tlic Peniiar-Kiimu- 
davalli Sehome were to bo taken on hand without further delay. ‘‘When these, 
among others, are completed, I have not the slightest doubt,” Air. Prakasam said, 
“about the economic well-being of the areas now fiwod with recurring famine.” 
Finally. Mr. Prakasam referred to tlie recent experiments in Electro-culture and claimeil 
for it a great future in the field of animal health and agricultural jinxluction. 
Voting on Budget grants at this stage concluded and the ilouso adjuurneil. 

The Toua(!co Taxation Bn,i, 

81st. MARCH The Tobnc.co Taxation of Rales and Licensing Bill was 
referred to a Select Commitlee on the motion of the Prime Minister to¬ 
day. Most of the members of the Opposition directed their main attack on 
the monopoly vend which, in their view, wonhl adversely affect the producer. 
At least for the sake of “not killing the goose tliat laid golden eggs”, tlio 
Prime Minister gave the assurance tluit ho was “iiersuadable to accept proimsals” 
in Uio Committee stage for changes, if necessary The I’rirao Minister clmracteriscd 
the Opposition fears in this respau, as liighly exaggerated and maintained that the 
evil effects of the moiiojioly vend would ho reduced to a minimum by the operation 
of the principle of competition, lie eniresswl his gratilii-atioii that too JUll was 
blessed by such an imfiortant member of too Opiiosition as Mr. Appadurai Pillai, 

Entertainments Taxation 

The Assembly next passed too Entertainments Bill ns it liad emerged from toe 
select committee. The Bill provides for the levy of a tax on amuscinents and other 
enterttunments too reiical of toe Madras Ixxial AuUioritics Entertainment Act. 1^6, 
and p^ment of compensation to local authorities, now levying a lax under that 
Act. 'rhe amount of tax to bo levied ranges from three jiies to Ks. 2/-, three i»ies 
on all payments for admission of not more than two annas, and Its. 2 on all 
payments of Rs. 10 or more. An ojiposition amendment that tocrc should be no 
tax on payments of two annas or less was ni^ativcd. 

The Sai.es Tax Bim. 

Moving next the reference of toe Sales Tax Bill to a Sclc<;t Comraittc, the 
Prime Minister spoke for about forty miiiiites in defence of ‘‘an unpopular measure.” 
He claimed that many of toe OpiKisition groups, in awsepting toe Proliibition 
Policy of the Government, had alr^y given their implied sanction to too Minis¬ 
try for finding money to make up too loss in excise income. Situated as the 
Government were at present, with limited sources from which to tap the ncci»sary 
funds, toe Prime Minister doidarcd toat it became imjiossiblo for thorn to discover 
any tax as paying, elastic and satisfactoiy, as proi> 08 od to be levied. In view of 
all toat they had done “before undertaking tois unpleasant task”, it was ifUe to 
think, said the Prime Minister, of any other form oi taxation, and those affected 
had no alternative but to put up with what little', inconvenience and disturbance 
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that miaht be caused to tlie existing order. *Tf we are to give this np, it will 
pTar.lically mean that we have to give up the whole game,” the Prime Minister 
added. Ilaving fixol the ‘solid foundation” on which the Bill stood, the Prime 
Minister pointeil out that it was u]i to the Select Committee to subject the provi¬ 
sions to a thorougli examination and modify them to the extent possible. Mr. 
Abdul Hameed kfan'o dilatory motion to circulate the Bill for dieting public 
opinion was rejected. Ihe Prime Minister’s main proposition to refer the Bill to 
a Select Committee was under discussion when the House adjourned till the next 
day, the 1st. April, when tl\e Bill was referred to a select committee. Mr. W, K, 
M. Langley, leiuler of the Kuroiiean Group, opjxming the motion, characterized the 
Bill as the most ii ipojnilar measure of taxation ever introduced in the Madras 
Assembly or elsewhere in India. He declared tluit the measure was going to mean 
a ticmondously heavy imiwsition for which he could find no justification. The 
House then adjourned till Monday, the Srd. April, when it disposed of four 
Government Bills. They were tlio Local Boards and District Municipalities Amend’ 
went Bill, the Bi>rsinl Sclaujls Amendment Bill, the iiaUrmiy Benefils Amend¬ 
ment Bill and the Tirumnlai-Tirupalhi Devaslhanams Amendriient Bill, 
The House tlicn adjounicd to meet again on the 24th. instant. 

TtiE Toiia<S!0 Taxation Bill (l-onti>,) . 

24th. to 26th. APRIL The Assembly conuncnccd the detailed consideration of the 
Tobacco Tax Bill to-day. The discussion on amcndmciits to clauses was preced¬ 
ed by a general de late, lasting over two hoiuis, on the Bill, as it emerged from 
the Select Commitr,.xii. The Prime Minister argued in defaice of the measure ami 
contended that the rates of taxation tivoinml wore not high and such as to 
break "the back of tlie camel. ‘Tobiu'co”, tiic Prime Minister observed, “was a 

sturdy camel ami it will lie long long licfore the last straw is raised on its 

strong back.” The Prime Minister addetl tliat the taxation had been properly 
rated in the Bill, uilh due regard to the coinage, the poverty of tlie country and 
the articles concernod. In his view, tlierc was no jnstinention to give any atlvan- 
tage to the tobacco tnulcr. To rctlnce the rale would mean presentation of the 
raluccd amount to tlie dwdor. “For a poison of this kind, to which we can 
only extonil our toleration,” the Prime Minister declared “it was not right 
to give deiders a loiiniy. The Prime Minister annoumted that he propmed 

to bring in an nm<! idmcjit at a inter stage to exempt retail dealers of nnmanu- 

fuctured toimcco iioni taxation, in the same manner as wholesale dealers in 
unmanufactured toliacco have been exemptctl. 'Jlic Opiiosition moved amendments 
to drop the turn-oxor tax on tobacco and to nsliice Uie rales provided for. All 
the amendments were negatived. On the ne.\tday, the 25tli. April, the House 
proceeded with the third reiuliug of the Bill. On the motion of the Premier, the 
House neceirted an aiiiciKlment that every retail dealer ahall pay a tax in each 
year on his retail sale's of manufactiircil toliacco of Ks. 0 if such turnover docs 
not exceed Its. and Ka. 12 if such turnover exceeds Bs. ‘200 but does not 

exceed Ks. <i(X). If such turnover cxccciIh Ks. 400 the tax is fixed at tliree per 
cent on the first Ks, 4<KI of the turnover and ten iicr cent on the remainder of 
the turnover. All omnnJmeiils to the Bill liavhig been distioscd of, the Premier 
moved that Section 17 of the Assembly Uiiles he siisjiended and official business 
be transai^tod on the iie.\tday. 'I'his wasagrewl to and, accordingly, the tliird reading 
of the Bill was taken up on the next day, the 26th. April, when it was passed. 
The lion. Mr. C, RajugopalacUari, the Ihrmier, hoped that he would get the 
co-operation of all sections of the House in administering the measure in the 
best manner pssibk. 

ViLLAOF. Officers TIbstokation Biu. 

Two mo'.o BilH the Restoration of Village OHieers (Valiilation) Bill and the 
Moilnis Children’s (Amendment) Bill, wore passed. The first named measure 
sought to validate the restoration of village ofticers who lost their oflices for 
association or conm^xion with iiolitical movements. 

CmiiiiRES’s Amendment Bill 

The Children’s (Amendment) Bill gave imwer to the Chief Inspector of 
Certifi^ Schools b.) order, in urgent cases, tlie release on licence of a youthful 
orteiidcr or child detained in a certified sehool- a power hitherto vested in the 
managers of the scliool. The Govoriiinent coubl under the Act, order the transf^ 
of a youthful ofieii<ler or child from one ccrtifiol school to another. To avoid 
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dcilay provision had been made in the Bill for delegating their power to the 
Ghim Inspector himself. The House then adjourned to meet again on May & 

Thk SAtEs Tax Bill (coxtd.) 

8th. to 18th.^ MATThe Sales Tax Bill, as roiKtrtcd by the Select Committee, was 
taken up for discussion to-day. The Prime Minister, moving that Ihe Bill be 
taken into consideration, defended the provisions and (hxdared that the measure 
was not a “rash adventure”. The Bill, the Prime Minister observed, has suflici- 
mit precedents in western countries; and quoted tito exam]>lo of “tlircc Domini¬ 
ons of British Commonwealth, twentyiiine States of tlie U. S. A., twelve 
countries of Europe and six republics of Sonth America”, where a general sales 
tax had been resorted ta Tlic IVimc Minister contended that the incideneu of 
the proposed t^ation was light enough and concluded by iiivituig tlic members 
of the Opposition projiosiug to move amendments, to mnforcc their arguments 
with reasons so as to carry conviction to the House. A motion to postpone the 
consideration of the Bill for six months was moved by Mr. P. Khalifullah Saheb and 
was supported by Mr. W, K. M. Langley nrotesling against the “tremendous haste” in 
pushing through without eno^uiry a Bill, wnich might turn to be an engine of oppression. 
Hext day. the 8th. May, the House by 116 votes to 36, rejui^ted tJie OpposiUon motion 
to iioatpone the consideration of the Bill for a ticriod of six months. “After hearing 
all that had been stated by the Opiiosition”, the Prime Minister stated, in replying to 
the d^ate, “I cannot refrain from saying that I am more and more convinccii that it 
is just the tax that one can jKtssibly conceive of for tliis loor county.” He added 
that it was a just tax also. The Prime Minister’s motion for the consideration of the 
Bill was carriro by the same majority and the House then proceeded with the dis¬ 
cussion of the clauses of the Bill. When the iletinition of Uic term “dealer” was 
taken up, a point of order was raised by Kumararaja M, A. Muthia Chettiar that the 
House was not comiietcnt to make a provision covering “buying” under “sale”. The 
Speaker over-ruled the objection hohling that tho provisions of the Bill “which relate 
to the levy of the tax from the buyer arc not ultra vires”. The disenssion was adjour¬ 
ned till the llth. May when, by 103 votes to 28, the House decided to retain tho provi¬ 
sion for the levy of a tax of Rs. five a month on every dealer whose annual turn¬ 
over did not exceed rupees twenty thousand. The Opposition pleaded for a substontial 
reduction in the rate; but the ih-ime Minister contended that the scale proposed was 
proper; and that the amendments for reduction were sought to be ]>resscd in a spirit 
of bargaining. “If a general sales tax is to be levied at all,” tlie Prime Minister 
declared, “it must be worth while; and anything less tlmn half a per cent on the 
turn-over exceeding rn])cc8 twenty thousand would not ])rodiice a decent amount.” 
Much of the subs^uent discussion turned on the ' uncompromising attitude of the 
IMme Minister”, an<l member after member of Bic Opjjosilioii criticised it in connec¬ 
tion with the amendment of Mr. Abdul Hamcni Khan to reijliicc the rate to one-eightii 
of a per cent. Mr. W. K, M. Langley, who hwi given notice of an amendment to bring 
down the rate to onc-quartcr per cent, intimated to the House the decision of the 
European Gronp not to nartici|iatc furtlmr in the consideration of the measure, having 
regard to Ae attitude adopted by the l*rimc Minister and tho CTOvernmcut towards 
the Opposition arguments. Smcc the start of the debate, Mr. Langley r«^rcttod to say, 
not only the Premier and the Government generally liavc sliown a eomplcto disregara 
both of the arguments adduced by the 8|)cakerH themselves but any reply to any 
arguments that has been advanced has l^Ji mode more by way of assertion than 
argument. He complained that the OpjKwition case had been prejudged by the IMroe 
Minister. _ Next day, toe 12th. May, toe Assembly voted, by a majority or 100 to 26, 
toe retmtion in toe Bill of toe rate of one luilf of one jmr cent on turnover exceeding 
rupc(» twenty thousand. Practically too whole of the day, toe House was engaged iii 
toe d^ussion of toe amendment of Mr. Abdul Hameed Khan to reduce toe rate to 
one-^hto of one per cent. Bevcral members of the Opjmsition groups pleaded hard 
with toe Prime Minister to agree to a lower rate. The Leader of the Opposition made 
a fervent appeal to toe Government not _ to disr<$;ard too strong public feeling roused 
against toe measure. Having^ failed to justify it on the groimd of emmgency of any 
great magnitude, toe Prime Minister was, Mr. Muthia Chettiar warned, simply driving 
toe people to despair. “If the Premier is prepared to negotiate for a reason^lc rato 
I am ready and toe country is ready”, ho submitted. In a speech lasting one full 
hour, toe Prime Minister defended toe measure and tho scale of taxation propos^. 
No case, he observed, had been made out by the Opposition that toe rate of onc-half 
of one per cent was wrong and unreasonable and that it callod for a reduction. Much 
of toe apprehension voiced by too Opposition as to toe possible yield from toe proposed 
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taxation, was, in the Premier’s opinion, based on ooniccturcs. Even on a most liberal 
ealeulation, not more than from a crure to a tti-orc and a half could be exfiected, be 
said. And knowing the recurring deficit in the ftiiiinccs due to progressive loss in drink 
revenue, the rate of lax intended to be levied could I>y no means bo considered unreason¬ 
able. The IMme Minister emphnsised that tlicy could not do any good to his province 
unless they levied this tax, which apart from bringing them the needed revenue, 
would result in a juster distribution of burden of taxation in the yirovince. The 
Prime Minister desired the Opyxisition to Irelievc that tliis was his carefully considered 
oonchision. He might be wrong, he sauI, but he could not be charged witli ‘obstinacy’ 
or ‘disinclination.’ “If wo get more than a crore or a crore and a half”, the Prime 
Minister finally remarkeil, ‘‘sei/c mo by the top-knot and demand a reiluction in tlie 
rate. Who then can witlistand the request f” Piirtlier, the IMine Minister added 
that if he made prnjoaals for wasting this ill-gotten money. Uiey would be entitled 
to take him down from the tlironc of thorns and put him in the proper place. Next 
tlay, the IStb. May, the Assembly eoncindi'd the eonsidcration of the lUil within two 
hours of the eommencement of the pns-ceiUiigs. Menibers of the Oyqiositioii, exceyit 
four belonging to the Enropean liloc, walked out at tlie very outset, declining to parti¬ 
cipate in the proeeeiUugs as a protest against the “iinreKiionsiveatlilnde of wo Govern¬ 
ment.” Clause 3, the further consideration of which was left over from the previous 
night, and tlie snliscriuent clauses were all yxisscd without any discussion. The 
Premier syiokc again at liaigth during tile tliird icadiiig, justifying the measure and the 
scale of tax. lie c.xprcssed the ho])n that bulk of the iijijirdiensions felt in business 
circles would soon c lear and that they would find that the Bill was not a bad one. 
The indirect effects of the measure, lie. hoj cil, would be to give a Kcnlthjr tone to the 
business structure in the province. Mr. Hodymi, once again, marked his v'rotest on 
b^alf of the Euro;<cun group, reiterating that there was no ^iislifieatiou for the 
proiiuscd tax at the yu'cscnt time, and that in any case, the Bill in the form it was 
put through, liad been badly di'signcil. Tlic motion that the Bill be yiasscd 
into law was put to the House and earruxl amidst Ministerialist cheers 
and applause from a Itirge liody of visitors in the gtillcry and ontsidc the House. 
The Assembly was then adjourned sine die. 


Proceedings of the Madras Council 

Winter Setiion—Madras—27th. January to ZOth. February 1939 

HlSCUSStON OF OFFICIAt, BlIXS 

The Winter Session of the Madras Lc^jislativc ('ouneil commenced at Madras 
on the 27th. Jannary liKW with tlie Uon. Dr. U. Rama Bau, the Ihcsideiit, in the chair. 
At the outset a coiidoleneo resolution relating to tlic untimidy dea^ of Mr. 
K. Raman Memw, Ijic Miiiistor, was jiassed. The Madras Adulteration Act (Amende 
illy) Rill and tlic RUl to Amend the Madras Berentw Recovery Act as pass^ by 
the Assembly were iwisidered and passctl. The hon. Mr. C. a. Varkey, Minister 
for Education next nwveil Uiat the BUI for abolition of District Education Councils, ns 
passed liythe Assembly, be taken into I'onstdcratiun. Olijeetion was taken by Mr, 
AT. R. Samiappa Mudaliar to the wtiisidcration of the Bill on the grotuid that rules 
relating to notice had not been eomyilied with. The Vromier exjilaijied Uiat the Bill 
was circulated to all members as early as the -“ind instant and that should be 
deemed to satisfy tlic rule relating to notice. Next day, tlie 28th. January, the bill 
was adopt^ Dr. T. R. 8. Rajan, Minister for Public Health next moved that the Public 
Health Bill, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. Sir Muhammad 
Usman, BU))])orung, said that tlic Bill snpplicil a real wont and the Health Minister 
deserved their warm congratulations. Mr. D. M. /feirfand Dr P. J. Thomas also 
spoke supporting the- measure, bhrllier discussion was adjourned till Monday the 
SOth. January, when the Bill was passed by Uic House. 

Estaces Land CetMMriTKK Bkpoht 

The Estates Laud Act Commitcc’s Itcimrl was next taken up for discussion. The 
debate was continued till the 8rd. February, when the House concluded consideration of 
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the Report. The motion of Mr. Jogiah Pantulu recommendinf; to the Government 
“to bring in I^islation at an early date on the general ba'ie of the majority recom¬ 
mendations” was pnsseil. The amendments of Mr J. A. Saldanha and Mr. Narayana- 
swami Naidu wore n^atived. Winding up his speedi, the Revenue Minister 
app^ed to Uie “oppositionists to revise thdr views with w^ard to the Report, in 
the light of facts and figures pliuicd by him before the House.” Mr. rrakasam. 
reiterated his contention that znmindars were not owners of the soil and that 
ownership of the soil was in the ry<rt Fixity of tenure and fixity of rent, he said, 
were the two vitaljwints that had been deidarcd and confirmed under the Permanent 
Settlement of 1802. The /.amindars, therefore, eonld not enhance rent, nor exmld 
they claim ownership of land. Mr. Prakasam refuted the allegations that tliere 
were jiolitical motives behind the nmjority recommendations. Ho de«dared that 
when the ryots’ rights as cnunciaUHl by the Committee had been upheld by the 
Privy Council it was not right for mcmlmrs to suggest that the report smelt 
of Moscow and Commniiisin. The tlouiicil Uien ndjonmod to meet on the 20th 
instant, when the budget was ])rcscntcd. 

Surpi.EMKNTAaY Demanps pok Grants 

25th. MARCH t—Tho next meeting of the Council was hchl on the 25th. March 
when it diH(!uased the Bn|)plcmentary Statement of Demands for further esjieudi- 
turo for 19:-®-39. On a point raised by the Prime Minister, the President ruled 
that discussion should be strictly confined to the items mid the subject-matter of 
Uio various flemands aTKl that speeches should not cover the whole field of adminis¬ 
trative aetivity or policy of the Government as on the introduction of the primary 
budget. The Ministers replied to the various ;ioitiis ridsed in flio debate, the Prime 
Minister taking the opportunity of answoriug critics of Ihe action of the Govern¬ 
ment in iutrodneing the study of HindnsUmi in schools. The Council then adjourned 
sine die. 

May ScMion—Madras—11th. to 19th. May 1939 

Esturtainuents Tax Bjh 

~ The May session of the Council commenced on tlie Itth. May. Two Bills, one for 
levying tax on amusements and other ciitcrlaiiiments in tlie province of Madras and 
the other to givejxjwer to the Government to debar presidents and vice-pre8idej)ts of 
locals bodies who had been removed from o’iiec from standing for re-election for a 
oertaiu period, ns passed by tlie Assembly, were taken into consideration and passeiL. 
Next day, the ISth. May, after question fime, the Council ]>ussed three Bills, 
one to amend the Maternity Jienefit Act, the other to amend Borstal Schools Act 
and the third to amend the Tirumalai-Tirupati Devasthanams Act. 

The Toim;co Taxation Bit.l 

Tho Tobacco Taxation Bill, ns passed by the Assembly, was then discussed. 
The debate was continued from day to day till the 15th. May when a number of 
amendments were moved by incrabei-s of flic Ojiiiosltion to the definitions and 
taxation clauses of tlie Bill I'ivery one of them was opposed by the Prime 
Minister and negatived by the House. The second reading of tlie Bill occupied 
nearly three hours. The tliird reading stood adjourned till tho next day, the 16th. 
May, when after a lengthy debate, in which many members of the Opixiaitioii 
participated, the House adopted the Prime minister’s motion that the Bill be 
passed into law'. 

The Bill to validate the restoration of village ofiicers and tho Children’s Act 
Amendment Bill, wore passed without any ehiuigcs. Mr. Abdul Wahab Bhukari’s 
Mappilla Morumakkathayum Bill was also ]>assrd. 

Tub Sales Tax Buj, 

17th. to 19lh. MAY:—The Sales Tax Bill, as passed by tho Assembly, came up for 
consideration on the 17th. May. An Op|>osition point of order on the ground that tlireo 
clear days’ notice bad not been given to the members, was ruled out by the 
PresidmU, who held that the reqiurcmcnts of the rules had been complied with, as 
the Bill was in tlie hands of members as early as Sunday. A few dilatory motions 
moved by the Leader of the Opposition and two other jncmlwi-s, wore rejected by tlie 
Hou^ Sir Frank Btrlcy anil Sir Mahomed Usman opposing them. The Prime 
Minister defended the Bill and contended that what was sou^t to bo imposed was 
a just tax. He was much mote conviueod uow, he said, tiian ever before t^t 
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the tftx was a proper one and was not calculated to bo regressive on trade. 
Next day, the I8th. MAY, the IToiiae, after a further discassion for Uiree hours, 
carried me Prime Minisler’s motion to lake the Bill into consideration. The House 
then preceded to conshler the Bill, clause by clause. Members of the Opiwsi- 
tion moved amendments to the definition and the taxation clauses. The amend¬ 
ments were oi)[) 08 Ctl bv the Premier and negatived by the Uonsc. JSir K, V, 
RediK Naidu, opiKtsing,* said tliat there wms countrywide agitation i^jiunst tlie'I’ax. 
He characterised it as a “iiernhuous tax.” 'flic Tlcvenne Minister. Mr. Prakasam 
said that the tax would never allbc-t tlic jHior. Dr. P, J. Thomas said that if 
they wanted to improve the lot of the |ioor, it was necessary tliat the Govern¬ 
ment should have more revenue. In most of the western countries and America, 
such a tax was imiwseil anil it conld not be said Unit tnulc luid lieen affeiitcd thereby. 
Next day, the 19th May, the third reading of the Hill was nassod. All (Inposi- 
tion amendments were either rcjnctetl or withdrawn; and the Bill did not 
undergo any change whatever in this House. An hour after the commencement 
of the sitting, when the discussion of the main claiisca was over and only a few 
amendments to siibsidiavy provisions reniaiiir.d to be disiioscd of, members 
of Uie Opixwitiou belonging to Uic .Instice iiiid National Democratic groups, 
eleven all told, walkcil out of the House. Both Mr. N. R. Samiappa 
Mudalinr, Ijcadcr of the Opjiositioii, and !Sir AT. V, Reddi, Leader of 
National Democrats. (Icolared Unit no useful purpose would be served 
by continuing to take part in the fiirUiev consideration of the Bill, 
having reg.ard to thf- uii-ompromising attilndc of the Prime Minister. Sir K. V. 
Itcildi added that the Prime Minister luid faded to shoiv even ordinary Parlia¬ 
mentary courtesies liic to the Opiswitioii. .\s Sir K, V. Redli, along with 
three of his follmvurs, was leaving the House, t ic Prime Miniater requested 
>Sir K. V. lltsldi to cxidiun hU ira;)nt4iUon regaulii'K the Prime Minister’s 
iat!k of eourtesy. Sir K. V. Ueddi, not resisinding, the I’rime Minister siibinittod 
to the House that ho was not conscious of having liocn discourleous to the 
OptHtsiUon at all. T.ic President agi’ceil. Sir Mahomed Usman, Sir Frank Birley 
and Dr. P. J. Thonas did not join in the walk-out. 'fhey rcraainctl in their 
scats and all the three simkc on the motion for the tliird reeling. Sir Frank 
congratulated the Premier on his urbanity and uniform courtesy and observed 
that a lesser man than ho “would Inive lost bis Icmjsjr and tierhaps been ruder 
to us tWn wc were to him.” 'fho House then adjourncsl sina die. 
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Proceedings of the Bombay Assembly 

Budget Session—Bombay~3rd. February to 22nd. April 1939 

Discussion or OmoiAB Bibi.s 

The Budj'ct Session of the Hombay Ijo^'islnlivc Assembly commenced at 
Bombay on the 3rd. Fobmary 19.30 and eoiiUnncd for eijibty days till the 22nd. 
April. The hon. Mr. O, V. Afavlanker, Sixsikcr, prcsidwl. Two official Bills, 
one to amend the Bombay Diatricl Police Act and the other to amend the 
Bomlmy Weights and Measures Act were passol. The first Bill cm))owcrcd the 
District Superintendent of Foliec to dcleKate, with the ))rc\’iouB sanction of the 
Government, any of his powers to an Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of 
Foliec. The second Bill was designed to make more cfTeclive the provision of the 
Weights and Haas arcs Act 19:{2. Hidicrto, it has licon found difficult to secure 
a conviction under the Act. It is not always jiossiblo to jirovo that unauthori' 
sod, unverified or unstamped weights or measures wore aotnally used or kept for 
use in trade. According to the amoiiding Bill, it is pro]:)o.scd that in coses where 
any sueh weight or measure is in ixw'scssion of a trader or his employee, it 
should be presumed, until the contrary is proved, that it was in his (losscssion 
for use for trade. 

The Oomday Tenancy Bibb 

'6th. to 10th. FEBRUAHYThe discussion of the Bombay Tenancy Billwas.re- 
snmed on the 6th. Feb. Rao Bahadur O K, Chitale opposcrl the Bill on tire ground 
that ho was not satisfied with the necessity of the Bill. The state of landlords 
was no whit bettor to-day than that of their tenants. The Bill would only 
widen the cleavage in the relations between the landlonls and tenants and lend 
to class war. Mr. Karandiknr, opposing the Bill, argued tliat the Bill was 
expropriatory in cliaractcr. When the a^uisition of preseriptive right required 
adverse possession for twelve years and more, the conferment of permanency of 
tenure should have a basis of a longer period than six years. What tenants 
needed today was reduction of land revenue and h-xmessiug of fallow lands for 
cultivation. Mr. Ismail Ibrahim Chundrigar felt that the condition imposed on 
the tenants for rciaining the right of permanency was too hard to be fulfilled. 
Instead of restricting the application of the law to the holders of more than 
39J acres of land, Mr, Chundrigar staled, (he qualification of the tenant alone 
shouhl have been made the criterion for the application of the law. Rao Bahadur 

R. R, Bhole^ pointed out th,at the benefits accruing to the tenant fell far short of 
tho expectations aroused when the Congress took olficc. T’lie projioBod legislation 
would affect only a very small perccnhxgo of the population. He advocated a 
more radical measure on the lines of measures in other Congress l*rovinces. Mr. 

S. H. Jhabvala opposed the Bill on tlie groutul that it retained too many safegu¬ 
ards in favour of tho landlord to be of benefit to tho t^ants. Ho desired the 
^ngress Govranment to bring to bear on thdr outlook the spirit in which 
Mahatma Gandhi had replied to Mr. Ranmy Macdonald in tho soeond Itound 
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Table Oonferonce when ho said that 0707 santtfl would be sernlinised if tlte 
ConKresB came to niwor. Mr. Jhabvala advocated a more radical measure for 
relievinfc_ tenants. Mr. P. W. Wagh observed that the Bill was enlenlated to 
create dissensions and distinctions in the ranks of both tenants and landlords. 
The discussion was adjourned tiil Wednesday next, the 8 U 1 . February, when 
Sardar Vinchoorker said that die Bill sou{;ht to reduce the status of die landlord 
to a nominal one. He requested die Government not to rush through the Bill. 
According to him, it wns not insecurity of tenure that took away the incentive on 
the mrt of the tciimit to tm]>rove his holding, but the un(H.*onomic prices obtained 
for his produce. Bir Ohinubhni Madhowlal found in the Bill a soeialistio tendency 
which was being increasingly felt in the Congress, as was indicated by the recent 
Oongress Presidential election. He cxplaiiicvt from his own experience that the 
relation between landlords and tenants hail remninerl cordial aim would only be 
disturbed by the present Bill. He mqioscd die Bill in toto and requested die 
Government to withilraw the Bill. Mr. D. F, rerroiru, ojqiosing the Bill, said 
what wag needed was not a Bill of diis nature Imt industrial (Icvelopmcnt and 
rund monstructiun. While the Bill com|iellcd the huidlord to retain the tenant, 
it did not reciprocally oomixil the tenant to remain on die land. A good many 
ngricultiirists were migrating to industrial towns, loiiving agrlcnltura Mr. K. S. 
Firodia supported the Bill, fie was surjirised that in all the criticism levelled 
against the measure, no constructive suggestions hiul been advanced. Bpokesraen 
of landlords bad coinicmncd the Bill as expropriatory, while others had rejected it 
as altbrding very inadiqiiate benefit to die tenant class. Answering the various sign- 
ments, he imiiitM out that the Bill only tried to regulate the relation between 
landlords and tenants. Qlic principle of the Bill was that the tcinuit should have 
such an interest in his holding us to create in him an incentive for improving 
die land. Next day, the i<th. February, Bir A. M. K. Dehlavi said diat both 
landlords and tenants were opposed to the Bill. When there was no demmid from 
the tenants, he did not undcrstaml why the Government should, with brcak*neck 
Sliced, rush through a piere of Icgisladoii which did not even touch the fringe of 
the tenancy problem. The Bill was at best only a palHalivo measure. While his 
Party was at one with the Congress in dieir desire to ameliorate the condition of 
the )icnsantry, it was definitely opiioscd to the nrineiplc of “expropriation of private 
pro|)crty, wuich semod to underlie the Bill.” Mr. Jammdas tivhta felt that die 
Clovciiimcnt were introducing a Bill, which, while it miulo die landlords ]innicky 
about the bogey of expropriation, did not aflbrd any real protection to the tenants. 
According to him wiuit the landlords would lose was a mere sentimental right of 
property. Clause Bix ot the Bill, giving the landlords the right to terminate 
'protected tenancy” at one year’s notice for ugricullnrid or non-awiculturol ))uriH>scB, 
ill fact, defeated die whole aiijcct of the Bill, Thu bon. Mr. Mwarji Lesai, 
Itcvcnne Minister, in reply, said that tenancy Icgislulion wns a pressing and 
imminent necessity and it was wroiii' to say dial die tciinnts did not want any 
such measure and only certain "agitators’* waiitcil it. llie principle of the Bill 
was the protection oi tenants, and though not iMufect, the Bill souglit to remove 
the old unequid relatioiiH between landlords and tenants, which were feudal 
in principle and out of date now. 11c apimiied to liuidlords to iiiiilorstand die 
spirit of the Bill so ihat better and projicr relations might be established between 
landlords and the tenants. Tlic first rending of die Bill wns passed by to 4:t 
votes and the House adjoumed till die next day, the 10th. February, when the 
Hon. Mr. Morarji Desui moved for Its reference to n Bclout Committee. 
Mr. O. K. Phadke (Thann) moved an amendment that the Bill bo circulated 
for two months for the purjiosc of eliciting puiilic opinion. The amcndincnt was 
defeated. Another amendment moved Iiy Mr. Jatnuadas Mehta for inclusion of two 
more members of the House in die Bclect Oiininitiec was rejected by the House, 
'ibe original motion was put to the vole und carried, 

Tub ViLi-AOE Pan<!iiayats Bili, 

10th. to 18th. FFBBCARY:—^Thc House took up on din lOth. Feb. the second reading 
of die Bombay Village I’ancliayats (Amend.) Bill ns amended by die Beloct Com- 
mittoc.. The Bill souglit to amend die Bomliay Village I’anchnyats Act of lOiiS with 
die object of “rerooi ing the difiiciillies which rctaiil the development and growth 
of village pancluvyais und in order to dcnioeratise the Mmstitudoii of dicse bodira 
with a view to |M>i>ulurisiiig Uiein ns far as ]ioHSil>le,” Tlio main ebanges proposed 
in die bill are: compulsory esiablishment of iiuiicJiaynls for every local area having 
a population of or mure; die abuJilhui of the sysumi of iiomiiiaiioa and ex- 
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oflicio mcrabcrfl; establishment of village iMuiches for every ponchayat for the purpose 
of exercising judicial powers and comimlsoty levy of house tax in villtxgc areas. The 
debate was continued on the next <Liy, the 11th. February, when an amendincut, 
moved by Sir A, M, K, Dehluvi, the JiCtuicr of Uic Op)X)sition, sought to add certain 
provisoes to Clause Three of the Bill, which related to what should be declared to be 
a ‘•village” for the imrixwe of constituting a iMuniliaynt. The amondmejit sought 
that “no area should be declared to be a village without a written application 
by twO'thirds of the adult impulaliou of the area,” luid further that no 
areas should be declared a vdlagc rcganling which the Government had 
already decided that it should not be deeJared a mnnicipid town, 'i'hc amend¬ 
ment was strongly ommsed miunly on the ground mat it was “undemo- 
cralic” in principle. When ]mt to the vote, the amendment was lost. Clause 
Four of the Bill was under consideration wheu the House ndjourned till Monday, 
the 13th. February, when fifteen mcmlicrs of the Muslim liCagiie Forty led by Sir A. M, 
K, Dehlavi walked out following the defeat of their amcndincnt. A scries of amend¬ 
ments had been tabled to Bectioh Six of the Bill which provided for reservation of 
scats on the panchayat boawl for representatives of women, Muslims, Ilarijans and 
backward tribes. An amendment that the scats reserved for Muslims be filled up 
by separate electorates was moved by Khan Bahadur Abdul Haji Hajrat Khati, llic 
Minister for Revenue maintained that even though se]mratc electorates were not 
provided in the Bill Muslims would not fail to secure a number of scats pro|x>rtion- 
ntc to their population. Ho cited the instance of the recent Bombay municiiwl 
elections, where Muslims, who were eighteen per cant of the ])npulation, had secured 
the same percentage of scats. The ameudment, whcit pressed to a division, was 
defeated by G8 votes Ojtainst 21. Mr. Jhahvala next moved an ameudmeut that the 
provision in the Bill for communal representation lie omitted. He expressed surprise 
that such a provision should have emanated from the Congress Government. Uo 
pleaded that villages should be saved from the ramamr of communalism. Mr. Parulekar 
movcfl an amendment to the same section that the (killcctor should determine tlio 
number of members constituting the iHmrd taking into consideration the i>opnlation 
of tlie village and not after consultation witli members of the district hxml iNiards 
as provided in the Bill, The Minister opposed the amendment and snid that 
members of local boards boing in touch with villages could be of more help to 
the Collector in this rcs|)cct. Besides, he did nut desire that the Collector should 
bo the sole judge of the matter. The amendment was lost. Two other amendments 
proposing that Indian Christians also should bo given reservation of seats on tlic 
panchayat boards and that the word ‘‘liarijan” should be substituted by “schedule 
castes” were defeated. 

FiNANoiAii Statement foe 1939—40 

14th. FEBRUARYThe Financial Statement for the year 1939-40 was presented to¬ 
day by Ac JJon. Mr. A, B. Latthe, Ac Finance Minister. An enhanced fee on 
conveyances in urban areas, which may fetch a revenue of Its. 2 lakhs, on enhanced 
electricity duty to raise 11s. 13 laklis m Bombay city and in all probability Its. 4 
lakhs in oAer cities, Ac total licing 17 lakhs *, a new urban immovable property 
tax at 10 per cent on Ac rateable value of sneb property, designed to mise Its, lltl 
lakhs in Bombay and its snlmrbs and Bs. 19 lakhs in Ahmcdubwl; a sales tax to 
be levied at one anna iicr gallon on tlic side of petrol, which will produce Its. 10 
lakhs a year, and also a tax on cross word comietitions so as to produce about 
Bs. 5 lakhs a year,—Aeso arc Ac new taxation proimsals conlniiied in Ac Budget. 

Bombay city and suburbs will be dcclnriHl a cemplctc {)rohibition urea Ais year, 
surrendering a revenue of Its. 120 lakhs. EimliAmcii, Americans and Europeans 
will Im permitted to drink under a licence. Mir. I^atthc discioscil his intention to 
ask the auAoritics concerned, inter alia, for a rciluetion in Ac salmics of all 
Bcrvuics, including tliosc under the control of Ac Secretary of State. 

As regards Ae soles tax, Ac Finance Minister announced that a sales tax was 
intmided to bo levied at a later date on mill-made cotton and silk fabrics, artifi¬ 
cial silk yarn and cloA at one sale of Ac same at a rate not exceeding 6^ per cent 
ad valorem which is expected to produce about Bs. 25 lakhs in a full year. Tho 
total yield from all Acse sources will be Bs. 184 lakhs a year, out of a total of Bs, 
220 laws which Ac Government will have to find. Tho total new expenditure for 
Ae financial year is loss of Bs. 100 lakhs in excise revenue from Ac next year 
including Bs. 10 lakbs uudci Ais head )>rovidod in the budget; (B) a now loss of 
Bs. 40 lakhs in land revenue owing to Ac revision of settlcmonts in aceonlamxi wiA 
Ae proposed Iq^islation from 1940-41 onwards, including Bs. 10 lakhs being at 


197 


-14 FEB. ’39 ] FINANCIAL STATEM1-2IT FOR 1930-40 

i trcBcnt Hpent for pnco remissions; (C) a new cximnditurc of Es. 4;') Inklis, iiifliidiim 
is. 10 Inkhs providisd in tiio bud^iict, for rural «li!vclO]>mciit; nml (1))_ nii exi'Ciidi- 
turc of about Es. 15 lakhs on preventive nictisurcs on iu^connt of nrohibitiuii. Tlius 
the total cost of tlu! programme would amount to Us. 250 laUis. 'lliirty laklis 
out of this are Itciiij; found from cxistiiij!; revenue, with the result that Es. 220 
lakhs of new revenue in the immediate future will have to lie found. The new 
taxation jiroiKisals n.rc ex|)cctcd to yield Its. 1H4 lakhs. 'Hie following is a sum¬ 
mary of the proiN>sals (the figures are in thousands)): 

Eovenue receipts : Us. 12,55,17. 

Ilevcnne ex)M!nditui'C : Es. 12,S1,UI. 

Uevenne dciieiii: Es. 28.40. 

Itebt he:v<l receipts : Es. 3.5,73,5.5. 

Capital and ilebt licad dislnirwannnts : Us. 1,3.5,10,08. 

Ca|>itid and debt head surplus: Es. 02,87. 

Closing casli baliuicc: Us. 89,13. 

Closing free balance : Es. 17,(K). 

Mr. Ijattlie next dealt with the balance of revenue, which the Clovcrnment 
would be reciuircd to find. "I'lie total new revenue nxiuireil being Es. 220 lakhs and 
new taxation pro]V)isals amounting to Es. IHt lakhs, there remains a halaneo of Es. 
30 lakhs still to find, which )>rudcnce rotiuires me now to make u]> nnr minds 
how to meet it.” 'I'lio (toveriimcnt, he revuditd, have under consideration control 
of forward markets through stricter and more comprehensive legislation. Taxation 
of forward business on the Htock Exchange is exixx^ted to yield six lakhs. The 
cidianccment of some sections of court fees is e\|icctcd to yield four lakhs luid 
widening of tlie s.-o|ic of sales tax will nuwt fillueu out of the thirty-six Inl^s. 
loAving a balance o( twenty-one Inkhs to lie met. The meeting of this amount would 
dcijcnd on the nature of the new laml legislation, which is to be brought before Uic 
iiousu. 

The VUJ.AOE Panoiiayatb Bill (iiontd.) 

Will, to t8th. KEBUUAUY s—Discussion on the swond rending of the Vdlngc 
Panchayals Bill was resumed on the 15th. February. 'Jim amendment moved by Mr, 
S, V. t'arutekar tC' Uic oH'oct that jKiwer should not be vcstotl in the collector to 
use his discretion in the matter of removing any member of the Panchayat Board 
from memborslup c.xcept on ditsiualiliwlion being proved, was aeeciitcd by tlie 
(luvernment, and (he duty was made obligatory on the part of the Collector to 
remove tlic raeiiilMic wlicn he laxiamc so disqaalilied. An nmendinent whicli sought 
to add to the iiowors ol the mnehaynt by cutriistiiig Uic board witli the duty of 
niaintiiining tlie birth and death register, was ruled out l>y Uic Speaker on the 
ground that Uic nmciidmcnt was iKiyniid the scojie of the original intention of Uic 
siK'tion. Much interest was created when Mr. Varulekar moved nil ainciidment by 
which the funds allowable for entertaining distinguished visitors to the village, 
were sought to be cut drastically. The Minister-in-Charge of the Bill thought that 
in case provision sliould at all be iniutc in the Bill for such section it should lie 
sullicient, otherwise he was for dclcliiif' the sadion totally. UTic section was dropped. 
Clause twenty of the Bill which provides Unit secretaries to jianchayats should be 
ap]iointcd by the Itoviucial Oovcriimeiit drew keen op]x>sitiou from the Op|.>ositioii 
benches. Mr. Jan nadus Mehta moved an aincndmcnt Uiat the secretary should 
be “appoiiitcil liy tlie panchayat which will lay down )Hiwcrs. duties, remuneration 
and other coiiditioiis of service subject to the approval of Uio Covcminent.” Mr. 
Mehta could not 5iul Uic need for Uie (iovernmciit to foist an outsider on a sclf- 
governiiig body. By nature the socUoii was niidcmocratiu. Sir A, M, K, Dehlavi 
also siiokc suiijiorting the amendment. The Minister cxjihiincd that the present Bill 
sought to confer wide flowers on the local ]>niiihayat boards and there was great 
need for a really aolc man to assist the lioard. Mr. f’arulekar suggested that at least 
the Government omid have prohibited a imiiicI out of which Uio panchayat may 
select a secretary. The amendment was prcsstsl to a division mid was defeated by 
57 votes to 24. Mr. P. W, Wagh Uicii inovoil an aincndmcnt to the effect ^at 
the panchayat liciich, constituted for the trial of civil mid criminal cases, ^ould 
not be from the same village, but that five villages should be grouficd for the 
iiurfiose and a bench of five should be constituted electing one from each village. 
The motion was lost. 'J'hc 1 fousc then adjourned till the 18th. February when it 
divided no fewer than tlircc times in the course of the half-day sitting and only 
one clause was iiai^scd. During the discussion on Clause 39, Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta 
moved that furtucr consideration of tlie Bill be fiostponcd sine die, till the Govern- 
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ment furnidi^ detailed and exact information as to the finances of the pro])OHcd 
P^t'hftyat bodies. The Minister for Local Self-Oovemment opiKKied the motion and 
said that at tliis stage the Government raiilu not give exact information on the 
matter because it related to the future working of these lot-al bodies. I fe could 
only say that in Baroda State tliero were about 2,000 panchayats, each witli mi 
nvej^c resource of about Ks. 200 only, and in Mysore tlicro were over l.tXU 
such panchayats. They were working siilisfactorily. In Bombay Province ho expected 
each panchayat to get about Its. 500. ITic mmnl>ers of the Opposition thought tliat 
with such inadequate funds panchayats would be iiunble to function. The motion 
was pressed to a division and was defeated by 51 to 20 votes. An iimendraent 
moved by Mr. Bhola, seeking to add a proviso to Section !)3 that the IVoviiu ial 
Government should contribute one-fifth sliarc of ‘thane’ revenue raised from the 
village to the panchayats, was hold over for consilieratiou as to whether the 
recommendation of the Governor was ueia^ary for moving it. 

General Discussion op Budget 

20th. to 22nd. FEBRUARY I'hc general discussion of the Budget commenced 
on the 20th. Felmary and was o|iencd by Sir A. J/, AT. Dehlaviyiho exiwesscd his 
and the entire Moslem world’s sympatliy with the ideal of I’rohibition, but it 
did not create an emergency for unjust taxation. I’rohibition was itself in an ex- 
pmmental stage, and in _ view of the political developments in the country which 
might call ujKiu the Ministers to lay down tlicir otlice, tlie launching of such an 
expensive scheme, involving the curse of many who would have to lie taxol, would 
M VC 17 inadvisablp. Mr. S. D. Saklatvala. representing the Bombay Mill-owners 
Associanon, uiought tliat tlie budget proiosals tii effect amounted to doing a great 
wrong to effect a littje good. In a city like Bombay with an intermitional population, 
to introduce I’rohibition at one stroke, was going too far, and Uic Government, ho 
said, t(wk a grave risk, lie tuldcd that tlie tax on house nrojierty almost amounted 
to an income-tax and the value of proiierty had already dc))reciatc<l. In the wake 
of the recommendations of tlie Lalxuir Inquiry Committee the tax on textiles was 
a hardship, and directly contravcnal the Finance Minister’s previous assurances. 
Mr. JamtMdas Mehta made a searching scrutiny of the tasation proj'osals, and 
said that the greatest objection to them was tlie encroachment of the avenues of taxa¬ 
tion open to local bodies. When the lo<ail bodies found their revenues curtail^ 
due to the imposition of the ten jicr cent immovable t>roperty tax, necessarily their 
acUvities in respect of primary education, sanitation and other nation-building 
activities woro_ bound to receive a setback—a contingency which Iho Government 
would not desire. Mr. Mehta said that he would recommend Iho appointment of a 
committee to explore avenues of raising revenue, without in miy way allowing the 
burden to bo transferred to poor jxxiplc. A sales ta.\, imposition of death duties, 
taxhig forwarcl transactions and such like were suggi^ted by Mr. Jamnados Mehta 
for consideration by the Government, Mr. 6'. H. Jhahvala wclcomi^ the I’roliibi- 
tiou scheme undertaken, but the Government should, he said, go slow rather than 
starve vital nation-building activities. Next day. Uic 2lBt. February, Dr. Ambedkar, 
Leader of tlie Indeiieiidcnt I^alxiur Tarty, declared that it was “on Uic revenue 
side reckless, and on the exiiemliture side senseless,” Was I’lohibition, he asked, such 
an urgent problem as to justify the new taxation proposids ? Alcoholism, he conti¬ 
nued, was a discaso unknown in Imliiu Drink could never be a problem here. It 
affected only ten lakhs of people in the whole of the province. He askcil : “Should 
you spend Us. 125 lakhs now in curing the souls of the ten lakhs of drunkards, or pro¬ 
vide primary education for your cliildren ?” Mr. C. P. Bramble, Leader of the Europ¬ 
ean Group said that it was not the policy of his parly to promote drinking to enhance 
the excise revenue, but in the present step taken by tlie Government, he could not 
help observmg a reckless jiolitical gcstui-c. A typical Congress budget, was how Mr. 
K. F, Nariman described tlie ba(h;ct. lYohibition was, he remuukxl the llouse, a 
measure on which every party had joined in approhation last year. 
Next day, the 22nd. February, representatives of Indimi Christians and the Anglo- 
Indian community opposed the Budget proi>osals, csjiccially Trohibilion. The former 
questioned the rationale of stopping drink, while the latter argued that the piDjioscd 
taxation was unnecessary, unjust and ill-couccived, and that the Government’s policy 
reflected tlic "triumph of hojie over exjierience.” Tomting out us an instance the pace 
of the Madras^ Ministry as regards I’roiiibitioii, it was stated tliat toe Govern¬ 
ment. hand in hand, with tlie extension of I’rohibition, should have fol¬ 
lowed a policy of wise and judicious handling of excise revenue. Mrs. Fais 
'fyabji (Muslim League) said tout Muslims stood for acceleration of Trohibilion 




—24 FKB,-I MAR. ’39 ] FINANCE ACT AMEND. RILL 199 

as milckly as i-oSBiUlc, but tlidr optXMition was only to the way funds wore 
BouKltt to DC raisiKl, l>r. Qilder, Minister for Excise, asserted that wlieii Uie Mini¬ 
stry promised to iiitroilucc compiete Prohibition within three years, they meant what 
tlicy said. The reiHirts that he hail received from the ‘'dry” areas on the economic 
anil social toiefits derived from tlie introdnetiun of I’robibition were voiy heartoniti);. 
The Finance Minister bad just rcioived a letter from an economist of the Madras 
Covernment which said that I’roliibitioii had suciaxxled best in the urban areas. Ho 
appealed to tlie Opiiosition to extend their co-oiwratiou in order to make 
Proliibition a complete success. Thu Finance Minister, Mr. A. B. Lattice, replying to 
the Up|M)silinn criticisms to Uic budget said that lie was reminded of the 
story of six blind men trying to dcsi^riiie an clcpliant. He rcijncsted that the prop- 
sals be considorai as a whole, 'ilic discussions held so far would lead one to think 
that the Jiudget ciuihiincd oidy ta.\atiun pni|)osats. He would clear the misapprehen¬ 
sion that tlicsc taxes were likely to be pa8.>5ed on to the consumer ultimately. The 
hon. Mr. B. O. Kher, tho I’rcmicr, defending Uie budget proposals, pointed out that 
despite the enormous expiiditiiro involved in Prohibition, the other nation-bmlding 
ac.livitics were not honii<crcd at all. On the merits of i’robibitiou lie had no two opi¬ 
nions. He exclaimedDo not tell US of Atncrica. Thu case is dilTercnt in our coun¬ 
try. Proliibition shall snecced and that too now. Projicrticd {leoplc shall pay for it. 
If they i>ay willingly, we sliall be hai>)>y. Othcnvisc, we will take it. 

The Finance Act Amend. Bile 

24t]i. FEBRUARY to Ist. MARCHThe Rill to amend tho Finance Act of 1933 
was taken up for eoiisidcratioii on tho 24th. Feb. The Finance Minister, moving the firat 
reading of tlie Pill, cxplainctl its six)|ie. 'ilic main feature of the Bill was, he said, 
provision enabling rite Government to levy a tax of ten ))cr cent on the letting 
value of houses amt lands in urban areas with a view to financing Pi'ohibition. The 
rate of elo^trlcity ilnty was also sought to be inen^sed, at tho Siime time ensuring 
that it had not the ctreet of increasing the burden on the eonsnmers ns a class. Tho 
BUI idso raised the stamp duty on convcyiuicc of immovable pro)ierty in urban 
areas. The first reading of the Bill was jmsseil to-day by C!) votes to 47. 
Tlie Finance Ministor, answering tho critieisms udvaiwtod against the provisions of 
the BiU, said that ihc Government hiul since dceidcil to raiiicc the tax proposed <hi 
urban iwoperty to .I jicr cent in tlw case of jno|ierUes worth Its. 2,000 or less in 
Bombay. In tlto case of jiroiicrty in Ahmodidiad, Oic criteria for the exemption 
would Itc fi.xol later. It was also cxidaiiMsI that llic I’ort Trust and municipal 
buildings woiibl be o.\cmpt from tlie electricity duty. The new provision in tho 
Bill enabling the Government to levy a duty on persons ivho generated electricity 
other tliaii under a licence, was not aimlicablc to motor vehicles, ships in the hat- 
lionr and such like and the Bill would be anieiidwl accordingly. Inc House then 
adjoiiriicd till Monday next, llic 27tli. February, when Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, moved 
an amendment to Olausc 7 of tho Bill. A series of amendments suggesting 
a gnulcd Bcalo of taxation in the place of tho 10 per cent flat rate wore 

moved by tlie Oppositiou beuclics, and all tiicse were considered together 
by Uic House. Sir A. M, K. Dahlavi, Lender of tlie Opposition, moved 

for reduction of the promised tax to 4 jicr i«nt, Mr. S. V. Parulekar moved that 
one-room tenements and icnemcnts occupied by workers should lie taxed only to 9 
per cent and less. Jlr. Jnvmadaa Mehta said tlmt when tho Bombay Municipal 
Ooriioration was conlrontod with the problem of raising largo sums for slum clear¬ 
ance, which was an imnnxliatc necessity and (he proferty tax was the most fruitful 
source o|)cn to it, Uic. I’roviiicial Government luul lyith this iwoposal for taxation 
encroached iiixm tiicir preserves. Mr. Mehta graidiicnlly described the horrors of 
slum life with Uic resulting injury to the niorul, iihysicnl and spiritual growUi of 
the rme. The slum dweller in Ikmibay had jer head only 130 cubic feet of space 

ns against 4(XI in the slums of Txiiulon. Due to lin k of proper housing conditions, 

iiifiuit mortality had remaincil very high. This “biiby killing tax” would only per- 
Tetnnto Uic pitiable coiidilioiis in slum life. Me iirgiicil that it was wrong to pursue 
the policy of ]>rohihit.ion to Uic paralysalion of other urgent naUon-building activities. 
Tlie Minister for Finance ropliod Uiat. in Uic opinion or tho Government, Prohibition 
was the liest social seivice for Uio ixKircr classes. In the iiolicy they were pursuing 
the Government luul tmbltc opinion behind them. As for a graded scale of taxaUon, 
Uic Government htwl already declared that the rate would be reduced to 5 per cent 
in rcsjioct of proixarties valued at Ks. 2,(XX) or less in tho city of Bombay. The 
discussion was ndjourned on the let. March when tho House sat till a late hour and 
after the Leader ctf the Opposition had expressed (bo protest of the Opposition members, 
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which, ho said, had boon ro^isterod ak almost every step in the pn88l^!:e of Uio Biil 
and tho finance Miniatar had replied, the iroiisc passed the third rc^ng of the 
Bill by 34 votes to 27. The Bill was then passsd. 

VOTINU ON BuiMiET DEMANDS 

28tli. FEBUDARY to 28th. MARCH :—Voting on Budget demands for 
pmints eommcntteil on the 28th. February. Mr. Jhahvala, in moving a ‘‘cut” under 
tha head AgtiouUuro, lirought to the notice of the Oovernmnnt the inndwpiacy of 
marketing faitilitics. Ho _ cmphasisuil that tho State must have its own miirketing 
establishment. Tho Minister replied that tlic Government wore alive to this and had 
tlioroforo taken up the matter. A beginning hail now been made. Aceonling to a 
survey made by some oificors of tho Goventment of India, tlie agriculturist rei’eivcil 
40 per cent loss tlian wluit the articles nroilucod by him were ultimately sold for. 
The Government propased Uio establishment of a Price Intelligence Service in 
Bombay and to np(K)int a Marketing Odicor wlio would bo in touch wiUi marketing 
organisations and 8ap))ly information regarding Bombay markets and be a sort of a 
liaison o'fiecr between th"! marketing organisations and the consumers and traders in 
Bomiiay and the cn-o|icrativc and sale and multi-pur|)OBc societies in rural arcus. He 
would also organise co-o|H5rativc marketing in Bombay, 'llio motion was defeated. 
Next <lay, the 1st March, Mr. Jamnadat Mehta, on a “ent” motion umlcr tho licad 
Eilucntioii, sought to disapprove of the action of tlic Govcriimont in sanctioning 
cx|)cn8cs for the introduction of the Wardha Scheme, without tlic previous sanction 
of the House for the scheme itself. A debate on the merits of Hindi and Hindus¬ 
tani was sought to bo raised by a cut motion by Mr, Alt Bahadur Khan, A scries of 
motions standing in the names of the Muslim ijcaguc members were moveil to-doy 
liy Mrs. Tayhji, who pleaded for licttcr fiutililics in the matter of education for 
Muslim girls. TIic Premier assured tliu House that it was his ambition to make 
crlucutioii availalilo to cvcryliody, regarilless of communal considorations. Eor lie 
thought that tlio sooner the right tyiKS of cdui'atiou was spread all over the (<oiintry. 
tlio easier it would bo to introduce die reforms ho hail at heart. The difticultics of 
providing denominational religious cilucatlon to all comraunitios were insurmountable. 
The Government could only see that an attitude of reverence to all religions was 
inculcated iii studonls. Regarding teaching of Urdu, the Premier said it was tlio 
policy of kite Government to teach Hindustani and both Nagari and Unlii scripts. Hu 
himself was ieariiing (Irilu and he was sure that no quarrel would arise on this ques¬ 
tion. On the assurance of tlio Minister, the cut motions in tliis bclialf were witlidrawn. 
The Wanllia Scheme of oducatioii was again subjected to a tJioroiigh scrutiny on the 
next two days, the Srd. and 4th. Mareb, when Mr, Jamnadaa Mehta moved a cut 
motion. Mr. Mehta c.xplaincd that the motion was intended to disap))rovc Uio netiou 
of Government in sanctioning expenses for tJic introduction ot die Wimilia 
scheme in the jirovincc without the previous consent of die House to tho scheme 
itself, lie contendwl tliat before tlic Govcniraciit adoptol a new scheme, it should 
take tho puiilic into confidence and allow die House to consider die new projiosuls. 
Mr. Mehta, ttiialy.sing the si'liome itself, sfatwl that it was revolutionary in intent 
ami efTeet. Since Mr. Gumllii laid down the principles in 19:57, the scheme had 
undergone at least live transmigrations in rcsjiect of its ideology. There had been 
noticcubie all dirougU confusion as to the dijects. The scheme, he dcclaroji, was 
not Biiitccl to cope widi the requirements of modern scioiitilieally advaiiceil times. 
Replying, the Premier said, it would take at least OtX) yuirs to accomi'lish UTiivcrsal 
literacy in India, if the present cdueatioual )X>!iey wore lo bo contiiuicd. It was not 
die policy of toe Government to scrap the present system outright and introduce 
tho Wardha scheme immciliatcly. The proposal was to cxjiorimcnt in throe compact 
areas in diNToreul i»arts of the province. It was quite jKwsiblc the sehemo might 
have to undergo further evolutions, llic argument that tho Government was now 
springing a surprise on Uic House was niicbarilablo. As early as March 19I58, die 
House luwl iJceu iiiformisl of the iiitciitioiis of the Government in diis behalf. 
Tile system itself hail been before the public for the last two years. Hir A, Ouhlavi 
said that tiic syllabus did not correlate higher edneatiou widi the course of studies 
ill die primary course. Besides, he asked, “why should the Govcvnraont insist on 
roy child iHsing biuglit spinning, weaving etc i” The motion was defeated by 71 
votes to 91 and the demand was voted for. The House dicii adjourned to meet 
again on the 14th. March, when some cut motions wore moved and the necessity 
for starting more mortgage bunks in tho I’roviiico was stressed by Mr. Phadke. 
The lion. Mr. A. B, Latlhe said that - the Government was not apathetic to the 
idea of starting land mortgage banks. Personally be would like to sec diat every 
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taluka in the provin(« had its own land mortgage bank. Bnt practical difflcnilies 
had prevented the fniition of the schema After starting ten banks, it was found 
that large number of indebted agriculturists, whom the banks were intended to 
help, could not take advantage of the facility, their debts being beyond their 
capacity. Many applications for loans had therefore to be turned down for in¬ 
sufficiency of security. As a result, a largo lortion of the amount set apart for 
relief could not be utilised last year. Ih-oviued conditions for starting land mort¬ 
gage banks were foniid favourable, the Minister assured the House that eve^ taluka 
would have a bank shortly. In view of the assurance given by the Minister, the 
cut motion was withilrawn. Next day, the IStli. March, replying to a cut motion 
to discuss the di8i)aiity in Uie cadres of the Bergeants and BuD-Inspcc.tors, moved 
in his demand undci the head “rolicc,” tlie Ilon’Iilc Mr. K, M. ilumhi, the Home 
Minister stated that the scale of pay and conditions of service of the new cadre 
would be the same as those of the existing Bub-Insiioc.tors’cadre and recruitment 
would 1)0 coiifiiuxl ordinarily to statutary natives of Iiulia. Iloivover, Sergeants now 
in service would continue to <lraw their imy smd allowanco on the existing scala In 
special cases, ex-army men who were not statutory natives of India, might be 
reernited as Bub-Inspectors with certain relaxation of conditions ap]>lying to age and 
educational qualilicauons. Mr. Munshi also appreciated the patriotic sentiments of 
Anglo-Indians, who had expressed their willingness to be classiiied as Indians. 
Next day, tlic 16th. March, (he Bclicdulcd Class members in tiie Uouso moved two 
“cuts” to impress u|ion the Government the iiiiulcquate representation of Harijans 
in the Police UciMirtiacnt. Mr. K, M. Munaki replied that whatever the attitude of 
the ]>revious (lOvcrnmcnt had been, ^e present Government did not recognise 
untouciialiiUty. It hid been the iioUcy of Uiis Government to secure fair representa¬ 
tion in the services for Uio Bchcdnleu Classic, having due regard to standards of 
ctnciuiicy. Where, hiwcver, a candidate was unfit, the Government would nut select 
him for the reason ho was a Schecluled Class nqirescntativa The cut motions were 
defeated. Next day, the 17th. Mardi, the House resumed the discussion on the 
“cut” motion of Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta, which raised a debate on the report of Distur¬ 
bances Inquiry Committoo. Dr. Ambcdkar, siipixirting tho motion, asked the 
Government wliy Uio members of the Council of Action, constituted for the purpose 
of carrying on tlie demonstration on November 7 last, against the Trades Disputes 
Bill, were not prosc'iatcil, if the Government believed the Committee’s rofiort that the 
Council was responsible for the occurrences on the day of the strike. If the 
Government were sure (hat the police resorted to firing only to the extent called 
for by the exigencies, wliy should not tiio Govmnmcnt place the police for trial 
lieforc a court of justice ? Tlie Homo Minister, Mr. K. M, Munshi, opposed the 
“cut” Ho tainted out how tho Inquiry Committee was constituted of men of 
niiimpcachublo ciiariwlcr and how die terms of reference had been widened at the 
suggestion of die House at the time of appointing the Committee. Tlie Homo 
Minister then read from die report sixsohes of the leader of the strike, wlii(.<h 
went to show that the demonstration was not against the Bill as such. Tho 
iilcii was to have “workers’ llaj” for one day and the strike was managed by a 
sot of people who believed in the Marxian doctrine and tho Communist principles. 
If dicir mediods prevailed, thought the Minister, a state of nfiairs would one day 
arise when, at one word from those lenders, the whole of Bombay would have to 
close down. Tho method of these ])coplo was intimidation raised to a fine art. 

Mr. Munshi then iiarraied die various acts of the strikers and asserted that the 

firing was just sufficient to preserve order. An amendment to tho “out” motion, as 
well as die “cut” were put to the vote, pressed to a division and defeated. The 
House again divided, while voting for Uicj^int under the head “Police” and the 
demand was granted by 64 votes to 18. Next day, the 18th. March, the House 
discussed cut motions luidur medical demand which sought to impress upon the 

Government die inadequacy of medical help provided to uio poor. The proposed 

closing down of the Bt. George’s llospita! (lorEnropeBiis and Anglo-Indians) came 
lip for severe criticism at the hands of Mr. C. P, Bramble, Leader of the l^ogres- 
sive Party when be moved a “cut”. When the Government was making a b^in- 
niug with nation-building activities by subsidising dispensaries and providing facili¬ 
ties for training nurses, could the people watch, be asked, the closing down of tho 
St. George’s Hospital in the city, which was next only to Ixindon in impor¬ 
tance in the British Empire ? In 1933, tho number of bras in Bombay City jiei 
thousand population was two. Now, when the population had increased from 
eleven lakhs to at least fifteen lakhs, there bad been no increase in the beds in 
bostitals. Hr, Bi^w&lc fdt that the idea of the Government that the hospital 
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was too espensivo was a inisapprehcnsion. He asked the Government if they 
had tried to compare the figures with those of other hospitolB in the citv, which sought 
to impress upon the Government the inadc<iuacy of medical help provide to the poor. 
The House then adjourned till the 23rd March, when there was a passi^e-at-srms be¬ 
tween Mr. 8. L. Karandikar and Sir A. M. K. Dehlavi, Leader of the Opposition, 
when supplementary grants were voto<l ujjon. Mr. Karan likar moved a cut to the 
exiienscs demanded ny the Government of lis. C9,0(X) far tlie purpose of relmbilita- 
tiiig old building in order to enable the Government to hand over certain Masjids 
to Muslims in the Alimcdnagar District. Mr. Karandikar disapproved of the Govern¬ 
ment’s ()oIicy of returning hlasjids to Muslims. Sir A. M. K. Dehlavi, Leader of the 
Opposition, sprang to his feet at the challenge and said that he was reminded of the 
practice in Parliament that when two members could not confine themselves to the eti¬ 
quette of the House they used to remark, ‘‘Let us go out and settle the matter." 1'he 
Minister for Ihiblic Works explained that there was no need to import communal 
heat into tliis matter as it was the duty of any Government to rcclress grievances, 
irresfiectivc of communal considcralions. 'Jlio House voted the demand. Next day, the 
24th. March, certain members moved cut motions and desired to criticise the Giuvem- 
ment’s action in rcstiect of the demand of scc.nrilics from certain newspapers. Mr. 
Ali Bahadur Khan, by a "cut” motion, sought to impress on tlie Government the 
imperative need to check communal propaganda and bring about amity between 
the two major communities in the country, lie quoted certain c-xtracts from Urdu 
papers and instances of certain Hindu lenders carrying on pro])nganda against the 
Uyderal'Mid Administration, and said that unless tliese were stopped, there might be 
reperaussions leading to communal tension. Mr. K. M. Munahi^ die Homo Minister, 
in his reply, stated that being a National Government, their jmlicy was to steer clear 
of extremes on either side. 'I'hc Government did not believe in dealing only with 
symptoms, but desired to deal with rout cansts, and dicrcfore had allowcil freedom of 
and writing consistently with the maintenance of on atmosphere of non¬ 
violence. Mr. Khan’s motion was lost without a division. Replying to the debate on 
two other •‘cut" motions, which sought to censure the Government’s action in dema¬ 
nding securities from certain nowspaiiers. Mr. Uuwthi smd that it was wrong to say 
that the Government were using repressive measures. Tlio Government had repea¬ 
tedly made thmr msition clear with regard to communal incitement, no matter who 
marie them and had warned individuals and itcwspa])ers against such incitement. Mr. 
Mnnshi had not concluded his siiceeh when the House twljourncil till tlio next day, 
the 25th. March, when Rowing tributes to the efficiency, usefulness and inde))cnrlent 
character of the “United rress” wore jioid by ttichon. Mr B, G. Kher, I'rimc Minis¬ 
ter, Mr. Ali Bahadur Khan, Muslim Indcixindent Member, and others during the 
discussion on a "cut" motion on the supplementary demand on “General Adminis¬ 
tration” tabled by Mr. 8, L, Karnndtkar ‘‘to discuss the payment for the United 
Press News Service telegrams”. Mr. Karandikar wanted to know whether the “Uniterl 
Press” service was useful to the Government and efficient and wlicther the Govern¬ 
ment were spending the money well by paying the Agency for the news telegrams, 
Thehon. ^r. Kher, replying, said tliat the Interim Ministry which preceded the 
Congress Ministry had itself oureod to buy the United Ih-ess Nows Telegrams, though, 
formal orders were not passed by it. The Congress Ministry implements tlie Interim 
Ministry’s tentative decision on an oxiierimeutal basis and finding the service uBcful 
and highly efficient gave an increase to it, although even the increased amount was 
much lower than what was being paid to the Associated Press. The Government 
were ronsidering the question of bringing the payment to the United Ihess, in view of 
its wholesome efficiency, to the level of the jMiyment to tJie Associated Press. Further, 
Mr. Kher said that United Press was an inoigenous institutions. The “cut” motion 
was then withdrawn. The TJouso then adjourned till Monday, the 27th, Mareb, when 
the Opposition raisol a discussion on the Government’s Publicity Diuiartmont, with 
particular reference to the appointment of the rnblic Relations Officer, Mr A. 8. Ekam- 
Bara Aiyar, on a salary of Bs. 400 pec month. Mr. 8, H. JhahvaUi, moving the 
cut, said that the new appointment was quite unnecessary as the old department liad 
been performing the duty quite satisfiustorily. During the Civil Disobedience days, 
(he Director of the Information Office had circulated two and a hidf millions of 
pamphlets. The_ work could not be stud to have increased much now. He had reeiaved 
attention and information, whenever he had sought the help of the directorate. 
“With a live press in the country”, said Mr. Munahi in reply, “the need for a 
Public Relations Officer has become very great.” He cited tne instance of Great 
Britain, where there was a post of Public Relations Officer, It was fie duty of toe 
officer to keep proper contact between the Government and toe pubUe and tile press, A 
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Mbiiater would not have tho time to mtcrview press rcpi'escntatires individually and 
give them all the information they sought at all times and die Public lielatioiis Ofliccr 
would be in a position to supply to the nrcss at all tiroes correct and reliable in* 
formation on all the undertakings of the Uovernment. If the press was not afford^ 
correct information, tiiere was the danger of incorrect and misleading news being 
circulated. A popular and responsible government should bo posted hourly with 
opinions and reactions of the public and inaccurate statements relating to the Govern* 
ment, if any, ap|«aring in the press or canards should be contradicted or clarified at 
every stage, 'llio cut was pressed to a division and defeated by 48 vot(» to 21. 
Nest diiy, the 28th. March, “cut” motions were moved by Mr. Phadke and Mr. 
Patel to raise a discussion on tho demand of a security from tho “Trikal”, a Maharati 
daily edited by Mr. S. L. Karandikar, a member of the Assembly, and tho “Ansar” a 
Muslim organ in the Rholapur district. “'I'lio liberty of the Press is the liberty 
to express o|)iniou so long as the [icacc of tlic society is not threatened tbcrcl^. When 
Umt IS threatened, it is not civil, imt criminal liberty,” dadored the hoii. Mr. JC, M, 
Munshi, tho Home Minister, defending the action of tlic Government. There were two 
asiKictB to such a qinstion, the individuid and social. Tho former might be met by 
pnnislimcitt of the individual after the event, but the latter called for promt proven* 
tivoiMJtion on the iwt of the fstatc. For such puriioscB, Governmeuts in other parts 
of India were making use of tlie Press Emergency Powers’ Act, and the Bombay 
Government was in good compiuiy. The Minister read out laissagcs from the 
papers concerned, and jioiiitcd out that under Uic conditions prevailing in Sholapur 
at the time, siicii news was bound to create communal tension between the 
Hindus and Muslims. The question in some matters was not the veracity of the 
statements, but their tendency to intensify communal discord. Tho Bombay 
Government wove extremely watchful to see that, what was an agitation for 
jxilitical rights in the Hydnruliad State, should not develop into a communal clash 
111 tlie Bombay Province. Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta, snpi>orting tlic “cut”, said tliat the 
philosophy of the Minister’s argument was one of “hanging a roan to prevent 
murder.” What Uic “Trikal” published was only iicw's supplied by rcBfmiisible 
corre8()ondciit8 from the Hyderabad Slate. The House divided twice in tho coarse 
of tho voting cm fJicsc motions, which were lost. Mr. Parulekar'a iiraciidmeiit to 
reduce tlic cut to one rupee in order to alter it to a eeiisnro motion was also 
defeated by 5C (o 11. Tho House next voted all tho various demands in the 
Budget for the next year and then adjourned till the iiOth. 

'run Sai.!® Tax Binr. 

30th. MARCH to Srd. APRIL A Bill to enable the Government to levy a tax on 
Ac sales of motor si.irit, manufactured cIoUi muclmiiically yiWKluccd in Bombay, or 
Imported, and silk yarn, including artiliciul yarn, and clotn made of such yam, was 
intrcKliiccd on thc.HOth. March by Ae Finance Minister, the lion. Mi‘. A. Ji. Lnttlie. Mr. 
LatAc cxyihiiiicd tliat tlic tax on yictrol would be euforcoil immediately, ns no 
practical difticuUies were anticiyiatcd, while in regard to oAcr items, Ac Govern¬ 
ment were working out details to jircvciit undue leakage or annoyance to sellers. 
The Lender of the Opposition asked if, following Ae cxaroi>Ic of Madras, Ae Ml 
would be referred to a Select Oommittcc. But Mr. Latthe explained that it would 
scr\’c no useful puiposc to follow Ac Madras example in Ais case. Mr. Jhahvala, 
opposing Ac tax on petrol, pleaded that Ae iioor taxi-driver should be exempted 
from operation of the measure. Mr. Saklatwala, rcpTCsentativc of the Mdll-Owiiers’ 
Association, opjiosod Ae Bill on tho ground that he was opposed to the policy of 
Prohibition, which necessitated Ac Axation measures and also because Ac 
tax oil sale of cloA was bouml to fail nUimalely on Ac manufoctiirer. Mr. Mitha 
(Muslim fjcagiic) opyioscd Ac Bill in view of “its rciiercussions on the agricultu¬ 
rist,” wliilc Mr. Watson (Enropetui) urged Aat tlie Bill should be referred to a 
select committee. Next day, Ae Slst March, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta accorded sup- 
to Ae Bill, but oi>scrvcd that iiitriiisioally a sales tax was not sound and should 
be avoided if possible. Since the (biys of Ac Greeks, rubious bad been the oiTect 
of Such taxaUoii, and had it not been for Ac intensity of post-war needs, sales 
tox would not have been resorted to by Western eoiuitrics. Tndta, however, with 
most of Ac sources of taxation collaral liy Ac India Government, the Provincial 
Government had to take recourse to sales tax. Mr. S. V. Parulekar, opposing the 
Bill asserted Aat Ae tax was bound ultimately to hit Ae poor people. Mr. 
Sakerlal Salabhat (Ahiiicdabud Mill-Owners' Association), siud Aat Ae bunlen of 
Ac soles tax on eloA was bound to fall on manufacturers, owing to Ae limits 
capacity of Ae consumer to bear it. Uc felt Aat too many burdens were bring 
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imposed on the pmnira industry in the country. He instanced the property tux, 
the increased wages to labourers, the recent Trode Agreement, which gave privileges 
to British goods imported into India. Sir A. M. Dehlavi, I^^er of we 
Opposition, advocated reference of the BUI to a select committee. Mr. M. C. 
Onia (Indian Merchants’ Chamber), urged reference of the Bill to a select com¬ 
mittee, where it could be scrutinisM. Mr. Alt Bahadur Khan urged that those who 
supported Prohibition should also support the sales tax. The hon. Mr. A. B. Latthe, 
Finance Minister, replying the debate, explained that a section of the House 
seemed to be under a misapprehension tliat the funds sought to be raised by the 
tax was needed for the pur^ses of I’rohibition. The amount of Bs. 35 lakhs to 
be raised by the sales tax, was intended to be utilised for rural development. He 
added that the exemption of coarser cloth from the operation of tlie Bill would 
defeat the purpe^of the taxation. Answering the objection raised by the mill- 
owners, the Minister asked them what they hud contributed to the grant of ameni¬ 
ties to the ixx>T during their boom days, when they mode 100 per cent profits. 
The first reading of the Bill was passed and the House adjourned till the next 
day, the IsL Ap^ when the discussion was monopolised by the European members, 
who had fifty-uiree amendments standing in their names. The Bill was considered 
clause by clause. The main obja^t of the amendments was to soften the penal 
provisions. The Government accepted amendments deleting those sections which 
made offences under this Act cc^iisablc, and which made applicable the provisions 
of the Criminal Procedure Code in inquiries into such oircnccs. The Bprakcr, the 
hon. Hr. O, V. itavlankar offered his suggestions on the question of fines to lie 
impos^ on those carrying on trade without a licence. The standard of fines was 
accordingly modified. The House then adjourned till Monday next, the Srd. April, 
when the debate centred round the question of the rule-making i)owerB of the 
Government under the Act. Mr. P, M, Wagh moved an amendment that tlic rules 
framed by the Government for giving effect to the provisions of the Bill, should 
be subject to the assent of the Assembly. Mr. A, B. Latthe, Finance Minister, argued 
that it would not be opposed to the principles of democracy if a Itcsponsiblo 
Government should frame Us own rules for giving cflbct to the provisions 
of a legislation. The Leader of the Opposition said that it was bad in principle for 
any House of Parliament to hand over unreservedly rule-making powers under 
any Act. Mr. 2). W. Mullock urged that the L(%islature should be given an oppor¬ 
tunity to consider the rules owing to the number and vaiicty of interests aftbeted by 
the Bill. The House divided on the question, and the amenumont was defeated by 5u 
votes to 2.5. A plea to exempt from the levy, cloth of lower counts so as to aifoi-d 
relief to the poor, was made by various sections of Uic Opposition, but was 
not accepted by the Government. The Bill was jiasscd by the House which Uicii 
adjourned. 

Aobioultobal Indbbtbdnksb Bii,l 

4th, & 6th. APRILA Bill seeking to relieve the agriculturist of the bimleii of 
indebtedness was introduced on the 4th. A^l. It will apply to agriculturist-debtors who 
cultivate lauds i^sonally and whose debts do not exceed Its. 15,000 and are not 
less than Bs. 100, and provides for the scaling down of the debts to the paying 
capacity of the debtor. It is laid down that tlie debtor should be a member of a 
resource society before his debts may be scaletl down under the Act by a Board 
constituted for the purpose. The object of this clause, it is explained, is to alfiml 
relief to those (^riculturists for whom arrangements for current crop finance can 
be made by co-oporative societies. The Bill also contains provision to declare a 
debtor, whose assets are inadequate to pay the total amount of scaled down debt, 
to be an insolviait. ‘Tlic economic servitude that arises from Ihe mom^-lcnders’ 
grip on the agriculturists”, runs the statement of objects and reasons, “gives rise 
to several evils, the chief among them being, disjioBal of the agricultural produce at 
an unfavourable season, and at a detrimental price.” Next day, the 6tb. April, 
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta said that the Bill was too modest and did not attempt to 
take the bull by the horns. The Government should have adopted a more forwonl 
j>oUcy to relieve the a^cultnrist, the reason for whoso indebt^ness was primarily 
the revenue policy of the State, the money-lender being but an accessory. Mr. 
ParuUhar said that the scope of the Bill was narrow. It excluded from the relief 
proposed those ^riculturists who had no propierty and included land-owners who 
were not ^rieiUturists. Ho pleaded that the agricultural laliourcrs should come 
within the scope of the l^slation. Mr. Mitha (Muslim League) observed that except 
for the provision for scaling down debts, in other respects, the Bill was 
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beneficial to the inoncjr-lender who waa assured of payment of the 
dues. 'Ihe Uinister, in his reply, assured the House Uiat all constructive 
suga^essionB offered would be considered in the select committee. This concluded 
the first reading of the Bill which was referred to a select commitee. The House 
then adjourned till the next day, the 6th. A|r 1I, when after eonsidering two Bills, 
one to amend the Ahkari Act and the other to amend the Municipal Bormghe 
Act, both of which ])assed through all the three readings, the Assembly adjourned 
till Tuesday next, the 11th. A^L 

Notf-omciAL Resolutions 

11th. & 12th. APRILIhc llouse discussed non-official resolutions on these 
days. On the Itth, a resolution moved by Mrs. Munahi recommending to the 
Government that a uniform sot of text lxK>ks should bo proscribed for a<toptioii by 
all iegisterc<{ schools in the province, occupied tiic whole day. The Prime Miniater 
assured the House that tlie Governmeut were considering the matter and tbe sug¬ 
gestion advanced in the course of tlie debate would receive his attention. On this 
assurance, the mover withdrew the resolution. 'I'hcrc was a prolonged debate in the 
House, which was carried in many languages which the members found it difiicult to 
follow. Next day. the 12th. Ai^I another iion-offlcial resolution suggested to 
tiic Governmeut that riviuisitc amcudracnts should be made in the Bombay Legisla¬ 
ture Members’ Salanes and Allowances Act so as to require members to attend 
meetings of the House on at least three-fourths of the number of days on .which 
the House sat and disonlitliiig any member to receive any salary in case of 
failure to do so. The Premier o|>|iosc<l the motion, though ho said he was in 
sympathy with its olijcct. He thought titat the sense of responsibility oit the 
members and the opinion of their MHistitucncics should bo aucauate checks to 
ubscnlccisni. The motion was withdrawn and the House adjourncu. 

HiNPU BIOAHOUS MARKIAOES PttUVENTION Buj, 

13th. APRIL Mm. Lilavati Munahi introduced a Bill to-day to provide for the 
prevention of bigamous marriages mnong Hindus in the province. Tbe Bill sought 
to declare a bigtuuous marriage void aiul to penalise parties to such a marriage. 
The statement of objects and icasous ran thus:—It is time Hindu soedety looked 
tip to the necessity of moving with the times. Hindu society is now sufficiently 
ndvancol for the. introduction of such a measure. If the women have to be 
raised to a status of equality with men, the institution of polygamy, which more 
or less ti'caU women ns chattel, should be abolished. Mrs. Lilavati Munahi detda- 
red that often tlie rcasous ndvmiecd for a second marriage were imrilo. The 
mover dwelt on the utter helplessness of women in such cases, the marriages 
taking place in disregard of tiic feelings of the women conceriicd. Mrs. Munsld did 
not ni^Mipt the l icw that a law allowing divorce should )>recedo this legislation. Bo 
long as women were constrained to monogamy, men bad no right to complain if 
tiic law was miule rceiproeal. A Muslim Mcnibcr, Mr. Mirza, said that the Bill 
would jirovc to be the Magim Carta of Hindu women. Rao Bahadur Chitale and 
Mr. Phadke o]ivx)scd the Bill. I'lic hoii. Mr. K. M. Munahi argued that it was 
high lime snuiut legislation was uiulertakcn in this behalf. That the Mltbakshara 
said otliciw'isc many years bai-k, could not be an argument for shclviug It^slatiou 
calculated to adviuu'c Hindu society. Tbe motion for first reading havuig hxii 
carried, the Bill was circulated to elicit public opinion, a time-limit of three 
months being fixed, 

Hindu Makriaohs Dissolution Biij. 

14th. APRILA measure to provide for the dissolution and nullity of 
marriages among lliiidus was intriMluced to-ilay. Tlie Bill provided for three kinds of 
remedies, dissolution, declaration of nullity, or judicial sepaiatiou “according to the 
seriousness and needs of the situation” and the the remedies available at the instance of 
either )>arty to it marriage. The statement of ol>jccts and reasons says: The evil results 
of the lack of provision in Hindu society for divorce arc apparent in the daily 
reports of suicides, murders, and cloiicmcnts of Hindu women In each of such 
case, the rigidity of tlie marriage institution has lieen responsible for the result.” 
Mr. B. D. Lula (Congress), commending the Bill to the consideration of the 
House, obscrvctl that Hindu women had stood shoulder to shoulder with men 
in the Civil Disobedience days and they had liceii taught to think in terms of 
freedom and equality. While ideas of life and the mode of thinking were under¬ 
going rapid transformation in the Indian socdcty to-day, Hindu society needed to 
move with the times. Mr. B. Patel, while supiiortiiig the principle of the Bill 



200 THE BOMBAY LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY t bombay- 

as a whole, objected to some of the ckusea as being too partial to women. 
The hon. Mr. Afunshi stated tliat the Bill was a rcvolutiona^ one, and could 
not be dealt with lightly. An obstacle to the Bill, he said, was the general 
feeling of prejudice gainst tUvorcc amongst the Hindu community. He put for* 
ward the plea tliat Hindus should not be subjected to the misery and sordid- 
ncss of modem divorce legislation. Mr. Alt Bahadur Khan said “that the Bill 
marked a step forward in the right direction and that women should be given 
a free right to divorce it they pleased.” 'Fhe motion for first reading of the Bill 
was carried and the Bill was circulated for public opinion. 

The Siioi* Assistants Biw. 

_ 17lh. to 18th. APRIL :—Mr. i?. O, K/ier, the l*rcmior introduced to-ilay the Shop 
Assistants Bill, 'flic measure sought to regulate the hours of work in shop, com¬ 
mercial house, theatres and other establishments, 'flic main features of the Bill 
were acceptance of 9 o’clock as the closing hour in the ni<^t and ^c fixing of 
the spread-over and the minimum luid maximum hours of work. The generd 
principle of granting one holiday for every six workbig days was also 
iuicepted. The enactment provided Uiat children should not he employed in the 
establishments (contemplated by the Act, and young persons were allowed to 
work daring day time only. The Premier, iiitroducting the Bill, said that this 
was another measure in the direction of stxiial advancement, and ho hoped it 
would receive the substantud, if not unmiimous, suptmrt of the House, cinite 
unlike the Industrial Disputes Bill, 'i'hc Brcmier averred that the inquiries 
conducted by the Government Lalmur Otticc justified the stc]), and that the 
trend of general iKipnlar o)iiniou hod been ascertained to be unanimously in 
favour of the Bill. Next day, the 18th. April, fairly unanimous supiiort was 
accorded to the principles of tlic Bill, during the debate on the motion for 
first reading. In the course of his speech, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta pointed out 
that such a measure should bo accom}>anied by legislation fixing a minimum 
wage. Otherwise, he thought, the benefit sought to be conferred on the shop 
assistants by the Bill, would be more than counterbalanced by other factors. 
'The Premier did not think tliat that asisict of the question could be consideral 
at this stage, 'fhe Bill was referred to a select committee. Next day, the 
19th. April, the Assembly imsseil a Bill removing the disqualification from roum- 
bership of the munici|>ality of those having undergone imprisonment, provided 
no moral turpitude was involved in such imprisonment. 

IhiizB CoMPEtmoKs Bnx 

Both. APRILITic Finance Minister, the hon, Mr. A. B, Latthe introduced 
to-day the Bill to regulate and levy a tax on prize competitions in the 
province. The Prize Ooraixjtition 'Tax Bill, observed Mr. Latthe, was not intended 
to decide the desirability or otherwise of lotteries. Ethics apart, it was but a 
measure of taxation, propos^ at the time of the budget spccitb. The funds 
were necessary for enforcing Prohibition, 'rho Bill projxiBcd to levy a tax of 
rij per cent of the total sura received by the promoter in rcspo(;t of such 
competitions and Uie Bill provided for a system of licences. The Finance 
Minister made it clear that the provisions airceted only prize competitions held 

and conducted witliiii the presidency. The Leader of ttie Opposition opjioseil 

the Bill, as he thonglit tliat by tliis li^islation the Government was giving these 
competitions a law and status so far denied to diem. He declared that lotte¬ 
ries and corapelitiouB were as bad as the drink evil, 'i'bc Assembly then passed 
the three readings of the Bill which was next passed. Motions to have the 
measure circulated or referred to a select committee wore rcjecUH. 

UiscosaiON op Official Bills 

21gt. APRIL 'The Assembly passed to-day all the three readings of the Bill to 
restrict increase of the rents of premises in urban areas owing to the new 
imposition of the Urban Immovable Property Tax, without a division. 

A Bill to amend the Land Hevenue Code, laying down the principles of assess- 
meiit of land revenue, was read for the first time and referred to a select 
committee, 'i'he House agreed to the amendments passed by die Upper House to 
die Village Panehayats Bill, 

Spa'Aration of Juuiciaay from Executive 

22nd. APRIL :^Sir Ali Mohumed Khan Dehlavi, Leader of the 

Opposition, moved a lesoluUou to-day urguig on the Government the need for the 
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separation of the Judiciary from the Exc.nitivo. IIo said that, the principle 
of the motion had been accepted by all sections of opinion in the country. The 
Csm^esa, which had started an a< 4 itation in this matter, had now iissiiracd charpic 
of the administration, and he felt, therefore, that the principle should be irame- 
diatly put into etrec.t,. He wsw rather surprisetl to note that the Can(?rcss Oovorn- 
ments in tlio different provinces had not siiokcn with one voico on the subject. All 
scutious of the House cxprc.sscd themselves in favour of the motion. 

The Home Minister, Mr. K. M. ifunshi, rcidyinj', said that the Government 
considered the reform sis necessary, nnreiit and fiimlamental. The Government hail 
investijrted the incidmee of the reform and tuid found that the sidenio would 
involve a reshiiilliiiir of the district and taliika services. Such a rcshulllinp:, the 
Government consideceil, would unsettle the lUsiri. t iidmiiiislrativc machinery, which 
oil account of the resnimsiliilitics thrown on them in Kivinir cffo;*t lo_ the Reform 
measures umlurtakcu liv the Goveriiincnt h:id to he maint.ained intact, 'flic 
apixiintment of a ninnlicr of new SiilsKdinatc Jinl'es and the transfer of judicial 
matters to them from the (Him of the Miwistrates would solve the question. 
But the cll’ect of such a measure on the linaii.'i>s ruled it out. The Govern* 
ment could only proceed by stapes, and steps were bcinp taken to transfer 
mapistcrial work as far as ixisaiblo to riuliordinale Jiidpcs. Tbc motion was 
talked out, as on iion-o.'fi. ial iintions on the last day of a session votinp was not 
allowed in view of the new rules framcil. 'I'he Budget session Uius concluded 
and the House adjourned stae die. 


Proceedings of the Bombay Council 

Budget Session—Bombay6th. February to 24th. April 1939 

Bunour for 1939- 40 

The Budget Hession of the Oonncil commenccil on the 16Ui. Febmnry 1939, when 
Mr. A. 0, Latllw, the Kinancc Miiitsier prescntiiip Uie Budget for 1939-10 said 
'•The Budget for tl.c ne-xt year preseiitcii to the Asscmlily has been dcscribctl by 
some as revolutionary and otliers us a ’bombshell’, but I do not S(>c revolution in any 
part of it.” H revolution meant only change, ho adniiltcil the Budget was revolii* 
tionary. The Cabinet, ho added, had for Uie last two years felt that they wem mov* 
inp slow witli their programme and now, it they tricil to take a few slops forward, 
the change could nut ho considcre<l a violent one. The Minister recalled how they 
liad commuted themselves to a |)olicy of prohibition. It could not be said that the 
public, thought that only jnous wishes iverc Iteing cx}>re8so(l by tlie Government, 
While ho would invite constructive criticism and suggestions fur raising Binds 
nci'cssary for c.arrying out llicir programme, the Minister would -emphasise l^t 
tasa'iuii, in their opinion, could not be levied for a greater pnr|)Osc than prohibition. 

OFFIinAI, I’ASSEP 

After the presentation of the Budget, tbc (.'onm-il passed all the three rcadinga 
ot the three Bills wiiii-h had been passetl by Uio Assembly earlier in the current 
session, namely, tlic Bills to amend the liombau Small /folders' Jtulirf Act, the 
District Police Art and the IVcights and Afeasiirrs Act. The I’onneil then adjourned 
till the 24tli. Febnuiry when the propriety of issuing jircss siimmarica of rcijorts or 
other Government do-uments iin.-vcnmisinicil by the full text, was sought to be 
raised by an adjournment motion. The motion rclateil to the release by the Dirwlor 
ot Information of a press summary of tlic TO)M>rt of the Committee which inquired 
into the disturbances on Novemiier 7, when a deinonstr.ation against the IiidiiHtrial 
lUsputcs Bill resulted in firing on the strikers. Mr. 0, Joshi, moving the adjo¬ 
urnment, statol that the press summary of the reimrt of Uic committee was issued 
to the press ami )*nblic, as also to the memliers of the ('ouncil on Fcbniay 3, where¬ 
as the full text was not availalile for a fortnight more. It was arguM that the 
publication of this summary on the cve of the miiuiciimt elections was psyeholi^ical. 
This was the first time that municipal elections were being contested on jiarty lines, 
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and (he report was concerned with the issue as to which of the two parties was 
responsible for the disturbances on the strike day. If the public had the full report 
before ^em thOT could have judged for themselves. The Home Minister, omiosing 
the motion, said, diat there was no allegation that the press summary was inadociuatc. 
A misleading report in the local papers nee'essitated the issue of correct rc))Qrt to 
avoid the public speculating on the nows. Besides, it had been the policy of the 
Government to issue summaries before the full text was available, as it helped to 
pmvont the press from making any speculation on the rontenie. The press in 
TOmbay was a democratic press. The motion was defeated by 15 votes to 6. 

GBNiiiBAn Discussion oy Buoobt 

34th. & 25fb. FEBRUARYBombay’s Budget pmposal were discussed for 
these two days. Prof. O. 8. Mahnjani, while welcoming the rural njilift and 
educational ixtlicics of the Government, criticized their taxation proimsals, which, 
he thought, would lea<l to economic and financial disaster. The tax on 
urban immovable properly seemed to him most objectionable. He wnnteil to know 
why Government had singled out a particular class of landlords for Uiis taxation. 
Several members participateil in the debate and strong condemnation of the 
Government’s taxation protiosals and policy with regard to prohilution was voiced. 
Mr. A. J}. Latthe, Finance Minister, replying to the debate, said that the big 
industrialists and rich ))coplo should put tneir hands dec|)cr into their pockets 
to alleviate the distress of the ixior. Dr. if. D. OiUler, Excise Minister, 
defending the Government’s prohibition ]H)licy, asserted that iirohibition would 
lead to an improvement of the lot of the |) 0 or people. 

Ban on Liquor Ai>vertiskment« 

27th. MARCHLiquor ndvert.iBcmcnls will be taboo in Bombay very shortly 
and necessary legislation in this behalf, on the lines of that obtaining in Madras, 
was passed to'day by the Council. 

Insolvency Law Amend. Biij, 

38th. MARCHThe House took up for consideration and passed to-day 
the Government Bill to amend the Insolvency law in the province. The Premier. 
moving that die Bill be taken into consideration, explained tliat the object or 
the HiU was to give a right to the judgment cralilor to have Ida judgment- 
debtor ailjudged insolvent for non-payment of the judgment debt within n reasona¬ 
ble time, after service of notice on him. without undergoing the extra cxjiense 
and trouble of taking cxocution proceedings. 

CiiAROE Expenditure & Saleh Tax Bill 

5th. APRIL:-'The House met to-day for a short time and iiassed the 
three Things of the Bombay Charged Exmnditnre Bill, and dui first two 
r^ings of the Hales Tax Bill, as passed by the Assembly. The Coimcil 
was prorogu&i on the 24Ui. April. 
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Proceedings of the U. P. Assembly 

Winter SeMion—Lucknow—3rd January to 2lBt. February 1939 

The U. P. Tenancy Biix 

The U. P. Ijegislative Assembly re-sssemblctl after the X’nias holidays on the 
ftrd. Jannary M39 and resumed consideration of the Tenancy Bill. It passed Clause 
21 which specifie<l what classes of tenants would enjoy hercilitray right. Only one 
Rafting amendment, moved by Mr Fhool Singh (CongrosBitc), was accepted by tie 
Gc^emment and most others, emanating from the Opposition benches, w'ero oppoi^ 
and rejected by the House. There ^vas one division in t)ie course of the day— on an 
amendment seeking to confer berc<litary rights on sub-tenants of tcnants-in-chirf 
whose holding exceed 20 acres of land. It was negatived by 75 votes to 19. An 
amendincnt urging that sub-tenants of fixed rate tenants should also acquire heredi¬ 
tary rights if they wore in possession for a cotinuous }>eriod of five years at the 
commencement of this Act, was moved and withdrawn by Kunwar iiir Maharaj 
Bingh. Another amendment, which was also withdrawn, was moved by the Nawah of 
Chhatari, It provided that hereditary rights should be conferred if a tenant had 
paid Ms rent in full for three years continually to the lantilord. In supporting ttiis 
amendment, Nawab Sir Muhammad Yusuf warned the Government that the next 
three yws would he critical years for the Government as the process of ejectment 
propo^ in the Bill would he so ineffective and worthless Uiat ssamindors would 
nwer be able to realize their rents. Next <lay, tlie 4th. January, Clauses 22 to 29 of the 
jMl were pMsed and nearly 50 amendments on the order paiior were disposed of. 

Opposition fought hard to prevent the wcrual of hereditary rights in lands 
situated in a municipality, notified or town area as well as in lands owned by any 
educational institution, but their nmciidmciils were rejwfted by the House. Bimi- 
larly, the House negatived two other amendments moved against hereditary rights 
accruing in uneconomic holdings. In the afternoon an amcndineut was moved by the 
(^vemment which the Revenue Mimister described as an enabling clause in connec¬ 
tion with rile sale of a tenant’s holding for the arrears of rent. He promised to 

S lace the Government’s proposals on tliis matter before tlie House in two or three 
ays and added that it was contemplated that land should revert to the original 
tenant after an interval of four or five years during which period the auction-pur¬ 
chaser would have realized his outlay. Next day, the Sth. January, only two clauses 
relaring to succMsion of tenants could be dis{) 08 ed. Muslim League members, one 
and all, wanted Muslim personal law to apply to Muslim tenancies and they threaten¬ 
ed that if this was not agreed to by the Government, this would be one of the char- 
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ges against the Congress Oovernmcnt of the province showing ^at the Government 
was causing hardship to Muslims. The Revenue Minister succeeded in unnerving the 
opposition by stating how Muslims outside the Assembly Chamber did not want 
Muslim personal law to apply to tenancy and quoted from the reports of the committees 
appointed on the subject in 1901 and 1926, which had Muslim majorities and which 
opposed the pr 0 ))osal. He also quoted the opinions reccivol by the Government 
on the Bill not only from Muslims in general but even from several Muslim 
Leagues and members of those bodies. All of tliem had been published and supplied 
to member's and were opi'.oscd to the Bhariat law being applied to tenancies. 
A number of amendments were made in the table of succession, giving rights of 
succession to step-mothers, grandfathers of deceased tenants and confining these 
rights to unmarried daughters and to widows so long as they did not remarry. 
Begum HalnbuUah and Begum Shahid Hussain strongly criticised the Government for 
tiying to curtail the rights of women, but the Government’s contention was they 
had drawn up the table in the best interests of agriculture and in order to prevent 
fri^mentation of holdings. Three divisions were claimed by the Opposition to-day— 
twice on amendments and once on the adoption of the whole of Clause 30. All 
were defeated by large maiorities. Next day, the 6th. Januaiy, the House made rapid 
progress and finished consideration of Clauses :12,3.3 and 34. Mr. A, P, Jain, Parliamen¬ 
tary Set'tetary to the Revenue Miiiistor, moved four amendments to Clause which 
dealt with succt^ssion to women holding inherited interest. These amendments, he said, 
were consciiuenrial on the cliaiigcs made in the table of succession in an earlier clause. 
The amendments were accepted. (Jertain other consequential and vei'bal amendments 
to clause 33 itioved by the Govcniment were also accepted by the House. This 
clause dealt with ihe questiou of succession to women tenants, other t han those 
mentioned in tiic previous clause. Ckuc SIT), relating to the rights of tenants to sub¬ 
let holdings, was taken into consideration. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved an 
amendment to the effect that a tenant cotihl sublet a bolding otherwise than in accor¬ 
dance with the provisions of tliis Act, with tiie consent of the zamindar. The amend¬ 
ment also providol that no subtenant should acquire or enjoy any rights in a holding 
in excess of th«j rights held by the tenant-in-chief. The Government opposed the 
amendment, which was rejected. The Baja of Tirwa moved that a tenant and a sub¬ 
tenant should 1)0 jointly and severally lialile for rent due from a tenant to the land¬ 
lord. This amendment was also opj^osed hy the Government and was rejected and 
Clause 33 was passed without umciidmcnt. During diseussion of Clause 36, Raja 
Bisheshwar Dayal Seth movcil an amendment, restricting the sub-lctting of a holding 
to a pcrioil of two years instead of live, as providoil in the Bill. Mr. Shaukat AH 
moved tliat the peiitHl be throe years instead of five. Both amendments were n jec- 
ted and Clause 36 was adopted with minor niliciiil amendments. Baja Bisheshwar 
Dayal Seth moyel an aiuciidmcnt to tTmisc 37 to make it clear that a tenant should 
sub-let his holding at the comniciiccnicntof Uic agricultural year only. Theamimd- 
meiit also laid down the jirovision that lietorc a lioliUng was sub-let, the tenant should, 
by a notice in writing to the landholder, inform him lof the address of the pro¬ 
posal sub-tenant, tlic iiumbcr of plots jwoposed to be sub-let and the rent payable 
for such sub-lcaso before the oomiiioiiccinent of the agricultural year. Tlie amendment 
was negatived mid Clause 37 was passed, Jlaja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth's motion to 
aild a new clause to the Bill was rejcctcil. Clauses 39 and 40 were passed with, minor 
otlicial amciidiiionts and tTausc 41 was passed without amendments. At ^is sl^e, 
the House adjourned until Monday, the 9tb. Jaunary, when it passed clauses 43, 44 
and 45 dealing wiih the extinction and division of tenancies and the exchange of 
land. A very lengthy amendment was moved by Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 
tor retention of the landlord’s rigid to acquire a holding for agricultural development 
and such other purposes as erecting mills or factories after payment of comtieiisation. 
The amendment w'as strongly ojifiosed by the Government on the groniids that 
it would take away tlie rights sought to be conferral ui^on Uie tenants by this 
Bill and further that tins privilege had been grossly abused in the past. T'ho amend¬ 
ment was rejaitwl by tlie Mouse. Next day, the lOth. January, the Assembly passed 
no less than 10 clauses after ilisposing of nearly 50 amendments. The Bill made no 
provision for the eonsoUdatioii of holdings and three amendments were moved from 
the Opposition benches to provide for it. The Government who intended to introduce 
a separate bill to promote tlie consolidation of holdings both of zamindm and 
tenants acceplid die spirit of one of these amendments and moved a comprehensive 
amendment of their own which llie House adopted. Other two amendments were 
vigorously opposed on the ground that they sought to benefit the Zamindars and not 
the tenants and the consolidation of holdings was equally necessary for tenants as 
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Qidr holdings were subject to fragmentation in a far greater degree Ihe 
amendment accepted by the Monee provided for consolidation to a limited 
extent and did not obviate the necessity of a separate bill on the subject. 
Next day, the lltta, January, Raja Bisheshtoar Dayal Seth moved an amendment 
to Clause 59 snb-clauso (2) providing that there should be a general provision that 
tenants should be entitled to make improvements in land if they bad obtained the 
permission of the landlord. The amendment was reacted. An interesting amend¬ 
ment to the same sub-clause was moved by Navtab Sir Mahomed Yusuf, It sought 
to make absolutely clear that unless the custom referred to in this clause was a 
recorded custom, or unless the consent of the samindar was obtained, the occupancy 
tenant or ex-proprietary tenant would not be entitled to the benefits conferred by 
this Section. The amendment was rejected and Clause 51 was passed. The Bouse 
took up Clause 59 relating to improvements to land by occupancy tenants. Mr. 
Mubaahir Hussain Kidvaai moved an amendment to add that the improvement shall 
be one which the landholder himself was competent to make. The amendment was 
rejected. Clause 59 (A) was then passed with a verbal amendment proposed by Mr. 
Ishaq Khan. In Clause 60, dealing with restrictions. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 
movra an amendment that no improvement would be made, which might render the 
land unfit for the purpose for which it was given. The amendment was withdrawn. 
Clause 60 was pas^ with a vcibal amendment proi>os«i by Mr. Mubashir Hussain 
Kidwai. Clause 61, making a tenant liable for full rent in cases of improvement, was 
passed without discussion. Clause 62 empowered the tenant to apply to the Assistant 
Collector if permission to make an improvement was refusal by a landlord. Mr. 
Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved for its deletion. The amendment was rejected. Sub- 
clauses (2) and (3) were deleted on tlic motion of Mr. A. P, Jain and Clause 52 
was passed. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved an amendment to Clause 
relaung to the ri^ht of landholders to make an improvement. The amendment 
was rejected. Next day, the 12th. January, Mr. A. P. Jain, Parliamentary Secretary, 
moved an amendment deleting sub-clauses (3) and (4) Clause 63, which dealt with 
the rights of landholders to make imjirovemenls. These two sub-clauses enabled 
the Assistant Collector to grant or refuse permission to make improvements in a 
case where the tenant had refused to give the landlord his written consent. The 
amendment was opposed on legal grounds by Mr. Ishaq Khan, Mr. Joffer Hussain, 
Nawab Sir Mahomed Yusuf, Mr. Tahir Hussain, Raja Bisheswar Dayal Seth, Mr. 
Asiz Ahmed an<l Mr. Munfait Ali. The amendment was passed by 90 votes to 31. 
The Bouse passed Mr. A, P. Jain’s amendment, substituting a new clause for Clause 
^ (a) and rejected the amendment for its deletion moved by Raja Bisheshwar Dayal 
Seth, Mr. Mubashir Hussain Kidwai moved an amendment urging that permission 
be refused for any work costing more thwi five times the annual rental of the land. 
The amendment was withdrawn. Mr. Rizwanullah moved an amendment to Clause 
64 urging that the tenant should not be entitled to compensation for improvements 
made after the cause of action for a suit or notice had b^un. TTie amendment was 
withdrawn. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved another amendment against the 
tenant being cntitle<l to compen<'ation for im]>rovcmeutB made even within three 
months prior to service of summons or notice. I fe said he wanted to prevent fraud. 
The House accepted Mr. Ishaq Khan's amendment that a tenant should not be 
entitled to compensation for improvements made after the date of institution of a 
suit or making of applicalioii for issue of notice. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 
withdrew his amendraeut. Clause 61 was tlmn adopted. Mr. A- P. Jain moved two 
amendments to Clause 63, <loaling with comjicnBation for buildings when crect^ 
without the landholder’s consent, to the cflect tliat the tenant be entitled to sell such 
buildings before the date of delivery of possession or before some later date with the 
permission of a court. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth sought to add another proviso 
that the tenant from whom any arrear of rent was due to the landholders should 
not be entitled to remove the materials until be had discharged the arrear due. When 
the Government made no reply, the Kaja complained that me Government had made 
up their mind not to discuss the various suggestions made by the Opposition 
benches. The amendment W'as rejected and Mr. Jain’s amendment was. adopted. 
Next day, the 18th. January, the House accepted an amendment moved by Mr. 
A. P. Jain, Parliamentary Se<trctary, to Clause 69. The amendment laid down 
conditions for the transfer of right of improvements in the land made by a tenant, in 
case it was sold for arrears of rent. Clause 60 (A), with certain verbm changes to 
bring it into line with ^vious Clauses which had been amended, was then passed. 
Mr. Faslur Rahman Khan and the Nawab of Chhatari m>posed the amendment. 
The latter urged that there must be some limit to the ncue-mindedness of the 
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Gk>v^ment. He consider^l that the only principle involved in the proposed change 
was an attempt to harm both samindars and tenants. He asserted that if the amena- 
ment was passed, it would cause breaches of the i)eace between the tenants themselves 
in the rural areas. Instead of being a blming the Bill had become a curse. The 
amendment was adopted. Baja Bish^shtvar Dayal Setk next moved an amendment, 
deleting Sub-Clause 71_0>) die effect of which was to take away the tenant’s rights 
in scattered trees on Ids holding, which had been in his possession for the last tm 
years. The amendment was rejwteiL Mr. A. F. Jain moved a number of amend¬ 
ments to Section ?i, the object of winch was to provide facilities to tenants for the 
Burrimder of their hohiings. The Clause, as amended, was passed. An amendment 
by ifr. JsiKiq Kkan to Section 73 sought to riusc tlie iierioa from fifteen days to one 
month during winch a holding could be surrendered niter a decree for the enhance¬ 
ment of rent had l>ccn passed. The amcinluicnt was aiM^ejited by Mr. Jain. Four more 
clauses were passed before tlic House adjourned till Monday next, the 16Ui. January, 
when fifteen <-lausea (78 to 93) were passed. Most of them relatol to the determin¬ 
ation and modification _ of rent anil were passed with little or no variation. 
That the order of remission or susiiension of rent passed by the Govern¬ 
ment for iiatui'id calumili^ should be open to bo questioned in civil or 
revenue court was the object of an amendment moved in the afternoon by 
au Independent Parly member. The amendment was ojiposcd not only by the 
Government, but also_ by the Muslim I/iagnn party. It was iiointod out by the 
Revenue iiinieter that it did_ not nrcclude anybody from seeking redress in riie court 
if the Government acted against the provisions of the Bill. Huriug tlio course of dis¬ 
cussions, it was announced by Mr. A, P. Jain, parliamentary secretary, tliat die 
Government did not pro]>ose to do away with ejectment clauses, nut they would make 
alternative firoposals regarding sale by auction and the exact proiiosals will be commu¬ 
nicated to the House. Next flay, the 17th. January, the demnud of the Mui^m 
League party for tlie application of jicrsonal law under the provisions of the Bill was 
partially concoflcil liy the Government, when Uiey moved an amendment to clause 10, 
that on the death of tlie siV-liohlcr tlio Sir right sliall not devolve except in accord¬ 
ance with the personal law to which the doc^casefl was subject. A Muslim Leaguer 
with a view to clarifying the imaition sought to luid an explanation to die clause 
that the law in the case of the Muslims sball moan the Bburiat law of inheritance. 
This amendment, however, was not prcssoil in view of Uie able cxjiosition by a 
lawyer member, l^/iaudAn Haider Hutain, tliat the pej'sonol law could not but mean 
Hindu law in tbc case of the Hindus and Muiiamniadnn law in the case of Muslims. 
The concession mafic Iw the Government to tlie Muslim sentiment was higlilv appre¬ 
ciate by the Muslim League party, but cuusfid some flutter among the taluqmurs. 
Thdr spohesman, Raja Uiahcshar Dayal Seth lost no time in moving another amend¬ 
ment that tlie personal law made applicable to st’r holders should not apply in cases 
governed by Act I of 1809. In otlier words, the Baja wantol that the air of the 
taluqdars should be governeil by Uic talnqilnri law of succession. The amendment 
did not find favour with the House. The consideration of clauses ton and twelve which 
had been postponed at the request of Utc Govcrnuiout was resumed today, and they 
were passdi. The Government stoutly rcsistefl two Omiosition amendments to section 
94, that the court fee in suits relating to variation of rent should not exceed Ks. 10 
and Rs. 15 resiioitively. Their pioiut of view was that such a limit would not help 
the tenants at all in their existing circumstances, but would, on the contravy en¬ 
courage the zamindars to institute suits for enhancement of rent in the whole village. 
The amendments were rejected by tlie House. Next day, the 18Ui. Januarv, a most 
controversial amendment was debated relating to Clause 101 on the duration of 
rent rates. _ A proviso to the Clause provides that the l*i-ovincial Government may 
order revision of rent in case of a rise or fall in jiricns. FiivUier, it provides that the 
Government may p<»tpono revision on ground of administrative convenience.” The 
amendment was rcjei-tcd by 27 to 83 votes. Hcvcial other amendments aiming to 
reduce the period after which revision might take place were rejected and 
Clause 101 was passed. Six amendments relating to Clause 120 (1) were then taken 
up. The Government accepted two ameudnicnts moved by the Oiiposition. One 
rriated to the approval of tlie Legislature before Bp]>uinting au ofiicer to revise rent 
and revenue in emergencies and the other to the deletion of Clause 102 (1) (D) 
giving power to au officer to commute profliice rents into money rents. Clause 
102 (1) was passed and the Assembly adjourned till the 19th. January, when 
Mr. Tahir Hosaain (.Muslim League) moved an amendment providing that 
(he appeal against the onler of an officer, apiiointcd imdcr Section KB, fixing, 
abating, enhancing or commuting rent should he with the District Judge and not 
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with the Oommiasioner. The amendmout was rejected. The House also rejected 
Raja Bisheshtoar Dayal Seth's amendnicnt seckint; to provide that second appeal 
should lie to the Board of Koveiiue in connection with the revision of rent and 
revenue In cases of emergency. Mr. Ishaq Khan moved for the deletion of the 
proviso ttiat no order under this Section should bo questioned in any civil or revenue 
court, with a view to checking the misuse of the powers conferred on the Govern¬ 
ment. The amendment was rejected. The House passccl Clause llB and the next 
two clause without much discussion. Clause 101, which was next taken up, evoked 
considerable discussion. Mr. A. P. Jain moved six amendments, all of whi^ were of 
minor importance, except the one to siib-clauso 101 (2) (d) that the valuation of 
holrlings of hereditary tenants at the pro|K«ed rates does not exceed one-fifth of the 
value of the produce. A member of the Indei>cnilcnt Party moved an amendment 
to sub-clause (d) that nine-twentieth bo substituted for one-fifth. Ho also moved 
the deletion of sub-clause (e). All oflicial amendments were accepted and the others 
were rejected. Raja Bisheshtoar Dayal Seth moved an amendraont to the efferst that 
the rent agreed to by tenants who were admitted to holdings in or between l.')04 and 
1313 faslis should not form the basis of rent rates. By another amendment, the 
Baja wanted to omit the ratio of oiic-flfth (of rent to produce) for puriKrscs of rent 
fixation. The Nawab of Chhatari moved an amendment to the same sub-clause 
for excluding the period between 1304 and i:i08 faslis. Natcab Sir if, Yusuf 
moved another amendment to the same sub-clause that rent should bo fixed 
at not less than one-fifth and not more than one-third of the produce. 
Mr. A. P. Jain opjxwed all tlic amendments, which were rejected. The Assembly 
then adjourned till Monday next, the asrd. Jannary, when eight 
more clauses were passed. Owing to strong and unanimous opposition on the 
part of members not belonging to the Congress Party, Oovorinncnt wore obliged to 
withdraw the amendment to clause 101, which in some way coiintonanued the exis¬ 
ting iniquitous arrangement, whereby some of the tenants belonging to higher castes 
enjoy a privil^od position in the matter of payment of rent. The Government 
amendment which sought gradually to eliminate such caste privilc^rcs required the 
rent rate offleor to record the extent to which, in any village, any class of iHjrson 
held land at a favourable rate or rent, and the extent to which, in their application 
to suits for enhancement of rent of the mcmlicrs of such class, the rent rates should 
be modified on this account. Nawab Sir Mohammad Yusuf, in opposing the amend¬ 
ment said, ‘It is staggering that a Ilemoeratic Government should make bold to come 
forward with such a prepostoious proixisal.’ The meml)ci-8 of the schedided cosfes 
appealed to the Government to withdraw the amendment as it sought tojierpetute in 
statute the existing distinction between them and the higher castes, llie Nawab 
of Chhatari poinMly drew Government’s attention to the fact that such a provision 
contained in the original Bill had been omitted by Uic select commitce. The zamindM 
members stronly nrgwl, in connection with section 111, tlint rout should be liable to 
enhancement when the prwluctive powers of land were increased by fluvial action or 
by any other cause. Tiiey stressed that by refusing to awept tluar plea, the Govern¬ 
ment Ignored their just claim. The amendment moved with this object was opposed 
by Government and rejected by the House. Next day, the 24th. Jannary, the Assem¬ 
bly passed ten clauses and iiostponcil the consideration of one at tlie request of the 
Revenue Minister. One of the clauses rendci's void and illegal the demands made 
by zamindars from tenants. It says that all fees, charges or impositions upon tenan¬ 
ts under the denomination of abwab, said matalba, hart, heqar or other like appela- 
tions in addition to rent or sayar, if any payable, should be illegal and unenforce¬ 
able in a court of law. The zamintlar’s vicwiniint found exjiression in a sixiech 
made by Raja Bisheshtoar Dayal Seth, who said that the clause as drafted amounted 
to an expropriation of the zamindars’ righto and nothing else. He said that the 
zamindars were entitled to get certain dues from tlieir tenants and Government was 
not at all justified in abolishing the righto hitherto enjoyed by the zamindars. He 
moved an amendment making an exception in the case of dues covered by a contract 
or custom. The Nawab ofOhhataii moved another amendment that all unrecoi^od 
demands should bo rendered void. The House rejected both the amendments and 
carried liie amendment moved by Mr. A, P. Jain making nazrana also illegal. Olanse 
was under consideration when the House adjourned till the Sth. February when 
the Bill did not make much headway. Only two clauses were passwl and the considera¬ 
tion of eight clauses in chapter VII was postponed at the request of the Government 
in order to enable them to redraft the clauses. Next day, the 7th. February twelve 
clauses were passed. One of them mohibito arrest or doteution of a tenant for arrears 
of rent. An amendment for the deletion of the clause moved by a member of the 
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Independent party was opposed both by the Government as well as the Opixwition 
parte and it was in the end withdrawn. The landlord members expressed the hope 
that the Government woidd also prohibit the arrest and detention or zamindars for 
arrears of land revenue. That distraint should not be one of the methods for the 
recovery of arrears of rent was the ob'ieut of a Government amendment, which the 
landlord members strongly opposed. Their main criticism was that in the select 
committee the Cioveriiment had agreed to this provision, but now for some myste¬ 
rious reason they wanted to take a somersault and deprive the r^tmindars of iMs 
easy method of realizing their arrears of rent from the tenants. Nawab Yuat^ stud 
that the Congress (h^veriimcnt seemed to change with the change of the wind and 
had no settled principles on anything. The Nawab of Chhatari declared that 
it would be a mistake to remove the provision relating to distraint altogether, and 
by doing so the Government would bo giving no protection to the tonant. The 
Assembly today passed clause lot). Next day, the 8th. February, the House accepted 
an important amendment moved by Mr. A. P. Jain to Clause 111. The amendment 
cm()owcrs the Government to recover arrears of rent from tenants, in the case of a 
general refusal, as arrears of land revenue. Another imiMvrtant amendment moved 
by Mr. Kriahnananda Khare vests certain power in tlic Collector in case of a dispute 
between co-tenants which is likely to cause a brcac^h of the (teace or where the 
zamindars have lealUod illegal demands, the Collector, in such cases, will take the 
areas under his maiiiigeincnl niid will pay the ])rolit to the persons entitled to it 
after deducting tiio cost. Mr. A. P. Jain, Parliamentary Bei'.rctavy, moved another 
amendment to the above amendment. At the request of the 0)>posUion consideration 
of both the ameiiJmcMs was uost.iioiicd, 'flie MiniaUir for Revenue moved the deletion 
of Chapter Eight., dciiling witli distraint for rc<.'ovcryof arrears of rent. The deletion 
of Chapter Eight from the Tenancy BUI will do away with 29 clauses, 225 amend¬ 
ments and contentious provisions. A number of Congressmen particiimted in the 
debate. The Opposition benches vehemently opi) 08 ed the motion and urgod that the 
chapter contained a wholesome provision to deal with recalcitrant and hwitual defa¬ 
ulters among the tcuaiits. Nawab Mahomed Yuauf complained of the Government’s 
vacillation, as they now wanted deletion of wliat they had agreed to in the Belect 
Committee. The motion was adopted. Theioaftor the House passed Clanses 178 and 
179 before adjourning till the next day, Uie «th. februaiy, when after passing certain 
re-<lraftcd clauses relating to dc|)Osit of rent in the tahsildar’s court and its disposal, 
barring of suits against anything done rcganling the deposit, and the deposit of 
rent in court during the )icudency of a suit, tiiu cainsideraLioii of which had been 
previously postt>uucd, the Assembly devoted the rest of the day to the discussion of a 
single contentious clause, which the Government liavc now brought forward with a view 
to enable the collector of a rlistrict to take cliarge of the vill^c, mahal or {lortion 
thereof, and retain it under his own management, if after holding a suitable enquiry 
he was satisfied that any hardship was caused to the tenants due to a dispute between 
co-sharers regarding their rights, or tlio realization of illegal charges, habitual refu¬ 
sal of grant of rcc.ei|)ts for the rent or sayar, or at^ls of oppression by the landlord, 
undor-proprictOT, iiermanent lessee or thekadar. The landlord members vigorously 
opjmsed this clause which was characterized os the most obnoxious and the most 
poisonous by Raja Bi.theakwar Rayat, 'I'hat it was a repressive measure brought by 
the back door to be meii agmnst their political opponents, who had couraM to oppo¬ 
se the Congress candidates daring elections, was the view expressed^ by Mr. Zahirmain 
Paruqi, A large number of amendments moved by the Opiwsition members, most 
of which were opposigl by the Government, were rejected by the House. Three 
amendments were, nowever, accepted. Their effect wa.s to enable the collector to 
manage the proiierty acquired by him under this clause for a period not exceeding 
two years, as the provincial Govorumont might dU’ect, and return tiie surplus to the 
proper person after deducting the amount of land revenue duo. h'urthcr the hardship 
caused to persons other than the tenants in tlio village would be no ground for the 
collector for taking over the management of the villtwo. Next day, the 10th. Febciury, 
b^n with a scrits of reverses for the zamintlars and they were unable to convince 
the Government of the justice of their claims for the realization of arrears of r^t 
even when the tenant was ejeet^. The House passed clau^ 181 according to which 
arrears of rent are deemed to be satisfied when the tenant is ejected from the whole 
or any portion of his holdings. The Govenimont, however, pmtially accepted an 
amendment moved by a Muslim Ixsaguor in respect of clause 185 about ejectment pi 
a tenant for arrears of rent and this gave some satisfaction to them. The time limit 
for making applications to the tahsiliwir was extended by one mouth and the zamin¬ 
dars would DC allowed to apply for cjoctmeiit for arrears not exceeding one year’s 
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lent, Mtliongh the arrears might relate to the year preceding the previous agricul¬ 
tural Tear. The Gk>vernmcut tlionght that it was just and reasonable tliat the tenant 
shoula not be deprived of more that half of his holding for arrears not ezeeeding 
one year’s rent and opposed the amendment moved against tlist provision. 
The House then adjourned till Monday, the 18th. February, when it devoted 
considerable time considering amendments relating to the procedure regarding 
ejectment for arrears of rent in Olauso 181. At the end of the day it had 
};^sd only clauses 135 and 185 (A). Several amendments of the Opixisilion 
wanted that no court fee bo paid on such ajiplications and also provided for 
increasing the time-limit for such applications. They were all rejeeted as the 
Government opiiosed all of them. The Government accepted the principle of the 
Opposition’s amendment that an application could be amended after it had been 
filed. Mr. A. P, Jain moved an amendment to provide for this, which was 
passed. While discussion of the amendment to Cnausc 185 (B) was proceeding, 
the House rose for Uic day and adjourned till the next day, the 14th. February, when 
Glauses 185 (B) to 185 (G) were passra by the House, which luso accepted modification of 
sub-clause 135 (U) regarding the procedure in disputes concerning rent. Consi¬ 
deration of Clause 185 (J) was postiKuied for redrafting it. Next day, the 
ISth. February, no less than fifteen amendments were moved by the Opposition to 
Clause 183-K after it was passed. This was a new clause moved yesterday by 
Mr. A. P. Jain, parliamciitai-y secretory. It empowers the tohsildar to lease 
the land of an ejected tenant, for a period not exceeding six years, to a person 
depositing the arrears due. Two amendments were carried by the House and the 
rest were rejected after discussion, in accordance with tlicsc amendments, the 
tahsUdar may exercise his discretion on an aitplicatiun being made by the 
ejects tenant and not otlierwise; ami, secondly, no may lease the land simul¬ 
taneously with the ejectment of tlio tenant without waiting for proceedings 
between the 3l8t day of May and the 15th day of June of the agricultural 
year in which the tenant is ejected. Raja Bisheskwar Dayal S<ith wanted that 
the tahsildar should lease land only with the written consent of the landlord. 
Another member urged that a portion of tiie holding not exceeding one half 
should be leased. A third amendment wanted that the land shoula be leased 
to i^ricultural labourers, tenants witli economic holdings, or other tenants 
residing in the village. Another amendment urged that compeoBation should be 
paid to an ejected tenant who had effected certain improvements. The purpose of 
this amendment was accepted by the Raveuue Minister, and he himself moved on 
amendment to the efiect that tiie tohsihiar may lease the land on an application 
from the tenant. This amendment was accepted and the clause, as amended, was 
passed. Both on this day and on the next day, the IGtta. February, the Bill 
made very little progress. While only one elause was passed yesteiday, not 
more than two clauses were passed today. The clauses which were passed today 
made some further concessions to tenants in the matter of ejectment proceedings. 
The tenant is given ample time to jtay tbe dccrclal amount, and it is further 
provided that it within one month after his ejectment the tenant deposits the 
amount, the ejectment order shall be cancelled. In the case of ejectment, it is 
stipulated that the tenant would bo ejected only from such portion of the 
holding the rent of whk-li docs not e,\ceed onc-sLxth of the decretal amount. 
A number ttf amendments moved to whittle down the concessions granted to 
ejected tenants weie rejected after discussion. The House then adjourned till 
Monday, the 20th. February, when twelve more clauses in the chapter on eject¬ 
ment were passed and section IJOO was being discussed. Most of the amendments, 
moved, to saf^uard the rights of landliolders, were opposed by the Government 
and rejected by the House. Twice in the course of Uie day the discussion on 
amendments hM to bo stopped for want of quorum. Next day, the 21st. February, 
consideration of dauscs 2013, 201 and 205 was posliioned at the request of the 
Government, wUle the otlicr clauses from 200 to 2tB, deding with ejectment of 
persons occupying wthout title, mode of execution of decree or ortter, time of 
execution ana remedies for wrongful rejcctmcnt wore passed with minor verbal 
amendmmts. Tiie only amendment of imjiortonce was moved by Mr. A, P, Jain, 
Bubstituting a new clause for Clause 202 to the effect that delivery of possession 
in execution of a decree or order for ejectment of a civil or revenue court sbail 
not be m^e bHore the first day of April or after tbe thirtieth day of Juno in 
any year in which it was jmssed. Sir_ Mahomed Yusuf, moving another amend¬ 
ment to the clause, remarked that it was a most systematic end calculated 
melhod of doing away with ejectment altogether. Wito the passing of Clause 
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209, the Assembly to-day finished die chapter on ejectment which proved to be 
a contentions chapter in the Bill. Thereafter the House took up Chapter 10 
dealing with grants of land held rent free or at a favourable rate of rent. 
Raja Bisheshwar Dayul Seth moved an amendment to Clause 210 urging 
that in a registered iiistnimcnt, tlie conditions of the ^nt and its duration 
should be set forth. 'I'hc amendment was rejected by ol votes to 20 and an 

amendment by Mr. d. F. Jain, that tlie grant of land for the purpose of 

planting groves sliould not be treated as rent free was passed. Clauses 21.3 to 
218 were passed with slight modifications. Cbiuso 210, however, was postponed 
for redrafting to incoiporatc a suggestion from the 0]>))Osition that toe grant 
of land for a rcl.gious or social service sliould be deemed exempt so far as 
proprietory rights ;iccrucd in ii. Tlie House adjourned till the next diw, the 
21st. Febmary, when it acccptcHl clmise 216 as rc-ilrafted. Mr. Jafar Hussain 
moved an amendment to it, nut Mr. Jain contended that his amendment was 
die result of an unrerstanding; with tlie Opixisition and threatened to withdraw it 
if Mr. Jafar Husutiin pressed his amendnient. Mr. Jafar Uiissain complained 
that the Governmcnii were unnei'cssarily charging the Opposition with adopting 
dilatory tactics, Init agreed to withdraw his amendment. Next day, the 
23nl. February, the Asscmiily spent the whole day discussing amendments on 

Clause 21^^ and its sub-elauscs. Earlier, the House passed Clause 227, laying 

down the definition of grove-lioldcrs. Clause 228 describes the rights and liabilities 
of grove-liolders. Two divisions were challengcii. Mr. Zahirul Hassun Bari, by 
an amendment, sonj'ht that grove-holders should not have the right of transfer 
of groves. The amendment was rejectefl by 20 votes to 85. An amendment moved 
by Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan further wanted tliat the right of a ^ove-holder 
shall not be auctioned in satisfaction of a civil or revenue courts decree. The 
amendment was rcjci-tcd by 30 votes to 84 and further discussion on the Bill 
terminated at tins s .age to be resumed later. 

Cess on Suoar 

At 4 p. ni., Hr. Katjn movc<l a resolution regarding the lei 7 of six pics 
cess on sugar. Dr. Kaijn pointed out tluit the resolution was in fulfilment -of 
the promise made in the Uppier House that in case the Government levied cess 
of more tlian three pies, Uiey would consult the isgislatni’c. Dr. Katju said that 
in matters of sugar control, tlie Governments of Bihar and the United Provinces 
were moving in close co-operatinu mid that Bihar already hod a cess of six pies. 
It would be unfair to the industry in Bihar if a lower cess was levied here. 
Sir J. P. Srivaitava (Upiier India Chamlicr of Commerce), opposing the 
resolution, iirotcsted against the raising of money from industry for tlio general 
revenue, which was utilised for increasing tlie police force and the Becrctariat 
staff, lie pointed out that the Congress, which claimed to be a friend of the 
poor, was now taxing sugar which whs a necessity of life. The debate had not 
concluded when the House adjourned. 


Budget Session—Lucknow—24Ui. February to 25th. April 1939 

I'lNANCIAI. STATE-MFJiir FOR 1939—40 

24th. FEBRUARY The Budget for the fimuieial year 10.'19'40 with a small 
deficit was presented simultaneously in both houses of Lcgistatiirc at 5 p.m. to-day. 
The Premier's budget statement occupied neatly 80 minutes in the Lower House 
while it was read in the Upiier House by Dr. Katju. Presenting a deficit budget 
in the Assembly, the Premier, Pandit Ooviml Ballahh Pant, estimated a revenue 
of Kb. 13,31,44,'J87, and an expenditure of Us. 13,00,38423, leaving a deficit of 
Rs. 37,93 43.5. To meet this deficit he proiioseil to levy an employment tax, which 
would letch Ks. SO.OO.OCX', and tlio remaining deficit the Premier hoped to wipe out 
during the course ol tlie year. I’rcroier I’ant deirlarcd : ‘Almost the whole of expen¬ 
diture, whether incurred last year or tliis year, whicli now exceeds the amount actually 
spent in 1937-38 by nearly Ks. 1,2.5,00,000, was directed towards the relief of the 
poorer classes and promoting remunerative and progressive objects designed to raise 
the social and material level of the general mass of the people’. The ftemior in his 
statement says that tlio Govern incut have accoptcil the scheme of basic education, 
making a libeial provision therefor and arc paying special attention to the ^estion 
of jail reform, reclamation of criminal trilies, in connexion with which the Govern¬ 
ment have decided to deuotify all the tribes; improving the condition of the service 
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of inferior Government servants by friving them relief in leave and pension and 
introducing scales of pay. The minimum pay of jail urarders, and police constables 
has been raised to Ks. 15. The Premier announced schemes for the reorganization of 
police, separation of executive and judicial functions, extending of the Barda canal 
into the eastern districts, extension of the tube-well system, and extension and 
improvement of the existing grid system. Provision has also been made for 
the extension of the councillors’ quarters. 

Two Taxation Bitjls 

Two taxation measures were introduced by the Premier after the presentation 
of the budget, namely, the U. P, Sales cf Motor Spirits Taxation Bill and the 
U. P. Employments Tax Bill. The former Bill proposes to levy two annas per 

g allon, while the latter proposes to levy a graded tax when the total sala^ earned 
uring the year ending March 31 excels Ka 2,5UO. The minimum tax is Rs. 90 on 
an annual income ranging between Rs. 2,.500 and Rs. 3,500. There is a progressive 
increase, the tax on incomes above three lakhs being Rs. 32,000 In the statement 
of objects and reasons it is stated tiiat the Government considers it cx^dient to in¬ 
crease the revenue of the province to finance various schemes of rurid, education, 
medical and industrial development, including extension of the policy of prohibition. 
It is therefore proposed to im))ose a tax on different employments on a definite 
graded scale. Persons employed in his Majesty’s military, naval and air forces and 
those whose emoluments from their employment do not exceed Ite. 2,500 annually 
would be exempt from this tax. 

Seveuai. BiUiS Introduced 

A number of Bills were then introduced. The Consolidation y Holdings Bill 
was introduced by the Revenue Minister, tiie Agricultural Produce Markets Bill by 
the Minister of Justice and the Indian Medicine Bill by the Minister of Local Belt- 
Government. The Minister of Justice also laid on tlie table the amendment to the 
Sugar Factories Control Rules of 1938 and the Government scheme for the separa¬ 
tion of judicial and executive functions of magistrates in U. P. The Assembly 
then adjourned till 13th. March. 

General Dlscussion ov Budget 

18th. A 14th. MARCHThe general discussion of the Budget commenced on 
the IBtb. March when severe criticism of the Government’s financial policy resulting 
in ever increasing burden of taxation on tiie i>eo{>lc of the province was voiced by 
non-Gongress members. Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh asked the Premier what 
further measures of taxation did the Premier propose in order to meet additional 
deficits which were bound to follow if the ]K>licy of prohibition was si)ecdily carried 
into effect without effecting very subtantial economics. Sir Jmila Prasad Srivastava 
calculated that the new expenditure embarked upon by the Government during 
tha last 20 months totalled Rs. 1,60,00,000, while the loss in excise revenue 
due to the prohibition jxiliey so far amount^ to Rs. 40,00,000. This Government 
had to raise two crorcs by new taxation, and by means of the entertainment tox, 
surarcane cess and enhance stamp duty and court-fees they had alreiuly realized Rs. 
1,^,00,000. He exp^tod that further taxes would bo levied to rodize the remaining 
Rs. 68,00,000. Captain S, B, Poeock voiced the public opinion in saying that the employ¬ 
ment tax was an iniquitous proposal and would arouse resentment among the educate 
people who had to do some real work for their living. Ho warned the Government that 
this tax would result in increased unemployment among the educated middle classes, 
and both individuals and capital would be forced to leave the province in search of more 
salubrious financial atmosphere. Next day, the 14tb. Mareb, Mr. H. <?. Wal^d 
described the Budget as misleading and complained that the Government had done 
nothing for the masses. He challenged the justice and equity of the sugar cess and 
the petrol and employment taxes. To tux 130 I. C. B. men, the Government tax^ 
the whole province. The Government, he said, wanted money, not for the benefit of 
of the country, but for Congress propaganda. Sir Muhammad Yusuf said that the 
finances of the Government were in a desperate condition and heading towards 
bankruptcy and described the Budget as “glamorous window-dressing.” Mr. Laxmi 
Shanker Sajpai (Congress), while congratulating the Premier for making proper 
provisions in the Budget for the uplift of the fallm and depressed masses, compMoed 
that the Government had done nothing to rectify the topheavy administration and 
recommended the immediate abolition of a numbm- of posts. Begam Habibullah com¬ 
plained that the Government had made no adequate provision for female education, 
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especially for Muslim girls. The Nauiab of Chhatari welcomed the increase in tiie 
salary of the low paid stafT, lie feared that with the introduction of Brohibition 
and reduction in canal rates, the Government would be faced with a heavy deficit 
next year. Replying to criticisms, the Premier pointed out that taking into account 
the superannuation charges and the sinking fund to meet the debt charges which 
came up to Bs. 60 lakhs, the subvention of Uie Government of India was really no 
windfall as contcndiid by some. He declared that he made substantial economies to 
meet the situation. Regarding the reduction in salaries, the Fremier said he could 
not reduce the salary in the case of 8U]>erior )iosts. The Government were, 
however, pursuing the miestion and lia<l ma<ie a renresentation to the authorities. 
He claimed that' he had converted the deficit of into a surplus, paid up 

the debts and invested capital expeiidilure. As regards I’rohibition, the Premier 
wanted the House lo give a clear venlict whetlierc they wanted it or not. If 
they did, they must find the money for it. He expected to present supplemen¬ 
tary estimates for mctlical and )<ublic lieidtli. The ITcmier concluded with an 
appeal to all to join hini in making die villages cleaner, richer and better. 

VOTIMO ON BUIKiKl' Demanhs 

14th. to 30th. MARCH '.—Voting on Budget demamls for grants commenced on 
the 14th, March. The necessity for abolishing grinding of fiour in jails was urged by 
speakers during tlie discussion on a cut motion to a demand for Its. 30,68.(^ under 
“Jails and convict 8.jttlomeuts.” Mr. Oopinatk Srivastava, Borliamentary Becretary, 
stated tliat as an experiment, the Government were starting a power mill in one 
central jail. Replying to the debate on another cut motion relating to jails, Mr. 
Brivastava stated that political prisoners were those who did not act for personal 
gain. The classification, he said, would dc]«nd on liie nature of the crime committed. 
There would be only one class of political prisoners and classification in the 
case of non-political prisoners would also be abolished. Those sentenced to 
simple imprieonmeut would be required to spin in jails. All Ihe cuts being 
withdrawn, the entire grant was passeii. Next day, the 16th March, both 
Congress and Opjosition members criticised the Government’s land revenue 
policy. The mover complained that while the collection of revenue from zamindars 
was 99.9 per cent, the collciuion of rents was only (30 or 80 per cent, which meant 
that without getting rent from tenants, the juiihindars hail to ]>ay revenue from 
their pockets. Mr. Mohanlal Uautam (Boidulist) comjdaincd that though the Congresa 
had been in oflice for about two years, (hey had not done enough. The Tenancy 
Bill was so much delayed that numerous teniuits had been ejected. He addea 
that zamindarics should go, lock, slock and iiarrcl. 'J he time had gone when the 
British wanted Zamindars. The latter were now wanted by none in the country. 
Nuwab Mohamed Yusuf said tliat tlie economic condition of zamindars was so bad 
that it was a disgrace to the Govern raent. The ( iovernment could not achieve their 
end unless they combined labour and capital. I'lic ]>rovinre, he claimed, was main¬ 
ly tlie creation of zumindai's. Sir J. P. Srivustava demiuided clarification of the 
revenue policy, as the Revenue Minister’s altitude was doubtful in this matter as 
in oUicrs. For iustaucc, he had sup]iorted Mr. Bose and now he was eittiug with 
the supporters of Mr. Gandhi I lie added that the entire money on rural ttevdop- 
ment was bcuig wasted. They sliould give monetary assistance to the tenantry ; a 
neat deal had to be done to see a contented tenantry. On the 18th. March, 
tiic House voted demands for grant concerning Excise, Veterinary, Co-operative 
Credit and Agriculture. In eonnodion with the last of these demands. Dr, Katju 
announced the intention of the Government to apjiuint a committee of oflicialB and 
non-oiiieiala with wide terras of reference to examine all tlie activities of 
Agricultural deiiartmcnt and said tliatthcGovcrumcnt was willing that the depaod- 
meiit should be thoroughly overhauled. The House then adjourned till Tueeday, 
the 21st. March, when it voted the dcniuuds for grants under (1) Public Works, and 
(2) Civil Works, Government were severely cruicised by the opposition for provid¬ 
ing a lump sum of Rs. 27,75,000 in the budget without having detailed the scheme 
for the expenditure of this large amount. Kiitiwar Hir Maharaj Singh considei^ 
that it was an undesiraldo proceuuro for adoption by a resiionsiblc Government. 
The Minister for Communications, Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim thought that it was 
not necessary for the Govenimeiit to come before the House witii a detailed s^eme 
in each and every ease. He, however, assured the House that the detailed proposals 
r^arding construction of roads and bridges would be placed before the House for 
d^ussion. Next day. tlie 22nd. March, tim House voted the demands for expenditure 
on public works met from the revenue, improvement in communications financed 
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from the central ro :d development account and the aclministration of justice. Dr. 
ICatju, Minister for Justice, promised to allot a day, if possible, of the Govern¬ 
ment scheme for separation of judicial and examtive functions in the month of 
April. Most of the speeches made from the CoDKi’ess benches were unduly lengthy and 
irrelevant to the issues raised by the cut motions. Next day, the 23rd. March, two cut 
motions were discussed in connection with the edu<‘afion budget and the discussions took 
a communal turn. The motions related to the reservation of seats for Muslim students 
in the King Gorge’s Medical College ninl grants made to tlie Aligarh and Benares 
Universities. _ The Education Minicter refused to interfere wilh the discretion of the 
Lucknow University which was an autonomous bo<ly and ran ^e medical college. 
This cut motion was iwcssed to a division and rejected by the House. Next day, tne 
24th. March, tlie Assembly passed the Education budget of Rs. 2,13,ti8,9l9, the 
highffll ever prcsental in the province. Most of tlie cut motions related regarding 
Muslim institutions or Scheduled Castes’ grievances. In the eourso of the discussion, 
the Minister^ annouiiceil that be had written to all inslitutions of the province that, 
unless restrictions against liarijans were rcinovetl before July next, the Govern¬ 
ment would stop the grants to tlicm. The question of grants to private institutions 
was raised by a cut motion, reislying to which the Minister said, '’I'hey are bound 
to die._ Why should I be the hangman ?” Next day, the 25th. March, Mrs. Vijaya 
Laxmi Pandit presented her budget for Public Health, which was passed wiuiout 
any “cut” motion being pressed to a division. Mrs. Pandit jxiinted out that there were 
serious floods and famine all over the province. She tlionglit that the Ihiblie Health 
Dmortment was still considered “untouchable” among the Government Dcjiartments 
and urged the pcoiile to co-operate with the authorities. She drew attention to the 
Government’s desire to extend tlie health scheme to five other districts and stated 
that a scheme for distribution of milk had been started in Agra District. She 
announced tliat she liad received an offer from four persons, including Rs. 5,000 
from Mr. O. D. Birla, to eqiup moving disjwnanrics for women, for the Sitapur 
District The Assembly passed two more grants relating to superannuation 
allowances and jiensions and payment of commuted value of iiensions. On the 
28^ March, communal passion and prejudice of the worst type were greatly in 
evidence in both the Congress and the Muslim Li;agne benches in connection with 
the discussion of a cut motion under the head ‘general nilministration.’ Tlie issue 
rinsed by the motion was ‘ihe grave situation crcatcil by the failure of the Qoveni- 
ment to maintain law and order in the nrovince, and its failure to saf^uard the 
the liv« and the projiortics of the Muslims'. From the very commencement the 
discussion took a definitely communal turn and Uic Assembly was turned into a 
battlcCTonnd between the Congress on the one side and the Muslim League on 
the other and the ntmos|ihe:'c became very tense wlicn each party aecuBcd the 
other of being largely rcsi'.onsiblc for the communal riots tliat have recently occurred 
in various places. Completely contrailietory vei-sions of tlie same incidcHts were 
given by the Muslim and the J lindu members and wild charges were levelled against 
the opposite community. The key-note of the criticism of both Hindus and Muslims 
not belonging to the Congress party was tiuit the Government luid failed to lake 
strong action to check the growth of communalism in the province and that crimes 
of viment type had steadily increased since the Congress (lOvernmciit had assumed 
office. The Nawab of Chhatari deplored that the first Indian Government in the 
province had not been able to mainUiin law and order Buccessfully, and he pointed 
out that irresponsible people masqucrailing in the name of tjie Congress tried to 
create difficulties for the police in rural areas, ns the result of which olHcial prestige 
had gone down. The House then adjourned till the SOth. March, when in accordance 
with the various suggestions made relating to the communal situation, Premier 
Pant outUntxl a number of stringent measures which tlie Government projiosed to 
take to suppress communal riots in the province. TJicsc measures included imposiiion 
of punitive jioliee tax on members of tlie conimiiiiity mainly resiionsible for the 
trouble, strict iwlion against individuals and newspapers fomenting communal ill- 
feelliig, enrolment of special constables from amongst most respectable classes 
wherever necessary, prosecutions imdcr Uetrliuns 107 aiid Ui, house searches and 
immediate arrests wherever there was a case of stabbing, murder or arson. 
At 5 p.m. the guillotine was np]ilicd and the rest of the grants were made and the 
entire bndget, as presented by tiie Premier, was passed by the Assembly without 

The EMi'igiYMisNT Tax Biij. 

Idth. March to 14th. April U’hc debate on the Employment Tax Bill com¬ 
mence on the lOtii March and continued till tiie 18th. when Sir Jwala Prasad 
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Brivaslnva concluded hie criticism with a note of warning to tho Government 
about the adverse result of Uieir financial ))olicy on money markets, business and 
trade. He implored the Ouvornment not to pnxluce the impression in money 
markets that the Government was wasting public money. Capt. Foeock who 
followed held that as a result of tho projioscd tax the problem of unemployment 
among educated middle classes had become more acute. Me protested against the 
discriminatory nature of the tax. Tho debate was adjourned at this stage till the 
aiat. March when Dr. Kailush Ndth Knlju, in the course of a vigorous defence of 
the Bill, consblered that the tiix was intni vinm of tho proviivial legislature and 
the Government were satisfied a!»mit the complete legality of the tax. He said, 
“Wo expect Vi get ;10 lakhs out of this tax. It. ciinves to one nnnai>er hea(l of the 
population. What is the goo<l of figliiing aliout one anna jier head ? Next day, tho 
22nd. March, Mr. Said u.i-din (GongresH) and Dr. Afurnri Lul spoke in support 
of the Bill. Knnwar Hir Muhuraj SinyU opposed the Bill and feared that 
within twelve months tlic House would he called upon to pass fresh taxation 
measures. Mr. Dusmoiid Yaun</ (Etiroi>ean), speaking for the fc’erviccs, said that it 
would Iks nnl'air to change Uie original prosjie.-t witli which they entered service 
and it was unjust, to tixKit a piihjic. servant as a pnidic enemy. He also questio¬ 
ned the legality of tiie Hill in view of tlie wvtions of the (Tovernmeut of India 
Act relating to safeguards for the _Sisrvii-««. One of the Hiscakcrs said 
that the diehard.! in England like tfir Michael O’Dwyor and Bit Alfr^ 
Kno.x, who were e.streniely critical of the Gavernment of Intlia Act, might now say 
that dieir fears ha<l nroved to he true and Unit the U. T*. Government hivi committed 
a breach of faitti with the scrvicc.s. Tlie debate had not conclnded when tho House 
iuljourncd till the 23rd. March wlien Framior Puai replieil to tlie criticisms made 
inside and outside ‘ho House and the !>iU was roferroil to a 8clo<:t eommittc. After 
its emergence from tlie select oommitleo, the Bill wtis taken uj> by tho Assembly 
on the t.lth. April and on the next day, it wiw passed after the motion for tMrd 
reading was strongly opitosed hy Kuiiwur 8ir MafKiruj Singh, Bir J. Snvastava, 
and Cnptam S. li. Foci>ck. They warneil the Government tliat tho middle classes 
would be adversely affix ted by the measure, and unemployment among tho educated 
cla8eo.s would inermse a gre4it deal. 'J’hat iho question of tho legality of the Bill 
would have uUimutely lo be decided by the Federal (Vmrt w.is mentioned by more 
than one siteaker. It also iioinfixl out that the selci^t committee had adoptod a 
subterfuge in order to get over ihe llaiv, and liad luiulc an a'lortivc and futile 
attem|>t to classify the employments according to the nmoiiiits of the salaries earned 
by the individuals. Any measure of taxaUoii worthy of its n.amc should not bo 
camoullagcd in this way, remarkeil Captain i'oeork, who took the House by 
surprise wlion lie stalol that ids own employees would bo reimbursed by him to tbo 
extent of Uie loss they would suller in their incomes ns a result of the employment tax. 

JlOTOK Si'iiiriB Sai.ks T.tx.i'j’ioN Bii.r, 

2Sth. to SOth. March :■ -Dr. TC. N, Katju. the Slinistcr of .Tnstice, inovetl on the 
2.')th. March that the Moior Bpirils BiiU-s Taxation Bill be taken into eonsideration. 
Sir J. F, Srivaataoa declared that the Ooveniineul. were laying too great a biinlen on 
the iieople. It was tlie last straw on tho cuniers bu'-k. Next day, tho ‘37th, March, 
the House rojwterl the opposition amendment for its refei-cnee to a select 
committee and aeeptol die Miuislor’s motion. Next day, tlie 38th. MareJi, the House 
passed the second reading of the Bill. The inolion for the third reading was 
Dcing opposed by Sir Jualu Prasad Srivastava when the House adjourns till 
thursday, the isJth. Mareh, when ihe Bill was passed. The Assembly also passed 
a resolution approving the levy of Sugar cevs at half anna per mauiid after some 
discussion. 

The Indun Mkpicisk Bn.i. 

Slst MARCH The Assembly this aftcrniKin refeiTed the U. P, Indian 
Medicine Bill and tho Batlrinatli Temple Bill lo Solc«.:t Committees. Mrs. Vijaya- 
lakshmi Pandit, Minister for IxK-al Bclf-Govcrnment, moving the former, said &t 
the object of the Bill was lo raise tlie Iiidiau systiuns of medicine to the level 
of allopathy and moilcruise them so as as to make them beneficial to the rich 
and the poor alike. The immediate necessity, therefore, was to set up a Board 
of Indian Medicino, which would co-or«linato tho working of indigenous systems 
of mralicine, dire-t their working and ileal with all forms of quackery. The 
Government wore also considering the question of starling at an early diate a 
research institute to explore tho intrinsic value of this branch of medicine. 
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The BADBINATB TbMPI/E BlLTi 

Mr. Bampumanand, Minister for Education, moving the Badrinath Bill, 
observed that the Government were bringing forward this measure as ^ey had 
a special responsibility regarding this temple. liStely, there liad been complaints 
and the Government thought that this state of affairs should not be allowed 
to continue. He urged that the Bill should be eiqiedltcd in view of the coming 
pilgrim season. 

The TJ. P. TtaiANCv Biij. (Oontd.) 

The House thereafter resumed discussion on the Tenancy Bill, and adjourned 
till the next day, tlie 1st. April, when some Op))osition members alleged that, 
whenever there was a clash of interest between a tenant and a Mahajan, the 
Government extended their sympathy to the latter. Muslim members stated that 
it was bmng freely stated that inaividnul members of the Tipper House were 
being canvassed to support the Tenancy Bill on the promise that rural indebtedness 
legislation would not be brought u]>. The House concludeil today the (hscussion 
on Chapter 12, dealing with thekadam, ami proeeedcil to discuss amendments to 
clauses in Oliaptcr 13, about arrears of revenue, profit, eto. Throughout the 
day, the discussions were extremely dull and lifeless, which perhaps accounted for 
the unusually ])oor attendance in the Mouse which then adjourned till the 
3rd. April when there was a feeling of jubilation in the Congress benches that 
the penal provisions in Chapter XIV about com))cnsation and penalties were passed 
without any moditientiou. All amendments moved by the Opposition members to 
reduce the proposed penalties wore opjtosod by the Government and rojecsted by 
the House. Next day. the 4th. April, the Assembly passed 23 clauses of the Bill. 
“Bo long as the amioiutmcnt of the Judges of the High Court and the Chi^ 
Court is not in the luinds ot the IVovincial Government, the latter would not be 
a party to the transfer of any power to them,” said Mr. A. P. Jain, Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretary, opposing Mr. Af. H, Kidwai’s (Moslem I..eaguo) amendment, 
to the effect, that the Board of Revenue should be abolished and its work 
entrusted to the High Court or Chief Court. The mover opinerl that non-coopera¬ 
tion witii the High Courts was due to the fact that they were not amenable to 
the Government’s wishes. On the 6th. April a night-sitting was held to conclude 
consideration of the Bill. The House carried on its business in a calm 
atmosphere and carried on its amendments and then adjourned to 12tb. April, when 
it concluded the second reading of the Bill. 'Two important clauses were 
added, the first laying down that all deliveries of j) 08 se 8 sion given idter 
April 1937 for aiTears of rent for kharif 1.M4 and prior instalments could be 
cancelled on an apidication by the ejected tenant. The second rclateil to the right 
of Bub-letting to tenants of Oudh. Two amendments were move<lby Raja B, D. 
Seth to exclude the province of Oudh from the purview of the Bill. The 
Dejputy Speaker ruled them out of order, as an amendment similar in nature was 
rmected by the House earlier. Baja B. D. Seth moved an amendment to the 
effect that the Tenancy Act shouhl not come into operation exceirt at the 
commencement ot the agricultural year. This was also rejected. The House 
then adjourned till Monday next. 

Aobicui.tueistb Debt Redemption Bha 

17th. APRIL There was no opposition in the Assembly to-day to the Bill for 
the redemption of debts of agriculturists and workmen, whhth was rrferred to a 
select committee. This was the first of the tJirce or four debt bills which the Govern¬ 
ment propo^l to introduce and the Government were criticisied by Kunwar Sir 
Maharaj Singh and Sir J. P. Srivaetava for not placing b^ore the House the 
entire picture of their scheme for the redemption of debt and for bringing forward 
piecemeal l^islation. Several Congress members held that the Bill did not go far 
enough and uiat its provisions were not sufficiently libei-al. 

Encumbered Estates Amend. Bh.i, 

The Encumbered Estates (Amendment) Bill os amended by the select committee 
was taken into consideration in the afternoon, and all amendments mov^ by toe 
Opposition wore rejected. That the House could not amend too original Act out¬ 
side the scot* of the amending bill was toe objection raised by Mr. A. P. Jain, 
mrliamenta^ secretary, to the amendment moved by Mr. Mubaahir Husain Kidwai. 
On toe next day, the I8th. A^l, toe House passed toe Bill and discussed the scheme 
for the seuaration of Judicial and Executive functions presented by the Minister for 
Justice, wno also introduced the Oudh Courts Amendment Ml. 
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THE U. P. TENANCY BILL 

The Badrinath Temple Bill 

19th. APRIL:—Tho House (lassod into law today the Badriiiath Temple Bill, 
which provided for biittor iaanai;cmeut of tho tem;>Ie. A committee of management 
will be set up under the Bill, roprcsciitiug various interests, includiug the Tehrl 
State which has been intimately associated with this temple, sacred to the Hindu 
oommnnity throughout the countrv for several generations. Most of the amend¬ 
ments moved by Pandit Anasui/a Hramd Bahuguna (Congress) were opposed by tho 
Education ifinister and were eventually withdrawn. The Minister, however, accep¬ 
ted one amendment raovol by Mr. Bahnguna -suggesting that the remuneration and 
allowances jmyablc to tho members of the committee of management should not 
exceed those payable to tiic members of tho legislature. Another important amend¬ 
ment was moved by a member of a scheduled caste. Mr. Ram Prasad Tamta, 
Ho urged that one out of the two members to bo nominated by the Government on 
the committee should belong to his commiiuily. This amendment was, however, not 
pressed iii view of the d<:finite assunmeo given by the Minister that the Govern¬ 
ment would have at least one nicmbur of a schedufed caste on the committee, iteply- 
ing to the third roiuling debate, the Education Minister said that tliis was tM 
first step in the dircutioii of teinpic reform and tiuit the Government intended to 
bring forward legislation for temple entry by llarij-ms. 

The U. P. Tt-MANCY Biu. 


20tb. to 24th. APRIL:—In the Assembly to-day the Tenancy Laws Amendment 
Bill and the Police Amendment Bill were introduced. Tlie third reading of the Teu- 
ancy Bill was next taken u(i. Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidtnai, Minister for Revenue, referring 
to the cliaiigcs made in tlie Bill, said that where arrcitrs remained, the Zamiiidar coiilu 
get a ))art of the holding auctioned. Thus there would be no ejectment. The Bill gave 
Uie Eashtkar a rigiti to plant all over his holding. By one of the amendments a sub- 
lonant in Oiidh >!oiild not lie ejected for five years, tfawah Sir Muhammad Kasa/lioped 
that the Govern meat would come to some honouralclc settlement which would usher iu 
u happy era. Aceonling to liim, the Hill idmcl at bringing about dissensions between 
the tenants and the s un indars. The basis of rent was, he said, sova^ue that it lent 
itself to mischievous iiussihilitius tuid would pave the way for cspropriallon of zamin- 
<lirs. It would not iienclit llie Guvurnmeut cither. He asked the Government if they 
did not want to let t'le samimbir keep his body and soul together and what iJicir object 
was in making tluise “uudcsiraijlo and [Kiriiicions ]>rovisious’. The Moslem Leai'iie 
Party siwkcsman sat I that the League had dccidoil to support the jnissage of the Bill 
»les;.)it.c Its limiutioiis and imperfections, because it gave tenants ft,xily of tenure, fair 
rent and fcivomablc conditions, lie cliarged Congressmen with not fulfilling their 
ple-lge to the ele.;tor tte. Discussion luul not eontdudisl when tlie House adjonrned to 
meet on the ne.xt day, ilie 2l8t. April. Tho tliird reading of the Bill was continued. 
Some noa-Cougrcssices, while generally arlmitting Urnt the Bill was a definite impro¬ 
vement in the iliroction of bettering the lot of the tenanty, citaractorised it as a ‘‘Block 
Bill” inasmuch as it eudaugored tiio rights of zaraindars. This brought forth a spiri¬ 
ted reply from Gongressineii, Mr. Saiduddm Ahmed remarking that tlie Bill was the 
Magna Carta of' thi! tenants. The Opposition wore blamctl by Ministeria¬ 
lists for adopting “ililatoi^ tactics”. Iscxt day, the 22iid. April, the third 
reading of t\i« Tenant y Bill was conliuned. Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 
said tl 
Agra 

than I_ __, .__ ,, . , „ . 

thing in contravention of tlie terms of the sauails. 'JJic Talukdars were the declared 

E roprietoi's under the terms of the saiiads and this legislature could not confer 
ereditary riglits against the eoiiBciit of Uic Talukdars. Mr. A. P, Jain, Parliamen¬ 
tary Secretary, said that zamiiidais never took any com) assion on tenants and 
got them ejecteti on very minor jireiests. Ihis Ooverument, which claimed to be 
civilised, could not tolerate any hardship on anybody. There should only be two 
rarties in that proi incc, namely the Government and cultivator. Mr. Mubashir Hussain 
Kidwai (.Muslim liCague) welcomed the Biil and said (hat the fact that the Muslim 
League’s amendments were accepted by the Government showed that the League was 
teying its best to improve the fiUl. He had not finished his speech when the 
House adjourned Ull tho 24tli. April when tho Bill was passed by the House 
without a division amidst cheers from the Congress benchra. During, the con¬ 
sideration stage nearly 3,000 amendments were tabled, of which ^ were actually 
moved. Tliree hundrM and seventy amendments of these were adopted, 350 nega- 
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tived and 80 wiHidrawn, while about 50 were ruled out of order. It will bo r^allcd 
that the Bill was held up in the course of discussion, in view of the Agra Zaraindarr 
request to the Congress High C.!omtnand for arbitration in the matter. The C)u<lh 
'.Mukdars, however, opiHtsed the move and consequently the formers’ request was 
tnrn^ down by the Congress ravliameutary Committee. 

Motor SpiRtTS S.trjis Tax Biix (contd.) 

25th. APRIL: —The Assemiily to-day rejciTcd the amcu<lmcnt adojtel by the 
Upi)er House to the Sales of Motor Hpirits Bill rolueing the nvtc of levy from 
two annas to one anna six pics per gallon. Two other amendments, however, 

one of which was verbal, while the other c.xtenilcil the jiei iod for filing a suit or 

prosecution from four to six months from the date of the Act i>omi>Inined of, 
wore accepted. Opposing the Council’s amendment, the Prumier said tliat it really 
was iUstastefnl to ask tlie Assembly to register its diirercncc of opinion with 

the tipper House, but it ap))careil to liim that tlie change mode by the Council 

was not in public interest. Tlie procce<ls of the tax would i)e utilised for the 
coiistmctiou and improvement of roads which would help motor (ratlic. 

I’OI.K^E -^MESPMKST Bll.l, 

The Assembly next passed tlic Police Amciidracnt Bill introduceil on tlie 21st. 
April, with a minor amendment, limiting the period of limitation for ap]>lication 
for compensation in resiKxrt of ilealh or grievous hurt or loss of or damage to 
property caused, by first day of April litW, to four montlis. In the course 
of nis reply, the Premier regretted that the ncc-ossity for imimsing punitive police 
had arisen, nut they could not shut their eyes to the ronli'y of the situation. 
He, however, itolutcd out that it was not absolutely necessary for enforcement of 
claims for compensation that punitive imlice should be imposed, and such claims 
eould be made without the area being de<dare<l “disturbed” or “dangerous”. 
Because of oecurrences like tlic iwevious day’s, it seemed that the Government 
would be failing in their duty it they any longer put oft’ “this evil f d^”. 

The Revenue Minister next introduced the U. P. Money-lenders Bill, The House 
then adjourned till the Sth. May. 

May SeMion—Lucknow^Sth. to 17th. May 1939 

Nox-OFPiciAt. Bills Istroducbd 

Sth. MAY -.—Five non-official bills wore introduced to<l!iy. They were the 
Canning College and British Aaeoeiatioii Contribution Act (Amendment) Bill 
se^ng to do away with the statutory responsibility of the Government to 
realize the subsoriplions payable by uie talnqdars of Oudh to the British 
Indian Association while increasing the contrihntion made to tlie Canning 
College (now merged in the Lucknow University), the Hindu Marriage Reform 
and Dowry Restraint Bill, the Supervision of Orphanages and Widows Homes 
Bill, the Rural Labourers' Uinimum Wages Bill and the Indian Criminal Law 
(United l^ovinces Amendment) Bill. The first out of these five bills was referred 
to a select committee after vigorous opposition by the representatives of the 
British Indian Association. The Assembly refused to agree with the amendment 
insisted upon by the Council on April 27 redneing the proposed petrol tax from 
two annas to one and a half annas {wr gallon. 

Abolition of Dowry System 

Oth. HayA non-official resolution recommending the eradication of the 
evil of dowry system and sale of girls was passed this morning. The hon. Mr. 
Sampumanand, Minister for Education, in the course of the discussion, said that 
there could not be two opinions on the question that the dowry system was bad, 
whether it existed among the Hindus or Muslims or Christians. There could, 
^erefoie, be no doubt about the Government’s attitude on the ]H>int. If they 
thought they could l^slate on the point and make legislation effective, the 
Govemmoit would not have objection to bringing forward a Bill, There were 
vniouB ways of giving a dowry in which the Government could not interfere. 
He deplored the attitude of the educated youths of the country for not helping 

raomei's in this matter. 

Control of Educational Ihstitotions 

8th. MAY:—Discussion on non-ofiScial resolutions was continued in the Assembly 
The i^lutioD moved by a Congress member, recommending that 



-5-16 MAV >39 ] NON-OFFICIAL BILLS & RESOLUTIONS 297 

the Oovernmeut should take up the management of denominational and private 
educational institutions on the ground that they fostered communal and anti-national 
fcelwgB in the fAudents gave rise to an aulmated debate to-day. While it failed to 
secure the unstinted support of the Congress benches, the Opposition members 
criticized it on the ground that it was an attempt to bring education in the 
province into iinc with the system nrcvatliiig in totalitarian countries where 
8tAndardize<l education was controlled by the State and strict r^mentation of 
intellect prevailed. Even the Minister of Education thought that the suggestion 
made was impiacticablc, and in the end the resolution was withdrawn. 

Ijftino Ban on Oommiisist I’auty 

Replying to the next resolution urging that the ban on the Communist 
party be lifted, Prtmier Pant pointed out that the existing ban was placed by 
the Ooverumeut of ludia in .Tuly liKVl. mid the provincial Covennuent had 
placed no ban. He added that it was in the public interest to lift the ban and 
the Coveriiment cuiiUl then take eiTcctive action under the general law wherever 
necessary. The icsoliition was passed nem con, and the House adiourned till the 10th. 

OFFtciAi. Bn, us Discusskw and Passed 

loth, to leth. MAY ••—On the motion of Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kiditai, Minister for Reve¬ 
nue, the House referred the Mtmey-lendera Bill to a Beleut Committee, and 
passed the scuimd reading of Uie Consolidation of Holdings Bill, 'ilie Revised 
If. P, Tenancy Laws Amendment Hill and the Bclect Committee report on the 
Indian Medicine Bill were introduced before the House ad}ourn«l till the next day, 
the 11th. Hay when it iiassed tlie Consolidation of Holdings Bill, the Oudh Courts 
Amendment Bill, the Tenancy Laws Amendment Bill, the Sugar Factories Centred 
Act Atnendment BUI and tiic Bill to amend Section 40 of the Town Improvement 
Act, The Suits Volution Amendment Bill was introduced. At the instmee of the 
Minister for Communications, the llonsc added two new sub-rules regarding re^ro- 
city in the matter of taxation of put lie serv ice motor vehicles plying between U. P. 
and Delhi. The Children’s Bill, as passed by the Upper House, was laid on the 
table. The i louse Uien adjourned till Moiiday, the 16th. Hay when it passed the 
Suits Valtwtion (Anmndmenl) Bill without any sjicccheB being made. The Bill 
sought to bring tiie Suits Valuation Act in accord witit tlic Court Fees Amendment 
Act. Next day, tic 16th. May, the Assembly passed the Indian Medicine Bill, 
the Municipalities Act Amendment Bill and the District Boards Act (Amendment) 
Bill, Tlic last two Bills extended the life of the present municipalities and boards 
by one year. 

Moron Sfiiins Sai.eh Tax Biij. (ooxtd.) 

17th. MAY :~A joint session of the 1/^islatuio tonuuenced this morning 
under the iircaidcnlalii)) of Sir Sita Bam, ITcsident of the Council, to consider 
the Sales of Motor Spirit Taxation Bill as piisscd by the Council. The Second 
Chamber had reduced the rate, npprovol by the Assembly, of two annas per 
gallon, to one uuna and a half. At. the rate of two annas per gallon the tax was 
estimated to yield eight lakhs to the Exciiccpicv. The CpiKwition view was that 
the proiioscd rate of levy was the highest as compared with the rate in other pro¬ 
vinces. They also arguoil that this would n<lvcrsely aflcct motor transport, and 
touch the iMK'kcti of the jxior. The IjC}(islalure passed by 140 votes to 59 an 
amendment moved hy the Minis(cr for .Tuslicc restoring the rate to two annas 
per gallon. 'Hie {.liiit session tlicii oiidcil and the Assembly met in the afternoon 
when the Muslim mcinhcrs, both of the Muslim ]..^uo and the Independent 
:^Tties, staged a walk-out in protest against the ruling given by the Deputy 
Speaker, disallowing the adjournmciil motion, notice of _ which was given by 
Hawabzada Lioqiuit Alt Khan, A statement to tins effect was made by the 
leader of the Muslim Ijcaguc party, Chaudhri Khaliq-uz-Zaman whereafter all 
Muslims left in a body. The adjourn meat motion was to discuss the unsatisfac¬ 
tory nature of the rc|ilies given by the Oovernmont to questions relating to the 
search of the Muslim League office at (.lawiuxire made by the police on May 9. 
After tiio walk-out Dr. Katju made a statement tliat m far as the Congress 
members were concerned they hi«l complete confidence in the imnartiality of 
the Deputy Sjieako.: in tlic conduct of the proceeiliugs and tlicy entirely dissociated 
themselves from the very wrong action taken by the Muslim members in retiring from 
the House after disputing in an unseemly manner the conduct of the Chair. Their 
action, he adde<l, wass wholly unconstitutional. 'Hie House then adjourned sine die. 



Proceedings of the U, P. Council 

Budget Session—Lucknow—18th. Febraary to 14th. March 1939 

T«e CowsroE RfOTs 

The Badget Seesion ot the U. P. LegisLitivc Council commenced at Lucknow on 
the 18th. February 1939 when the Premier, Pandit Pant, made a statement on the 
Cawniwre riot situation. He said that tlie latest figures of the riot casualties were 42 
killed, 290 injuretl and 800 arrested. Everywhere there were signs of restoration of 
peace; more mills avctc working and shops w'ere opening. The I’remier remarked 
Uiat the situation had the potentialities of tlie serious communal riot of 1931, buttlie 
prompt and cftectivc steps taken from the start had ke|it them in chot>k. He appre¬ 
ciated the work of the local authorities and noii-otlicial h(Mlii». cs]iecially the European 
constabulai 7 , the Congress, the Hindu Babha ami the Muslim League in brinfring 
the diflicult sitiuitioii under control, and also the valnable assistance rendered by 

Opfioiai, Interpkbesce with High Court 

Mr. Chaudhuty Akhtar Hussain next moved for adjournment of the nonse to 
discuss “interference by the I’rovinctal Government with the administration of 
justhie in releasing Mnkltan Singh of Sahnranpur, by giving preference to the ex- 
parte report of the subordinate executive officer of the Government and other extra 
(udicial re{)ort over the concurretit judicial decisions of the Sessions Judge and 
High Court of Judicature at Allahabad.” The discussion was taken up on the 21nd. 
February when Mr. Husain argued that the matter was of public importance as the 
independence of the judiciary was thrcataicfl, and there was an apprehension that such 
interference would be rciicatcd. He pleaded that the matter come to the knowledge 
of tiro public at the end of December last. He had taken the earliest opportiuiity to 
bring up the question. Dr. K, N. Katju, Minister for Justice, opiosing the motion, 
said that Malkhan Siugh was released six montlis ago, and the House had met twice 
since the oceurrence of the matter. Dr. Katju also held tliat the matter 
could be brought in the form of a resolution on any nou-oflicial day. 
Begum Aijaz Rasul, ruling the motion out of order, observed that Mr. Aklitar 
Husain had failed to prove that tlie matter was of recent occurrence, and advised 
him to bring it before the House in the form of a resolution or a question. 

SnPWJEMKNTAEV GeaNTS 

The Council then took u)) the discussion of supplementary grants. These in¬ 
cluded Bs. 1.13,727 for additional dfieors and MinistenM stntl'necessitated by I^ovin- 
einl Autonomy and increased Bccretarint work, Bs. 14,(XX) for an increase in the 

i iresent strength of the I’olicc force in the i.rovuue to be allocated to the cities of 
jucknow, Allahabad and Cawnporc as oil'll and armed i>oliee reserves to meet emer¬ 
gencies, and Bs. 138,2(X) for extra cxpnditore in connection with fighting the cholera 
epidemic. Dr. Katju, replying to criticisms levelled against Uie police, said that tlie 
whole province was painra by the communal disturbances, but members should not 
lose thmr sense of perspective. Uie Minister further appealed to members that 
while trying to draw attention to existing evils, they should not say anything wUch 
might aggravate the situation. Dr. Katju said that soon after assuming oifico the 
Government circularised the district officials to impress iqion them the net^essity of 
keeping themselves above communal bias. Officers were further informed of the 
grave consequences that would follow in case tliey were found guilty of communal 
partiality. Beferring to communal representation in the services, tlie Minister assur^ 
the House that Government would do evcrytliing that was just and fair. 

Non-officiai. Resolutions 

SStd. FEBRUARYThe Council considered non-official resolutions to-day. Rai 
Bahadur MohanlaVs resolution recommending to the Government to remit takavi loans 
taken for tnbewells, which bad now become useless by tlie advent of the Sarda Camd, 
was withdrawn on the assurance of the Minister of Communications that the 
Government were prepared to examhie each case individually. 

The resolution, standing in the name of Khan Bahadur Masooduzzaman, 
ur^ng the introduction of joint electorates by way of trial for two terms only, with 
ddult suffrage and reservation of scats for Muslims in local board elections, was not 
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moved as the mover was told that certain Mualim members would walk out if the 
resolution was moved, which, he declared, was one of the ironies of separate electo¬ 
rates. 

Dr. Ramugrah Singh moved a resolution demanding that civil liberties should 
be secured in the province as in Knglaiid. The mover asked the Government to lay 
down itsiiolicy with regard to the application of the Iaw of Sedition under Section 
124, l.P.C. He admitted that persona who excitod communal hatred should be 
punished, lie also complained that there were certain provisions of the law, which 
curtailed the liberty of the rress and condemned the rej^orting of public meetings 
by C. 1.1). reporievs. Dr. K. N. Katju, Minister of .luslice, replying to fte debate, 
said that the Congress policy with regard to this <iiicstion had been enumerated long 
ago and was also made clear in the Ihemier’s spccrdi on assumption of office. He 
claimed tbatsinct! the i)resent Government had asscincd office, civil liberty had been 
fully secured. TJ'Cro had been no proseciiiioiis during this periotl. Regarding the 
Press, the Minister rtfcrrctl to commiinul writings in the Vernacular jiress and dec¬ 
lared that the Government were dcicrmiiusl to suppress illegitinnifc activities which 
led to communal tension. As rcganls C. 1.1>. reports of meetings, Dr. Katju said tliat 
every Govontment must keep itself inform«l, whatever might be the agency cmplcw^. 
The Oouneil at this stage adjourned till the 13th. March when a general diseussion of the 
Budget was held and continued on the next day, the 14th. March, whereafter the 
House was prorogued. 


April Session—Lucknow—ISth. to 28th. April 1939 

SKI'AUATtON OP THP. .TuttIt'IAUY 

The April session of the Council commenced on the 15th. April and held a brief 
sitting extending over 25 minutes. It then adjournctl till Monday next, the 17th. 
April, when the (ioverument were congintulat«vi by all sections of the House on 
their scheme for the separation of .Inuieial from Eseeutivo functions. The view 
was generally expressed that the Government had gone for enough. Characteri¬ 
sing the criticism that the Government were interfering with the administration 
of Justice, os a “fasluounblo slogan”, Dr. JC. N. Xutju, Minister for JusUcc 
declared, *1 can, with confidence, say tJiat there has been no such interference, 
since we came into office, from tlie Government. “The Government had, no doubt, 
hovvever,” he eoniinuetl, “cxereised their statutory rights under the Government of 
India Act and would eontiiiue to do so undeterred by ineorrect comments.” 
llittmi Widows* Homi-si Contuoi, Bii.i. 

18th APRIL:—The Council discussed toiiay one non-oflicial Bill and two resolu¬ 
tions. Mrs. Mona Chandravati Uupia iiitrtHiiieed the U. P. Hindu Widows’ 
Homes Control Bill whnli was lefcrrerl to a sclt-ct lommiltce. Bhe remarked that 
the Bill intciidcil to provide for a better admiiiistraliou of widows’ homes 
through advisory ('ommitlecs constitulctl in aceordante with the rules to be fr am wl 
under this Act. It further aimed at making a suitable provision for the safe cus¬ 
tody of inmates, for tlieir cducnction, ti-ainiiig and moral welfare. 'J'hc Bill was 
welcomed by all sections of the House and the Minislcr of Justice also gave his 
support to the Bill, 

Nos-opficiai, Uesolutions 

Of the two rtsolutions that were carried, one was moved by Mr. Chandra Shal 
who urged the erculiou of a body of civic guards to act as an auxiliary police force 
dunng emergencies. Though all the spcakcr.s appreciated tlic jirinciple underlying 
the resolution some appi-cbended Uiat it might lead to fights among trained 
volunteers. 

The Boc'Oiid resolution was moved by Dr. Ram Ugrah Singh suggesting that 
me Governmciit shouhl take steps to abotisli capital j‘Uiiishmciit. 'ITie Idinister for 
Justice gaTO his luisuraiice that full wciglit would be given to the opinion of the 
Council. The resolution was ultimately carried. 

Tub Mo-fOtt Si’uiixs Sai.ks Tax Biix 

20th. APRIL:- The Government sustained a defeat today when the Petrol Tax 
Bill was under dismission. In the Bill a tax of two annas par gallon was proposed 
to be levied which was rejected by the House by a majority of 24 to 11. But the 
House carried without division the amendment moved by Lala Haraahai Qvpta 
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vho wanted the substitution of one anna and six pies for two annas. Bo& 
Bp^hes of the Ministet of Justice and the Premier did not carry conviction in 
spite (j their promises that the proceeds of this tax would be ntili^ for develop¬ 
ment of nwds and maintenance of better communications in rural and urban areas. 
Mr. H. A, Wilkinson, who moved ati amendment urging the reduction to one anna 
painted out that the burden of this tux would fall h^vily on the poor possenf^s 
who travdled in lorries. Two other speakers said that when compared to other 
provinces the tax was the heaviest in this province. The Premier remarked 
that the aggregate charges that the lorry-owner had to pay were lower 

here than those in other yirovinces. He also took pride in the fact that whereas 
the petrol tax was utilised in other provinces to meet deficits and other general 
purposes, in U. 1’. it was set apart for the development of roads. Mr. Pam Ugrah 
Singh urged the deletion of the penalty clause for breach of rules but the Bouse 
turned (town his proposal. After tfiis the tldrd reading of the Bill was passed. 
The Bill then went to the Assembly. The Council then adjourned till April 25. 

The Empixjyments Tax Bill 

25th. APRIL:—The Government was not allowed to have its own way today 
when the Employments Tax Bill was taken into consideration. The Mimster of 
Juetice made an elaborate speech in defence of the Bill saying that it was within 
the competenta: of dte lAH^islaturc. It was not a tax on income or recetots, or double 
taxation. lie justified the imposition of the tax from all aspects. The Minister’s 
special pleadings fell on deaf ears. The Council was in its full strength and the 
Opposition was bent upon referring the Bill to a select committee and they succee¬ 
ded in defeating the Government by carrying Mr. C. L, Teyen's amendment to 
refer the Bill to a select committee by votes to 20. The result of the voting 
was received with loud cheers in the Opposition benches. Almost all the speakers 
referred to the sustained agitation carried on in the press against this unjust Bill. 

Slim Bapuinath Temple Biu, 

Next day, the 26th April, the Council yiasscd the 8hri Badrinath Temple Bill. 
All amendments were withdrawn on an assurance that an amending Bill will be 
introduced to rectify any mistakes. 

T«J5 CHn.DREN’H BILL 

27Ui. APRIL:—The Council passed to-day l>r. Ramugrah Singh's Children’s Bill 
which provided for the custody, trial and jminshmcnt of youtliful offenders. In an 
hour and a quarter about 200 amendments were disposed of. 

Moron Brimrs Baij» Tax Bill (Contd.) 

The Council decided to-day to stand by its muendraent to the sales of Motor 
Spirits Taxtion Bill, reducing the tux on yietrol from two annas to one anna six 
pies per gallon, llie Bill went back to the Assembly which rejected the amend¬ 
ment, thus necessitating the calling of a Joint Session of the two Houses. 

Revision Of History Text-Books 

The House passed the Police Amendment Bill and discussed a non-official 
resolution recoromcniling the appointment of a committee of cxiierts to revise 
the textbooks on Indian liislory so as to eliminate such passages and texts as 
are calculated to cause friction between Muslims and Hindus and to remodel 
them with a view to infusing a feeling of brotherhood, toleration and patriotism 
in the youths of Iho countrj'. Next day, the 28th. April, the Council adjouriiM 
sine die after a fifteen minutes’ sitting, in which it decided that the report of 
the Select Committee on the Employment Tax Bill should be submitted within a 
fortnight 

May Seasion—Lucknow—19th May to 29th. May 1939 

The Emfixiymrnts Tax Biij. (contd.) 

The May session of the Council commenced on the ISth. May when the select 
committee reiiort on the Employments Tax Bill was taken up for consideration. Mr. 
Wilkinson, the member representing the European constituency, raised a point of 
order, as soon as the Minister of Justice moved that the Bill be taken into consi¬ 
deration, that the proceedings of the select committee were not valid and the Bill 
should be recommitted to the select committee to report by June 15. A tong discus¬ 
sion took place on this amendment during the course of which it was revved that 
the Premier, who was the chairman of the select committee, gave his casting vote on 
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an amendment move<l by Hr. Bam Ugrah Bingh during the course of the select 
(iommittee meetings, though not a member of this House. Both Mr. Wilkinaon and 
Hr. Ram Ugrah Singh asserted that there was no drawing of lots but the chairman 
gave his casting vote. The Minister of Justice denied that there was anything on 
record to show that such voting to(»k place. Mr. Ahmad Shah wanted the President 
to give bis ruling in tliis matter. The Presiiknt replied that no ruling was called 
for from the Chair inasmuch as Mr. Wilkinson had changed bin loint of order into 
an amendment. Ultimately Mr. Wilkinson's aincndincnt was thrown out by the 
House by twenty seven votes to nine. The Minister’s motion for consideration of the 
Bill was passed. The Bill was then taken up for discussion clause by clause. The coun¬ 
cil atljonrneil aftor disposing of two anientlinents. Nest day, the 2ath. Hay, the 
Council discus8e<l for nearly rive hours various aincndiuciits as it emerged from the 
select committee. Util of 27 amcndincurs on the agenda the House had disposed 
of 22 so far. Two ameiidmouts moved by Mr. IPf/A/niion and Hr iZa/n Ugrah Singh 
respectively were votisl out of order by the J'rMulcnt as tliey were against the 
pnwisions of sec. 82 of the Cfovcrnmciit of India Act. All umeudmenis movcil were 
defeated and one wa> withdrawn. The Miuislrrof Justice an assurance that 
the Bill would not lie used in an oppressive luaunor. The Council then tuljourncd till 
Monday next, the 22n<l. May, when the bill was passnil without any change exceirt 
for a minor aiuoiidment of Mr. Ram Obandra Unpta wiiich was accepted by the 
Minister of .liistice. In the third reading sUtge it was blessed by the, members of the 
Opimsition, including Aat B.iAudxc Mohaulal, who came in for criticism for change 
ill his attitiule. Hr, Ram Ugrah Singh was surpriscil at this nolle face of the deputy 
leader of die Opposiiioii who op|)OHca the biil tooth and nail at the Barodari meeting 
but did not lend his sii|i|iflrt to any of the aroeinlments moved by the Op[)osition 
members. Division was demanded with r^ard to the deletion of class 1 in the sche¬ 
dule. (jovemmeat had 24 votes in their favour against 13 who voted for the deletion. 
The Minister of Justice expressed satisfaction that in spite of many i>eople thinking 
that the bill would be sent to cold storage it liad found favour in this critietd 
House. 

EKorMJtEUKD Estates Amend. 

28rd MAY;-The Council had to be adjourned for half an hour by the PresidetU 
when it met today at 7 in the morning. Tlie Minister of Justice, in whose name the 
first amendment to the Encumbered Estates Amendment Bill stood, was not in his 
seat. Rai Bahadur Mohanlal comT>laincii to the Cliair that he and some other mem¬ 
bers were kx'kctl out as the gate w'hs closed when they niTivcd this morning. The 
Minister of Justice expressed regret for coming laic when the Council reassembled 
after half an hour. Many members urgwl the Minister of Justice to inform the 
House as to the exact date on which Oio Tenancy Bill wonlcl be introduced ns the 
weather was getting liottcr at Lucknow. During the course of the debate Mr. M. A. K. 
Sherwani accused the (.Tovcrnnient of winning over the Opiiosition members 
by bribing them in tlic shape of honorary magistrateships. Thereafter, the 
proceedings were dull, when the Encumbered Estates Amendment Bill was under 
discussion. 

TllEATMtatT OF Bhia Puisonkes 

25th. MAYTlic Council discussed today a short-notice resolution moved by 
Syed Kalbe Abhas to discuss about the treatment of the Hhia prisoners in various 
iuls in the matter of messing arrangements, classification of prisoners, restriction in 
freedom of association etc. Ihc rcsolntioii covered a wide range of subjects. *1116 
mover made a sjieecb lastuig for more than an hour and a half. The Minister of 
Justice made an cejually IcngUiy reply, categorically replying to all the points men¬ 
tioned by the niovci. He said that the (lovcrnmcnt was doing everything possible 
to satisfy the demands of those prisoners, yet in spite of this fact a campaign of 
vilification was going on against the Government. Incidentally, he paid a tribute to 
the inspector-geueral of prisons who had proved himself very efficient in rega^ to 
affor^g faciliti«» to jail population despite the iwiticism against him that he was a 
bigoted Sunni. The resolution was, however, withdrawn by the mover who was satis- 
fira with the assurance given by the Minister of Justice^ that the grievances of the 

S risoners mcntioncii by him would be looked into. One imjxirtant feature of today’s 
ebate was that not more than 15 members were present m their seats and on one 
occasion the Chair’s attention was drawn that there was no guoruro. 

The Council adjourned after adopting the Municipalities and District Boards' 
(Amendment) Bills for postponing general elections duo to be held this year. 
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Encumbbkkd li^xATES Amend, bill (contd.) 

a6th. MAY There was an interesting passagc-at-arms between Dr Ram Ugrah 
Singh and the Minister of Justice when the Encnmberod Estates Amendment Bill 
was in the third reading stage to-day. The Minister of Justice congratulated himself on 
the easy jiassage of the bill. R. B, Mohan Lai, deputy leader of the Opposition, who 
followed him, eonj^tnlatctl tlie Minister of .Tustice on the manner in which he 
piloted this bill and also on accepting several amendments moved by the members. 
Dr. Ram Ugrah Singh, who did not like diose mutual congratulations, began to narrate 
what, according to him, seemed to have taken place behind the sijenes. He assertetl 
that the Minister brought forwai-d his amendments soon after the Emiiloymeuts Tax 
Bill as a result of discussion with some memliers of the House. He wantol a catego¬ 
rical answer from the Minister whether it was so or not. The Minister niusea to 
rojily to any such insinuation. 

Ounii CouBTs Amend. Bug. 

Dr. Ram Ugrah Singh jiressed this niatter when the Oudh Courts Amendment 
Bill was under discussion. He asked the Minister whether he would agree to the 
apioiutment of a committee of )>rivitegcs to investigate into tlic ^legations made by 
him, to which the Minister did not reply. 

Tenancy Laivb Amend. Bua 

At the end of today’s [mx-oedings au interesting situation was created by Dr. Ram 
Ugrah Singh hy prenaiiiit his amendiiieut to division, asking for ddotion of clause 4 
in the Tenancy Laws Amendment Bill moved by Dr. Katju, The result of the divi¬ 
sion was that dght voted for the umeudment and eight against, half a dozen members 
remaining neutral. The Presidtmt gave a chance to those who remaineil neutral to 
give an indication of their mind, tliereby relieving him from an awkward position. 
As no one came to his help he gave his vote in favour of the amendment wliich 
was rci’dved witli exclamation by the Opposition members. The Council passed 
the Encumbered Estates Amendment Bill and the Oudh Courts Amendment Bill. 

Consolidation of Holdinos Bill 

S7th. MAY:—^Tho Government sustaiueit two defeats today when the House 
accepted the two amendments tnovol by Nawab Islam Ahmad Khan in connection 
with the Consolidation of Holdings Bill 8iK>ns4»red by tlic Minister of Justice. The 
object of the first amendment was to lodge protests agtdnst the Government for exclu¬ 
ding zamindars and landlords from the bciiefils jirojiosed to be conferred by this 
measure on the tenants. The otlier amendment was a minor one which wantccl to 
include the proi>rictor, lambaidar or co-sharer along with the cultivator. Tliough 
all the members who spoke ou the bill welcomed it as a beneficent measure they 
could not appreciate the Govcriimeiit's viewpoint in not giving the right to the 
zamindars. 

Tenancy Laws Amend. Bill 

5S0th. MAY;—The Council, after sitting for Iweiily minutes, lo-Uay adjourned till 
the 8rd. July to reassemble in Lmiknow. Considevation of the Tenancy Bill was 
postponed on the motion of Rai Bahadur Mohanlal so that, during that interval, 
efforts for reaching an mulcrstimding with the Government might ho made. 
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Proceedings of the Bihar Assembly 

Winter Sesiion—Patna—l€th. January to 14th. February 1939 

MO.'^ET-bEMDERS (ItEaDLATION OF TAANSAOTIONs) BiUi 

The winter eesBioa of the Bihar Lt^ialative AsBembly commenced at Patna 
on the 16th. January 1930 with a heavy aitenda. Mr. Ram Dayalu Sinha, Speaker 
was in the chair. The procoedinfra la^an in a comparatively sombre atmosphere, 
occasioned by a reference to ilie death of a number of members made by, the 
Si>eaker. and tributes were paid by all sections of the House, which then adjour¬ 
ned tiil the next day. the 17Ui. Jannary when the hon. Mr. Anugraha Narain Sinha 
moved the Money-lenders (Itcgulation of IVatisactions) Bill, seeking to repeal those 
sections of the Bihar Money-lenders Act which had been declared null and void 
by the Patna High Court recently. Uiscussion arose ns to the right of tlie Ihovin- 
cud Legislature to eiuict measures within the 1'rovincial last and of the decisions of 
the High Court, which htul virtually deprived tlic Provincial L^islature of those 
ri^ts. The matter was not pursued further when the Oovomment sitokesman 
pointed out that the decision of the Federal Court was awaited. In the meantime, 
the Provincial Government had considered it necessary to rectify those defects 
which had been imiutcd out by the High Court. The motion for referring the Bill 
to a Select Committee, moved by Mr. Mahomed Yunua, Leader of the Independent 
Party, was not accepted aud the House proceeded with the consideration of the 
Bill which was eventually passed. 

UlSFHKP OF OeHS BtM. 

The Premiet then moved tlic Bihar Refund of Cess Bill which sought to afford 
facilities to landlords in conucction with the refund of the amount of cess 
paul in excess. A motion, moved l>y Mr. <?. P. N. Sinha, Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion, for reference of the Bill to a Belcct Coinmiltce was adopted. 

The nc.Ht two Bills which were moved hy the hon. Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha, 
l*rcmicr and Leader of the House, and were passral, were the General Clauses 
Amendment Bill set'king to bring into line the I’rovinciid General Clauses Act 
witlithc Indian General Clauses Act, ami Uio Cess Amendment Bill aimed at 
reducing the rati! of interest on the arrears of Cess payable direct by iiroprietors 
or ti'iiurc-hoMiTH to Uio Cloverimiciit or by rent-free lenureliolder to proprietors, 
besides certain fiiriual aineiid incuts wiili a view to bringing tlio references to 
certain previous cimctmculs in certain provisions of the Cess Act up to (lute. 

Rkddotion of 8Krri.Ei» Rents Bill 

ISth. JANUARY 'llic Premier moved to-day for consideration of the Kosi Diara 
(Reduction of Settled itentsi Bill. The Bill is a sjiccial measure scckhig reduction 
of rents settled for fifteen years between 1923-31 under the Bihar Tenancy Act 
for the area comprising four hundred villages in the revenue tract of Kosi in 
North Biliar. At the time of preparing tlic record of rights in these villages the 
prices were high, lint subsciuiently the trade dcjircssiou hit the peasantry ha^. 
ITie Bill was nwessary to give the (lonsants relief since the period of settlement 
had not yet elapsed. A motion for reference of the Bill to a Bdcct Committra 
was moved by three mcmlicrs. One member suggested that section 113 Ot tho 
existing Act. be modified in onler to achieve the pur]>OBC of the Bill instead of 
bringing forward fresh legislation. The suggession was supported by some Qm- 
gress members. Mr. Baldev Sahuy, Advocale-Gcncral, cxpluiiicd tlio necessity for 
Uie Bill from the legul aspect. Mr. C. P. N. Sinha, Leader of tile Unposition, 
pointed out tho spoiiai nature of the tract in which the river Kosi lay. The 
river itself, which often shifted its sonreo. caused havoc on the couutrysidc by 
floods, ihc Premier, cx]>huiiing tho hitentioii of the Bill, said that^it was 
necessary because of Uie hardships feit by the inhabitants of that area. Tlie 
motion for referring the Bill to a Beloct Committee was adopted. 

Mica Act Repeal Bill 

The Premier next moved for consideration of a Bill seeking to repeal the Bihar and 
Orissa Mica Act, ISIO, which had been enacted in order to check and prevent 
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thelt oi and iUioit deaUnga in mica. The Government epokesman expltuning the 
object of the Bill, stud that the Prime Minister recently visited the mica mining 
area, where it was generally urged ^at the Act slionld be repealed. The Premier, 
after examining the administration of the Act, found that its operation had not 
been sacees^ul in preventing theft of mica. On the contrary, the Act had put 
unnecessary restr^iit on the mica trade and harassed small traders and diggers, 
many of whom been driven out of business, Thciefqre, lie consi^r^ it 
necessary to repeal the Act. The Act or its repeal liad nothing to do with the 
mica tr^c generally. Members renresenting the constituencies where mica min¬ 
ing areas are situated snpiiortcd the Bill, ui^ng reixial of the existing Act. 8ri- 
Mati Saraawati Debi (Congress) pointed out the hardshiiis expcricncea by small 
traders in mica owing to the existing Act wd added that one of tiio clct^tion promi¬ 
ses held out by Congressmen of the Province was that Mica Act would be repealed. 
The Act proved favourable only to the cajutnlists and large traders and to the 
detriment of middlemen diggers. Ihe Bill was passed. 

Pum.io Safkty Acrt RnrEAL Biu, 

Mr. Anugraha Narayan Sinha, Pinaiicc Minister, next introduced the Bihar 
and Orissa Public Safety llepealing Bill which was passed without discussion. 
The Bill sought to repm llie Biltar and Orissa IMiblic Sefety Act, 1033, and the 
amending Act of 1938 which was due to expire in 1041. The non. Mr. Sri Krishna 
Sinha, l^mier, in the course of his speci^h on the objects nud reasons, stated 
that it was necessary to repeal the Act, because it hail been used in tlie past 
to stifle the legitimate aspirations of the i>copIe and might be so used in the 
future. 

Hakaribaoh Tkain Disaster 

Wth. JANUARY -.—The noi'cssity for the appointment of an impartial tribunal 
consisting of ofiicials and non-otlicials to enquire mtu Uie causes of the train disaster 
near Hazaribagh Kotul on Januaiy 12 was unanimously urged by the Assembly to¬ 
day. Mr. Sukhlal Singh (Congress) moved that a Committee of ofliciais and non- 
omcials bo appointed to enquire into the disaster. Bpcaking fur the Government. Mr. 
Krishna Ballahh Sahay said Uiat tlie Government were in full syropntliy with the 
objects of the motion and would take up the matter with the Government of India. 

Dowry Brstraikt Bux 

20tb. JANUARY t—The following non-oflieial bills were introduced to-day Mr. 
Jamuna Prasad Singh’s Bihar Tenancy Amendment Bill, Mr. Tajmul Hussain’s 
Suppression of Prostitution and Immoral Traffic Bill, Mr. Yunus’s Iak-M Self- 
Government Amendment Bill, the Municipal Amendment Bill and the Mussalman 
Wakf Bill and Mr. Sukhlal Singh's Dovn-y restraint Bill, 

Moving for reference to the Select Committee of his Bill for restraint of the 
custom of taking or offcritig dowry iii maniages, Mr. Sukhlal Singh pointed out tho 
evils of tho system and tho hardships causcil by it to the poorer classes. The 
measure, he said, had been favourably roedved. Mr. M. Yunus, while expressing 
agrement with the principle of the Bill, said that the mesnsure was difficult to put 
into operation. However, if the measure could bring about a wholesome social reform, 
technical difficulties should not be allowed to stand in the way. He pleailed for (he 
Muslim view in regard to certain provisions of the Bill being borne in mind during 
(he Select Committee stage. Srimati Saraswali Devi (Congress) strongly advocatM 
abolition of the system which she said luul led many young women to commit 
suicide as ^eir parents had been unable to provide the necessary dowry for their 
marriage. Srimati Sarada Devi (Congress) considered the dowry system a stigma on 
Hindu society, which had resulted in the sacrifice of many young lives at the altar 
of a social fetish, which must be removed. Mr. Vindheshwari Prasad Varma 
(Congress) held that a measure like the present one bad to be enacted sooner or later 
and if the Muslims claimed a dowry or maintained that dowry formed an important 

S iTt of wedding ceremonies, such exemplion as demanded by them might be acced^. 

r. Jagat htarain Lai, Parliamentary Secretary, supjiorting tho motion for reference 
to the Select Committee, said that it was necessary to adopt some measure to stop a 
practice which persisted in spite of resolutions passed by the Kayastha Conference and 
other bodies. The House at this stage adjourned till Monday next, the 23rd. Jannary, 
when, replying or behalf of the Government, Mr. K. B. Sahay, Parliamentary Sec¬ 
retary, refuted the contention that the BUI could not be taken up since it involved 
« change in Hindu law, and said that the Bill could be amended to permit the offe r- 
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ing of rdidous gifts. It was also suggested that the BUI might be made non-appli- 
cable to Muslims if Muslim opinion so desired. The Government did not want to 
oppose the measure, lie expressed opposition to the suggestion for exemption of volun¬ 
tary dowries, since it was difficult to prove that a dowry was a voluntas one, as also 
to define the term dowry. He favoured reference of the Bill to a Select Committee for 
efi'oeting improvements to the Bill with a view to preventing opportimitics for evasion 
of the provisions, lire House agreed to the motion for reference to a Select Committee 
with a single dissentient vouhs. 

SUPI'BESBION OP PkOSTITUTIOH Bjtl, 

28rd. JANUABY The House took up for consideration the Suppression of Prosti¬ 
tution and Immoral Traffic Bill to-day. Mr. Tujamul Husain, the sponsor, moved for 
reference of the Bill to a Select Committee. He said other provinces had enacted similar 
legislation. He referred to the r^mrt of the I.icagucof Nations, which had investigated 
the extent of the evil in countries in .Asia, including India. Mr. Vindeshwari Prasad 
Vernio, moving an amendment for circulation of tiie Bill to elicit public opinion, said 
that certain matters in tlie Bill w'cre controversial and certain provisions needed elucida¬ 
tion ; for instance, whether the oficnccs mentioned in the Bill would be bailable^ 
cognisable or comiionndablc. Mr. Piudodaiiand Jha, Parliamentary Secretary, said 
that the Government had drafted a Bill for suppression of immoral trafic in women 
but no legislation was enacted as littlo resiMinse was met with when the Bill was circu¬ 
lated. lie pointHl ont certain tcciuucal difticuliios in the way of enforcing the mea¬ 
sure. Uc supported the motion for circulation on behalf of the Government. The 
motion for circulation was accepted by the House, which then adjourned. 

SuppLEMENTARV DeMANDA FOR GRANTS 

24tfa. JANUARY :—Tlie Assembly to-day took np consideration of the third sup¬ 
plementary demunds for giants. t?everal cut motions were moved during a three- 
hour’s discussioti on a supplementary demand for grant of Bs. .51,000 under the head. 
Public Health. ‘I'liis sum included Ks. 31,000 for the purchase of qniniue and Bs. 
6,210 for the eatublishmcnt of Kalansar centres. The cut motions suggested, inter alia, 
tlie appointment of an expert committee to conduct research in the incidence of mala¬ 
ria and sur-gest methods for eradication of the. disease, establishment of cinchona plan¬ 
tations in Bmai with a view to meeting the growing demand for qnmine in rural 
areas and intiwlucticn of tlie Ayurvedic system of treatment to combat tlie ravages of 
roulnria. The motions were, however, withdrawn after Mr. Binodanand Jha, Parlia¬ 
mentary i^ccrctary, Imd enumerated the various mensures the Government had under¬ 
taken or were coiitemplaluig in connection with the improvement of public health. 
He also assured the House that the Government would consider the various sugges¬ 
tions and adopt tliem as far as practicable. The discussion hod not concluded ^en 
the House adioiimed till the 6th. February when, after a heated discussion, the demand 
under Agriculture was passcil, all cut motions being withdrawn after the Govern¬ 
ment’s reply. There was a prolonged discussion on the demand under the head Civil 
Works. A cut motion to discu-ss uie need for pants to district boards for construction 
of roads was in-esscd to a lUvision and lost. After two other demands had been voted, 
guillotine was applied and the rest of the demands were passed. 

IUnuk Mataram in Schools 

The adjournment motion, in the name of Mr. Hohiuddin Ahmed, to discuss the 
situation arising out of incidents connected with the singing of tho Bande Mataram 
song in schools, was taken up next. The mover, narrating tiio incidents, alleged that 
Muslim students, who objected to the song, were asssultcd by Hindus, both studente 
and outsiders. Considerable beat was generated in tlie course of the debate when 
Muslim members warned the Oovernment of the grave and tragic possibilities ^at 
were likely to follow if they did not settle quickly tlie question of the singing of 
Bande Mataram and the hoisting of the tri-colour nag wbu%, they allt^ed, amount^ 
to tyranny of the majority over the minority. Cries of “shame” and “withdraw” from 
the Congress benches pected Mr. Jagar Imam (Muslim League) when he saidtiiat 
Muslims did not consider Bande Mataram as the national soim and added that those 
(Muslims) who did had sold themselves. He challenged Congressmen to hoist the 
tri-colour fiag on Government House or the Assembly Chamber. Bcplying to the 
debate. Dr. Syed Mahmud, Minister for Education, refuted the charge that the 
majority was trampling over the minority. While reiterating the Gonpess claim that 
the tri-colour flag was a national flag, be described how the tri-coloui flag and the 
Bande Mataram song came to be the major symbols of the Conpess fight for fr^ 
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dom. Ibe Govenunent’s intcniiona in this matter had been fflitirdy misunderstood. 
The removal of the ban on the tri>colour flag meant that it could now be hoisted 
on educational institutions, but did not meant that hoisting would be done without 
the permission of the authorities of the institutions concerned. He added that the 
Government had left the decision in the matter with the authorities of the institutions. 
But in view of the recent controversy, the Government had issued instructions to 
them that before reaching a decision, due consideration must be paid to the reaction 
of the general public if permission to hoist the flag was accorded. While Mr. 
Mahomed Shafl was spea&iiig, the clock struck seven and the motion was talked out. 

Echo Of Fibins In Bakna Viixagb 

7tb. FEBBUABYThe House discussed to-day a motion of Mr. Oovind Pali 
Tiwari (Goalitioni to discuss the recent tiring by the police in Bama, Harbhanga 
District, during fiakrid resulting in one bring killed and three bring injnrei. Mov¬ 
ing the motion, Pandit Tiwari recounted the incidents leading to the disturbance 
and suggested the |)0S8ibiUty of casnaities bring larger titan estimated officially. 
He questioned the justification for firing and urged that steps should be taken 
to prevent hardship due to further arrests. Several Congress members pressed 
dissatis&ction at the Government’s reply and urged a thorough investigation into 
the justification for firing. Winding up the d^te, the Premier mdi that it was 
not pleasant for a mpular Government to defend an action involving firing by 
the police. It had been urged that mote {mllce should have betm detailed earlier to 
prevent the incident; yet firing had been criticised severely by members, llie 
problem of. cow-sacrifice was most difficult to solve. He believed that Muslims 
had the right to sacrifice cows. Muslims, howerver, accused him of not allowing 
the sacrifice of cows in exercise of their rrijgious rights. Hmdus, on the other 
hand, attached diiierent attachment to the cow, which they worshipped. It had been 
disputed whether the custom of cow sacrifice existed in that village, llie information 
was that the custom existwl there. 'Ihe forces at the disiosal of the Govern¬ 
ment were limited and had to meet any eventuality. On Jannaiy and 25 
last, the l*rcmier stated, the authorities visited the stone of the incident and 
when apprehension of a breacli of the jtcace was realised, ajtolice force was de¬ 
puted to meet the situation. The man who was responsible for raisuig the agita¬ 
tion was apjiroached by the authorities and gave an assurance that nothing un¬ 
toward would hapion. I’ropcr steps bad been taken to see that i)cuce was main¬ 
tained. Firing wits ordered as the last resort. If firing hod not been resorted 
to more lives would have been lust. He assured titc House that he would consider 
the points raised by members in the course of the debate. The motion was talked out. 

F1.00D8 IN Nokth Buiak 

The House discussed an unofficial resolution moved by Mr. Ramcharan Sinha 
(Congress), which recommended to the Government to take immediate stops for the 
prevention of floods in North Bihar. The House at this stage adjourned till the 
next day, the 8th. February, when several Congress members criticised the Govern¬ 
ment for not having taken any practical stops so far for the mitigation of floods. 
Buggestions were made for raising a lotm to finance a comnreheusivc scheme to 
check cfiectivelv the hardships caused by titc frequent floods, and to apjtoint experts 
to investigate tiie problem. Others drew tim attention of the Government to the 
immediate needs following the floods. Mr. Jimut Jiahan Sen, Parliamentary Beere- 
tary, said that be explained ycstcnluy the measures already taken by the Government 
to deal with tlie flo<xl problem, iteferriug to Uie rocommendations of the Conference, 
held at Patna last year to evolove a jxtlicy to be adopted by the Government r^ard- 
ing the constnictions of bunds, he stud that Uie Government were not committed 
eitner to a pro-bund or an aiiti-buud jKdicy, but would follow the middle course, 
namely, to construct bunds where necessary after consulting experts. A special 
Flood Officer had been ap))oiuted and the Goveriiraeut were engaged in conducting 
a snrv^ of the Kosi area in North Bihar, which was subjected to heavy floods. Mr. 
A. A. Sinha, Finance Minister, referring to minor irrigation sclieme prepared by 
the Government, srid that it would prove beneficial both to land-lo ds and tenants 
by increasing Ihe earning capacity of the people of those areas. Incidentally, 
it would be conducive to mitigating the distress caused by the floods. The resolu¬ 
tion was withdrawn. 

Sugar Contbot. Act at Work 

8tb. to 9th. FEBBUABYThe next resolution, moved by Mr. Harhane Bahay 
(Congress), advocated the appointment of a committee to inquire into the Sugar Fae- 
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tones Control Act of 1937 and the rules made thereunder, llie mover questioned the 
utility of Ae Act and the rules so far as the peasants were concerned, and doubted 
whet^r the Act had proved to be of any benefit to the latter. The rules, he send, had not 
resulted in an increased yield of supiarcane croiw in reserved and assigned areas. 
There was a sharp difference of opinion on the resolution, which the Government 
opposed, while most of the memitcrs, chiefly Congress, supixtrted it strongly point¬ 
ing out the hardships caused by the Act and the rules to the growers owing to 
reservation. As a r^ult of r^rvntion, ex))oricnccd considerable difficulty in 
convening sugarcane to the nearest mills, since in many cases the areas reserved 
or assigned to mills were situated at a great dislance. The discussion had nut 
concluded when the House adiouriicd till the next day. the 8tb. February, when 
Mr, A. N. Sinha, Finance Minister, replying to the debate, said that while he 
did not defend anything which could be charactcriscil ns a defect in the working 
of Biigarcane Act and the rnics made thereunder, he <iid not favour tho appoint¬ 
ment of a committee at this stage to enquire into the administration of tlie Act 
and the rules, which would interfere with the freedom and normal working of 
sugar mills and tlicreby affox;t tho growers ailvcrscly. The Government would 
consider carefully the criticisms and suggestions made by members for improve¬ 
ment in the oiieration of tho Act and me rules. After tho Government’s reply the 
mover of the resolution wanted to withdraw it, but some Muslim mombors 
objected; tho resolution was pressed to a division and lost. 

LUOISI.ATION fur BEdliAU 

loth. FEBRUARY:-The Assembly devoted the entire day to dismissing 
non-official rosolutions, one of which recumiueuded tho introduction of legislation 
fur declaring beggary an oltence, and providing housing for old an*l infirm beggars 
and sogrogntmg discaseil ones. The rosnlutioii was withdrawn, after the Government’s 
reply stating that legislation on the linns rei'ummendud was impractical at present 
in view of me religions sentiments attacluxl to begging and tlie large expenditure 
involved. The Govctiiment would, however, investigate the whole question and 
take Bte|)8 to chock beggary as far jis [Kwsililc and .segrogato leprous boxgars in asylums. 

The House accepted a resolution tirgiiig the Government to issue a slatoment 
explaining tho steps they proposed to take ngardiug the removal of untonohabillty 
among the scbedulra •mstes of the I'roviuce. The House then adjourued till 13m. 

Bihar Laiiouu Enquiry 

18 th. FEBRUARY Mr. If, A. Chaiuira (Congress Labour) recommended to 
tho Government to take “immediate and adequate steps against the Bengal North- 
Western Railway authorities for their refusal to co-oi)crato witli and their mscourtesy 
to me members of the Bihar Labour Enquiry Commitee.’’ The resolution w^ 
withdrawn after a prolonged discussion and the Uovernmoni’s reply to it. The mover 
enumerated instances of “discourtesy” shown to the members of the Committee 
by the Superintendent of tiie Loco Workshops, Samastipur, who refused to give 
evidence or allow the Committee to ins|K!Ct the wurksliop. Mr. A. N. Siuha, Minister 
for Labour, placed before the House a telegraphic coraraiiiiication received from the 
Agent, B. N, W. Railway, intimating mat the Agent had no information about 
the alleged acts of discourtesy, mat non-co-operation with the Committee was 
not intentional, and expressing his regret. Tiie Minister said that, mough all the 
details about me incidents were not available from me railway authorities, the incidents 
appeared more to be the result of a misiiiiderstandiug than intentional. He 
assured the House that the Government would take strong action in case it transpired 
that mere was any intentional discourtesy or atteiiiiit at uon-co-oporatiou with the 
Committee. 

Bills Reffjired to SnijtcT Committees 

The House referrisi me Private Irrigation Works Amendment Bill and another 
Bill to Provide for the construction, improvement and maintenance by ^o Provincial 
Government of certain irrigation, drainage, reclamation, sanitary improvement 
and flood alleviation works to a joint fiielect Committee of both the Houses of the 
Legislature. 

Municipal Amf.ndment Bill 

14th FEBRUARY:—^The House agreeil to the Finance Minister's motion to 
circidate for eliciting public opinion the Municipal Amendment Bill introduced 
by him. The BUI sought democratisation ot munieijial bocUes by means ol removal 
of the system of nomination and replaced the present jomt doctorate wil^ reservation 
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of seato for the MusUm community on a poimlation basis. Provision was also maAo 
for the co-option of scheduled caste members up to one-twelfth of the total number 
of Municiiml Commissioners. The BUI also soa|];ht to maintain purity of administra¬ 
tion by empowering the l*rovincinl Government to remove Municipal Commissioners 
for misconduct in the discharge of their duties or slactkness in payment of taxes. 
During the debate on the BiU a suggestion for complete separate cle<-toralC8 for 
Muslims was made by Opiosition Muslim members while Congress, scheduled caste, 
and women memliers demanded reservation of seats for scheduhtd castes and 
women on mimicipal boards. The House then a<l 3 onrned till Kebrimry 20, 

Budget SeMion—Patna~20th. February to 2€th. April 1939 

Financial Statement fou 1939—10 

Mth. FEBRUARY ’.—‘Bihar will have a balanced budget for 1939-40 but it will 
only be just balanced.” This observation was made by the hon. Mr. Anugruha 
Narayan Sinha, F'inance Minister, in presenting the Budget estimates of the 
Government of Bihar for the year 1939-40 to-doy. Thoiigb no additional taxation 
measures formed itart of his budget proposals, the Minister indicated that ho was 
contemplating additional taxation and that its introduction was inevitable. He 
envisaged the possibility of a large loon, amounting to about two and a half 
erores, being floated within the next few years to finani;c the rural grid electri¬ 
fication scheme. The year l939-4il, the Minister siiid, is exjiocied to oi>cn with an 
opening balance of Us. 70 lakhs. Revenue for the next year is Liken nt Us. 

lakhs and the expcndittire chargol Li revenue at Its. 537} lakhs, leaving a 
small revenue surplus of its. 7.V)ij;t. Tlicre is also n small excess of loans rwo- 
ver^ over loans advanced, amounting to Bs. 7J laklis, out of which one lakh 
will be cxtjcndtid ou the completion of eai'thf{uakc reiaiiiHtnictiiui. This will lc.avc 
a surplns of Us. Vi lakiis, which will raise the balance lo li'i lakhs. 'I'lie Fi¬ 
nance Minister, liowever, indicaiwl that more than tliis snipliis would bi: rfinircd 
to moot the supplementary <lemamls arisinjS during the yc!»v and the Bntlger. w.u, 
tiiereforo, liarely balauifoa. Tlic increase in next year’s anticipate-l revenue over 
this year’s revised is almut Us. 19 lakiis, after allowing for a further re-lnciion 
of ten lakhs as a result of extension of llin prohibition progriimnie. The cxiiuii- 
diture chargal to revenue exeeeils the reviseil estimate for the enrrent year by 
Ks. 33i lakhs. 

Oeneual Djscerhion op BoPOEI’ 

22imI. to 24th. FEBRUARY —General discussion of the budget was resumed 
on the 22nd; mostly Opposition lueiuliers {loi'ticipatcd in the debate. The deve¬ 
lopment scheme emuotUed in the Budget enme in for nnist criticism. Mr. M. 
Yunus, Ltsitlec of the Muslim Indeiiendeut I’arty, s>ud that one of tiie most 
important drawbacks of the Budget sjiecch was that it belittled tlie political 
programme of the Ministry. He doubted the sincerity of tlie present Guverument 
for the welfare of the peasantry and said, that Uiey had enacted far too many 
legislative measures to bn of any real benefit to anybody, f^cveral .Muslim 
members bitterly criticised the Govcruinenl for having made a grant of Us. 
1,20,000 to die University an<l urged tliat the claim oi the Aligarh University 
to receive assistance was eipially good. Other ineiubcrs )H>inte<l out that local 
needs in various directions in dilTermit jwrt of the province were churning the 
attention of the Government. A few otliers ncfcnowlcdgisl that the Finance 
Minister had i>roduc«d the best Budget iiessiblo under the circumstances and the 
limitations in which they worked. Tlie ilonse had a night sitting on the 2UU. 
wbm Mr. Hayman, representing tlie Anglo-Indians, urged the ado|>tioii of bolder 
ckthemes for checking floods roganllcss <« the cost. Mr. Jagatnarain Lai, Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretary, ou behalf of the Government, repudiated the criticism tliat 
the Budget lacked vision, imagination and courage. lie deniol the criticism that 
the Budget did not represent a complete picture of the financial lositiuii of the 
province. He pointed out that the purchasing power of the people could not be 
enhanced by a magic wand. It was governed by economic forces. The Govern¬ 
ment had sutoeeded in preserving the credit of the proviiiio intiwt. This 
eoneh»l^ the bui^et discussion ana the House adjourned till the 15th. Mardi. 

Voting on Buikset Demands 

Ifith. to 81st MARCH ’.—Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced on 
the 16th, Mareh. At the outset &e House took up the consideration of ‘cut" 



-15-31 MAB. 1 VOTING ON BUDGET DEMANDS 211 

motionB to the demands under the head “Police". The discussion was continued 
on the next day, the IMh. Mareb, when the “prokcUvo qu^ties on the G^dhi 
Gap” and the possibilities of the growth of national consciousness among the 
TOUce force by the use of Elhaddar were pointed out throng a cut motion. Mr. 
K. B. Sahay, on behalf of the Government, stated that the Government had 
purchased Khadi uniforms worth Rs. 20,000 last year and this year had placed 
orders for Khadi worth Bs. 91,795. The cut motion was withdrawn on the 
assunuice given by the Government that they would buy for the police 
uniforms all the Ehadi that the All-India Spinners’ Association could 
supply. The gnmt lor Bs. 72,45,423 was then voted. Next day the 170i. March 
the establishment of an Agricultural College in the province was urged by a "cut” 
motion, moved against the demand under the head "Agriculture”, the mscussion 
on which occupied the whole day. llie motion was wiUidrawn on the assurance 
given by Dr. 8yed Mahmud that the Government were exploring schemes for 
the complete reorganisation of education, keeping in view the needs of agricultu¬ 
ral and industrial training and that the Government would examine the tiossibUity 
of establishing an .Igricdltural Oolitic. The House then adjourned till Monday 
the 20th. March, when it voted the demand for Bs. 10,20,736 in respect 
of agriculture, two out motions having been wiUulrawn aftm long tliscussion. 
The motions sought to discuss the necessity for the improvement of Bachhaur 
and Bhohabad breeds of cattle in the province and the “unsatisfactory 
work done by the statf and the paucity of liands” in the Agricultural 
Defiartment, Beplyiii.i; hi the debate, tlie (iovcrnmcnt sjxikcBman assured 
the House that no one was keener than the Government fur tlic impro¬ 
vement of agriculture. 'Jhc Government had iloi idod upon intensive improvement 
work in cattle breeds at two pltu;cs inilialiy, Bhaliabad and Bitam.-irbi. A scheme 
of work, prepared by experts invited from ontshlc, iiad prov^ costly and the 
Government were considering a revised and more modest estimate. Next day, 
the 2l8t Mareh, discussion on two cut muttons against the demand in respect 
of “General Administration occupietl the entire flay’s sitting. The plea 
for ap()Ointment to Government services by moans of a competitive exa¬ 
mination was made through one cut motion, which was eventually with¬ 
drawn after an assuranco by the Government that they had accepted 
the principle of making aptwintmcnla by competition. Mr. K, B, Bahay, 
Parliamentary Sei'retary, however, said that the necessity for satisfying territorial 
and communal claims fur representation in tlio services did not allow the Govern¬ 
ment to carry out tlic principle. The nc.\t cut motion, which related to the 
amelioration of the lundition of the iicasiuitry, was under diaussiun when the 
House adjourned till the next day, the 22nd. March, when after die Government 
spokesman had replied, the cut motion was withdrawn. A plea to hold 
the Assembly sitting at. Bniichi, the summer capital of Bihai', was next 
made by several sfioakei's when Mr. Jamuna Karjee (Congress) moved 
a cut motion under the head "General Adniinistraiion” to discuss the subject. 
The motion was pressed to a division and lost by tX) votes to 15, In the course 
of his reply, Mr. Krishna Ballabh Sahay, rorliamentai-y ,Secretary, pointed out 
the ditliculties in the way of accepting the suggestions, namely the inadequacy of 
aecomraodation at Banchi and the heavy ex|icnditure whi<^h the itroposal involved, 
and said that the Oiovernmeut had heard tlie pros and cons of the cose, and 
would come to a decision, after due consideration. He agreed about the necessity 
of establishing closer contact with Ohoia-Nogpiir, but added that the agitation 
for seimration of Chota-Nagpur from Bihar could not be checked by simply holding 
the sittings of the Assembly at Banchi. Thu House, after voting a demand for 
Bs. 57,08,774 in respect of “General Administration,” udjourncil till the next day, 
the 2^. Mareh, when it voted, after a short iliscussion. a demand for Bs. 
24,000 to defray the charges in rospei-t of a i-apital outlay in regard to tlie 
electric schemes. The cut motions tabled against the demand were not moved as 
the fin race Mimat r suggested that the Government i)oUi.ty with regard to electri¬ 
fication would be the better discussed during tlic debate on the supplementary 
demand on April 4. The House took up the demand for “Irrigation” and 
discussed two cut motions against it. Beplying to the deliate on the first cut 
motion which sought r.o discuss the desirability of making adequate arrangements 
for irrigation in North Bihar, Mr. A. N, Binha said that the operation of the 
legislation passed by tiie House iu connection with major and minor irrigation works 
would go a long way to removing the want of irrigatiuiiul facilities in the province. The 
cut motion was withdrawn, and the House adjourned till the next day, the 24tli. Mareb 
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whcn it considered the fourth supplementary statement of expenditure for 1938-39 to¬ 
day. All demands, except a token demand for Rs. 15 to defray the charges in respect 
of preliminary expenditure on the electrification scheme, were voted without 
discussion. After prolonged discussion, a cut motion moved against the supplemen¬ 
tary budget in connection with the demaind for the elec.trification scheme was 
negatived without a division an<l the token demand was voted. Mr. Wihon Haigh 
(Ghota Nt^pur, European), moving the cut motion, urged the desirability of explo¬ 
ring further facilities for buying electric jwwer before embarking ution the scheme 
of Duildiug a Government gcticrating station, lie also suggested that foreign 
expert oiunion be iiivitetl on the Sidicine. He opposcil the suggestion of 
having a central power station and advised a grid system by linking the existing 
power houses on tlie ground of the possibility of a j>rovince-wide breakdown in 
the case of sabotage or a natural catastrophe. Mr. J. N. _ Lai, rarliaincntary 
Secretory, replying, said that there was no necessity for consulting foreign experts, 
since the Technical Committee, which luul cxumincil the scheme, contained all- 
India experts, who had prwitical working cxiicrienco of similar schemes in the 
country. Bihar was better fitted for the scheme in view of its better resources 
than other provinces. He siiid that the Government disapproved of the grid 
scheme and also Mr. Haich’s suggestion for bnying power from private concerns. 
The House adiourned till Monday next, the 27th. March, when it discuased 
and voted budget demimds under the heads “Irrigitlion” and ‘Merlical.’ 
After discussion of a cut motion, during which the need for a comprehensive 
scheme of irrigation and prevention for Hoods for the Pi’ovinco was emphasised, 
the demand for Bs. ]4,5i^5ti7 was voted. Next day, the 30th. March a budget 
demand for Its. 25,240 to defray the charges in respect of collection of Agri¬ 
cultural Income-fax was mov«l by the Finance Minister, Mr. C. P. N. Sinha. Ihe 
Leader of the Opiiosition, moving a “cut” motion, pleaded for the postponement 
of the operation of agricultural income-tax for one or two years, on the ground 
of the inability of tlie xamiiidcrs to shoulder the burden of taxation at present. 
The Finance Minister, replying, r^otteil that the Government could not agree 
to the suggestion. He said that the Government were fully aware of the condition 
of the zamindars and would iustruct officers not to be unduly exacting in the assess¬ 
ment and realisation of the tox. He also said that since the tax was based on the 
not income of landlords, it took cognisance of poor rent collections, llie House 
rejected the amendment, and voted the demand, as also other demands in respect of 
loans and advances by the Provincial Government, stomim and pensions, no “cut” 
motions being moved m rcsjicct of tiiese three demands. The House adjourned till 
the next day, the 31st. March, when a cut motion against the demand for Education 
which was discussed the whole day, also came under the guillotine, which was 
applied at 5 p. m. The cut motion sought to discuss Uic Wardha education scheme 
and reused a protest from Opposition Muslim licuchcs against the secularity of the 
scheme. Dr. Syed Mahmud, Education Minister, rculying, said that the scheme 
made provision for moral instruction, wiiich included the general principles of Islam 
and ouer religions, but he regretted that, owing to financial diHicultics, the provision 
of teachers for the different sects for giving religious iiistrnidion in particular faiths 
was not possible. However, tlie schom baildiiigs, ho assured them, would be available 
to all communities for organising religious classes at their own expense. With regard 
to co-education, the Minister said that the scheme ns ap}>lied in Bihar did not contem¬ 
plate co-education. Teaching in basic crofts was considered necessary by m^em 
educationists. The miillotine at this stage was applied and all the 24 remaining 
demands were passed. Voting on Budget demands then concluded and the House 
adjourned till the 3rd. April. 

Inclosion of Exclopbp Areas 

3rd. APRILThe Assembly to-day passed unanimously the resolution moved 
by the Prime Minister on March 30, recommending to the Government of Bihar 
"that His Majesty’s Government bo moved through tlie Government of India and 
tho Secretory of State to repeal the provisions of the Government of India Act of 
1935, which distinguish the Excluded and tho I’artially Excluded Areas from other 
territories in British India, so that these areas be brought completely under the su¬ 
pervision and control of their respective BesjKmsiblo Governments. Support was 
lent to the resolution by all sections of tho House. Messrs. Ignes Beck and Boniface 
Lakra (Coalition Abongines), while supporting the resolution, wanted a career of 
’sdf-determinism” for Cboto Nagpur. Mr. Ignes Beck said that the Ahnrigi’nfl ^ 
Tribes residing in the Excluded Areas wanted protection, but did not want BAniiminn , 
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He invited the present Ministry to vrin the conddonce of the Aboriginal people, 
saying that they preferred to have protection from tbdr own coiintiymen. The total 
number of Aboriginals all over the country stood at about twenty-three millions, and 
these should not be ignored. 

Muslim Waefs Bill 

401. APRIL The Assembly considered the Bihar Muslim W^s Bill intro¬ 
duced by Dr. Sped Mahmud, Education Minister, and referred it to a select commit¬ 
tee. The Bill sought to ensure proper administration of Wakfs by a Wakf Board, the 
entire cost of which will bo borne through the levy of a contiibution from Wtdd 
estates in the province. The Government agre^ to the suggestion made by 
Tajamul Hussain (Muslim Independent) to consult ulemas. 

The MAUKsn's & Dkali-uis Bill 

5th. APRIL Dr. 8yt)d Mahmud, Minister for Eliicalion and Development, in¬ 
troduced to-day, the Bihar Markets and Dciilers Bill, designed to provide for better 
control and regulation of markets, and fur licensing shb]iB and certain kinds of 
dealers in the imivinc.o of Bihar. After a liricf liisciission, the Douse agreed to cir¬ 
culate the Bill tor eliciting public opinion, 'i'ho Assembly then adjourned uU April 12. 

I'niVATK lUUlUATION AmKND. BilL 

12th. APRIL ‘.—'I'ho House held a brief sitting to-day and t^assed, with slight 
modifications, the Bihar and Orissa iViratu Irrigalioii Works (Bihar Amendment) 
Bill as reported by a joint committee of both the Houses. The amending Bill 
sought to remove certain ilcfccts in the original Act and empowered die Collector to 
construct and repair small irrigation works and realise tlie cost from the persons 
benefitted. The House dicn adjourned till April 24. 

Moron Spirit Taxation Bii.l 

iMth. APRIL The House pnx euded with the consideration of official Bill to-day 
and passed into law the first taxation measure ndumbruicd in the Budget speech of 
the Finance Minister, in which he had ]x)intcd out that the Government needed 
additional revenue to implement the various dcvelo))mcnt schemes undertaken 
by them. This was the Bihar Motor Spirit Taxation on Bales Bill, imposing a tax on all 
retail sales of motor spirit in the province at the rate of one anna six pies 
per gallon. The Bill piovidcd for the registration of rcinil dealers in motor 
spirit, Unrcpjstorcd deauis will not be pciuiitteil to sell such sinrit in retail. 

Lao Control Bill 

Dr. Sped Mahmud, Development Minister, next moved for the reference to 
a Select Committee of the Bihar Lao C.’tmtrol Bill, which aimcil at the r^abi- 
litatioii of the Luc aidusliy snfeguavding the interrsts of giowers and small 
traders, rcgnJafiiig ] rii-es, li<-ensitig rnmiulaclurcis, and coiislitutiiig a Lac Control 
Board, coiisisliiig of representatives of iJie iniporlant lac-growing provinces and 
States to advise the Go\criiiTient on all iinporir.nt matters connectctl with ^e 
administration of tlie Bill when emu tcil. Itiwiission on the motion had not 
c*qncludcd when rhu House adjoiirued till Monday next, the 25Ui. April, when the 
Bill was rcfcrriil a select committee. The Op|)usitiou motion for circulation 
of the Bill to elicit iniblic ojiiniou was lugativcu. 

Immoral Traffjo SumifcsmoN Bill 

The Government next sought lairinissioii to intriMluic the Bihar Suppression 
of Immoral Trallic Bill. A (Useussinu arose on a point of order, whether the 
Bill could bo introdiuisl, in view of a similar private Bill having been introflu- 
ced earlier in the seasioii by Mr, Tujiiniul Hussain. Khan Bahadur Saghirul 
Haque, who occupied Uie chair in the alisimcc of the Hpeakcr, piointcd out Uiat 
under the rules a motion idcnthnl to the one introduccu earlier in the session 
could not be introduced. Giving his ruling on Urn subject of udmissibiUty of 
Mr. Jaglal Ghondhr'r’s Hill, Khan Bahadur Baghirul llauue said Uiat he had 
read carefully the ruling of Mr. Kliuia Noor, rrcsideiit of the old Bihar L^isla- 
tive Council as well us Uiat of Sir IL K. Slmnmukliam Chctli. He was unable 
to see eye to eye with Ibc Government wiUi regard lo the iiilerpirelatiou of the 
term “decision” us used in the rule. That teim, in the o]>iiiion of die Chairman, 
could only mean cither the final acceptance or reja'tioii of the measure and not 
some decision with repaid to any iutennediary step such as circulation or 
reference to select committee. 
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AaBieuLTURAL Incomb-Taz Bill 

The Finance Minister then introduced a short Bill entitled the Bihar Agri¬ 
cultural Incometax (Second Amendment) Bill, which was passed quickly. 

Peivate Iekigation Works Bill 

26th. APRIL The House considered to-day clause by clause and passed the 
Bihar Private Irrigation Works Bill, as rcix>i’ted by the Select Committee. The 
House then adjourned sine die. 


Proceedings of the Bihar Council 

Winter Sestion—*Bihar—24th. January to I4th. February 1939 

I’liE Te.van<;y & Land Revenue Sales Buxs 

The Winter Session of the Bihar T.^8ltitivc Council commenced at Patna on the 
24th, Janiu^, 1*39. Two non-otlicitd bills, the Bihar Tenancy Second Amendment Bill 
and the Bihar lAuid Revenne Sales Amendment Bill, were aisijosed of. The first Bill, 
which sought to widen the scope of the grofinds on which an application would 
be made to a District Judge for the ap)X)iiitmcnt of a common manager for the 
administration of joint estates, was referred to a Select Committee. The second 
Bill providing for information of the sale of an estate in default of land revenue 
being communicated directly to tlie proprietor concerned evoked much discussion, 
after which the House agreed to circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion. 

The Council also granted permission for the introduction of 8 non-oificial 
Bills. Such Bills introduced were Bibar Prevention of Hindu Bigamous Marriage 
Bill, Bihar Ijegislative Members’ IMvilcges and Powers Bill, Bihar Tenancy 
Second Amendment Bill, dtihar l4tnd Kevciuie Sales Amendment Bill, Bihar 
Prevention of Unequal Marriage Bill and Bihar Ibblie Demands Kecovei'y 
Amendment Bill. Mr. Moharak AH moved that the Bihar Tenancy ^ond 
Amendment Bill he referred to a Bcietd Committee. Mr. Ali said that the 
object of tlio Bill was to provide for niaiuqtemeiit of co-sbarcrs’ estate by 
common manager. He said that in many cases eO'SharcTB of estates even did not 
know as to how many shares they had in that estate. So, it would be better 
to make a law for the appuinlmcut of a common manager to such estates having 
a number of oo-sharers. The Advocate-0eneral informed the House that ^ 
Government had no objection to the Bill but he pointed out that the appointment of 
a common manager might entail hardship on the co-sharers as Uiey would be 
required to meet the cost of common mani 4 !;ement. On unanimous opinion of the 
House, Mr. Mobarak All’s Bill was referred to a Select Committee. The House 
then adjourned till the 6th. February. 

Non-offiuial BiLr.8 Discussed 

6 th, FEBRUARYThe Council to-day refused to take into consideration the 
Bihar Cess Amendment Bill, 1939, by 11 votes to 8. The Bill, whiclt stood in 
the name of Mr. Mobarak AH, sought to make estates that fall in defaidt liable 
for recovery of arrears. 

Mr. Maheshwar Prasad Narayan Singh's Bill to amend the Bihar Tenancy 
Act of 1938 was withdrawn after the Government’s assurance that Bills of a more 
commriieuBive nature relating to tenancy reforms would be brought forward by 
the Government early in April next 

After prolonged debate, Mr. Punyadeo 8Aarma withdrew the Hindu Biga¬ 
mous Mairiagcs Bdl. The Prime Minister said that the Government were imposed 
to the Bill, firstly, because bigamy was not prevalent in India, and, se^dly, 
provincial legislation would not improve the position as it was impossible to restrict 
people marrying outride the I’rovince. Such legislation by the Central Assembly 
would be better, as it could be enforced on all provinces. 

Another social measure brought forward by the same member to prevent 
unequal marriages was agreed to be circulated to elicit public opinion. Two Bills 
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in tbe name of Mr, Oursakay Lai, the Bihar Le^alature Membera’ PriTilegea and 
Powers Bill and die Bihar Tenancy Amendment Bill were withdrawn by 
tbe mover. 

The House referred to a Select Committee tlic Bihar Land Revalue Sales 
Amendment Bill movol by Mr. Mobarak Ab, which was desimicd to give informa¬ 
tion regarding sate of an estate in default of ])uymeiit of land revenue directly to 
the proprietor. 

Non-officiai,s Resoldtionb Discfsskd 

7th. FEBRUARYThe Coiineil commenced the discussion of non-ofticid resolu¬ 
tion on the 7tb. and continued it on tlie next few days, Khan Bahadur Jamail moved 
the following rcsolntiou :—"i'his Council rwommends to die Government of Bihar to 
be pleased to recommend to the Government of India that the rate of iiilerest fixed 
at four and five per cent on A and B class of loans rcsfiectively advanced to sufferers 
of eadiquake under the Natural Calamities Act lie reiliiccd to two per cent per annum 
in view of the jicriieUial economic depression and odier causes affecting adversely tbe 
means and resources of debtors.” I'lic Khan Halmdiir said that in 1930 diere occurred 
terrible earthquake rendering the pco])lc of Bihar homeless and causing immense loss 
to them. The Bihar (lovcrhineiit secured considerable amount of money from India 
Government luid cistribulod it among sufferers by way of loans. Boon after there 
was economic depresBioii, which crimilcd the resources of thejieoplc, specially t^ 
borrowers. They were rendered uiiaule to pay tbe bigli rate of interest on their loans. 
Bo it was itighly dcsiralilc diat the rate of iutercKt on Uiis loan be reduced to two per 
cent. Mrs. liulcoln- Singh moved an amendment that no amount of interest be hence¬ 
forth realised from the liorrowers. Gii the {lormissiun of the House the resoludon and the 
amendment was witlidrawii. On tbe next day, the 8th. Fehmary, a resolution moved 
by Mr. Satish Chandra Sinha recommended to the Government to take necessary 
steps for conscying to His Majesty’s Government a request for constituting the 
Chota Naguur uivisiou and the Bautal I’argaiias district into a separate Governor’s 
Province. The mover dwelt at length on the history of the above area and die n^ 
for its formation as a separate province. Uc also detailed the roeial, cultural, geo¬ 
graphical geological, fliiaiivinl and ]iolitical reasons lor the constitution of a separate 

C rovince. Rc)uyiiig to the debate, the /’rime Minister said that the question had 
een examined at length. The priacinal reasons why die area should not bo cons¬ 
tituted as a separate province, he saiti, were iinguistic and (uiltural. The area could 
not be attached to Bengal. Tlie almriginal impulation formed twenty-five nor cent of 
the total populafioii of the area. On this ground also separation could not be 
advocated. Ihe tract was more similar to Bihar liuth linguiRtiealiy and culturally, 
llic Premier quoleel figures extensively in sii)>|x>rt of his argument. He added that sepa- 
radoii would result only in additional taxation to meet the cost of administration 
of die territory wfdch was still a btu-kwanl area. The present Government had olr^y 
adopted various lueasures fur the ainclioration of the inhabitants of Chota Nagpur. 
A resolution recommending the cstablislimciit of boards in each division in 
order to bring about liettcr relations lictwcoii landlords and tenants, as also between 
creditors and debtors and to settle disputes betwcim them was moved by Mr. Our 
Sahay Lull and lost by 7 votes to 1. 

Mica Uepeauno Bill 

10th, FEBRUARYThe House discuBsed non-official Bills to day, Bai BrijraJ 
Krishna moved that the Bihar Mica Kc|icaling Bill as passed by the Legislative 
Assembly be taken into consideration. The movor said that the Mica Act was doing 
immense harni to the small mica iiidustrialists. It had the effect of confining 
mica industry in the hands of a few big miners. Its working had proved ftat the 
small dealers bad been driven out altogether from the field or mica business. 
Besides this the pur];oso for which the Act was enforced was not altogether served. 
All the people in the mica area had been veliemcntly opposed to die Act. The 
Government also had very insufficient income from the working of ^is Act. There 
was therefore no reason why this Act would be retained on die Statute Book. It 
must be repealed outright. The House unanimously passed the Bill, 

Public Safety Act Repeal Bill 

The Council next considered the Bill meant to repeal the Bihar Public Safety 
Act. Mr. Brijnandan Prasad moved that tbe Bihar Public Safety Repealing Bill as 
passed by the Legislative Aesembly be taken into consideration. Mr. Mobarak Alt 
said that ho was under unpression that all tbe other repressive measures would be 
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rc^iealed. There were still the Criminal Law Amendment Act and other repressive laws 
still existing. He ho)>ed that such measures would also bo repealed. He warned the 
Goverumoit to see that the repealing^of this Public Safety Act might not encounee 
the people for no-rent campaupi. This Act was btung repealed but the 0.1. B. 
people were still reporting meetings and dogipng the people. The Bill was then 
passed unanimously. 

AGsicni.TnRAL Income Tax Bill 

The House then took up the consideration of the Bihar Amcultural Income-Tax 
(Amendment) Bill. Mr. Mobarak Alt demanded that letters and notices sent trough 
post under section 42A of this Act should be sent by registered envelope to ensure its 
reedpt. The Bill was unanimously passed. 

MONEY-LENPERS (llEOULATlON OF TRANSACTIONS) BiLL 

The House then took into consideration the Bihar Money-Lenders (Relation 
of Transactions) Bill. Mr. Qursahai Lai deman<lcd that the provisions of the pre¬ 
sent Bill and the Bihar Money-Lenders Act should be embodied in one compre¬ 
hensive Bill. There was no reason why the present Bill and the Money-Lenders Act 
should work separately. The Advocale-Qeneral did not agree with the suggestiou. 
The Bill was then unanimously i)asscd. 

Private Irrigation Works Bill 

14th. FEBRUART ‘.—Rat Brijraj Krishna moved that the Bihar Private Irrigation 
Works (Amendment) Bill and tlie Bihar Minor Irrigation, Drainage, Agricultural 
Land Beclamation, Sanitary Improvement and Flood Alleviation Works Bill be 
referred to a Joint Select Committee. The House tiien adjourned till ^e 20th, February. 


Budget Seasion—Patna—20th February to 27th. March 1939 

Banpb Mataram in Schools 

Tito Budget session of (lie Council eoramenecd on the aoth. February when 
after the ii< btinaiioi> and leading out of the Budget the Council adioiiined till the 
l&th. Mai'ch, wi.cn ic] l}iiig to a ({uestiun of A Aon Bahadur Ismail regarding the 
National Flog hois'.iiig and “Baiide Mataram” song in schools and colleges, Dr, 
Ato/ift.nd said that the tiovciiimciii were awace that hoisting of the National Flag 
and singing of “Baude Mtuaniin” song had liecn made a ground of resentment by a 
section of Miisliius, lint they believed lluU their policy in regard to these two matters 
had been misconstrued anti njisrciaosentctl. Tlic policy of the Clovernmcnt with 
reitard to tliese was (hat in cdiieatiuiini iiiHlitiilions the National Flag could be 
hoisted over tlie buildings only with the pennisaion of the school or college aiitliori- 
tics. If tl'.o latter gave such a pciiuia'.ioii the Covcrnincnt would not interfere with 
their discretion, provided the said pcriuissiou was iu resi'cct of tlie National Flag. 
With regard to tlic_“Bandc Mutranr' aong, Dr. hlulimud expressed regret that their 
policy had been entirely luisundcrsuxxl. All action that Uie Governmeat hud taken 
in regard to riiis song bad been according to the sentiments of a section of tlie Muslim 
community. It was according to the wishes of the Mnslims that tlic Government 
had decide to impose certain restrictions on Uic singing of “Bondc Mati-am” song 
in Bcliools and colleges. Continuing Dr. Mahmud aoiil that (he first two stanzas of 
the song contained iu them uhsolulely nothing that was cittier objectionable from 
religious or any other points of view or that could olfeud the susceptibility of any 
community. The Government regarded the first two stanzas wholly unexceptionable 
but even then they liad impressed upon the aiitiioritics of the schools and the colleges 
that the singing of the first two stanzas should be made obligatory. Prooeeding, the 
Minister said that tlie Government liad issued instructions encouraging the singing 
of late Mr. Iqbal’s song. TTie Govcmmciil bad thus tried to meet the objections of 
the Mussalmans in so far as they liad intruisic value. I’rocccdiug further the Minis¬ 
ter said that the Government had removed tiie ban that existed against tlic National 
Flag and tho “Bande Mataram” song but they would never insist the school or the 
collie authorities’ hmsting of the Flag. 

Thereafter the House held a general discussion of tho Budget from the I6th. 
to the 20tb. March and the fourth Bupplcmcutary Budget ou the 27th. March, 
after which it adjourned sine die. 
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May Session—Patna—4th. to 18th. May 1939 

The Municipal Amendment Bill 

The May session of the Ooimeil eonamciiml on tlic 4th. May 1039 and held a very 
brief sittiiijv. The House considered the amH>iatiuenl of a .Toiiit Beleet Oommittce of both 
the Chambers for rei«rlitig on Uio Biiiar Amendment Bill X939. ITie 

motion propositi}!: names from the lJ|>i>cr Hoiihc, moved by Mr. liai Brijraj Krishna, 
IjCiuler of tlie Congress Tarty in tlie Council, was passed after a short discussion 
on the merits of the new system of joint electorates with reservation of scats for 
minorities, envisaued by the Municiiial Amciidiiieut Bill, Khan Bahadur Ismail, 
liCader of the Opposition, protesting against the system, said that it was not aceep- 
table to Muslims, lie also said that no iMuslini member of the Mouse would agree 
to serve on the Joint Bcl<x-.t Committee as long sis this provision was not changed. 
Even if one or two Muslim mimiliers agritsl, ihoy would not lie rein’csentative of 
Muslim opinion and their iigreemcnt to tlic provisions of the Bill would not be accep¬ 
table to the Muslims. The BrvsiiU'iil said that co-oi>evaiion in the work of a Belec.t 
Committcf! could not be intetpreted as agreement with tiie provisions of tlie Bill. 
The Leader of the Congress Party and other members of the House stressed tlie neeil 
for the leader of the Uppositioii lending libi services and said that his services and 
counsel w'cre indispeiii-uble. It was also (•oinnsl out that Khan Bahadur Ismail 
could help in ehatgiii}! tiie provisions of tlie Bill wbich be considered to be iindcsi- 
ralile by serving on the Comuiittec. The motion, which included Khan B^adur 
Ismail’s name in the persouucl of tlic Committee was jmssed. The House then 
adjourned till the .Stli. 

ACKtODL'lUEAL IKCOME-TAX AMJ-NI). BiIJ. 

8 tb. MAYThe Council passed the Biliar Agricultural Income-tax (Amend¬ 
ment) Bill ami considered seven eknscs of the Bilitu’ Private Irrigation Work 
(Amendment) Bill. When tlie Bihar Agricultural income-tax (Amendment) Bill 
was under discussion. Mr. Moharak Ali moved an amendment to provide that an 
assessee would have right to sue the Governmont in law court to question the 
validity of a notice of iissessmeut and ho would be entitled to realise from them the 
cost of such suit. Bubscqucntly he withdrew tliis amendment and moved another to 
provide that if an assessee sued the Govcnimcnt hi civil court to question the vali¬ 
dity of the notice of assessment of this (ax issued against him before the 35tk 

April 1939, he would be entitled to rccdve cost of his suit. 

Private Irrioation Works Amend, Bill 

Mr. Brijnandan Prasad next moved that tlic Bihar Private Irrigation Works 
(Amendment ) Bill he taken into consideration. The mover said that the 
object of the Bill was to compel the iaiullords to give sufficient irrigational 
fai^ilitics to the kisans by amemling the Bihar ]*rivRte Irngation Worn Act. 

The lands were deteriorating day by day the eflect of which was that the 

kisans were unable (o raise more crop. This Bill was intended to restore 
the whole irrigation system of Bihar so that the kisans might have enou}^ 
facilities for irrigation to improve their lands to raise more crop. 

The Public Works Biij, 

9th. MAYThe Council to-day passed the Bihar I’rivate Irrigation Works 
(Amendment) Bill and lM^?an the eonsideration of the Bihar Public Works Bill. Mr. 
Oursahai Lai distiugiiishcd the two Bills by stating that the amending Bill aimed at 
the improvement of inner system of a irrigation of village while the Bihar Piiblio 
Works Bill, which was a new measure, was intended to construct and maintain outer 
system of irrigation. The inner system (consisted in storing water of village inside it 
for irrigation purposes, while the outer system comprised oi briumng water from out¬ 
side places and storing the same in village. The Bill also aimea at reclaiming waste 
lands, draining out superfluous water, maintaining village sanitation etc. The ffill was 
passed on the next day, the 10th. May. 

Motor Spirits Taxation Bill 

11th. May '.—Baj Brijraj Krishna, l.cader of the Congress Par^, moved 
that the BUiar Motor Spirits Bill bo taken into consideration. The Opposition 
wanted the Bill to be referred to a Select Committee. The House agro^ to 
adjourn in order to discuss the matter outside and arrive at an agreement if 



238 THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ sbiuong- 

posjsible. Tbe Honse reassembled at 2 p. m., but adjourned for the day without 
arriying at a decision whether the Bill should be referred to a sdect committee or not. 

Mbasdbeb to Obece Comhubai. Tbotjbles 

12Ui. MAT :—After passing^ the first reading of the Motor Spirit ( Taxation 
on Sdes ) Bill, the Council discussed this after-noon the adjournment motion 
moved by Khan Bahadur 8, M, Ismail regarding the instractions issued by 
the Gb)Temment recently with regard to the jioluiy to be foliowed by officers 
in communal troubles. Moving his motion, Khan Bahadur S. M. Ismail said 
that, without censuring the Government, be wanted to know the circumstances 
that led the (^vernment adapting the "drastic measures.” He wanted the Govern¬ 
ment to convince the House of the need for issuing such orders, and conWded 
that the mere fact of what happened in Gaya on May 6 and 7 did not 
constitute substantial groimd for the Government arriving at such a decision. 
Borne members emphasised the need for vigilance on the part of the Government 
to prevent ofiicors from misusing the powers conferred by the ordmrs, Ihe 
Finance Miniate^ Mr. A, N. Sinha, replying to the debate, said that the orders 
had been issued owing to the generally strained communal relations in too 
province and to prevent a further deterioration of toe situation. Ho stud that 
the Gov^ment were fully aware of their responsibilities, and assured the 
Honse that the jiowers given to officers would not be abused. After the motion 
had been talked out, too House adjourned till toe 15to. 

Motob Spuuts Taxation Bti.r. (contp.) 

ISth. MAY The Bihar Motor Spirit ( Taxation on Sales ) Bill was passed 
by too Council to-<lay. Mr. Oursahay Lai’s amendment seexing reduction of 
toe rates of taxation from one and a half annas to one anna was lost by 
ten votes to three. Several amendments, mainly of a drafting nature, were 
adopted. As a result of an official amendment being accgitcd toe penidty for 
an unauthorised retail salca of motor spirit was reduced from Us. ],0(X) to 
Ks. 500. A new clause, provkling for exemption to any motor spirits or cliuss of 
motor spirits by notification, was added by an ollk-ial amendment. The House then 

a " mmod till the 18th. May, when after twenty minutes’ sitting during wMch the 
at and Orissa Plac-cs of Ifilgrimage (Bihar Amendment) Bill, passed by the 
Assembly, was laid on the table. Thereafter the House was proroyued. 
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Proceedings of the Assam Assembly 

Budget Session—Shillong—9th. March to 6th. April 1939 

Financial Statement fob 1039-40 

The Budget eesaion of the Assam Legislative Assembly commenced at 
Shillong on the 9th. Mareh 1939 with Mr. BasanUi Kumor JJns, Speaker in the 
chair. After intcri'iellatioiis, the Fiii.atice Minister, tire Mon’ble Mr. Fakhruddin Alt 
Ahmed presented the Budget for the year lOHO-lO and in doing so said : —“It 
should not be forgotten that wo are carrying on the Government in the 
province under an irres-iousiblc Centro, anil almost under tlio shadow of 
the scheme of the All-India Fodemtion which has been rejected not only by 
the National Congress but also by other politiiml organisations and the Princes 
and the people of the States”. The following is tlio Budget at a glance: 

Revenue Reedpt for 1938-39 : -2.(M,2l,000. Revenue Exiienditure: —2.68.86,000, 
Dedeit *.—4,63,000. The Budget Estimates for 1939-40 show a deHuit of Rs. 17,39,000, 
Receipts are exiiected to total Its. 2,81,43,000 and expenditure Its, 30134,000, 

The Finance Minister announced that the Government proposed to bring in 
five taxation^ measures immediatety, the imriortant being tiie levy of a tax on 
agnpultural incomes, xietrol and lubdcant oil. Others are tax on amusement, 
betting, foreign liquor and other articles of luxury. The Minister said that 
levy of a _tax on agrieiilturid produce was estimated to bring in a revenue of 
about Rs 23 lakhs. The Government proposed to sjiond a jwtion of the amount 
from this source on the labour }iopulation in tea gardens. The tax, at the rate 
of _ two annas per gallon on petrol and three annas on lubricant oil, was 
estimated to bring an income of about Rs. 4 lakhs a year. Another measure 
for which the assent of the House was being sought was levy of a tax on 
the sale of goods. The Finance Minister observed, “If the Legislature will pass 
these measures at an early date and we arc assisted by all sections of people 
in tapping the sources of the provinces, wo hoixi, to have in 1930-40 not only 
Bumcien^ revenue to cover tiie deficit which has been shown above but also 
something to spare for supplementary grants for the purpose of pushing our 
Rhemes of inmrovement cither actuaily formulated or in the course of preparation. 
Honourable Members will have realised that the net result of all &eso transac¬ 
tions for future year is that we may ex|Kset a revenue surplus of about Rs. 12 
lakhs at the close of the year. Taxation is never ixipular. I Imvo this satisfaction 
that the taxes I have proiiosed are nritlier harsh nor such as incidence of which 
will fall on the {loor. They have, on the other hand, been resorted to with a view 
to carrying out our programme of prohibition and projects for additional expendi¬ 
ture for national deyelojimont and rc.-onstruction. The policy of the Government 
in getting rid of drink and opium revenue will increase the spending power of the 
masses whum will mean corresponding benefit to the agriculturists and trading 
classes, as the masses, with more money to spare, will spend it on the purch^ (3 
goods. The wvemment propose to take a loan of Rs. .50 lakhs, payable after 20 
years, wito a Sinking Fund to which an annual contribution of Rs. 2,1.5,000 will 
be made from revenue in order to pay oflf outstanding dues to enable the Government 
to girat a loan to local bodies for thw water supply schemes and Mso stut schemes 
invulvinK large capital expenditure.” 
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AGRIOULTUEAL INCOME-TAX BILL 

Aoeicultdeal Isoome-tax Bha, 

10th. BIARCH : —Tho Assembly dinded twice in fbo course of 15 minut^ this 
evening to take a decision on the Assam Agricultural Income-Tax Bill, 1939, intro¬ 
duce by the Finance Minister, The Finance Minister also moved that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Oommittoc consisting of six members. Sir Mohd. Saadulia, Leadw 
of the Opposition, movc<l an umciulment to circulate the Bill for eliciting public 
pinion, which after discussion ot'cupylng two hours, was negatived by 56 votes to 23. 
The European Grou)) enbloc remained neutral. When the original motion came be¬ 
fore the House, tlie Opiosition again claimed a division, but the original motion was 
carried by 56 votes to 31. This time the Eurojieiin Group _ voted against _ the 
Government. As many as ten speakers participated in the cliscnssion. The Opposition 
memb^ mainly attacked tlie Bill on tlic ground that its provisions w'ore hasty, 
unsympathetic and complicated and suggesiod that abetter Bill be drafted. Supporters 
of the bill maintained Unit they would never be found wanting when called upon to 
bear a fair share of tlie national burden. Tho llousc also, on the motion of the Finance 
Minister, took the Assam Bales Tiux Bill 19;J9 into consideration. 

Gkmkeal Disouhsion of Buduet 

11th. to 4th, BIAROH The genertd disenssion of the Budget commenced on the 11th. 
March. The opposition opening the dismission criticised tlie budget, tliat it did not 
include measures for im|irovcmcnt of genend condition of all people, but had 
introduced a policy of favouritism to win over memhers with public money, some 
speakers charged tlie Government with having introdnccil ait atmosphere of intense 
corruption mid have subordinated jirovincial indci>cndence to tlie dictates of the 
Congress High Command who contnillcd tlicir destiny from outside. The House 
adjourned after eight sjwakers had aildrcsstsl it. Tiic ilebaie was resumed on Monday 
next, the I3th. March when only five memliers participated in the discussion. 
Separation question of Syihct and attitude of tJie Coalition Government were 
discussed. Dewsu Eklimur Rosa anil lir. Baikia criticised the budget aud for want 
of speakers the House adjourned till the next day, the 14th. Blmreh when the 
genem discussion of the Budget concluded. 

TitF. Finance Bim. 

16th. MARCH The Assam Finance Bill, 1930 was taken into consideration 
to-day. Mr. Akshay Kumar Das’s motion for approval of the Prohibition scheme 
and the expenditure involved within the limits of Rs. 125,OtX), pending the submi¬ 
ssion of a BUp])lcineniary demaud, was passed. 

A motion that the Assam Bale of Motor Spirits and Lubricants Bill be taken 
into consideration was then moved. T'he finance Minister, relaying to the Opposition 
criticism on this and the Finance Bill, said that motor buses and lorries were not 
included in the s<diema of taxation and that proper measures would be taken so that 
the extra taxation did not divert the motor dealing business from the province. 
Taxation on cycles would also be tried. liq;arding Hie Assam Amusements and 
Betting Tax Bill, whiiR also came up for consideration, an assurance was given 
that charity and educative shows would be exempted from taxation. The Assam 
Municipal Amendment Bill, 1^, was passed into law. 

VoTiNo ON Budget Demands 

18th. to 80th. MARCH Voting on Budget demands for grants commmiced on the 
18th. March, when the demands for OTants under the bead, “General Administration” 
came up for discussion. Mr. Amjad 4ii moved the first “cut” Oiat the whole pro¬ 
vision of Rs. 44,239 under the head '•Commissioners, which is in connection 
wi& the remaining post of Commissionership, be refused. Tho mover, 
explaining the object of the motion, nanuted the history of the question 
of the abolition of both the jKists of Commissioners and -said that both 
the sides of the House hud always advocateil it. The Premier, replying, said that 
ho was always ready to respect the wishes of the House and in fact the ei^ndi- 
tare had been included in the estimate not nt the instance of the pr^nt Minis¬ 
try but in exercise of the special resjionsibility of the Governor. The^ Premier 
further said tliat though arguments were put forward in support of the retenUon of the 
icmmning post of Commissioner ns being neccssai'y, the Government were ready to go 
in the same lobby with the opposition over the question. T'he cut motion was passed 
without a division. Five other cut motions were next discussed and were dther r^octed 
by the house or withdrawn on the assurance given by the Government. The 
House granted out of the Premier’s total demand, a sum of Rs. 21,29,300 for 
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“Genend AdminiBtration” and then adjourned till Monday next, the 20Ui. Mardi, 
-when unuButd beat marked the pToceedinuB when the Revenue Aftnister’s demand for 
grant of a Bom not exceeding Bb. 2,797.600 to defray the chargee of land revenue 
came up for discusBion. Out of 2.5 cuts moved 7 were discuBBed cridciBing the policy of 
the Government in not granting remission of laud revenue in flood affected 
parts of tenants and in not throwing open settlement reservee. On the 
question of not throwing open Bettlcmeut reserves, vote was taken, but the 
cut motion was defeated by SS to 56 votes, Europeans en bloc voting agmnet 
the Government. The cut criticising the government for not granting oO percent 
reduction in land revenue in the year 19%-39 was lost without division after a 
prolonged debate. The discussion of the demand wns not finished when the House 
adjourned till Monday tlie 21st Mareh when it granted a sum not exceeding Bs. 
27,97,600 to defray the charges of land revenue administration, Ks. 696,400 

for administration of justice and Ks. 351,800 for provincial excise. 

Most of the cuts were wididiawii. On the 24tii. Mareh demands for grants 

of Rs. 1,48,CW under head “Registration”, and Be. 2.5,40,100 for Police 

Were passed. Out of twelve cuts to the Rt^istralion demand two were discussed. 
One was lost without a division and the other was withdrawn. Ont of 23 cuts to 
the Police demand two were discussed but lost. During disi ussion the Premier appealed 
for dealing with the communal problem in the province. Next day, the 25th Mareh, the 
House passed the Premier’ll demands for a sum of Rs. 3,.596,1U0 under tho head ‘Ad¬ 
ministration of Education.’ Out of the 6il cuts, eight were discussed, two were rejected 
without a division and the rest were withdrawn. The most important “cut” motion 
wanted to discuss the establishment of a imiversity in Assam. The Opposition 
complaiiicd of tho absence of a scheme for a university and maintained that nnoncial 
difficulties should not stand in the way. They urged the pressing necessity of a 
university in an autonomous yirovince. Borne members pleaded for two residential 
universities, one at Bylhct and tlie other at Gauhati. wliilc others oj)po8ed the idea 
of establishing a university, maintaining that rural education demanded prior 
consideration. The Premier, replying, assurni the House that though the Congress 
believed in giving luiority to rural (uucation for whioli a fund had been provided 
in the enrreut budget, a scheme for a univoisily would be ready by the next budget. 
The Cunningham Ro))OTt, whidi rocommendea tho establishment of an examiumg 
university, as also other proposals of the members, would be taken into consideration. 
The House then adjourned till Monday next, the 27th. Mareh, when it granted 
demands for Rs. 776,300 under the head ‘Ihiblio Health’ Ks. 10,60,700 under 
‘Medical’and Rs. 6,11,(X30 under ‘AgricuUnTe.’ The Euro)>ean group’s cut under 
tlie head ‘Public Health’ to censure the Guvemment having dispensed with tlie post 
of Dr. Rice of the Assam Medical Research Society wns lost by 54 to 32 votes. 
Tho Government replying stated that it was felt that there was no necessity to 
miuntain such a nigh salaried post. Next day, the 28th. Mareh, tho 
demands under tho heads, ‘Industries, Rs, ‘2,31,000; ‘Jails’ and ‘Convict Settlement 
Es. 4,53,300;‘Civil Works’ (excluding establishment) Rs. 36,66,900; ‘Loans and 
Advances’ beaiing and not bearing interest, Rs. .5,30,000, were discuBscil and passed. 
Doting the discussion on cut motions the need for 0 ])euing a toimery school and for 
finding avenues for emidoymeut for tlie resources of the province lor iudnstrial de- 
vdopment was stressea and the Minister assured tho house that tho Government 
were considering the npiKiintment of an export to go into the question. Next day, the 
MIth. Mareh, all the demands for grants imdor heads Industries, Jails and Convict 
Bettlemouts, Civil Works and Ixians and Advances were passed. Altogether seven 
cut motions were moved mid out of these six were withdrawn and one lost without 
division. Next day the 80th. March, the increased number of Ministers and their tours 
came for severe criticism by an opposition cut motion when voting on demands for 
supplementary grants was taken up. Six omiosition members snpixirting tho motion 
m^e a vdiement attack on Government poliity of increasing expenditure. Tho spea¬ 
kers maintained that die Cabinet was not following Congress principle and saw no 
reasons why the Ministers undertook extensive tours. Borne excitement was caused 
when Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhwy, ex-Minister, challenged the Public Health Mini¬ 
ster to condradict the statement that the latter actually travelled second class during 
his recent Madras tour and charged for first class. Too Health Minister, who was 
not present in the Houses had mready replied earlier that he had charged for the 
class he had actually travelleil. The Premier replying justified the Ministers’ tours, 
TTie Finance Minister, giving a final reply, stated ^at they were not responsible 
for an increase in mipenditiire and that the opposition by the cut motion were 
(Hily criticising the previous Cabinet’s action much more. He held that there bad 
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been subBtantial saving in view of the Ministers’ accepting a leaser salary which 
saving had been utilised for public purposes. The cut was lost. All supplementai^ 
demands and gnmts under he^s veterinary, cooperation and miscellaneous were passea. 
During discussion on supplementary statement, Sir Mohd. Saadulla, opposition 
leader, urged for dedidte mcUtod for budgetary estimates in areas. Ue asK^ the 
Uovmmment to take up the matter with higher authorities. 

AaBiCDi.TDRAr. Income-tax Bit,!, (contd.) 

Slst. MARCH ; -The Finance Uinister moved that the Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
as reported by the select committee, be taken into consideration. Mr. J. P. Clayton 
(European Group). 0 |>|) 06 cd the motion, anying that the tea industry of the prorince 
would be adversely affected by the piupos^ taxation. He argued tnat tea at present 
did not yield much profit, and as tea was consumed largely outside the province, it 
would serve as a wrifT. Mo regretted the hurried way in wnich a Bill of such great 
consequence was being rushed through. Mr. Artm Chnndra, Deputy I/cader or ^ 
Congress Party, attaetoid the Euioijmu Group who, he said, in spite of the Govern¬ 
ment’s promise that the tea industry would not Im made to snll'cr, was not coming 
forward witli sacrifices Init was standing in the way of the country 's pre^ess. Sir 
a. Saadulla, Oppeeitiou Iwcador, advised |io8t|)oncmcnt of the measure till the next 
session. Khan Sahin Mudabir Htmain opt'/osed the motion, as in his view, “the contents 
of the Bill would disturb the Permanent Hcttlcmcnt, the Muslim Law as regard 
charity and the Hindu jeunt family system”. Hon. Mr. Fnkhruddin Aimed, in the course 
of Ids reply, referrei to a Privy tJouncil ruling which held that incometax legislation 
was no cncroa<'.hmeat ou tl>c Permanent Settlement, and assured the Mouse that it 
was no encroachment upon Muhammc<lan law either. The decision held good in 
resttec.t of the presiut ease also. I'roccoding, he said that the Government n^ the 
welfare of the tea industry in their mind and otlvised Uie plimters to move for the 
tciical of the levy on tea in the United Kingdom. The motion was put to vote and 
carried by 56 votes to iiO. 

The Salks Tax Biu. 

tst. APRIL The Assembly passed to-day the Sales Tax Bill, 1939, and accepted 
Mr. Fakhruddin Alt Ahvied's nmendraents to rectify certain errors. When the motion 
for the final passage of Uic Bill was made, obioctions were taken by the Opposition. 
Mr. Ashra/uddin Mohamad Chuudhury invokeil tiic aid of Bec.tion 63 of tne Assam 
Ix^slativc rules, in which it is providctl tliat, if any amendment be made, any 
member may oliicid to the passing of a Bill at the same meeting and such objec¬ 
tion shall iwcvtul unless the S|jcnkcr in his discretion allows Uie bill to be passed. 
Me objected to eerta n legal features of the Bill and particularly Ute provision re¬ 
garding search at night and the absence of the ri^t of apical. Mr. Fakhruddin 
AH Ahmed, Minister-iu-ehai^e, in lus reply said that those objections were made 
to delay the jmssage of the Bill, llicse legal objix>t!oiis could have been raised at 
earlier stages. As legards tlie question of appeal it related only to confiscation 
cases and the consistem y or otherwise of Uic legal aspects of Bill could be 
tested in the law courts. %c Speaker tmncnrretl with the Minister that these objec¬ 
tions could have been raised at the consideration stage and he, in his discretion, 
allowed the passage of the Bill. The House then pascu the BUI. 

Amdsement & Bettino Tax Bill 

In the afternoon the Assembly considered the Assam Amusement and 
Tax Bill, clause by clanse. Out of twelve amendments nine were mov^ by the 
European grou)). Four were acceptctl by the Goverumont and the rest were lost. 
The most im|)orlant amendment carried, stated that the tax shall not be charged on 
entertainineiits provided by Uic mantq?emcnt of tea estates for benefit of the 
estates labour force for which no charge for admission was made. ITie BUI was 
eventually passed. 

Uhe Assembly also pased the Assam Curomissioners Powers DistribuUon BUI 
1939 and the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (amendment^ BUI 1939, and referred 
to a Select Committee, the Goalpnra Tenancy (amendment) BUI 1039. 

The Svlhet Tenancy Amend. Bill 

8rd. APRIL :—The Sylbet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill was introduced to-day and the 
motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee was moved by Mr. Fakrttddin AH 
Ahmed. The motion was passed at 4 p.m. after a considerable discussion; Afaulav* Maq 
hul Hoaeain Choudhuri, Deu>an Eklimur Roja, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan, MatUavi 
Abdw Rahaman, Ufaulavi Ahhab Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Abdul Mazid bova 
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the Opposition spoke against the Bill on the ground that Bte Bill did not satisfy 
the modest expectation of the tenants. Babu Babindra Nath Aditya and Baba 
JCaruna Sindhu Roy from the Governmout side supported the motion. Mr. Aditya 
said that this Bill was far in adrance of the Bill submitted by some of the 
members who spoke against the motion. Discontented tenants, he said, are a danger 
to both Government and Zemindars. The sooner this Bill is passed the better it 
would be for the tenants and landlords. It is a move in the right direction. 

Mnaro befoke Mosque 

4th. APRlliA heated discussion took place to-day on a resolution 
moved by Mr. Amjad Alt, that, in the opinion of the House, the hours fixed for 
stoppage of music before mosques by the Government Communique dated January 9, 
1939, published in the Assam Gazette of January 11, 1939, wore not suitable, and 
intenered with the religions prayers of Muslims in the province. The Premier refiit^ 
the contendon that the recent communal riot was the result of that communique. 
When the motion was put to vote, it was defeated by 54 to 42 votes. Nine of the 
Opposition members were absent. 

Non-confidence in Ministey 

5tli. APRILA motion of “no-confidoiiee" in the Ministry was handed over to 
the Secretary of the Assembly, before the commencemant of the day’s sitting. The 
motion was however later withdrawn. After question time, which occupied only ten 
minutes, the Speaker called on Mr. Maqbul Hussain Ckaudhury, to ask for the 
leave of the House to move bis motion expressing want of confidence in the Cabinet. 
Mr. Maqbul Hussain informed the SiKiaker that he did not desire to move the motion. 

ACEICULTUEMi InCOMK-TAX BUiT, (CONTD.) 

6 th. APRILThe Assembly to-day passed by .57 votes to 28 the Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill. Amendments were moslly moved by the Kuropcan group. Some 
of these wore accepted and the rest were either tiurned down or were not moved. The 
Governor disallowed some of the amendments moved by the European Group. Mr. 
F. W. Hoekenhull, omxising the Bill, said tliat their obiccdon to the passing of the 
measure was inspired by the method of jiresentation of the Bill, He further said 
(hat the Bill could bo considered in a special session instead of being hurried through. 
Mr. Abdur Rahman and Mr. Zahanuadin Ahmed also spoke opi>osing the Bill, the 
former saying that the taxation would overburden the middle class. Mr. Zahanuddin 
■aid that it would infringe u(^ion the personal laws of the Muslims. Mr. Ashrafuddin 
Choudhury, opposing the measure, maintained that it could not bo passed on the same 
day on which amendments were made. The Speaker declared that toe matter was 
one within the discretion of the Chair. After a short reply by the Finance Minister, 
toe Bill was put to vote and carried by !57 votes to 28. 

The Assam Finance Bill was also passed with some changes proposed by the Govern¬ 
ment in view of toe amendments to the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. The 
Excise Amendment Bill 1939 was also passed. The Assembly was then prorogued. 


Proceedings of the Assam Council 

Budget Session—Shillong—9tb. March to 13th. March 1939 

COMMISSIONEBS POWEBS DiSTEIBUTION BILL 

The Bu^et sesston of the Assam Legislative Council commenced at Shillong on 
tM Stli. Iteeh 1988 with the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Heramha Prasad Barua in the 
chm. The budget for toe year 1939-40, was presented and the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
^ out toe introductory speech of Hon’ble Mr. Faltomddin All Ahmed, Slnance 
leister, who was at the time busy delivering his speech in the Assembly. After 
toe speech was ov«r, Hon’ble Fakruddin All Ahmed introduced the Assam Com- 
miwioners Powers Distribution Bill, 1939, and moved that toe Bill be taken into 
(toosi^ration which was done without any dissentient voice. The Bill provid^ for 
toe dutiibution of powers of Commissioners of Divisions in Assam, providing to 
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the disoharge of poarere devolving on CIommlBBioncrs in the event of the rranidning 
post of the CommisBioiier being also abolished. The house th^ adjouinod. 

General Discussion of Budoet 

10th. to 13th. MABCH There was a full debate on the Budget on these days. 
The dominant note in the various spe^es was the want of adequate provinon made 
in the Budget for tackling the serious unemiiloyment existing in the proThtce. 
Khan Sahib Maulavi Abdur Rahim Chaudhury pointed out that while there was 
too much talk about ameliorating the lot of ciutivatoTs almost nothing was b^g 
done to remove the distress of persona belonging to the middle classes. The new 
taxation proposals, he eaid, would hurt the middle classes in an indirect way 
and referred to the necessity of a medical school in Bylhet. Mr. Monmohan 
Chaudhury advised the Govern men t to give proper wages to subsidized doctors 
and asked the Government to request tea ganlen authorities to employ Assamese 
doctors only. He referred to the terrible miseries of unemployed youth to whom 
Government were indilferent and suggested that they should put themselves in 
touch with tl>e Calcutta University Employment finrcaii and maintain a register 
of unemployed youths in Assam, Mr, H. R. Cray (European group) welcomed 
the prohibition scheme of tlio Government but emphasized the necessity of 
preventive meiuuircs agtunst smuggling. He deplored the hasty drafting of the 
Agricultural Incomctax Bill and pointed out that double taxation involved in 
the Bill was not a sound one. Mr. H. Emblen (Planting) brouj^ht to the notice 
of the Government tlio vast possibilities of fruit culture in Assam by means of 
which agrieultnri8i.s might benefit coiiaderably. He added that retrenchment rather 
than taxation should be tlie policy of the Government and thought that the 
subsidy of Rs, 10,6(0 to steamer companies was unnecessary. Khan Sahib Bukun-> 
uddin Ahmed rofei?cd to the question of nnemployment and advised the Govern* 
ment to req^uest tea companies and oUier private firms to give employment 
local men. Mrs. Zuheida Ataur Rahman, Ilcputv President, said that womm’a 
education did not ra^eivc the attention it deserved. The Government spends on 
secondary education Rs 8,42,894 for boys, and only Rs, 89,37.3 for girls. The 
present curricuiiim of studies for girls was unsatisfactory and suggested that 
domestio science should be includctL Mrs. Ralnnan also suggested state lotteries 
on the linos of the Irish Sweepstake lotteries for the improvement of hospitals 
in Assam. TJic Protnier. Mr. Gopinatk BurdoM in his reply said that in propoaing 
tiuiatiou measures they had in mind the needs of the masses and thought' that 
taxation should fall on those who could )>Ry. As regards the Retrenchment 
Committee proposals, he said that these were being carefully examined by the 
(Sovornment. The Goveruraent had not, as regards edmiation, come to any decision 
on the question of the de|)rovincialization of Government liigU schools. In his opinion 
there was need for some model schools. As regards fruit culture he said that how¬ 
ever much the q«nutit.y of fruit might be, marketing facilities were scanty and the 
art of itrescrviiig fruit had yet to be taught to the people. He agreed that on indua- 
trial survey of the province shouM be made oixl ailvocated the spread of Hindus- 
tUani in the province. Itererring to the remarks made regarding the absence of soma 
of the Ministers from the Upper House ho observed that no discourtesy was meant 
aa some Ministers luul to attend the Lower House ns well. The House adjourned 
sine die on the 13tli. March. 


May Session—Shillong—5th. May to 13th. May 1939 

Leoisi-Ative Officers' SALAjtnjs Bills 

The May session of the Oouncil commenced at Shillong on the 5th. May 1980. 
The House passed the consideration stage of the Assam Ministers’ Balaries Bill. 

1938, tile Assam Speaker’s and Deputy Btveaker’s (SalaTics and Allowances) Bill, 

1939, and the Assam Ibrohibition Bill, 1939. Dise.ussuig the principlea of tiie Assam 
Ministers’ Salaries Bill and Speaker's and Deputy Speaker’s Bills, Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bhattacharjee pointed out certain differences in the Bills, as while Minis- 
ters would be getting a conveyance allowance of Rs. 100 per montii, the Bpei^ 
wonld have a conveyance allowance of Rs. 150 per mouth, though the latter does 
not travel as much as a Minister. The Premier pointed out that they were guid^ 
by Congress principles in this matter. 
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rBOUIBITIOS BlU< 

Mr. Akahay Kumar Daa, Minister for Excise, introducinR the Prohibition Bill, 
pointed out that while the existing Acts with regard to Excise only aimed at 
r^ulating traffic in intoxicating liquors or intoxicating drugs, the present Bill 
aimed at bringing about prohibilion of all transactions in liquor and intoxicating 
drugs, including consumption in the province. Mr. Munday, making his maiden 
speech, pointed out that they were unable to give their support to the m^snre 
in its present form as Govemraent bad included in the Bill prohibition of liquor. 
He made it clear that in no circumstances could thev admit tlie principle of total 
prohibitioo of alcohol. He said that riic Bill should be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting public opinion on it. As the House had already passed the con¬ 
sideration stage of the Bill, this could not bo taken up. 

The Uiouoi Stbikb Echo 

6th. MAY Tlie adjournment motion moved by Uaulvi Abdul Hat yesterday 
to discuss the labour situation at Higboi, was talked out to-day. Mr. Hat chara¬ 
cterized the Government action in this matter as vacillating. The Government, 
he observed, was leaning at times on the Company’s side and at times on the 
side of the labour unions. Ho read the correspondence on this subject^ published 
in the Statesman of May 3, and inquired as to what tlie Government did to stop 
^e "tyranny at Digboi”. The motion sought to discuss the "failure of the Ctovern- 
ment to deal with the situation arising out of the labour strike at Digboi which 
has totally crippled every im(>ortant industry in the province, is causing extreme 
hardship and discomfort and leading to danger of deterioration of public health 
by the withdrawal of all domestic servants. Including scavengers, and the unfor- 
;tunate firing incident with its ^lotentinlities for further breaches of the peace. 

Hie Premier, Mr. Oapinath Bardolol, in his statement narrated the history 
of the strike and pointed out that the Government’s attitude was one of strict 
neutrahty and the Government was trying throughout the strike to maintain 
peace and order. When the Premier went to Makum on April 14. he found no 
party was agreeable to come to a compromise. Mr. Bardolol asked the manager 
of the ComiMiny whether ho was willing to toko back the five dismissed 
persona immedialely. The reply was dtsapjKiintiag. When the I’remier met the 
Union representatives, whose attitude was also disappointing, tliey made three 
principal demands, first the reinstatement of the dismissed jtersooB, settond, not merely 
that rae scale of pay should be within the grade but there should be a revision of the grade 
itself, and third, bungalow servants should bo retx^nized as Government servants. The 
Premier disapproved of the Union’s actions in embarking on a strike, and added 
that Ae Oompany “certainly did give provocation.” When Mr. Bardolol returned 
to Bhillong and was considering the question of appointing a conciliation board, 
he heard lu the shooting iiichlcnt at Digboi. The Govcrnmciit bad posted the 
millitary and police there to maintain oraer. 

MOKKYLENVmS BlU, 

The House to-day passed the Moneylenders Bill as amended by the Select 
Committee of the Council. The Bill will now bo returned to the Lower House 
with a message asking concurrence of the Assembly to the amendments made 
by the Upper House. 

Notification Biscissiok Uhoeo 

The House carried a resolution moved by Mr. Satyendramohan Lahiri, 
urging the rescission of the notification of Octobor 9, 1911, relating to the ex¬ 
tension of ^tions 22, 23, 38(2) and 43 of the Chin Hills lie^lation V of 
1896 to the partially excluded areas of the Garo, Khasi and Jmntia bills (exclu¬ 
ding the municipality and cantonment of Bhillong) and the Mikir Hills tract. Mr. 
Lahiri, moving the resolution, said that according to those r^ulations, the Buper- 
intendmt of Police or the Deputy Ooromissioner of any areas specified in the 
schedule, m^ht order any person for reasons to be recorded in writing, to leave 
that area within a given time if he was satisfied that the presence of such a 
person not being a native of the area was injuriors to the peace and good 
administration of the area. Mr. Lahiri said that this regulation offended against 
the established principle of British jurisprudence that no man should be detain¬ 
ed or deported by oraer of the executive without a trial. Mr. H. Emblem (Europ¬ 
ean Group) opposed the resolution, pointing out that there were many undesirable 
persons for whom this regulation might be a necessity. Mr. Bardoloi pointed 
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out that a committee was shortly going to sit and that it would deal, with this 
and other connected matters. The Premier asked the mover to withdraw bis 
resolution. 

LmilSLATIVE OFFICEBS 8AI.AItIBS BU<L8 

Sth. HAY'llio Council to-day imssed the Assam Ministers’ Salaries Bill 
1938. The Bill was passed by the Assembly also and so the Assam Ministers’ 
Salaries Act 1937 was thus repealed. The Ministers henceforward will get a 
salary of Ks. 590 p. m. and a House allowance of Hs. 100 and a Car Allowance 
of Ks. 100 only. At the outset Maulavi Md, Asadaddin Chowdhury moved an 
amendment Iw which lie wanted to provide a consolidated amount of Ks. 700 as 
pay of the Hon’ble Ministers deleting the provision made in the Bill for Housb 
and Car allowiwces. Some of the Members raised a point of order that as there 
was no reference of any provision of allowance to Hon’ble Ministers in the 
Qovernment of India Act the question cannot be raised here. Hon’ble the Prime 
Minister said that there might not be any rcteienco to that point but 
he was sure that there was also no disqualifying section to that 
effo(;t. The Hon’blo President over-ruled the jHiint of order and the amend¬ 
ment of Maulavi Asaduddin Chowdhury was subsequently withdrawn. 
The Speaker’s and Deputy rij)uakcr’s (Balarv and Allowances) Bill 1930 was with¬ 
drawn by tlic llon'ble Premier when the President ))ointcd out that it cannot be 
introduce in tliis House under section 82 (C) of the Government of India Act. 

Aoeioultduai, Income-tax Bili 

9th. MAYTlie Council refused to pass by 11 to 9 votes the Assam A^oul- 
tural Income-Tax Bdl. This Bill will have now to go to a joint session or both 
the Houses if His Escdleucy the Governor allows it. There was a good deal of 
discussion in the House about this Bill. Mr H. Emblem^ 0 ])posing the introduc¬ 
tion of the Bill, said tliat the Kuroitean Group were prepared to summrt the principle 
of agricultural iu iome-iax, but the present Bill fell short of what was necessary 
for adequate nrotceilon of the tax-payors. The Bill, he said, was based on the Bihar 
Bill, but Uio Bihar Bill dealt almost oxvlusivcly witli the xamindars while in Assam 
90 per cent of taxation would be realised from the tea iudiistrv. The most impor¬ 
tant defect of the Bill, ho said, related to double taxation. He ])ointed out that 
the damage to tea industry would be damage to Bte province. Eai Baheb Ajmrba 
Kumar Ohose regi oiled tiuit instead of reducing expenditure like an ordinary 
prudent mim the Government Imd been bringing in legislation for increase in 
taxation. He iioiiite.! out tliat the Government hud not yet done anything to give 
edeut to the rccominciulatiou of a joint committee of both Houses on retreuchment 
and resources. Bubii Jatindra Chandra Maitra, Khan Bahib Eukunuddin Ahmed, 
Maulavi Abdul Hui also 8|)okc against the BUI while Mr. Suresh Chandra Das, 
Mr. Satyendra Mohan Lahiri and Mr. Surat Chandra Bhattacherjee supimrted the 
Bill. The Hoii’ble Premier, Bj. Oapinath Bardoloi u|>pcalcd to the House not to throw 
out the Bill as it was meant not merely to cover deficit but to do good to l^e 
nadon-building department. Mr Fukruddin Ali Ahmed, Finance Minister said 
Biat if any pcrfccAiiins were found in Uic Bill and they did not clmm perfection 
for it, tlieu this would bo made good in the light of experience. The Government 
would give a sym|iathelic consideration to any just and proper amendments that 
may be made by the House in this Bill. 

Official Bills Passed 

12th. MAYThe C<)uncil passed to-day the following Bills as passed by the 
Assembly during its lasi budget session:—(1) The Assam Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, (2) Assam Bales of Motor Bpirit ami Lubricants Taxation BUI, 1939, (3) 
The Assam Bales Tax Bill, 1939, (1) Assam Amusement and Betting Tax Bill, 1939, 
(5) Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1939, and (6) Assam Excise 
Bill, 1939. Tliore were amendments tabled to different clauses of these Dills but these 
were not moved except one of Maulavi Abdul Hai in the Assam Amusements and 
Betting Tax Bill, The amendment of Mr. Hai was lost without any division. 

Tue Pkohibition Bill 

The House also passed the Assam Prohibition Bill which was introduced by 
the Goverumeut in this session of the Council. There were eight amendments 
in the Bill moved by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhattachariee and six of them were 
accepted by the (jlovcrument. The rcmiuuing two were withdrawn by the mover. 
The amenament of Mr. Bhattacharjee to Clause 35 of the Bill relating to power 



258 THE PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY I laborb- 

to oftncel or suspend licences and permits caused considerable discussion in the 
House. Mr. Bhattaclinricc was unwilling to empower the Government to cancel or 
suspend any licence or premit without assigninir any reasons as provide in 
Sub-Clause (2) of Clause 35 of the Bill. Mr. Bhattacharice characterize sudi 

E r as arbitrary and he was afraid that the powers would be misuse. 11^ 
adur A. K. Gho^e and some mcmlrcrs supported Mr. Bhattaidiarjre’s amend¬ 
ment. The Finance Minister and Mr. Dliri Sing Demi opj^ose the amendment. 
The Hon’blc Mr. Akhay Das, Minister of Exci^ oiitwsing it said that such pro¬ 
vision was ua'cssary. The reasons for cancelling licence could not, he stiid, be 
assigned for public interest aiul he rcniieslcd the mover to witlulraw the amend¬ 
ment. Mr. Bmttachnrj<% insisted the iion'blc Minister to state instances he had 
in his mind in which cases of public interest might suffer by stating reasons in 
cancelling licence. The Minister referred eases of smugglers who are very intell¬ 
igent. lie also stated the <liiIieulUeH of Government to cope with them unless 
were was such a provison as under discussion. Mr. Bhattac^riee withdrew 
his amendment. 

The Dioboi Firiho Incident 

18th. MAY:—^The hqn. Mr. N. C. Bardoloi, in the course of a statement in 
the Council to-day. referring to the enquiry that has just been concluded into the 
Digboi firing, said: “The iKtint has lieen us to whether that inquiry has been 
jumcial or magisterial under the Police Manual. Three complaints were locked 
before the Magistrate at Digboi. The t^nint that has arisen is whether this m a 
judicial inquiry. If it he a judicial inquiry, then the Government would be in a 
position to say something on the indgmnnt but, if on the other hand, it is actually 
an inquiry under the Police ManuM, then the Government will be in a ])Osition to 
publish the whole thing before the )ntblic. The opinion of the Ijcgal Remembran¬ 
cer will have to be obtained on this im|>ortAnt |)oint and as soon as this is done, 
we will either publish the whole reiiort if it be Magisterial or extracts of the 
judgment in case the inquiry is held to be a judi< iai one. We do not know if 
publication of the result of that iiuiniry may not bo contempt of court under 
certain circnmataaccs. Therefore, ray atafement must be taken with that reser¬ 
vation.” Beplyiug' to a query hy Mr. Satyi<ndra Mvhon Lahiri whether tlic Govern¬ 
ment would consider the desirability of apiHiiuting a R)iecial tribunal if it was not 
a judicial inquiry, the I’rcmicr said that the matter was under consideration. The 
House was then prorogued. 
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138. SuRi Bam Buarma, Pandit 

139. Sinoha, Diwan Bahadur B. P. 
MO. Bita Bam, La la 

141. Mohan Lal, Bai Bahib Lala 

142. Bohan Singh Josh, Sardar 

143. SuDABSHAN, SeIU 

144. Sultan Mahmud ITotiana, Mian 

145. Bumee Singh, Chaudhri 

146. Buraj Mal, Chaudhri 

147. 'J'ALiB Hussain Khan, Kuan 

148. Tara Singh, Bardar 

149. Tbja Singh, Sardar 

1.50. UiTAM Singh Dugal, Sardar 
151. Wau Muhammad Bayyal 

UiRAj, Sardar 


Proceedings of the Punjab Assembly 


Special Session—Lahore—Sib. to 24th. January 1939 

Agricultural Produce Market Bill 


The special session of the Punjab Li^slntive Assembly which met at Lahore 
on the 9th. January 1989 to dispose ot the Punjab Agricultural Produce Market Bill was 
marked by uproarious scenes. Only one amendment by the Parliamentary Secretary 
was t^en up and discussion bad not concluded when the Premier moved that 
^ House should hereafter meet at 12-30 p. m. instead of at 2 p.m. as hiUierlo. 
OppoBiwn benches considered that the motion was inadmissible and then there 
was a hot exchange of remarks between the Treasury and Opixisition benches. 
Allegations Against the Police 


Benous allegatlonB against police officials of the Jullundur district, including 
the arresting of toree resjiectable persons at night, keeping them in the iudicitQ 
lock-up, drying toem facilities for using their own bedding and taking them in 
bandcuns street from the judicial lock-up to the court, were made by 

memb«w of the Opposition during the debate on tala Dunichand'a motion for 
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itdiournment. After the motion had been discussed for an hour and a half, it was 
withdrawn on an assurance by the Premier tliat ho had already insdliited an enq¬ 
uiry into the allepiations and that he would take proiiec action against the police 
oHicers concerned if the allegations were proved to Le true. The Opposition member, 
including Dr. Oopi Vhand Bhargava, Lala Duni Chand, Sardar Snmpuran Singh 
imd Man Ahdul Hafiz, who participated in tiro debate, characterised the present 
Oovernment as worse than the old bureaucratic Government and held that the police 
were ruling in the Punjab. 'J'he Premier, the hon. Sir Sikander IJyat Khan, reply¬ 
ing said that on his rotnm to Ltdiore, the alligations had been brought to Lis notice 
and he had at once ordered an enquiry. He had concluded Uiat tliere was some 
truth in the allegations and had asked for further detail on receipt of which he 
would take projrer action against the ollicers concerned. The House then 
adjourned. 

AORreULTPRAL PROPUOE MaUKOT Bn, I. (CONTP.) 

10th. JANOARY The House proceeded to-day to a discussion of the remaining 
clauses of the Marketing Rill. Resuming discussion on an otiiciul amendment, moved by 
Chaudhuri Tika Bam. to empower gazetted ollicers to cancel or suspend a licence 
for breach of its conditions, Mr Maqhuol Malnnood, Parliamentary Becretary, 
emphasised tliat “the objiot of the Government was to secure lair-play for smsdl 
growers as well as businessmen, 'J'be amendment was canied by 79 votes to 
38. Another otlicial amendment was moved by Chaudhuri lika Ram, aiming 
at a reduction of rhe maximum picriod of snsi^ension or the cancellation of a 
licence for a period of from one year to five months for the first breach and of 
nine months for the second. The amendment was can-ied. 

AiAilSOATIONS OF PaEREREKTlAL TREATMENT 

Allegations that the Punjab Government were according prcfciontial treatment 
to their members in order to sc-cure Uicir position were made by the Opposition 
Party in the course of tlio debate on the Hrljouiinent motion ot Lula Beehbandhu 
Gupta, who moving the motion, referred to a letter w’rittcn by tl>o Chief Engineer to 
a subordinate, ordering additional stqiply of water to the land belonging to Kawab 
Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana, Oliief rttiliainenlary Bccrciary of tlic l*uniab 
Government. He wantoil to know why ]>rcfcicntial trontment was accorded 
to Daulatana land at. the cost of tiiov=oor zamindurK. The lion. Bir Sunder Singh 
Majithia, Minister for Revenne, rciilj ing to the debate, said that the distributory 
belonged to the Daulatana family before the Govcrninent purchased it. When the 
distributory was owmxl by the Daulatana family, iJtcp used to get 67 p’cr cent of 
the siqiply of water and the remaining il3 j-er cent was given to tire otJicr zamin- 
dars. After the Government had purchased the distributory, the suppdy to the 
Daulatana land had been reduced by nta: cent and the supply to other zamindtos 
had been increased. Ooneluding, tiio Minister refuted the allegations made by a 
member of the Opposition Faity that the Chief Engineer htul given this puefoi'cntial 
treatment to Daulatana land in order to get an e.vtcnBiou of service. The motion 
was rejeeted by 68 votes to 20. 

A'Sricdltduai, Producr Market Bij-e (coktd.) 

12tli. JANUARY: -Tlie entire opiKisition party totalling over 35 staged a walk¬ 
out as a protest against the closure motion moved by a member of the Ministerial 
party when an adjournment motion was under discussion. Bhouts and counter 
shouts of ‘order’ ‘order’ ‘shame’ ‘shame’, etc, were raised from both sections of the 
house. The remaining amendments to clause six having been distioscd of, the House 
adopted witliouc much discussion clause seven and proceeded with clause 8 
which was the mosr, contentions clause, no less than 131 amendments haring 
bran given notice of. 

The House then took up an adjournment motion of Sardar Sohan Singh 
Josh to discuss the piosting of a police rcimrlor and some constables in the 
Central Eisan BcIcdoI organised by the Agraiiaii Reform Institute at Lahore 
between December 21 and 30. Tbs mover |>oiiitcd out tliat the institute was a 
private school and not a public meeting and lienee the entry of the police was a 
violation of fundamental rights of the jieople. The Premier, replying to tho debate, 
said that he had read reports that the object of tlic school was to mislead ^ricuUurists 
by expounding perverted economic theories and ho wanted to verify this statement. 
When closure was moved, IMwan Ohamanlal and other members of the opposition 
protested that they bad not spoken on the motion and left the hall in a body raising 
cries of ‘shame, shame’. Closure was applied ther«ifter and the bouse adjourned. 
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18th. JANUARYA good progress was made with the Markets Bill when four 
clauses were passed williout much diseuseion. The special feature of to-rlay’s dis¬ 
cussion on tlie Bill, which otherwise was quite dull, was a series of divisions. After 
the consideration of clause 8 had been postjtoned, the Ho. sc took up clause nine. 
As many as 23 amendments to this clause ured on the agenda pajier. Escept a 
minor amendment of SarUar Kartar Singh whicli sought to exempt brokers, weigh- 
men, measurers, surveyors and warehouse-men from the fee of license, the amend¬ 
ment was rejected by .57 votes to 37. Another attempt to exem])t them from ])ayment 
of license fee was made by tlie Oiipositioii when they opposal siibclausc two of clause 
nine. Tlie snbclansc when put to vote was carried by Cl votes to 34. Chowdhuri 
Krishna Oojial Dutt then moved an amendment which sought to exempt weighraan, 
measurer, surveyor or warehouseman from taking license. The Hon’hle Clioudhuri 
Sir Ohhotturam, Minister for 1 icvelopmcnt, opting thn amcndmciit said that if 
those persons were found guilty of any otTcncc they were liable to punishment. The 
provision of license for them was therefore necessary. The amendment when put to 
vote was lost by 56 votes to 32. Clause nine was then passerl. On the motion of 
the Minister for Dcveloi ment discussion on clause ten which related to 
the |;>eriod of term of ollice of the members of Marketing Committee was also post- 
ponM. The House then proceeded to disiniss clause eleven which related to the 
removal of a member of Marketing Committee. Chowdhury Kriuhna Oopal Dutt 
moved an amendment which sought to provide a right of appeal to the High Court 
against the order of the Government for die removal of a member. The Hon’ble 
Chowdhury Sir Chhotturam, opposing the amendment, said that the provision of 
removal of members even existed in the Municipal Acts. The amendment, when put 
to vote, was rejected by 67 votes to 27 votes. Clauses eleven, twelve and diirtecn 
were passed wiuiout discussion. Clauses fourteen to eighteen were passed with little 
discussion during the last hours’ of sitting and the House took up consideration of 
clause 19. Two more divisions were challenged by the Up]>osition during the debate. 
There was some discussion on the fees to be charged by the Market Committees. 
Opposition amendments sought to fix the fees to a nominal figure. Dewan Chumanlal 
supporting said that the Government which claimed to be a “Kisan Government” should 
not add to the burden on the grower by imposing these fees. The cost of the scheme 
should bo borne by tlie richer /.cmindars who could pay and not by the poor culti¬ 
vator, He had not concluded when the House adjourned till Monday. 

10th. JANUARYThe Assembly had to bo suspended twice to-day—once for 
half-an-hour and again for one hour—-by Sardar Dasaundhu Singh, the l)eputy 
Speaker, following prolonged uproar ovei' the Chief Minister’s statement on toe 
editorial comments of the “Daily Protap” over last Thursday’s breeze between 
Dewan Chamanlal and toe Deputy Speaker, which led to a walkout by toe mem¬ 
bers of toe Opposition. The Deputy Speaker, who presided, concurrM with toe 
Premier that toe comments had passed the limits of fair criticism and if the editor 
of toe paper did not a^xilogise within too course of toe day, toe representative of 
toe paper would bo excluded from the press gallery. 'Jhe Opposition protest^ 
^unst this ruling and Dewan Chamanlal suggested toe apiKjintroent of a 
Committee of Privileges to go into the matter before taking any action against the 
paper. On toe refusal of the Deputy Speaker to consider toe suggestion there 
were uproarious scenes in the House. He was asked under what Rules he 
had been reading out from a written statement prepared in private consultation 
with too Premier. The Deputy Speaker refused to allow any discussion on his 
ruling and toe House became uncontrollable, as a result of which toe House 
bad to he snsiicndcd for half an hour from 2-5 p.m. On resumption, toe Deputy 
Speaker said that before susixinsiou he bad ordered Pt. Munilal Kalia (Congress) 
to withdraw from the House for the day. The order was objected to by toe 
Opposition, who |)ointed out that he could not do so under the rules, as it 
wt» then a fresh sitting of toe House. The Deputy Speaker insisted and ordered 
toe Watch and Ward otiiccr to show Mr. Ealia the way out. This was the 
signal for further uproar and the Deputy Speaker named another Congress 
member, Mr. Chowdhury Kartar Singh, to withdraw from toe House. Ultimately, 
toe House was again suspended, this time for one hour. On reassembling, toe 
two members were found to have withdrawn under protest. 

After some diseuseion, Sardar Santokh Singh’s amendment to drop Clause 
20 of toe Marketing Bill was adopted without discussion and the House was 
considering amendments to Clause 21 when the clock struck 6-30 p,m. and an 
adjournment motion was taken up. 
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Pandit Shnram Shnrma, moving an adjournment motion to di8cus8_ the refneal 
of tlie local autliorities to take necessary stops to prevent interference in a peace¬ 
ful ))ublic meeting, held at Asaudha in the district of Bohtak on December 
29. from a band of organised hooligans, intent upon creating a breach of the 
public peace, said that civil libortiM were in ilanger jn the Ih-ovince. This state 
of tdfairs should not ha|ipcn under a Government which claimed to be demo¬ 
cratic. The Premier, the lioii Sir Sikaiular Hyat Khan, replying to the debate, reim 
a reiHivt he had obtained about the incident, which _ showw that 0.2 of the people 
of the villi^m were in favour of holding the mt>eting as agmnst the rest, who 
were opposed. They hiul, therefore, decided not to permit the mating to be held. 
The police were present by rctiuest to maintain onlcr ami maintained an attituw 
of neutrality. The motion was pre-ssotl to a division and was declared lost by o8 
votes to 29. Tiie House then adjourned. 

17lh. to 19th. JANUARY -.—Considerable progress was made with the Marketing 
Bill to-day. Clauses 21 to 24 were a«lopted and Clause 2.^ taken up. All 
the 13 amendmouts to Olanse 22, reUuing to the restriction of trade allow- 
aiiee. were rcjectcil and tivc Cl-auac adoptc<l by 73 votes to 28_. Hai 
Bahadur Mu/eandlal Puri moved an ainetidmcnt to Clause 23. seeking to 
raise the period of limitation to iuatitule suits against any Markctting Committee 
from six mouths to one year. It was rejected by 09 votes to 37_. Clause -24 was 
adopted witliout dlsi ussioii When the House took up Clause 25, relating to the 
supersession of Marketing Committees, to wliich 53 amendmeuts had been tabled, 
Dtwan Chamanlal moved an amendment, seeking to npimiut a boai-d, insisting 
of one represonhitivc of growers ami one of licensees nnd with an indei^ndeiit 
chairman, to consider the objections to and explanations from Marketing Commi¬ 
ttees before they were supcrsctlcd. He was supiKirtol by Rai Bahadur .ynkandlal 
Puri, Lola Sitaram and Lala Punitthand. Dewan Chamanlal contended that the 
Unionists had committed a fraud on tlie electorate as Uicy bail not told them at 
the time of tlie delations dint tliey would nndcrlako such legislation. The hon. 
Sir Ohhotu Bam, Minister for Development, replying, stressed Umt in their election 
manifesto, tlie Unionist Party bad given an undertaking tiint they would 
promote legislation to protect tlio growers and reform the markets. The 
amendment was rejected by 06 votes to 27. Next day, the lath. Janni^, 
the House took up consideration of amendments to Clause 25. The Clause, wliiun 
related to suiipression of a Market OommiUco, was iuloi>tcd by tlie Assembly witliout 
much discussion. An ofiieial ameiidmeni^ moveil by Mr. 0. H. Tikaram, providing 
a line of Rs. oil for coni raventioii of Sw-tion 9 and Rs. 100 for contravcntioii of 
Section 22. was npiioscil l>y Congress members and the ludcpciidciit Party. The 
aiueiiilmcnt was adopted by 70 vdtiM to 33. Diwan Chamanlal opposed the adoption 
of Clause 20 on the ground of its e.xtonsive character and tliat double penalty wiis 
providoil for ft siinplc olTuiioo. The Clause was adopted by 73 votes to 31. Consi¬ 
deration of Clause 2V iiaviiig bisen jiost|K>iic<l, the rcmainiim clauses of the Bill, 
including a new clause. «erc adopted ui ipiick sin-ccssioii without much discussion. 
Tlie House then took up OlaiiscB which along wifli clause 10 and 17 were now the 
only ones still rctnaiiicil tt) bo coiisidercfl. Moving a number of amendmeuts to Se¬ 
ction 13 of CUiHse 8, Congress members sought to reilucc the members of nomi¬ 
nated Government odiceis on tiie Market Coinmittces from 2 to _1. They urged 
that even tliis gave ''iic i-lovcriinicnt a majority of 11 in a committee of sixtcmi. 
The Premier iHiiutcd out that the section provided tliat “not more tlian two mcm- 
boi's may be appoiiitcil” and whenever two incnilHws were not necessary only one 
would be appointed, in tlie ease of bigger markets like Auiritsar, however it would 
be necessary to have iw Govcriimen' , iicers on the committee. Hence this provi¬ 
sion. Discussion had m. concluded when tlie House adjourned. 

An.f. SIOTioN os Ratio Ciuian-iosi 

aOfi. JANUARY •.—Lula LoMandhu Oupta's fresh motion of adjournment regar¬ 
ding tin: views ex)u-C88': l by tlie I’uiijab Government on the ratio question led to 
great excitement and uproar to-day. Stressing IJio importance of the acceptance 
of the motion, the mover said that he was surprised at the Finance Minister’s state¬ 
ment that the matter was not urgent ciiongii. lie iiclil that if the sixteen pence 
ratio agitation succeeded tlui Puniali would acrivo the maximum braefit, bdug an 
agriculturist country, and the Punjab Government should take a lead in this 
matter. Dewan Chamanlal submitted that what tlie House asked to discuss was 
not the exchange ratio question, but the Punjab (iovcmmeii’t reply given on the 
floor of the Uonsc, and there should be no confusion of the issue. At this stage 





“27 FEB. *39 ] FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1939-40 265 

in the whole of India and as Ihcro was no urgency about the matter, he sngges' 
ted that the public should have their say on a question of such great consti¬ 
tutional importance. Mr. Maqbul Mahmud, opposing the motion for circulation, 
appealed to the House to uphold the dignity of the Chair and to strengtlion the 
hands of the (iovornment by eiipix>rting the measure. Dr. Oopichand Bharaava, 
while assorting that he yielded to none in his desire for upholding the dignity of 
the Chwr, said that if he had reason to fed that the orders eonvey«l to him by 
the BeigKittt-at-Arms were unreasonable, he would feel justified in resisting even a 
f^geant-at-^ios. The Premier ]x>intcd out tha'; no-where else in India had 
situations arisen such as necessitated the office of a Sergeant-at-Arms and appealed 
to the House to demonstrate that they were capable of running a demiwTOtip 
institution and leave a legacy of honutur and integrity. 

The motion for circulation was lost by I.') votes to 42 and the Premier’s motion 
was adopted without a division. The House thercaftei- adjourned till the 27tb. February. 


Budget Session—Lahore—27th. February to 24th. April 1939 

Financial Statement Fok 1939- 40 

The Budget Session of the Assembly commenced on the 27th. February, when 
the Budget for 19;)9—40 was presented by Mr, Manohar Lai, Finance Minister. 
Duty on motor spirits and lubricanis, whutlt is expected to bring in an additional 
revenue of Rs 6^ lakhs was the main feature of tho taxation proitosals include in 
the budget. This, the Finance Minister said, was a measure to secure permanent 
addition to the rcvitnues of the Province, lie announced further that Government 
had in contemplation a number of other additional sources of revenue but they 
were still at (he stage of examinations. The romn principles in regard to them that 
would hare to be borne in view would be to secure as far as possible equity and 
equality in Uie burden of taxation. There was an increase in the l^ovincial 
excise as a result of enhancement in the issued prices of excise opium and 
the levy of a transport fee on cdiaras. The Minister rmerred to an income of Rs. 
1.42 lakhs during 1938-39 by careful short-)jerlod investments of all available money 
not required for the immediate needs of the province. The following are the salient 
budget %urc8 at a glance Total estimated revenue rei-eiiits for 1939-40—Rs. 11,67 
lakhs. Total estimated expenditure for 1939-40—Its. 11,96 lakhs. Deficit—Rs. 29 
lakhs. Tills deficit, explained the Minister, was entirely due to the famine which 
dominated tho finances of the year as ui the previous year. 'Jhe total effect of 
famine in 1939-40 is Rs. 55 lakhs—Rs, 38,85 lakJis in direct expenditure and Rs. 
16 lakhs in reduced revenue—as against a budgeted deficit of Rs. 29 lakhs ; but for 
the famine there would have been no deficit at all, and under normal conuitions a 
surplus of Rs. 26 lakhs may hare been expected. Even us it is, the extraordinary 
receipts during the year were estimated at Rs. 35 lakhs with no corresponding 
expenditure and therefore, the real effect of tho year’s working was not in any 
minus direetion. Taking the normal revenue receipts, and the extraordinary receipts 
technicallv so-called togelhcr, there would on the present estimates be actually a 
surplus of Rs. 6 lakhs. Tlie tax iiroiiosed to be levied in the next year on the retail 
sMes of motor spirit is at ihe rate of lie. 0-1-3 i*r gallon and Re. 0-2-6 per gallon 
on lubricants used for motor vehicles. During the current year, excise duty on 
spirit contents of toilet preparations and perfumery and on medicinal preparaaons, 
whidx might bo used for other titan medicinal purposes, was raised from lis. 5 to 
Bs. 17-8 per L, P. gallon. With effect from tlie Ist April, it has been decided to 
increase the rate of duty or fee on certain liquors and intoxicating drugs as follows:— 
Bpecird spiced spirit from Us. 6-14 to Rs. 7-8 and Rs. 8-2 respectively per L. P. 
gallon, issue price of excise opium Rs. 70 to Ks. 8U per seer, transport fee on 
‘chams’ at Rs. 20 jier seer and fee on denatured spirit from Re. 0-12-0 to Be. 1 
per imperial gallon. The explanatory memorandum to the budget points out bow, 
if the extraordinary receipts are taken into consideration, the deficit of Rs. 27 laUis 
in 1938-39 is reduced to Rs. 6 lakhs, and of Ks. 29 lakhs in 1930-40 is converted 
into a surplus oi Bs. 6 lakhs. It is further pointed out that tho extraordini^ 
receipts figure in the Revenue Account, but a prmciple has been established with 
(he concurrence of the l^islature, that they should be devoted to the avoidance of 
debt by using them to meet capital expenditure and loans and advances by Govern¬ 
ment, If th^ are used in any emergency to como to the rescue of an adverse revenue 
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ikcoount, this does not violate the principle of sound finance, for it is in effect a 
borrowing from one’s own capital to meet ordinary revenue expenses instead of 
borrowing from an outside source. 

Motob SriEiTS SAI.R3 Taxation Bili, 

The Punjab Motor Spirits and Lubricants (Taxation of Bales) Bill which was 
introduced by tte Finance Minister was referred to a select committee after an hour’s 
heated debate. The motion of Dewan Ohamanlal (Congress) for circulation of 
the Bill for eliciting public opinion by October 1 was rejected by 78 votes to 
37. The circulation motion wras sup^iorb^l among others by I)r. Gnpichand 
Bhargava, Bai Bahadur Mukandlal Puri, Lata Bhagat Bam and Sardar Kapur 
Singh. They contended that the |K)oror classes in the Punjab preferred to travel 
by motor buses and the ultimate burden of this taxation would bo shifted to 
thdr shoulders. The object of the circulation motion w.as that those who were 
directly concerned with the measure should be consulted. Syed Amjad Alt, 
opposing, said that on a fiscal measure like this, the Government should not be 
asked to ascertain public opinion. The Honsethen adjourned till March 13. 

Genbeai. Discussion of Budget 

18th. to 16fh. MARCH '.—General discussion of the Budget commenced on the 
13th. March. Next day, the llth March, Choudhury Mahomed Hussain made 
a strong plea for separation of the judiciary from the executive. Mr. Hnssmn 
complaint of corruption in Government Departments, iiarticularly the Police, and 
criticised die Government for being as burcsiueratic us prc-Bcform Governments. 
Begum Shah Nawaz, Parliamentary Secretary, sought to ansa'cr the various 
criticisms levelled against the (government by the previous Opposition speakers, 
pardcularly Choudhury Krishna Oopal Butt. With an income less Uian diose 
provinces with which die Punjab had been compared, she felt that the Ihinjab 
Qovomment deserved to bo congratulated for spending as much as Bs. 3,44,00, 
000 on beneficent departments. Bt^um Bhah Nawas was confident that the 
Punjab finances were safe in the hands of a noted economist like Mr. Manoharlal 
and his lucid and sound budget had elicited the commendation of a Congress 
member like Mr. Krlshau Gopal Dutt. Bhe did not agree with Mian Nurullah 
that the expenditure could be reduced from Bs. 12 to 10 crorcs, unless some 
department was scrapped, which was out of the question. The Government, 
she said, would give due consideration to the recommendations. Next day, the 16Ui. 
March, Sir K. Roberti stressed that tliongh provision bod been mode for the famine- 
stricken area, the bulk of the agriculturists got no relief, lie urged Bie 
(Government to press for a five-year jieriod of protection to wheat-growers. 
Mian Aodul Haye, Minister for Education, cited figures to show that primary 
school teadiers in the Punjab were better paid than elsewhere and also the 
pmcentage of trained teachers was larger in the Punjab than in other provinces, 
^e hon. Mr. Manoharlal, Finance Minister, winding up the discussion, replied 
to the criticisms levelled by the mcrahers. He maintained that immediately after 
taking up olfice, the Government took steps to reduce the scales of pay. IGiore 
was little scope for further retrenchment. He referred to the Hissar famine and 
said that the (Government had not oniy met the immediate needs but had provided 
a huge sum for natural calamities in we next year’s budget. The only tax the 
Punjm) Government had proixised was (he lotrol tax which had been levied in 
other provinces also. The Finance Minister was lustily cheered when he declared, 
“It is in view of this that our credit in the loan market stand high.” Among 
others who participated in the discussion were l.)r. Oopichand Bhargava, lieader 
of the Opposition party, Sir Chotturam, Minister for Development and Mrs. 
Bunichand. The House at this stage adjourned. 

Voting on Budget Demands 

17th. to SOth. MARCH Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced 
on the 17th. March and on the next day, the 18th. March, the policy of the Govern¬ 
ment in respect of the economic and social condition of the scheduled castes in the 
province formed the subject of a lively debate when a demand for grant in 
respect of “Ministers’ salanes” was moved. The mover of the “cut”, Lala Naranamdas, 
ana other members of the Opposition criticised the Government for having done 
nothing for the amelioration of Ifarijans as compared with the work done in the 
Congress provinces. Sardar Oopal Singh, Parliamentary Secretary, while expressing 
sympathy with their legitimate grievances, referred to the Government’s achievement in 
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abolishing ‘ bcgar*’ (forced labour) and in providing facilities to Harijans os regards 
Government employment. The cut motion uras rejected by 69 votes to 32. A 
spirited speech tvas made by Diwan Ohamanlal, Deimty Lradcr of tiic Congress 
Opposition Party, when he moved a token cut to censure the general policy of 
the Government. Diwan Ohamanlal strongly criticised the Government for 
taking no_ stc])s for the uydift of tlie Harijans and for tlie improvement of the econo¬ 
mic conditions of the provinca He had nut concluded when the House adjourned 
till Monday, the 20th. March, when he, continuing his sixech, returned to the 
attack on the (.lovernroriit over his cut motion uncmr the head “General Adminis¬ 
tration.” Ho referied specially to the failure of the Govei'iiment to r^ueo land 
revenue and water rates and for their continuing to draw “fat salaries.” The 
hon. Bir._ Ohhoturam, replying to the debate, dwelt at length on the achievements 
of the Ministry, particularly as regards the launching of various projects, the 
passing of agrarian legislation and the promotion of industrial devriopment. 
The hon. Sir. Sikandar Hyat Khan, Premier, winding up tlie debate, answered 
the charges made by Uiwaii Clmnuudal and appealed for cooperation from all 
sections of the House in view of the dillicidt times ahead. The cut motion was 
lost by 36 votes to 101 and tlic demand for Us. !)3,(X1,<I00 in respect of “Gene¬ 
ral Administration” was grantol. Next day, the 21et Mareh, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Manoharlal moved the demand tor grant of Us. 28,88,300 under the heak “Jails 
and Convict Bcttlumonis.” Mr. Santram Seth moveil a cut to raise the question 
of general policy of Government underlying the jail administration. The mover 
tuid other Congress speakers alle^rcd that corrnplion and ill-treatment prevailed in 
jails and ur^cd that tlu; quality of food and clutliing supplied to prisoners should 
DC improved. Spcstkoi's from the Treasury JlciU'^hcs, refuting these charges, drew 
attention to the brighter features of llie jail admiiiistmtion. Discussion hod not 
concluded when the House adjourned till tlie next day, the 22nd. Mareb, when 
cut was put to vote, was rejected by !X) votes to 35 and the whole demand was pass^. 
The UinUter, refuting tlie several cbarjtcs made by tlio speakers, iiointwl out that he 
hail paid several surjirisc visits to jails and found the food supjdied was 
quite gooil. It eouhl lie further testified by the fact that 77 )>cr cent of the 
prisoners, when reloasal, were in good health. The Government were also liberal 
in the matter of infirm and sick prisoners. Among otlicr araciiitics provitlcd wore 
the supjdy of ncws-paj<er8 (English, Jlinili, Urdu and Punjabi), installation of 
radio sets in jails inul provision of facilities for physiiial axcreisc in jails. During 
tho fifteen or si.xux-n montlis of its regime, the rmijnb Government had relca^ 
a considerable iiuiuber of jKilitical jirisoners and IlalmT Akuli jn-isoners. As re¬ 
gards 1. M. B. otfi -ers in Uie Jail Iloparlmont, the Minister expressed his inability 
to make any abruiit change in this resiicct as they were still under tho Secre¬ 
tary of State. He, however, assured tlic Hchisc that uJtimatcly there would be 
no I. M. B. oftieers in tlic Jail Dcpartuicut. Next day, the 22rd. Mareh, 
the hon.^ Mr. Manoharlal, Minister for Finance, moved that a sum not exceeding 
lie. 48,It),.500 bo granted to the Governor to defray tlic charges that will come up 
for payment during tiie year ending Mareh 31, 1940, in resiicet of the M^ctd 
Dejiartmcnt. A cui. motion moved by Lalo Dunivhand was witlidrawn as the discus¬ 
sion assumed a eomniiuial turn. Bup|)orUng another ‘cut’ moved by Chaudhri 
Muhammad Hasan, Mr. Deshbandhu Gupta, Chaudhri Krishna Oppal Duit and 
other Opposition speakers c.si)rc8scd themselves disappointed with the achievements of 
tile Government during their two years’ regima They siiggestcd the introduction of 
indigenous systems of medicine such as Unani, Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic in rural 
areas, so as to alRird greater relief to the sick and the Buffering. 'J'hey urged that 
firm action slioidd bo taken to cnstire that false luciUcal certificates were not issu^ 
by medical ollicers. Chaudhri Krishna Copal L>utt held that the Medical Depart¬ 
ment in the Punjab was starving as tho money earmarked for it was not being pro¬ 
perly utilised. Beg-.tm Bhah A'awu, in a spiriled reply which was lustily cheered, 
refuted the suggestion tliat the funds of tlie Dc|'artment were not being spent pro¬ 
perly. She dwelt nt length on the various reforms in tlio Department introdaced 
by the Ministry and referred in particular to three features in which the 
Punjab led the rest of India, namely tlie scheme of education which was an 
improvement on the Wardha sdiemc, Uie large poceutage of trained dais 
and nurses emjiloyed and tlic system of rural uplift in operation. 

Next day, the 24tb. March, tumultuous scenes marked tho concluding part of 
the debate on the Congress cut which was designed to criticise the polmy under¬ 
lying the expenditure on tho Medical Dciiartmcut, while the Mmister for Educa¬ 
tion, who was also in charge of the Fublie Health, was replying to the debate 
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on the cut motion. Dr. Gopiehand Bkargava, Leader of the Opposition, interrup¬ 
ting him asked a question. The Minister, who was concluding his speech, shoutra 
at the top of his voice saying that ho was not going to be interrupted. Objection 
was taken by the Opposition members to the tone in which the Minister addressed 
the Leader of the Opposition party. This was followed by shouts of “Shut up. 
Shut up.” (Confusion provailea for a little while and the Speaker had to cedi 
memben to order several times. The Education Minister rose amidst unroarious 
scenes and expressed his regret. This was followed by a demand from tiie 
Ministerial bencmes that the members of the Opposition benches should withdraw 
the words “Shut up” used against tiie Minister. The cut motion, when put to 
vote, was rejected by 71 votes to 36 and the whole demand for Es. 4816,S00 
under the head “Medical” was passed and the House adjourned till Monday, the 
the 27th. March when a note of warning that the Government would be face to 
face with a crisis if drastic steps were not taken to improve tite lot of zamindars 
of the province was uttered by Sardar Hari Singh moving a token “cut” in the 
demand under “Agriculture”. Sardar Sahib Sardar Ujjal Singh, opposing the 
‘ eut”, dealt at length with the great strides taken by the Ministry so far to improve 
the agricultural conditions in the province. They were spending Rs. ^ lakhs 
more than during the last two ycai-s on agriculture. Sn)>plius of improved seed 
to the cultivator had resulted not only in increase in yield, but in fetching better 
prices. For instance, cultivators had obtained Ks. 1.06,00,000 extra under wheat 
Es. l,6!i,00,000 under cotton and an equal amount under sugar. He expressed the 
inabiiity of the Government to push the prices up, while the question of ratio 
was the concern of the Central Government. Sardar Sahib Sardar Santokh 
Singh, leader of the Independent Party, supported the “cut” and had not 
concluded his speech when the House adjourned till the 28th. March, when a 
demand for a 23 per cent reduction in water rates, which was made by 
the Opposition Party through a cut motion on the Government demand 
under the head “Land Revenue”, was rejected by 79 votes to 33. 'Ihe 
division list showed that four members of the Ministerial Party vot^ 
with the exposition, while over a dozen members of the Ministerial Party remained 
neutral, man Nurullah, one of tlie seceders from the Unionist Party, moving 
three cuts together reminded the Ministerial Party of tiicir pledges given to voters 
at the time of election and urged them to redeem tliem by making a reduction 
in land revenue and water rates. He dwelt at length on the sliding scale system 
of land revenue which, he said, instead of giving any relief to poor peasants, had 
raised the burden of taxation. Making a vigorous defence oi the Government’s 
policy regarding land revenue, the Ihemier, Sir Bikandor Hyat Khan, explained 
at length the working of the new system and held that it had been introduced 
in the interests of tiic zaminders. 'Ine Government wanted to raise the standards 
of the zamiudars by raising their incomes. The Ihcmier concluded with a fervent 
appeal to the members of the Opijosition to rise above tlic paity spirit and join 
hands with the Government in the interests of tiie i)oor peasants of the 
province. Next day, the 30th. March, the guillotine was applied after which the 
rest of the demands, numbering 31, were passed. 'JIio Opixisition cinimi>d 
division on the demands in rcsjiect of Police and Excise but both demands 
were passed by 91 votes to 34 and 89 to 42 respectively. Earlier, the cut motion 
of Mtan Nurullah which sought to reduce land revenue by 10 per cent was rejected 
by 74 votes to 43. The House then proceeded to discuss the cut motion of Sardar 
Muhammad Hussain, another seceder from the Ministerial Party, which protested 
against the high rate of assessment of land revenue in Lahore oistrict and urged 
its reduction. After throe hours’ debate, in which Sir Ookulchand Narang and 
Sardar Sampuran Singh, members of the Opposition, participated, the cut motion 
was lost by 86 votes to 46. The hon. Choudhury Chotturam, Minister for Develop¬ 
ment, reifying to the debate, contended that the Government, by passing the agrarimi 
l^slation, had relieved the poor {leasants from the clutciies of money-lenders 
The Minister refuted the charge levrlUti by the Opposition that the I’remior had 
refused to meet the deputation of the Kisans of I.iahore district who had come to 
Lahore to complain against the high rate of assessment of land revenue, and said 
that the Premier was prepared to meet those who had some grievances and not others. 

Assault oh a Member 

28fh. MABCH An ailt^ation that Mian Iftikarud-Din, Secretary of the 
Assembly ConCTCSs Party, was assaulted by a police oflicer when he objected to the 
arrest by the omcer of some persons in connection with Kisan Satyagraha was 
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towards the end of the sitting to-day. The Leader of the Opposition. Dr. Oopichand 
Bkargava, rising on a point of order, asked the l^remiar whether he had instructed 
the police to beat a member of the House who had visited the scene of die 
Kisan Satyagralia. The Premier repudiated the alltgation in reply to whi<^ 
Mian, Jftiker-ud-Din, rising on a point of prinTege, said that if this 
was the sort of truth uttered by the i^remicr, then he bad not much respect 
for him. Continuing, Mian Iftiker-ud-Din exi>lained that to-day bo went to the 
scene of the Kisan Bat\agraha. He noticed a police ofHcer picking some persons 
from the crowtl and putting tliem under arrest. When he (the speaker )obiected, 
the officer insulted him by telling biro to “shut_uj>”. The officer, he further alleged, 
gave him two or thieo Mows. The Speaker, giving his ruling, held that the matter 
concerned a private and personal affiiir of a member and there was no breach of 
the privilege of tiie House. He added that if any authority was produced under 
which he could entertain the privilege motion then he would be prepared to take 
it up. 

Motor Sitrits Sales Taxation Bill (contd.) 

81st. MARCH The House took up to-day U>c Motor Spirits Bill and after rejec¬ 
tion of a dUalory mo ion to elicit public opinion on it, discussed it clause by clause and 
adopted it on substantially the same form as it emerged from the Select Committee. 
An important amoi dmeiit, which the Opimsilion pressed to a division, sought to 
reduce the prO|'Osed tax on motor 8)>irit from one anna throe pics to one anna, but 
the amendment was rejected by 83 votes to 34. 'Ihe House then adjourned till Monday. 

iNsoi.vENCY & Entertainments Duty Bill 

3rd. APRIL The House passetl two official Bills to-day, namely the Provincial 
Insolvency (Punjab Amendment) Bill and tlie Punjab Entertainments Duty (Amend¬ 
ment) BUI without much discussion. The first was designed to remove certain defects in 
the old Act, while the second secured unifo.roity and obviated the necessity for 
frequently amending the Act, whenever alterations in rates have to be made. A 
motion for circulation in rcsiiect of the second Bill was lost without a division. 

The hou. Afo.ior Khizar Hyat Khan. Minister for P. W. D. next introduced the 
Village Panchayats Bill, which sought to extend the j owers and duties of pmichayats 
in tlte province. He moved that die Bill be refeiTca to a Select Committee, Sardar 
Hart Singh (Congress) moved for circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion. 
Opposing the circulation motion, Major Khiear Hyat Khan said that the Bill sought 
to revive the old village panchayat system whicli was in force before the Briu^ 
Baj. The motion was discussed fur altout two hours and eventually was reject^ by 
the House by 1>2 votes to 37. The original motion of the Minister for referring the 
Bill to a Select Committee was carried. 

SfatGRANT-AT-AKMS BiLl. (CONTD.) 

The I’remier, Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, next moved that the Assembly (Offices) 
Bill, as reiJorted by the Select Committee, bo taken into consideration. The Bill 
sought to provide for the ap])oinlineiit of a sergeant-at-arms to attend on the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly, for the appointment of dcmities and subordinates and for 
otlicT matters. A constitatiunal point, raised by Pandit Munilal Kolia (Congress), 
that under the (Jovernment of India Act, the House had no ])Ower to pass such 
legislation, was ruhd. out by the Siieaker. Sardar Hari Singh moved for circula¬ 
tion of the Bill and observed that no legislature in the world had passed such a 
bill. ITic British I’lu-liamcut, which was considered to be tlic Motlicr of Parliaments, 
did not pass siicli legislation in spite of the fiu't that the members some 
time exMiangcd blows on the floor of the House. Saidar Hari Bingh had not 
concluded, when the House adjourned till the next day, the 4th. April, when 
the circulation motion was rejected. The siipportcrs of the circulation 
motion, who included Dr. Oopichand Bhargava, leader of the Opposition, 
l)r. Sir Qokulchand Narang and Dr. Mohammad Alatn, made trenchant 
criticism of the bill which they ilcscribed was a coercive measure intended 
to throttle the riglits of the minority. Sir Maqbool Mahmood, Parliamentary 
Becretary, opimsing the motion said that the objci^t of the bill was to derive powera 
from the Government of India Act for the Speaker in order to enforce the rules 
of toe House. As the Speaker was above party, nuliody should oppose arming Um 
him with powers which could be derived from the Government of India Act. 
The motion, whicA was also opposed by Malik Barkatali and Shaikh Karamat Ali 
was rejected without division. Chowdhury Krithna Oopal Dutta then moved that 
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the bill be committed to the same Select Committee with instructions that the 
Select Committee should rc-examinc the matter after holding consultations with the 
Speaker and the Deputy Hpciikcr of the Punjab Assembly as well as the S])eakcrs 
and Deputy Speakers of the legislatures in other proviuces of India and report 
Imfore August 1, 1939. The mover was still speaking when the House adjourned 
till the next day, the Sth. April, when the motion was negatived and the House 
proceeded to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

Official BiLi.a Introduced 

Sth. APRIL Six non-otlieial Bills, including the Punjab Belief of Indebtedness 
(Amendment) Bill the Punjab Court (Amendment) Bill, the Punjab Debtors Protec¬ 
tion) (8e(«na Amendment) Bill, the Punjab Homeopathic Faculty Bill, the Punjab 
Motor Spirits (liegulatioii of I’rices) Bill and the Punjab Customary Law (Amend¬ 
ment) Bill were introduced to-day. 

The Punjab Homeopathic Faculty Bill, which was sponsored by Chowihri 
Krishna Oopal Dutt, aimed at regulating and standardizing instruction in homeo¬ 
pathy and controlling its practice in the Punjab. 

The Ihinjab Motor Spirts (Ucgulation of Prices) Bill aimed at avoiding 
competition. 

On an assurance given by the Premier, Sir Sikandar llayat Khan, that the 
Government would not object to a similar Bill which had been introduced earlier 
being referred to a Select Committee, Mrs. Dunichand withdrew her Punjab Hindu 
Marriage Reform Bill, which sought to prohibit, except in certain cases, the Hindus, 
Sikhs and Jaius marrying a second wile in the life-time of the first wife. The 
House then adjournal till the 11th. 

SEBaEAN'r-AT-AUM8 BlIJ. (CONTD.) 

11th. APRIL -.—The Assembly made very little progress with the Sergeant-at-Arms 
Bill to-day. After several OpjKMition amendments had lieon lost, the House odoptod 
an important Government amendment, which sought to substitute the wowls, “the 
Governor or such person ns he may direct may apiwint the Sergcant-at-Arms” 
for the words, “tlio Ihiiijab Oovernment shall apimint the Sergeant-at-Arms.” In 
the course of the discussion of an Opposition amendment that the Sergcant-at- 
Arms be appointed on the requisition of the Siicnkcr, the Premier said that tliero 
was an improvement in the tone of the discussion in the House and ho hoped that if 
this state of affairs continued, it might not be necessary to appoint a Sergcant-at- 
Arms. The Government wished to have this measure passed to serve in the cose of 
emergency. He maintained tliat it would bo inadvisable to vest the power of 
appointing a Sergcant-at-Arms in the Speaker. Next day, the 12th. April, 
the amendment of Munshi IJari Lai (Congress), which was roovecl yesterday and which 
sought to invest the power of suspension, reduction and punishment of the Sorgoat- 
at Arms in the SjMjaker, when ]mt to vote, was lost by 72 votes to 42. A heated de¬ 
bate then ensued on the motion of Dewan Chaman Lai, Deputy L^cr of the 
Opposition, opposing Clause 3 relating to the appointment of a Sergcant-at-Arms. 
Diwan Chamanlal felt that they were insulting the B[)enker by not investing him 
with powers of appointing the Sergcant-at-Arms. A ihvision was claimed on the 
motion, which was rejected by 91 voles to .36 and the clause, as amended, was 
passed. The House divided on an amendment of Dr. Qopichand Bhargava which 
sought to provide that a member, who deliberately and persistently bdiav^ in 
a grossly disorderly manner and refused to withdraw, when called upon by the 
Sp^ker, may be excluded through the Sergeant-at-Arms, if the House screed by a 
majority. The ameudment was lost by 9l votes to 33. Clause 4 of the Bill, wliich 
related to the power of the Speaker to order the removal or exclusion of iiersons, 
was under consideration when the House adjourned till the I4th. April when the 
House adopted it. An Ojiposition amendment to Clause 5 of the Bill, seeking 
the deletion of the portion enmowering the Sergeant-at-Arms or his deputies to 
enlist aid from servants of the Crown, if they considered that necessary, to execute 
orders given by the Speaker was defeated by 86 votes to 34. Diwan Chamanlal, 
supporting the amendment, said that he could not remember any instance when the 
TOlice had; been requisitioned in the House of Commons to remove a member. 
Opposing the amendment, the Premier said that the provision had been made to 
meet an emergency which, he hoped, would never arise. They did not want to 
keep permanent police for the purple, because it would bo an unnecessary burden 
on the exchequer. Therefore, a provision had been made to requisition outside help 
in case of emergency. Clause 5, 6, 1, 8 and 9 were passed in quick succession. Au 
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Oppotition amcndmcntB were rejected. After the coneidcratioa of the Bill claoBe by 
claiiBo was over, the Premier moved the third reailing and discussion hod not con¬ 
cluded, when the House adjourned till Monday, the E7th. April, when the closure motion 
was pressed to a division tmd carried by 92 votes to nil. The Bill was thereupon passed. 

No-confidence os 1)Y. Sfeakkr & Ministers 

19th. APRIL A 'no-confidence’ motion ai^aiimt the Deputy Speaker, which was 
tabled by Sardar Pratap Singh, (Congress), under Section f)j of the Oovernment of 
India Act and signed by fil members of the <!)p|)osition Party was adjourn^ to¬ 
day by the Siicnker amidst loud opposition applause. Next day, the 20th. April, in a 
a statement c-xplaining the ]iosition regardmg the allolnicnt of time for the discus¬ 
sion of the no-conUdeiicc motion against the ilcimly S|)cnkcr, the Premier said that 
he could have been delighted to aceomiumbitc the Opi>osition, but his hands were 
tied by the Government of India Act which laid down that a no-confidence motion 
could not be discuss'yd before tlic lapse of fourteen iLiys. As the session would not 
continue till then, it was uot possible to hike up the motion in tlio present session. 
Dr. Qopichand Bhergavn, Leader of tho Opposition, Bind that if the Opposition 
wanted to move a no-confldenoe motion they would di> so and did not want any re¬ 
commendation or suggestion from ttie Premier. He added that it was for tho 
Bi>cakcr and not for the Premier to fix n time for n no-eoufidonce motion against 
tlic Ministry. They liad lieen eompcllcd to table u no-eonfldcnco motion against ^e 
Deputy Bpeaker because they had |!;rievaii<a!s against liim. If those grievances were 
removed, tile Opiiosition would withdraw the motion. The Speaker, ,Sir Sahab-Ud- 
Din, luiinted out tliat, according to the rides, if the Assembly were prorogued, 
the motion of no-confidi'iiee against the Deputy B)>cakcr would automatically lapse. 

*22nd. APRIL ‘.—Five motions of iio-confidciice against the Premier, Sir Sikandar 
Hyat Khan, Chaudhri Sir Chhoturam, Mr. Manohar Lai, Major Khizar Hyat 
Khan Tiwana and Sir Sundar Singh Majithia wore admitted to-day. The motion 
of no-coufidenco against the Premier was tabled liy Mian Nurullah who had Bccoded 
from the Unionist Party. Chaudhri Kartar Singh tabled the motion againgt Mr. 
Manohar Lai, Finance Miiiislcr. Sardar Sampuran Singh against Bir Sundar 
Singh Majithia, Sti'dar Kapur Singh against Major Khizar Hyat Khan and Diwan 
Chainanlal against Chaudhri Sir Chhoturam. 

The Speaker at tlic outset called uiion Sheikh Karamat Ali (Unionist) to move his 
motion expressing confidence in (he Ministry, which stood first in to-day’s agenda. The 
Gppositioii members urfied tliat tlio motion of noi-onfidenco against the i^ucation 
Minister, wliicli was admitted yesterday, be taken up first. Munshi Harilal (Con¬ 
gress) argued tliat under the Government of India Act, a motion of confidence could 
not be moved. This view was supported by Mr. K, L, Oauba and Dr. Qopichand 
Bhargava, Leader of the Opposition, The Speaker ruled that since tlie confidence 
motion had Ijwii received in Ids ollh-e eailicr, he must give priority to it. When &e 
turmoil subsided, tlieSjieaker called uiwii Mr. Karamat AH (Unionist) to move 
his motion of confidence, Mr. Karamat Ali rose to do so when Diwan Chamanlal, 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition I’arty. announccil tliat as a gesture of protest 
his jiarty will not take part in the discussion on tho motion of confidence, here¬ 
upon, all Opjwsition members walked out. except Cbaudhry Mohd. Hussain, whose 
no-confidence motion against the Itklucation Minister appeared next on the agenda. 
Mr. Karamat All’s mooion was then carried by 107 votes to nil. Immediately ^ter 
tho announcement of tlio result, the Opi>osition Parly walked into the House and 
Chaudhry Mohd. Hussain moved his no-coufidcncc motion against the Education 
Minister. The deliate on the motion lasted three hours. Two members, including the 
mover, siwke in favour of tho motion and one member of Uie Ministerial Party 
opposed it. Initiating the debate, Chaudhri Mohd, Hussain strongly criticised the 
policy of the Jilinistcr in regard to education and medical aid. Duiing the course 
of the two years, he said, no improvement liad been made citW in sprea^ng edu¬ 
cation or in tlio giving of medical aid to the rural population. He charged the 
Minister with not redeeming the pledges he had given to his eleetorato. Bhai Fateh- 
Jang Sitigh (Unionist), optiosing the motion, detailed at length the prepress made in 
education and medical aid since the advent of the iiresent Ministry. He maintained 
that in spite of natural calamities, such as famine and hailstorm, the Government 
had provided huge sums of money for odiicntion and medical aid. Next day, 
the 24th. April, Mr. J, D. Ambar (Christian), who recently seceded from the 
Ministerial Party, supporting the iio-confidcocc motion, said that the present Govern¬ 
ment bad Uie same policy as its predecessor. The i^i-ms had m^e no Hiffe ronee 
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in Punjab, Ho criticised the Qovorament’s policy in passing the agrarian Bills, 
urhich, he said, had not given relief to the poor peasants but had caused a split 
among the different classes. Chawlhuri K. (?. Dutt, who tabled the motion of no- 
confidenee againt the Finance Minister, smd that Mr. Manoharlal had failed to adopt 
any sound economic policy. It was stated that he was oppo^ to ^e agrarian 
Bills. If he were, why did he not resign when the Bills were passed ? Far from 
resigning, he was subscribing-to Muslim League policy by remaining in a Ministry 
which was virtually a Muslim League Ministry. Mian Nurulla, who had tabled 
the no-confidence motion against the Premier, Kir Sikandar Hyat Khan, smd 
that since he had left the Ministerial Party, he was being attacks ruthlessly by 
the members of that Party. There was a talk of even murdering him. Ministcritu 
benches: Oh, oh.) Mian Nurullah said that ho differed from Oie Ministerial Party 
not on personal CTOunds but on public grounds The Unionist Party had not 
redeemed its pledges to tlio electorate. The backward classes and the poor 
aamiudars were not fairly treated. A very reasonable and moderate demand for 
reduction in the land revenue made by him was not accepted by the Govern¬ 
ment. Winding up the debate. Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan expressed 
pleasure that the no-confidence motions had been movra because firstly they 
would stir the Ministerial Party up to do their duty by the electorate and 
secondly, the result would give a little respite to the Opposilion who 
had been forocasting landslides in the Ministcriid Party. It, however, grieved 
him to hear that his Government had done nothing for the political prisoners. 
“Barring a handful of people,” he declared, “we have releaseii all, in spite of the 
fact that Urn assurance given to us by the Ijcader of the OpiH>silion and other 
friends have not been kept. If those still in custody give tlic necessary assurances, 
their case will bo considered symiwithetically.” As regards tlic securitaes demanded 
from the press, the Ihemier said that he tould not tolerate two things, namely, 
rousing of communal bitterness and preaching of violence. Even the Congress- 
governed provinces were using the weapons against the press. They were being 
forced to do so. Ho was sorry to hear that the Opposition was still accusing 
the Government of doing little for the amelioration of the peasantry. When the 
Government brought forrvard the agrarian Bills, the Opi) 08 ition 0 [»pOBed them 
tooth and nail despite tire mandate of the Congress to the contrary. 

At this stage the Ifouse divided and the no-confidence motion against Mian Ahdul 
Haye, Education Minister, was defeated by 112 votes to 55. Tbo no-confidence 
motion against Choudhri Sir Chhoiuram, Minister for Development, tabl^ by 
Ditcan Chumanlal, was rejected by 112 votes to M. Mian Muhammad 
Nurullah's motion agaiust the Premier was also negativerl by 112 votes to 53. 
The motions against the Bevenue MinistbT, the Finance Klinisler and the Public 
Works Minister wore not put. The House then adjourned sine die. 
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Proceedings of the C. P. Assembly 

Budget Session—Nagpur—ISth. March to 20th. April 1939 

Financial Statement foe 1939-40 

The Budget eesBion of the G. P Tjegieletive Assembly commenced at Nagpur on 
the 15th. Mareh 1939. The Hon’blo Mr. D. K. Mehta, the Finance Member introduced the 
Budget for 1939-40 which revealed a small 8ur)>lus of Rs. 1.26 lakhs. Receipts are expected 
to total Bs. 4!14.74 lakhs and ex|ienditure Rs. 433.48 lakhs. The revised Budget Estimates 
for 1938-39 indicate a revenue deficit of Bs. 31.18 lakhs instead of a budgetted surplus 
of Rs._ 6S,000, attributed mainly to fall under “land revenue.” To meet this deficit, 
the Minister said tiiat the Government propMod to iin;iose certain new tax<% an en¬ 
hancement of rates of stamp duties on nonjiidicial stamps as prevailing in most 
provinces, levy of license fees and an ad valorem tax on the sale of tobacco, enhan¬ 
cement of the rate of the sales tax on the motor spirit and lubricants, and enhan¬ 
cement of the rate of fees on private motor vehicles. Stamp duties will yield an 
additional Bs. 4,50,000. The tobacco tax will proiluce Bs. 3,00,000 and the enhanc^ 
tax on lubricant oil is esUmated to bring in an income of about Bs. 1..1000. 
Referring to expenditure in Berar, Mr. Mehta said that there was no aspect of the Bud¬ 
get which the members of the House from Bcnir did not scrutinise with a more watchful 
eye than the proportion of divisible expenditure alluttcil to Berar. For the first time 
for many years, they would meet with a pleasant surprise at finding (hat their 
demand has neared fulfilment. While the proiwrtion of divisible revenue contri¬ 
buted by Berar has fallen from 36.7 to 3).5, the percentage of divisible expenditure 
allotted to Berar has risen from 30.8 to 33.7 of real new expenditure, as much ns 
41 per cent having been allotted to it. 

Proceeding, the Minister annonncol that the total new cxi)ciiditnre for which 
provision has been made, amounts to Bs. 26,t)9 lakhs. A road programme, amoun¬ 
ting to Rs. 4.5 lakhs, to be financed largely from the Boad .Fund, has been drawn up 
and forwarded to the Gentral Govoriinmnt for approval. A fairly large )>ro|x>rtion 
of the new expenditure this year has liccii allotted to the MetiicaT and Publie 
Health Departments. Rs. .52,000 has been carinarketl for the ]>romotiun of Ayurvedic 
and Unani medicine. Bs, fi.tXX) lias been provide<i for subsidizing allopathic practitio- 
nei‘8. The plan for organizing a public bmth service has been corajijeted and Bs, 
64,000 has been provided for making a beginning. The m-jst important scheme is 
the one for vidya mandirs, with a capital cximditurc of Bs. 2.U0 lakhs, which is 
sulHcient for financing ICX) vidya mandirs. Bpcakmg on the i>olioy and program¬ 
me which is engaging the attention of the Government, the Minister declarra that 
the water rates for in'igation were considerably reduced but this bad failed to attract 
new agreements in certain tracts. A final cflbrt would be made to make people 
realize the gravity of the situation. Out of prudence and sheer necessity the 
Government had decided to couUnne with the extension of the ]>rohibition scheme, 
which would bo extended to two more districts. The total recurrent loss of 
revenue duo to prohibition was Bs. 38 lakhs. Another important proiiosal, he said, 
was the introduction of tenancy reform in genend, and Iraiisfcrabilily of occu- 
l>anc.y holdings in particular. 

The proposal to separate Uin executive and judicial was under examination 
speidally with regard to the administrative and financial imiilications, said Mr. 
Mehta. Concluding, the Minister saiil that the c()nRtitution.al barriers must, one 
by one, yield ultimately before the pressure of public opinion and considerations 
of justice and fair play. “But meanwhile it is becoming increasingly difficult tor 
us to bear our cross of financial ortbotloxy, and unless Uio Rocrctaiy of State 
is prepared to assist us in sa'iiriiig a reasonable reduction in the cost of ad¬ 
ministration, and thus to ease the stimn, wo shall )>o conn>elled to seek some 
ctTective means of ending the situation”. 

Piusoss Act Amend. Bill 

After the Budget had been presented, the House look nn official Bills. On the motion 
of the Ministry for Jails, the House passed into law two Bills, one amending the IMsons 
Act, 1^4, in its anplicatiun to G. P. and Berar, and the other amending tlio Indian Bm 
Gouncils Act, 1926. The first Bill defined political prisoners and secured bettor treatmmit 
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for them in Uic matter of food and other amenities in jails, while the second 
Bill ero]J 0 wcrcd the lii^h Court to take m-tioii in the form ot reprimand, sus]icnBion 
or removal from practising gainst such lawyers as are found guilty of profes¬ 
sional misconduct or criminal oflieuco, rendering tliem unlit to coulimic as 
advocates. 


GkNKKAI. DlSOlISrt/ON OK Bjiimibt 

16th. & 17Ui. MARCH General discussion of the Budget commenced on the 16th. 
March. Kao Hahih It. T. ItajarK-cr, leading the attack, complained that the Government 
had not effected all economies tliey hud promiseii, timt salaries of bighly-)>aid 
officers wore not reduced and that the Oovernment was taking people at a time 
when no further burden could lie tioriie. lie alleged that the Oongress Govern¬ 
ment was leading the )irovince to insolvency and charged the Goveinment wi& 
ncijlecting tlie interests of Moslems ami Harijans by not including their represen¬ 
tatives in the Oabinet. Mr. if. O, Chittiavta refen-ed to the fact that ever since 
^e Congress came into office taxation to the tunc of Rs. 20 latos had been 
imposed He urged tliat e.xiior(s from foreign countries should be brought for 
developing local industries. iVlr. K. .U. ,/okaldor, secretary of the Congress |>arty, 
alleged tliat tlio Ministry was not acting nj» to ‘tiauilliian’ princiidcs as they spent 
B,s. .WiKX) in furnis.'dng bungalows wldle hundrcils of peome were living in mud 
huts. Ue slated that appoiiitniculs made by them bad evoked comidaints of 
partiality and favouritism, and urged tluit tlic Ministers’ conduct should, like 
Casar’s wife, be above susphdon. He referred to the economic condition of the 
people and said that from iKusonal knowledge ho could say that people were 
unaole to pay second kist laud revenue ami urged its susiiension. OUier 
Congress members also partic!i>aled in Uie debate. 'Die House then 
adjourned till tlio next day, the 17tli. Mareh, when Mr. JC, O, Veekmukh 
(Congress) drew tlie attenlum of tlio Ministry to the defects in the present 
system of prei<ai'ing crop estimates in Berar and said tliat revenue officers paid 
no hoed to the reasonable grievances of the Tieoptc in this respect. Mrs. Durgabai 
Jothi (Congress) emphasised tlie urgent nccil for redneiiig enhancement of revenue 
in the 12 taluks ooraprising Berar and the C. Marathi tracts. Klum Sahib 
Abdur Rahamun Khan (Muslim League) referred to the end plight of Kisans of 
Berar, particularly Buldaiia and Kliam^aon districts, and complained that the 
Government hud shown discrimination in giving relief to the ]ieaBantry. Mr. F. 
A Kalappa (Congress) approedated the Ministry’s action in balancing the budget 
this year under difficult conditions and supiwrltd generally the new development 
schemes and ta.xat.ion measures to finance them. The Rev. O. (). Rogers (EiU'opcan and 
Anglo-Indian rejircscntative) congratidutcd Mr. Mehta on producing a bmanoed budget 
tills year, whicli, he saUI, was fair, just and reasonable to all interest He dcjirecated the 
destructive criticisms of die Budget [iroposals hi tlie House. Rev. Rogers objected to the 
hi^h salaries of the Services and urged the Governmout to lake coneert^ action in 
this matter with the other provinces with a view to reducing administrative exijendi- 
ture. Mr. T ../. Kedar characterisctl the budget as “most useless” and found fault 
with the Finance Minister for showing it as a surplus one, though in reality 
it was n deficit budget. Ho was sorry to confess that though they had come to 
the House to wreck the new Constitution, die Indian Act 19B5 had broken them. 
Mr. Kedar complained that the C. F. MnruUii tract has been treated as an 
orphan by ^e Goieriimcnt in the matter of nfiording relief to the peasantry. 
He also objected to the extension of tlic rrobiliifion experiment this year, costing 
about Rs. 8 lakbs loss iii revenue, without the Assembly being consult^ in the 
matter, particularly since the Muiistry hail come forward with the new taxation 
prO}^alB to meet tliis loss of excise revenue. Replying to the debate, the Finance 
Minister, Mr. D. K. Mehta answered Mr. Kcdiir’s criticisms of the Government’s 
policy. Speaking in Hindi, Mr. Mehta )xiintcd out that Frohibition was tlie Con¬ 
gress policy and the House had already passed the I'robibition Act last year. They 
had extended the Frohibition cxiienuiont this year in pursuance of the policy 
which had been approved by the Assembly. Ho r^retted that no constructive 
suggestions had been made during the debate. Dealing with the llarijan Mem¬ 
ber’s comiMnt about inadequacy of grants, Mr. Mehta mentioned the provision 
of 40,0(X) tills year for the benefit of their educational advancement. He em- 
pbaeised that Uarijans, more than any other community, would reap the benefit 
of the Government’s Frohibition policy. Ue remarked that ho and bis coUeagues owed 
allegiance to an institution ttho Congiess) which believed in action and not in mere 
empty talk. The Finance Minister added that after a series of deficit budgets in tin Iwt 
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ten yearsi he considered it essential to balance the budget this year in order 
to increase the c^t of this province in the market. He assured the House that 
they would continue to remiun in oi&ce only as long as the Congress wanted 
to do so. Mr. Mehta maintiiinod that enhancea petrol tax would not hit 
Me poor and that the additional taxation burden had been imposed on those capa- 
ble of bearing. They were examining the question of augmenting revenues ny 
tappi^ new sources and in this connection, ho mentioned the possibility of th^ 
considenng imposition of an employment tax on the lines of the U. P. measure. 

VOTISG ON BDDGET DkMANDS . 

IStli. to %7tb. MARCH s—Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced on the 
18th. March. Mr. P . B. Oole (Congress) through a token cut raised the question of the 
^vernment’s imlicy. particnlarly the failure of the co-operative banks in Berar. 
The movM said^ in its initial stipes, this movement was encouraged by Government 
^d its om<^8 but later, the Government became indifferent to its fortunes. Mr. 
Gole said he had expected better treatment from the Congress Government this year 
in the budget but he had been disappointed. He asked the Government cither to 
help the co-operative banks in the present crisis or advance loans to needy 
agriculturists who had no credit in the market. Mr. Gole alluded in this con¬ 
nection to toe Bombay Congrras Government’s determination to finance these 
credit swieticB and the firovision made in this year’s Bombay budget for this pur¬ 
pose wd asked the 0. 1‘. Ministry to move in tiic matter. Nine members spoke 
on toe subject, emphasising generally the need for Government assistance. Some 
speuers from Berar held that mismanagement of the banks and the high rates 
of interest charged on loans were responmble for the present critical state of 
affairs, while others pointed out that co-operation had failed only in Berar. The 
House then adjourned till Monday, the 20to. Manh, when toe Minister, Mr. 2>. P. 
Mishra, Ui the course of his speoidi, rebutting the charge that the Government had 
been indifferent to toe critical situation in Berar, iminted out that they bnd apiminted a 
<mmmittco to examine tlic entire sitnatiou in res|)cct of toe cO'Oi)eratiTo movement 
there and toe icoort of this committee which toe Government had received only 
this week, would be shortly considered by them. Ue assured the House that 
there had not been any departure in respect of Government policy for w'bieh 
^y deseed censure. The Government fully recognise, ns any membm of toe 
House, the immeme value of the eo-operative movement. Next day, the 21st. 
March, Mr. Oole withdrew his cut motiuu on the assurance given by Mr. Miehra. 
Hiscussiou on the demand under “Industries” was next moved by toe Minister, Mr. 
C. Bharuka. Bpcakiiig on a Oongress member’s token cut motion, 
Mr, Bharuka gave details of tiic pn^?rcss hitherto made by the Industrial Survey 
Committee constituted by the Government and said that toe Government would 
take up toe question of assistance to both small and large scale and cottage in¬ 
dustries in toe province after considering the Committee’s suggestions, which he 
expected to receive shortly. The Committee, he added, had recently completed a 
preliminary survey of typical rural industries in select villages. The Minister 
also gave a resume of the several activities of toe Industries Department, 
particularly in the matter of reviving village industries with the co-opera¬ 
tion of toe, All-India Bpiuners’ Association and toe All-India Village Indus¬ 
tries Association at Wardha. The cut motion was withdrawn by toe Congress 
member, Mr. It. P. Oole (from Berar), who urged the Government to expedite 
toe enunciation of a definite policy on toe subject. The Bouse then adjourned till the 
28rd, Mareh, when the Government’s policy in respect of appointments to jHists under 
its control was explained by toe Minister, too hon. Mr. J, 0, Bharuka. A cut mo¬ 
tion was moved by toe Leader of toe Opposition, Kao Bidieb D. D. Rajukar, who 
urged toe removal of toe present Deputy Director of Industries of C. P. on the 
ground that he was not a bonafide resident of toe province. Bix members from 
fdl ^tions of toe House strongly pleaded that preference should be given to pro¬ 
vincial men having the requisite qualification as against those who were not bona- 
fide residents of toe province. The Minister, replying to toe debate, assorted 
that tlm present incumbent of toe {lost, Mr. C. L. Gupta, bad toe requisite qualifi¬ 
cation and wide practical experience and in appointing him, toe Government had 
acted in toe best interests of the province. The Government consider^ it its duty 
to give pnfference to provincial men, bnt while filling up technical posts they could 
not subscribe to toe view that in no case should au outsider be appointed. It would be 
a suicidal policy, he said, not to utilise toe services of toe best qualified persons in 
toe interests of toe province, merely because they were not residents of tliiB provin- 
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ce. Mr. Rajurkar, however, protrated that the Government had turned down the 
claims of the other (tandidate (a resident of the Central Provinces) even though he 
possessed, according to the speaker, the necessary qualifications for the post and had 
apiraiuted a non-resident of the province. Dcscnbing this as “an act of injustice”, 
the mover pressed tiic cut motion to a division. It was defeated by 57 voto to 18. 
The House then gi'anted the enti o Industries demand. Nex day, the 85th. Mareh, 
discussing the famine Belief Demand of Its. 5,700, six members from fierar, both 
Congress and Non-Congress, supported a token cut motion of Bao Sahib D. F. Jia- 
Jurkar who demanded that a state of famine should be declared in Beror. The mover of 
the “cut”, emphsisising the need for Government action, described the acute, econo¬ 
mic distr^s prevalent in Berar. Comiiluiniiig niioiit the inadequacy of relief, Mr. 
Rajurkar said that out of a total Land Bevenue demand of Its. 30 lakhs, the Govern¬ 
ment had Busiiended only Bs. 4 lakhs in Ilcrar. lie warned the Government that 
the situation might become worse, if famine was not declared and concluded by 
suggesting ^at uie Government should mlvance liberal taceavi loans to cnllivators, 
enabling them to improve the productivity of land. Most of the speakers from 
Berar, supixirting the motion, endoraed gencndly the demand mmle by Mr. 
Bajurkar. The Bevenue Minister, Mr. 8. Ookhale, admitted that the 
agrarian distress this year was acute, particularly in the cotton protlucing 
areas of Berar and Nagpur Divisions. The crop failure, ho maintained, was 
not wholesale, but was confined to some parts. Bince 1930, they had a 
series of successive crop failures in Berar and the Government recognise, that in 
addition to diis, eonditione this year had become worse in certain iiarts, in which 
crops were damaged owing to excessive rains. Land revenue snspensions amounting 
to Us. 0 lakhs had idreaiiy been given by the tiovernmeiit in areas where crops 
had failed, 'ilicy had also carmarkeii a sum of Ks. 5.7<X) in Uie Budget and opened 
test relief works in some places of Berar where the distress was acute, Govern¬ 
ment had also decided to distrilmtc Bs. 12 lakhs to needy agriculturists in the 
form of taccnvl loans and, if necessary, they would allot extra funds to 
help Eisana, for whom the Government had liill sympathy in their distress. 
The House Uien adjourned till Monday next, the aith. March, when the 
discussion on the Famine Belief demand was eontinueil the whole day, and 
gulliotiue was applicl at 5 p. m,, whereafter the lionse voted the rest of me de¬ 
mands. In all, twelve memhers, mostly from the (Congress benches, spoke to-day. 
They urged Iho Goi eriimcnt to render all possible help to the p^anti'y, particu¬ 
larly In the cotton producing tracts of Ikwar and the Nagimr Division, where eco¬ 
nomic distress this year was acute owing to the Inilnrc of croi's and scarcity of 
money which was (Jic main problem facing the ryots. 'J’he iictxl for the Govern¬ 
ment exiicditing its relief measures to save the )>caBajilry was emphasised by all 
those }iarticlpating in the discussion. Two Confess members, however, dcfimtcly 
stated that Government should not declare fiuniiic in Berar. The revenue Muiister, 
Mr. 8. V. Ookhale, replying, iioiiited out that the outturn of crops other than 
cotton was satisfactory in Bciar. 'I hc figures for tlio last ten years had shown, 
they should remcmlier, a gradual full in the area of cotton cultivation, lie concluded 
by assuring the House that the (iovcrnmcnl were fully alive to the situation 
and would do (heir best to hclii the lonsaiitry. Tlio ’’cut” motion was lost, 
'i'bis concluded the voting on Budget demands and Uic House adjourned. 

NON-OmCMI, BliSOnUTIO.NS 

28th. MARCH : —The Assembly discussed non-ufiicial lesolutioiis to-day. The first 
I'CEohition moved by Mr. D. L. Patti (Uaiimii) from the Opposition benches 
recommend^ to the Government Uiat the age-limit for entry of Harijans into 
Government services lie iucioased from 25 to 30. After most of the Harijan 
members had supported it, the mover withdrew the resolution in view of Pra- 
mier Shukla's assiirancu of sympathetic consideration of the suggestion on the 
part of Ac Government. The Ficmier also took the opportunity to explain what 
Government had done for tlie general betterment and educational advancement 
od Harijans and other baekwaid classes. A major portion of to-day’s sitting 
was devoted to a disci: ssion of a Congress number’s resolution (Mr. L. N. 
Nathe from Berar) urging the Goveriimcul to grunt total remission of rents 
and revenue in the cotton tracts of iJic Nagpur and Berar division Uiis year. 
The debate had not concluded when the House adjourned till the 30th. 

The Taxatiob Biij.s 

SOtta. MARCHIhe Assembly to-day discussed the first of the four new taxa¬ 
tion measurra undertaken'to augment the revenues of the Fiovinee. On the 
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moUon of Mr. C. J. BAoruAro,-Iiiduatriea Minister, tbe House agreed, after a 
prolonged debate, to refer the O. P. and Bcrar Indian Stamp Amendment Bill to 
a select committee with instnietioiis to report before the Uid. April. 1939. The 
Bill provided for the enhanoeinent of (he- rules of slainp duties on nou-jiKHcial 
stamps to the level prevailing in most oilier piovinres. Uprosilion motion for the 
purpose of eliciting public opinion, was rejected by the Jlouse by .ll votes to 
20. The Opposition was mainly led by Mr. Uajwkar (Ijcader of the Opposition) 
and Mr. B,_ Q. Khaparde, who vehemently eritieistd the (iovcriiment’s action in 
trying to impose “fresh burdens on (lie people at a time when eeonoinie conditions 
made it impossible for them to slioulder the weight of nt w taxes”. Tltey tlsrew 
a challenge to the Oongress Party to get a resolution endorsing the taxation 
measures I'asscd at a I'ublic meeting nt any place in the province. Mr. D. K. 
Mehta, Finance Minister, repudiating the clinrge that the Cengress Paity had 
forgotten its election promises to reduce Ihc lax burden, declared that they 
knew fully their duties to their constituencies, and lo the oTLunisation they be* 
longed. The Minister pointed out that tliey had lighted Ihc Durden of taxation 
to the extent of I’s. 30 lakhs by confening direct I'ei.eflls on the leople, includ¬ 
ing substantial relief from land revenue dues. While admitting tnat they had 
not achieved all that they intended, Mr. Mdita claimed that they were emitted 
to credit for conferring benefits on poor cases. A saving of Ks. fifteen laldts 
had already been cft'cctcd through economics in administrslive expenditure, and 
further scope for reduction was under the consideration of the Government. Mr. 
Mehta justified the new taxarion measures on the score of balancing the budget 
and money being needed for the development schemes. 

Slat. MARCH :—The Assembly to-day was occu] iid chiifiy with discussion of the 
Bill seeking to levy a tax on sale of tobacco in the province at the rate of ten 
per cent on the value of toliacco sold. The Bill jiroiidcd that the tax be not 
levied and collected from the grower who sold tobacco grown by him. Ilic Hon. Mr. 
C. J. Bharuku said that the Government anticipated next year an yield of Rs, 
3 lakhs from this tax. He assureii tlie House Umt the effect on the exmsumer 
of tobacco would bo imperceptible and the burden of the prwosed taxation would 
not be excessive. During the debate Mr. T. J. Kedar, from the Congress benches, took 
tbe House by surprise when speaking on the Bill he said dint it was 'ultra vires’ of the 
l^islature. Klucidating bis point, Mr. Kedar stated that ho felt that this legisla¬ 
tion sought to impose a tax on the sale of tobacco and it came within the scorn 
of Excise Duty as defined in Item 45, Behedulo 7 of List 1 contained in the 
Government ot India Act, 1035, which tiic Federal Legislature has alone entitled 
to impose. Mr. Kedar was of the opinion tliat Uie propose tax in reality amount¬ 
ed to a levy on manufacture of tobacco and therefore could be constructed as an 
Excise Duty on tobai’co, the imposition of wliicli was witluii the competence 
of the Federal Ix'gislatiire and not tlie Provincial Legislature. The Hon. Mr. D. K. 
Mehta, Finance Minister, rebutting Mr. Kedar’s contention that the tax 
was in tbe nature of an Excise Duty, explained that the Bills sought to imiKise 
a tax on the sale of tobacco in the provintic, not on its manufacture. The levy 
of the proposed duty would operate, he added, only when tobacco was sold 
wholesale or retail. The Government had carefully considered this aspect when 
mtamining the Bill and he held tliat the C. P. Assembly was competent to 
deal with the legislation. As for the suggestions made by Mr. Kedar and others, 
Mr. Mehta said that the l^clcct Committee would consider them. Discussion 
had not concluded when the House adjourned for the day. 

1st APRIL The three Government Bills incorporiting fresh taxation measures 
were referred _ to select commillees to-day. Attempts of opposition members to 
secure cirevdatiou of the Bills failed. All the three Bills came in for severe cri¬ 
ticism from members of the Opposition, who argued generally ^at the new 
taxation proposed would primarily hit the poor classes, im)x>sing on them a fr^ 
burden, which they wore incapable of bearing. They also complained that the Govern¬ 
ment had not placed before the House details of the new Government schemes to finance 
which the Goveniment had brought forward tbe taxation measures. It was pointed 
out, on behalf of the Government by the hon. Mr. Bharuka, that the reasons 
for the fresh taxation were clearly set out in the Budget speech, and the new 
schemes which the Government had undertaken were fully described in the de¬ 
tailed Budget statement. They refuted the contention that the new taxes would 
affect classes of pmple ill able to bear tae burden. The Tobacco Bill was referred 
to a Select Committee after discussion. The two otbw taxation Bills sou^t to en- 
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hance the regi»tration fees payable by private motor v^icles excluding lorries 
and to increase the sales tax rate on motor spirit and lubricants from 5 to 8 
per cent. The Government expect two and a quarter lakhs extra revenue from 
these sources. The Opposition members did not press iheir motions for circula¬ 
tion to a division. 

Official Dilir Passed 

8rd. APRIL '.— Five Bills, as reported by the select committee, were passed mto 
law to-day. Two of these soui^t to amend the Debt Conciliation Act, two others to 
amend the Moneylenders Act and another to amend Section 13 of the Legal 
Practitioners Act. The select committee on die Motor Spirits and Lubricants 
Taxation Bill limited the oticration of the ino.-wnre to a year and made 
it clear that the eiihaneed tax would apply to sales during the ])ericd for which 
this amending Act would remain in force. The solci-t committee on the Prisoners’ 
Bill had increased the _|'.cri()d of parole from one week to ton days, and the select 
committee on the Factories Bill fixed tiic rt^istrntioii fee at a maximum 
of 11s. liO. 

Vii.i-AOE Panouaxats Amend. Biu. 

4th. APRIL: ■Kh.an Saheb Abdur Rahman (Moslem Lcagnc) moved to-day 
his Bill to Amend the Village I’anchayat Act. The Bill was designed to ensiiro 
that one-third of the total memlnn's of jmtichai/ats Ixdonged to tlic minority commu¬ 
nities. The Khan Kaheb’s dcmaml for seimrale representation was support^ by 
some non-Congress ilarijnii mcmliers. Pimdit />. P. Minhra, Minister tor Local 
Self-Government, leplying to tlie debate, asked the mover of the Bill to realise 
that joint electoiatw were the liest safeguard against any encroachment and 
curtidlmont of the rights and intonate of the minority communities. Ite earnestly 
ap|)Cidcd to the sponsor of tlio Bill to do nothing wliich was sure to sprem 
communnlism into rural areas. 

Economic Dietkess in BituAA 

5th. APRILTile condition of i^casniits in the provinc-c hard hit by” econo¬ 
mic distress was :’e£crrcd to hy several speakers to-day, when two resolutions 
sponsored by Congress membors were discussed. Ihuiiig the resumed debate, on 
Mr. L. N. hfatbe's resolution recommending the grant of full land revenue 
remission to pensunts in tiic cotton prcxIiK-ing snsis (Bcrar and Nng)uiT divisions) 
owing to failure of the crop this yitar, speakers supporting the resolution, erophas- 
sised the urgent ixxjd for rriict, and appealed to the Govern mciit to help the kisans. 
The Kevenno Minister, the lum. Mr. K Ookhule, wiis frcipiently intcri'upt^ 
by members of the tJongress J’arty and oUier groiirs when rcidying to the discus¬ 
sion. He explained tlic measures taken so far with a view to enabling the peasants 
to tide over the distress. The resolution was withdrawn by the mover after tlie 
Minister’s reply. 'J'lic mover stated that Ids object was merely to draw the Govern¬ 
ment’s attention to the acute and widcsprcail distress of the peasantry. 

A HUE Alts OF Tai.'OAVI ItoANS 

Discussion had not ooncludcd on the resolution demanding that all arrears 
of taccavi loans outstsiiding for more, liiaii three years should be rcmittcrl liy the 
Uovcrmneiit. Air. K. li. Khandakar ((.’ongrisss), who movwl the resolution, was 
supported liy six mem bet s of tlie CVmgress I’lii ly, all of whom urged the wvorn- 
ment to take into consideration the iHsnauita’ inability to rejmy anti to remit this 
amount, which Air. Kluuidckar estimateil tvas just over Us. 25 lakhs. The House 
titen adjonriicd till the lllh. April when tlio motion was ultimately with¬ 
drawn, Mr. »S'. V. Gokha'.v, Bcvciiuc Miiiislcr, slating that the Government’s 
attitude was one of sympathy. 

iMi'uovKMKNr Trust Operations 

Mr. M, 0. Ohilnavix's letiolntion demanding the jiostpoiiemeiit of the Impro¬ 
vement Trust operations till the Nagpur Improvement Trust Aid, was pmundp^j 
to make the Goicriiincnt liiinneially liable for the improvement was defeated. 
Mr. K. O. Jhshmiikh {Congress) urgwl through his resolution that, in view of the 
failure of crops diis year, the Goveriiniciit should not sell the movable or immova¬ 
ble properly of agriculturists for recovery of laini revenue. He advised Ministers 
not to look l.hrougU oflicial glasses but view things as elected roprosentatives of 
the people. The Hevenue Alinister was replying to the debate when the House 
adjourned. 
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VlIiLAGE Panoha'sats Ambnd. Bill (contd.) 
llfh. APRIL;—By an overwhelming majority, the Assembly, this evening, 
rqected the motion for reference to a select committee of Khan Saheb Abdur 
Raharmn Khan's (Muslim League) Bill seeking to amend the G. P. Village 
Panchayats Act to ensure representation of minority communities on the village 
panchayats through separate doctorates. Praadcally, the whole day was devoted 
to a discussion of the Bill, which' was suprorted by Muslim League members 
and was opposed by Congress members. Nine members from the Opposition 
bdiches Bimportod the Beloc.t committee motion (sis Muslims and three non- 
Congress Hariiaus) while two Uarijans from the Opposition side opposed the 
Bill along with the Government, 

Official Bit,t,s Discusseo 

IStb. APRIL Tlio Asscmiily transiict^l oHiciat business to-day and disposed of a 
number of Government Bills. On the motion of Minister D, P. Afishra, the House, 
after an hour's debate, agreed to refer to a selo'.t comittco the Bill amending the 
C. P, Municipalities Act, The Bill provided for the adoption of adult franchise for 
elections to local bodies and munici^lities. The Government pro]x>sed to make a 
banning in selected municipalities. During the debatn the Congress members 
supported the measure, while Mr. AT. M, Huq (Muslim League) thought that the 
int^uction of the Bill was premature at the present juncture. 

The Assembly next without discussion passecl into law the bill amending the 
Prohibition Act, 19il8 on the motion of the Excise Minister. The bill prohibited Bie 
publication of liquor advertisements in any form whatsoever. 

Mth. APRILThe Assembly to-day enacted into law an oIRcial Bill, which was 
in pursuance of the Economy Committee’s ri^mmendations and em)H>wered the 
Government to levy a licence fee on _ factories to m(»t charges of supervision by 
Government Ins|)octors. During discussion on this Bill, the Opposition Leader, 
Bao Bdieb 0. ¥, Bajurkat,^ declared, amidst laughter, that he was even to-day a 
primary member of the Indian National Congress. TJiis was by way of retort to a 
Congress member who had invited Bao Saheb Kajurkar to join them. 

On the motion of the Tndustrics Minister, Mr. C, J. Bharuka, the House 
took up further exmsidcration of the Bill (ns rcimrted by a Select Committee) 
seeking to cidiance the tax on the sale of motor spirit and lubricants. 
Discussion was continued on tins next day, the 15th. A^il, when a widk-ont 
by four Opposition members was led by Mr. Bajurkar’. Mr. Bajnrkar, before 
walking out, declared that the Government were not open to reason and the 
Opposition arguments, explaining why they opposed the fresh taxation measures, 
fell on deaf ears, 'fherefore, no useful imrijosc would be served by their parti¬ 
cipating in the discussions. 

The Asseinldy next passed into law the ,Sales of Motor Bnirit and Lubricants 
Taxation Amendment Bill, the Motor Vebielcs Fees Amendmout Bill, the Indian 
Stamp Amendment Bill and the Tobacco Bill, the four new taxation measures 
undertaken by the Government this year. During discussioii on the Bills, members 
of the Muslim licogiic and other groups from the Opposition benches expressed 
thrar strong opposition to fresh taxation, which they mniutaiued would ultimately 
Ml on the jioor classes. ITie Tobacco Bill, particularly, came in for strong ciiticism 
from Opposition members, who were unanimously of the opinion that the tax 
would nit hard tho smaller tobacco merchants and the consumers of "bidis”. All 
the Bills were passed without any amendments. 

Municipal Administration Brform Bill 

17th. APRIL ’.—A legislation, calcidated to improve the tone of civic life and 
ultimaMy to rosnlt in a more cflicient and purer municipal administration in (he 
province, was introduced to-day by the Minister, the Hon. Mr. B. P, Miskra. 
Explaining the urgency of tho measure, tho Minister drew the attention of the 
House to the serious state of affairs now prevalent in several municipalities, owing 
to friction between members of tho Municipal Councils and their office-b^ers, Ihe 
latter bdng unable to function et&eiontly. Mr. P, B. Chle (Congress), in the conrse 
of a lengthy speech, criticised the drastic provisions of the bill and said that ^e 
House should not pass such a li^slation in a hur^ without proper consideration. 
He objected particularly to the provision relating to presidential election by the 
general body or voters instead of by the municipal members. Next day, ihe 18th. 

^ House rejected, without a division, the motion of Mr. A. B. Bazak Khan 
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(Opijosition) BuggcstiiiK the circulation of the Bill for the purpose of obtaining public 
opinion thereon and passed the first reading. The second and third readings wore 
gone through^ rapidly in ten minutes and the Bill was jiasscd into law wiw a few 
minor alterations. During the first reading, two Muslim members from the Opposi¬ 
tion, while acknowledging the necessity of such a legisiation, pleaded for the circu¬ 
lation of the Rill with a view to ascertaining the viewpoints of the municipalities on 
the reforms nro,M)8od. Mr. P. S, Patil (Non-Brahmin), from the Opposition benches, 
con^atnlatcd the Minister Pandit Mishra, on bringing forward a li^islation intended 
to check maladministration owing to party feuds in several municipal committ^ in 
the province. Pandit _ Miakra, replying to the debate, explained &at a popular 
Government, represiuiting the pcojilc, could not tolerate or ignore the mismanage¬ 
ment in local tsKlies any longer. It was necessary for the llonsc to pass the Bill 
expeditiously. Dealing with tlie existing proviso which requires a two-tnird majority 
for the removal of Uie Munici|>(d President, from Ids office, the Minister dcelareil that 
this rule was not democratic and therefore the Rill coiilaiued a new proviso whereby 
a no-confidence motion, if carried by a Iwire majority, would result in the President’s 
removal from oiliee. I’aiiilit Mishnt lu>|Hid tliat tlie i>roix>s«l reforms would lead to 
efficient muiiici)>al ndministration. 

The Temi'pe Entkv Bill 

_20th. APRIL 'riic Assembly, this evening, accepted the Premier’s motion 
to circulate the Harijan Temple Worsiii(> (Removal of Disabilities) Bill for eliciting 

S nblic opinion. Altogether a dozen membors participated in a two and a half-hours’ 
iscussion on the Rill. Harijan members (Congress ns well os non-Congress) 
expressed their dissntisfaitioii with tJio Bill which, they thought, was a bnlf-heart^ 
measure, lliey felt tlial, instead of iloing any good to the ilarijans, the measure, 
if passed by the Ifotiae in its ]>roscnt form, would harm them by creating fresh 
obstacles to their movement to swntro recognition of their right to temple-entry. 
Their complaint was that the Rill, being an enabling measure, would fail in its 
objective, as public temples were mostly nuinageil by caste-Hindu trustees wlio rrfos^ 
to concede the right of entry and worship in the temples to Harijans. They were, 
therefore, opposed to the Bill and deraandod a more iirogrcssive measure to satisfy 
the Harijans. The Minister, Pandit £>. P. Mishra, fully recognised the intensity of 
the feelings of the Harijan Members of the House on the subject. He ossnr^ mem 
that, after ascertaining jniblie opinion on the measure, the Government would effect 
im))rovement8 to the Bill, He apiiealed to them not to opjmse it. J he Government 
preferred to scciiro temple-ontry for Harijaiis by iicrsnauing casto-Hindus of com¬ 
pelling them by siatule to throw open the temples, for, iegfd compulsion would 
result in violence and conflict, frustrating tlicir objective. Pandit Ssukla, speaking 
later, explained that the Bill was inteiKiotl to remove external barriers in the way 
of Harijans eiihiring temples. At present, legislation, he hold, could not and did 
not solve all their difficulties and remove their disabilities immediately. Ihe pace of 
reform must iiec^essarily bo slow, and public opinion had to be ascertain^ at every 
stage of a sociid reform measure of this kind. 

Earlier, tlie Debt Relief Bill was passed into law on the Bevemie Minister, 
Mr. 8. V. Ookhale’s motion, without uuy vital changes. The House was then 
adjourned sine die. 
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Proceedings of the Sind Assembly 

Winter Session—Karachi—4th. to 18th. January 1939 

Land Bevenue Code Amend. Bill 

The winter session of the Sind Lej^islative Assembly 0 )>Rned at Karachi on the 4tli. 
January 1989, the Uoii. Mr. Miran Mahomed Shah presiding, and ailjourncd without 
transacting any business as a mark ot rcs'icct to the memory of the iate Kama! 
Ataturk and Maulana Shaukat Ali. Next day, the Stb. January, a moek trial of 
strength occurred when the first Government Bill was taken up for consideration, 
the Government registering a victory by 24 votes. The division was necessitated 
hy ^e failure ot ministerialists to say "no" sufficiently loudly to defeat the 
Congress amendment soaking to delete a few words from a clause in the Bill. The 
Bill sought further to amend the Bombay Laud Revenue Code of 1879 and thereby 
providing for a penalty being imposed for the wilful removal of theodolite stations 
which form the boundary marks and the basis of survey in various places and 
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wbiuh are frequently removed during road repairs or the excavation of drainage 
works. The Dill occasioned a prolonged but futile discassion and eventually passed 
its third rcadin.^. 

Han'itaky Board Aboluton or Nomination Binn 

Towards the close the second Oovernment Bill, aiming at making tlie 
constitution of Imth Banitary Committees and Boards in Bind wholly elective in 
pursuance of the Oovernment ] olicy to alwdish nominations, was moved. The 
Government were robbed of nii oi>]'oriiinity to <lis; oBe of the Bill in record time 
by the inilic.lioti of a vclicmcnt 8))eech by a Congress member. 
The hill had j sissefl its first rciwling when the House adjourned till the next day, 
the 6th. January, when a Congress l urty amendment seeking to invest in the 
Assembly the power to modify rules framed by District Collce.tors for the 
constitution of a District Banitary Board, was tlirown out by ‘i9 votes to 25. 
The Opposition joined tlie Congress in tlic division. The amended Government 
motion, to which (Jie I’nngifss nioved an iimeii<linent, laid down that rules in the 
matter of the constituth ii of a Banitary Boartl sliould be framed by the Government 
and not by the Collectors, and these rules should be idaecd before the Assembly, 
which woidd have the power to modify them. The Bill was eventually passed into 
law. 

Othkii Government Bij.i.s 

Another (.iovciiiment Bill, providing fur the payment of certain sitms to the 
local authorities, was next passed. Thereafter iinother Government Bill further to 
amend the Bombay Ixrcal Boards Ad of which at present empowei'S the 

Government to buy a local cess on ‘‘every sum j ayuble to tlie Government ss 
ordinary land icveiiiic” so lliat the wokI “layuhlc” should equitably mean the 
amount actually payublc after the deduction of faM remission, was taken up. A 
elmise in this Bill *<iecasione<l an iimeiidmciit from tlie Congress and was the 
subject of a division in which the (iovernment scored anotiier victory by 23 votes 
to live. Tlie third reading of tlie Bill was, however, opposed by Sir Gbulam 
Hussein towaids the close of the day’s sitting and the matter was, consequently, 
unfinished when tlio Assembly adjourned. 

No-cospidenok on the Premier 

10th. to 1‘Jlli JANUARY The House was full and the galleries were j acked when 
Mr. f?. if. ff/.'crf moved a motion to-day, expressing want of confidence in the 
Premier, tlie bon. A'fian Bahadur Allah Bux. Mr. Bycd made a lengthy 
siccch strongly eiiticising the actions of the Premier. He cxi'laiucd the reasons 
trial impelled liini to move the iio-i'onfiilence motion. He said that the Premier, 
for whose cemiiig into oHice he was greatly resi onsible, had failed to implement 
the undertakings Hid nssuranees he had given to the I'arty in i articular and to 
the electorate ami the eoiumi niiy in leneral. Mr. Bycd further accused the Premier 
of having intir.mrd the wliole countiy by his obstinacy and defiant attitude and 
eoiiduet. He rcmiiuleil Jlr. Allaii 'Bux tJuit when he acceitid office, he had 
declared that he shoi.hl he judged by his actions after six months. Now nine 
months had dai.scd and (he mover could boldly say (hat the Premier had /alien 
far bt-low tlie mark and the poo) le’s hojes liml heen completely fiustiated. Narra¬ 
ting specific aliegatioiis against (lie I’lcinier, Mr. Bycd said that instead of curtail¬ 
ing expenditure, lie was creating new ]'ubis ailhout seeking the sanction of the 
Assembly. He cixd, in this (oniicction, the a] point merit of I. C. 8. Offieers, a 
Deputy Bocretaiy for the licvenue Deiarlment, a Ihqmty Beeretaiy for the P'inanee 
Dciartmcnt, wkI an Ofliccr on Bprvial Duty. Mr. Byesl particularly drew the 
attention_ of the House to ilic I'rcmier’s tnutmcnt of agriculturists which he 
characterised as a pcdgimiit one. Despite j'est drvlaratioiis, tlie I’remier now 
believed in the iuiposition of increased usscssnionl proposals, which were severely 
criticised anil lomlcmncd all over Bind, on the already overtaxed agriculturists. 
This was done in defiance of the United I’urly and the entire Assembly. Supporting 
the no-confideiKC motion, £han Bahadur Khuro jirescntcd the Opjosition cuse in 
a speech, lasting two liuurs, which (ho House heard with rapt attention. Khan 
Bahadur Khuro was of the opinion that tlie Premier bad violated all canons of 
democracy by fcndcring advice to II. 1C. the Governor, enhancing the assessmoit, 
without consulting his Party or (lie House. The speaker accused the Ministry 
of being extravagant where eionoiny was nw'ded and miserly where generosity 
was required. It was not for being governed by a Government which had no 
respect for the princiiiles of democracy that they had fought for separation from 
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Bombay. The Premier was a su^-dictator, without the dictator's sense of respon¬ 
sibility. Next day, the 12th. January, the key-note of the speeches was the 
advice tendered to the Alla Bux Ministry to look up to the Congress adminis¬ 
tered provinces which had made a strikiug progress in alleriatiug the miserable 
lot of the masses. Speaker after speakor paid eloquent tributes to the Congress 
Governments and bewailed the backward concUtion of Sind. Five members siioke 
to-day, four from Government benches, including Mr. Ntehaldas, the P. W. D. 
Minister and one from the OpiKwitioii. The Minister held that iiolitical 

squabbles were resimnsible for retarding tlie progress of their Ministry. He 

enumerated the achievements of the Ministry dnring the nine months of its office 

which included abolition of Honorary Magistrates and nominations in local bodies, 
release of Uansraj, return of Moulvi Obcdullah, restoration of forfeited pensions 
and confiscated properties of Ceiigrcssmen, cncoiiraguig of Swadeshi and removal 
of disabilities of depressed classes. Mr. Jamahed Mehta, another supporter of 
Government, wanted to know if there was belter Government waiting to take 
the place of the Allah Bux Ministry, so that he might support the no-confidence 
motion. Mr. M. H. Oazdar (Muslim L^uc), in the course of Ids speech, bewailed 
the day when Sind was separated from Bombay Presidency. In Provincial 
Autonomy Sind was being governed by the oflicials because of the Miiiist^. 
Services were getting strong as collectors were being used as tools 

to terrorise members of the Assembly. He apiMsaled to 11 is Excellency the 
Governor to dissolve the House which would be the only panacea for the 
ills as better people would return elected. Next ilay, the 12th. January, 

the non-confidence motion was defeated by thirty-two votes to seven, tbe Congress mem¬ 
bers remaining neutral. An analysis of the yuting simwed that besides the Congress, Sir 
Ghulam also remained neutral. In a ninety-minutes reply to Uio debate. Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux, the I'rcmier, made a sensational disclosure of a plot to kill 
him, unless he joined the Muslim League. The Premier declared in the course of 
the reply: “I would rather die tiiau join the Muslim lasagne. It is good that the 
Muslim League has failed in Sind. I wish, it would fail everywhere” Regarding 
the assess^ proiiosals, he said it was not constitutional for Uic Government to 
consult the party tor executive orders on taxation. He was sony that the CongresB 
had withdrawn support after being a ™rty to instal liim in isowcr. Concluding, 
the Premier assure the Itousc that ft was far from his intention either not to 
revise the proposals or respect Uie wishes of paities, including tbe Congress, 
When Sardar Patel and Slaulana Azad were here, lie continund, they were given 
the impression that the present Ministry had no Muslim following and that the 
Congress was dividing Muslims and running the Govci-nmeut. The merits of the 
assessment proposals bad not been gone into. Manhiiia Azad viewed iJie question 
from an AU-India political iwiut of view as to how Riiul would fall in with the 
All-India point of view. Maulana Azad thought that he lux I no Muslim following. 
Sardar Patd and Maulana Aziid carried the impression that he worked agmnst 
bis Party. So he was asked to carry out the wishes of his Party and postpone 
the assessment. The second nosiliun was that tlio Congress would remain 
neutral and the Muslims sbouhl fight and decide the'issue. He could not 
blame the Congress. They did not bargain like him from wire-pullings behind 
the scene. Tlie charge that the Congress was dividing the Muslims had now Iwn 
wiped out. He was glad of this. Khan ttahadur Oabole, Deputy Speaker, who 
was one of those who resigned from the Muslim Leagnc Party, opened the (lebate 
as an independent member and said that it was a matter of sliainc that the Muslims 
ifiiould be lighting amongst themselves. He held no brief for tjie Ministry, bnt he 
wanted to know from the House what was the alteinative scheme 

b^ore the Ministry was thrown out. Sir Ohvlam Huaaain, who resigned the 
leadership of tbe opi>ositioii two days ago, urged the House to consider the 
questiou dispassionately and seriously os it was fraught with far-reaching 
consequence. He had expressed the opinion that after his fall last year a new heaven 
would not spring up. The plight of the Prime Minister in Sind was unenviable, 
as be was a tool in tlie hands of dictators. Wc wanted to know from toe 
mover of the motion a practical alternative scheme for working K^orms. He 
asked whether there was a single party, which could carry on the Government. T'arning 
to toe Congress benches, he said that they were as much responsible ns the speaker 
for tbe masses of Sind. If they did not wont to join the Muslim League, let 
join toe present klinistry and form a coalition Ministry. If toe Goiigrcss Party 
remained neutral, it was upto the rest of the House to join together and form 
a stable Ministry. There was still time for them, if they eouRT combine, but he 
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taw no hope at present. Had he known of the present fate that had overtaken 
Sind, he would never have fought for seimrution. Owing to the race for jobs, both 
Hindus and Muslims were dividc<l. If the Congress were well-wishers of masses in Sind, 
they must do some constructive work. In the alternnlive, if the Hindu Party 
formed a Coalition with the Muslim liCague, he woulil vote for it. He requested 
the House to nut their heads together; otherwise the province was faced with 
chaos aud deadlock. Uis hopes of Muslims had been shuttered and lie did not 
hope for unity among them. If an alternative to the Ministry was shown, he would 
vote for it. They must l>c practical men. i)(>stru(Uiun should go hand in lumd 
with construction. Kfr. J, Framr, £uro|ie.ui, cleared the position of his group. He 
said tliat ns long as (iovernmeut legislated for the good of the country, without 
communal bias, the 10uro|ioan gioup must 6up|M)rt the (tovernment. 

IlL'I.Kti OF UfSlNEW DISIX'SSKI) 

18th. JANUARYTlie Goverumciit sustained a defeat during the tliseussion of 
rules of business. The (lovcrnmcnt wanted a clause aihlcd stating tliat the speaker 
may not adjourn the 1 louse for mure thim seven days. Although (iovernmeut whins 
colleutcd several supportcis when the division was called, the clause was lost by 2(1 
votes to 18. 'Hie defeat, of course, was of no consequence in judging the strength of 
parties, but all the lli Congressmen opiioscd tlic motion. 

8ind Assessment J’roposals 

S8rd. Aastb. JANUARY : -A two-days'debate on the (iovernment’s assessment pro¬ 
posals opened on the LMth. Outlining the pirpeedure lie intended to follow for regulat¬ 
ing discussion, the Spi-uker, at the outset, said tliat he hail nycived notice of a number 
oi motions on the sabjc> l, but lie proposed to iicat the Coimress motion as the 
main resolution and t.he other motions, moved by Mr. U. M. tS'/zca and Khan Bahadur 
Khuhro, as amendments. The latter were almost of an identical nature requiring the 
Government to dton the entire pro|>osatB iimtend of rc-exaraining the taxation 
scheme. 'Ihc following was the text of the Congress I’arty’s resolution on the 
Government’s assessnient proposals“The Assembly, having considered the Govern¬ 
ment resolution regoidiiig the revision of settlcnicni lu the Barrage area, is of opinion 
that the rates of assessmciit on cotton and other comnioiliiies arc an increase on the 
rates under the last settlement, which already consritutes a heavy burden on small 
khatedars and eiicroai hcs on their means of subsistence. The Assembly, therefore, 
recommends to the (ioverument, firstly, that the new rates of assessment be mollified, 
the rates of the last settlement on cotton lie charged when the average price per 
maiind of lint deal cotion at Karachi is Bs. IK iind Amciieaii cotton Ks. 21. 
'I'liese rater. corre8i.K)n(liiig to tlic above prices, be r.uiisi(lercd as the datum line. 
With every fall or lisc liliovc average prices, rales of assessment in cotton should 
fall or rise proportioiiutcly, subject to a minimum rate of Bs. b and a maximum 
rate of Ks. lo per acre. Secoiully, the (Joveriimcnt, having ignored the fall in 
price in fixing the rates of assessment for wheat, the new rates be redact in 
prorortinii to the fall in price from the figure taken us the basis for the last 
settlement. Thirdly, with a view to ciicoiiruging the growing of fruits and vege¬ 
tables, the same rates of assessmeut of gardens and vegetables be charged os under 
the last settlement. And fourtiily, the present division of lands into three groups 
being unscientific and unjust, a detailed elassiliention of land be undertaken, 
regard being bud to the fertility for the soil and, till tlmt is done, the grouviiiigs 
of last settlement may not be cliiiiiged.’’ Mr. Jumnlas Vnrandmal (Congress, re- 
preseiitiiig Indian C'lminerce), moving tlie main resolution, niiulc it clear that 
Uie Congresa was aiixiaus to meet the (iovernmeut more Uiuii lialf-way and so to 
reshape the proposals as to make Uiem acceptable to the House. He pointed out 
that the l*remier, a year ago, wlieu lie was Billing in tlie 0|)posilion benches, 

r nsored areBOliilioii favouriug that the (ioreriinient. should share 25 }>er cent of 
zamiiidar’s net assets, but his present proposals sought lo tax the samindar 
to the extent of forty to sixty iwr cent of tlicir assets. Moreover, the entire 
scheme was iiiis<'ieiit’flc mid arbitrary. He was of the opinion that the argument 
which was advanced that the zamindars of the I'uiijah and Ciujerat paid more or 
less ilouble tlic ^ind assessment would not hold good as the conditions were 
quite difierent, the yield i.er acre in ISiiiil liciiig loss than h^f of that 

in tboriiiijab and Giijeriit. lilr, Vurandmal favoiireil more groupings M land on 
the lines of the ruiijab so as to give proportionate relief to small khatklars, 
Khan Bahadur Khuhro, moving an auieudmcnt urging that the Government order 
be held in abeyance till Urey were examined by a Committee of five members ck 
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the Assembly, said that the important point for consideration was what percen* 
tage of the zaroindar’s netitSscts should be the share of the Government. He 
urged that the orders should be withdrawn and that modified rates 

should be bronglit forward based on the principle that the Government’s 
^are ^all be a fized percentage on the net profit of the zamindars. 

Next day, the 24th. January, was a field day for Zamindari (peasant) members, 
who monopolised the discussion on the assessment proposals. Speakers, opposing 
the proposals, contended that these were unjust and would fall heavily on agn- 
culturists, who were already overburdened with taxation and debt. Tliey held 
that the percentage of assessment fixed by the Govcinmcnt was arbitrary and 
wanted that the average yield of cotton per acre in the Barrage area should be 
assessed at eight maunds and tlic assessment fixed at twenty-five per cent of 
the net assets of Zamindars. They further urged that the Government scheme 
^ould be submitted to an expert committee for examination. The Eeveuue Minis¬ 
ter, upholding the Government’s proposals, observed that the scheme was framed 
so as to benefit the Province as a whole and assured the House tliat, as far as 
regrouping was concerned, a satisfactory arrangement would be made at the next 
settlement, for which the Government would appoint a Bpecisl Ofiicer who would 
undertime classification of lands. Mr. Jamshed Mehtn, Bup]>orting the Government’s 
scheme of a sibling scale in wldeli they had taken tlie yield, price, outturn and 
other factors into consideration. Moreover, the water rate tiierc wos uniform and 
the assessment was based on profit. In Sind, both being combined, it would be 
preposterous to base the assessment on net profits. The Government proposals, 
if put into cficct, would yield an additional revenue of eight laklis only and the 
argument that they would affect s^iicuUurists to a great extent would not hold 
gc^. The Congress spokesman said that tlio Government proposals afibeted small 
khatedars all over Sind numbering two lakhs and if the Government wanted 
to increase revenue he suggested other means, for example, an agricultural income-tax. 
Next da\, the 2Sth. January, a Congress resolution, which had the bucking of the 
Muslim ‘League on the Government’s assessment proposals was defeated by iW votes 
to 20, At the conclusion of the debate, the Premier annoimccd slight modifica¬ 
tions in the original proposals regarding ihc cotton sliding scale, coneeding the 
principle of giving reductions when prices go below the minimum fixed. The 
Ihremier also assured the house that Gorei-nment would examine any glaring cases 
of injustice regarding regrouping. 

NOJI-OPFICIAI, RE 80 I.OTr 0 NS 

26th. .lANUARTKon-ofllcinl resolutions was dicussc<l in the House to-day. 
The Opposition sustained two defeats on two resolutions, one urging a rebate iii 
land assessment in the iion-Barragc talukiis of tl;e Hyderabad district, where the 
outturn of paddy crop had been reduced due to Uie advent of the Bukkur 
Barrage and the price of jiaddy had fallen, and the other recommending to the 
Government to give substantial relief from the Famine Belief Fund agricul¬ 
turists who haa suftcred from the recent frost. The Premier, the hon. Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux, replying, said that tlie Government had under consideration 
the question of providing a graded scale for rebates so ns to enable agriculturists 
to get benefits in projiortioii to the fall in prices and on an equuahle basis. 
Before coming to a decision the Goveruroent would consult party leaders. 'The 
motion was pressed to a division and lost by 21 votes to IG. 

Speaking on the sctoiid resolution, both the Premier and the JRevetiue 
Minister extended their sympathy to the people affected by famine but pointed 
out the difficulty in affording relief from tUc Famine Belief. Fund. However, the 
Ministers assured the House tiint they would see if they could so adjust the 
road-constniction and engineering works as to provide work for the needy. 'The 
Government also expressed their readiness to discuss other means for alleviating riie 
hardship of the people. Tlie resolution was pressed to a division and lost 
by 29 votes. 

Bi;i.ief to Pbabants 

27th. JANUARY :--The Ih-cmier, the hon. Khan Bahadur Allah Bux, this 
afternoon, replying to the debate on the Congress motion recommending to the 
Government to take early If^islative measures to relate relations between 
zamindars and balls (agriculturists) so as to prevent the imposition of all un¬ 
just exactions, observed “The Bind Government have repeatedly declared that they 
will follow the Congress iiolicy and programme. Despite the Assembly Congress 
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Group’s withdrawal of support to the Minist^ and Jndividuol diflerences here 
and there, and also the possibility of Oiibinet eaponsion, 1 reiterate that 
the Cabinet will continue to follow the Congress policy and programme”. 
Continuing, tlie Premier observed •.—•‘In the event of ^sagrwmcnt, I 
rfiall have no objection to referring the matter to the arbitration of the 
Congress High Command.” The Government having, thus, openly declar- 
cfl mar policy, which stood unchanged, the Premier had no desire to put the 
the Congress Party in the wrong. The Congress motion was withdrawn. 

ANTf-DowRV Bill 

28th. JAMUARY -.—Dr. Hemundas Wadhwani introduced a Bill to abolish the 
system of domy prevailing in the province. Explaining the olnects of his Bill, 
l)r. Wadhwiuii stated that the custom had outlived its utility and had be¬ 
come an instrument of oppression. Tbe cusioiii originaled as a result of Hindu 
law winch <Ud not allow daughters to inherit i»arental proi'crty. A dowry was 
given by parents at the time of their daughters’ marriage as gift, but gradually 
the boys’ parents ha<l regarded it as their right. The House accepted the ]>rin- 
ciplc that tlic dowry system prevalent amongst Hindus in Sind should be total¬ 
ly stopped, but owing to want of time, the Bill was held over till the next 
session. The Ho ise then adjourned till the ISth. February. 


Budget Seeuon^Karaehi—13th. February to 30th. March 1939 

COERDPriON IN P. W. D. 

The Budget Session of the Assembly commenced on the 13th. February. 
Two new Ministers, Mr. Bundeh AH Khan Talpur and Mr. Dialmal Daulatram 
took their seats on the tnasury benches, while Sir Qkulam ffuamm Hidayatullah 
was seen occupying the Goremmeut benches. The Government came in for strong, 
criticism at the hands of the Opv>osit.ion, when a private member’s resolution recom¬ 
mending to the Government to bring into effect their recommendations of the 
antl-Corruptlon Committee, with parliciilar reference to tlie Public Works Depart¬ 
ment, was imssed by 18 votes to li I'ho Government o)>po8cd the resolution. A 
vehement attack on the Government’s alleged lethargic attitude in the mattra of 
eradication of the evil was miule by Mr. if. K. Sidhwu, on behalf of the Con¬ 
gress during tlte discussion. Mr. Bidhwa quoted a number of instnnore of coiTup- 
tioii in the P. W. 1)., pointing out that the Government had not acted even after 
this evil had been brought to their notice. It was further nllcgcil that the Govern¬ 
ment were not sincere in their luofession, and the pernicious evil was still preva¬ 
lent though the Ministry had been in office for nearly a year, Replying to the 
debate, Mr. Nichaliat Po^trant, Minister for Public works, refuted the charge 
of inaction. He jiointcd out liow tlie Government had implemented tile recom¬ 
mendations of the Committee wherever possible. He said that the Government 
had issued circulars stating that drastic measures would be taken against officers 
guilty of corruption and tliat honest officers would be rewarded. 

Anti-Dowry Bill (contd.) 

14th. FEBRUARY The Assembly took up consideration of Dr. ffemandaa’s 
Anti-Dowry Bill this afternoon. Speakers on the Bill were unanimous in thdr conde¬ 
mnation of the practice, which was rcsitonsible for ruining many families and 
for a number of marriageable girls remaining unmarried. Miss Jethi Biphia- 
malani, esfKnising the woman’s cause in a spirited speech, considered that the 
right of inheritance for women would remedy this evil. The Bill was eventually 
rrforrcil to a Select Committee for report. 

FiNANCtAL Statement for 1939- 40 

18th, FEBRUARYThe Budget for the year 1939—40 was presented to-day 
by the Premier. Khan Bahadur Allah Bux, The following are some of the items 
for which provision was madeExtension of compulsory primary education; 
grants to local bodies for eilucation of girls; fndliticB for education of Harijan 
cliildren; appointment of lady doctors at Dadii, Nawabshah and Mirpurkhas; 
provision for auti-rabi treatment at all civil liospitals in tbe IVoviiice; opening 
of aildilional agricultural institutes at Malir and Sakraiid; three more veterinary 
dispensaries ; provision for a family budget inquiry among the working classes of 
Eai'acbi; and grants to institutions doing considerable social and medi<^ service. 
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Glie estimates for the revenue section of the Budget are: Bevenue recmpts, Bs. 
3,83,23,000; expenditure deb table to revenue, Ba. 3,7 d, 35,000; revenue surplus Bs. 
688,000. llie Government propose to make use of this surolus for meeting an 
expen^tnre of Bs. 5,07,000 on capital account. The share of Sind in the Income- 
tax is placed at Bs. 3 lakhs in the Budget estimates for 1939—40. In the course 
of an introductory note, the Finance Secretary to Government says that ^e 
revenue receipts for 1939—40 are expected to cover not only the revenue expenditure 
for the year, but also meet five lakhs of capital expenditure. Though this may give 
an unduly favourable impression as to the state of Sind’s finances, a reference to 
the debt position of the Ihrovince shows that they are extremely unsound, llie 
Barrage revenues show no sign of being able to cope with the redemption of the 
Barrie debt and tiie position in 1942—43 is likely to be a desperate one. 
Considerable expenditure is required to rompicte the Barrage and uon-Barrage 
irrigation works and the Province is taking on liabilities in the way of provision for 
education, medical relief, etc., at a rate much faster than that at which the 
revenues arc improving. The statement on the debt position of Bind shows that 
at the end of 1938-39 the Barrage debt will stand at Bs. 24,81,00,(XJO and other 
d^ts at Bs. 4,14,00000. Debt charges provided in the Budget for 1939—40 amount 
to Bs, 1404 lakhs, of which interest charges alone will ne Bs. 1,15,^,000 for 
Barriwe debt and Bs. 16,54,000 for other debts, while Bs. 4,66,000 will be m^e 
for liquidation of former debt. After the presentation of tiie Budget, voting 
on Budget demands for grants commencetl on the 18th. February and continuM 
till the 25th. March and did not evoke any lively interest. 

Om Mavdau Abrests 

24th. MARCH The atmosphere of the Assembly was charged with excitement 
when an adjournment was moved by Hao Sahib Ookuldas in connection wi^ 
to-day’s arrests. Supporters of the motion vehemently opposed the promnigation 
<rf an order under see. 144 against the Satyagrahis, who, they said, were observing 
absolute non-violence. Tltey insisted that the "Om Mandali’’ should be banned 
Sheikh Abdul Majid (Muslim League) appealed to the Ministry to protect the 
religious interests of minorities and suggested the bringing in ot necessary 
legislation to ban the institution, if there was no legal provision at present. Sir 
Qhulam Huesain Hidayatullah, Minister for I^aw and Order, opposing the motion, 
said that those who demanded ^uity siiould come with clean hands. The 
Government had to protect the civil liberties of all. The Hindu Independents had 
been showing the pistols at the two Hindu Ministers. He statra that the 
Government Had tried to satisfy their demands and several girls, major and minor, 
had been restored to their parents. The Government had done everything in their 
power. They would, however, try to find out if there was any law whereby they 
could close the Mandali. Supporting the Government action in promulgating 
orders under Section 144, be said that the processionists indulged in rioting. He 
informed the House that there was now no male member either in the "Om 
Mandali’’ or the '‘Om Nivas”. He added, that cases were proding in the courti 
and if truth was on their side, they would get justice. The l*remier, Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux was mving an account of the genesis of the trouble when the 
allotted time expired and the adjournment motion was ^ns talked out. 

No-confidence on Premier 

80th. MARCHIhe Assembly met in a tense atmosphere to-day when Dr. 
Wadhwani moved bis iio-conlidcnce motion against the Allah Baku Ministry. 
Dr. Wadhwani observed that it was an unpleasant diiW to do it, particularly 
when two of his former colleagues were in the present Cabinet, He add^ that 
the Opposition bod gradually gained strmigtb and were now ^ in a House of 
60 whicli was an indication that the Ministry was losing confidence. He acenseil 
Khan Bahadur Allah Bnksh of not implementing the assessment concessions and 
not keeping bis promises and concluded, saying, that with six formed Ministries and ^ 
members in the Op)>osition, it befitted the Ministry to resign, before the issue 
was decided by the House. Mr. Jamahed Mehta appealed lor a stable Ministiw 
which was the crying need of the Province. He declared that the Ministry had 
no time to carry out its programme. Justifying the expansion of the Cabinet, Mr. 
Mehta said that Khan Bahadur Allah Baku did that with a view to bring about 
stability for the purpose of working out reforms in the province. He oppm^ the 
motion. Mr. G. if, Syed said that twelve months had mapsed and notning con¬ 
crete bad been done by the Ministry, who liad gradually lost confiduce ud 



—30 MAE, *39 ] NO-(X)NFIDENCE ON PREMIER 289 

were now on the brink of n well. Answering Mr. Mehtn’s plea for a ata1>le 
Ministry he saitl Uiat ho «lid not want stability without a party programme. He 
askal Mr. Mehta wliat sUms ho took in the direction of forming a Congress 
ooulition in the province. Mr. Valecha (Congress) refuted Mr. Mehta’s arguments 
that tltc (Jovornmont luwl no time to do anything. Uo observed that the Congress 
was responsible for bringing the Ministry into office, but the Ministi-y had 
hrilen far below their e^jxtetations. Col. Malum observed that Hindu Ministers 
had resigned on the “Om Mandali” issue, in wliich tlie Government had done 
all that could be done. Ho joined the appcai for a stable Ministry and 

retiuested the members to save the Ministry for the sake of the Province. 

After paying tributes to the Premier for his honesty and statemanship, Mr. 
Niohnldtia Vazirani, e.t-Min later, admitted tliat he liad nothing to say against 
the Ministry. On tlic otiier hand, lie thanked tlie I'remior for his service to 
the Province in putting down rank coininunaiism. The only thing he would 
say against him was tliat there was no organiscil jiarty behind him. He assured 
the House that his resignation had nothing to do with anti-Um Mandali agita- 
tation. But he wanted to sot a good oicamplc by obeying his imrty mandate, 
whatever be the grounds which actuated the party to take this course. Ho 
traced the dissatisfac-tion of the i>arty over Muklii Gobindram’s defeat in the 

elation onJcpuly Sjioakif, wliich was due to the defection of some Muslim 

Ministerialists, 'l^c Premier, e))cakiiig next, oliscrvcd that no major issue was 
involved in the censure molioii. Thu real issue, he said, was the Om Mamldi. 

It was nllcgcd (hat the Government did not yield to the unanimous demand 

of Hindus. He must admit that ho would not sulimit to any political influence 
of this kind and things wutiid bo dcciiled on racrils, irrespective of caste or 

religion. He luMcd diat tlie Government’s dociHions so far wore based on merits. 

Ho mjuestcd (he Congress Party to rise to the occasion and coalesce and 
siiare rcsponailulity witli any of the imrtics. The Premier addcii that it was tlie de¬ 
cided ixilicy of the Congress not to create a split in Muslim ranks and he 
thought that their nc(.ion of trying to break tlic Ministry was tantamount to creating a 
split among Muslims. I'lie Premier idso accuBc<l the Conm-css of going back on 
the decision taken at Wardha liy which they had agreed to remain neutral in 
the first session of the Assembly and appealed (o the Congress to vote against 
the motion. There was some heat when Hr. Mahomed Khimo (Congress member) 
took the Congress (o task for joining the Muslim TiCngnoand the Hindu Moba- 
sabha members with a view to defeating the Ministry on flimsy issues. The 
dcliate had not couclude<l when the Assembly adjourned till the nc.'ct day, t^ 
Slst March, when tile motion against the Ministry was withdrawn following a 
conference between the Ministers and the Hindu Independent Party at which 
an understanding was nmclicd. 

Immediately after the withdrawal of the motion, all the members of the 
Hindu Inciependent Parly, with tbo oxcc[>tion of Dr. Hemandaa Wadhwaui, 
crosscil the floor and sat ou the Treasury Benches, amidst tlic ironical diccrs of 
the Muslim League and the Congress Partins. Withdrawing the ‘no-confldence’ 
motion. Dr. Wadhwaui said that though, in pursuance of the understanding 
arrived at last night at the conference between tiic Hindu Independent and the 
Ministerialist Parties he was withdrawing tbo motion, he had his own differences 
with the Hindu Party and had, therefore, resigned from it. 

It transinred that since last night, peace talks were in progress between the 
Hindu and Ministciial Parties, which eventually fnielified. The Premier agreed 
to moot the demands of the J-iindiis to some extent and promised to deal with 
the Cm Mandidi siiitaidy. In future, he would eoiisult the Hindus ou imjior- 
taut matters. There would be uo further expansion of the Cabinet and no more 
Parliamentary Becrefaries would lie a|>poiiiled. The communal ratio in tlic ser¬ 
vices and the rocommondations of the Kctrcnchment and Corruption Committees 
woul<l bo enforced. Messrs. Niehaldas Vazirani and Dialmal Doulatram were 
sworn in as Ministers on the next day. 

The House was, at tiiis stage, prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Orissa Assembly 

Budget Session—'Cuttack^Sth. February to 4th. April 1939 

The Religious Endowments Bill 

The Budget ecssiou of the Orissa TiCgisIativc Assembly eommeneed at Cuttack 
on the 6th. February 1939 niulor the (iresideuey of the lion .Mr. Mukunda Prasad Das, 
the Siieaker, when glowing tributes wore inuJ to the memory of the late Mr. Oirija 
Bhusan Dutt, mombor of the House representing Angul, and Maulana Bhaukat Ali. 
The Premier then moved for cousidoration of the Beloct Committee report on the Orissa 
Religious Endowments Bill. Mr, Urajasundar Das moved an amendment for its 
recommittal to a Select Committee for examination of witnesses. iHc said ^t Qie Bill 
followed the Madras Act, which was not satisfactory. The Premier, Mr. Hiswanath Das, 
replyinf^, explained the main features of the Bill and said that public opinion was 
to-day m favour of proceeding still further in the matter of controlling endowments, 
but wo power of tho L^islaturo was linutod. The recording of evidence by a 
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Sdect Committee van an exceptional procednie and not the nile. Ho felt no 
necessity for recommittal. The amendment was rejected and the Assembly took 
up the Bill for consideration clause by clause. The clauses dealt inter alia with 
the definition of religious endowments and apt)ointmcnt of a Commissioner to 
administer^ the Endowments Department. The (^mmissioncr will bo an officer in 
the executive or judicial service, professing the Hindu religion, and shall be deemed 
as holding an office under the Crown in India. Discussion on clauses of the Bill 
conlinuctTup to the 9th. Felimary when tlio tliird reading of the Bill was passed and the 
Bill became law. The Bill aimed at the projicr iMlministration under Government control 
ol endowments of mutts and temidos, with a separate department with a Commis¬ 
sioner as its head. It also made it necessary to make pro])cr sanitary arrange¬ 
ments for pilgrims atid for tlio care of public, health. Tlie surplus was to be 
diverted to other cliadtablc lines. 

Tltu MOKEYLKNDlcaS Blf.L 

10th. FEBBUARYThe Money-lenders Bill, as it had emerged from the 
Belect Committee, was introduced tonluy by the hon. Mr. Biswanath Dan, I'remier. 
Mr. Q, Thatraj Bahadur movwl an amendment urging recommittal of tl»c Bill 
to a Select GommilUic, Kc sai<l that since it wits on important legislation afrectiiig 
universally Uic people of the I’roviiurc, he felt tliat more caution should be observed. 
He, however, congratiibilod tlio Government on having brought forward a measure 
of tills nature wilii a view to protecting both money-lenders and borrowers. The 
House rejex^ted the amciidinent without a division, after Mr. Bistoanath I)aa had 
explained tlie urgency of tlic measure. He nuinlcii out tlmt it hiul liccn before the 
public for about a year and a half now and onscrvctl‘The value of hold has gone 
down. House property has <leterioraUid, tlie borrowing canaeity of the people has been 
reduced and tlic elrcumstanccs demand nccessaiy iegismtion as the existing laws 
arc insufricieiit to give necessary protcc.Uon. Tliis incasiirc is even small and imperfect 
ill comparison with the vaslriess of tiic problem, but is cxpeiited to give protection 
to the section of ttio people who need more jirotection.” 

rNOf.OSlON OF OttlVA TiUOTS 

11th. FEBROAYA non-oflicial resolution r«iuesting Bio Government to 
eximninnieute die wishes of the House to die Swwetury of State for Indio to take 
immediate steps for Uie iuelusion in Orissa of all the c,Yc1udcd areas lying in the 
provinces of Uciigal, Bihar, Bio (kjiitral I’rovinees and Bcmr and Madras, was 
adopted to-day. 'Ihe resolution was iiiovchI by Mr. U-, C, Thatraj Bahadur and 
was subsequently amcndixl. It had tlie support of all ms; I ions of the House. In 
the course of discussion cmiduisis was laid on Bic inclusion of Hingbhum district. 
Mr. Biawanath Baa, Bie I’remier, sjxiuking on the resolution, said Biat iiinler 
Section tiOO of tlic Government of India Act, the Secretary of Slate for India was 
to lie moved in tlic matter throngli tlic Govern incut of India. Mr, Dos oildcd Biiit 
imbliu opinion hail to lie raobiliswl in Uiis matter. The people of Bic Oriya areas 
111 Bie ailjoiiiing provinces should organise themselves so as to make the necessary 
re]>rcsentatioiis to the Gongress High Oommaiid and to the Governments of the 
various provinces. The Orissa Govornment were prepared to represent the matter 
to the Government of India. 

Minimum Wages Taxation Bii.l 

Mr. Pyari fiankar Roy next moved for consideration of the Fixation of the Mini¬ 
mum Wages Bill. The lion. Mr. Nityuuanda Kanungo, 8|icaking on behalf of the 
Government, said that wltilc they were not op)>osc<l to such a mcasiiTo it would bo 
good if a raiiprochemciit between laiiour ami capital was yiossiblc. Mr, Roy 
withdrew his motloii in view of the Government’s diaire fur a rapprochement. 

HlOU OOOET FOB ObJSSA 

Srimati Sarala Devi’s resolution for Bic setting up of a eommittc to 
investigate the question of liaving a separate High Court was withdrawn after Mr. 
Bodhram Dtibey, Miuister, hail stated that the matter would be considered by tlie 
Government. Mr. Dubey addcil that the Government were not up]x>scd to having 
a separate High Court but explained Bie difficulties. They preferred a full-fledgoa 
Court to any oBier projxisal like a judicial coromissionci’s court. 

BTIPF.ND TO ViDYA MANDIB STUDENTS 

IStb. FEBRUARY:—The Assembly considered the demands for supplementary 
grants under dUfereut heads to-day. Ecplyhig to the cut motion on tue demand 
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foi Rfi. 1,319 towards the expenses of seven students, who had been deputed to 
Wordba to receive training in the Vidya Mandir Training School at Watillia, the 
Hon. Mr. Bodhram Duhey, Minister for Edneatton, stated that the present system of 
education was out of date and had been able only to produce clerks. The Basic 
Education system, ho said, would be able to impart such education ns to enable 
students to earn their livelihood. As the flnaucial condition of Orissa was unsound 
the Government proposed to start, ns a first step, 25 schools all over the Province 
and a training school for the purpose would be started in May next on the return 
of the students from Wardha. The cut motion was withdrawn. All the su]>{>le- 
mentary demands under the head ‘Education’ were passed. 

The MoNKYLENDEns Bnj, (contd.) 

14th. to 25lh. FEBRUARYThe Assembly took up for discussion to-day the Orissa 
Money-Lenders Bill clause by clause. Opposing an amendment, which sought to 
include co-operative societies wUhiu the purview of the Bill, Uic hon. Mr. Biswmath 
Das, ^ Premier, stated ^at the (loyenimcnt intended to bring a sciiaratc measure 
to raide cooperative societies and limit the interost chargeable by tlicm to 9 per cent. 
He further stated tliat the Government had ]>T 0 p 08 alB to make the co-operative societies 
work more eflicicntly. The amendment was put to vote and declared lost. Next day, the 
15th. February, clauses three to eight were passed, which dealt, inter alia, with the 
registration of money-lenders and the duration of registration certificates. Next day, the 
16to. February, the House passed Uie second reading of Uio Bill, excepting for a few 
minor amendments from the G|iposition and Uie Government, 'i'lic main object of the 
Bill wjw to regidatc money-lending trausacUoiis and grant relief to debtors, 'riic Bill 
made it compulsory for money-lenders to register themselves and fixed Oic maximum 
rate of interest at nine and twmvo ))or cent ])cr annum on secured and iiusocnrcd loans 
respectively. Mr. Binwanath Das, IVemter, said that the Bill contained clauses aifee- 
ting certain Central Acts, which would noccssarily involve its reference to tlie Governor- 
General. The } rouse tlien odjonnied till tlie 25Ui. February, when it passed thetliird 
reading of the Bill by 30 votes to J ami this noUtary champion of Uie cause of die 
mmicy-lendcrs was Mr. Viswanadham liaju, who limi fought and fought bravely for 
preserving the vested rights of the money-lenders during the eonsidcration of the Bill, 
clause by clause. 

Opium Amenoment Bn,i. 

Witliiu ten minutes Uie AsseniMy passed the first, second and third readings 
of the Opium (Orissa Amendment) Bill, 1939 which aimed nt amending the Opium 
Act, 1878, in its application to tlio province of Orissa. The Hon. Mr, Bodhram Dube 
thanked the members for passing Uie Bill wiUiont any discussion even as it imUeated 
that they had given their full support to the excise policy followed by the 
Government. 

Fikanoiai, Statement foe 1939-~40 

26th. FEBRUARYNo fresh taxation proposals were announced in the speech 
of the hon. Mr. Biswanath Das, I’remicr, when be introduced the Budget esti¬ 
mates of the province for the year l9:J9-40 to-day. Mr. Pas admitted that his Budget 
was a deficit one in Uie sense that it reduced “the free balance of Rs. 7.‘?8 lakns, 
which is loss than Uic minimum treasury and bank balance of Rs, 9 laklm. In 
spite of our rctrcnchmeut and economy, there is bound to bo growtli of expenditure 
ill all iiaUon-building departments.” A reference to the actuals of ox^icndituro 
for_ 1930-37 showed that tlie cx)ieiiditurc during •^e year was Rs. 1,50 laklis, 
while the revised esUmate for 101x3-39 is Bs. 1,92 lakhs and the budget estimate for 
1939-40 is Rs. 202 lakhs. 

Referring to Prohibition, Mr. Biswanath Pas said"Rev. C. P. Andrews has 
very prominently brought to our notice the opium evil in Orissa. We have, however, 
taken a more ambitions and comprehensive scheme which includes all iiitoxieaiits. 
The annual income imdcr Excise was Ks. 32.78 lakhs in 1936-37. Our Excise programme 
is rapected to reduce this revenue by Rs. 9J lakhs, which is 30 per cent of the 
entire Excise revenue. _We decided to start prohibition in Balasorc Distriet. Ihe 
first step in this direction was taken by resorting to restricted and r^ulated sale of 
opium under strict State control, in the district from October 1938, whore all shops 
were closed and fourteen shops only u-erc opened on the borders of the district. 
Certain other Excise reforms, combined wiUi restricted sale of opium during the 
curreut year, are expected to result in a reduction of Rs. 2 lakhs in revenue during 
the current^y<>ar, 1®-M.” The full effect of Excise reforms in all directions during 
the year 1939-40, said the Premier, reduced the revenue by a farther Rs. 7J lakhs or 
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or by Rb. 9J lakhs compared with their nsual income under the head. “Added to 
this loss of revenue, we nave provided in 1939-40 to spend in Balasore on propagan^ 
Rs. 11,248, besides increased preventive staff which costs us Es. 44,342 and Rs, 
22,840 for treatment of addicts. I’rohibition, therefore, in the first year of it^tart, 
by loss of revenue and increase of expenditure is expected to cost us over 33 per 
cent of our Excise revenue. 

“Preparations are afoot to undertake a country-wide literacy campaign in_a 
rcgnlatod manner in Ute course of three years. A sum of Rs. 1,000 has been put in 
the budget to ci)nl)lc Honourable Members to discuss this question. It is expected 
tliat the activities may cost almut a lakh of rupees in tlic course of_ tliis year. 
Our attempts to make men literate are useless it what little is learnt is soon for¬ 
gotten. It is, Uicuitorc, proposed to carry on a library movement also, with a cen¬ 
tral library at the luadqiiarters, as is Ix'ing done in fiaroda. 'Jlrc Budget provides 
a sum of Rs. 2.5,0JO for tliis_ library movement, as also for a contribution to libraries 
in Municipal areas. Early in 1938, an oHuIitl and a non-oflicial were deputed to 
Baroda to study the library inovctiuuit in tlm Blidc.” Tlie Budget also provides half 
a lakh of riq^cs for constriK'tian of a iiiuseuni. A step is proposed to lie taken in 
the direction of compulsory jirimary cducaiimi iu Municipalities, Union Boards 
and also Notified Arcus and tlic Budget provides Rs. 25,000 for these purposes. 

Genebat. Discussion of Btidciet 

a7tii. A 28tb. FEBRDAY:-The general discussion of the Budget was taken 
np on the 27lh. k'han Bahadur Ahmed Baknh, wlulc eungratulating the Government for 
not imimsing fresh taxation, said tliut adoption of Oriya language as a medium 
of instructioii would crciilc a great disauvimtuge to Muslim stndcidB as tlicy 
would have to learn three languages vis. English, Urdu and Oriya. Bo far ns 
Muslims were concerned tlic Budget w.^s disappointing. Mr. K. AT. V, Raju 
said that there was no proimsal for remission of land tax in tlic Budget. Boutli 
Orissa had also been badly laid down as ripiards allocation of money for new 
schemes. Rev. E, M. Evans, while congratulatuig Govenimcnt for its iiolicy on 
Prohibition, thought that it bad not gone far enough, 'llicre had been, he thou¬ 
ght, too much of window dressing. Ho regretted tliat no reference had been 
mailo r^arding the building of the new capital. 1 he Assembly had pionoiineed its views 
and a resolution hud already been passed. The public were luixious to know and were 
asking questions and the Miuistry should state what actions had up till now been taken 
with regard to this matter. Mr. AMus Sobhun Kltav, while crilicising the Budget, 
characterised Hitler as the greatest man of the world and roused erics of “question”. 
Oontinning Mr. Khun saiil tluit Hitler had asked the people not to believe in 
merchants and missionaries and he waiiteil to add to this galaxy also Uio Mmisters. 
Bwami Bichitrananda Das, wliilc congratulating the Ministry on launching a bold 
programme of constructive work and the I’roliibition scheme, urged the necessity of 
floating a loan for further dcveloi'ineiit. ITiey must industrialise the country and raise 
the standard of living of the ix»)i]o. Sj. Mahon Das said that the present 
budget hod clearly proved that in spite of tlic desire to help the people it was not 
}>OBBiblo to frame a popular budget witliin the limitations of the Government 
of India Act. He held the Priiici|.al and the I'rofessorB resiionBible for reported 
indiseipliiic among the students of the Ravenshaw College and pressed for an 
enquiry. Sj. Byarisankar Boy, while congratulating the Government urged for 
changes in factory laws so that labourers might live ns men. The House then 
adjourned till tlie _ next day, the 88lli, February, when ^e Baja Bahadur ti/ 
of KhalUkote, siieakiug first, congratulated the Government on their attempt at 
Prohibition. He thought that the Btntra’ problems should have by this time 
been solved with proper co-operation of the Orissa Govenimcnt. Bcfcrnng to the 
appointment of Committees and experts, the siieakcr regretted that &ir work 
had not produced proportionate results. Continuing, the Raja Bahadur eimreased 
satisfaction at Government’s attempt to harness water falls of Eorapnt District 
for producing Hydro-Elcctrie jiowcr. Whatever might have been, the Bpeato 
continued, the neglect of Bihar and Orissa to North Orissa, Bouth Orissa was 
not very much n^lceted by the Madras Government. The people of South Orissa 
were rather worn off under the Orissa Government. The Kaja Bahadur fur&er 
stated that eo-operative banks in North Orissa hod miserably railed. No provision 
seemed to liavo been made for refund of deposits of individuu depositors, although 
some provision had been made for paying up dues to the Bibu Proving 
Co-operative Biuik. Iu conclusion, he deprecated propaganda for non-payment 
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of rent and held Government reaponsible for not checking these activities. 
Sm. Sarala Devi (Congress), while conpntulating the Government, asked for 
more money for education of women in the Itavenshaw Girls’ School and wanted 
a hi!^ school for girls in each district. Mr, O. C. Thatraj felt disappoint^ at 
the Budget as promises of previous years had not been fulfilled. In view of the 
financial (losition lie could not iiistity launching of Prohibition scheme on such 
a large scale. Mr. Bisioanaih ha». Premier, replying to the debate, said that no 
budget, under the csisting conditions of the Government of India Act, could be 
popular, even though it was framed by a impuhir Ministry, because of the rcstric- 
tiona placed on them under the Act. Ilcsiucs, the finances of tlie provimte were 
poor and consciiucntly Orissa’s Budget was a ]^r man’s budget. He explained 
that actually the deficit was not as much as Ks. 18 lakhs but only Bs, 1,22.000 
because of the uUlisaliou of tlic liist year’s balances this year. Tlefcrring to the 
charge of huUffercncc towards the Partially Excluded Areas, Mr. Das gave flgnr- 
res of income amt oxiicnditurc in Gaiiiam and Kurapiit districts, wliicli showed 
a deficit of Rs. 7} lakhs. He claimed that the Ministry had tried to improve 
ttie eoiidilions “in every way, even at the cost of ourselves”. He ho|.icd that 
their efforts to utilise tlie fVignra waicr-falls would materialise which would 
lead to the introducliou of useful schemes, 

VOTINU ON BudOKT DEMANDS 

ISih. to SSth. MARCH: —Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced on the 
18th. Mardi. Mr. Nityannuda Kanungo, Rcrcnito Minister, moved a demand for 
Ks. 4,30,(£8 under laml revenne. Khan Bahadur Ahmad Bux, moved a cut 
motion to draw attention to the '‘inordiiialo delay in the partition of the estates.” 
The motion was wilhdiuwn after the Minister hatl replied. The Khan Bahadur 
moved another cut motion to discuss Uic failure of the khas mohal aiithoiities 
to provide lands for cattle grazing for their estates in Outtat'k, and referred to 
the hardships of Uie khas mahal tenants. Mr. Brajasundar Das, Bnpimrting the 
cut motion, said that the hardships Unit had l)ecn removed from Uio tenants under 
zamindars, sUli existed in khas mahal areas. The Revenue Minister, replying, 
said that free grazing ground could not reawmably be provided in towns. The 
cut motion was defeated and the Assembly adjourned till Monday, the 20th. 
Mmb, when the House resumcil discuasion on Raja Bahadur of Khallikote’s 
cut motion on the demand for Be. 4,i$r>,(K(8 to defray charges under land revenue. 
Mr. Fatnaik, supitorting the motion moved on Saturday, criticised the Govern¬ 
ment decision to take up survey operations in the zamindari areas of the Uanjam 
district. He said that this was not a proixtr time to undertake oiHirations, as ucitlicr 
the zamindars nor the tenants wcroinaixisition to]>ay. The sjicaker did not deny 
the Government’s powere to order a survey, but sncli imwcrs ought to be exer¬ 
cised in special circuinatanccs. Griticiziiig tire cenond land revenue policy, Mr. 
Fatanoik stated tlint Uic Ministry was entirely following the bureaucrats and are 
“worse tlian bureaucrats”. Khan Baliadiir Ahmed Bux, supporting the motion, 
rderr^ mainly to zamindai's in the tcmimrary-sctllcd estates in north OiissA 
He Bind that by passing Uie Tenancy Amendment Act the zemuidars had lost a 
substantial part of tlusr income and their status had been so adversely olfectcd 
that it became imtxwsiblc for them to keep their revenue obligations. ‘‘'The zemin¬ 
dars are dead,” said the sjicaker, “and Uiey will be buried any day the sale law 
is enforced.” Last September, the Klian Bahadur continnea, nearly 70 estates 
were sold for areas of revenue in Cuttack alone, and this year conditions have 
become worse still, about 1X(X) towzics being in arrears. Next day, the 2l8t. March, 
the House passed the lauidi Bevenue demand and dtsenssed the Excise Policy 
of the Governmmit when Mr. Bodhram Dube, Minister, moved a demand for Rs. 
8,02,783 under “Excise.” Mr. Brajasundar Das, deputy leader of the Opposition, 
mov^ a cut in the demand by a rav>ec to discuss tire fall in excise revenue 
and the e^e of date juice in students’ hostels. Mr. M. O. Fatnaik, sup¬ 
porting the cut motion, characterized the excise policy of the Government as 
^thou^tlcss.” Mr. Bodhram Dtdie, rcplyingto the debate, said that Balasore was a 
notorious district for opium consumption. The opium prtfiiibition scheme of the 
Govemmeut was a bold step. Continuing, Mr. Dube accused the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment of trying to reduce the price of opium in the neighbouring district by 
as much as fK) per cent. The cut motion was defeated. Next day^ the 22nd. 
March, the House adjourned after five minntes’ sitting, the only busuiess before 
the House b^g the presentation of the supplementary demands, and the de¬ 
mand for Rs. 39,7^ undm; “Btamps.” A cut motion by Mr. Brajasundar Das 
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yim Tciocted andtiic demand was passed. Next day, the 33rd. Blareh, the House 
asscnlM to tile demands under the licads “Forest” (Bs. .5,27,538), lieji'islration (Ba. 
1,50,730) and “Irrimition” (lls. 5 49,43‘>) 'fho House divided when Bao Saliib D. Y, 
Rnjurkar pressed his token out of Bo. 1 nnder the head “Industries” urj!;in<:; the removal 
of Mr. 0. L. Gupta (who was not a domicile of tlie province) from the post of 

Deputy Director of Industries. The motion was defeated by 18 votes to 57. 

Next day, the 24th. March, the claims of Moslems in the services were put for¬ 
ward by Khan Bahadur Aimed Box when the House discussed the grants 
under “Gencrid Administration.” Mr. Biswanath Da», the Premier, replying, said 
that soon after the creation of the province, the Government came to the con¬ 
clusion to do away with the commniiiil rotation of services. Ho described the 

minorities of the province as members of a joint family. The Government, the 
Premier said, always did their best to accommcMlatc not only Moslems but also 
odier minorities oi tlvo province. Out of 20 sub-dcjiiity collectors recruited last 
time, one was a Mohammedan. Bince Moslems constitute about 2^ per cent of 
the iKipulation thcji got rcprcscutation in the same service at 5 per cent. The 
cut motion was withdrawn. Nc.xt day, the 25th March, the Premier replying to 
the cut motions observed : -“There is a strong feeling that the outhxik of the ofll- 
cials was not cluinged yet The Uongress aims to see the otlicials discharge 
their duties worthy of their res|)onsibiiii.y. I want to feel the change. They are 
not more or less than public scrvaiils and Uktc would ho a proi>or approi'.hition 
of their work unless they came to tliiit Htiuulanl. The Premier added tliat the 
Gnigrcss Goieriiiiieut luul nut done aiiylhiiig to create a feeling of uisccnrity 
ill the country. _ He miiiiitainud that white Uie }>Tevioiis (iovcriimcnt had a soft 
comer for ccrUuii classes, the present Goveniiiieiit, being representative of the 
interests of the iKXipic, had to keen a liaUuicc and see that the claims of all 
thccomniuiiilics were duly met 'i’ho I'rciuter indicated that the Government 
might etfect economy by furtlicr rctruni'hineiit and might bring forward proiiosids 
for fresh tn.salioii to make up ttio deficit in the present budget The cat motion 
was witlidrawn and the dciiiuiid for Us. 22,(r),37i was jiassoii. The House then 
adjouriicd till Monday, tlic 27th. March, whcii a warning tliut the Government 
would be compelled to “take drastic ocUoii if papers continue to publish arti¬ 
cles which arc considered iiida-ciit mid wanting in decorum’' was given by the 
hoii. Mr. Bodhram Duhe. in (he course of Ids reply to the ‘cut’ motion on the Eilucntiou 
grant. The Miuisicr stated tiiat although the Guvcnimciit had given frccilom of Press 
Ihcy wore no( prcparal to couiitonaiico the iiuliilgonce of “iiofarioiis publication”. Next 
day. 29th. March, a cut motion on a supplementary demand imder the bead “Bdnca- 
tioii” was earvieil towards the close of to-ibiy’s silUng without a division. When the 
Premier cJialleiigcil a division, Mr, NanU Kishore Dag, who occupied the Chair in the 
absence of tlie Bpeaker, informed him that a ihvisioii liad already becui taken. The 
Premier urged withdrawal of tiio motion. This was rosental by tlio Oi>|X)8itlon. Mr. 
Brajaeuudar Das, JiCader of tlie Opposition, criticised the Premier’s aetion 
declaring that it would be betUw for them to withdraw, lliercnpon, they walkm 
out of the House. Earlier, the House voUsl tJie remaining Budget dcmonils 
under the heads “medical" (Ws. 8,33,377), “public health” (Hs, 2,87,8Cy), “agriculture” 
(Bs. 2,32,478), “votei inary” (Bs. 114,5i:H) and “Co-oiierntioii” (Ks. I,fl0,3^). The 
House next took up the supplementary dciiiunds. Mr. Brajnswular Das, moving 
a cut on the medical dcroaiul, urged the ntisiiig of the status of the Orissa mediciQ 
Bcliool into a college. Mr. Raj Krushna Bose, ]iarIiiimeuUiry secretary, speaking 
on bclialf of tiie Govonimciit. suitl that tlie medical irolletw would roqidre an iiiititu 
expenditure of about Bs. 2U luklis and a romirriiig oxpcnuitnrc of about three Inkhs. 
Tlie question of a college could not be taken up for some time. Voting on Budget 
demands then concluded and the Uouse ndiourned. 

OFi’iciATi Bills Passkp 

80th. MABCHThere liciiig no oiiestion the Assembly was finished to-day 
within 15 minutes. On the moliuii of Hon. Bodhram Dube, the Urissa Court Fees 
(Amendment) Bill was rcfeiTcd to a select committee. 

Tile House then passed the Madras Estates Laud (Orissa Amendment) Bill, 
The object of the Bill was to stop the eviction of right in soil, i.e., Kudivoram 
rights in the main lands till the Slst March 1040. Next day, (ho Slst. March, the 
Assembly met for five miunles when Mr. Bistvanath Das, Premier placed on the 
table sel^ales of authorized expenditure for 1930-40 and supplementary expenditure 
for 1938-30 approved by the Governor under scctiotis 80 and 81 of the Government 
of India Act, lespectivdy. The Assembly then adjourned until April 3. 
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No^-OFFICIAL BUiLS Disovssisd 

8rd. ft 4th. APRIL: —Non-o!Hoial Bills wore taken up to-day. Mrs. Sarala Hevt'did 
not move her Orissa Howry Abolition Rill. 

Mr. Braja Bundar Das, Deputy L«>dor of the Opposition next moved for 
reference of the ManaKeracnt of Estates Rill to a select committee. He referred 
to the economic conditions of zemindars. The Bill was intended for taking up 
the management of cstiites by the Court of Wards in eases of voluntary ofTers 
from zemindars. This proaeduro, Mr. Df» said, was also likely to case the 
situation created following the recent tenancy legislation. Mr. Pyari Bankar Roy 
moved riiat the Bill be circulated. Mr. Nityananda Kanungo, supporting Mr. Roy’s 
motion for circulation, referred to the allegation of the Opposition that the Govern¬ 
ment were attempting to muzzle the Oppositian by their measures. The Minister 
said that they were very anxious to have the Opposition’s consider^ opinion 
even if they were contrary to the Government's proixisals. Referring to the Bill, 
ho said that it touched the very land revenue system prevalent in the deltaic 
part of North Orissa. The Government had already appointed a special staff 
to make imiuirios but sudlclcnt material had not yet been collcctol. 
In accepting Mr. Boy’s amendment after being satisfied witli the Minister’s 
statement, Mr. Daa wanted the Govoriimont to circulate the Bill in verna¬ 
cular to have better publicity. Next day, the 4lh, April, Mr. O. C, TkatraJ 
Bahadur moved a resolution urging the Govornincnt to take immediate 
steps for an inquiry into the social anil economic condition of Oriyas living in 
outlying Oriya tracts. The Maharaja of Parlakitnedi, 0|>positiou Le^cr, 
supporting the resolution, stressed the necessity for an inquiry into the grievances 
of Oriyas outside, before any attempt was m.adc for the inclusion of tlio areas in 
which they lived in Orissa. Sir. Biswanath D t», rremier, opjiosing the resolution, 
stressed the advisability of friendly intervention instead of following the course 
contemplated in the resolution. Besides, a 1‘rovincial Government could not conduct 
such an inquiry. In respect of concrete instances, the Ih-ovincial Government 
would correspond with the Governments concerned. Ho concluded that a 
constitutional agitation should emanate from places where there were inconveniences, 
and Oriyas should make themselves felt. If, by all these processes, they conld not 
get tlieir grievances redressed, tliey could approach the Oongress High Command. 
The resolution was rcjectcil without a division. 

A resolution by Mr. Thatraj Bahadur seeking to bring down the Motor 
Vehicles Tux prevailing in filoutii Orissa to the Nort Orissa rates, was withdrawn 
after the Premier gave a hint that Uic tax previuling in Nonh Orissa would be 
raised to the rate prevailing in South Orissa. 'The House was then prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Frontier Assembly 

Budget SeMion—Peshawar—17th. March to 6th. April 1939 

Financial Statkmknt for 1939—40 

The Budget eesHion o£ the North West Frontier IxjgiBlativo Assfimhly com¬ 
menced at PcBnawar on the 17th. Mareh 1930. A proixwal to introduce a Motor Bpirits 
and Lubricants Retail Sales Ta.\ation Bill on the linos of the Bills wliich were under 
considcralion in other Provinces, was the only taxation contemplated by the Govern¬ 
ment, ^•conllng to tlio Budget for 1939-49 uitrodmed to-day by Dowan Bhanju Bam 
OatulM, tJio hlnance Minister, wJio snmnuirir.c(l the [losilioii ns follows 
Receipts inejusive o! oiKming balance Rs. l,93,3(t,000. £Lx|H»iditare incluiling 
new recurring aiid uon-rccuning charges Rs. 1.80,43,(XX). Balance Rs. 
0,80,(XX), The Minister said that under education substantial amounts luid 
been provhlod for crcaflng more educational facilities. Under medical the 
Government proposed to augment tiio existing facilitios in rural disiicnsarics, 
and improve medical insiitiiUons exclusively catering for fcinalrs. In the 
department of agriculture, witli a view to intnaliiciiig scientific and up-to-date 
methods of proiluction and marketing, a provision liad l)ccn_ made for experiments 
to bo carried out on economical motliods of fruit preservation and marketing of 
jirodiic.ts. The nw^l of iiidiistriaUsuiion of the Province had also not been forgotten, 
(^nclmling the Minister referred to the increasing disturbances iu the province, 
riots and raids from without, it was a pity, lie saiil, that the Government had not 
BO far liccu successful in persuading tlic Oiitral Government to extend their helping 
hand in compenmitiiig tho iinrortiiimte victims, to wliom he extended his heartfelt 
sympathy, 

Bloukade Against Tribe 

18th. MARCHAn adjournment motion, moved by Sarclar Aurangzeh Khan, 
leader of tho Opj>o8itioii, to discuss tlic bio rkade against the Ahroadzai Wazir 
tribe Jii Bannn District, was lost without a division lo-ilay. Considerable heat was 
occasioned by a member of Uie House associating the names of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Klutn Abdul Cibatfar Khan with Uio present tribal iwlicy of tho Froutier 
Government, leading to another member cliarHcterising it as a ‘•shameful” remark. 
On another member objecting to tho word ‘‘shameful” os unparliamentary, Mr. Arhab 
Abdul Oajfar Khan, who was rcsjHinsible for making it, was asked by the Biicakcr 
to confine himself to the motion but tlic former holding tluit ho was not being 
allowed to reply to the allegations against Mr. Gandhi and Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan, declined to pnrticiimte further in tho ddbatc. After a number of speakers had 
cntieiacd the blockade, tho Bretnier replied justifying it on the ground that every 
oppprtunity had been given to the tribe to mend uicir ways but to no purpose. The 
motion was nltimately lost. The House ^eu adjourned tul tho 2()th. 
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Ministebs* Allowakoes Bile 

SOth. MARCH A ruling of coneidorablc importance was givoi to-day by 
Malik Khuda Sux, the Bpeato, when Dexean Bhanjuram, the Finance Ministm, 
aonght the leave of the Mouse to introdnee the Frontier Ministers’ Salaries (Amend¬ 
ment) Bill which sought to authorise the l*rovincial Government to make rules for 
regulating the tyrant of travelling and daily allowances to Ministers. Mr. Abdur 
Rab Niahtar raised a point of oracr stating that the Bill Avas ultra vires of the 
I’rovincial Legislature. He argucel that Section 51 of the Government of India Act 
provided that, once the salaries of Ministers were fixed by an Act of the Legislature, 
the same could not bo changed during their tenure of ollieo. If allowances were 
considered a pmt of the salaries, Mr. Nislitar contended, the same could not be 
changed according to Section 51, unless the Ministry resigned. If the allowances 
were not a ^tart of the salaries, the TiCgislatnro was not capable of passing any Act 
pruvidiiifj; for the same. The Finance Minister, on behalf of the Government, stated 
that similar Acta were passed in other legislatures in India, and the Bill was drafted 
with the coneurreiicc of the Government of India. The Advocate-General, Bardar 
Bahadur Baja Singh, explaining the legal impluyitions, said that an analr^ous 
Bill had already been passed by the 1 louse, and it was widiln tlunr competence to 
legislate a mcusiire of this character. Admitting the Bill and overruling Mr. 
Mishtar’s point of order, the Speaker observed tliat the Government of India Act 
did not spcciftcnlly authorise Uie TiCgislatiire to legislate for allowances of Ministers. 
As a matter of fact, tlie H|icakcr added, the omission bciume very potent 
wheii he saw that there was a special provision for the grant of allowances to mem¬ 
bers, but tlierc was a conspicuous absence of any proviHion for fixing allowances to 
Ministers. The final autliority to fldulc the jKunt, the Kiicaker continued, was the 
Govenior-General wting in his discretion, rvlio luid not been properly approached 
to decide the iKiiiit and issue a ]>ublic notification. 

The House next referred to a select committee the N. W. F. I’r. Motor Spirit 
and Lubricants Taxation Bill, to be re|)or(e<l by the 31st. Mareh. 

OUNIUIAI, l)lH(!U«aiON OP BunoET 

81st. to 22nd. MARCH :~-Thc geiieml discussion of the Biulget coromencod on 
the 21st March and on tlic next day, the 22ud. Mareh, a suggestion that the 
Frontier Congress Ministry should create a deadlock if the central Goveruroent 
refused to grant furdier substantial subvention to Uie province was made by Mr. 
Abdur Bab Khan Niahtar. Ueferring to tlic statement of cxjienditurc, Mr. Nisbtar 
said that in the face of the Congress detdaralion that the Federal sclicmo was not 
aeec))table to the country, the pro)X>sal tii tlic Budget to meet exi>cn8C8 
for ofilecrs who would conduct Federal elections ivcre deplorable. Mr. Tekchand 
Dhtuqra drew the povernmeut’s attention to the increasing lawlessness in D^ra 
Ismml Khan District and apjieuleil to the I’remier to restore security of life in that 
district. Mr. Faquir Khan ((/uiigrcss) disiU!Tccd ivilh the jircseut policy of the 
Ministry with rcgavil to law and order and opined tliat a firmer hand was required 
to enubcate anarchy from tlio rroviiiec. Replying to tlic criticism levelled against 
bim,_ the Finance Minister refuted Uie argument that financial position of the 
I'rovlnce was not ^uitd. Ho ossoemted himself with Uus House over Uie question 
of further subvention from the Gciitral Government and thanked Mr. Nislitar for 
tile suggestion by which the Central Goveriinient would bo compcllal to agree to 
their demand. 

Non-officiai. Biuii Discussed 

8Srd. MARCH:—The Ilonso passed to-ilay Lala Tekchand DMngra's N. W. F. 
P. Artificial Ghee Colourisation Bill. The House next referred to tlie Belect Oommittee 
Dr, C. C. Ohoah’s N. W. F. P. Uiiidu Religious Endowment Bill, the Committee 
to report by the next session of the Assembly. 

Official Ru.i.s Passed 

84tli. MARCHThe Assembly had a two-hours’ sitting to-day in the course of 
which it passed the Courts Regulation (amendment) Bill, siioiisorcd by the I’l'cmicr, 
thr N. W. F. P. Ministers’ Halarics (Amendment) Bill, and the Speaker's and 
Deputy Spei&et’s Salaries (Amendment) Bill moved by Uie Finance Minister. 

Non-official Resolutions 

25th, MARCH :—^The House unanimously passed to-day Khan Pir Bakah Khan's 
resolution recommending to the Provincial Government to make adequate arrangements 
for giving military cducatioii to tl^ people of the province. Khan Abdur Bab Niahtar 
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the relation, Bt&tin); that province needed military traininf;. not for 

sring the British Government’s designs but to safegnard the interests of the-pro- 
viuce. Qazi Attaullah, Education Minister and Amir Mohd Khan, Parliamentary 
Sccrota^, spoke on behalf of the Government. 

VoTXMO ON BonoET Demands 

87tli. to 29fh. MARCHThe opposition rallied their full forces to measure their 
strength with the Government to-day when tlie Assembly look up voting on 
demands for grants. There were Uirec cut motions under tlie head “Education”. 
The Opposition challenged a division on one of tlicse, and lost by 24 votes to 22. 
The entire demand of Ks. 23,97,ODD in rcsiio^t of Education moved by Qazi AttauUa 
Khan, Education Minister, was T)aS8ed. Qlie Government spent lis. ^ lat^s on 
Education annually, or a siath of their revenue, stated Qazi Attaullah Khan, in an 
appeal to the public and to the Oiiposition to co-operate with the Government to 
stamp out illiteracy. Nest day, the 28th. Mareh, imi<orlant observations on the 
Tribal problem were made liy the I’rcmier, Dr. Khan Sahih, when he replied to 
the debate on the demand for a grant of Ita. SD.rjri.dCX) in respect of “Police”. The 
I’reinier said, “The dialurlmrices in the Tribal territory are n misfortune to our 
I’rovince. 1 have expressed tlie view, odicially and non-ofttcially, that the only 
solution is that tlie 'i'ribal Area and the ])eople who are owners of that land, should 
be left alone {shouts (4 “Hear, hear”). If this is done, 1 have every ho]rc that tliis 
question, which is within the roach of die I’rovincinl Government, will bo settled 
very amicably”. The Premier continued, “Force is a vci-y (hiugerous thing. You 
cannot coerce i^coplc by force, Mntnnl goodwill, honesty, and (he gaining of the 
people are tlie only solution.” llcfcrrhig lo the ciilii isni of the police, the Premier 
said : “Our t olice are the best in India and dicy are doing Oicir utmost to servo 
the people honestly without communal considerations. 'Jhere is no difference 
between a constalile loul me, for we ixith wo public servants.” The Govei-nmeut, 
the I’remicr added, ha<l reilucod expenses on the police i>y Bs. 86,000 since they 
came into {tower. Addressing die (l]i|iositiou IhsicIuh), Dr. Khan Sahib said tltot 
tlie Government were not reverting to the Frontier Crimes Beuulatioii with any 
ulterior motive, but in order to bring “hireil assassiim to book’’. “'Jhis Govonimcnt,” 
die Premier added, “is never actuated by any motive hut justice.” lie aptiealcd to 
the House to curb the spirit of commuiialhni in die province, whatever dieir 
political views miglit be. Dr. Kluiii Saliib condudwi: “fjit us fight on difi'creiit 
political platforms, but let us colialxirnlc to maintain die peace of the province, and 
8<-hievo die goal of liliei'ty, wliich is difficult to attain.” Tlie discussion on the 
Government grant in rcsjiwt of Police was laiscd on a “cut’ inolion by Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Khan (Congress) who, after the Premier’s spcwli, withdrew the motion. 
Dr. C. C, Ohoah also witlidrcw his motion, and the grant was passed. Mr. Abdvr 
Rehman said that the increasing lawlessness on the hVoiitier had brought a bad 
name to diis Congress province and, lie was of die o]>inion, diat noii-co-oiicradoii 
with die Ministry on the part of high police otliccrs was responsible for the growing 
unrest Sardar Ajit Sint/h urged the ITemier to completely overhaul the working 
of ^e police ilcjiattmeiit 'Jho police, ho contended, were n^lccting their duty 
with the result that there was appalling iiicruase in crime. Next day, the 2fith. March, 
the Assembly concluded voting on die Bngct dcinniids. During discussion on a 
cut motion, Dr. Khan Sahih, Ih-enuer, declared that ho was trying his best to 
exclude all military elements from the Judicial liepartmeut and he was in 
correspondence in this connection. 

SBliSTmE OF FIEE-ABMS 

Both. MARCH To-day’s proceedings miunly related to Sirdar Aura^zeb 
Khan’s adioimimcnt motion regarding the scisiirc of the fire-arms of ^aii 
Bahadur Sadullali Khan, cx-Minister, by tho Government for non-payment 

of land revenue (iibiana). After two hours’ discussion, the motion was 

rcjectoi without a division. The mover characterised the Government’s action 

as vindictive, and said that there wore other courses open to the Government to 

realise the arrears. But die confiscation of all die fire-arms of the ex-Minister, 
added the mover, rendered Mr. gadullah Khan’s life unsafe in the daicoit-ridden 
country where he lived. The Premier, Dr. Khan Sahib, repudiated the Opposition 
^legation that, in issuing the order for the confiscation of the arms, the Govmmmeiit 
were actuatkl by vindicdve motives, lie added that there were hundreds in the 
Frontier whose arms were similarly attached. He said that democracy demanded 
just and equitable treatment to all people, and bis Government were introducing a 
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system under which there would ho no discrimination between the rich and the poor. 
Land revenue was public money, and the Ministry, as trustees, were responsible 
for its realisation. 

Reform of Land Revenue System 

1st APRIL ‘.—The Assembly conducted non^official business tenlay. It unani¬ 
mously adopted Khan Fapir Khan'a (Congress) resolution recommending to the 
Government that, with a view to alleviating the condition of the poverty-stricken 
peasants, the laud revenue system sliould be so amended as to bring it on a basis 
with income-tax. Explaining the Government point of view, Qazi Attaullah Khan, 
Eiducation Minister, sympatliiscd with the present condition of tlie agriculturists, 
but said, that the rates of income-tax could not be ap]>licd to agricultural incomes 
or land revenue assessment. I'hc amount of income, however, of small landholders 
diould be taken into consideration at the time of assessment. Ho added that the 
Government were awaiting tlie rciiort of the enqui^ committee aptminted by tlie 
Punjab Government on tiie question of assessment. Mr’ Fishtar appealed to the 
Government to introduce a sliding scale of assessment of land revenue. Sardar 
Aurauqzeb, Leader of the Opposition, and Khan Bahadur Badullah Khan, 
ex-Minister, supported the resolution. 

Press Law Repeat. Bill 

3rd. APRIL :—Rat Bahadur Mekr Chand Khanna’a motion to introduce his 
Indian Press (Emergency Powers) N. W. F. P. Re]X!aIing Rill was discussed 
to-day. OpiKwing, I)r. Khan Saheh, the Premier observed :—‘‘Unfortunately, we 
are ui a province where liberty of the I^ress is considered a kind of personal 
pxivilege to be used in such a way as not only to obstruct the Government and 
its beneficent work, but to ]irovoko ])coi>ie communally, and create disturbances 
from personal motives."’ ITic Premier agreed with tlie mover lhat, for nation- 
building, civil liberty and liberty of ilie l^ress were of paramount imtxnrtance, but 
condemned those who were introducing an clement which would, if unchecked, 
destroy national freedom and liberty. The motion was lost. 

Non-official Bilih Discussed 

Mr. Abdur Rah Khan Nishtat'a Puiiia}) Tenancy (N. W. P. P.) Amendment 
Bill and Dr. 0. C. Ohosh’a N. W. F. P. Ihiblic Health Bill, were referred to a 
Hclect Committee. Bai Bahadur Mehr Ohand Khanna'a N. W. F. F. Auti-B<^gary 
Bill was circulated for eliciting public opinion. 

Aorioulturat. Produce Markbuino Bill 

Stb. APRIL:—‘The Assembly to-day passed the Agricultural Produce Marketing Bill 
with important amendments. Rai Bahadur Ishardas, Rat Bahadur Mehr Ohand 
Khanna and Sardar Ajit Singh pleaded the cause of the minorities who, they 
averred, would sufTor greatly if the provisions of the Bill were not drastically amen¬ 
ded. Tbe Government accepted a number of amendments. While, however, half a 
dozen amendments were yet to bo disposed of, the members of the Hindu-Siw Nati¬ 
onalist Party, headed by Rai Bahadur Mehr Chand Khanna, walked out of the 
House as a protest against what they characterised as the unsympathetic attitude of 
the Government. 

Patrol Tax Biij. 

6lh. APRIL:—Twdvo members of the Muslim League Party and two Indepen¬ 
dents, namely, Mr. Abdur Niahtar and Fir Bakah Khan staged a ‘walk out’ to^ay 
following the rejection, by 23 votes to 17, of Mr. Abdur Niahtar’a amendment to the 
effect, that the N. W. F. Province Motor Bpirits and Lubricants Taxation Bill, 
when enocted, shall not be enforced until tlie tax levied on vehicles plying for 
hire and used for conveyance of passengers under tbe N. W. F. P. motor Vemcles 
Taxation Act was abolished. Mr. Aurangzab Khan, Ixsider of the Opposition, Rai Baha¬ 
dur Mehr Chand Khanna and Fir Bakah, opposing the Bill, voiced the grievances 
of lorry and taxi owners and drivers, who would be the wost sufferers, if a l^isla- 
tion of this character were enacted. Tbe hon. Mr. Bhanjuram Oandhi, Finance 
Minister, assured ihc House that, in order to minimise tbe incidence of taxation on 
lorry owners, the Government would bring forward at the next session a Bill which 
would drastically amend tbo provisions of the Motor Vriiicles Taxation Act. 

The House passed the Dadar Tuberculosis Banatorium (Prohibition of Build¬ 
ings) Bill introduced by the Premier and then adjourned nne die. 
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National Congress and Elected Members 
of the A. 1. C. C. for 1939. 
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President 

Bhri gubhns Chiindra Boac 
Babu Rajciidra Brasad 

Ex-Presidenta 

Pandit Matlan Mohan Mnlaviya 
Shri C. Vijayaraffhavacliariur 
„ M. K. (Jaiidhi 
„ S. Sriiuvaaa Iyengar 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Shri Sarojini Naidn 
„ Jawaltarlai Neliru 
„ Valliilihbliai Patel 

„ Itajcudra Priiaad 

Members of the A. I. C. C. 
Ajmer—7 

Sjt, Oourt 81iunkar Biiarguvs 


Hal KriHhna Kaiil 
Uaniiiarain Oliandhury 
Pt. Chandra Blianji Wlmrma 
Babn Narsiiigh Daaa 
8yt. N. M. Karandikar 
Hwanii Kninaranandji 

Andhra—81 

Shri Maddiui Animfiurnainli 
„ M. Aiiantusayanaiu 
„ A. Kah^awara liao 
„ J. Kutuiriha Hubbarao Oani 
„ Atniakiiri Ciovimlaebari Ciarii 
„ Bexwada (.fOpalareddi 
Gonse Beg 8:du-b 
Bhii M. Tirumalara*! 

„ Dandii Narayanarajn 
„ Malli|iudi Pallainrajn 
„ B. Patl-ablii Siiaiamayya 
,t T. Prakasam Pan lulu 
„ Magaiiti Bapiuidu 
„ Gotli|)ali Brahmayya 
„ K. Maiidcswara Burma 
„ Both Yakub lliissiiiu 
„ M. Uangayya ^aidu 
„ G. liangnnayakuln 
„ Baranu Kamaswami Choudari 
„ Vennelaknnti llaghavayya 
„ P. L N. Uaju 
„ Krovvidi lingaraju 
„ T. Viswaiiivdham 
„ P. VeoTabliadra Bwami 
„ Kola Vonkatrao 
„ P. Briramiilu Garu 
„ Kommaroddi Batyauarayaim 

Miirli 

„ Addepalli Satyonarayana Murti 


29 Shri Kalliir Bubbarao 

30 „ Chavali Siiryauanvyana 

31 „ P. Biiiidarayya 

Assam— 8 

Bjt. iremehandra Barooah 
„ Kidadar Chalilia 
Mr. J<'akhrnddiii Alt Ahmed 
Bjt. (ii)i)inath Bardoloi 
„ Biddhinath Barninh 
„ BiKlinuram Medhi 
„ Lilmlhiu: Borooah 
,, Bislinnprosad Chaliha 

Behnr—40 

liiibii Ilipilibilmri Varma 
Babn Mathura Prasad 
hi. Bludi Oziur Muucmi 
Prof. Alxlul Bari 
B. Biiidbyeshwari Prasad Vernia 
Uoii’l)lo liaiui Brikvishna Binha 
lion. B. AniigraU Narayiui Binha 
B. (Satyannmyan Binha 
Ibimejiaritra Bmgh 
J>. i’aidyanath J’rasad Clioudhry 
Pt. Priija!)ati Misru 
iM. Bywl KuliiuUUn Ahmad Bizvi 
I'i. ]lian/.oor Alisan Aja/.i 
B. Aliilflnuidra (ihosli 
B. Jbim Niirayan Binha 
Bjt. i’. niiattiishsili 
B. Aniriidb Bingli 
Al. islaninddin 
B. Slieonandiin IM. ATandal 
AI. Bywl Alahmud Hasan 
B. Jh>ei> Maruyan Bingh 
B. Bliuxlbari I’ande 
B. Alidiainnya I'rasad Binha 
B. .layainakash Narayaii 
B. Kisliori Prnsanna Bingh 
Hwjiiui Biibajtuiand Baraswati 
B. Jagat Harayan Lai 
B. Bliymu Narayan Binha 
VidyaralJii Kmnji Prasad Chomlbry 
B. Biaram Biidia 
P>abn Narsingh Das 
B. BJirinarayann Dass 
B. Dohi J'vusad Agrawal 
B. Dfiltenilra Nath Bamanta 
ibaknr .Itamnaudnn Singh 
Pandit ilargovind Misra 
Biibn Bureshehandra Alisra 
B. Brijnundan Sahi 
B. Matharn I'rasad Bingh 
B. Kirti Narayaii Bingh 
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1 Shri Atnl Chandra Kumar 

2 Moulvi Ashrafuddin Ahmed 

Chowdhry 

3 „ AbduB Sattar 

4 Shreo Kumar Chandra Jana 

5 Shri Ti^otoa Nath Chakravarty 

6 „ Furna Cnandra Das 

7 „ I’ralulla Chandra Ghosh 

8 „ Basanta Lai Murarka 

9 „ Bankim Chandra Makhorjeo 

10 Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy 

11 Shri Bepin Behari Gan^ruly 

12 „ Bin^ Chandra Misra 

13 „ Satindra Nath Sen 

14 „ Suresh Chandra Misra 

15 „ Kiron Sankar Roy 

16 „ Monorairian Gupta 

17 „ Suresh Chandra Banerjoo 

18 „ Fratul Chandra Ganguly 

19 „ Harikumar Chakravarty 

20 „ Haran Chandra Ghosh 

Cliaudhury 

21 „ Niharondn Dutt Maxumdor 

22 „ Stirendra Mohan Ghosh 

23 „ Ramesh Chandra Acharya 

24 •, Somnath Laliiri 

25 „ Kaliraula Mookcrice 

26 „ Krishna Biao<le Roy 

27 „ Suresh Chandra Dev 

28 „ Makhanlal Sen 

29 „ Karendra Nath Qhoso 

30 Kaj Kumar Chakravarty 

31 „ Ih'amathanath Bhomick 

33 ,• Dhirendra Ciiandra Mukherjee 

33 „ Hatya Ranjan Bakshi 

34 I, Shibnath Banerjeo 

33 „ Sitaram Saseria 

36 „ Sachindra Nath Maity 

3? ,, Kamini Kumar Dutt 

38 I, Purushottam Roy 

39 „ l^atul Chandra Dhattaebarjee 

30 „ Dhirendra Nath Sen 

41 „ Anil Chandra Roy 

43 „ Atindra Mohan Roy 

43 „ Ashutosh Das 

44 Kalinarayun Singha 

46 „ Sarat Cluindra Itose 

46 ,, Khagendra Nath Das 

47 „ Jnanendra Nath Sen Gupta 

48 n Charu Chandra Bhandori 

49 I, Deven Dcy 

60 „ Dhoranath Bhattacharji 

51 Dharani Ranjan Fal 

52 „ Nirendra Chandra Dutt 

53 I, Nripendra Nath Bose 

54 Fanchanan Bose 

53 „ Fanchugopal Bhaduri 

56 „ Furnendu Kishore Sen 

57 t Frafulla Chandra Sen 

58 Moulvi Mohiuddin Khan 

59 Slui Mihirlid Chatteriee 

60 „ Manindra Nath Bhattadtarjee 

61 „ Bamsundai Singh 


62 liOla Sarodindu Dey 

63 Shri Sailajananda Sen 

64 „ Uaripada Chatteris 

6 > „ I^snmi Kanta Maitra 

66 „ Sushil Chandra Falit 

67 ,1 Hemanta Kumar Bose 

6 5 Kaviraj Satyabrata Seu 

Bombay.—5 

1 Sjt. Bhulabluu J. Desai 

2 „ S. K. Fatil 

3 „ Nngindas T. Master 

4 „ K.F. Nariman 

5 „ Yusuf Meherally 

Burma.—3 

1 Shreo Boniram Foddar 

2 Jonardan Fd. Shukla 

3 ,, U 111a Min 

Delhi.—4 

1 Sjt. Jugal Kishore Khanna 

2 Mnulana Nooruddiii Sahib 

3 TjoIo Shankar lal 

4 Sjt. llukara Singh Ji 
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Onjrat.—14 

Byt. Kanniyalal Nanubhai Dcsm 
Bhrimati Bhaktilnxini IX'sai 
Shrimati Jyotasanabhen Snkal 
Syt. Ishavnrial Chhotubal Desai 
„ Arjunlal Lain 
„ Chandubhai Knsanji Desai 
„ Gnlam Rusul Myasaheb Kureshi 
„ llaripnisud l^tambaitlas Mehta 
„ Knliyanji Vitluilbhai Mehta 
„ Kararay Mohnnray Mnnshi 
„ Raojibuoi Manibhai Fatcl 
„ Tribliavandas Kisliibhai Fatel 
„ Laxroidas Mangaldas Shrlkant 
„ Chhotidol Balkrishna Furani 
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9 Dr. 
10 Shri 
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Kamatak.—20 

T. S. Rajagopalaiangar 
A. V. loathe 

Tall nr Raianagouda 
S. R. Kantld 
Gangadharrno Deshpande 

U. Brinivas Mallya 
Shankar Kurtkoti 
Kamalodevi 

N. B. Kabbnr 

V. M. Girl 
V. V. Fatil 
Gudleppa Hallikori 
Vasappa G(^o 

K. Ghangalrai lieddy 
Jeevanrao Yolgi 
Narayonrao Joshi 
R. G. Dube 
N. C. Timmareddy 
Nanjappa Kotri 
N. D, Shankar 
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ALTj INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE MEMURRS 


Kerala—13 

Mr, Molmnimad Alxlul Bchman 
Bbri A. K. Gopainn 
„ r. Kiishiia I’illiii 
„ Naioyauaii Nair 
„ H. Alaiijiinotha Bao 
,1 K. Kclapptui 
„ E. Eannan 
„ M. Narayan Mcnon 
.. _ B. liajfliava Menon 
8hri K. Mmlhava Mcuon 
„ B. Bubnimauiaui 
„ P. 0.- Koran 

„ £. M. Bankaran Namboodiripad. 

Maliakoshal—18 

Beth Govindae 
Shri Dwarka Pi-nsad Misra 
Thakur ClthiKlilal 
Bhri Baviabaiikar Shiikla 
„ D. K. Molttii 
„ Bbi^vaiitrao Maiulloi 
„ M. Ji. Mtijiiindar 
„ Ijaxamaiiriio Udgirkar 
„ KunjbiLavihd Aguiliotri 
„ Niraiiiaiisinj;]! 

Cai)t. Lai A\ dlic$iipratap Sitiidi 
BbrL V. Y. Tainaskar 
„ Gulbdiutid <.iapta 
„ Shamblaulayal Mislira 
„ Manjmisad Oliaturvcdi 
„ Itadniintli I ^dw 
„ V. V. BubiKHlar 
Burdar AmaisiiiK .Bai};al 
Mabaraalitra—23 
Sliri G. IL Ucslipandc 
Mr. i)cokinandan Narayan 
Bhri Bhriiiivnarao Bardcaai 
I, H. J>. Deo 

„ N. L. BIicikIc 

,, AUnarnm Nana 1'alil 
„ Bainkrit)liiia .(aju 
„ N. V. GatL-il 

„ Bliakai'bliel Kabaru 
Mr. B. M, Joalii 
Bhri Naval .liianda Patil 
t, Ik G. Ivher 

„ G. 1’. Khare 

„ Acliiilrao J’atwardJiaii 
„ I). K, KiiiiLc 

„ Yankatrao I’awar 
„ V. K. Bathe 

„ G. J.). Yartak 

„ (iakiitliiiai llhat 
., V. V, Dainickac 
I, B. B. Maliajaii 
„ V. 1). (Jliitale 

Nagpur—5 
Bjt. Jamimlal Baiai 
Bhri Ghatiirliliiijblud .Tasaiii 
„ M. S. Kaiitiumwar 
„ Paiinalat Dcodia 
„ Pnuauichatul Banka 


N. W. P. P.—7 

Nir><e-—Tlie election was held invalid and 
there will be re-election. 

Punjab—36 

1 Dr. Satyapal 

2 H. I’ratap Bingh 

3 H. Baniiniran Hingh 

4 Oh. Krisheti Ooi)aJ Dutt 

5 L. Achiut llam 

6 Nawab/.ada Mnhmnd All 

7 L. Bljum Lai 

8 Pi. Neki Bain Bharraa 

9 Maluishc Kai'aiu Oluiuil 

10 L. Bunam Bai 

11 B. Boh in Biiigh Josh 

12 M Abdul Ghani 

13 B. Dnsundha Biiigh 
11 Master Kabul Bingh 

15 Dr. Baif-ud-diii Kitchlcir 

16 S. Go)>al Bingh C^umi 

17 M. lltiikliar-ud-din 

18 B Bliiv Baraii Bingh 

19 Oh. llaldcv Bingh 

20 B. Mniigal Bingh 

21 Dr. JUiag Bingh 

22 B. Bajjan Bingh Margindpiiri 

23 Ooinrade Bam Krishen 

24 Mr. Vireiuira 
2r» Oh. Atta Dllah 

20 M. Yohd. Yamin Dor 

27 Baba Bur Bingh 

28 L. l>uni Clmnd Arabalavi 

29 L. Ohint Bam 'J'h.ipar 
;k) Dr. lA'hnn Bingh 

31 Babu Mohd. Din 
512 Master Nmid Lai .Tanniwnla 
JKl L. Kidar Nath Behgal 
31 B. Bardid Bingli Oavw!shar 
;J2 Mr. Baldev Mittur Bljli 

30 Mr. Bhagat Uam (.3iaiiana 

Siinlb.—S 

1 Kliri .Tiurnmdns Doulatram 

2 Dr, CJhoithrnm P. (.lidwani 

3 Bjl. K. K. Bitlhwa 

1 Hwami (iovindanand 
5 Dr. Alimchand tJdImrnui 

Taitdl Nnd.-~19 

1 .lannb M, B. Abdid Battai’ Baliib 

2 Bri A. AiyumnUui 

3 „ 0 Baiagopaladiariar 

•I „ P. B. Kiimarnswnmi Baja 
.5 „ T. L. Basivarna Thevar 

0 8. Balyamurti 

7 Bri B. Briidvasa Bao 
S „ N. M. B. Bidibaramaii 
9 „ P. Bnbbarayan 

10 „ 0. 1', Sidibinh 

11 „ A. Bubrainaniam 

12 „ 0. Bulminiiiniam 

13 Dr. B. Babramiuiinm 

14 Bri N. Bomsyajnlu 

15 „ V. Nadiniuthu PillM 


*u\ 
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IG Sri M. Bhaktnvatsalam 

17 , 0. rcrumalswarai Eeddiar 

18 U. Muthuramlinga Thevar 

19 K. S. Mutbuswami 

20 „ V. I. Munnawami Filial 

21 Eamanallian 

22 Bri BamaDwami Naidu 

23 „ 1*. Kamaswami lieddiar 

24 .. T. B. B. Eajan 

25 „ V. 8. llm. Valliappa Ohcttiar 

26 „ M. 0. Veerababu 

27 P. Joovanaudbam 

28 „ Janab B. A. Bliaifec Mobd. 

29 K. M. Bheriff 

D. p.—aa 

1 Bbri Bal Eriabna Bbarma 

2 Dr. K. M. Asbraf 

3 Acharya Nareiidra Dev 

4 Bad Abmad Kidwai Baheb 

5 Acharya J. B. Kripalani 

6 Bbri M. N. Boy 

7 „ Badbey Sbyam Miara 

8 I, Bhibban Ijal Baxenu 

9 II Bajjad /abcer 

10 II Qaitaa Bahai Ohaubey 

11 ,1 7j. a. Ahmad 

12 ,1 Obaudra Bhtui Gupta 

13 II Rammanohar Lohia 

14 Shrimati Farvati Devi 

15 Bbri Bciii Biiij^h 

IG ,1 Alau Bal Bhaatri 

17 „ AcJiarya Jugal Kiahore 

18 II Goviiid Bahai 

19 „ Goviiid Ballabh Fant 

20 I, Gauri Bhankcr Miara 

21 Kamala Fati Tripathi 

22 Bbri Mubanlal Baxena 

23 I, Fiirahottam Daa 

24 „ Bamii Bahai 

25 Bbri Ibakaaa 

26 , Viahnu Haran Ditbliab 

27 „ Yusuf Imam Babcb 

28 „ ShrikriBhim Dutt I'aliwal 

2ii „ Mohanlal (jaiUnm 

30 „ Bam Narain A/.ad 

31 „ Malkban Bingh 

32 „ Baghiipati Bitigh 

3^1 „ Amlul Jalil Ki<an 

84 „ Bhu))ondra Nath Baiiyal 

35 „ Baba Bimhav Das 

20 „ Bisbambhar Nath Fandcy 

37 „ Itagawaii Diu Miara 


38 Bbri Bisbambar Dayal Tripathy 

39 „ Bimal Frasail Jain 

40 „ Bbagawati Narain 

41 „ Kesbav 1 )ov Malaviya 

42 „ Damudar Bwarup Bclh 

43 ” Deep Narain Verma 

44 ” Gaiadhar Bingh 

45 " Gopal Narain Baxena 

46 ” Hira Ballabh Tripathi 

47 ” Harisb Chandra Bajpai 

48 Manlana Hussain Ahmad Babob 

49 Hakim Mahmudul Hasan Babcb 

50 Hakim Bri) Verma 

51 Bbri Jugal Kisborc Divedi 

52 Iiala Frayag Dutt 

53 Bbri Manzar AH Bokhta 
.54 Mohammad Kasim Baheb 
53 Bliri R. D. Bharadwaj 

56 I, Ramesbwar Bnatak 

57 Bbrimati Rani Ijiixmi Devi 

58 Bbri Rtmhnbar Dayal Misra 

59 Bmdar Narmada Frasad Bingh 
(iO Bbri Budarsban Dayal 

61 „ Barju I’rasad 

62 ,1 Vidyadhar Bajpai 

Utkal.—19 

1 Sjt. .Togannnth Das 

2 ,1 Harckishiia Mcbatab 

3 „ Frankrishna I'arbiuri 

4 Pandit Kilkantha Das 

5 Bjt. R. K. Biswasray 

6 „ Muhmi Dns 

7 I, Badasiv Tripathy 

8 II Dibakar Fattnaik 

9 11 Boshibbusan Rath 

10 I. Jadumani Mangaraj 

11 „ Madanmoban Fattuiuk 

12 „ Godavaris Misra 

13 „ Nandakishorc Das 

14 I, Baraiigdhar Das 

15 „ Biswanath Das 

16 „ Bodhrara Dube 

17 II Naliakrisbna Chandhury 

18 ,. Bhagiratbi Maliapatra 

10 I, Cliinatamani Misra 

Vidarbha 5 

1 Hon’blc Bbri Brijial Biyani 

2 Bbri lioknayak M. B. Ancy 

3 Blui Dr. M. N. Farasnis 

4 l>r. B. Ij. Kasbikar 

5 Dr. N. Z. Nmidurkar 



The Indian National Congress 

Proceedings of the Working Committee 
Berdoloi (Gujrat)—11th. January to 14th. January 1939 

A mocl’.iii{' of Iho Working (iommittnc was held at Ikwloloi from 11 to 14 
January, 19:}0. SIhri Subhaa Chandra Bose proaidod. Tlie Members present were 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shris Snrojini Naidu, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabh- 
bhai Paul, Bajendra Prasad, Jairamdaa Poulatram, Bhalabhai Desai, 
Pattabhi Sitararirnyya, Shankurrao Deo, Sarat Chandra Bose, Hare Krishna 
Mahatab, J. B, Kripalani. Bhri Jamnalal Bajnj was also present for some time. 

2. Hindn-Maslim Qoestion 

The question was discussed at length and the General Secretary was authorised 
to issue the following statement to the press 

“The Working (lommittee have always been anxious to arrive at a satisfactory 
settlement of the eommunal question in eonsiiltation with and with the co-opera¬ 
tion of all the parties couecrued. Tt was with this obiect in view that the Congress 
Frcsidcut confcired with Uic President of the Muslim League, but the last com¬ 
munication received Irom the Muslim League on this subicct left little hope of a 
mutual understanding being cst)d)li8hcd at present. 

•^0 Congress has on many previous occasions declared its policy on the com¬ 
munal question, and in relation to tlic minorities. That policy holds and it extvers 
tlie principal aspects of the problem, but the nmrse of events and the development 
of tnc political situation raise new doubts which rciiuirc elucidation. The Committee 
were therefore of opinion tliat tlie Congress shouhl, in order to pave the way to a 
fuller undcistamliug, endeavour to remove doubts by further elucidating its policy 
on the communal (lucstions that have arisen with a view to making a farther 
declaration. The Working Commilteo have given earnest consideration to the 
matter. 

“They have, however, come to the conclusion that for the present no useful 
purpose will be scrv<d by making such a declaration and this might even at 
this stage, result in delaying the very consummation, which they earnestly 
desire, namely a Hutisfactory settlement that is acceptable to all conccrneil. 
The Oommittce, therefore, <lo nut make any further statement on this suliiect 
at ]>rcHcnt, but ihcy will continue their cflbrts in accordance with the basic ]!o1icy 
of the Congress and its many deidaratious to ensure justice to all communities, as 
well OH to remove such doubts os may arise from time to time. In this task they 
seek and would welcome the co-oiieration of all concerned.” 

8. Bengalt'Bibari Controversy—Besolution 

The Committee adopted the Ile]X>rl of Bhri llajeudra Prasad and passed the 
following Kcsolutiou for the guidance of the Bihar and other Congress Govern- 
ments;— 

The Working Committee have considered the report of Babu Bajendra Prasad in 
regard to tiic Ihmgali-Bihuri coiilroveray and also various memoranda, including ono 
from Mr. P. B. Das. Tlie Commilteo wish to express their apprcciatiun of the earful 
and exhaustive report prepared liy Babu Bajendra I’rasad and their general agreement 
with the conclusions anivcil at liy liim. In view of tiie fact that several of these 
conclusions aiu capable of gcuend application, the Committee formulate them here¬ 
under: 

1. While the Ctimmitteo arc of opinion that tiio ridi variety of Indian culture 
and diversity ol life in the various jiarts of tlie country should be preserved and cher¬ 
ished, tlic idea of a crimmon iiatioimlily and a common background of our cultural 
and historical inheritance must always lie encouraged, so tliut India should become 
a free and strong nation iinilt upon a unity of imr^iose and aim. Therefore, tlie 
Committee wish to discourage all seimratist tendencies and a narrow provincialism. 
NcverUieless tlie Committee arc of oididon tJiat In regard to services and like mat¬ 
ters the people of a province have a certain claim which cannot be overlooked. ' 
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2. In regard to services the Committee are of opinion that there diouhl ho no 
bar preventing the emplojrment of any Indian, living in any part of the country, 
from seeking employment in any other part. But certain considerations must govern 
sucB em|iIoyment, apart from the essential condition of merit and ellieicinty, wmch is 
of particular imimrtanee in die lugh(ar services mid in tlio selection of sp'ocialists and 
experts. These considerations are; 

(1) A fair representation of various communities iu Uic province. 

(ii) The encouragement, as far as possible, of liac.kwanl classes and groups so 
that tliey might develop and play tlicir inll part in the national life. 

{iii) A preferential treatment of the i>cople of tlio province. It is desirable 
that tills preforeiitjal treatment slioiihl lie govcnicil by certain rules and regnlations 
framed by provincial govcruniciils in oi'iler to jirevent individual ollieers from applying 
diiibi'cnt standards. Further it is desirable that similar rules should be applicable iii 
all provinces. 

3. In regard to Biliar no distinetion sbonhl be made behvocn Biharis properly 
BO colled and the Bengali-speaking residents of the province born or domiciled there. 
Tbo term Bihari slioiud iu fact iiicitido Isilh Bicse classes and in the matter of ser¬ 
vices, as well as other matters, an identical treatment should lie given to l>oth. It 
is permissible to give a certain preference in services to these residents of the province 
over iieople from other provinces. 

4. The practices of issuing certificates to domiciles should bo abolished. Apiili- 
eants for services should state Uiat they arc residents of or domiciled in the pro¬ 
vince. In all appropriate cirses tlio Oovctnmcnt will have Bio right to satisfy itself 
about the eorrcctness of the statement before making an a)>]H>intmcnt. 

5. Domicile should be provcil bj evidence that imidics that the applicant has 
made the province his home. In deciding that he has done so, length of residence, 
nosscssion of house or other pronerty, and other relevant matters should be taken 
into consideration and the conclusions arrived at on the totality of the evidence 
available. However, birth in tlic nrovinco or ten years’ continuous residence should 
be regarded as sullicicnt proof of domicile. 

6 . All persons holding apiioiiitmciits nndor Government should bo treated 
alike, and promotions must be lioscd on seniority coupicil witli clHcioncy. 

7. There should be no prohibition against any one carrying on trade or 
business in the province. It is desirable Biat firms and factories, canying on 
business in a province, should develop local contacts by giving avipoiiitracnts, wher¬ 
ever possible, to residents of the province. But suggestions made by provincial 
Government to firms and factories in the mailer of nppoinlrocuts may be misunder¬ 
stood and therefore should be avoided. 

8 . When accominodation is limited in educational institutions, places may be 
reserved for different communities in the province, but the resen-ation should bo in 
a fair proportion. J’crfcrcncc in such educational instilutioiis may be given to 
people of the rrovince. 

9. In Bibar in the areas where Bengali is the spoken langnagc the medium of 
instruction in primai-y schools should be Bengali, but in such areas provision 
riiould also be made tor instrnctiou in Hindustani iu the primary schools lor Uiose 
whoso motber-tongne is Tlindusliuii, if tlicre is a rcasonanlo number of students 
speaking Hindustani. Similarly, in ]Iindn8tnDi-B}>rnking areas, education in primary 
schools should be mven in iliiidustani, but, if there is a leasonable number of 
Bengali-speaking stnoents, they should be taught in Bengali. In secondary schools 
education should be given tliroiigh tlie medium of the province, but tlic State should 

S rovide for education tlirough the mciUura of any otlicr language where tbm is a 
emund for it on the part of the residents of any district where this other language 
is simkcn. 

The Working Committee earnestly trust that the above conclusions will be 
accepted and acted ufion by all the parties concerned in Bihar and the regrettable 
controversy in the province will cease. 

These conclusions slioiild also guide the general policy of oBicr provincial ad¬ 
ministrations in these matters hctcia dealt with. 

4. Raupnr State Tragedy Resolution 

Shri Harekrishna Mohtab who had been on the scene four hours after the 
tragedy related what be had seen and heard. The Committee passed the following 
resolution; 
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“'llic Wovkintc Committee rcciord Uieir denp regret at the killing of Major Bazal- 
gette by a crowd at Itanpiir in OriaRa and arc of oi>iiiion that micJi acts of violence 
do groat injury to the cause of freedom in tlie Stales. The Committee have wcl- 
coiiKid the awakening among the vooi>lo of the Stirtes and look forward to their 
deliverance, but lUcy arc eonvinml Uiat vesort to mob violence will delay Uiat deli¬ 
verance. The Cominitcoe therefore eariicatly trust that the jicople of the States as 
well as those in other parts of India will strictly adhere to tieaccful methods in the 
struggle for frccflom.” 

5 .laipiir Ban on Shri Jamnalal Bajnj 

Shri .Tainnalidji |•hu•c<l before, the Coinmii.k>c all jhe facts leading to the ban 
plac^cd on ins entry into .Taipnr Stiitc ami iJic declaration by the State anUioritics 
of the I'l'ajaniandiil as ati uidawfid organisation. Jamnalalji informed the Com¬ 
mittee that he intcndwl to break the order tsisswl against him and to offer 
Satyitgralui. The Commitlet! pnsscil the following resolution : 

“The Working Committee deplores the ban placcil on the entry info the Jaipur 
Stale of Hetli Jamnalalji by the .fiupur authorities wlulst he was on his way to 
.laipur, his native place for famine relief work and to attend the meeting of the 
.Taijinr Raj.va l*raiii Mandid of which he is tlic l>rcsidciit. The Working Committee 
iiopc that wiser c(>nnmls will lU'cvuiL and the antliorilios will witlidraw the ban and 
prevent an agitation both in llie Jaipur Stale luid outside.” 

6 . Unoertltied Kliadi—Besolntion 

Comidaints were received from several provinces by the A. I. C. C, odice and 
the A. T. S. A. about Ooiigressmen cnconriiging Uie prorluetion and sale of uneerti- 
iic<l kliadi by Uieuisolvcs piircbasing such klmdi, by o|ieidng proiluctiou and sale 
centres for uic same, by jicrforming oiiening ceremonies of proilnetion and sale 
centres and generally by offering their co-operation and ])atronngc. Some Congress 
Committees liad gone so far as to issue certificates to private proflncers and dealers 
of uiieertiflcd khadi. 'I'he Coinmitieo were strongly of tlie view that such conduct 
on the part of Oingressmcn and Congress organisations was highly objectionable 
as it dcfeatcil the object of the A. I. S. A.’s new policy of giving a minimum living 
wage to the spinner, 'llic Commiticc Uicroforo imssecl the following resolution for 
the guidance of the Congressmen, Congress organisations and Congress goveniments : 

The Working Committee is of opinion Hint the policy adoptal by the All 
India Spinners’ Association and the ctforts madc_ by it to secure adequate wages to 
the spinners imd other ortismis engagwl in Khadi work arc of great im)x>rtanee as 
being ooiulncivo to tlie welfare of the rural poimlation and likely to jiave the way 
for a projicr wage stiuulard for tlicm. The Coniinittec, therefore, conaidnrs it to bie 
the duty of all Congress organisations and CongresHraen to offer wholehearted co¬ 
operation and su|))H)rl to tlie Association and its allilialcd organisations in order to 
make tliis iioltey u success. 

The Committee exnrcsses its strong disapjirov.al of the harmful activities of 
uncertified producitrs and dciders who have liecn exploiting the growing demand for 
Khndi by offering cheater stuff prodiiccil wiUi Uic help of low and inadequate wages 
and who have been misleading tiiosc Congress orgiuiisations and Congressmen os 
have not yet become aware of the difference between gejiiiino Khadi produced by 
the A. I. 8. A. and its afliliated organisalinns and the cheaper stuff offered by un¬ 
certified protliicers and dealers. The Comroittco, therefore, considers it necessary to 
lay down Uic following iiistnictions for Uie guidance of Congress organisations, 
Congressmen and all those who are interested in the development of genuine 

Klumi: 

(1) In the opinion of the Congress “Khadi’, means only snch khndi ns is pro¬ 
duced by its own organisation vi/.,, tiie A. 1. H. A. and tbo instilntioiis ccrlificil by 
it and all Congress organisations and CongrcBSiiicu siionld use and advise others to 
use only such Khaili. 

(2) Coni^ossmen should refrain from pCTforniing opening ceremonies of, or 
partieipating m the functions of or doing aiiytiiing Umt would (Urcelly or indirectly 
give encouragement to snch iiislitutiuiis, exhibitions or shops ns sell or siire^ tiie 
use of uncortilied Khadi. 

(3) No Congress organisation or Congressineii should have any dealings under 
tiie name of Khadi in any cloth other than Khadi that is produced by the A. 1. S, 
A, or the organisations certified by it. 
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CommnniBte and Hemberahip to Congrets EleoUve Bodiea 

Shri Sundaravya from Andhra filing his cainlidature for decUon as ddeRato 
had declared that he held communistic views. Not only this, but he declared that 
as a follower of Marx aiid I<cniii ho bolievol that in the last resort violence will have 
to be used for the attainment of indc|)enden<‘c. JJo was therefore debarred from 
contesting election as a ddegatc. The Committee in tMs connection gave the 
following ruling: 

“If a person who acceiits Article 1 of the Congress Constitution and in token 
thereof signs the Membership form an<l otherwise fulfills such other conditions of 
membership, as may exist at tlie time, he is entitled to become a Congress mem¬ 
ber and has a right to stand as a caiididsite for an elective oflice provided furtlior 
he fulfills such either roquircincnts as are laid down for tlie puniose. It should be 
clearly undcrstcrad however that every mdivity leading to promotion of violence is a 
violation of article (1) of the Constitution and tiiereforc renders a person indulging 
in such activity liable to di^ualification.” 

In the light of this opinion of the Committee Shri Bundarayya’s case was to 
bo decided by the Andlira P. O. C. 


NOTES 

Presidential Election 

Delates from various provinces proposed the names of Bhri Bubhas Ciiandra 
Bose, Maulana Abid Kalam Asad and Jur. Pattalhi Sitararoayya for tho prcsidcntsliip 
of the ri2nd. Session of the Congicss to be held at Trinuri, Mahakosbal in March 
next. Manlana Abul Kalam Asad however informed the General Secretary with¬ 
drawing hie candidature. With the retirement of Maulana Asad from the contest 
the choice of the delegates lay between Bhri Buhhas Chandra Bose and Dr. Pattabhi. 
Tho delegates assembled on the 29tk .Tunuary at idaces fixed by the P. C. Cs to 
record their votes. The A. I. 0. C. oflice rcceivol wires from all provinces commu¬ 
nicating tho results of the voting. Bhri Buhhas Chandra Bose polled 1575 votes and 
Dr. Pattabhi 1:170. Bhri Sublms Ciiandra Bose was therefore declared elected the 
I’rcsident of the 52ad Session of tho Congress {see poster), 

Indian States 

Rajkot 

Wo have already in a previous issue of the Bulletin recorded the agreement 
arrived at between Tnakore Bohib and Bhri Vallabhbhoi Patel. This happy ending 
of a three montJis’ heroic struggle was the eausc of widespread rejoicing. The ruler, 
no less than the pcojile of Rajkot were the recipients of warm congratulations from 
all over tho eonnti-y. But this comluned victory of tho ruler and the people was 
perhaps not relished by higher authority. One of the terms of the settlement was 
that a council of 10 roemners should be apjiointcd to submit within a month a 
scheme of Constitutional reform. It was agreed tliat the seven non-ollicial mem¬ 
bers of the Committee were to lie chosen by Bhri Yallabhbhai Patel. Bhri Vallabhbhm 
sent a list of seven names to the Thakiire Baliib. The Tbakore Bahib, guidal from 
above, accepted four names niul rcjci^ted the rest on the ground that seals had to bo 
found for the representatives of Muslims and other minorities. Ihc meaning of this 
belated plea for minorities was obvious. It was a cover for going back on a solemn 
agreement in order to retrieve the loss of prestige that the British bureaucracy hod 
suffered at the hands of the people. 'Iliis was a coll for a further and more intensive 
course of suffering for tho inncK-ent hut brave men and women of Rajkot. Bhri 
Vallabhbhsd Patel however pleaded with tlic Thakoro Sahib to honour his plighted 
word and avert a repetition of die struggle. 

Blit his pleadings were in vain. “It now remains for me” declared Bhri 
Yallabhbhai Patel in die course of a press statement, “to invite the people of Rajkot 
to TCBumo the self-chosen courso of suffering for vindicating the liberty and saving 
Rajkot and the Tlmkoro Baliib from utter ruin. It is best to anticipate and pruviito 
for the worst. “Honour demanded", wrote Gamlhiji in a recent issue of the “llarijan”, 
“that the people should fight unto death fur die restoration of the covenant 
between ^e Tbakore Bahib and his jieoiile. The struggle now is not between die 
ruler and his people but in reality it is hetween the Congress and the Bridsh 
Government represented by die Resiucut who is reported to be resorting to 
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OTp;nniscd ^nondaiein.” At another place he says “.The movcincut for liberty 

cannot possibly be witlulrnwii or arrested licrtiiiso tliero arc at the moniont so-called 
communal splits. I see that history is rc)>cating itself and die jiowcr that is losuifi; 
ground is becoming desiicrate and fomonUiig troidilc and dissension within, hoping 
to drag on its CAistence by means of these dissensions. If tlie fieoplo know 
to work the non-violent technique, the ixiwers dint are acting in this manner will 
bo confounded and the i>cO]ile will rise victorious.” 

*'i'he Muslinis in llajkot, fur iuslniice, have everything to gtun by the people 
of Rajkot securing liberty. Tliey arc tuilay depending u|)on the sweet will, not of 
the Rulers, but of the advisers of the Riders; tomorrow they will share iiower 
with the pemdo because they are of the ixiople. Rut I really do not believe that 
there is real hliislini opiiositioii in Rajkot. They have enjoyed die best relations 
with the Hindus. I know this froni |icrsonal experience myself. During the three 
months’ brief but brilliant struggle dierc was no dissension between the Hindus 
and the Muslims in Rajkot, 'ilioii^ inniiy Muslims did not court imprisonment, 
the Muslims ns a community remained at the back of the agitation.” 

The struggle has commenced and witli it die usual repression. Mrs. Kasturboi 
Gandhi and Miss Mridulabeu proceeded to Rajkot for participation in die struggle. 
They were arrested on their arrival in Itajkot. 

Writing on Rajkot in a recent issue of die “Harijian”, Gandhijt asks what the 
duty of the Oongross is when die (icoplc of Rajkot have to face not the ruler and 
bis dny police bat the discit>lincd liordes of the Rridsh Empire. 

“Tho first and natural step”, says ho, “is for the Congress ministry to make 
themselves rcsixinsible lor die satcU and honour of the people of Rajkot. It is 
true that the Goicriiinciit of India Act gives the ministers no jiowcr over tho 
States. But they are governors of a mighty province in which Rajkot is but a 
Bi>ci!k. As such they have rights and duties outside the Government of India Act. 
And dicsc arc much the most important. Bupjiosing that the Rajkot became the 
place of refuge for all the gundas Unit India eoidd produce, supposing further that 
from dicre they lanhid on operations throughout India, the ministers would 
clearly have the right and it would be their duty to ask tho IVnmoiint Power 
through the Rridsh Ropi'osontativc in Bombay to set tilings right in Rajkot. And 
it will be tho duty of the Paramount Power to do so or to lose the ministers. 
Every minister in his province is affecUid by evei 7 tliing that hapiicns in territories 
within his geographical limit tliough outside Ids legal jurisdiction, especially if 
that thing hurts his sense of dci'eiicy. RcsiHinsiblc government in those parts may 
not 1)0 the ministers' concern, but if there is plague in tiioso ]>aTts or butchery 
going on, it is very much their concern ; or else tlicir rule is a sJiam and a delusion. 
Thus tlie ministeiH in Orissa may not sit comfortably in their chairs, if tliey do 
not succeed in sending 20,000 refugees of Talchor to their homo with an absolute 
assurance of safety and freedom of siiccc.h and social and ]>oliticiil intcrcoarsc. It 
is iiisufforablo that the Oongress, which is tixlay in alliance with Uie Rridsh 
Government, should be treated os an enemy and an outsider in the Btates which 
are vassals of die Riitisb. 

“This wanton brciioh, instigated by Uic British Resident in Rajkot, of the 
charter of tho liberty of ito iicople is a wrong wliich must l)c set right at the 
earliest ixissible inomciit. It is like a isiisoii cornsling the whole iMsly. Will H E. 
the 'Viceroy rcali/.e tho aignificance of Itajkot and remove tiio iKiison ?” 

Jaipur :— 

Tho Jaipur Administralioii issued an order on Doc. 10 proldbiting the entry 
into the Htate of Hhri .Ttimnalal Rajaj, a member of the Congress Working 
Committee ami a native liorn siibjoid of tlie Stale. SJiri Rajaj was proceeding to 
.Taipiir to tour the famine stricken areas of the Slate and tulnunisler relief anti also 
to attend a meeting of the States People Coiiimilloe. The State iiullioritics however 
scented grave diingor to the pan e and tranquillity of the State in these innocent 
activities of Sliri Jumnnhil Rajaj and therefore ordered Jiim not to enter the State. 
To avoiil praipitaring a crisis Shri Jumiialal dhl not defty the oivler anil returned. 
He, however, sent a letter to the Coiuicil of Uic Slate asking for an explanation of 
this iinaillal for move against him. Ho also inUmalal Unit unless tiio ban was 
lifted he would te compcilal to defy the order and launch a civil resistance 
campaign in the Slate. The Jaipur ailiiiiiiislration at whose head is a Britisher 
answered Jnroiialiilji by baniiiiig the Jaipur Praja Mauilal itself. Bhri Rtyaj was 
declared an outsider in tlio onlcr by tho foreign Piime Muiistor. It was 
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convenicntl;;r forgotten Uiat not long ago the good offices of Shri Jaranalal were 
used for bringing about reconciliation between J(U|mr and its feudatory, Sikar. 

Gandlnii, in the course of his writings in the “Jlarijan”, draws attention to the 
meaning and significance of tlic crisis developing in Jaipur as also in Rajkot. “If 
the ac.tmn of Jaipur authorities precipitates a first class crisis, it is impossible for 
the Indian National Congress, and therefore all India, to stand by and look on 
with indifference whilst Jamualalji, for no offence whatsoever, is imprisoned and 
members of the Praja Mandal are dealt with likewise. The Congress will be 
neglecting its du^ if, having power, it shrank from using it and allow the spirit 
of the people of .Taipur to bo crushed for want of support from the Congress. This 
is the sense in which I have said that the example ot Jaipur, or say Rajkot, might 
easily lead to an all-India crisis. 

“The policy of non-intervention by tlie Congress was, in my opinion, a perfect 
piece of statesmanship when the i)CO[)le of the Stales were not awakened. That policy 
would be cowardice when there is all-round awakening among the tmople of the 
States and a determination to go through a long course of suffering for the 
vindication of their just rights. If once this is rei^ognised, the struggle for liberty, 
whenever it takes placi^ is the struggle for all India. Whenever the Congress 
thinks it con usefully intervene, it must intervene.” 

On Februaiw 1, Jamnalaiji defied the prohibitory order. There was a li^e 
crowd at the Railway Station to accord him a public reception. On stepping 
out of the station Shri Jamnalal was driven in a oar to Sawai Madho]mr and 
informed that he would be released if lie left die Jaipur teiritury. On his declining 
to do so he was Uikcn to Muttra and released Uicrc. 

A few days later he attempted re-entry into tiio Jaipur State. What followed 
is described in the following press statement issuial by Gandhiji; 

“The following telephone rc]X)rt has been received about Seth Jamnalaiji, who, 
when he was arrested for tlie second time, was accompanied by his son, secretary 
and servant. Seth Jamnalaiji was detained at Ajmer road station, 50 miles from 
Jaipur and was kept in tlie dak biuigalow there. Mr. Young went to Sethji in 
person and asked him to enter his car, Betliji declined, saying, "You wish to put 
mo outside the border of Jaipur State. I wish to cuter Jaipur. I will not accorn' 
pany you.” Mr. Young thereupon said, “Wo arc taking you to Jaipur.” “Como with 
us.” ^thji replied, “I cannot rely you on your word.” Mr. Yoimg Uicn said, "I have 
orders. You will Imve to come with us.” 

"Sotliji asked to be shown tlie order but it appears that there was no order in 
Mr. Youim’s ixisscssion. At length Mr. Young again told Sctliji that ho would bo 
taken to Jaipur. “If we do not take you there you can have it printed in the 
nowspa|ier that after promising to take you to Jaipur wo took you elsewhere.” 
Mhji was not inclined to lielievo anytliing that was said to him. Ho said, “I 
will not aeconijiany you willingly. You cau take me by force if you so desire.” 
This conversation tiKik nearly an liour. 

"In tlie end five men forcibly put Relhii in a oar and took him away. In 
tills process of using forco iSclUji was iujnrcil on his left clicck below the eye. 
He was taken to Alwar Htalo. Helliji here said, “You cannot act like this. You 
are not at liberty to doixwit me in another Htate. H you do so I will run a case 
against you.” On tliis Mr. Young brought Betliji back again to Jaipur State. Ihit 
we do not know his virescnt whcriuliouts. 

"'J’he only remark I have to oiler is that tliis is liarbarous behaviour. Biiered- 
ncss of jicrson, legal proiiediiro and liberty are thrown to the winds. Tliat a Jlrilish 
Inspector General of Tolicc should i-csort to deeeplion mid then to personal injury 
to one who was ids prisoner is what I call organised (toonduism. lint I know 
that nothing will break Jamual.al’s spirit. He will enter Jaipur cilher as a freeiumi 
or a prisoner.” 

Emancipation of 'Hali*’ 

Bardoloi eolcbrateil the IndcjKindcnce Day in a novel and striking manner, 
India has not achieved cnuuicipalioti yet but Jlardoloi iiad a forcl.aste of it on 
Janury 26th. About twenty thousand, iieople callcil Dubhis or Ualis who 
led lives of semi-serfdom were, with Uio free and joyous consent of tlioir 
erstwilc masters, freal from a gatliiig yoke and restored to man’s estate. The 
emancipation, however, was no sudden occurrence, a siioiitaiicons and unpremeditated 
act of generosity on the part of the masters. It was the outcome of a slow, silent 
agitation going on for well over a decade. The literal meaning of Dublas is ’weak.. 
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He borrowB money ami beiii}; niiablo to |>ay back, lie works as his master’s porma- 
nciit (iKriculUiral labourer for luB whole life. Ho is Iroo to work elsowherc when 
mere is ijo work, lie is treated with sumo eonsideratiou by Ids niasto and his 
bare mtiumtim iicwls luovbUsl for. 'I'ho yoke however is stiil there. Kceciitly there 
have been attemiila by mdivuUuil DiiblnB to cseapo from tlio Uiraldom by running 
away. Jhero is ccoiioiiuo reason beliiiid this attempt to cscaiie. The price of hilioiir 
risen <tonsiclcral)ly anu Ihe Ifali cannot bcncfifc by it by remaininK a Hali 
Ihe inastoT too oil the other hand waa fintUiig ilali laliour iineeoiiomie. lint the 
social pi’estigc that flic iHisscssion of a conple of llalis gave to the master more than 
coiinleT-lwlaiu iMl tlio economic. Iohh. 'llicre was in this state of atfairs matcrml 
enough for clnshos, bIviIc and ill-witl. l>nt Mic educative propagniida caniod on by 
‘thuidhiwalas’ for over a decade through night si-hools, spinning wheel and otlier such 
activity prc|)ared lioth (he opiiressor and the oppresswl for a new, saner and luster 
order. In August I'.KJS Bhri Vallalilibhai ndilrcBsed a Conforouve of the landed eiasscs 
aii(l appealed to Uieni to end the serldom of tlic Hiililas. A represent alive Committee 
witli 18 agnciiUurists and four workers was appointed, JJeaily 1-10 villages were 
reprcsentol and tlie (Jonnuittcc submitted an unanimous report making the following 
among otlier riK?ominendations: 


(1) Every Hah to lie emancipated in tlio sense tliat from 2Cth January 1930 
he earns a wage of 0-1-O (for males) and 0-3-0 (for females); (2) every Hali 
who lias worke<l on Ids maatei’s farm for twelve years or more is automatieally 
free fi-om all his diMts (o liim; (;'•) siieli JIaii as may have worked for less Ulan 
twelve years to have ereili(.cd to tlieir lu-eoiint a Iwelmi of Uic debt for every year 
that tney_have worked; (!) an anna |H!r day to be deducted from his wage until 
me debt is ropaid, nolliiiig to be (liHliichsl from a woman’s wage; (5) cvciyoiio to 
be declared free from debt on e.vpiry of 12 years, wbetlicr the debt bo paid or not; 
(b) every uciit to expire witU the 4lebU»T*tii (7) a Dubla may ciiKaco liimsclf 
on an aunuid wiuro of lis. if), and Its. 15 may be deducted from Ids wage for reiiay- 
TOOiit of a ilelit duo if any; (8) village panehs to be apiioiiitwl to settle iill questions 
ri^arding debts. 

ofl.i. A Hnblas and the landed cIubbos was Iicld in Bardoli on the 

gom pi January for the aig-eptiiiice of these resoliitioim. The resolutions w'crc carried 
unanimously. Hio niectiiig was addit'ssd by liaiulliiji and Bhrl Vnllablibhai Patel 
who c.xpIaiiiod the imiilicatioiis of the resolutions solemnly taken. •‘Tiic mcauing of 
eroancipahon , said UaiuUiiji, “is that the UalpuH is free to choose liis own field of 
labour. You have ciitci'ed into a sm-rtil pact which should make your relations 
with the landowner sweeter tliaii before. Wui mssl not Jmvn the form on wldeh you 
workwl and tlic former for whom you workwl. Only yon will work voluntaiily and 
cheerfully and lie will work alongside of you. That you will be called ffalpatia 
does not njoiin tliat the owner of tlie land will give up Uie Hal (plough). The 
rates you have fixed do not mean that Uie lariunr will only iiay 0-4‘0 when 
tliere are a bumiier eroj) and soaring prices. The spirit of the resolution means tho t 
you will give tliein a much Idglior wage. 

“What you have done today you ought to have done in 1921. But better late 
than never, and 1 am hjijipy that you have at last done wiiat ought to have been 
done. But tliis wage will not emancipate yon really. Agriculture by itself cannot 
support you all. Tliat is wliy I liavo placed Uie Biiiriiiing wheel before die country 
and am never tired of siugiiig its praises. My fmili in it grows with the yeai's 
aiitt I may toll you chat if you will take up Uie spiiiuiiig wheel in right earnest you 
will never re;x!iit, ’ '' 

Thus was oiidcil the age-long slavery of the Duhlas wiUiout any violent fight. 
wiUiout generating any hatreil or ill-will. Tliis is Iiow eonstruetivc work ;uul living 
sympathy work. ^ 


The Presidential Election Controversy 

In this connection it would be interesting to give a detailed account of Uio 
controversy held over the presidciitiat election 

On the 17th. of .Taiiuary Dr. Paltahhi Silnramaya wrote to Uie press from 
^mbay : It is iicw8_ to me that I have been nominated as a candidate for the 

Presidentship of the Indian National Congress.I beg leave to withdraw from 

the contest.” ’Jlic press message containing the alwvc statement was however 
subsequently caneollud. (.)n the 20th. of Jjuuuiry Maulami Abul Kalam Asad 
issued a statement from Bombay in the course of which ho sold that ho was 
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iriforming tho Oon^^ess Secretary that he vaa withdrawing his name. "I am 
unable,” said Manlana Azad, “to endure tho additional strain of the work and 
res|ionsibiUty of tho Congress Ibresidcntsliip. And he concluded his statement 
with a rccoramcndation fur Dr. rattabhi Sitaramn^a. Dr. Hitarainaya “was about 
to withdraw his candidature under the impression tliat I would not withdraw my 
namo: but 1 am glad to say Uiat I have prevailed u|ion him nut to do so.” So 
the iKisition was that the doctor to whom it was news that he had been nominated 
as a candidate fur the I’rcsidcnlslup and who begged leave to withdraw from the 
contest was ]>revniled upon not to witlnlraw. 

The issue in the Presidential contest was tho attitude towards the Federal 
schema Brijiit Bose believed in the complete indcponflence for India. For the 
last few mouths ho had been diligently urging upon bis countrymen to declare 
that a compromise over tho Fedorid scheme would be suicidal folly. It would 
mean the end of tho idea of iudetieixlenca The following is the text of uio statement 
issued by Bj. Subhas Bose on the 2l8t January:— 

SI. Subhas Bose’s Statement 

“In view of tho situation created by tho witlidrawal of Manlana Abul Kalam 
Azad and after reading the statement that he has issued, it is imperative for me 
to say something on tlio subject of tiic im)>endiiig Presidential election. In 
discussing tliis question all sense of false modesty will have to bo put aside, 
for the issue is not a imrsonal one. Tho |)rogrossivo sliaritcniiig of Uie anti- 
Imiicrialist struggle in India has given birth to new ideas, ideologies, ]>roblcmB 
and programmes. People arc cunseimcntlv veering round to tlic opinion tliat, ns 
in other free countries, tho Presidontim olcetiuii in India should be fought on tlie 
basis of definite problems and programmes so that the contest may help tho 
clarification of issues and give a clear indication of the working of tho public 

mind.An election contest in these circamstanccs may not bo an uudesirahle 

thing. Up till now I have not received any suggestion or advice from a single 
delegate asking mo to withdraw from tho contest. On the contrary, I have been 
nominateil as a candidate from several provinces without my knowledge or consent 
and T have been receiving pressing roiucsta from socialists ns well us non-socialists 
in different parts of tho country urging mo not to retire. Over and above this 
there seems to bo a general feeling that I should bo idlowcd to serve in office for 
another term. It is possible that this impression of mine is not correct and that 
my ro-oloction is not desired by the majority of the del^ntes. But tliis could be 
verified only when voting takes place on the 29th, January and not earlier. 

“As a worker my imsition is perfectly clear. It is not for me to say jn what 
capacity I should servo. That is a matter to bo decided by my countrymen and 
in this particular case by my fellow delegates. But I have no right to d^line to 
serve if and when I am ordered to a particular place. As matter of feet I shall 
be falling in my duty if I shirk any responsibility which may bo cast on ma In 
view of the increasing international tension and the prospective fight over Federa¬ 
tion, the new year will bo a momentous one in our nation^ history. Owing to 
this and other reMons, if my services in office are demanded by the majority of 
the delegates with what justification can I withdraw from me contest when the 
issue involved is not a personal one at all. If, however, as a result of appeal 
made by eminent leaders like Maulana Azad, tho majority of the dolw'ntos vote 
against my ro-eloctioii 1 shall loyally abide by their veriliet and shall continue to 
servo tho Congress and the country as mi ordinary soldier. In view of all those 
considerations 1 am constrained to feel that I have no right to retire from the 
contest, I am therefore placing myself unreservedly in the hands of my follow 
del^ates mid 1 shall abide by their dcoisions.” 

W. C. Members’ Statement 

,> J following statement was issued by Sardar Vallahhhhai 

Patel, B^u Bajendra Praead, Mr. Jayaramdaa Xhutatram, Mr. J. B. Knpalani 
Mr. Sankar Rap Dm and Mr. Bhulabhai Desai, members of tho Congress Working 
Committee on tho 24th. January. ” 

“Wo have read Suhhae Babu's stafement with the care it deserves. 8o far 
as we know, hitherto Presidential eleetions have been unanimous. Bubbas Babii 
iws set up a new precedent, which ho had a perfect ri^t to do. The wisdom of 
me coiirso a^pted by him can be known only by experience. Wo have grave 
doubts about it. We would have wmted for a greater consolidation of the Con^s 
ranks, greater toleration and greater respect for one anothn’s 
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making the Congress Presidential election a matter of contest. We would have gladly 
refrained from saying anything upon the statement, But we feel that we would 
be neglecting our clear duty when we hold strong views about the forthcoming 
election. It was a matter ot deep sorrow to us that the Maulana Sahib felt called 
upon to withdraw from the contest. But when he had finally decided to withdraw, 
he had advocated Dr. Pattabhi’s election in consultation with some of us. This 
decision was taken with much deliberation. We feel that it is a sound policy 
to adhere to the rule of not re-electing the same President except under very 
exceptional circumstances. 

“In his statement Subhas Bahu has mentioned his opposition to Federation. 
This is shared by all members of the Working Committee. It is the Congress 
policy. He has also mentioned ideologies, policies and programmes. All this, 
we feel, is not relevant to the consideration of the choice of Congress President. 
The Congress policy and programmes are not determined by its successive 
Presidents. If it were so, the Constitution would not limit the office to one year. 
The policy and programmes of the Congress, when they are not determined by the 
Congress itself, are determined by the Working Committee. The position of the 
President is that of a chairman. More than this, the President represents and 
symbolises, as under a constitution.al monarchy, the unity and solidarity of the 
Nation. This position, therefore, has rightly been considered as one of very great 
honour and as such the Nation has sought to confer it on as many of its 
illustrious sons as would be possible by annual elections. 

“The election, as befits the dignity of this high office, has always been 
unanimous. Any controversy over the election, even on the score of policies and 
programmes, is therefore, to be deprecated. We believe that Dr. Fattabhi is quite 
fitted for the post of the President of the Coiigrcss. He is one of the oldest 
members of the Working Committee and he 1ms a long and unbroken record of 
public service to his credit. We, therefore, commend his name to the Congress 
delegates for election. We would also ask his colleagues to urge on Bubhas Babu 
to reconsider his decision and allow Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya’s election to be 
unanimous”. 

Mr. Bose’s Counter-statement 

In reply, Mr. Boso issued the following statement on the same day 

“It is an extremely painful task for me to engage in a public controversy 
with some of my distinguished colleagues on the Working Committee but, as 
matters stand, I have no option in the matter. Tlje first statement which is issued 
on the 21st instant was my enforced reaction to the statement of Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad Bahib and what I am saying now is my enforced reply to the 
challenging statement of Bardar Patel and other le.adeis. The responsibility for 
starting this public controversy does not rest with me, but with my distinguished 
colleagues. In an election contest between two members of the Working Committee, 
one would not expect the other members to take sides in an organised manner, 
because that would obviously not be fair. Bardar Patel and other leaders have 
issued the statement as members of the All-India Congress Working Committee 
and not as individual Congressmen. I ask if this is fair either, when the Working 
Committee never discussed this question. 

“In the statement we are told for the first time that the decision to advocate 
Dr. Pattibhi’s election was taken with much deliberation. Neither I, nor some of 
my colleagues on the Working Committee, had any knowledge or idea of either 
the deliberation or the decision. I wish the signatories had issued tlie statement 
not as members of the Working Committee, but. as individual Congressmen. 

“If the Presidential election is to be an election worth the name, there should 
be freedom of voting without any moral coercion. But does not a statement of this 
sort tantamount to moral coercion? If the President is to be elected by the 
delegates and not be nominated by influential members of the Working Committee, 
will Bardar Patel and other leaders withdraw their whip and leave it to the 
delegates to vote as they like? If the delegates are given the freedom to vote as 
they like, there would not be the slightest doubt as to the issue of the election 
contest. Otherwise, why not end the elective system and have the President 
nominated by the Working Committee? 

“It is news to me that there is a rule that tlie same person should not be 
re-elected President except under exceptional circumstances. If one traces the 
history of the Congress one will find that in several cases the same person has 
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been elected more than once. I am also surprised at the remark that Presidential 
elections have hitherto been unanimous. I remember to have voted for one candidate 
in preference to another on several occasions. It is only in recent years that the 
election has been unanimous. 

“Since the adoption of the new constitution of the Congress in 1934, the 
Working Committee is being nominated, theoretically at least, by the President. 
Since that year the position of the Congress President has been raised to a higher 
level. It is, therefore, natural tliat new conventions should now grow up around 
the Congress President and his election. The position of the President to-day is no 
longer analogous to that of the chairman of a meeting. The President is like the 
Prime Minister or the President of the United States of America who nominates 
his own Cabinet. It is altogether wrong to liken the Congress President to a 
constitutional monarch. 

“I may add that questions of policy and programme are not irrelevant and 
they would have been raised long ago in connection with the election of the 
Congress President had it not been for the fact that after the Congress of 1934, a 
Leftist has been elected President every time with the Bui)port of both the Eight 
and Left wings. The departure from this practice this year and the attempt to 
set up a Eightist candidate for the office of President is not without significance. 
It is widely believed that there is a prospect of a compromise on the Federal 
Scheme between the Eight wing of the Congress and the British Government 
during the coming year. Consequently the Eight wing do not want a Leftist 
President who may be a thorn in the way of a compromise and may put obstacles 
in the path of negotiations. One has only to move about among the public and 
enter into a discussion with them in order to realise how widespread this belief is. 
It is imperative, in the circumstances, to have a President who will be an anti- 
Federationist to the core of his heart. 

“It is really a regret that my name has been proposed as a candidate for 
Presidentship. I had suggested to numerous friends that a new candidate from the 
Left should be put up this year, but unfortunately that could not be done and my 
name was proposed from several provinces. Even at this late hour I am prepared 
to withdraw from the contest if a genuine anti-hedcrationtst, like Acharya Naiendra 
Deo for instance, be accepted as the Ihcsidcnt for the coming year. 

“I feel strongly that wo should have, during this momentous year, a genuine 
anti-Federationist in the presidential chair. If the Eight Wing really want national 
unity and solidarity, they would bo well-advised to accept a Leftist as President. 
They have created considerable misapprehensioji by their insistence on a Eightist 
candidate at any cost and by the unseemly manner in which _ they have_ set up 
such a candidate who was retiring and who had been surprised that his name 
had been suggested for the Presidentship. ^ 

“In the exceptional circumstances which prevail just at this moment in 
onr country, the Presidential election is part of our fight against tlie Federal 
Scheme and as such we cannot afford to be indifferent to it. The real issue 
before the country is the Federal Scheme. All those who believe in fighting 
Federation and in maintaining our national solidarity in this crisis should 
not endeavour to split the Congress by insisting on a candidate who was 
voluntarlily retiring. The Presidential election is wholly an aifair of the delegates 
and should be left to them. Let the Eight Wing, who are in a decided majority in 
the Congress, make a gesture to the Left Wing by accepting a Leftist candidate even 
at this Tate hour. I hope that my appeal will not be in vain.” 

With reference to the statement issued by Sardar Patel and others, to which 
Ml’. Bose refers above, the Associated Press stated that Seth Jamnalal Bajaj was also 
one of the signatories to it. The A. P. I. further stated that the last sentence in the 
leaders’ statement should read as follows (and not as wired out earlier) : “We would 
also, as his colleagues, urge on Subhas Babu to reconsider his decision and allow 
Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya’s election to be unanimous”. 

The controversy over the election of the Congress President, which developed 
as a result of the statements from Mr. Subhas Bose and seven members of the 
Congress Working Committee and the former’s rejoinder to the lattei’, was regretted 
in Eightist Congress circles. Mr. Bose’s allegation that the Eight Wing was going to 
compromise on the question of Federation was resented by orthodox Con¬ 
gressmen. They stated that the charge was unfounded and several of them wired to the 
Congress President challenging his statement and inviting him to produce evidence 
to substantiate the charges. One or two members of the W’orking Committee totally 
denied Mr. Bose’s accusation. 
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Sardar Patel’s Statement 

Sardar Vallabhhhai Patel made tlic following Btatement on the 25 Uj. January 
in reply to the 8taU:mcnt from Mr. Bublias Chandra Bose: 

“Snbhas Ral)u’8 is an amnr.inj' Btaiement, Hero are the facts: In almost 
every ease since Ift’O some members o! tlic Workinj? (kmiraittco liavo hehl informal 
coiiHuitation. When Gandliiji was in tlie Working Committee, lie used to give a 
lead by rccoraniending for cleetion tlie name for the i’rcaidcntiid chair, but after 
his witlidniwal from the Congress he has ceased to issue Buch statements. Ncverthc- 
loBS, members individindly and collectively have consulted him about the choice. 
ITiis year, too, 1 hsivc had coiisidtsitions with several members. Everyone of us had 
felt that the Mauluna Saheb was the only iNiHsible choice. But he could not be 
jiersuafM. In Banloli, during tlic week when the Working Committee was in session, 
Gaiidhiji appealed to the Maiilana to allow liimsclf to be nominated. But ho was 
adamant. On Sunday, January 15, however, ho came to Umidhiji early in the 
morning and told him that it went against his grain to resist him and to our great 
relief, he decidol to stand for ctci-tion. We kiusw at that time tlmt Dr. rattablii 
hatl been nominated by some Andhra frionds, and we knew too Unit Hubhas Balm 
was nominated. Wo felt sure that both woidil withdraw from the contest and Uiat 
Uic Miiulaiia Baheb would be unanimously elected. 

“At an informal consultation at itardoli at one stage or the other of which 
Maulaiia Aliul Kalam Asad, Hjt. Jawaliarhil Nchni, Balm Rajeiidra Brnsad, Bjt, 
Bhulabhai Dosai, Auharya Kripnlani, Mahatma (landlii and myself were ]ircscnt not 
by design but liy neeident, it was agreed tluit if per chtince tlie Manlona remained 
aiiamant iu his rc«istcine, according to Uio Constitution, Dr. Battabhi was Uic only 
i-hoicQ left, since we were clearly ot Uie opinion that it was iiiiiicccssaiy to re-elect 
Subhas Babii. In our minds there ivas never any question of Leftist or Rightist. 

“Let it be nottxl Uiat Subhas Balm knows Uiat the procedure adopted for his 
own election last year was precisely the same as Uiat which is being adopted now. 
Only at Uiat time we had no difficutty in perHimding other candidates to withdraw. 

“To roaumc the thread, Uiough Maulaiia Baheb liaJ consontwl, on reaching 
Bombay hie mind again became distnrlieil and as be thought he conlil not shoulder 
the burden of tlic high ollae, he rushed back to (Jainlliijl to ask him to relieve him. 
OaiuUiiji did not feel like pressing Uio iMaiilana any further. What ha)>pcned after, 
tile country knows, ft pains me to find tliat Bnbiuis Biibn imiailes nioUvcs to tlie 
signatories and Uic majority of Uic Working Commitlec. I c.-in only say that I know 
01 no member who wauls Uic FcikniUon of the (iovernment of India Act. 
And after all, no single nicmlior, not even the I’rcsident for Uic time being of Uio 
Congress, can do- cwlc on such liig issues. It is Uic Congress alone Unit can detudo 
and, tlicrcforc, Uic Working (kinuuittcc collwtivcly, wJicn the Congvess is not in 
session. And even tlic Working Commitlec has no jsiwer to depart from Uic letter or 
siiirit of the declared p-olicy of Uic Congress. 1 wholly dissent from Uic view Unit 
tlie Brcsidciit of the Congress lias any |>owcrs of initiating policies save by consent 
of the Working Comniittcc. More Uuin once Uic Working Committee has asserted 
itself in the tcolli of opivisitioii of I’residonls, who, bo it said to Uioir 
crcilit, have always liowal to Uio will of Uic Working Oomniittcc. All colleagues 
not being in Bardoli and the time being sliort, I have taken the liberty of 
answering Bnliluis Balm’s statement wiUiout reference to my colleagues, who are 
free to give Uicir own oi'iinioii. 

“For me, as for tlmsc wiUi wliom 1 have been aide to disciiss the question, Uie 
matter is not one of jicrsons and principles, nor of liclXisls and RigliUsts. The solo 
consideration is wliat is in the licst inleicst ot the cmintry, 'J'hosc who Jiiivc siiokcu 
had, in my oiiiiiion, a lerXect rigid to guide Uio. delegates. 1 receive almost daily 
wires or letters from dcl(?;atcs for giiidiuicc and I c.x|ia;t other colleagues too must 
he receiving Uicm. In Uie i-iivumslaiiccs, the riglit beeomos also a (Rity. But the 
guidance having been given, it is solely for Uic delegates to exercise their votes iu 
the manner they tliink best.” 


Mr. Sarat Base's Statement 

In a statement issued on Uio 25Ui. January on Uio snltjcct of the Prcsidcnlial 
election, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bone, meiiilicr, Congress Working Committee, said: 

‘The statement wliieh seven of my (tolloagucs on Uie Working Committee 
have issued on the 8ubjcc.t of Uic cicidion of Uie President of Uie liiduui National 
Congress comiicls me to break my rcUceuce. As Uiat statement has been given the 
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widest publicity, I feel it is my duty as a member of the Working Committee to 
give clear expression to the view I hold and not to idlow any sense of delicacy to 
stand in my way. I had no intimation until yesterday (January 24) morning 
that any of my colleagues propose to issue such a statement. My first reaction to 
such an intimation was that no member of the Working Committee should take 
sides in a contest between colleagues. I felt also that statements by members of the 
Working Committee on that subject would accentuate difTeronccs between the two 
Wings of the Congress. I entirely agree with Sardar Patel and the other signatories 
to that statement that greater consolidation of the Congress ranks, greater toleration 
and greater respect for one another’s opinions are necessary. And it is bemuse I 
feel that that statement offends against what they themselves have said about the 
necessity for greats consolidation of Congress ranks, greater toleration and greats 
respect for one another’s opinions that I consider it extremely unfortunate. 

"Eilection to the Presidential chair of the Congress is a matter to be decided 
by ddegates drawn from all over India and I feel more than ever convinced that 
nothing should be said or done by members of the Working Committee which m^t 
interfere in the slightest degree with the cscrciso by the del^ates of their choice 
in a free and unfettmod manner. If some members of the Worlang Committee deli¬ 
berate in secret and then publish the result of their deliberations witii a specific recom¬ 
mendation in favour of a particular ctmdidate, the system of election would bo 
reduced to a mere formality. It is obvious that such a recommendation really 
amounts to a mandate which is meant to bo obeyeil. To my mind members of the 
Working Committee owe to themselves and to the public not to he parties to any¬ 
thing wmch might smack even remotely of an authoritarian edict. I would conclude 
this statement by releasing to the jwess copies of the telegrams which have passed 
between Border Patel and myself on the subject.” 

Sardar-Sarat Bose Corrospondeneo. 

The following telegrams were exchanged between Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and 
Sardar Vallabhbkai Patel : 

Telegram from Sardar Vallabbbhai Patel to Mr. Sarat Cliandra Pose (dated .Tan, 
23) s ‘‘Feel Subhas IVibu’s statement on I’residontial election needs counter-state¬ 
ment from members of Working Committee, who feel re-election this year unnec-es- 
sary. Brief statement ready. It says re-election slmll Ihj only on exceptional cir¬ 
cumstances. No such at present for rc-elcction of Subhas Bobu. It rebuts Bubhas 
Babu’s contention about Federation, oh;, and says prMpmromcs awl imlicics are fixed 
not by President but by Congress or Working Committee. Counter-statement 
eommewls Dr. Pattabhi for election and aiwcals to Sulihas Bubu not to divide 
Congressmen on Presidentiai election. VallabUbliai”. 

In reply to the above, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose wired to Sardar Patel on .Tan. 
24 •• “Rocmvcil teltgram this morning. Head Manlana’s and Siibhas’s statements 
during journey to Syllict. In my view setting np of Dr. Pattabhi after Manlana’s 
withdrawal undesirable. Coming year more crilii^nl and cxce]>tional from every 
viewT'oint than 1*17. fitrongly foci no member of tlic Working Committee shonld 
take sides in contest between colleagues. Your proiiosed statement would 
accentuate dissensions between Right and I^ft Wings, which should Im avoided. I)r. 
Pattabhi will not insjure country’s conlidcneo in coming fight. Please do 
not divide Congress. Sarat Bose”. 

The same day, the Sardar wired back to Mr. Sarat Chandra Boso as follows: 
‘‘Appreciate your telegram Nothing but sense of duty compels issue of statement. 
DiffCTcnce is not between persons but principles. If contest is inevitable, it will 
take place without bitterness and imputation of motives. Re-election is held to be 
har mful to country’s causc. Vallabhbliul”. 

Gn .Tannary 2.'>, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose wircil to Sardar Patel: “Received 
telegram last night. Morning pajicrs published statement by you mid six members 
of Working Committee. Ih-oiioso releasing to Press this evening copies of teli^rams 
tetween us. Trust no objection. Sarat Bose”. 

p pw lar Patel replied: “Certainly no olijection to publication. Vallabhbhai.” 

Mr. Snbhas Bose’s Statement 

On the 26th. January, the Congress Ihrsident, Mr. Sttbhas Chandra Bose, 
issued another statement in reply to the statemenls made by Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitanunayya and Sardar VaHablibhai Patel. Mr. Bose said: 
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“Oncc! nunin I am forced into a public controversy by the."' statoments 
of Dr, Pattabhi and Sartlar i’atel. ITio former says that tlicro has been 
a unanimous desire among the people of Soulli India in general and of Andlira in 
particular Uial the next President uiould l>c mi Andbraile. It is dilHcult to believe 
that Cunp'essimm in any part of India tliiiik in terms of provincialism. Moreover 
I have b^ore me at the present moment teh^rams from Andhra Desa, voluntarily 
assuring me of Hup])ort. And so far ns Tamil Niulii is concemed, friends tlierc are 
among tliosc who aie most insistent that 1 shoulil not withdraw from tlic routest, 

“Sordor Pnlel’n statement contains a nilhcr damiuang confession. He says that 
some members of tlie Working Committee held an im]<ortant consnltatjon among 
tliemselves mid came to a certain dtsdsion. Is it not snnirisuig that neither the 
President nor tlie other members of the Working Committee knew anything of this f 
It is clear that he wants a President, wlio will l>c a more figureliciwl and a tool in 
the hmids of other members of Uiu Working Committee. The above coiircssion also 
confirms the goneral impression that tlie Working Committee is rcaliy controlled 
by a group witliiii it and that tlie other members arc tlicre on snfibrancc. 

_ “Though the Congress resolution on b’cilnrulion is one of uncom]>romising 
hostility, tlie fai^r, remaiiis that some infinoiitlul Congress leaders luivc heen advocating 
the conditiontd acceptance of die Kederation Scheme in private and in public. Up 
till now, there has not been tlie slighfuKt desire on the part of tlie liiglitist lenders 
to condemn such activities. It is no use shiitliiig one’s eyes to the reality of the 
situation. Can anylkKly elialicnge the fact that the belief is widely held that during 
the coming year, a compromise will Ik 3 ellis'tcil lietweeii the ilritisri Government and 
the Right wing of the Congress 1 Tills impression may he entirely erroneous, but 
it is tlicre all the same and noliotly can deny its avistciiec. 

“Not only that. It is also generally lieliovcil that the prospective list of 
Ministci-s for the Federation Caliinot 1ms hoen already drawn up. In the eircum' 
stances, it is hut natural Uiat the Left or Itaduail bloc in tlie Congress should feel 
BO strongly on the question of Uic Fodcratioii Bclicniu iiml sliould desire to have 
a gennino aiitl-Fcderationist in the I’rcsideiiihd chiur. The determination of 
Coiigi'css High Command to have a Rightist in tlie Chair at any cost has only 
served to make the Radical elements feel more suspicious. 

“The whole trouble has arisen bceansc of tiio attitude of the Right wing to- 
wards the I’lcsidential clcelioii. Even at tiiis lung iionr, if they neeept an anti* 
Fodcratiouist I’rcsidciit, they eon end this coiitroversy at once and thereby avert 
dissensions within tlie Congress. 

“Siicakiiig for myself I have, nlrciuly announced in public Uiat tiic real issue 
is that of Fctlcration. If a gcmiino anti-Fdicrutioiiist is accepted as the l^rcsidenk 
I shall gladly retire in his favour. This offer, publicly announced, will stana 
till the eve of the clectiou.” 


Mr. Bose Re-elected President 


On the 39th, January Mr. Subhaa Chandra Bose was re-elected President 
of the Indian National Congress by a majority of 203 votes. The final figures 
wore : Mr. Bubhas Chandra Rose, 1,.58(X Dr. Pattabbi Sitoromayya, 1,377. 

The following gives the voting figures Proviiieo by Province 


Tamil Nadu 
Orissa (Ulkal) 
Burma 
Gujarat 
Punjab 

Berar (Vidarbha) 
Kerala 
Bengal 
Andhra 

United Provinces 

Delld 

Bihmr 

Mahorastra 

Assam 

^mer Merwara 

Mahakoshal 

Karnatak 


Pattabbi 

Mr. Subhos 

102 

HO 

9!) 

44 

U 

8 

100 

5 

80 

182 

21 

11 

18 

80 

70 

404 

181 

28 

185 

209 

5 

10 

197 

70 

80 

77 

22 

34 

6 

20 

08 

67 

41 

106 
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Sind 21 13 

Nagpur 17 12 

Bombay City 14 12 

The Mahatma on Boso’a Re>eloetiou 

On the Slfli-. January Mahatma Qandhi iasued (lie following etatemeut on (lie 
election of Mr. Bubbas Bobu to the IboBidcinship of the OoiigrcBS :— 

Mr. Subhaa Bone baa achieved a dcclBivc victory over his opiioncnt, Ur. I’atta- 
bbi Bitaramayya. 1 must confuBs Dint, from the very beginning, I waB decidedly 
{^i;ainBt bis re-election for rcasonH into which 1 need not go. 1 do not BubBcribe 
to bis facts or the argumcnls in ids raaiiifcstocs. I tliink that his references to 
bis colleagues were uniusliticd and unworthy. Nevertheless, I am giiul of his 
victory. And sinco I was instrumental in inducing Ur. rnttabhi not to withdraw 
his name as a candidate when tlic Mauiuna Babeb willidrcw, the defeat is more 
mine than his. And I am nothing if I do not represent dchnite ])rinciplc8 
and policy. Therefore, it is plain to me that the dclcg.'ites do not approve of 
the principles and jiolicy for which 1 stand. 1 rejoice in this defeat. 

“It gives mo on o|>portunity of putting into prautiee, what I preached in 
my article on tlio wulk-ont of a minority at tlie last A. I. C. C. meeting in 
llclhi. Bubhoa Babu, instead of being rreshleiit on the sufferance of tlioBo whom 
be calls Kightists, is now I’rcsidcnt cicctol in a contested election. This enables 
him to choose a homogeneous Cabinet and enforce his ])rugrammc without let or 
hindrance, 

“There is one thing common between the majority and the minority, namely, 
inslstcuco on tiic internal purity of the Congress organisation. My writing in tlio 
Harijan have shown tluit the Ckmgrcss is fast tiocoming a <orri)]>t ocgtoiisation, in 
the sense that its registers contain a very large number of bogus members. I Lave 
been suggesting for ilio past many montlis tlio overliaiiiing of tlicso registors. I 
have no doubt that many of tlie dcii^ates who have boon etooted on tiic strength of 
these Ik^iib voters woulil bo unscatetT on scrutiny. But [ suggest no such drastic 
step. It will be enough if the rcgislors are purged of all bogus voters and ore 
made fool-proof for the future. 

“The minority Ims no cause for being disheartened. If they believe in the cur¬ 
rent programme of tiic Congress, they will find tliat it can bo worked, whether they 
are in a minority or a majority, and even whether (hey are in tlie Congress or out¬ 
side it The only thing that may possibly be aifected by the changes is the porlk- 
mentary programme. 

“The Ministers Imvc been chosen and tlio pro(p*ammo shaped by the erstwhile 
majority. But parliamentary work is but a minor item of the Congress programme. 
Congress Ministers have after all ,to live from day to day. It matters little to them whe¬ 
ther they are recalled on an issue in which tlicy are in agreement with tto Congress 
policy, or whether they resign because they are in disagreement with the Congress. 

“After all, Subhaa Babu is not an enemy of his country. Ho has suffered for 
it. In his ojiinion, his is the most forward and boldest jiolicy and programme. 
The minority can only wish it all success. If tlicy cannot keep i>aco with it, tlicy 
must come out of the Congress. It they can, tlioy will add strength to the majority. 
The minority may not obstruct on any accoont. They must abstain, when they 
cannot co-oporate. I must remind all Ooiigrcssmcii lliat those who being Congress- 
minded, remain outsulo it by design, represent it most. Those, tlicrcforo, who feel 
uncomfortable in being in the Congress, may come out, not in a spirit of ill-will, 
but with tiio dolibcrato pur(X)8C of rendering more effa^tivc service.” 

What followed next is given in the words of Bj. Subhaa Boae in the coarse of 
his Pr^doii^l Address;— 

“.TTic dcotion was followed by sensational developments, culminating in 

(he resmnation of twelve out of fifteen members of the Working (iommittoe headed 
by Sardat Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam Azail and Mr. Kajciidra Prasad. Aiiolher 
distinguished and oraiiiont momlicr of tlio Working Committee, Pandit Nehru 
thoi^ he did not formally resign, issued a sUUement whidi led everyb^y to be¬ 
lieve that ho had also resigned. On the eve of tlie Tripnri Congress, the events at 
Bajkot forcol Mahatma (Tandlii to undertake a vow of fast unto death. And then 
the President arrived at Tripuri a sick man. 





The Indian National Congress 

52nd. Session—Tripuri—10th. March to 12th. March 1939 

Two hundred thousand persons att;nded the fifty-second session of the Indian 
National Congress which opened at 6-3( p.m. on the 10th. March 1939 in the vast 
amphitheatre in Vishnudatt Nagar, Tripuri in the Central Provinces. 

The wooded hill-side, rising behind the leaders’ dais, was mottled with thou¬ 
sands of men and women who had githered there to watch the Congress session. 
The gentle slope from the hill towards t ie river Ncrbudda made it an ideal site for 
a political congregation. A colossal stat ic of “The Awakened Peasant,” carrying on 
his shoulders a plough, was erected on cne side of the rostrum facing the audience. 
On the right was the leaders’ dais, standing twenty feet above the ground level. On 
the dais were seated the leaders who hat resigned from the Working Committee and 
other prominent Congressmen. 

The gathering cheered warmly as ]*andit Nehru escorted the members of the 
Egyptian Delegation to the dais, and seated them by the side of Khan Abdul Gaffar 
Khan and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 

The vast area of the amphitheatre was divided into diifcrent enclosures, with 
men and women volunteers standing gt ard. The two gates opening into the Amphi¬ 
theatre were tastefully decorated and stojd out prominently against the background 
of the green hills beyond. 

When Seth Oovindas announced tl at the “Bande Mataram” would be sung, the 
audience, numbering over two lakhs, stoul up in pin-drop silence. Even the people 
perched on the jutting rooks did so, as I he strains of the “Bande Mataram”, sung in 
chorus by sis young girls, rose up. 

After Seth Govintlas had read his welcome address, he announced that, owing to 
illness, the President was not able to at end the opening session. He also announced 
that, in the absence of the President, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the seniormost 
ex-President of the Congress, would tak; chair. 

Maulana Azad said that Mr. Bose’s condition before he left Calcutta was not 
such as could have enabled him to unlortake the journey, but ho came to Tripuri 
against the doctors’ advice. They had {11 hoped that his condition would improve 
sufficiently to enable him to attend the open session, but it was not the case. Mr. 
Bose's doctors had advised him against attending the sesion to-day. To their 
regret, therefore, they had to cond ict the proceedings without the President. 
Maulana Azad then called upon Aciarya Narendra Deo to read the Hindustani 
version of the Presidential Address. The English address was read out by Mr. 
Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Egyptian De egation Welcomed 

Pandit Jawaharlal was greeted with prolonged cheers when he rose up to thank 
the Es^yptian delegation. The Pandit said that the delegation was there to-day 
to fulfil a long-standing promise. They wad brought a message of hope to the people of 
India, “I hope,” Pandit Nehru said, “uc will be able to send through the delegates 
a similar message to Egypt. The Egyptian struggle is part of our own struggle, as 
they are fighting the same enemy as cursclves, namely, British Imperialism. It is 
true that conditions in India .are different, but yet we can benefit from each other’s 
experiences. Therefore, it is a peculiar jdeasurc for us to meet them here to-night. 
But our great regret is that their great leader, Nahas Pasha, was unable to accompany 
the delegation. When I was in Egypt he had exyn-essed his eagerness to visit India, 
and I have no doubt that, when he is in a position to do so, he will visit India”. 

Delegation Leader’s Reply 

Mahmood Beij, Leader of the Delegation, emphasised in the course of reply, 
the need for unity, and said that Egypt became victorious because of unity and, 
therefore, suggested that India should also adopt measures for such unity. 

“It was the ardent desire of om Leader and President of the Wafdist Party, 
Mohammad Nahas Pasha to attend this session of your National Congress, but impor¬ 
tant political circumstances and constitutional issues unfortunately prevented our leader 
from attending the Congress in person. With immense pleasure, I and my collea¬ 
gues are in your midst. The noble mission of attending your Congress will only 
41 
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be equalloil by tiie great honour of briiiguig to Urn ))ooplo of India, on behalf of the 
people of h^pt. moat cordial and fraternal grectinga and beet widics for this 
glorious country. (I.oud chccra and applause). 

“Ijadies and gentlemen, the vwit we iwiy yon, in rcsiionso to your kind in¬ 
vitation, evokes in our hearts Utc dcciiest feelings, and brings back to our minds 
numerous cliaractcristics common to our two cunntrics, and the different aa))ects 
that link us t^ether. Is it not a fact Uiat religions and pliilosuphies sprang from 
the East and combine us together V The East Ims been tlic birth-place of religions 
which pre^ co-operation and peace, religions that set the ideals for a powerful 
life among all people and seek the welfare and Jmppiness of all. 

It was therefore no wonder, he continucil, that tlie feelings of the pcojde in 
both countries were similar, and it was no wonder that there was resemblance in 
leaderslup and movements and in the methods of struggle between the two conn- 
tries. “It was in the year 1018”, he continued, “tluit bur leader /aghlul Pasha 
shook imi)eriidi8m in h^ypt and at alkiut the wimc time, ttio far-sighted leadership 
of Mahatma Gandlii began to l)roak tiic chains of iin|)criali3m ui India, These 
loaders and their colleagnca, with grciit i>alicucc and persisfance, have fought for the 
past so many years, /aghlul I'iisfia fell in tlic baltlo-liehl, an old and sick man 
who had withstood hawlshins. Iiulccd lie was a brave commander. Nahas Pasha, 
our present leader, carried aloft tJic banner of /aghlul. Detention, exile. persei'Utiou 
and threats have never deterro*! him from his of>icetiYC, and he linally sueeceded. 
Ilis farsighted leadership has led Egypt from victory to victory, winning for her the 
Treaty of ludeiicndcneo and Alliance signed in August 1036, and the Treaty 
Abolishing Ciipitulations signed in Moutretd in May 1030. 

“Ladies and Gentlemen, the decisive ctement in the success of Egypt was 
unity. No people lighting for their liberty can afford to bo disunited. Wo wore a 
nation of Muslims and Christians, bnt /iigldnl forged \i8 into a nation of Egyiffians. 

S olid cheers and applause.) It is our unity and leadership that sociucu for us 
deiiendcnco and liberty. 

“ladies anil gonllcmon, the iirescnt visit, I hoiie, will inaugurate a now era in 
the relations of Egypt and India, and as Mahatma UantUii has said in his tcli^am, 
the visit wUl afford mi insoluble liond tetween India and Egypt. Nothing will bo 
more welcome to tho Egyptian nation and to onr loader, Nanas Pasha, than to 
receive a Dcli^ation of the Congress to the Wnfd Congress which will meet in 
April next. I hope that this exchange of visits will inaugurate a new era in the 
relations between the nations of the East. 

“Before eonoluiling, I would like to express onr groat admiration at the sight 
of such huge multitudes of iksopIo coming from all parts of your immense country 
and representing hundreds of millions of difTcrcut religions and cultures working 
hand in hand ror the great cause of India and our hope that just like in I^ypt, 
where Arabs and Christians merged tc^ethci and fouglit against ImperioUsm, in 
Indk also the people will merge togctlicr and fight for independence.” 


The Welcome Address 

The following are extracts from tho Welcome Address delivered by Sj. Seth 
Oovindas, tho Chairman of tho Ixcccptiou Committuo :— 

It was during tlic Nagpur Congress in IftlO that tlio Congress Provinces wore 
oonstitnteil on a liiignistie basis. A separate )>roviiiec was formed out of the Hiiidii- 
stani-sjicakiiig districts and named IlindnsUuii 0. P. Its ancient name ‘MalinkoshaP 
was revived during the Batyagraha niovcmcnt of 1930, and subscfiiiciitly it was 
approved by the Congress. In its loyalty to tiic Congress, Mahakoshal claims a 
foremost place. Its ixilitical history of the last 18 years can well justify this claim. 
ITie people of this province gave a ready rcsiioiise to tJie Non-Oo-oiwralion and 
Civil Disobodicnce movements. The Flag fcatyagniha wliieh ultimately succeeded 
in Nagpur was startcil at Jubbulporc. The Forest Batyograha was started at the 
instance of our province. 

Even in the parliamentary sphere it has no mean achievement to its credit. 
During the 1923 election, tlie Swaraj party secured raajoriiies only in Bengal and the 
Central Provinces. The Bengal majority broke down after some time, but in onr 
province, no Ministrjf could be formisl tor full tJirec years. In tho election of 1926, 
while the other districts of C, P. and Berar were carried away by the wave of 
Bespousivism, Mahakoshal still kept the Congress Mag flying high. The lavi^ 
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praises bestowed upon Maliakoshal by the into Vandit Motilol Ndirn after the 
ele(!tions will, for ever, remain a matter of pri<le to us. If one (uialysos the election 
results of 1937 and takes tlio hj^urcs of Maltukosbal separately from those of other 
intrls of 0. I’, and licrar, one will find that Mobakoshal leads all other provinces. 

There is only one reason for our snettess. The pwplo of this province have 
never given even a inoincat’s thought to any organisation other than the Congress. 
Whenever an election fight cnsuoil. it was always directly between the Congressmen 
on one side and the a})oiogists of the Ilriiisli rule on tlic otlier. The Hindu Babha, 
the Resjxmsivist Tarty, the AinlKslkar l‘arty, ct<?., never found a congenial soil in 
Mahakosbal. 'Jhe Muslim IxMiguecanic into cxislenccin our province only last year. 
We always rcioiue (o remember Unit on tlic eve of the Bimon Commission’s visit to 
India the landholders of Mnhakoshal convened a meeting and passed a unanimous 
resolution to boycott the unwanted Ootnmission. All t>roYinces of India have vied 
with one another in ofTcring saerificcs for the freedom of the county. All that we 
claim is that whatever our shortcumiugs in olher directions, the province of Maha- 
koshat, to which yon have allowed the i>rivii«»c of welcoming you to*day, has not 
been found wanting in its devotion to the Congress. 

After the examtlo of the Chairman of the IJoripura Congress Bccei)tion 
Committee. 1 luul decided to wind up my sjiecch here. Tire situation which has 
developed in the country during the past tow weeks as also tlio international situation 
however, compel mo to add a few words. The world is passing through a crisis. 
Bmall or big wars liavc been going on in Europe and Asia, and any day a world war 
might break out. Even if Iiidia so ilcsires, she cannot keep wholly aloof. In orcto 
to decide our attitude towards any such war, we shall have to gauge the position of 
England and France on one side, of tiennnny and Italy on the other and of 
America and .Tapnn on the third. After tljc (urnquest of Abyssinia by Italy, it is only 
tlio Arabian Bca that separates us from the new Italiau Empire. Again, both Italy 
and Germany having ol)tainc<l footholds in Bpain, flic Mwlitcrranean route is no 
longer as 0 )>cn to England as it had been in the past. Whenever a war breaks ont. 
our armies arc s]Kcdtly sent out to Europe. In case of on invasion from outside, 
India will have no means of defence left to her. 

Wo arc now tliroatencd with foreign invasions not only from the West but also 
from the East. The rising power of .lapan is ns much a nicnoeo to us now as some 
Western nations had liecn in the isist. .latmn kept aloof during tlio Inst war, but this 
time her attitude seems to have cnaiigeil. A sec.lion of the American press bas gone 
even to flie extent ot asserting that CscchoHlovakiii was sncrifictsl at Munich solely 
on ncconiit of flie ftSsir of .Tiipaii. It is nimonred tli.'it secret rci'orts from Britm 
spies stationed in Che Fur ImihC sUititd Unit as soon os England would declare war 
against Gennaiiy over the Czedioslovakian issue, .ra)>an would invtulc Australia and 
fliat it was oti receipt of these reports that Mr. Cliambcriuin hurriedly made up his 
mind to see Hitler and sacrifice Cwchoslovnkia. The Mediten-oncan Bea has almost 
liawne an “Ualuiii Ijakc.” The only lio|«of proUvjting British ]ioKSC8sion8 in flie 
Far East lies in America’s siding in any fninre war with England. At present Ml 
flic cflbrts of England arc lUrwtcil lowanfs inducing America to ioin the war. Eng¬ 
land desires that America shnnld comniit herself to loves’s laixmr of protecting tlie 
British Em|>irc in the East. Jlistoiy rn-ordsso far no such example of altruistic 
alliance in the world of politics. Hnmil wonder that at the present moment public 
opinion in America is against any sacrifice on the part of America in men and money 
fur flie protection of British imsessions in flic East. 

Under the circumstances, it is iloubtfnl how far Britain will be able to defend 
India. Bhe will have to defend herself, and she ciuniot do so until she has complete 
control over her army and her foreign jiolicy. 'J'luis, it is obvious that the problem 
of India’s sclf-ttefoncc ean not be sepiivaUsl from the bigger question of her indciien- 
dcnce. It is said that fJermany, .lafiaii and 1 tally arc determined upon a war because 
they need land for flieir siir)>lus |iopuIntions. Considered from this |X>int of view, 
Inilia’s ncisls are even gresiter. Her iiupiilation is growing rai>ully, but the door 
of otiicr countries are being banj^cd against her iieoplo. A large number of Indians 
have settled in foreign lands for aixnit a century and with flic sweat of thdr brow 
have made these eonnlrics fit for human habitattun. Even in these lands, our country¬ 
men are not allowcil to live in pciwc and on terms of equality. The question of the 
clove trade in J^an/.ibar was solved only yesterday. In Kenya the Highlands can be 
acquired by the whiles of any nationality but not flic coloured. The fact that they 
may not bo Britisli subjects is immaterial. However, our countrymen, who ^ve 
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lived there for many years and \vl»o are also suppored to lie British subicc.ts 
have no rights to pundiaso tlioan IhihIs. Knt^hind can even tolerate the talk 
of returniuir Taneanyika to Germany, but declares herself iKiwerlcss to protect 
the int^csts of lier own subjiK-ts in Soiitli and East Africa. Only last year 
tlto British Govorument entered into a tnulc agreement on behalf of India 
with South Africa against the cummen-ial iiitcresta of Ihc country and witboiil Uie 
eon^nt of the Central r<egislatiirc. Tlic Minister for Interior in the L'niou of ^*outh 
Afri<*a hinted only the other day at l^islniion for segregating Indians residing in 
Natid and Transvaal. Even Ceylon, Fiji and Malaya and British (iiiiaua continuously 
give pin priuks to our people settled there. 

Ijast yair I saw with my own eyes the pitiable conilition of our people in 
Africa. It is there (hat wo fully retdise tlie fiict of onr jioliiical Ixindage. Hiul we 
been indeiiendeul, wo would not have Uilenitcd this condition even for a single day. 
I could understand only after visiting Africa wliy, after fighting for the rights m 
Indians overseas for so mmiy years, Maliatnia Gandlu arrived at tlic coiieliision that 
tlie question of Indian settlers is deiHindent fur its solution upon the question of 
Indian independence. 

Thus, turn w'herever we may, wc find ourselves faced with difliciilties. At tliis 
juncture what we neol most is soliit ]iatriotism, political sagacity and sound Icadcr- 
shiji. What a pity that at this very crilical hour in onr liistory signs of internal 
strife sliould iiiauifest themselves. We have begun to think of ehanging horses in 
midstream. 

'Fhe Indian National Congress was founded for carrying on the struggle for 
freedom, _tmd from time to linie wo liavc not luvsitated to be gnided by niclalors. 
Even during the pcruKls inturvcniiig la'twwn various inovcnients, wc could not fully 
follow deraocratI<i_ principles. Even lOngland, known us (lie birtli-pliu-e of demw.racy, 
eubstitutCB a coidition ministry, on the basis of dic.laloi'ship, in times of war. Ciir 
Congress organirnduu can Imi coiupnrtHi with the Fascist I’ariy of Italy, the Nasi 
Far^ of Germany and the Commiuiist I'arty of Russia, allbough they have cmliniced 
violence an<l wc are wedded to tlie creed of non-violence. All the inliabitmils of Italy 
are not Fascists, the ciidrc German public is not Nasi, neitlier arc all Kiissbins 
Communists ; yet almost all Italians, Germans and Russians have faith in tiicir res¬ 
pective jiarties. Every I iiditui is not a four nuna momlicr of the Congress, yet all 
Indians arc with the Congress. Midmlma Gtuidlii mwupics the same imsition among 
Congressmen as that held by Mussolini among Fascists, Hitler among Nazis and 
Btalin among Communists. 

Tlie Congress os at present coiistitudwl, is the creatiou of Mahatma OnndliL 
lie aims un<l olijecls and (he means of attaining Uium, iiaiiiely, truth and non- 
viuleneCi have been laid down by him. The various sirngglcs for independence iuiliat- 
eil diiriug the jnwt twenty years wore slarled, carried on and terminated in occordaneo 
wito his dictates. True, the Mahatma lias no siHs-ilie place assigned to him in tlic 
written constitution of the t^oiigrcss. Imt he will deny that a pnic.ticc lias gmwii up 
to elect as the tlongrcss l*i-csidciit the iierson iiiion whom Miuintnia GtiiidJii’s choice 
falls and for the I’resident to nomiiitilc on Ills Wiirkiiig Committee mostly those 
approvisl by Gandhiji. In brief, be has liceii all in all in tlic Congress. I'undit 
Jawaharlal Nehru declareil the oilier day iu Eiiroiie tliat Giindhiil is even greater 
than the (Joiigrcss. The J’resiilcnt of tins year was rigid when he said rweiitly that 
it would be a tragedy if ho got the coiifidcuve of ollicrs but failed to win the exin- 
fideuce of the greatest man of Itiditu 

To-day wc have assembled hero under pceidiar eirciimstaiieos. Mahalmaji has 
declared the election of this year’s President as his own defeat. It is also stated that 
the new programme is to resort to dinsst action iinco again, if necessary, after giving 
six mouths’ ultimatum to the British Uovcnimeiit. I plead igiionuico or secrets, but 
as far as I am aware, Midiatma Gmidiiior any of his colleagues iitis never oxpressixl 
himself in fayonr of acceptiiig the Federal imrt of the Goveruiiiciit of India Act. If 
tills position is eoiiccded-and f have no reason to siiB)iecl otherwise—I make bold to 
say that the issue before us is quite simple. A 6lrug(;le against Fixlcratioii is a fore¬ 
gone couelusion. What remains for dtxdsion is tlie time and tlie manner at initiating 
the campaign. 1 ho|ie tliat the fight will be a iioii-violoul one. 

Mahatma Gandlu is the Acharya of non-violence and knows best the tcehiiiquo 
of the iion-violeiit struggle. It is, therefore, imtiindly expected that it should bo left 
to the good old teacher to decide when and how Uic next light should be started. 
As a matter of fact, Uic struggle is already in pnigress. 'Jlie FcderaUoii is dcsigueil 
1C comprise Indian Stales and the British provinces. The majority of the B&sh 
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provinces are under Ujo control of the Congress to-day. If I have correctly followed 
tlie views of the rresnlent, I think his desire is to extend the Congress r^me wso 
over the Tcinulning provlnccB, Gandlkiii liae already started the struggle in Indian 
States. The counlry will be the gainer it, as 1 have stated above, the_ Congress 
secures control over the remaining provinces and throws its full weight in the 
struggle to win the light in Indian States. I liavc not the least doubt that Mahatmaji 
will him^f give a new turn to the struggle at the opportune moment, and what the 
President wants to-diiy will surely hap|>cii to-morrow. 

I admire the enthusiasm of those who are impatient to give a fight. In politics 
endiusiasm alone, however, docs not bring sniiccss ; confidence in the accredited leader 
and discipline are ^sential. The strent^ gained by the country under the leader¬ 
ship of Maliatmii (landhi during uio past twenty years is unpret'edented in our 
political liistory. Idkc a tried Ocnci-al several tiroes ho asked ns to march forward, 
and when necessary he sloweil clown our pace, and at limes cried halt. Under his 
guidance wo have not stumbled yet, and there is no reason why we should deviate 
from the path so lar followed by us. 

The Presidential Addretv 

The following is the text of the I’rcsidcntial Address of Sj. Subhas Chandra 
Bose . 

“Comrade Cliuirman, sister and brother dclegales,— 

“1 ttiank you from tlic liottoin of ray heart for tlie great honour yon have 
done mo by re-electing mo to Uic I’residcntiiil Chair of the Indian National 
Congress and also for the warm and cordial wclc-ome yon have given me here 
at Tripurl. It is true that, at my request, yon have had to disticnsc with some 
of the pomp that is usniil on such ocvastniis—Hut I feel that tliat enforced step 
has not taken away one iota of the warmth and cordiality of your reception 
and I hojic tliat nobody will regret (he curtailment of it on this occaaion. 

“Friends, before I proceed any further, I shall voice your feelings by ex¬ 
pressing our joy at the success of Mahatma Uamlhi’s mission to Rajkot and the 
termination ot bis fast in couscxincncc tiiercof. The whole country now feds 
happy and tremembusly relieved. 

“Friends, tliis year promises to bo an abnormal or extraordinary one in 
many ways, 'fhe l.Vcsidciitial election tliis time was not of a humdrum type. 
The election was followed by sensational dcvclopraciits, culminating in the resig¬ 
nation of twelve out of tho fifteen members of the Working Committee, hcadM 
by Hardai- Paid, Maulnna Abul Eulani Aznd and Mr. Rajcndra ITssad. Another 
distinguished and eminent monibor of the Working Committee, I'nndit Nohni, 
tliough he did not formally resign, issued a statement which led everybody to 
liclicvc that ho had also resigned. On the evo of tlic Tripuri Congress, the events 
at Rajkot forced Mahatma ClaixUii to undertake a vow of a fast unto death. 
And then the President arrived at TVipiiri a sick man. It will, therefore, be 
in the fitness of things if the Presidential Address this year can claim to be a 
dcimrturo from proedent in the matter of its Icngtli. 

“Friends, you are aware that tlic Wafdist dcli^ation from Eg^t have 
arrived in our midst as the guests of tho Indian National Congress. You will 
loin me in according tlio most hearty wdeoroo to all of them. Wo are ox^mely 
happy that they found it iiossible to accept our invitation and make tho voyage 
to India. Wc are only sorry that iioUticuI exigencies in Egyiit did not permit 
tho President of the Wafd, Mustapha Nabas I’asha, to personal^ lead this dde- 
gatioii. Having hail the privilq$c of knowing personally the President and ^e 
leading members of the Wafdist Party, my joy to-day is all the greater. Once 
again I offer them, on behalf of our coiuitryraon, a most hearty and cordial 
wclcoin6« 

“Since wc met at Haripura in February 1038, sovoral significant events have 
taken place in tlio international sphere, 'fhe most important of these is the 
Munich Pact of f^iptcmber 1938, which implied an abject surrender to Nazi G«- 
many on the part of the Western Powers, EYouce and Great Britain. As 
residt of this, France ceased to be a dominant iiower in Europe and the hi^o- 
money passed into the hands of Germany without a shot bciug fired. In more 
rcc^cut times, the gradual collapse of the llepublican Government in Spain seems 
to Imve added to tho strength and prestige of Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, 
Tlie so-caRed Deroocratio Powers, E'ronce and Great Britain, have joined Italy 
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and Germany in conspiring'io eliminate Boviet Busaia from European poIiUca 
for the timo bdng. But how long will that be jmssiblo ? And what naTO France 
and Great Britain gained by trying to humiliate Bussia. 

“^ere is no doubt that os _ the roBiilt of the recent international develop¬ 
ments in Eutoim) ns well as in Asia, British and French imperialism bavo received 
a considerable setback in the matter of strength and prestige. 

“Coming to homo politics, in view of my ill-hetdth, I shall content myself with 
referring only to a few im])Ortaut problems. In the first place, I must give a clear 
and unequivocal exirression to what I have been feeling for sometimes past, namely, 
that the timo has come for ns to raise the issue of Bwaraj and submit our National 
Demand to the British Government in the form of on ultimatum. The timo is long 
T^t when we could have adopted a passive attitude and waited for the Federal 
S^eme to be imposed on us. The problem no lunger is as to when Ihe Federal 
Bcheme will be forced down our throats. 

“The problem is as to what wo should do if the Federal Bcheme is conveniently 
shelved for a few years till i^ace is stabilised in Europe. There is no doubt that 
once there is stable peace in Europe, whether through a Four-Fower Pact or through 
some other means'Great Britain with adopt a strong Empire policy. The fact tliat 
she is now showing some si^s of trying to conciliate the Aralis as against the 
Jews in Palestine is because she is feeling herself weak in the international sphere. 
In my opinion, therefore, wc should submit our National Demand to the British 
Government in the form of an ultimatum mid give a certain time-limit within 
whi^ a reply is to be exiiocted. If no reply is received within this period, or if an 
unsatisfactory reply is received, wc should resort to such sanctions as wc possess in 
order to enforce onr National Dcmmid. 

“The sanction that we j^obbcss to-day is Mass Civil Disobedionc® or Satyagrahn. 
And tho British Government to-day arc not in a {losition to face major confiict 
like an All-Tndia Batyagraha for a long period. It grieves me to find that there are 
people in tho Congress who are so iiessimistic as to think tlint the timo is not ripe 
tor a major assault on British lm]K 2 rialism. But looking at the situation in a 
thoroughly realistic manner, I do not sco the slightest ground for pessimism. With 
the Congress in power in eight ]*rovince8, tho strength and prestige of our national 
organisation have gone up. Thu mass movement has mode eonsidcrablo headway 
throughout Britisli India. And lust but not least, there is an nuprccedcnlcd 
awakening in tho Iiidinii States. Wlint more opiiortuno moment could wc find in 
our national history for a final nilvaix^o in tho direction of Bwaraj xiarticiilarly 
when the intcinalional situation is favourable to ns ? 

''Speaking as a cold-blooded realist, 1 may say tliat all tlic facts of tho 
present-day situation are so much to our ailvmiiiq'c tliat one should entertain the 
fiighest degree of optimism. If only wc sink our diiTereneeB, pool onr resources aud 
put our Bill weight in the uatioiial strii^qxlc, we can make our att«u:k ou British 
imporudisra irrcsistililu. 

“Shall wc have the political foresight to niakc the most of our jircsniit favoura¬ 
ble position or shall wo miss this op]KirUmity, wliich is a raro ojiportunily in the 
life of a nation ?” 

“I liavc already referred to tlic awakening in India an<l to the awakening in tlie 
Indian Btates. I am dcfiiiiiely of die view that wo should revise our attitude towards, 
the Btates as defined by the liaripura Congress resolution. That resolution, as you 
are aware, ymt a ban on certain forms of activity in the States licing eouducted in 
the name of tho Congress. Under that rtsolulioii neither Parliarociitai 7 work nor 
the struggle against tlic work (f) should be carrunl on in tlie name of ttie Conmress; 
but since liaripura much has happened. To-<biy wc find tliat Uio I'arainouut Power 
is in league with State authorities in most pliu-es. In such eircumstanccs, should 
we of the Congress not draw closer to the iieople of the Btates ? 

•*1 have no doubt m my mind as to what our duty is to-day. Besides lifting 
the above ban, the work of guiding tho xKipiilar movement in the States for Civil 
liberty and Bcsxxinsililo Government should be conducted by the Working Commit¬ 
tee on a comprehensive and systomatie liasis. 'I'he work so far done has liScn of a 
piece-meal nature, and there has hardly been any system or iilan bdiind it. Rut the 
time has como when tlic Working Committee should assume tliis rcsixinsibility and 
discharge it in a comprehensive and systematic way and, if iiei'cssary, apjxiint a 
special Bub-Committec for Uic rmriioso. Ilie fullest use should be made of tiro 

f nidanco and co-OT>ertvtion of Mahatma Gandhi aud of tlie co-oiwration of the AII- 
udia StetCB Peoples’ Conference. 
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“I have referred Ciirlicr to the ndvisalrility of our mnkiiiK the final advance 
In the direction of Kwaraj. That tvill iicot ailcqutde preparation. In tlic first 
pliu;e, wo shall have to take steps to ruUdi'Ssly remove whatever comurtion or 
ivetikness has entered in our ranks, largely diu; to tlie lure of power. Next, wo 
shall have to work in close eo-opcralioii with all unti-impcrinlist o^anisations in 
the country—particularly the Ivlsan niuvciucnt and Uie Trade Union movemeut. 
All the radical c}cm(mt8 in tlic conntiy must work in close harmony and co¬ 
operation and efturts of all anti-imperialist organisations must converge in the 
direction of a final assault on llritish iinjicrialism. 

_ "Fiieiuls, to-ilay the atinosjdicru witliin tlic Congress is clouded and dis¬ 
sensions have apt)car«l. Many of onr friends are consequently feeling depress^ 
anil disinritcd. Hut I am incorrigiblo optimist. 'Jlio cloud that you see to-day 
is a passing one. I have faith in the patriotism of my countrymen. I am sure 
that, ticforc long, wo shall bo able to lido over tlic present difiicultics and restore 
unity within our ranks. 

“A somewhat similar situation had arisim at the time of the Gaya Congress 
in lHiil and thoroafler, when Deshbaiidliu Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru of hollowcil 
memory started the Bawraj Party. May the B)<irit of my late (lurii, of the revered 
Moiilal and of the other great sons of fiidia inspire jib in tho ]ircscnt crisis, and 
Mahatma Ciaiidhi, who is still with ns, guide niiil assist our nalioii and help ^e 
Congress out of tJie present tangle -tliis is my earnest prayer. Vaude Mntoram.” 


Proceedings and Resolutions 

Second Day - Trlpnrl-11th. March 1939 

Uproarious svcucs marked to-«biy’s [(roccedings of tho session. Mr. U. 8. Aney 
moved that, in view of the alarining slate of the President’s health, tlio 
consideration of tho resolution on the clarification of tlio misunderstand¬ 
ing that had arisen out of the I’rcsidenlial election, should bo referred to the A. I. 
C. C. for disposal at some future dale. 

This was greeted by loud shouts of “no, no” from a section of the delegates 
and the procceilings were iiilcrniptcd for a few minutes. 

Mr. Alley, who was constautly inlcrrupted, stated that it was not necessary 
for him to make any siiecch at all. They had listened to the condition of healtn 
of the Presiilcnt and he was sure that they would carry his motion unanimously, 
(Bbuuts of “no" and “withdraw tho resolutiou” from a section of the llonse.) 

Pandit O. B Pant. 8|icnking next, c.xplaincil that Mr. Aney’s resolution sought 
to refer tho first resolution passed by the Bubiects Committee to the All India Con¬ 
gress Committee. Tho delegates might recall tliat the resolution refen-ed to state¬ 
ments made during the Prcsidoiitial election. Tho delegates had the fullest authority 
to decide whctlicr tlic matter should be disnussetl in Ihe open session now or be 
referred to the All-India Congress Committee for dlsjiosBl. So for as he himself 
was concerned, lie was in agreeinoiit with Mr, Ancy’s jiroposal. Everyone was, at 
present, anxious about the Kastrapalhi’s health and everyone was anxious ^at he 
should recover as soon as iiossibic. If Mr. Ancy’s protiosal was accepted, it was 
lossible to remove the 1’resident immediately to the hospital at Jiibbulpur. (renewed 
shouts of “no, no” and “withdraw the resolution” from a section of the 
House). It was also tlio wish of all leaders, said Pandit Pant, that Ihe 
resolution should be rcferrcil to tlic AU-ludla Congress Committee and not 
discussed ill the open session. ^ 

ifaulana Ahul Kalam Azad Uicii put the motion to the House and after count¬ 
ing hands twice, jlcclarcd Mr. Ancy’s jiroposiil ciuTicil by a clear maiority, 
Ucngal delegates voting iiguiiist it. T'his was Uio sigiiid for iqiroarious scenes. 

Following tlio dcirluration of tlio result of voting on Mr. Aney’/t proposal, there 
were rei<catod slunito of “no, no, witliilraw” from a section of tlic House which 
wore more or less coiifineil to tfic Ucngal «leli^atcs’ enclosure. The uproar increased 
in vigour and witliiii a few minutes, (Juit section of tlio delegates and some visitors 
found their way inio the ojicn gangway in front of tlie rostrum. 

“Inquilab Ziiiilabiul”, •'Bamt Cliaiidra nose-ki-,lai”, “Subhas Biibu-ki-.M” and 
such other slogans were raiseil by tlio crowd that bad gatbereil and continued to 
rend the air os Mr. Javiaharlal Nehru stood up to e.Niilain that if they demand^ 
a )ioll on Mr. Ancy’s ijroposal, it could Iks done only to-morrow in the Subjects 
Committee pandal. liis voice was drowned in the l^ut still he piRsisted. 
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Other loaders came on the rostrum and hurried consultations wore held. But 
the crowd continued to shout and everytime Mr. Nehru attempted to speak, there 
were renewed shouts, making it impossible for him to proceed. The vast 
gathering outside and those gathered in front of the roatmm were, however, sitting 
in perfect order. 

The impsso continued for over an hour, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru all the while 
standing in front of the microphone. He bowed more than once in appeal to the 
crowd to listen to him but they did not resimnd and continued to stand and 
shout, some shaking their clenched fists at him. 

At last, Mr. Sarat Bose came to the microphone and asked the crowd 
to sit down, which they did and later, on his appenl went back to the enclosure. 
Mr. Nehru again came to the microphone and, amidst confusion again, started to 
address the gathering. 

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, whoso patience appeared to bo nearly exhausted, was 
beard talking to Mr. Sarat Bose excitedly. Mr. Nehru i>crsistcd m addressing the 
gathering and, after a few minutes. ap()carcd to have got control over the situation. 
The uproar subsided gradually and excepting for occasional interruptions the entire 
audience settled down. 

After a few minutes, there was complete order, and in perfect silenen the vast 

f athering heard one of the most impassioned and feeling 8[>ccchcB tram Mr. 

awaharlal Ncliru, whose voice was faitcrinji; and who was brimming over with feel¬ 
ing. He made a supreme appeal for discipline and chastised the recalcitrant dele¬ 
gates, repeatedly reminding tlicm that they hiul done the greatest injury to the 
Congress by their exhibition of tcm^icr and indiscipline. 

Mr. Nehru si>okc in all for nliout forty-five minutes, both in Hindustani and 
English. Ho said, ‘T am afraid I have tried the patience of the House for a long 
time now. I did not come liuie to make a speech or discuss tliis or that 
question. I simply came here to explain tlic position which tlio Fresident 
wanted me to c.xplain. You wiil remcrabor that votes were taken on Mr. 
Alley’s resolution and Maulaua Hahcb had declared that it hwl Iiocn passed. 
There was some protest from a certain section of the House and 
there was a good deal of shouting. The Ihesidcnt was clear in Ids mind as 
to the result and I came to toll you tliat, if yon desire to have a division, 
certainly there will be a division. Every facility would be given, so that there 
would bo no doubt as to how many voted on this side and how many on the other. 
I came here only to tell you that. As it was inconvenient to have a division here, 
ns the delegates were mi.xcd up with visitors, it was desirable to arrange the voting 
to take pla^ in the Subjects Committee paiidal dthcr to-night or to-morrow. I 
was asked to convey this to you and 1 came to the microphone. For some reason, 
which I have not been able to fathom, a section of the House started that uproar. 
I do not know whether I have ofTcndcd you, or you felt that I have offended you. 
It is a great grief to me to see such a sight. 

“May I add a few words? We have heard for a long time about cmrtain 
indiscipline in the Congress and Mahatma Gandhi has boon writing about it. In 
fact, to-dOT in the Subjects Committee, wo talked about this question. It is obvious 
that the Congress could function only if it is an efiiciciit and dtsidpliiied organisation. 
Wo talk and wo think of the great 8tiug{?lo licfore us, the great struggle that is 
developing in India. Some of us think in terms of an earlier struggle, some 
perhaps of a stru^lo at a later ilale. lint all of ns tliink in terms of tho great 
struijgle ahead. We are growing stronger day by day. 'JTiis orgmiisation is growing 
and it is stronger to-day than what it has ever been. (Cheers fiom a largo section 
of the audience.) Everything depends upon you and I and all of us who are ti^ 
ti^ethm: by the Congress.’’ 

Proceeding, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru referred to disunity and communal 
disturbances^ particularly in his province^ and said that it was the commuuM 
question which stood in tho way of India’s independence. “Are wo to start now 
within our own ranks, within our own organisation, this kind of mutual conflict?” 
he asked. “I shudder to think what the consequence would be.” 

‘Tf you read the articles which Gandhiji has written during tho last month, 
yoa will sec a certain agony of soul in it. You will notice the pain in thnm 
You may agree or disagree with what Gandhiji had written, but Gandhiji writes 
from his h^t. Why is it so 7 Because he is to-day fully conscious of the coming 
struggle. He is preparing for it. He wants the Congress and the country to be 
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ready for it. When he aces that we indulge in tall talks and that indiscipline 
sprees, his own instniment is gettine rnsty and he feels for it. lie talks about 
eorniption and iiKliscipline, because tiie time is very near when I and you will bo 
put to the test. (Subdued cheers and clapping.) Therefore, it is time to be united 
and disciplined. It is a grievous sight, a painful sight to see some of our comrades 
shouting and coming out of their enclosiucs. The very same people have to 
march with ns, shoulder to shoulder, and have to prepare for the struggle. It was 
a painful eight; yet I tdl you that in my heart, I welcome it most.’’ 

Mr. Nehru appeared to bo overcome with emotion at this stage and his 
voice faltered. He said: “After all. many of us present here have devoted a largo 
]Kirtion of our lives to the service of this great organisation and we have been 
working shoulder W shoulder all these years. During all these years, this is the 
first time I have witnessed such a scene. During more than a quarter of a century— 
and I am sure there are many others whose service to the country and the 
Congress are much longer thou mine and they have served more than what I have 
done—I do not know how many of you rcniemlM;r_ such a scene. Duiing the lost 
twenty-six years, 1 hove attended the Indian National Congress year after year; 
I have never seen such a scene, though I have seen many strango things. 

“I beg of you to understand Uio true implications of what has happened. 
It does not matter, if it is a small thing or a big one. Wc all get excited. I too 
get excited very often. I feel sorry for it afterwards. I apologise for it afterwards. 
I know my own weakness, Wc have got to take a lesson from such happenings 
and incidents. The main thing is this. We have to learn a lesson from this 
incident. We should not allow such tilings to liapi>en again. If we have fully 
realised that this kind of thing docs weaken tlic Congress and if we have learned that 
lesson, it is well, (.’thenvisc all oiir bdk, all our slfnggle fur tlie past so many 
years will be a vain attempt, 

Mr. Jawaliarliil Nehru’s speech in English (reiiortcd above) was preceded by a 
Hindushini speech. Coming immediately after the uproarious scenes, Mr. Nehru 
was siieakiiig with excitemeut and declared that a couple of bunilrcd people could 
not have prevented him from siicaking. oven if ho had to wait till to-morrow 
morning. “I will bo before you until I am able to say what I have got to say. 
You can continue to shout it you like. Yon know how things placed before the 
Congress are decided by a majority, llie question before the House was d^ided by 
such a majority and a handful of dclegalcs cannot try to stop the proceedings after 
the majority had given its verdict. This is not democracy. Tliis is goondaism. 
This is Fascism. 'Hiis is neitlicr Socialism nor Democracy. (Loud cheers from all 
over the amphitheatre). Warming iq), Mr. Neliru declared, “A lakh of iicopio were 
waiting and wasdiig Oioir time for the proeccdiiigs to go on, but hardly fifty or 
hundred people jircvcntod the procoediugs.” 

Ill a milder tone, Mr. Nehru ]>nK‘ccdcd to cx))lain why he wanted to speak. 
All that ho wanted t(> convey was that in rcs|)onsu to the demands by a certain 
section of tho House, Maiilana Axiul had dcchl^ to permit voting to take place in 
the Snhioets Committee paiidal to-morrow. Mr. Nehru added that so many 
pro|X>snls wore made during the discussion yesterdny before the Subjects Committra 
tor intensifying our struggle. “Yon talked of six months’ ultimatum. You talked 
of intensifying tlie struggle. If wo arc to succeed, if wo are to translate our words 
into action, it oaniioi no done with an indisciplincil moI> behind us. It would not 
be iiossihle to fight liritisli Imperialism wilii Uic strength of a mob’’ (Ringing and 
prolonged eheois). I’rococdiiig, Mr. Nchni said that jKWsibly by now, some of those 
who mul imrticiiiated in the uproar were regretting it. It was ixwsible Uiat. they had 
been misled. Contiiiniiig, Mr. Nehru said “if I have risen to my present heights, 
it is entirely duo to you. If you want, yon can pull me down. It is in yoiir hands 
to do BO. Greatness really comes from service and not by (lersonal considerations. 
Tho organisation is greater than perBonaUties.” Mr. Nelini then proceeded to speak 
in Eni^lish, after which Mr. Aney sought the leave of the House to withdraw his 
proposition. 

Pandit O. B, Pant said that he hod agreed to Mr. Aney’s proposition in 
tho present circumstances. Mr. Subhas Boso was seriously ill and his (the speaker’s) 
resolution could not be discussed in a proper atmosphere. He was also told that 
the Bengal delegates would welcome his agreeing to the pro)K>6ition and it was 
with a view to please them and not to avoid a voting Uiat he had agreed to its 
being referred to the A. I. C. 0. If the Bengal delegates wanted a discussion, he 
had no objection. 
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Mr. it. 8. Atiey then roee to withdraw his resolution. He said, “I am before 
you to ask your permission to withdraw the resolution which I moved a short wbUe 
ago. In doing so, I wish to make a brief statement. I felt tlmt something should 
be done to put a stop to the discussion of the resolution in wMch the Ihresidcnt 
directly or indirectly was concerned. I felt that in the present state of healtii of the 
President, wo should not discuss tiiis resolution. Therefore, 1 suggested that the 
matter be referred to the A. I. 0. C. and I must make it clear that the suggestion 
was my own. I did not consult any of my Bengid friends, I made this suggestion 
after a good deal of consideration and some of tlie leaders concerned readily agre^ 
to it. 1 came forward to get it approved by you. My main object was to give 
satisfaction to our Bengal friends in iiarticular and otliers who arc interested in the 
health of the President. I made this endeavour and in view of the opposition to my 
resolution from some of our comrades and in view of the disturbed conditions I 
think it is proper that I should withdraw this resolution. As the resolution has 
already been detdared carried by the President^ I have to request you, to 

allow me to withdraw it. 1 have, no doubt, that yon realise the need for my with¬ 
drawing it. Once I withdraw tliis resolution, the situation will case and the procee¬ 
dings can go on.” 

Mr. Aney's request for withdrawal of the resolution was put to the House and 
carried. Hiereaftcr, resolutions wch;omiug the l-lgyptiau delegation and exiiressing 
symi'sthy with Chinn were i>ut from tlic Chair and iinsscii. The Chair also mov^ a 
conuolcneo resolution (passed eailicr by tiic Subjects Committee) and this was passed. 

The National Demand 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narain then roovcil the resolution on the National Demand. 

Mr. ,Tai Prakash Narain said tiiat it was a most vital resolution and referred to 
the Independence resolution imsscd at the Lahore Congress, The goal of indepen¬ 
dence was far away, but the struggle of liRW-31 luid taken India a good deal forward 
and Congress Ministries had hcl|)ed them to organise and ujilift workers and 
peasants. ‘ We arc, however, conviiu-cd that tiic Federal part of the Constitution 
contained in the Government of India Act, 1035, iloes uot part witli any vital powers. 
Tlierefore. we have declared that any attempt to impose this Federal scheme on 
India will meet witli dclcrnuncd opposition. 'I he h'cderal scheme is only one aspect 
of the question. The bigger and fundamental question is how to win freedom and 
establish Swaiaj for India. Hciice tins resolution.” 

The sjieakcr referred to the awakening among the peojilo in tlie Indian States 
and said that they were contidcut that in any lutiire struggle for freedom, one-third 
of the Indians living in the indhui States woiihl fight, shoulder to shoulder, with 
their brethren in British India. The B)>eakur asserted that no struggle could bo 
successful until and unless the Congress was united. 

Continuing, Mr, Narain referred to the uproarious scenes in the House earlier 
and said that the demonstratiou showed the weakest link in the chain. "It makes 
mo hang down my head in shame, particularly in view of the fact that wo have 
some prominent visitors from Kg}'j>t amongst us this evening. What is the impres¬ 
sion they will carry aliout us with them i The demoastrutors are neither ti’uo to 
tiie Congress nor to the country. I am coulidont that with a will to strengthen 
ourselves, wo shall he able to chmiiiatc such peiuons from tlie Congress. A (uffer- 
eiico in principle cannot lie settled by a show of fists. On behalf of tlie Hocia- 
lisls and Communists, I bog of you, Iiq; of the President, Mniilana Azad and Mr, 
Jawaharlal Nehru to pardon ns for this evening's unruly and uudcmocruUc 
demonstrations,” 

Acharya Narendra Dev, seconding the resolution, said that tlie object of the 
resolution was to prejiare the country for tlic struggle for freedom, but freedom could 
not, hqwo'cr, be won wifliout unity, 11c deeply deplored the evening’s hamuaiings 
ana said that .the domonstmtors should have considered the preseneo of the Egyptian 
Delegation anpng them, unless this unruly and indisciplined element was eliminat¬ 
ed, be asserted that there was no chaii<« of success for them. They most organise 
them^ves in patting their house in order. He emphasised the need for them to 
look into their weaknesses and remedy them immediately as otherwise the power and 
position that the Congress had attained would ho undermined and destroyed. 

Mr. Sarat Bose, opposing the resolution, said that it had been his desire to 
send amendm^ts to the resolution, but his preoccupation with the President’s illness 
prevent^ him from doing so. He had also not exiiected the resolution to come 
lip to-iught and hence he had not been able to move tne amendments he wanted to. 
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“TUs resolution conlnins notMiif!; but words, inefTective words, which do not 
lay down any plan of action, words which do not give our people any lead”, n<l<led 
Mr. Boso. “Tlie first four paragraphs of the resolution repeated what we have been 
saying in every session during Uio last few years and also at every meeting of the 
Worlang Committee and the All India Congress Committee.” 

Mr. Sarat Bose expected the framers of the resolution to realise that the time 
had come to give a definite Ictul to the iKXiplc but he had to confess that his expccta- 
tions had been rudely shaken. “Do you want to postpone tliis struggle till all 
the people are runtotJ ? If that is what the resolution means, it will bo more 
honest to say, ‘I'jct us abandon out fight’. liCt us not deceive our peopie.” 

Mr. Sarat Bose, contiuniug, suhl Unit self dctcnniimtion for a poo]ilo was the 
universally accepted principle in the nnslcrn world. This principle had been 
appli^ in the case of many couiuvica and die niaji of the world had changed 
considerably since 1918 and yet the anplicalion of this priiicijdo had been (leiiieil 
to India. With its lioai 7 civilisation, with its distinct culture and traditions luid 
its fundamental unity, India had linen denied this right, llio Goveriimeiit of 
India Act was a negation of tins iiriiiciple. 

Mr, Sarat Bose eontimicd : “It is lime we ask the British Govenimcnt in no 
uncertain terms wliether tlicy arc iircparcd to concede die piiiiciplo of self- 
determination to India. In orefer to enable them to give ns a catcgoricid reply 
to our demands, we should fix a time limit so Umt wo may be able to consider 
the question at the next session of the Congress. It woidd bo better to give six 
months’ time but it may be even one year, as wc will be meeting only next year. 
Uaviiig regard to die fact tliat the Congress is In p-ower in eight provinces, having 
regaid to die fact that die Btalos’ subjects are definitely moving towanS 
rcsiionsiblc government and civil liberties and liaving regard to the inteimational 
situation, I have no doubt tliat die result will be obvious. A treaty will have to 
be drawn up between the Briiisli (fovernment and the Congress. If the reply 
is unsatisfactory or imuloquatc or no reply is received, it is my humble submission 
that the Congress slumbl tlicn resort to such sanction as it can impose." 

Mr. Sarat Bose siiggcstwl that the Congress sliould take the necessary steps, 
botli in parliamentary as well as extra-iiarliamentni'y nffuii-s, and prcjiare die 
country for “die nglit.” 'Jhe Congress Miiiisuics in die eight provinces could 
create a deadlock. “Do you think that the British ndmiiiistratiou con go on in 
India if die eiglit rrovincial (Jovcniroeiits resign 'I If the Congress Mmistrios 
resign, naturally non-Congress iiioviiK«8 also will have to follow suit and march 
abreast wiUi us in our attack on British Imperialism.” Mr. Bose asked, in 
conclusion, if they wore not a<lo|itiiig a i^olicy of drift by passing tliis resolution. 
“If wc do not adopt a firm line of action, wo shall be betraying our people and 
will bo aceused of betraying die cause of the country.” 

Mr. Bharadwaj supported the resolution. Mr. J. M. Agad supporting the reso¬ 
lution, said that the younger section in die Congress was ready to take orders. 

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, speaking next, said tliat die resoludon has been unani- 
monsly passed by die Subjects Committee, lie was, therefore, suriiriscd to find 
optiositiou to the resolution from Mr. Sarat Bose, lie could not understmid Mr. 
Bose’s opiiosition. Mr. Bose bad said that the resoludon contained nothing 
but words. Mr. Neliru wanted to know what Mr. Bose’s own amendment 
contained except empty words, llie language used by Mr. Bose was one 
wUch India was accitstomeil to use twenty years ago. 

Mr. Nehru held diat they eoiild not escaiie the struggle oven if they desired 
it, but be was ojiposed to the ultimatum toeties suggested by Mr. Sarat Bose. In 
die first place, they would be dooiviiig tlicmselvcs if they thought that they could 
win their freedom uom die British Goveriiroeut by using bombastic phrases and 
wo^s. Then again, the ultimatum idea would give a chance to the enemy to 
prepare himself. As for Mr. Sarat Bose’s eontciitioii diat the Congress Governments 
should create deadlocks, Mr. Ncliru said that dcadlooks could help the CongreHP° 
to some extent, but they could not certainly solve dicir main problem of winning 
the freedom of die country. 

Mr. Jaiprakash Narain, replying to the debate, said that Mr. Sarat Bose’s 
opposition was like a stab from betiiud. Mr. Niuraiu alluded the plan of acUon 
formula^ by mutual consent with Mr. Sarat Bose and said that the idea of 
incorporating an ulduiatum clanso had been deleted from that plan. 

Mr. Sarat Bose, intervening, denied having agreed to delete the ultimatum 
clause. The resolution was passed by an overwhelming majority. 
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“Cofraptlon” la ElecUona 

Mr. Sri Prakasa, thereafter, moved hia rcaolutiou on “corruption”, which 
was passed by the Subiects Committee this morniiij;. He pointed out now recently 
there had been many reports of Intj^us memberships at Cont^rcss elections and 
other malpractices. They could not prepare the country for a struggle unless they 
were united and organised Pundit Nekhiram Sharma seconded the resolution, 
which was carried unanimously. The proceedings then terminated. 

Third Day—Trtpnri—12th. March 1989 
Faith In Mahatma OandhI 

The third ^y’s session of the Congress was resumed at 9 a.m. to-day in the 
Subjects Commute paudal. Uaulana Abut Kalam Azad presided. Only delegates 
and the Press were admitted. Elaborate arrangements had been made to prevent 
a repetition of last night’s uproarious scenes. Strong volunteer forces were 
stationed all round and inside the pandal to maintain order, llie del^ates wore 
seated in separate enclosures according to provinces. 

Pandit Oovind Ballahh Pant formally moved his resolution. He said that 
after what had happened yesterday, he had no heart to Sfieak and therefore 
requested the House to pass it. The following is the text of the resolution: 

“The Confess declares its firm adherence to the fundamental policies of the 
Oonmess which^ve governed its programme in the past twenty years under the 
guidance of Mahatma Oandhi and is dchuitely of the opinion that there should 
Be no break in these policies, and that these should continue to govern the Congress 
programme in the future. 

“The Congress expresses its conddeuce in the work of the Working Committee 
which functioned during last year, and regrets that any aspeisions should have 
been cast agauist any of its members. 

“In view of the critical situation that may develop during Uic coming year 
and in view of the fact that Mahatma Oandhi alone can lead the Congress and 
the country to victory during such a crisis, the Congress rcganls it ns imperative 
that the Executive Authority of the Congress should command his implicit 
confidence and requests the President to nominate the Working Committee for the 
ensuing year in accordance with the wishes of Oandhiji.” 

Dr. Oadgil scended the resolution with a siicech. 

Mr. K. P\ Nariman moved that in view of the olarming state of the 
President’s health, the consideration of Pandit Pant’s resolution be postponed till 
the President was in a fit condition to attend the meeting (cries or “no, no” and 
counter cries). Mr. Nariman asked the delegates not to be swayed either by political 
or party considerations. He appealed to the delegates on considerations of humanity 
not to proceed with the resolution in the absence of the President who had come 
all the way to Tri|mri risking his life despite the advice of his doctors. The 
resolution in qumtion directly concerned the l*residcnt, and it was highly improper 
to debate it in his absence, particularly when bo was seriously ill. While deploring 
last night’s demonstrations, Mr. Nariman asked the House if it was right because 
a few over-enthusiastic people with mistaken notions staged demonstrations that 
they should discuss this resolution. Mr. Nariman, in conclusion, said that he did 
not want the resolution to bo shelved, but desired only that the consideration of the 
resolution must be iKwtponed. He appealed to the House to considm: his 
proposition dispassionately (cries of “no, no’’). 

Maulana Abut Kalam Azad said that ho had admitted Mr. Nariman’s 
proposition and would put it to the vole of the House. He did not consider it 
necessary to have any discussion on Mr. Nariman’s proposition. 

Pandit Oovind Ballabh Pant stud that some people had asked him what 
view was on Mr, Nariman’s motion. He wanted to make it clear that he was 
definitely oppo^ to it as it would servo no useful purpose. 

Mr. Nariman's motion was then put to the vote and, on a show of hands, it 
was declared lost. 

^ Bardar^ Sardul Sit^h moved an amendment seeking the deletion of the 
portion relating to “aspersions” and in the lost paragraph, wanting to substitute 
the words Mahatma Gandhi’s guidance and co-operation as in uio past” iiistrasl 
of the words in the original resolution as passed hy tto Bubjects Committee. 
The Sardar said that the re-electiou of Mr. Bubhas Chaudia Bose as dm 
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Congress President was not a vote of censure against members of tho 
Working Committee. In his opinion, there could havo been no better Working 
Committee. Ihe resolution now before tho House was luiilamonnt to a vole of 
censure on tho delegates who voted for the re-election of Mr. Subhas Chandra Hose 
as the Congress 1‘rcsident ag. inst the wishes of some members of the Working 
Committee. 'Jlie speaker had no doubt that Mahatma Gandhi was above parties 
and bickerings and he did not want this resolution. He had also no doubt that 
Mahatma Gandhi could continue to give his guidance and co-operation even 
without this resolution. 'I'his was an attempt to exploit the name of Mahatma 
Gandhi. It was an injustice to Mahatma Qandhi to use Ids name and exploit it in 
this manner. (Cries of “No, no”). The Working Ciommittce could not lose sight 
of the fact that as much as one-third of the totiil strength of the Subjects 
Committee has voted against it. Formerly, those who differed from tlie Working 
Committee were not more than thirty. If they porsistwl in tiicir present attempt 
it would mean dividing the Congress into two sections which would not bo in uio 
interests of the country and the Congress. 

hlr. BharadwaJ moved an amendment, seeking the deletion of the iKtragraph 
relating to “asjicrsions”. Ho maintained that tho resolution had l)cen conceived in 
a partisan B]>irit and meant an indirect vote of censure on the President. He 
asked the leaders to take note of the growing discontent among tho rank and file 
in tile Congress, particularly after the accciilance of office and warned them 
against t^gravating tiiis feeling of disiontcnt. Yesterday’s demonstrations clearly 
snowed that there were peo[)lo in the Confess who were neither Leftists nor 
Rightists. They had made their entry into the Congress somehow or otiicr. He 
condemned yesterday’s demonstrations tuid uproarious scenes and declared that 
his group would do ita utmost to prevent such demonstrations in future. “Our 
position is very ilifficult, because wo cannot be a party to such demonstrationB and 
yet the Rightists would not listen to tiicm,” 'I'he amendment aimed at uniting 
them all together. Mr. Bharudwaj added: “We ore prcparcKl to accept the clause 
relating to tho Working Committee bdng nominateil with the approval of Mahatma 
Gandlif, but our rc<iueat is that this clause relating to aspersions should be 
omitted.” 

Mr. Nariman moved an amendment stating that the Working Committee 
should be appointed in consultation with Mahatma Gandhi and not with the 
approval of Mahatma Gandhi, as had been suggested in tlie resolution. He did 
not want to make a speech but would request Uie House to pass his amendment. 

Mr. R, K, Bidhwa moved an amendment seeking to add to the aspersion 
clause the words “aspersions cast by any sadion of the public-.” 'riio speaker 
said that excepting for this he was in whole-hearted agreement with the 
resolution. His amendment had become necessary in view of the lYcsidcnt’s 
declaration that he never tloubted the bonatidcs of any of bis colleagues on the 
Working Committee. His name having thus been eliminated it was necessary to 
add the wonts suggested by him. 

Mr. Bhnyangarachariar (an ex-Andaman psisoner) moved an amendment 
seeking deletion of the words relating to “aspersions”. 

Maulana Nuruddin Behari, in his amendment, sought that the policy of 
the Conm-ess and its programme should be based on democratic principles, and 
that the Congress organisation should not become a tool in the hands of one 
single individual. “We havo full confidence in Mahatma Gandhi but not in those 
who have been working out his policy, because these are surrounded by self-seekers.” 

_ Maulana Atad then announced that tho amendments given notice of by Dr. 
Lohia and Mr. Achut Patwardhan were not being moved ns the movers did not 
want to move them. Ho had, however, accepted Uio requisition scut by Mr. 
L. K. Moitra and 22 otlicrs that these amendments must be allowed to bo moved 
by someone else. Mr. L. K. Moitra tlicu moved for the deletion of Uio jiaragraph- 
relating to “aspersions.” 

Mr. Moitra deplored the “unfortunate demonstration yesterday.” As a result 
of this, the Mouse was in a desperate mood. Rut he would like to remind them 
that^ the demonstration was the result of the serious condition of the Congress 
President’s health. But to-day the atmosiihcro was better. He said, “If you 
carry this resolution without the amendment suggested by me, you will be censuring 
the President whom you yourselves have elected” (cries of “no, no”). It had been 
stat^ the speaker continued, that the election of Mr. Bubhas Rose would be 
detrimental to the interests of the country, I’audit Govind Ballabh I’ant had 
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tried to explain away this statement The President, despite bis illness, had 
attended the Subjects Committee and made a statement expressing the view that he 
never doubted the bona fidea of any of his eollcagucs on the Working Committee. 
After that statement, there was no room for this resolution. If they passed this 
r^lntion at this critical juncture they would do great harm to the cause that was 
dear to them all. Mr. Moltra maintained that the last paragraph of the resolution 
went against the constitution and that it lould not be discussed without amending 
the constitution. Ue had himself tlionght of raising a point of order and he 
desired to emphasise that point now. He submitted that tliev should part in 
mutual trust and friendship. If this resolution was passed, a section of the 
delegates would go bock with the impression that a no-coniidence motion against 
the IVesident whom they had elcctc<t had been forced through the backdoor. 
Mr. Moitra moved another amendment suggesting tiiat in the third paragraph 
the following words be added: “for which we have to prepare the country” after 
the words “coming year.” 

Mr, Jai Prokash Narain said that he wanted to make a statement on behalf 
of the Congress Socialist Party. “Our Party voted for Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose, 
but from the ve^ Ix^inning we hail made it clear that our vote did not mean a 
settling of the issues between the Uightisls and the I.eflists. We voted for Mr. 
Bubhas Chandra Bose, because we jirderred him to the other candidate, namely. 
Dr. PattabhL We then never cxi cctw tliat it would lead to a schism in the Con¬ 
gress. Our Party docs not and will not participate in tins quaiTel. 1 am convinced 
that this could have been averted. We tried our test to prevent it. Wo failed and we 
were disappointed.” Mr. Narain then detailed their efforts for a settlement and how 
they failed and said: “Wo went to Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose and requested him to 
issue a statement clearing the position. Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose agreed, but the 
statement he made was not satisfactory. Coming to Tripuri, we approached the 
other aide and discussed with tlicro how a setUement could be cffci^ted. Here also 
our attempt proved abortive. We believed that unless the next Working Committee 
waa appointed in accordance with the wishes of Mahatma Gandhi it will not be 
poaaible to maintain unity iii the Congress.” 

Nr. Jaiprakash Narain continued: “There arc things said in the resolution with 
which we cannot agree. If only both sides lind co-operated with us, it would have 
been possible to bring about a settlement. I do not wish to participate in ^is quarrel 
and therefore, we have decided to remaiu ncutial in the voting on this resolution.” 

Mr. M. S. Aney, opposing the resolution, dcidorcd that all earnest efforts to 
avoid a discussion on this resolution at a time when the Ihrcsiilcnt was ill had 
failed, and the resolution had been brought before the open session. He did not 
blame anyone particularly for tiiat. But it was unfortunate. 

Beferring to the resolution, Mr. Aney said that he did not see, how it was 
necessary. If it was only to clear misunderstanding, there was no need to bring in 
the question of policy and programme. It was not possible to bide the fact that the 
resolution breathed aifiidenco in the I’rcsident. Dcsiute what Mr. Kajagopolochari bad 
said, the speaker could not agree that the resolution did not amount to a vote of 
no-confidence in the fresident Viewing the resolution purely from a constitutional 
point of view, Mr. Aney said that even if it was technically in order, it certainly 
went against the spirit of the Congress constitution which gave the Congress Brest- 
dent complete power to nominate his Committee. The Congress constitution never 
intended that the President should be a mere figure-head notwithstanding what 
some members of the Working Committee had said in their statement on the eve 
of the Presidential election. It was the Ih-csideut’s business to form the Cabinet 
in which he bad confidence to guide the Congress. As long as any attempt was 
ma^ to restrict this power of the President in nominating bis own Working Com¬ 
mittee, he had no dowt that this action went against the spirit of riie constitution. 
Be appealed to the House not to stultify itself by passing the resolution. 

Mr. Bankim Mukherjea, opposing the rcsohition, said that the statement made 
by Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose clearly showed that his election hod nothing to do 
with the policy and programme of the Congress. They had assembled to-day to dis- 
cuBS the important issues facing the country. It was unfortunate that tnose im- 

g ortant issues were bring shriv^. The moat important issue was Federation and 
ow to oppose it. Mr. Mokherjee wanted to know if it was proper and keeping 
with the dignity of the the Congress to get this resolution expressing confidence in 
Mahatma Gmidhi passed by a sixty per cent majority. How much oettcr it would 
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have been if the leaders had come to aCTcemcnt nmonp; themselves ? In his opinion, 
the TCBolntion went against the spirit of trutii and non-violence. 

Mr. Niharendu Dutt Mazumdar. opposing the resolution, said that the House was 
wasting its time in discussing a resolution which should never have been brought 
forward. It only showed lack of confidence and trust. He referrred to the reported 
discussions at mrdoli where some members of the Working Committee discussed 
the question of the Prcsnlent for the next year behind the back of the President. It 
amounted to a caucus trying to decide things for itself. lie wanted to know what 
was the basis of the suspicion against the President. The members of the Work¬ 
ing Committee should have made their suspii-ions public and shared them with 
the delegates so tliat the delegates could have nested accordingly. This only 
showed a spirit of vindictiveness on the part of the members of the Working 
Committee. He regarded the present resolution as a backdoor method. He asked 
the delegates to stand on their own legs, and not make their love and reverence 
for Mahatma Gandhi lose eiglit of this, lie apt>cn1(!d to the House not to adopt 
“this cruel course of a vote of noHOiifidimce Ihrongn the backdoor.” In conclusion, 
Mr. Majumdar appoided for iK)st|X)ncmont of the consideration of tho resolution. 

Pandit Govinda liallahk Pant, rc]ilying to tlm debate, regretted that he 
had to speak on matters relating to tlio I’rcsidcnt in the latter’s present condition. 
]}ut it was not his <.-hoicc. Tilings liad been ssiid during the debate, which required 
a reply. The Pandit proecodwl: ' This resolution is in no way a “no-confidence” 
motion against tho Presiilcnt. If wo wanted tliat., we would have brought in a 
straight motion of 'no-coufidcncc'. The majority luis elected Mr. Bose as President. 
Wo <io not want, to rcjw^l that verdict. What we desire is that he may continue as 
President and at the same time we may bo able to bring about unity in the 
Congress and make it strong.” Ptiudit I’aiil, proceeding, quoted Mahatma 
Gandhi’s statcniont in which ho had said that Dr. Pattabhi’s d^eat was his 
defeat and tliat it was aiiparcnt to him tliat tlio majority of tho ddegates 
did not favour bis policy and principles. It was cloiir, therefere, that Mr. 
Sublias Bose could not nave Uic advice and gniilnnce of Mahatma Gandhi 
as he used to have before. It was agreed ou all hands that if the work of 
Uie Congress was to ho carricil on. Mahatma Gaiullii’s advice as also the active 
participation of other members of the Working t’ommittce, their old and trusted 
leaders, should be availal<le but in the prewnt situation, tills was not possible. That 
was why they had to do something liy whicli the desired end could be gain^. Ihe 
resolution sought notliing mure than that, ft wu.s possible that wlicn the delegates 
voted for Mr. Bose, tliey did not want it to lie a vote of “no-eonfidcnce” in 
Mahatma Gandlii. Barring a very few, all those wiio had siHikcii on tho resolution 
had agreed that tliey wanted Mahatma Gaiidlii’s leadership and also the co-operation 
of tlu) old members of the Working Committee. "If you want Mahatma Gandhi 
to back you, you must hill him ‘We did vole for Biibhas Bnbu, but did not mean 
we have no confideneo in you’. Some of the speakers objcetcit to tho suggestion 
that the Working Committee should bo appointed in consultation with M^atma 
Gandhi. It only showed that tliey did_ not mean wliat they said, when they said 
^at they wanted Mahatma Gandhi’s guidance In the coming crisis, it is Gandhiji 
and Gondliiji alone who can load us. Who can doubt that he is the one man who 
can shoulder the burden t Ciui you Uiink of atlainiug freedom without his lead ? 
(Cheers). Continuing, Pandit Pant asked : ‘Tf you want him to shoulder tho resjionBi- 
iiillty, as I believe most of you want, tlicn, how can you c-viicct him to do so, if 
you do not give liim some voice in the formation of tlic Congress Cabinet ?” 
Quoting again from Mahatma Gandhi’s statement. Pandit Pant declaied: “If you 
want Gandhiii’s guidance, you have to compel him by tliis resolution to give his 
guidance, and so long ns you do not do that, you can not c-xpeet him to give you 
his ailvicc and guidance”. Digressing for a while. Pandit Pant said that wherever 
nations had progressed tliey had done so under tlie leadership of one man. Ger¬ 
many had relied on Herr Hitler. Whether they agreed with Herr Hitler’s methods 
or not, there was no gainsaying tlio fact tliat Germany had progressed under 
Herr Hitler. Bimilarly, Italy had risen because of Siuor Mussolini and it was 
Lenin that raised Kussia. 

Mr. Mehrally : Mr. President, I must object ns a Socialist to Pandit Pant put¬ 
ting Lenin, Mussolini and Hitler in Qic same group (laughter). 

Pandit Pant, continuing, said that bo dislikra many things that Herr Hitler 
and Signor Mussolini did, out despite their many faults, ^dr respective peoples 
loved and honoured them. “We have Mahatma Gandhi in our country, a man who 
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has no axe to pfrind. Then why ahould wa not reap the full advantage of that 
factor ?” (chcera). Fandit Pant refuted the auggestion that the resolution savoured of 
vendetta. 

Maulatia Azad then put the various amendments to vote. The amendments 
were declared lost by overwhelming majuritics bv show of hands. 

The original resolution was declared carried, by show of hands, amidst resouud- 
ing shouts of “Mahatma Gandhi-ki-Jai”, by an overwhelming majority. The Socialist 
party delegates remained neutral. 

On the resumption of the plenary session of the Congress at 6-30 p. m. to-day, 
resolutions on Palestine and Baluchistan passed earlier by the Subjects Committra 
were put from the Chair and carried with acclamation. 

Foreign PoUey 

Pandit Nehra then moved the resolution on Foreign Policy passed by the 
Subjects Committee yesterday. He emphasised the need for India fairing a keen in¬ 
terest in foreign policy, because it was a vital question alfeetuig their interests con¬ 
siderably. He said that India had to pay nttontion to the Bntish foreign policy, 
because, unfortunately, she was still part or the British Empire, and whatever foreign 
policy the British Government adopted, affected India. Thou^u what was happening 
in the world did not affect India immediately, these were boundto affect and did affect 
a country like India. The Pandit strongly criticised the foreign policy pursued by Mr. 
Chamberlain and said tliat it was a dangerous one, particularly to India, as it meant 
destruction of what had been regarded as good and necessary, “I hate the 
foreign policy of the British Government an<l emphatically declare that I cannot 
stand it and that India cannot assoctato herself with it.” He instanced the re¬ 
cent happenings in Czechoslovakia and China. Ho said tliat he had the picture 
of Czechoslovakia before his mind and he could not but condemn in the strongest 
terms “the betrayal of Czechoslovakia by England and France,” “The Ls^ue of 
Nations and Geneva,” Pandit Nehru said, “are nothing but the tomb-stone of 
peace. History will never forget the treachery of the British and hVench Govern¬ 
ments in the betrayal of the little democratic country of Czechoslovakia.” 
Referring to the Spanish war, Mr, Nehru said that if RepuSlicau Spain 
failed, it was not because of the arms supplierl by Italy and Germany, but 
because of the plotting of British and French Governments which were deter¬ 
mined to kill it, and they had succeeded. “Wo cannot keep quiet when those 
murders of democracies are going on. India cannot he a party to this kind 
of murder of democracy. India must dissociate herself from the British foreign 
policy and line up with freedom and democracy-loving countries. India is on toe 
threshold of her freedom, and she is bound to play an important role in toe world’s 
history. Tberoforc she cannot remain indifferent” 

Mr. Bhulahhai Desai, seconding too resolution, emphasised toe need for India 
taking a keen interest in foreign alfairs. They should know whero they st^ with 
rettnrd to too outside world. Ho disso<latcil himself from toe present policy of toe 
British Government as it was based lai^dy on the betrayal of Btatw which she her¬ 
self had been instrumental in creating. Condemning toe Frontier ]iolicy of the 
India Government, Mr. Desai said that the Government had admitted that fifteen 
crores of rnjKZiS had been spent on maintaining peace and tranquillity in toe frontier. 
Referring to too T/'aguo of Nations, Mr. D(»al said that India could not be 
a member of that body as things were at present, because it would mean a second 
vote to England. But ho would have no ohjocUon to India being a member pro¬ 
vided her elected rei>reecntativcs sat in toe league and talked on oqusd terms with 
toe other world statesmen on problems affecting the world. “Mdiatma Gandhi”, 
he concluded, “has got his own foreign and domestic policy. The main feature of 
his forragn iwlicy is goodwill and friendship with otnor countries. His domestic 
policy is based on truth and non-violence.” 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 

Indian States 

Bahtt Rajendra Pra»ad then moved the resolution on Indian States passed by 
toe Subjects Committee this afternoon. The following is the t^ of toe resolution 

“The Congress welcomes toe awakening of toe people of Indian States in 
many parts of toe country, and considers this as a hopnul pidudo to a larger 
freedom comprising toe whole of India, for which toe Congress has labou^. The 
Congress supports toe demand for Responsible Government and Civil libe^ in 
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the StalcB, and csjirpsscs its solhlaiity with those moyements for freedom and 
self-expression, wltieh are inU^ral parts *>f Uio larger slrug{;le for freedom of the 
whole couiitiy. Wliilc aiipreciatini? that some Rulers of States have recoKnisod 
tliis awakening ns a heallliy sign of growUi and are seeking to adjust themselves 
to it in co-oi)erali<>n with tlioir laxiple, tlic Oongess regrets that some other Rulers 
have sought to suppress these movements by banning {leaeeful and legitimate 
organisations and all ixilitioal activity, and, in some eases, resorting to cruel and 
inhuman repression. In particiiliir, tlie Congress deplores the attempt of some 
Rulers to seek tlie aid of the Itritisli ((Ovcrnnient in India to suppress their own 
peopio and condemns tiie unwarranted use of the military and imlice forces lent by 
British authorities. 

“'Ihe Congress expresses its sympathy with the sulTcrings of the growing 
number of refugees from various Htates and trusts that the public will render 
tliem eveiy assistance. 

'*' 11)0 whole of India was ])rufonndly stirred by the announcement of an 
indermite fast by Gaiidhiji in oolcr to remedy the breach by tlio Thakore Sahch 
of Rajkot of tlie stHtlcmcnt nn'ived at between him ninl his counsellors on the one 
hand and Banlar Tatel as represeiiting the ]icople, on tho other. Tlie Congress 
expresses ils gratitieation at the recent agreement resulting in tho termination of 
the fast, and trusts that tiie ticoidc of Rajkot will have their aspirations fulfilled, luid 
further hopes tlmt I'riiiccs of Kalbiawar and oilier ])arls of India will march 
with the limes, and in eo-operalion witli tlicir people, uitroducc responsible 
(.Jovernment. 

‘The (’ongress regrets tlmt several Slate tiovernnicnts Ixisides Rajkot have 
gone liaek ii)ion their aMsnrunees to liieir jicophi and tlidr idudged word. It trusts 
liiat these breaches of agreement will be ret>airml and the assurances given will 
be hunourcil. 

“'I'he Ckingress is of opinion that tlie rcsnlnUoii of the Ifaripiira Session of 
the Congress, relaliiig lo nialcs, has niisweral iJio cx|iOftatioiis mscil by it, and 
has justiliod itself liy eiieoiiragiug (lie iKxipUrs of the Slates to orgmiiso themselves 
and conduct tlieir own nun'ornenls for froedoiii. 'J'Jie JJaripitra policy was conceived 
in tho best liitcrcsis of the jicoplc in order to enable Uicm to develop sclf-rdianco 
and strength. Tliis policy was dictated by citciimslanecs luid by the recognition 
of the limitathms iiiherenc in Uie circumstances but it was never conceived ns an 
obligation. 'I'lie Congress lias always possi^seil Mio right, as it is its duty, to 
guulo tho |KX>|>lc of tiie states and loud iJiem its inlliicnve. Tiie great awakening 
tliat is taking pliu'c among the people of tlie Slauw may lead to a rehuntiori or 
to a comiilctc removal of tiie ri'Slraint wliich the (Jijngn'ss has im]>ostid upon 
itself, thus resulting, in tiie over incrwisiiig idcntilicaliuii of tlie CongTess with the 
Btates neopla 'J'iie Working iVimmittec is nulliorised to issue instructions in this 
bchidf from lime to time as the occasion arises. 

“Tlie Congress desires to reiterate that ils objective, complete independence. 
Is for the whole of India, inelnsive of the Htates, wliich are integral parts oi 
India and which cannot be separaUsl. and whieJi must have the sumo measure 
of |>olitical, social, ccoiioinie ami religious freedom as a piurt of India. 

Commending the icsoliition to tlie ticeo|>tanee of the House, Rabu B<^endra 
Prasad said that it ilid not r(V|nirc a long speech as, time and (main, the 

problem of the Btates and tlieir siilijuc.ts had <a>mo tiji licforc the A. I. C, O. 

or the Congress. It was a matter of pleasure to nolo tho awakening among the 
people of the Btates, indicating that the Btates’ subjeids had begun to stand on 

tlieir feet. The Congress jioiicy with regard to tlie liidiuti Btates was clear, 

although there was sonic niisniuUirsfanding in certain respra^ts. J-lo would like 
to maks it clear that, so far us Ihe Congress was concerned, tliore was no dillerciice 
holwcou tho ]icoj>le of Indian Btates and Jtrilisli India. The Congress naturally 
m-ogiiiscd dial, as lung as the conn try was not strong enough to gnui its freedom, 
is could not liel|i the Btates’ people. It was Uierofore thought that is was 
necessary for the Btates’ jieojile to a««iuirc enough strcngtli and llicy had been 
asked to oigaiiisc Ihcuiselves. Until the strcngtli was uequired, no amount of help 
from the Congress would liclp the Btates’ snhjcels. The siiuecss of the policy 
enmiciated at Uaripma was ai»purciit to-day. Nobmly doubted tho wisdom and 
success of the policy. The Congress bad always adjusted its jioliey to suit 
circumstances and this was true in rcsiicet of its attitude to the States problem. 
There was nothuig in the Uarijmra resolution which prevented them from 
changing their policy. The Uaripura policy of uon-iulerfcrenco was sdf-impwed, 
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and not dictated by any outside authority. “Wo may have to change this 
policy and if and when nectessity arises, we shall cortsunly change it,” he dccdarcil. 
The Haripiira policy hail alreiidy Ix^tn to produce results, and movements 
for freedom had been started by tlie people in vai ious States. Some of toe Rulers 
themselves had begun to realise the spirit of tlie times, while some others shut 
thmr eyes to reality. If they failed to march with the times, they would be the 
sufferers. Babu Eajendra I’rasad then referred to Kajkot and Gaudhiji’s fast Iciuling 
to a fresh imet and said that unless tlm Rulers realised the sanctity of agreements, 
it would become im|>ussiblo to have lasting understanding between the iieuplo 
and the Rulers. Me had no donbt that wlrnt happened rc(!ently in Rajkot would 
prove of help to tlic States’ subjects all over India. Halni Rajcniira i’rasad iie.xt 
referred to the wholesale emigration of iicoplc from Dhcnkamil and Limbdi. 
Ue said that this could not go on for long. How long could the helpless 
people remain out of tlieir homes. They would have to go back, but they 
should go back with their full rigitis secured. 

Khan Abdul Gajtar Khan, seconding the resolution, said that ho did not 
want to speak, but he had been ordered by i’andit Jawaharlal Noliru to second 
tlie resolution. The Ilritisli Government luul crcateil the Indian Status witli a 
view to i)cr)H3luating iiniieruilisni in India, lie refciToil to tlic c.'i.travitganccs of 
Princes and Uio miserable condiltoii of their subjei^ts iuid askcil why the J’rinecs, 
even if Uicy wautcil to be extravagant, did not sjieinl the money in India iiisliHid 
of in fordgn countries ? The Gougress iiolicy bail been to iiiaku tlic ixsoplc of Uio 
StotcB dejicuil upon tlicniselvcs. Unloss they were able to do so, they would not 
bo able to rotiiiii frealom even if somoboily else sdaired it for them. Ho asked 
the Rulers to march witli Uic limes ami coiiceitc llie legitimate demamls of their 
subjects. 

Srimali Kamaladevi Chattffpadkyaya movcil an ameiiilmciit seeking the deletion 
of die jmragrapli relating to the Haripura isilicy. Hiic contemled tlint it luul not 
been successful. She hold that the awakening in Indian Stales, which the 
resolution souglit to attcibiile to Uiu Haripura I'csoliitioii. wim the result of many 
causes such as work by the Sbiles’ People’s Goiil'ereiico, Uic jirogress in llritish 
Iiiilia, etc. She did not like tluit the country which was one sboiild bo diviilal 
into Ilritisli and Indian Ilulia. Slie wauled ilint tlie (Jongress slioiild lake a direct 
interest in States’ alltiirs and imtivcly Ik.* in oliarge of the eomlitc.t of movements 
In the various States. SJic wanted Uic Gougress to crealo a maelunery which 
would direct and control tlio movcmeiit of the Slates’ people for resjiouHildc 
Govci’nmcut. She apjicaleil to the Gougress to lend its i>ower and prestige to the 
cause. 

Mr, Achyut Palwardhan supjiorteil Sriiaati Kamaladevi’s amcmlincnt. Mr. 
Patwaixlhau said Unit Socialists did not agree with tlic llaripura policy. In his 
opinion it was not correct to say that the present awakening among toe Indian 
States’ subjects was entirely due to the Haripura policy. He admitted that, though 
Socialists were opjioscil to ollice aeecjtbuicc, it had resulted in creating an 
awakening among and a new lio)>c in tlic Stales’ ]>coplc. Conditions in Indian 
States had cbangcil since Haripura and it wiut now the duly of the Congress 
organisations ilircctly to help the Slates' laxiple in their struggle for rcsiionsible 
government. It was also necessary to liavc some lumhinery which woidil furnish 
the Congress High Command with a correct vci'sioii of the condition of tlie people 
ill the States. 

Pandit Kashiram Shanna said tliat the I’riiiecs were organising themselves 
to take coueertcil action with a view to preserving their Princely Order against 
the onslaught of tlie people. He wanioil the Princes that Utey were l)ouud to fail 
ill their attempt to crush tJie awakening among the people, lie rwounted certain 
incidents where the States’ iKioplo hud been ill-trealeil by the agents of Rulers. 
“It is our duty to help the seven or eight crorcs of i^Kioplo, who are all residents 
ill States in tlioir light to secure tlicir rights”. He said it was time that Uie 
Rulers realised Uie implications of the Rajkot Imppcniiigs. 

Mr. R. K. Sidhwa said that no jiowcr on earth could crush the growing 
awakening among the people of the States and the earlier the Rulers reidii^ tois 
tlio better for them, “We stand for iiidcpcudonec for the jiooplo of British India 
and we want the Eulers of the States to give Uio people of the States responsible 
government”. If tliey did not do so, «i time, the speaker wariieii the Kulors—that 
the Ihincely Order itself would be done away with and complete imlnpnndeiiee 
(»tablisbed all over India. 
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Mr. Shankar from Mysore Bupi!Orl4Ml Uio amcniljncnt. lie contended that the 
aKTCcment arnvwl at by Sardar rate! on bclialf of Uie pcoiilc, with the State 
nuUionlics had been tlolibcrately broken, lie said that the Slate anthorilics had 
no hesitation in anivniK at ajacements which they knew they could break at 
any inoineut. 

Mr. Chanfjulrai liadtiy (Mysore), eiipjiortini!; the leBolution, Btrongly criticiseil 
the Mysore Govemniont for breakinir the J’atcl-Mirza Agreement before the ink 
on it was di^. We have pitinncsl a programme of nun-co-oi)cration if the Mysore 
Uovernment fails to tiilfil this agreement. 

JVosflit, rc|.lying to the debate, said that the Congi-css had 
luways said less than wlnit it had inleinUsl to do. Nothing could be aiMeveil 
by indulging ill high-sounding words. “l.ct ns, Iherefore, say less and do more.” 
bardar latel, Mahatma Clandhi and Hnlh .laiiinalal liuja] did not wait for a 
resolnlioii licforc entering tlic States struggle, but they did so when Uio psyehological 
moment arrived. 

Srimati Kamalatlevi'a amendnicnt was rejw^lcd by a large majority. Babu 
Rajendra Braaad'a rcsoluiion Wiis passed liy a big majority. 

liuUans Overseas 

•K'st inoveil the following resolution on Indians Overseas: 
(..ongress notes with grave eoiiccrn ami anxiety the rapidly dctoriorutiiig 
tiositiun of Indians overseas, es|i(x-ially in eunnlj'UM within tlic so-called Jiritish 
Commonwealtli «t Naiions, ami C-xlends its symi'alhy anil snp)>ort to all Indian 
iiaUoiials abroad in tlicir just, struggle for tlie assertion of tlieir legitimate riglits, 
)iuhl.u'.nl, eivie- and eeommnc. 

"I'his Ooiigrcss notes with pnrlieiilar anxiety the danger to Indian life and 
proi>erty in Unrma, the liostile iitlitiide towards Indians in ('eyiun, tlic reservation 
of Kenya iliglihuKh to Wltiles to the exclusion of Indians, and the attempt to 
segregate and pass niijust laws iigainsi, Imlians in bonfh Atrien. 

"il'K ^*’*'‘* indeiicndent India 

can cluxitively lielp its nalioinils tihroad. In the menntime, Uio Oungress calls 
ujiun tlic people of Ihi-t country to <lo everything hi their power to help the cunsc 
of Indians overseas.” 

“Induv luis,” Mr. Salnamiirli saul, “the riglit and duly to extend her syini'nlhy 
til her nationals abroad. 'I lie treatnient of Indians abroad is particnlurly notorious in 
the iiritisli tkiiuinoiHvealih. Wbilc we arc tigbiing for onr own iiHlependonc.o, 
we assure our broihren abroad of onr full sympathy in tlieir diflieiilties. Wc 
would reminil our jieopK. ulu'uad that they sbonhl learn the li-ssoii that iiiinorilies 
sliuiild adjust tlieinsoivcs to tlic conditions of the country in which tliey live.” 

With regard to Ihirma, the speaker iippeahxl to the goisi sense of the people 
there, so Unit tliero luidit be liiirmonioim rehilioim between India and Jinrmn. Jlo 
assured Kenya Indians Unit the Congress would Hiip|.ort them in their demand so 
also would tlic Congress support Imliiins in bonlh Atrini. Mr. Salyunmrti assured 
the Indiiin settlers ulinmd of Uic full siipinirt and sympathy of the Congress 
in tlieir legitimate dcniiiiuls. 

. Rlr. dwala I'rutad S/iuklu movotl an amendment wliich Jic moved in the 
bnhjcels Committee. 'J he amendmciit was rejected, and Mr, Batyumurti’s resolution 
was earned with aeclamatioii. 

Pandit A'ehru moved a resolution Uiat the iic.\t Congitss session be held in 
the last week of Decern)ler. Bii/m Rajendra yVusm/ invited the next Congress to 
Biliar. Kormally Uiis slioiild liave lieen sottleil by the A. 1. C. O.. but in 
view of the fact Uiat it miglit lake some lime lieforc the A. I. O. C. met, it was 
but proper, he said, that llicy should give time to tlio llcecptioii Committee 
to make arraugementa. Tlievcfore Uic delc;raU‘s tliemselves should fake the ihial 
decision now, without waiting for tlie A. 1. C. C. meeting. 

Pandit Jawuhnrial neccplcil Babu Bajemlrn Jbasiurs suggestion and requested 
uiG lloiiRC to Accc])t it* Xli(* rcsoluliou tuj Aiiioiidixl by JJubu Itajcndra was 

unanimously earried. 

The “Biuide Miitaram” was then snug and the fifty-second session of the 
Congress concluded amidst enthusiastic scenes. 

Reaoltttions 

The following are tlic aiitlioriscd version of the resolutions passed by the 
Congress 
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1. Condolenea 

This Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and loss at the death of Manlana 
Shankat Ali, Sir Mohamad l(il)al, llegam Aimtiri and Shris K. Raman Mciion, G. 
S. Khaparde, B. Raja Ran, Nathuji Jaghip, Tlmkiir Gulsar Sinha, Rajarm Shnkla, 
Devi Prasad Bhukla, K. K. Bhar, Dliuitdiraj Maliadeo Naik, Abdul Waliid. Balwant- 
rai P. Thakore, Mahesh I'rasad Nigam, l^aiidit Malisibir i*rasad Dwivedi, Uitoiidra 
Nath Mukhcrji, Jwala Singh, K. Nageshwar lUn, Rajah Ali Patel, Ghaltn veiikat 
Chaturanan Dos, Bauchlianidhi Mahanty, Girija Bhiishan Dutt, Shrinath Das and 
Pratap Biugh. 


3. Welcome to Egyjttlan Delegation 

Tlie ConCTCSS extends its cordial welcome to the fraternal delegation from the 
Wafd Party of Egypt and considers this visit as symbolising the solidarity of the 
movements for freraom in Egypt and India. The Congress sends its greetings to 
the people of Egypt and its earnest wishes lor their complete success in achieving 
full freedom. It trusts tlint the nssu<-.iatioii of the ^)co]>lcs of Fjgypt and India will 
ever grow closer and more fruitful in the fiirttieraucc of world peace and 
freedom. 

8. China 

The Congress sends its greetings to the (icoplc of Cliina and its deepest sym¬ 
pathy in their trial and privations in their struggle against a rutlilcss and inhuman 
impwalism. It congratulates tliem on their lieroie rcsistiince. 

The Congress cxtircsscs its approval of tlic sending of a medical mission on its 
behalf to the i>copla or Oliina, and trusts this mission will continue to receive full 
support so that it may carry on its work of succour circctivcly and be a worthy 
symbol of Indian solidarity with Cldua. 

4. The National Demand 

The Congress has for more than half a century striven for the advancement 
of the iKxiple of lixlia and 1ms n.-prcscniod the urge of Uic Indimi people towarils 
freedom and self-expression. During the past twenty years it lias engaged itself 
on behalf of tlic masses of the country in strutmic against Britisli liniierialism, tuul 
througli the suitbring and tlisoipiiiied simriiice (if the i>oop1e, it has carried the imlioa 
a long way to the independence that is its o))je(^(.ivc. With the growing strength 
of the iKJorde, it has ndoiited itself to a changing and developing situation, ami 
while pursuing various programmes, has ever worked for the imleiHindeiico of Inilia 
and the cslablishmcut of a democratie Stale in the coiiiilry. Rejecting tlic Govern¬ 
ment of India Act and with the full determination to end it, it deciilei to take 
advantage of the Mciwuro of provincial autonomy the Act provided, restricted an(l 
circumscribod as it was, in order to strongUicn tlio national movement and to give 
such relief to the masses ns was possible ■under tiic circninstanecs. To tiio Federal 
l>art of the Act the Congress declared Us ummmprumising opposition and Us deter¬ 
mination to resist Us im|iosition. 

The Congress declares afresh its resolve to achieve indc]>ciidcncc for the nation 
and to have a constitution framed for a free India through a Constituent Assembly, 
elected by the people on the basis of adult franchise and wUliout any iiitcrforcnee 
by a foreign authority. No otlier constitutions or attempted solutions of the prob¬ 
lem can bo accepted by the Indian ]X!oplc. 

The Congress is of opinwn that in view of the situation in India, the organised 
strength of the national movement, the remarkable growth of consciousness of the 
masses, the new awakening among the people of the Btates, as well as the rapid de¬ 
velopment of the world situation, the princijdo of self-determination must now bo 
applied to the fullest extent to India so that the pcoi>lo of India might establish 
an independent democratic Btatc by means of a constituent Assembly. Not only 
the inherent right and dignity of the people demand this full fre^m, but also 
the economic and other problcraa which press insistently on the masses, cannot find 
solulion nor can India get rid of her poverty and keep pace with mc^ern progress, 
unless her people have full opjiortnnitics of self-government and growth whim in- 
depondenco alone can give, j-rovincial Autonomy afTords no such scope for dcvcloi>- 
mont and Us csaiiaeity for good is being rapidly exhausted; the proimajd Federation 
strangles India still further and will not bo aceepted. The Congress is therefore 
firmly of opinion that the whole Government of India Act must give place to a 
constitution of a free India made by the people themselves. 
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An independent and democratic India will face the solution of her great prob¬ 
lems rapidly and effectively and will line herself with the progressive peoples of the 
world and thus aid the cause of dcnvx'racy and frecMiom. 

With a view to a spectly realisation of the Cungrras objective and in order to 
face effectively the national and international crises tiiat loom ahead and 
prc])aro the country for a nation-wide struggle, this Congress calls upon all 
parts of the Congress organisation, tlie (Congress I’rovinciid Governments 
and the people generally, to work to this cini by promoting unity and 
seeking to dirainate disruptive forces and conditions wliich lead to communal con- 
fiicU and national disunity liy co-or<iinatiug the activities of the I’rovincial Govern¬ 
ments with the work outside the legislatures, and by strciigthcniag the organisation 
so as to make it a still more elfcctive organ of the people’s will. 

5. Congress Maebinery 

Inaamuch as experience has sliown that the working of the Congress machinery 
is often renderc<l diflieult by alnisc in Uic matler of enrolment of members, elec¬ 
tions and otlicrwisc, and as it is urgently iicccsaary to remove all such defects, the 
Congress authorises (he All India Congress Coinmittec to take all ste])s that may 
be necessary to attain that end including i^hangcs in Oonstitiitioii. The All India 
Congress Committee sliall have authority to give immediate effect to constitutional 
changes. 

6. Reattirmatlon of Congress Policy 

In view of the various misuiKlerstaiidings that have arisen in die Congress and 
the country on sceoiint of the. controversnw in loniioction with die Ib’^idendol 
election and after, it is desirable Uiat die Congress sliould clarify the position and 
declare its gciicnd |>olicy. 

This CVmgrcss dceiarcs its finn adlicrence to the fundamental liolicies which 
have governc*! its pvopumme in the past years under the guidance of Mahatma 
Gandhi and is definitely of opinion that dicre sboniil bn no iireak in these }x>licies 
and that dtey slioiild coiilimin to govern die. (!ongn«s rrograromo in future. This 
Congress expresses its eoiilideiice in the work of the Working Committee which 
fuiiotioncd liiiring the lust year anil regrets Umt any aspersions should have been 
cast against anj of its me.mficrH. 

In view of the critical siltmtioii that may develop during the coming year 
and in view of the fact tiial Mahatma Gundlii alone, can lend the Cungi-ess aiid the 
counti'y to victory during such iTisis, Uie Congress rcg.'irds it as imperative dmt 
its cxeiaitivc slumlil eonimand liis intplii it coiifiilcnco and nijnests the President to 
npiHiint die Working Comiuittoc in acconLnucc with die wislics of Guiidliiji. 

7. Palestine 

nie Congress has previously dcclarcii its full symi>athy with the Arabs in 
Palestine in tiidr struggle for iiaiiuiml freedoiu and tlioir fight against Britisli Im- 
iicrialism and has eoiuliwiied tlio iKilicy of tlic mnndatoiy power in Palestine, 
Bubscquciil events have disclosed the eouliunncc of a reign of terror maintained 
by die British array and lolicy in the name of law and order. The courage, deter¬ 
mination and sacrifices miwic fiy the Arabs in the slrngglc liavc evoked the tulmira- 
tion of the people of India wlio desire to convey to dicm again dieir greetings and 
good wislics for the complete suia^ss in die attainment of their objective. 

While sympathising witli the jilight of the Jews in Eurojic and elsewhere, 
the Congress deplores uiat in Palestine the Jews have relied on British armed 
forces to advance their H])ccinl privileges luid thus aligned dicmsclvcs on the side 
of British Imperialism. 9hc (..Xingress trusts that the Arabs and Jews will 
endeavour to find a basis for direct eo-o|ieratioii with a view to establishing an 
independent democratic Btatc in I’alestine with adoi}imto protection of Jewish 
rights. 

8. Baluchistan 

In view of the fact Uiat British Baluchistan is still being governed in the 
old irresponsible and liurcancratic manner the Congress demands that democratic 
and rcsiKinsiblo form of government bo introiluced in the province without any 
delay and it .be graiitou the same constitutional status as other provinces 
of India. 

9. Foreign Policy 

Tlie Congress records its entire disapproval of British Foreign Policy 
culminating in the Munich Pact, the Anglo-ltaUan Agreement and the rcct^nition 
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of Rcl>cl Riwn. This rwlicy has bfion one ot dclil)erate betrayal of democracy, 
repeated breach of jdedft'ea, tlic,ending of the system of collective security and 
co-ojHsi'ation wiui piovcruments which are avowcfl enemies of democracy and freedom. 
As a result of this iwlicy, the world is bdnf' reduced to a state of internationivl 
anarchy where brutal yiolen(« triinnphs and iiourishes nnchc(;ked and decides Uio 
fate of nations, and in_ the name of jieace stupendous preparations arc being 
made for the most terrible of wars. International morality has sunk so low in 
Ceiitral and South-western Europe that the world has witnessed with horror the 
oi^iimiiscd terrorism of the Nazi Government against })coplo of the Jewish race 
and the conUnnous bombing from the air by rebel forces of cities and civilian 
inhabitants and helpless refugees. 

The Congress dissociates itself entirely from British foreign policy which 
has consistently aided the Eascist I'owcrs and hcl()eJ in the destruction of 
democratic conntrics. The Coiigross is opposed to imiicrialism and Weism alike 
and is convinced tlrut world iieacc and pwjgress required the ending of both of 
tliese. In the opinion of Uie (Congress, it is urgently necessary for India to 
direct her own foreign policy ns an indc]>endent nation, thereby kceiung aloof 
from both imiieriaiism and fascism, and pursuing her path of i>cacc and treiriom. 

10 Indian States 

The Conpess welcomes the awakening of the people of tlie Indian States in 
many parts of the country and considers this ns a hojicful prelnde to tlic larger 
freMloin, comprising tlie wlmlc of India, for which the Congress has laboured. 
Tlie Congress supiants the ilomaiid for rcajionsible government and civil liberty 
ill the Btates lutd espressos iis soliiUuity with these movements for frisslom 
and solf-o.snrcssioQ, which are integral parts of the larger struggle for tlie frecilom 
of the whole country. While a|iprcc,inting that some Rulers of the Btates have 
recognised tliis awakening as a liodthv sign of growth and are sceWng to adjust 
themselves to it in co-operation with llicic jicoplo, the Congn>8s regrets that some 
other Rulers liavc sought to suppress ihesc movcineiits by banning peaecfnl and 
h^timate organisiilioMS and alt polilical iw^tivily anil, in some cases, resorting 
to cruel and inlimnan repression. In particular the Congress deplores the attempt 
of some Rulers to seek tlie aid of the British Govcriimout in India to snnpross 
their own people, and condemns Ute unwarranted use of military nnd Tolico 
forces lent by ific British autlioriiies. 

The Congress expnwses its sympathy with tlie snllbrings of the growing 
number of Refugees from Ibo various Btates aiul trusts that the public will rentier 
them every assistance. 

The whole of India was profoiintUy stirred by tlic announcement of an 
indcfiinte fast by Gandbiji in oixler to remedy the bromh by the Thakovo Baliib 
of Rajkot of the scUIemcnt arrivwl at iKstwcen him anil bis conneiilors on the one 
hand, and Sardac Vallabhbhai I'alel, as represt'iiling the iicoplo, on the otlicr. 
The Congi'css expresses its giatiiicatiou at Uie recent agi’ccment rcsutling in the 
termination of the fast nnd trusts Utat tiic jicoplc of Rajkot wiU have their 
aspirations fuliillcd, and further liopes tlmt the I'linccs of Kathiawar and otlier 
parts ot Iiwlia will march with tlio times and, in co-operation with Uuar pocplo, 
introduce resjionsiblc government, 

'ITic Congress regrets that several State Governments, besides Rajkot, have 
{mne back uiion their assurances to their iieoplc and their plcdgoil word. It trusts 
that these brcodics of agreement will bo repaired and the ossurances given wili 
be honoured. 

The Congress is of oiiinion tliut the resolution of the Haripura session ot 
the Congress, relating to the States, has answorcil tlic cxiicctations raisetl by it 
mid has justilied itself by encouraging tlie looplc of the States to organise themsel¬ 
ves and conduct their own movements for frccilora. The Haripura policy was 
concaved in the best interests of the iweple in order to aiable them to develop 
self-reliance nnd strength. This loliey was dictated by circumstances and by a 
rctogiiition of the limitations inherent in Bie eircumstances, but it was never 
conceived as an obligation. Tlic Congress has always losscssod the right, as it is 
its duty, to guide tlie people of the States and laid tliem its intiuencc. The 
great awakaiing that is taking place among the people of the States may load to 
a relaxation or to a complete removal of the restraint wliich die Congress imposed 
upon itself, thus resulting in an ever incrcasiiig identification of the Congress 
widi the States’ people. The Working Committee is authorised to issue instruc¬ 
tions in this behalf from time to time as occasion arises. 


-7-8 MAK, ’39 ] TUE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 343 

The Consress desires to rcitcrato Uiat its objective, eomplcte iiulci>cmlciieo, 
is for tlio whole of iixlia, iiiuliisivc of the Slates which are iiile(;ral jiiirls of 
India which cannot be separated, and which must have the same jncsvsnrb 
of political, social, economic and ieli<^ou8 frce«lom as tlic rest of India. 

11. Indians Overseas 

_ This Conaross notes with grave concern and anxiety the rapidly dctciioraling 
iiosition of Indians overscivs, specially in countries within the so-cidicd British 
Commonwealth of Nations and extends its sympathy and supiiort to all Indian 
nationals abroad in tlicir just struggle for tlie iiHseriion of tlicir legitimate rights, 
]ioUtical, civic and cMinoinie. This Congress notes witli partienlivr anxiety tlio 
danger to Indian life and pro|icrty in Burma, the Imstile attitude towartls Indians 
in Ceylon, llie reservation of the Kenya lligldaiids to Enropcans to the cxchisioii 
of Indians^ and Ihe attempt Ui stigregate and j>ass iinjimt laws against Indians in 
Hoiith Africa. 'Iliis tlongress oxprtisses its opinion that only a free and indepen¬ 
dent India cun eir««tively hel|) its natiunals iil>ruad. In the ineanthnc the 
Onigroas calls u)'on the )>cople of lliis conniry to <lo evcrytliuig in tlieir i>owcr to 
help the cause of rndians overseas. 

12. Next Congress 

Resolved tliat tlie next session of the Congress tm hehl in Biliar during Uie 
last week of llcceinbec of Uiis year. 

THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Tripurl—7th. March to 8Ui. March 1930 

A tncctiug of Ihe A. 1. C. C. was held hi the Kiihjccts Committee 
Fandal at Triiniii on March 7, I'.KtO at i-.'li) i'. m, Manlana AUnI KaUnn Asad 
presided in the ivbsence of Wiri Suliluis Cliandra Bose owing to illness. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting of tlio A. 1. C. C. held at Delhi in Beplcm- 
her last were continued. 

Accounts and Report 

Acliarya Kripuiani. thongli he had resigmsl froin Uic membership of the 
Working Ooinmitlo:) as also from the (tencnil Scioetavyship of the Congress, was, 
in view of siici-ia] circnmslanee, asked liy the I’lcsiiient to sidimit tlie audited 
aeeoiiiits ami the Report to tlie A. I. C. '1 he aiidileil accounts were jiassinl. 
The Annual Re|K>it was plaeeil lieforu the ('oinmittee. Home iiicmbcrs <if tlio 
(k)mniittw asked for time to iieruse ami consklcr the Rci>ort before adujiting it. 
The rrcsideut agreed and adjourned the meeting. 

Shri Sulihaii Chandra Bone jircsidcil at the second meeting of the A. I. C. C. 
held on March 8, in the Biibioigs Committee I’audal. The Ceiicral Beerotary’s 
RciKirt was taken up for oonsidoralion. A mcinlier of the house sought elnrilicatiou 
of the ^loiiit whether the Beneiary’s lie|K)rt could he adopted without its being 
first approved of by tlio Working Committoe. The Ceueral Bwirctary’s Roiiort is 
ordiiiardy aiinrovcd of liy tlic Working ikniimiltce before being placed licforo the 
A. 1. O. 0. The last meeting of the Working Committee hold at Wardha could 
not truusiuit any business owing to the sinlden iilncss of tlio President. The 
President rnleil that tlie eonstilutioii did not make it oUligaiory for the Working 
Committee to first ap]>rove of the rc|iort funimlly before its being iJiuied before 
the A. 1. C. C. Bliri if. B. Nariman moved that ilic Report lie formally recorded 
instead of being adopted. Bhri J. B. Krijmluni olijoeUsl saying that this was 
contrary to tlie usual practice. It must Ini cither adopteil or Uirowu out. 
ThcrcuiKiu the A. I. C. C. unanimously adopteil the Rciiort, 

Shri Q. B. Pant's Resolution 

Shri Oovind Ballabh Pant ami about ICO oUior members of die A, I. 0. 0. 
gave formal notice to the President of tiiek uitcntiou to move die following 
rcsolnlion at the mceiing of tlic A. I C. C. 

‘In view of various misunderstandings Oiat have arisen in the Congress and 
die country on account of the controversies in conneelion widi die Presidential 
election and after, it is desirable that tlio All India Congress Committee should 
clarify the position and declare its general policy. 
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Tho Ckxnmittce declares its firm ndhcronce to the fundamental polides of Uie 
Confess which have i>'ovcrnc<l its proKiaminc in the past years under the {guidance 
of Maliaima Gandhi and is definitely of opinion that there should be no break 
in these policies and that they should continue to govern tlio Congress programme 
in future. The Committee express its confidence in the work of the WorUng 
Committee which functioned during the last year and deplores that any aspersions 
should have been cast against any of its members. 

In view of the critical situation that may develop during too coming year 
and in view of the fact that Maliatma Gandhi alone can lead the Congress and 
the country to victory during such crisis, toe Committee regards it as imperative 
that too Congress Executive should command his implicit confidence and request 
too I’rcsidcnt to nominate the Working Committee in accordance with the wishes 
of Gandhiji.” 

The President expressed tho opinion that tocro is nothing in tho Congress 
constitution or past practice which allowed him to place such a resolution before 
toe A. 1. C. C. meeting, lie however invited opinion on the subject before giving 
his final ruling. 

Hie discussion that followed rcvcaloil a divergence of opinion. Bhri Govind 
Ballubh Pant and olliors expressed tiic view that an im|)orlant resolution such as 
tho one given notice of by a mujority of tiic A. 1. C. C. mciuiicrs sliould not be 
niled out St order owing (o some technical olijcitiion. Bo far as ho could see 
there was not even any technical bar to the ailiuission of such a resolution. Bhris 
Barat Chandra Uosc, K. F. Nariman, M. B. Ancy and olJicrs thonglit otherwise 
and exprcssiul tliu uiiinion that llio A. I. (7. was not competent to discuss the 
resolution. Fnrtocrinoro the dclogatcH would Imj defrauded of their light to 
consider and pass their verdict on the vital issues raised in the resolution. 

Hic President ruled that tlic Tl<«otutjon could not be discussed by the 
A. I, C. C. Ho however expressed readiness to luivo the matter considered by 
the Subjects Committee. 


Rajkot and Gandbiji’s Fast 

In a previous issue of the Bulletin wo have recorded Uie cireumstanees in 
which toe struggle was resumed by the people of liajkot. It was a grim and 
desperate struggle. The State authorities rcsortol to inhuman rc]iressioii to reduce 
toe outraged people to tame submission. Gandbiji and Bhri Vallabhbbai Patel 
received (mly wires about liuiigcr stikes in Kajkot over tho barbarous treatment 
of prisoners and others iu villages. Gondluji put himself in telegraphic com¬ 
munication with tho Kajkot autooriUcs to ascertain tho trutli of the reports he 
received of growing terrorism and frightfulness. Hic telcgrH))hic correspondence 
gave him no satisfaction. He decided to go to Rajkot himself and make a first 
hand study of toe situation. 

Oandhiji reached Kitikot on tlio 20to. February. Full faiilitics were given by 
the Kajkot authorities to Uandhiji for carrying on his investigations of tho alleged 
atrocities on tlic part of tlio Btatc. Ho visited jails and intcrviewoil with prisoners. 
He visited tlie villages and heard from village-folk tiic talcs of their suiTcrings. 
He bad prolongcu talks with Thakorc Sahib, toe llcsideut and the olficials of too 
State. After he bad closely investigated too situation he wrote a letter to the 
T^kore Sahib in which he made a few snggoitions for restoring and implementing 
the agreement arrived at between him amt his councillors and Sardor Vallabhbbm 
Patel. The Hiakorc Sahib was also iutiraated that if too suggestions were not 
accepted by him b^ore noon of the 3rd. March he (Oandhiji) would undertake a 
fast which would continue till after acceptance. 

The Thakore Sahib in reply rcjeetol the suggostions ns in his opinion they 
were not in accordance with too original i^recmcnt. He also argued, that it was 
not possible for him to divest himself of his sole and final responsibility for 
deci&g toe personnel of tho Committee nod toe measure ami manner of the 
reforms to be introduced. Oandhiji characlcriscd toe reply of toe Thakore Sidiib as 
adding fuel to the lire. The Thakorc Sahib divested himself of a laige measure of 
responsibility when ho gave the following note to the Sardar: ‘Agreed seven 
members of toe Committee mentioned in Clause 3 of toe said announcement of 
this date are to be recommended by Sardar Patel and they are to be nominated 
by us.* 
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The fateful fast cotnmciivcd at twelve noon, March 3. The whole county 
was stirred to its deptlis. It followed witli deepst anxiety the jirogress of his 
fast and the rapid worsening of his dclieato hcultn. Tho authorities concerned 
were urged to intervene tortliwitli and right the blatant wrong for which (irundbiji 
has risked his life. On the 4tli day of tlio fast was announced a sottlemoiit and 
tlie conBC<iuent termination of tiio fast. Tlie Viceroy intervened. He sent a 
message to Uandhiji that tho best way in which the alleged breach of faith could 
be proved and doubts resolved wouhl be U> refer the matter to tho highest Judicial 
aiitliority in dm laud, tluit is to say, the Chief Jnslicc of India. Tho Viceroy gave a 
personal assurance that Ite would exert his |)ersi)nal influence to see that the terms 
of settlement are faiUifully ciu-riol out by die Thakorc Hnhib. Tho Viceroy also 
osjnessed a wish to see Gandbiji and tlismiss matters with him, so that any 
misa|)|'>relicii8ions may Im removed. Gandbiji replied that tho Viceroy’s kind 
message was a suflicient warrant for breaking tiu; fast and ending the anxiety of 
millions. Tite eoiinr.ry' received the news of this hap))y and siieccssful termination 
of the fast with a dirill of profound relief. 


THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Calcutta—20tlt. April to 1st. May 1039 

A meeting of tho All fiidia (yongress GomiuiUce was held at Calcutia on April 
29, 30 mid May .1 in a spci-ial paiidai ereeted for the purjioso. 

SAri Sublitis ChavUra Hone nrcsidctl at the first sitting for a sliort while. He 
explained to tl.e committee iiow his conversations with Mahatma Gandhi mid some 
memhers of the old Working GonimiUeu iiad failcil to bring about a settlement of 
die question at issue, namely, tho formation of the Working Committee, In this 
eonitcedon lie read out the following letter of Gmidliiji mldresitcd to him expressing 
Ids (GntKlhiji’s) inability to suggest die imrsoinicl of die Working Committee in 
terms of the T’ripuvi resolution of Bhri (4. d. I’aiit 

Oandblji’s Lettw 

‘My door Sublias, 

You had oskuvl me to give you in terras of I’amlit Pant's resolution the names 
for tho Working tjoramittoc. As I have told yon in my letters and my tcl^rams 
I feel myself utterly iiicomiKitont to do so. Much has hai>)>cncd since Tripuri. 

Knowing your own views and knowing how you and mid most of the members 
differ in fuiuhimcntals, it seems to me that if I gave you mimes it would bo an 
imiiosition on you. 1 hail argued diis jiosition at length in my letters to you. 
Nodiiiig that has hapiiencd during Uio diree days of closest conversation between 
118 has altered mj view. Such being tho case you are free to choose your own 
Committee. 

I have told you hx) that you could discuss with ex-members the possibility 
of a mutual approach and that nothing would please me better than to know diat 
you were able to come together. Into wluit lias happened since I need not go. 
You and tho ex-members present will make tho position clear befor the A. I. C. 0. 
Only, it has been a matter of the greatest grief to me diat a mutual settlement 
bos not been possible. I hope however that whatever is done will be done with 
mutmd goodwill.” 

Shrl Bose’s Statement 

Shri Subhoi Chandra Bose then made Uie following statement tcmlcring his 
resignation of the oflice of the Presideut of the Congress and explained tho circums¬ 
tances iaiding dioro to— 

Friends, yoh are aware of the resolution that was iiassod at die Tripuri Con¬ 
gress relating to ilic new Working Conimitlee. Tlial resolution^was as follows; 

In view of various misiindcrBlaiidiiigs that have arisen in die Congress and 
the country on account of the controversies in connection with the presidential 
election and after, it is desirable that the All India Congress Committee should 
olnrify the position and declare its general iiolicy. , , , 

The Committee declares its firm wlhcreni e to the fundamental policies of the 
Congress which have governed its programme in tho past years iindw the guidance 
of Mahatma Gandhi and is definitely of opinion that there should be no break in 
tiiKiM policies and that they should continue to govern the Congress prcigramme in 
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future. The committee express its confidence in the work of the Working Com¬ 
mittee which functioned during the last year and regrets that any_ aspirations should 
have beM cast against any of its mombora. In view of the critical situation that 
may develop daring the coming year and in vies? of the fact that Mahatma Gandhi 
alone can lead the Congress and the country to victory during such crisis, the 
Committee r^ards it as imperative that the Congress Executive should tmmmand 
his implicit confidence and requests the President to nominate the Working Com¬ 
mittee in accordance with the wishes of Gandhiji. 

I regret very much that since the Tripiiri Congress I have not been able to 
announce toe personnel of the now Working Committee. But this has been due 
to circumstonccs beyond my control. Owing to my illness, I couldr not proce(^to 
meet Midiatma Gandhi, in lieu thereof, I started (wrrospondcnco with him. fhis 
enabled us to clarify our ideas and view|i<)ints, but did not bring us to a settlement. 
When I realist that correstiondence had proved ineffective, I wanted to make a 
frantic effort to meet Miihatmaji at Delhi—but that effort also failed. 

After Mohatmaji’s arrival in Calcutta wo have had prolonged conversations, 
but unfortunately they did not load to any solution. Mahatmaji’s advice to me is 
that I should myself form a Working Committee leaving out the members who 
resigned form too previous Working Committee. This advice I cannot give effect 
to for several reasons. To mention two of the principal reasons, I may say that 
such a step would be contrary to too directions in Panf-ji’s resolution, which pro¬ 
vides “inter alia” toat too Working Committee should bo formed in accordance 
with the wishes of Gmidhijl and should command his implicit confidence. If I 
formed such a committee as axlviscd above, 1 would not bo able to report to you 
that the Committee commanded his implicit confidence. 

Moreover, my own conviction is that in view of the critical times that are 
ahead of us in India and abroiid, we should havo a comimsite Cabinet commanding 
toe confidence of the largest number of Congressmen i>ossible, rcllccting the com¬ 
position of too general body of Uic Congress. 

Since I could not implement MaUatmaji’s advice, I could only repeat my ro- 
qitest that ho should kindly shoulder tlio responsibility vested in him by too Tnpurl 
Congress and nominate the Working Committee. And I told him that whatever 
Committee he apfioiutcd would be binding on mo, since it was my determination 
to imidemcnt Pantji’s resolution. 

Unfortunately for us Mohatmaji felt unable to nominate the Working Committee. 

As a last step, I tried my best to arrive at an informal solution of the above 
problem. Mahatmaji told me that the prominent members of the previous Working 
Committee and myeolf should put our heads togetoor and see if we could arrive at 
an agreement, I concurred and wo maile toat nttem]>t. If wo had succeeded in 
coming to a settlement, we would toon have come up before too A. I. C. C. for 
formal ratification of our informal agreement. Unfortunately toough we spent 
several hours in discussing toe matter wo could not arrive at a settlement. 1 have 
therefore to report to yon with deep regret that 1 am unable to announce toe per¬ 
sonnel of toe new Working Committee. 

I have been pondering deojily as to what I could do to help the A. I. C. 0. 
in solving toe problem that is now nlaecil bidurc it. I feel that my })rcscnco as 
I'resideut at this juncture may {xissilily be a sort of obstacle or handicap in its |>ato. 
For iustanuc, the A. 1. C. C. may feel inultncil to npi>oint a Working Committee 
ill which I shall bo a misfit. I foci, further, that it may iwssibly lie easier for toe 
A. I. 0. G. to HcUlo the matter, if it can havo a new rresidcut. After mature deli¬ 
beration, therefore, and in an entirely helpful spirit I am placing my resignation 
in your hands. 

The time at my disposal lias been very short and hence I could prepare only 
a brief statement. Nevertheless this brief sUitemcnt will, I hoi>c, siivccM in clarify¬ 
ing the situation as it now stands.” 

Shiri gubhas Chandra Bose then requested Bhrimati Barojini Naidu, too senior- 
most ex'Prcsidcnt present to take the chair of toe Committee and regulate Bie 
proceedings of the meeting. 

After SAri Sarojini Devi took the chair, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru placed 
before too House the propositiou that Shri Bubhas Chandra Bose be iMuesl.^ to 
withdraw his resignation and nominate afresh the old Working Committee 
which functipned in 1938. Shri Jawaharlal Nehru explained that considering the 
external and internal sitnation of the country it was imiicrative tout a way out must 
be found to end toe controversy raised by Shri Font’s resolution passed at Tripori 
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and that the i-ropoBilion lie put Ixiforc tlie llouBo was such as would oonnnand the 
Im-gest niTOsurc of commou agreement As for (he infusion of fresh blood in the 
Working Committee ho explained Hint two old memticis of the Committee Shris 
Jamnaltd iJajaj and .Tairamdas Doidalram will be soon resigning Uicir seals on Uie 
Committee for reasons of health. This would enable Bhri liose to nominate in con¬ 
sultation with his colleagues two new members from other groujis thus adding fresh 
blood to the Coniinittec. Shri Nehru invited opinion on his proposition. The pro¬ 
position was su]>i)OTtcd bjr Shri liufi Ahmad Kidwai anil Shri Jaiprakash Narayun, 
There were however certain amciidmeuis moved by the members. 

The discussion was not concluded when tlic sitting was adionrned for the day. 

The A. I, C. 0. meeting reassembled the next diay, April 30, 1980. Shri. 
Jawaharlal Nehru made a Htatetuent tliat Uie pro))osition he had put forward the 
previous day was witli a view to end controversy and not to imixise a Working 
Committee on Shri Itoso, as was made out by some of the speakers on the Resolu¬ 
tions in the commeuls in the local press. That was very far from his intention. He 
also thought it was no use debating tlie proposition if it did not meet with the 
amiroval of Shri Bubhas Chandra Rose. He ilierefore requested a definite ro]iiy from 
Bhri Bubhas Chandra Bose whether Uie projosiUon met with his approval and as a 
consequence he was prci'Orcd to withilraw his resignation. 

In reply Shri Bose made the following statement 

Shri Bose’s Statement 

“The resolution Unit is now tiefore the House is one with which I am vitally 
concerned and it would iicrhaps help Uic iliscnssion if I could indicate my reai-tion 
to it. I feel grcatli hunoiircd that randit Jawaliavlnl Nehru should move a resolu¬ 
tion requesting me to withdraw my rcsigutition. But when 1 have not tender^ my 
resignation in a light-hearted manner, I should iKindcr deeply before coming to a 
decision. Bo I wehomed the ailiourumcnt of Uic debate last evening. 

This resolution is in effect idenUcal wilh Uic suggestion miwc informally by 
Maliatma Gandhi and others during my conversniions wiUi some members of Uio 
previous Woiking Commillee. Crdiitaiily Malial maji’s word is law to mo but where 
principles arc involved, I somelimes feel unable to accept his advice or suggesUon. 

When unfortunately Mahatma Gaitdbi lias not found it possible 1o help us by 
nominating Uic Woiking Cuniiiiiltec sboiild we attempt to solve tJie problem without 
Tofereiice to the Congress cousUlution ? I leave it to you, friends, to miswcr Uio 
question. 

I shall now come to the iiractical aspect of tiic question. Judging from this 
point of view, the main question is, what sort of Cabinet is needed now and for tho 
next few mouUis ? 

Last year at Ifariinira 1 made Uirco cliniigcs in Uio r>erRonncl of Uic previous 
Cabinet. My own \icw definitely is that there should bo an inclusion of fresh blo^ 
every year. To ensure continuity of imlicy, the majorily of the old members may 
remain. But in a vast country like India, the biglicst executive of the Congress 
should not be mode the close preserve of a group of individuals, A change should 
therefore be made every year under normal cireuiustuuccs. 

Now what about an emergency like the present one. You know that even in 
countries like Great Britain, where there arc wcll-dcfiticil ))olitical parties, a war- 
crisis or a national emergency breaks down political barriers and brings on the same 
Committee people who normally regard Uicinscivcs as deadly opponents. And in 
Continental countries like Franco, composite Caliiiiots are the order of the day. Are 
we less iiartriotic than Britishers or Frenchmen that we cannot do what they can f 
I refuse to think that we are so inferior to them in quality. 

If we wont a strong Cabinet with a dynamic urge it is necessary for us to put 
icprescntaUves of different sliades of opinion in the Congress, giving the majority to 
those who will ensure continuity of imlicy. If wo do not allow Uiis inclusion of 
fresh blood the Cabinet will lose in ]iower and ]X>teiicy, If in countries like Great 
Britain it is necessaiy to do away wiUi party Cabinets in times d war-crisis and 
substitute “uational Cabinets”, do we not feel the same necessity here ? 

It may be argued Uiat such comimsito Cabinets will be too heterogeneous to 
function propei;ly. But such an apprenension is unfounded. Within the A. I, CL C. 
or within tho Congress there are different shades of opinion. But do we not have a 
large measure of agreement among ourselves ? Are we not all of us anti-imperia¬ 
lists who accept the present Constitution, creed and imlioy of the Congress ? Are 
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not all Oongresamen honM^eDeous in this sense, vis-a-vis the world outside ? I am 
afnud, that we sometimes give a too narrow moaning to the word homogeneity. 

Let us face the fact that the Congress has changed its composition to some 
extent since 1921. The diange should be reflected in the com))Osition of the Working 
Committee also, so that that Committee may be truly representative of the generd 
body of the Congress. Further, we should not forget the latent implications of the 
voting at the last Fresidcntial election. Shall we not move with the times, see the 
writi& on the wall and adjust ourselves to it ? 

I do not know exactly the mind of the A. I. C. G. to-day, but I respectfully 
submit that if you desim that I should continue as President yon should be good 
enough to show some consideration for the views indicated above. If, however, you 
think otherwise you should kindly release me from the responsibility of President¬ 
ship. Serious and critical times are ahead of us. We must pool our resources and 
pull our whole weight if we are to emerge triumphant out of the external crisis that 
IS fast overtaking us. To this arduous task 1 shall contribute my humble mite. 
What does it matter if I am not in the Presidential Chair ? My services will be 
always at the disposal of the Congress and of the country for what they are worth. 

I claim to have aufflcieiit patriotism and sufiicient sense of discipline to be able to 
work at an ordinary soldier in this great fight for India’s political and economio 
emancipation.” 

The Chairwoman Shrimati Naidu after he hod finished made an appeal to Shri 
Bose to accept the projiosition of Sri Jawaharlol. She explained how two seats 
would be available fur infusion of fresh blood in the Committee. She also thought 
that with mutual goodwill some other changes may be mode in the composition 
of the Committee in the near future. She requested the I’residcnt to inform the 
House of his definite opinion in the light of Shri Ncliru’s assurances and her appeal, 

Beplying to Jawahartal’s statement and Shrimati Naidu’a appeal, Bkri 
Subha* Boae smd: 

"In the statement wliich I have just made before the House T tliought I 
made my position ^lerfcctly clear. I liavo notliing to add to wliat I liave stated 
therein. As to my attitude on tlio ijnestion of resignation, as I suhmitte*! at 
the very beginning, I submittal my resignation in an entirely heliiful spirit. If 
you ask roe here and now to give my final reply, as tbc IVesuient had asked 
me to do, 1 can say this that my fimti reply can only depend on tiic form of the 
resolution to be adopted by the A. I. O. C. At this stage I do not know what 
resolution will be adopted by the A. I. O. C. and until 1 know that, it is 
impossible lor me to give a final ro)>ly.” 

This reply was considered by tiie Chairwoman and Shri .Tawaharial as too 
vague. The latter therefore sought leave of the 1 louse to withdraw his licsolution. 
Permission was granted by tlie IJuusc and the i>roposiUon was withdrawn. 

Thereafter the Chairwoman jioinlrd to the House that as Shri S, C. Bose had 
refused to withdraw his resignation by rejecting Sltri Jawabarlol’s proposition the 
House should procecil to elect a new I’rcsidcnt. At tliis stiq^c a point of order 
was raised ^at the resignation of the I’rcsidcnt had not yet been accept^ by the 
house. Shrimati Naidu replied; “The I’rcsidcnt has tidd you that he has not 
light-heartedly tendered his resignation. The resignation stands there. The A. I. 
C. C. cannot bo witiioiit a President. Therefore you have got to elect a new 
President.” She then read out article X of the Congress ConstilnUon. However, 
at this stage Shri Niharendu Butt Mazumdar sought and obtained permission of 
the chair to move a resolution to the effect timt ui view of the assurances given 
by Pandit .Tawaharial Nehru and Shri Sorojini Naidu and in view of his 
condition of mind as evinced in bis statement tliis House requests the President 
to withdraw his resignation. Some spceoiics wore made for and against it. Shri 
8. O. Bose, however, requested the mover to withdraw the resolution which he did. 

Mrs. Naidu then ruled that the House do ]>rocccd with the olcctioii of the 
now President. Shri K. F. Nariman at this stage raised a iioint of order that as 
the President had been elected by the general body of the deli^atcs, the A. I. C. 0. 
was not competent to elect a new Pi'csiucnt. 

The point of order was replied to by Shri Bhulabhai Desai who read the pro¬ 
vision laid down in article X (viii), which says that “in the event of on emergency 
arising by reason of any cause such as death or resignation of the Ihcsideiit electod 
as above the General Secretary shall forthwith fix a dale for a fredi election by the 
delt^ates as prescribed above. In case such procedure is found not possible the All 
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lu^a Congress Committee shall doct the President” Ho added that if this was 
not 8ufflcicn|^ the House could also proceed to elect the President in terms of Art 
XII (b), whim says that “The A. I, C. C. shall carry out the prt^amme of work 
laid down by the Congress from session to session and deal with the new matters, 
that may arise during its term of office.” To prove that an emciwency existed 
8hri B. Desai pointed out that the Congress organisation at the time was 
without a President, the Working Committee or the General Secretary. 

When Shri Bhulabhai had finished, Shri Suhhaa Bone got up and said that it 
was not true to say that there was no acting General Secretary. There was the 
acting General Secretary, whom he had appoints and that the oflice machinery was 
competent to coll the meeting of all the delegates for the purpose of electing the 
new President. The Chair however ruled that there was no General Secretary in 
terms of the Congress Constitution, that un emergency exisicil and the House was 
competent to elect a new Ihresidcnt for tlic remaining portion of the year. 

Dr. Cheithram Oidwaiii t]iercu]>on moved that Bubii Btijendra Prasad be 
elected as President of the A. I. C. O. for the remaining iicriod of the year. Baba 
Mohanlal Stikmia seconded the llesolution. The Itesolution was voted upon and 
declared carried. 

Shri Rajendra Prasad then took the chair .and made tlic following speech 
amidst iuterrnptions made from a section of Bengali visitors. 

“Friends, 1 have been called n]K)a to discluvrgc the onerous duty of the President 
by the All Iiulia Congress Committee. During the past few days tliat we have 
been here we have been discussing and eonsiilcring the grave problem before ns 
and I have not felt happy at all at what has hap]Mucd. Considering the situation 
that confronts die country, the internal {Hisitioii of the Congress itself and various 
other factors which wc have to face, It is not a bod of roses on which yon, friends, 
have called on me to sit. I have rcaliseil more than anybody else the difficulties, 
the trials and tribulations which await anyone in these circumslances who is colled 
upon to hold the office of the President of Uio (JongresB, It lias, therefore, been not 
a pleasure to me to nci«pt your mnndnto. 

“Wc have appealed to Si. Suhhns Cluuidra Bose to eontinne to shoulder the 
burden of the oniee of the I’resident. 1 roquesicd and im))loicd him to form a 
Working Committee of hia own liking, < oni)oMd of p eojile who shnretl his views in 
entirety, and we were prei'arcd to go with him as far ns vossilde. T assured him 
further that if he did that, I would not htr myself— and if 1 may speak for othei's, 
they also would not stand in Ida way and tlierc would lie ahsolutely no obstruction. 
But unfortunately he could not see eye to <!ye with me and lie thoiiglil that in tho 
circumstances the beat course for him was to resign. 1 am really soitv for tluit. 
It ia with a sense of duty and doing my little ]>it for (he country that I am here 
to-day. I did not covet tho I’lcaidenlalnp, 

"Consulcring tho circnnistancca in which wc arc situated to-flny, T would im¬ 
plore you, all members of the A. I. C. t!.. to eoclend to me your indidgence and 
yonr good-will. It is difficult for any President to achieve anything without tiie 
help and co-operation of all. The diirumllies of the president under tho. situation 
like the ptrcsciit one have been donlileel. Witlioiit your co-operation, good-will and 
help it would be iinitossiblc for mo to do anything. When yon received tfie declaration 
of my election with cheers, tliat did not make me claw'd; on tlic other liand 1 was 
overwhelmed with a sense of rcsjmnsibilily. I hope tiiat the support of all members, 
whatever their views, whatever their (Ufl'erenees will bo given to mo. It is in Unit 
confidence and hope that I apiienl to you to give mo your help). 

“I see hero Uiat some friends arc disi'leaseil with wluit has happened. They 
have every right to l>e displeased, and I have no quarrel with them. I have been 
called to this onerous piosition by the AH India Congress Committee. If at any 
moment I fed that I am not wanlcii or there is any indication of yonr wish that 

I should not be in this post, 1 shall olicy yon, as I am obeying you now when you 

have called me to this office. I have also said that it would be my duty to 
give effect to Uic resolutions which have iainn passed by tho Congress 

to the best of my ability, and 1 think it is also tlie duty of every member 

and I have not the least doubt that they will discharge their duty as well. 
We do not have to lay down any new policy just at the jtresent moment. The 
policy is there. It Las been laid down by the (’ongress. Wc have (o devise ways 
and means for giving effect to it, and J am hoi'ing that in devising ways and 
means we diall be all united and wo shall Imvc co-oj cration amongst each olhcr. 

The meeting was adjonrned for the day. 
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The third sitting of the A. I. C, O. was held on the 1st. May, with Babu 
Rajendra Prasad in the Cliair. Ojiening the jwocecdings linbu lUjcndra l^rasad addres¬ 
sed tile House and observed that before the Imsincss of the day started he wanted to 
make certain observations. Yestefilaj; he explained to tiicm the circumstances nnd^ 
which he had to accept the rcs]'onsibility and also made it clear tisat the moment 
they disapproved lie would vacate, lie regretteil tiiat Subhas Babu did not find 
it possible to withdraw ids resignation. But since it has hap)H.'uc<l there was no 
use lamenting it. He wanted to congratulate Pjt. Bose for the sincerity with which 
he tried tojind out a solution of tiic present tangle. 

In the lives of such individuals such occasions dwl occur and they had to 
be fwed. _ Ho derived greal satisfaction from the fact that Shri Bose han promised 
to give bis fullest support. He, ou his part, would try his best to utilize Bubhas 
Babu’s services and his talents for tiie good of the country. He added that after 
a great deid of deliberation, he had come to the decision that the old Working 
Committee should continue. It was, however, rcgTellable timt Shri Bose did not see 
his way to serve on tiio Committee. l*t. Ndirn also had declined, but, at the same 
time, he too had given an assurance of his fullest sin^rt and he in return assured 
l*t. Nehru that lie (Shri llajcndra Prasad) would avail of every opportunity of uti¬ 
lizing Pt. Neliru’s services and give <luc weight to his suggestions. Jtlo then referred 
to tiio change made in the Working Committee, that is, tiie inclusion of I)r. B. C, 
Boy and Dr. Profulla Chandra_ Ohosh. He added tliat the remaining one seat will 
be filled later. Continuing ho said tliat tiie A. 1, C. C. was meeting under difiicult 
circumstances pd therrforo he suggested that after finssing a few resolutions of a 
non-contTOvoraial nature the CommUt^ shoulil adjourn so that the Working Committee 
might have time to consider the situation and chalk out ^o future programme. He 
also smd that the next meeting of the A. I. C. C. would be held in about a month’s 
time to afford the House opportunity to give its decision on important iseucs. 

Beviewing the resolutions to bo placol before the meeting, he said that one of 
them was about tiie war. It was true that tiie Tripiiri Congress passed a resolution on 
this subject but as the matter was very imiiortant it was neccssm'v that the attitude 
of the Congress should bo reiterated. The recent changes made in the (lovernment 
of India Act also indicated that the question had bn-omc very important and its 
consideration could not bo postixnicd. Other questions wore those relating to ^o 
organisational aspect of tiie Congress and matters which tiie African dclt^ation had 
represented. These were some of the roaUers which the A. I. C. 0. bad to consider 
before it adjourned. 

Personnel ot the Wm-king Committee 

The President then announced the following iiersounel of the new Working 
Committee 

Maulana Abul Kalam Asad, Shrimati Snrojini Naidu, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, Khan Abdul Ohaffar Khan, Seth Jamnulul Bajuj (Treasurer), Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitaranayya, Shris Jaiiamdas Doulatram, J. B. Kripatani (Oenural Secretary), 
Bhulabhai, J. Desai, Shankerrao l)eo, Harekrishna Mehtab, l»r. B, C, Roy, Hr, 
Profulla Chandra Ghosh, 

A Protest 

After the President had finished, Shri K. F. Nariman sought and obtained the 
pormission of the Chair to rca<l out to the I louse a jirotcst from some 28 members 
of the A. I. 0. O. against the alleged illegality of the A, I. C. 0. proceedings in 
connection with the election of the now President. 

Resolutions 

Tlio following resolutions recommended by the Working Committee were then 
passed:— 


Condolence 

^is^m:^tt^ places on record its deep sense of loss at the death of Syts, 
Birendra Chandra Ma/umdar M. L, A, and Mnnoranjan Banerji, two veteran Congress 
workers and others as a result of the railway disastei' at Majuia. 

2. War Danger and Amendment ol The India Act 
In view of the imminent danger of international war, the A. I. 0. G. reminds 
the country and all others concerned of the national policy in regard to war which 
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Oongrm has often proclaimed. This policy will be stoictly adhered to and the 
Congress is determined to oppose all attempts to impose a war on Indian r^oroes 
in a war without the consent of the Indian people. 

The Committee has noted with disapproval the desjmteh of a small body of 
Indian troops towards Aden as this can only mean their employment for Brmi^ 
imperialist purposes. 

. _ Ihe ^mmittee, in particular, records its complete disapproval of the attempt 
being made by the British Qovernment to amend the Government of India Act with 
a view to concentratiug all power, in the event of a war emergency, in the hands 
of the Central Government which functions completely as an agent of British 
In^rialism. While the Congress is not interested as a rale in amendmenta to too 
India Act and has worked for the whole Act to be ended, it cannot tolerate an 
amendment which strikes at the very basis of Provincial Autonomy and reduce it 
to a farce in case of war; which in effect creates a war dictatorship of the Central 
wvernment m India, and which makes Provincial Governments hdpl^ agents of 
Imperialism. Any attempt to impose such an amendment on India must and will 
be rcststra in every way open to toe Congress. Provincial Governments are warned 
to bo rea^ to carry out the policy in this respect as may be determined by toe 
A, I. O. C. or the Working Committee as toe case may be. 

S. Iteform in the Congress Maehinery 

In pursuance of the resolution poss^ at the Tripuri Session of the Congress 
n^rding reform in too Congress machinery the A. 1. C. C. appoints a Committee 
consistiug of the President, Shris Jawaluirlal Nehru, B, Pattabhi Sitaramavya, 
Narcndra Deo and J. B. Kripalani to recommend measures for toe purification m 
toe Congress in terms of the Congress ItesoluUon. 

4. Bengal PoUUeal Prisoners 

TMs meeting of the A. I. 0. C. while appreciating toe strenuous effbrts 
made by Mahatma Gandhi to secure the release of politico prisoners in B^gal, 
notes with iwret the failure of the negotiadons between Gandhiii mid toe Una 
Ministry on the matter. ^ 

The time during which Gandhlji expected to secure toe release of all political 
prtoners is over. In view of the stiff and callous attitude of toe Bengal Ministry 
and toe policy adopted by it, too reloaso of the long-term prisoners has bwome 
almost a hopeless question. 

In too opinion of the A. I. C. 0. toere is no longer any justification to 
detain the prisoners in jail who have been convicted during an emergency period 
mostly nndor special powers and especially so, when the prisoners have oumily 
expressed their aversion to terrorism. 

This meeting of tlic A. I. O. C. therefore, resolves to make the rdease 
of toese prisoners a vital all India issue and instructs the Working Committee to 
fix all India Political Prisoners Day and to direct toe Congress Committee to 
begin a vigorous agitation for the immeditate unconditional release of political 
prisoners. Similarly an agitation should be carried on regarding release politibal 
prisoners in the Punjab also. 

5. Kenya Highlands 

Tlie All India Congress Committeo notes with mve concern toe promulgation 
of an Order-in-Council rq.’;ar<ling reservation of highlands in Kenya for Europeans 
which is a violation of all annonnconionts and assurances by toe Secretary of State 
for colonies and the Government of India, and perpetuates the policy of racial 
discrimination and is on insult to India. 

The All India Congress Committee also pl.accs on record its opinion that 
the Goverameut of India have huied to do their duty by too Indians in Kenya 
The Ail India Congress Committee is ftu’tocr of opinion that situation in Kenya 
cannot be met by efforts on the part of the Governmeut of India and requests 
toe Working Committee to take necessary stops in this behalf. 

NOTES (1) The Rajkot Tangle 

The last issue of our bulletin recored the circumstances in which Gandhiji 
broke his Kajkot fast. As soon as he had snOiciently recovered he procro^ to 
IMhi to discuss matters with toe Viceroy. There were several prolonged conversa- 
toms. The Bajkot dispute was referred to Sir Maurice Gwyer lor aroitration and 
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terms of reference settled in consultation vith 8hris V. Patel and Virvala. After 
an exhaustive examination of the dispute, Sir Maurice Gwyer announced his 
award. He upheld in its eaUrotv the interpretation of Shri YMlabhbhai Patel of 
rile Bajkot Durlmr notification NO. 50 dated December the 26th, 1^ and tiie 
note sent by His Highness the Thakore Sahib to Sardar Patel on the same 
date. Sir Maurice adjudged that the true construction of each document is that 
the Thakore Sahib untfertakcs to appoint the persons whom Mr. V. Patd may 
recommend and that he does not reserve to himself any discmtion to reject tiu»e 
whom he does not approve. The award having been announced it now remained 
for the Thakore Sahib to implement it. After the announcement of the award 
GandMji had a fresh scries of conversations with the Viceroy. He ttim pro«^ed 
back to Bajkot to see that the award was implemented and obstacles artificial or 
otherwise removed. It may be remembered in this connection ^t before the 
reference of the dispute to the Chief Justice, the Thakcre Sahib hoi, for r^tsons 
into which we need not go here, given promise of reservation of seats on the 
Committee for the Muslima and Bhayats of the State. Neither the notification 
nor the award of Sir Maurice provided for separate rwresentation of 
interests. However, a furious agitation at the instance of the authorities, for 
communal and sectional representation on the Committee, was starts and tiiis 
created an atmosphere in which the smooth working out of the Durbar’s notification 
in terms of Sir Maurice award wtw well nigh impossible. Gandhiji therdore 
made an attempt to redeem in some form the promise given by the Thakore 
Sshib to the spokesmen of the Muslims and Bhayats, consistently wi& ^e purpose 
for which ho hod fasted. Ho suggested to the Thakore Stdub the enlargement 
of the Committee in order to make possible separate representations erf these 
special interests, care being taken that a majority, be it a majority of one only, 
is preserved for the Parished which alone had fought and straggled for the rights 
of the people. 

The proposal was, tumrf down by the Thakore Sahib as being inconsistent 
with the award. Gandhiji replied that with mutual agreement such modifications 
of the notification were possible and that the award did not at all stand in the 
way. When this obvious way out was barred by the unreasonable attitude of the 
Thakore Sahib and his adviser, Gandhiji had to apply his mind to exploring other 
avenues. He had prolonged and strenuous consultations with the representatives 
of the Muslims and Bhayats for evolving a mutually acceptable formula. Gandhiji 
put it to them that they could bo Sardm’s nomiueos on the Committee if they 
agreed to work with the Parished nominees as a team *, otherwise if &ey disagreed 
in vital matters and the communal representatives sided with the official block on 
the Committee tiie very purpose of the Committee would be frustrated and the 
grim and protracted struggle which the Parished had gone through would be 
self-stultified. An alternative position for them was to press thrir communal and 
sectional claims and leave the essential task of constitution making to the 
Parii^ed representatives. Neither of these alternatives however proved 
to tiie Muslims and Bhayats and they elected to keep out of the 

Committee. The n^otiations having fallen through Gandhiji had no ootion 1^ 
but to send the names of seven PariAed nominees of Bardar V. Patd to the 
Thakore Sahib. He also requested that the labour of the Committee be finiahf»t 
by some spedfled time. Shri Virwala replied asking for proofs that the six 
nominees were the subjects of the State. The reply gave a deep shock to 
Gandhiji. If this was tiie spint in which the Gwyer award was going to be, 
implemented tiiere would be no end to obstructions and ddays. 

Of the seven names proposed for the Committee three were accepted by 
the State itsdf for the Beform Committee announced by it in January. There 
could b^ on the face of it, no possibility of any doubt as to their being 
State subjects. Then agmn the State owed it to itself and the public th^ B 
should give some idea of the objwtion it had to the Sardar’s reprwentatives 
bring considered as State subjects. Nothing of the kind was done. Oan^hij i 
however sent tiie required proofs. But all this left a bad tMte in the mouth. 
Why tills wilful obstructiveness on the part of the Thakore ^ib and his 
adviser Shri Virawria mid this distressing lack of grace in fulfilling thrir 
part of tim solemn contract. 

Gandhiji met agmn the President and explained to him the implications and 
consequences of the way the affairs of the Beform Committee were handled 
by the State authorities. Six Gibson advised Gandhiji to see Darbar Virawala. 
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This he did. 'I'hcre was a lonp; convcratiUoti between tlie two ia which Oondhiii 
cxidaincd the iwsition of affairs as ho saw it and heard Darbar Virawala’s 

reactions to it. (jandhiji exididiied tliat it was easy for him to invoke ^o 

assisUuK-e of the raramouiit iWer and rwt an end to all vexatious delays 
but this ho was extremely averse to do. Ho desired Yirawala’s willing and 
hearty cooi)erution. If the Iteform Committee was suc^ a disagreeable imposition, 
Gandhiji made to him what he termed a sporting offer. He said he wonlu 
forego the Iteform Committee and allow the Thakoro Sahib to rmpoint a Com- 
mitt^ of his own noniinc.'cs and draft a constitution. If the Sardar or the 
Parished was not satisfied with the draftoi constitution, they would submit 
amendments which if not acceptable to the State autliorities could be referred 
to Sir Maurice Gwycr for arbitration in terms of the notification. Darbar 
Virawala rcicctcd Gaudhiji’s offer. Gandhiji found himself in an extremdy 
delicate and embarrassing iKisiUoii as every rettsonalde i)ro]x>sal of his was 
vetoed by Darbar Virawala. As is his way he did not want to coerce but 

win Virawala by persuasion. As a final gesture he told him that ho (Gandliiji) 

would withdraw from the scene of conflict and leave Virawala complete 
freedom to pursue his ways and satisfy tl»o people. If Virawala could win 
the )>eoi>le’s cunfidcuce and give them a workable constitution none would be 
more happy tlian he. To further facilitate an agreed solution of the tangle he 
advised the Farislud to pitch tlieir demands as low as would be consistent 
with their retd and pressing wants. 

'Jlda put the Prince and his adviser on tlieir honour. If they were genuine 
in their desire to pliicate tlieir taoplc, no better opixirtauity could have 
presented itself to them. Hut nn such desire was visible. The scheme of 
reforms they have proposed rctiuns the substance of ixiwer in their hands. 
Negotiations were started for reasonablo alterations in tlie sehemo but they 
have fallen through. The prospect in Rajkot is therefore dork indeed. Qaudhijiw 
reiutervention is sought by tlie people, lie is proceeding again to Rajkot. 

It may be noted here that in die course of the negotiations the Bhayats 
accused Gandhiji of breach of promise. Thu Blmyats held that Gandhiji in 
his letter to tiicm of March 11 gave a definite and unconditional promise that 
a representative of tlie Bhayats would bo taken on the Reform Committee. 
Gandhiji asserted that his letter was being misuonstrued and that be gave no 
luiconditiotial promise. The Bhayats however i>ursistcd in tlieir charge of 
breach of faith on the ]iart of (huididji and niiulc other unseemly attacks. 
This charge of brerich of faith grieved (.bandhiji deeply. 

'llic Blmyats however kept up this agitation and insisted upon getting 
the iiitenirctatioii (>f the Icttei' from Bir Maurice. Gandliiji did nut want to 
trouble Bir Maurice and would have preferred the matter being placed before a 
iudge of the Bombay High Court. He however had no ubjccliou if Bir 
Maurice took up the matter. 

(2) Anti War Bay 

In response to the appeal of I’rcsidcut Subhaa Chandra Bose, the Congress 
observed 23rd April as anti-War Day. Meetings were held in the evening in 
important towns and cities at which resolutions were passed condemuiug the 
Amending Bill reciMitly inlroducccl in the British Parliament emjiowering the 
Central Government to dejuivo tlie Provincial Governments of their normal 
liowers in tlie event of war cinergency arising at any time. The resolutions 
also made clear beyond doubt India’s uctcnuiimlion to non-violcntly resist any 
attempt U) involvt! India in such a war or to exploit India’s man-ixiweE or 
natural resources for war-purposes. 

(3) The National Week 

The National week was observed throughout the country from April 6 to 
13. Meetings, fio^ lioisting curciuunics, side and hawking of Khadi formed as 
usual the |>rincipal features of the ccldirulious. April 13th was observed as 
the Jullianwalla Bagli Day, a day rcniindiug us alike of the shame of our 
servitude and our uctcimiimliou to count no sacrifice as too great for ending it. 
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THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

BombBy—24tli, Jane to 27th. Jane 1939 

A meeting of the All India Congress Committee was held at Bombay on 
June 24, 25, 26 and 27 in a spceial pandal erected for the pur|)Ose. Baba 
Hajendra Prasad presided. Before commencing the proceedings of the meeting. Baba 
Rajendra Prasad made the following statement on behalf of the Working Committee. 

President's Statement 

The Working Committee have been entrusted with the task of guiding the 
Congress organisation and the country at a time of pecnliar difficulty, when the 
international situation is continually on the verge of crisis and many of our 
national problems have also reached a grave and critical stage. The responsibility 
which the Committee have to shoulder is thus heavy, and recent events, and the 
circumstances under which tlio Committee came into existence, odd to that resixtnsi- 
bility. The crises that overhang the world and India demand from us unity of 
action, the sinking of petty difi'eicnccs, tlie co-operation of all those who care for 
the independence of India, and the maintenance of the Congress as a strong and 
disciplinod organisation. At such a time the Executive of the Congress can only 
function clfecttvcly and advance the cause of Indian freedom, if it has the full 
confidence of the All India Congress Committee and tlic good-will of Congressmen 
and the country. It is the earnest desire of the Working Committee to have that 
confidence and goodwill and to serve tlie c.ountry by preparing it for the great 
struggles that loom ahead. Unfortunately fonxss of di8int<^ratiun are at work in 
the country tmd in the Congress and domestic faction and internal conflict absorb 
much of our attention and weaken our movement. In this hour of threatening peril, 
it is_ the duty of all those who care for a free and unitcrl India to combat these forces 
of disruption and endeavour to put an end to internal conflict, so tiiat all the vital 
elements in the Congress and the country might pull together for the common good. 
It is with tWs object in view that the Working Committee approach their task 
and they claim the willing co-oiterntion of aii Congressmen in it. 

The da^er of world war is ever present and it might materialise in the course 
of months. This would be a disaster to the world, but if unfortunately war comes, 
attempts are likely to bo made to involve India in it. Already the British Govern¬ 
ment have taken some stops to this end in India, and the proiiosed amendment of 
the Government of India Act prepares the ground for further action by concentrating 
all power, in the event of war, in the hands of tlie Central Government. This 
(^vemmont is only an agent of the British Government and is in no way respon¬ 
sible to the people of India. Such a war will thus be of vital concern to India and 
there is grave danger of our_ being c.\p1oited for imperialist purposes. We must 
therefore be rca^ to meet tliis crisis and to resist all attempts to drag us into war, 
and thus give cfiect to the oft-dcclorcd itoliey of tlie Congress. 

But apart form internationai happenings, Bie national problems that we have to 
face arc of the gravest iminirt, and the position of onr countryman overseas is 
rapidly becoming intolerable. In Burma, they have sulfcrcd already greatly; in 
Ceylon steps are being taken wliicli will «lo Iiijnstice and injury to tliousanas of 
Indians; in Uie Belgian Congo In<lian merchants are licing harassed and persecuted; 
in East Africa the policy of discriminating against our eoiiutrymen, to their 
grave disadvantage, continues to be piirsual. In Houth Africa the Government 
of the Union arc deliberately committing a lircnch of solemn agret^roents and 
endeavouring to humiliate our neoide by scgr( 9 !,'titing tJicm, and a situation whl^ 
may lead to passive resistance by our countrymen there is devcloiung. 

In Indian Btates there has been a marked dctcriorntion of tlie situation 
and many of ^o Rulers or their advisers have luirsucd a policy of intensive 
repression and, in some cases, of unabashed gangsterism against their people. In Orissa 
and Kathiawar and elsewhere tragedies and inhumanities have o<!Curred, in which 
many persons have been done to death and thousands have liecome refugees and 
homdcBS wanderers. The Working Committee realise fully that the struggle in the 
States is a vital part of the larger struggle for Indian freedom and cannot lie dis¬ 
sociated from it. The Commillec are guided by the resolution of the Tripuri Con¬ 
gress and will SMk to give effect to it iii so far ns they can. But the Committee are 
convinced that the burden of the struggle must inevitably fall on the people of the 
States and they cannot advance without developing solf-rdianco and strengm. 



iwiscniniivefl of tJio UritiBJi lioviriiioem, iiw |>nruiiioiiin, uao ... 

mes Ihniwii Uio weighf. of its inlliiciii-(: on ilui .‘•iilc of the iniBgovernmciit of the 
ilera aii'l has itself taken )iii.rt in tlie ro|ir<<Hau.ii of the )>cople. This policy of tiio 
•rit.isli Ooverninont IijU'(iemoiistnitiHl still fnrll er the dani^ers in the schemed 
■'edwation whudi the t!oiij;reM8 has .•oui|)l'ticly rejoc.tcd. Although Fctlcration is 
ot a live issiic at j resent, it is imssilde tlial altocpis might still be made to impose 
■ on [inlia. Such an iuiiiosilioii, if it c>mi.s», .mist be combated and the country 
reiiarcsl for it. 

The Kcncral policy of the British (lovcrnnic it in India continues to flout 
ndian opiniou ainl to f'lrther llriiisli inter-sis at tlic expense of the jieasant 

lul of Indian industry. As a recent instance if this may be mentioned the 

in|iosition of the Iinlo-Britisli pia.-t in ilu; fma; ol an overwhelming vote of the 
'entral T.igishitnrc against it. 

Ooiiditions ill (ndin have reuclus! a sia.ic i.f stnlcmatc which is detrimental 
0 the iirogtess of the country, and deterior.i'.ion is inevitable unless a rapid 

ab'nnec is made. AVe cannot nicrt'ly wait lor I .c British (lovernment to im)) 08 e 
■'edcration, so that we might l oiuliai. ii. ai.d lln-i hy seek to reach our objective. It 

s iKHicBsary for ns to devise means to d<. so :i|i .n. froni any action taken by tlie 

ikitish (lovcriiniciit. la the opinion o.'f to \'orlting (Committee the situation 
11 Uie World and ii Inilia nrgcutly dcniand-i, .n ihe intci-esis of our people as well 
IS freedom, that Indian independence 1 c. remigiii::,' I and steps be taken to cBtabUsh it. 

The Provincial (lovcrments have tO'ihy to ince many scrions problems which 
retinirc for their so niion the niiiiisl Kltciuii. n >1 wisdom of all of ns. In some 
provinws comiiiunalisiu and seetariani nu have increased and have resulted in riots 
and bloiKlshcd, and in iiiloleiance and iiitUinnsi. >f feeling. The. Working Committee 
havo iuii'oil this d( tcrica'ation with tlimress foi licy realise that such coiifiiets and 
ilivisions are barriers (o all progiess. '.I’Jiey arc ncenly uii.vionB to do all in their 
jiower, ill co-o|icrat,on widi Coiigicssnien and lOl others, to root out the causes of 
communal disliarmany. 

There aril thus all those and many ol.icr v Val problems which face the coun* 
try, and it is i lcar tliut the l,'ongrcs.'ici,n only tackle them cUbetivcly if its own house 
is in order. At prcseiil. tlicrc is uiiiliict wiiliiii tJic tJongress which disables 
ns and the ctowUi in the v^yei of tlie t’oiigrcss has led to undesirable 
praetiiies and imi entry of many fii tiiiniis uuin-: in our rolls, which weaken the 
orgaiiisiilioii. Even within tho orgaiiiaaiioi J'sinplivc and nnli-Congicss elements 
have fiminl place. The lirst. and piohI urgent [ 'oblcm for the Congress is therefore 
to purify the organisatiou and make it a din ipli ud and enective instrument of tho 
iKuple's will. Tlic Coiigrcss has Ixi'ii Imilt ni. as a lighting organisation and it 
1ms fuiiclioiHsl ns sticli on rnany occaiinns in ili • slnigglc for India’s fre^om. Tho 
ful.iirc has greater struggles for ns, iii,d if we a low tlie organisation to weaken or 
to lose itscli ia iietty lactioii, we would tie iinv.i .ihy of the trust imposed on us. 

With the objisit of (ighfoning iii tlie ikmg css organisation attempts have been 
made to amend (ho C-jnstitiition, 'I ac Tripni. (’ongress gave Bvecial autliorily to 
tbo A. 1. 0. (h for this puriiose and ria oninn noatioiis to this cnect will be consi- 
dereil by the A. I. 0. C. It is clear, Imwcvcr, liat the olijeiit aimed at cannot bo 
achievisi by lucchiinicai means oiilj ; it ic«| lirei an enriicst and joint endeavour by 
all tkmgwssmcn. TJie Working (siinmilb.'i tin .t. that it will be in this spirit tliat 
all the numbers of lh< A. 1. O. t). will roisidu- this (piestion. 

Among the rccouimciulalions n ade by i n tlonslitution Bub-Committee was 
tbc luliliiion of some w'ords to Arliele V I, ) (.f ibo Constitution so that the rule 
applying to communal orgmiisatioii might a!s.i ssi aptdied to other anti-national or- 
giinisaliijns Tlic Working ('omiiiiite.! ap:ri sl wiih this recommendation and indeed, 
as wordwl, it ennrot lie objwicd to. It is die. inherent right of an organisation to 
protect itself in this way against rival organi .aiioii and disruptive forces. Never¬ 
theless the Committee liavo ilccidcd not to ,>rcis for this change before riie A. I. C. C. 
'J’liey liave eomc to ibis decision as it is the r desire to avoid, as far as possililc, 
any misapprehension in tbc minds of mcmlierK • f the A. I. C. C. and others so that 
tim changes in the ConsiiCution luiglu l>c •■< usidcred and passed in a spirit of 
goodwill. 

It appeared to the Working CnmmiUce that there was a fear in tlie minds 
of some Congressmen that the jiroposed change n Artielo (c) was intendoi to be 
used to penalise opinions or to suiipress irganisutions. 'ihis fear was entirely 
nujnsriiicd. Tho Congress sUuid.s for fneuom o. opiniou and the right to express 



oy uiiuiAcr organissiuon it is improper for the same iicrson to be a member of 
tlie cxixsutives of both the oixiinisatioiis. Tliis jirorliR'es not only conilict between 
the organisations but eouUniioiis internal conflict within them. It was with a 
view to avoiil this ami thus to have greater hariiiony even between the organisations 
that tlie amendment to Article V (e) was suggested. Hut in view of the suspicions 
that some raembors have, the Working Oommit:ee liave decided not to press for 
the eliange in the A. 1. C. 0. 'I'licy desire that the Constitution, as amended, 
should be worked with the goodwill and co- 0 }>cration of all couccrneil. 

It is clear, however, tliat the dillicultics tliat confront us torlny must be met 
and overcome it we are to function cIRictively. Kvery member of the Congress 
must realise Uiat by saying or doing anything to bring the Congress into disrepute 
or to wt»kcn its prestige and inlliicnce, he is doing injury to the national cause. 
Ko organisation can approve of sucli aelivitus on the part of any of its members. 
There luve been in Uie past many instan<;cs wlicrc Congressmen, and even those 
occupying prominent ]>ositioiia in the organisation, have not hesitated to speak or 
act in a manner whi(di is contrary to all discipline and which has injured tlie 
great organisation itself of which they claim to be loyal members. If such 
indiscipline and disruptive tciuluiicics (amtiiinc, the Congress will inevitably bo 
reduccMl to iraiioience. Tliey liavc to jic cliecked. The surest way of checking 
^ein is for cnc'h Congressman to rcidisc his responsibility and lo apprcciafc that 
in these days of dilKculty he miist on no account encourage disruption within the 
Congress. In the event of imlividtiat Congressman deliberately discrediting the 
Congress and promoting indiscipline, it becomes inevilablc for disciplinary action 
to be takcu against him in the interests of the organisation and tlie cause. 

The Working Committee earnestly trust that every Congressman will give 
his co-oiicration in solving the great problem btiforc Uie country and in making 
the Congress a fit instrument for the service of tlic nation. They hope that a 
joint cndoavonr will bo mode to Imcn the spirit of fimtion within the Congress 
and ill the country, so that in the trials to come the Congress may bo fidly 
prepared to carry India’s cause to a successful conclusion. 

Resolutions 

Thi! following resolutions recommended by the Working Committee were 
passed with slight verbal changes 

1. Condolenco 

Committee has learnt widi regret of the sudden death, in the prime of 
his life, of Dr, Alimcliand Udhoram, Congress worker since Uie non-co-oi>crution 
days. The Committee conveys its sincere eoiulolciiccs to the family of tlio doucas^ 
in their borcavemeut, 

2. Indians in Ceylon 

India Congress Cominiltcc views with grave concern the measures 
proposal by the Ceylon (lovcriiincnt with reference to thoir riulian cmiiloyecs and 
holies Uiat it may be possible to iiiid a way to avoid the most iinitcsirablo and 
grave conflict that, as a result of Uicsc mciisnres, is thrculcnal between such near 
and ancient neighbours as India and Ceylon. 

The Committee cannot ooiilemplatc without much conoern a quarrel between 
the two countries which arc sepiiratal by only a strip of water but which have a 
common culture and which have been intimately conncclod from times immemorial. 
The Ooinmittco desires to explore every moans of avoiding conflict and, theveforo, 
appoints I’andit Jawoliarlal Nclirii to go to Ceylon and confer witli the authorities 
and representative associations and indiviiUials on behalf of the Working Committee 
and do all that may bo iiossible to cll'ect a just aud hoiiourablo settlement. 

3. lodiaiis la South Africa 

The A. I. 0. C. regrets the attiluilc of tlie Union Government towards Indian 
settlers. It betrays utter disregard of the obligations undertaken by the praleccssors 
of the present Oovernment. The iwlicy just initiatal by them is in dirait breach 
of toe bmiits-Gandhi Agrocraent of lifl-t, toe Oaiietoivn Agreement of 1927, the 
jeetoam Commission of 1932 and tlio suhscqiicut uiidortakings on bdnilf of the 
Union ((ovcriiment. aho A. 1. 0. O. notes wiUi pride and satisfaction the Arm 
®Uuid tiilicu u|) by tlio liuliaas of bouCh Afrb’xu They will have the fiytnpathy of 
the wliolis Inditui nation behind tliciii in their for Helf-renpect and honourable 
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cxiHtcncc. TIic A. I, 0. G. tiuBts that there will be no dissenaionfl among them 
and that they will present a united front. The A. L C. O. appeals to Ae Union 
Government to retraec U»eir stejis and carry out tlie promises oi their predecessors to 
ado|>t a policy of progressive amelioration in the status of the Indian Nationals 
in iiuuth Africa 8U ^icr cent of whom are bom and bred in that sub-continent 
and to whom 8outh Africa is their only home. 

4. Constitatlenal Amendments 

8hri J. B. Kripalani moved the ‘Constitutional Amendments’ as proposed by 
the institution Sub-Committee together with the amendments suggested by the 
Working Committee. Numerous amendments were moved to tiie proposed amend¬ 
ments. A few were acceptol and the rest rejected. Bhri Bhulahhai Besai moved 
the new Article XI. A series of amendments were moved to this. They were all 
rejected by the House and the Article XI ns protKised by tlio mover was adopted in 
its entirety. Tlic new Constitution as amended at Hombay is printed sejinrately (p. 358). 

6. Satyagraha in Provicees 

This meeting of the A. I. C. C. resolves that no Congressman m.ay offer or 
organize any form of Satyagraha in the Administrative I’roviuccs of Inilia without 
the previous sanction of the Trovincial Congress Committee concerned. 

6. Congress Ministries and the P. C. Cs 

The Working Committee has repeatedly laid stress on the desirability of co¬ 
operation between the ministry, the Congress party and the F. C. C. Without such 
co-opemtioii misunderstandings are likely to arise witli the result that the influence 
of the Congress will suffer. In administrative matters the F. C. C. should not 
intcifcro with the discretion of the ministry but it is always open to the executive of 
the F. G. G. to draw the attention of the Coveriiment privately to any particular 
abuse or difficulty. In matters of policy if there is a difference between the ministry 
and the P. C. 0. references should lie made to the Parliamentary 8ub-Committeo, 
Public discussion in such matters should be avoided. 

Non-Offlclal Resotatlons 

The A. I. C. C. office received notice of over 175 Non-oflioial Besolntions to be 
moved at the Fombay meeting of the A, I. 0. C. The resolutions were arranged 
according to ballot. 

The President received three requisitions signed by several members of the 
A. I. C. C. rctpicstiiig that priority bo given to non-oflicial resolutions on (1) Digboi 
Strike, (2) War-liesisfance, (3) Uncniploj'mcnt which stood at No. 48, No. 24 and 
No. 89 respectively in fho ballot. The President observcil that if he acceded to the 
requests made, the system of ballot would lie reduced to a nullity. Fdore however 
giving a ruling, ho wanted the House to dismiss tlic matter. Bhri Satyamurti and a 
few others quoted Ihe practice of the Central Legislature ns well as of provincitd 
legislatures, where the order of the ballot was striiitly adhered to and no majority 
vole was allowed to up-set it. Some urgcil for upsetting the ballot for giving priority 
to vital matters in case a majority in tiic House agreeil to it. The President obsM- 
ved that the ballot was the fairest sysfem and to npset it by a majority vote was to 
do wrong to minoriiics. He would however on the present occasion give priority to 
a non-omcial resolution which had behind it tlic unanimous or almost unanimous 
support of the House. At the same time he made it clear that this ruling of his 
was in no way binding on future Presidents. 

The House hai ing unanimously agreed to 'Diglioi Btriko’ being given priority. 
Dr. B, C. Soy movdi Ihe following resolution as recommended by the Working 
Committee in place of the non-otlicinl resolution of which notice had been given. 
The resolution was jiasscd unanimously. 

Digboi Strike 

This Committee views with grave concern the prolonged strike at Digboi and 
expresses its sympathy with tlic strikers in their distress. The Committee n^rcta 
Umt ihe Assam Oil (^mpany has not seen ils way to accimt the modest suggestion 
of refermg the question of the nietliod and time of rc-employmeiit of Ihe strikers to 
a conciliation Boiard to be appointed by the Government of Assam. 

In the 0 ]>iDion of tliis Committee no cor)>t>t‘ntion, however big and influential it 
may be, con be above public criticism or Government supervision and legitimate 
control. Moreover, as was declared at tlic Karachi session, the Congress policy is 
that there should be State owucrshi]i or control of key industries. The oil mdustry 
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is undoubtedly a vital key industry. This Committee therefore hopes that better 
eounsels will prevail with the Company aud that its directors will accept the modest 
suggestion made on bdudf of the Committee l>y the President of the Congress. If 
however the directors do not see their way to clo so. the Committee advises the 
Assam Government forthwith to undertake I^islation for making the acceptance of 
the decisions of Conciliation Boards obligatory and further to give notice to tlie 
Company that the Committee may reluctantly he obliged to take such steps as may 
be neccssn^ to stop ^ renewal of the lease to the Company on its termination. At 
the same time that this Committee urges tite Osmpany to in with the just sug¬ 
gestion made ^ the Committee it holies that the labour Union will be ready to 
listen to the Committee’s advice and if they were to retain Congress and public 
sympathy they will be ready and willing to abide by the advice that may be tendered 
to them hy the Committee. 

Separation of Andhra 

“Separation of Andhra” was the first non-official resolution to come up for 
consideration before the A. I. C. C. The nine resolutions preceding if^ were loft out 
by reason of their being mtlier covered by the official resolutions or owing to the 
absence of those who had given notice of them. Tltc Resolution read as follows; 

"The All India Congress Committee is strongly of opinion that immediate steps 
should Im taken for the formation of a setmratc Andhra province.” 

The resolution was passed by a majority vote. 


Constitution of the National Congress 

{As amended by the Bombay Meeting of the A, /. C. C, June, 1939), 

Article /—Objeet 

The object of the Indian National Congress is the attainment by tire people of 
India Puma Swaraj (Complete Independence) by all logitimato and pcsccful means, 

Article //—ConstUnents 

The Indian National Congress will comprise 

(1) Primary members enrolled under Article III; 

(2) Village, Ward, Town, Talnka, Thaua, Mandal, Tahsil, Subdivision, District, 
or other local Committees; 

(31 Provincial Congress Committees; 

(4) Annual Session of the Congress; 

(5) All India Congress Committee; 

(6) Working Committee; and may eompriso (a) committees or associations 
directly organised by the All India Congress Committee or the Working Committee 
and (6) committees organised by any nrovincial Congress Committee in accordance 
with the rules framed by it in that bcmalf and approved by the Working Committee. 

Article ///—MembertUp 

(а) Any person of the age of 18 years and over who believes in Article I 
shall, on making a written declaration to that efiect attested by a witness and 
presenting an application in Form A annexed hereto and on payment of four 
annas, become a primary member of the Congress and bo entitled to be placed on 
^e register of Congress members kept at any office duly authorised in that behalf 
within the district m which he ordinarily resides or carries on business: 

Provided that no person shall be a primary member of more than one 
committee at the same time. 

(б) The application shall bo handed in personally or sent by post or 
messenger. 

(c) It shall state the full name, father’s name, or in case of a married 
woman husband’s name, age, sex and occupation of the applicant, as also the 
vill^, the Taluka, the district and the province in which he ordinarily resides or 
carries on business. 

(d) The ofiicial recriving the application shall note on it the date of reedpt, 
serial number and such other particular as may be prescribed and shall send it to 
the office of the District Congress Committee concerned for record. 
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Article X—Eloetion ot Delegates 

(a) Every rrovincial Congrcsa C!oraniittcc sliall prepare a roll of its priina^ 
members qualiAccl lo vote and shall send to the A. I. C. O. Oirice a statcmoiit in 
r<^ard (o it, on or before a date lixed by the Working Committee. This statement 
shall be in the form prescribed by tlie A. I. O. C. OlHco and shall give separately 
the number of orban and nind members in each district, 

(b) Memliers included in tlie said roll shall alone be entitled to vote at the 
election of delegates in that proving. 

(c) In the event of a I’rovincial Congress Committee failing to famish the 
statement in time, the iirovincc concerned may be disentitled to elect its dolegatos. 

(d) On receipt of tlie aforesaid statement, tlie Working Committee shiul fix 
the date by which the election of deloimtcs must be hchl. 

(e) I’roviiiciid Committees shall divide the Trovince into fixed territorial 
constitneiudes. 

(f) Every province shall bo entitled to return a number ot delegates at the 
rate of one delegate for every one 1m; of tlie inhabitants of such province including 
the Indian btates or agencies therein, or a fraction thereof, in accordiuice with 
tlie last Census. 

Proi'iso 1—Bombay (Cit^‘ shall liavc a maximum ipiota of 25 delegates, and the 
province ot Dcllii shall nave a maximum quota of 15 delegates. 

(;;) (() Each district shall In; entitled to elect nut more than one delegate, for 
each hu; of its population providtxl that for cviiry delegate to be elected, there are 
not less than 560 jirimary members enrolled during tlie year. 

(ii) Tlic niimliur of delegates reinainiug unallotted to the constitncncics on 
n<;eount ot the incl isiou of the iwpulalion of fmliau States in any I’rovinco, shall 
be distributed by the executive of the 1*. C. 0. couecrncrl, in such manner as in 
its opinion would meet the rtquiremoats of the ease, subject to the rule of 
minimum curolmeut of 500 primary mumlicrs for each ddcf^ate. 

(/») Tho provtiiee which has not completi.xt its eUxiUon on or before the date 
appointed by (ho Working Gnnmii.tec, may at Die diserction of tho Working 
Committee Ite lUseutithvl to bo rcimsicnted at the Auiiual Session. 

(0 A cortiliod list of ilclegaU'S sliall be submiited by the I’rovincial Congress 
Committee, not later than the date lixesl by the Working Committee in that bdialf. 

(j) Every delegate so elcctisl shall, on payment of a fee of Its. 5/- at the 

ofTIco ot the I’roviiicial C/Oiigri'ss CoiiimittAHi of his province, roiMiivc a cerlificnto 
in lu'cordiuice wiUi Form D hereto annexed, duly signwl by one of its Kecretaries. 
No dclogalo who h:is not paid the fee, sliall lie entitled to exercise any of his 
functions. 

Article Xf—Election Disputes 

(<i) It will Ih! open to any mcmlicr of the Congress witliin a consUlticney 
to lodge a comidaint about an clo'tioii witliin the constituenc.y before the District 
Tiibiinal witliin seven days of the dixdarotioii of the result of suc-h election and 
the Ilistrict Tribunal shall dixudo the coiiiploiiit. 

(h) Until the election is set aside by tho District Tiibunal the person 

elc(;tcd shall be deemol to liavc been duly elected. 

(c) An aptual shall lie lo tho i’roviiieiid Election Tribunal against any 
order passed by tlio District Tribunal within seven days of tho passing of such 
onlcr. The order ot I’rovincial Election Trihiinid shall bo final, 

((f) 'J’he Woiking Oommittoc may lay down rules for tlie conduct of elections 
and loilgiiig and dis|>osid of ohjei'tioiis ainf complaints and appeals. 

(e) 'JIio I’roviiicial Tribunal sluill on its own motion or on report by a 
District Tribunal, have tho iiowor to dinx-t Uiat any person found guilty of 
mis(;onduet in coiiiuHttiuii with ciirohiiciit of mombers, maintenance of ri^istcr of 
members, election or lodging of a false objection or imniplaint, knowing it to be 
so, shall be disipialiticd from stmidiiig as a ciuidiilalc for election or bo expelled 
from tho Congress for such jieriod as it may consider just and proper. An appeal 
shall lie to tho Working Committee from any order passed by tho I’roviucial 
Election Tribunal under tills clause. 

Article XII—A, I. C. C. Elections 

(a) The delegates in every jirorincc shall assemble in a meeting to elect from 
among themselves, onc-cighth of their number, os representatives of the province, 
oil tho All India Congress Committee; provided that no Frovince shall have less 
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than five representatives on the All India Gongress Oommitteo, except Delhi which 
8^11 have tour. 

(6) The election in Sub-claxise («) shall be by proportional representation 
by single transferable vote. 

(c) The Secretaries of the respective Provincial Congress Committees shall 
issue certificates of membership of the Ail India Congress Committee to the persons 
elected to it. 

Article X///—Provlneial Congress Committee 

(а) The Provincial Congress Committee in each province shall consist of the 
delegates from the province. In case, the number of such delegates is less than 
30, airy number required to make the number of memlicrs of the Provincid 
Congress Committee 30, will be elected in such manner as the constitution of the 
province may determine, |)rovulc<l that in the ctme of Bindh and Nagpur the 
number may bo increased by the P. C. C. to not more than 50 and in the 
case of Yidharbha 45 and Delhi 40, In addition to these, the President and 
ex-Presidents of the Congress, resident in the province and duly qualified 
imder Articles III and VII, shall also be members of tiio Provincial Congress 
Committees. 

(б) Every Provincial Congress Committee sliall, 

(t) subject to the general control and supervision of the All India Congress 
Committee, bo in charge of the aifairs of t!ie Congress within its own province 
and to that end frame rules not inconsistent with this constitution, whicn rules 
shall come into operation only with the previous sanction of the Working 
Committee; 

(t«) submit an annnal rc[>ort of Uto Congress organisation and the work 
in the provmo.e to the Working Committee not later than one month before the 
commencement of the Annual Session ; 

(tit) before the new All India Congress Committee meets as Subjects 
Committee under Article XVI, pay to the Working Committee the fees received 
from the delegates. Any other subscription that may be fixed by the latter, having 
r^ard to the population, mcmbersiiip and llunnnial cap.-icity of the province, ^all 
be paid not later than tlie end of Juno every year. Dcl^ates and members of the 
All India Congress Committee from provinces in default shall not be permitted 
to take part in any of the proc^ings of the Congress or any Committee 
thereof. 

(c) (t) No Provincial Congnss Committee and no subordinate committee 
shall be recognised by the Working Committee unless it has eomplied with ^e 
conditions laid down in this constitution or any rules framed thereunder by the 
Working Committco. 

(h) On failure on the part of any Provincial Congress Committee to function 
in terms of the constitution, the Working Committee may form one, to carry on 
Congress work in that province. 

Article X'/T'—Annnal Session 

(a) The Annnal Session of the Congress shall be held at the time and place 
decide upon at the v’rcceding Bession. The A. I. C, C. or the WorUng 
Committee, may however, for sufiiciciit reason change cither the venue or the date 
or both of the Session. 

(b) Tile Annual Session shall consist of— 

(0 the President of the Congress; 

(m) the Ex-Presidents of the Congress, provided they are duly qualified imder 
Articles III and VII; 

an) the deflates elected under Article X. 

(c) The I*rovincial Congress Committco conccmcil shall make such arrange¬ 
ments for holding the Annual Bession as may bo deemed necessary, and for this 
purpose shall form a Hcccption Committco, and may include therciu persons who 
are not its members. 

(d) The Eeeeption Committee shall collect funds for the expenses of the 
Session, make all necessary arrangements for the reception and accommodation 
of dcl^ates and visitors and for the printing of the reiiort of Ihe proceedings of 
the Session. 

(e) The receipts and disbursements of the Boception Committee shall be 
audits by an auditor or auditors appointefl by the provincial Congress Committee 
concerned, and the statement of accounts together with the auditors’ report ahnii 
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bo submitted by tbe Frovincial Congress Committco to tbo Working Committee, 
not later than three months a(tcr the termination of the Annul cession. Any 
snridus funds remaining with the Itecention Committee shall be divided equally 
between the All India Congress Committee and the rrovincial Congress 
Committee. 

(t) The Bcccption Committco shall elect its Chairman and other office-bearers 
from amongst its own members. 


Article XF—Election ot President 

(a) Any ten delegates may jointly send the name of any delegate or ex-Presi* 
dent of the Congress duly qualidcd under Articles III and Vll, whom they 
proimse to be elected rrcsidcnt of the next annual session of the Congress, so as 
to reach the General Secretary of the Ail India Congress Committee on or before a 
date to be fixed by the Working Committee. 

(b) The General Secretary will nublish the names of all persons so proxmsed 
and it will be open to any person whose name has been so pro))OBc<l, to withdraw 
bis candidature iiy informing tlic General Secretary of his intention to do so, 
within 10 days of the publication of tlie iwoiioscil names. 

a After eliminating tlie name of any person who has withdrawn, the 
Secretary shall publish Uic name of the remaining candidates and circulate 
them to the Proviiicial Congress Committees. 

(d) On a date fixed by tlie Working Committee, each delegate in a province 
shall be entitled to record his vote in favour of one of the candidates for ^e 
I’residentship of the Congress, at a place to be fixed by the Ih^vincial Congress 
Committee. 

(e) The Frovincial Congress Committee shall report to the All India Congress 
Committee Office the number of valid votes reitordcd in favour each candidate 

(/) As soon as may be after the receipt of the rc^tort the General Secretary 
shall announce as President-elect the name of tbe candidate obtaining the largest 
number of votes, provided that such candidate has secured not less than 50 per cent 
of the votes polled. 

(g) In case he does not get the requisite number of votes the delegates in each 
province shall, on a date fixed by the General Secretary, elect one out of the two 
persons getting the highest numlicr of votes at tlie previous election and the General 
Secretary shall on receipt of the report from the Provincial Congress Committees 
of the number of votes rccordal at the second election, declare the {lerson 
getting the higher number of votes os the duly elected President of iJie Congress. 

(b) In toe event of an emergency arising by reason of any cause such as death 
or resignation of too President elected as above, too General Sceretai’y shall forthwith 
fix a date for a fresh election by the ilelugatcs as juescribed above. In case such 
procedure is found not jxissible, the All India Congress Committee shall elect the 
President. 


Article XF/—Subjects Committee 

(a) The New All India Congress Committee shall meet as subjects committee, 
under toe president-elect at least two days before toe Annual Session. The outgoing 
Worldng Committee itrcsidcd over by the l*rcsidcnt-elc(U., shall submit to it toe drm 
programme of toe work for the session including resolutions recommended by toe 
difi&ent Provincial Congress Committees. 

(b) Tbe Subjects Committee shall proceed to discuss the programme and shall 
frame resolutions for being moved in the o|>cn session. At least one day shall be 
idlotted for toe consideration of propositions of which duo notice has been given by 
too ihovincud Congress Committees or membors of tlie All India Congress Com¬ 
mittee, other than Besoliitions recommended by ihe Working Committee, in accord¬ 
ance with toe rides prescribed in that behalf. 

Article XF//—Congress Session 

At each sitting of tbe Congress, toe order in which business shall be transacted 
toall be as follows: 

f») The resolutions recommended for adoption by toe Subjects Committee. 

(w) Any substantive motion not included iu (if and which 25 del^atos request 
toe President in wriiing, before toe commencement of toe day’s sitting, to bo allowed 
to place before the Congress; provided, liowcvcr, that no such motion shall be 
flowed unless it lias been previously discussed at a meeting of the Subjects Com¬ 
mittee aud has received toe support of at least a tliii-d of toe members then present. 
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Article X77//—Special SesBlon 

(a) The Working Committee ma]^ upon its own motion, or shall upon a joint 
reauisition addressed to it, as provided in Article XIX (e), convene a meeting of the 
All India Congress Committra for considering a resolution for holding a Special 
Session. Such resolution shall be effective if passed by the two-thirds majority of the 
members present. Thereupon the Working Committee shall summon a Siwci^ 
Session of the Congress, at such time tuid ))laco as it shall determine and the Articles 
(A the Constitution shall apply with such modiiicatioos as the Working Committee 
may eonsider necessary, provided that the delegates of the preceding session shall be 
the delegates for such Special Session. 

{b) The President of a Sticciol Session shall be elected by the delegates in the 
manner prescribed in Article XV. 

Article X/X—All India Congress Committee 

(a) The President of the Annual Session, mnrabers of the All India Congress 
Committee, elasted under Artu le XII and the ex-Presidents of Uic Congress, provi¬ 
ded they are qualified under Article III and VII, and the Treasurer of tiie Cougress 
shall eonstituto tho All India Congress Commiltcc. 

(1>) Tho All India Congress Committee shall carry out the tirogramme of work 
liud down by the Congress from session to session and deal with mi now matters 
that may arise during Us term of oflice. 

(c) The All India Congress Commiltcc shall have tho power to frame rules, 
not inconsistent with this Constitution, fur regulating all matters connect^ with the 
Congress. 

The President of the Annual Session shall be tho Chairman of the All 
India Congress Committee. 

(e) The All India Congress Ooramittcc shall meet as often as required by tho 
Working Committee, or on a joint requisition ad<ircs8fid to tho Working Committees, 
by not less than 24 members. Such reciiiisition sludl spcxdfy the pur|>oso for which 
the requisitioiiists desire a meeting of llic All Ijxlia Oougross Committee. At such 
meeting aihlitiuiinl items of business may be brought up for coimiileration, provi(led 
due notice thereof has been given to the meiubcis. At least one full day shall bo 
allottetl for tho considerntiou of pro|x>sitious of which duo notice has been given by 
members of the A. I, 0. C, in acxjordancc with the rules prescribed in that behalf. 

(/) Forty or one Uiird of the total number of members whiebevor is less, shall 
form the quoniin. 

(p) ITie All India Congress Committee shall hold ollice till tiie meeting of the 
new All India Cougress Commiltcc immediately bcfuTc tho next Annual Session. 

(h) The All India Congress Committee may from time to time aftiliato to the 
Congress such orgauisations os it may deem uo(«ssary, ]>rovided such organisations 
are calculated to further or assist tlio object of tho Congress. 

(i) Every member of the All India Congress Committee, ox-officio or elected, 
shall pay an annual subscription of Its. 10 |>ayable at or before the first meeting of 
the All India Congress Committee. Mcinbci’s in default will not be permitted to 
take part in any meeting of the All India Congress Committ^ tlio Subjects Com¬ 
mitted or in any Session. 

Article XX—Working Committee 

(а) Tho Working Committee shall consist of tho President of tho Congress 
thirteen members including not more than three Ccncml Socrotaiics appointed by the 
President from amongst tho racinbors of the All India Congress Committee, and a 
treasurer ^pointed by him from amongst tho delegates. 

(б) The Working Committee shall lie the executive nntliority and as such shall 
have the power to carry into effect the policy and programme laid down by the All 
India Congress Committee and tho Congress, and ^all remtun rcsponsiblo thereto. 

(e) Working Committee shall place before every meeting of tho All-India 
Congress Gommitte& the rejicrts of its proceedings and tho agenda of the 
and shall assign at least one clear day for resolutions of wMch due notice may have 
been by the members of tho All India Congress Committ^ other than those 
of the Working Committee, in act'ordanco with the rules prescribwi in that 

(») The Working Committee shall appoint one or more inspectors to examine 
the repoim, papers and account books of all Congrm organisations, which ahaii 
furnish all mformation and give to the iiisiiectors access to all otlices and records. 

(r) The Working Committee shall have the power: 
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(() To frame rules and issue instrucMons for tho proper working of the GonS' 
titutioii and in ail matters not otherwise provided for, 

(t'O To 8U])erintend, direct and eontrol nil Congress Committees, 

(m) To take such disciplinary action as it may deem fit against a committco 
or individual for misooiidact, wilful neglect or default. 

if) The Working Committee shall pay to the Provincial Congress Committco 
convening the Annual Session, onc*fiftli of tho fees recovered from the del^atcs, 
within a fortnight of the termination of the session. 

(р) The Working Committee shall take steps to hare a regular audit of the 
accounts of the Provincial Congress Committees. 

Article XX/—Funds 

The Treasurer shall be in charge of the funds of the Congress and shall keep 
proper accounts of all investments, income and exi)cnditurc. 

Article XX//—General Secretaries 

(а) The General Secretaries shall be in the ollicc of the All India Congress 
Committee and the Working Oommitteo. 

(б) The General Secretaries shall lie rcH|)onsil)le for the ])ublicalioii of tho 
report of the prcKcediiigs of the Aiinual or Special Session in co-o])ci'ation with 
tlie Provincial CommitUte conccrncil. Such re|H)rt shall be publislicd ns soon as 
possible and not later than four inontlm after the Session. 

(с) The General Soc.retarics shall prepare Uie rei>ort of the work of tho All 
India Congr^s Committee and the Working Committee during their ]>eriod of oflico 
and submit it, with n full aci^ouiit of the fumls which may have immo into their 
hands, to the meeting of the All India Congress Committee immediately bdore tlio 
Annum Session. 

Article XX///—Vacaneles 

The office of a deltaic or a mcmlicr of the All India Congress Committee or 
a Provincial OonCTCss Oummittcc shall ho vacatal hy rcRiguation, death or prolonged 
absence from India aud^ such viu aiiey sUidl bo filled by tlic Provincial Congress 
Committee coiUicnifd in tho same manner in which the vacating member was 
chosen. A vacancy on tlio Working Corainitteo shall bo filled by tho Presutciit. 

Article XX/K—Fractions 

Where there is a question of considering tho value of fractions, a fraction of 
onc-balf or mure shall be treated as one, and less than one-half as zero. 

Articlo XXP—Language 

(а) The proceedings of the Congress, the All India Congress Committee and 
the Working Committee shall ordinarily be condnetnd in Hiudnstani. The English 
language or any provincial language may l»c used if tJm speaker is unable to speak 
in Hindustani or whenever permitted by the President. 

(б) The procec-dings of the Provincial Congress Committee shall ordinarily bo 
conducted in the lauguuge of the province concerned, liindustoni may also be used. 



The All India Muslim League 

DR. SYED ABDUL LATIFS SCHEME 

The Working Coramitteo of the All India Muslim League which met at 
Meerut on tiie 25th. March 19U0 ap]K>intod a committee to examine and report on the 
various draft schemes of constitutional reforms put forward to secure the rights and 
interests of Muslims in India. 

The resolution on constitutional changes referred to the. League’s op^ition to 
to scheme of Federation as proposed in to Government of India Act. The work¬ 
ing of the Provincial part of the Cionetitution, it was stated, had “created grave 
apprehension amongst Moslems and other minorities regarding their future, be¬ 
cause to provincial scheme has utterly failed to safeguard cvcai to elementary 
rights of the Moslem minorities in various provinces.” 

The committee consisted of to following Mr. M. A, Jinnah, Sir Sikandar 
Hyat Khan, Syed Abdul Aziz, Khawaja Sir Nazimuddin, Sir Abdul ITaroon, Sardar 
Aurangzd) Khan, Nawabzada liaqatali Khan. The following in the text of to 
draft scheme which was prepared by Dr. Syed Abdul Latif of Hyderabad and 
placed before to Sub-committee of to l.eaguo 

Whereas to Constitution provided in to Government of India Act of 1035 is 
not acceptable to the Moslems of India because 

(a) It is framed on to assumption that India is a composite nation which it 
is not and du^ not promise to bo, so long os the Hindus and Moslems, to two 
loading or major nationalities of India cxintinuo to remain divided into two diflei'ent 
social orders drawing direct inspiration in every detail of life from two fundament¬ 
ally dilFerent religions or cultures, 

(b) The democratic majority Government which it has established in most 
provincial units, and aims to cstmdish at the centre will in reality bo a Government 
of a single majority nationality, viz., to liindus, on whose suiTerance to other 
natioualfties will have to live, 

(c) It will reduce to Moslems per})otually to to position of a helpless 
minority at to Centre and in most of tiie British Provinces, as wcli as, in all but 
a few of the several hundreds of Indian Btates, 

(d) It will deny to them opiwrtunity of economic r^cneration and of free and 
indepuidcnt cultural development on Islamic lines, 

(e) It neutralises their historic imporlanco in to country, and diminates for 
ever every prospect of tlicir acquiring a status whereby toy may exercise a steady¬ 
ing influence on the administration of to country and, 

(f) It helps to intensify and ixnimtuatc tiie prevailing cultural clashes between 
to Hindus and to Moslems—religious, social, ectonomic, etlucatioual, and political, 
—all operating to put off indefinitely India’s attainment to inde|)codcnce. 

The M(»lcms of India call u])on to British Parliament to rejdace to Govern¬ 
ment of India Act of 1935 by another which should lead to country to resolve it¬ 
self into an independent confederacy of culturally homogeneous free states as 
envisaged in Schedule 1 to tliis resolution. 

Division into Zonks 

The establishm^t of a confederacy of culturally homogeneous States for India 
will call for to assignment of zones to such cultural units or nationalities in the 
country as may by virtue of their number and economic position afford to resolve 
themselves culturally into homogeneous states. Since tliis condition may be fulfilled 
in this case of to two leading nationalities of India, to Moslems and to Hindus, 
to Moslems of India will have to show where such zones may conveniently bo 
formed for them, leaving the rest of to country to resolve itself into Hindu 
zones, so that self-secure in homelands of their own, tlie two might freely unite in¬ 
to a ^federacy. 'Hie smaller nationalities such os the Christians or Anglo-Indians, 
Budhists, and Parsis who have not so fiu: shown any irreconcilable cultural differ¬ 
ences with cither the Hindus or the Moslems may continue to live where toy are 
enjoying under to constitution of the iiountry ^equate and effective cnltural safe¬ 
guards, or bo allowed if toy so desire, cantonal life, whciever ixissible, in eadi 
zone, whether Hindu or Moslem. 
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The fomalion of such siouca will take time, as it will luive to Im ofTected by 
exchange of ^loiiulafion spread conveniently over a number of years, on lines, more 
or loss, foUowctl by Turkey and Greece in lO'l'l; but the demarcation should bo 
made before the process starts. The exchange of noiuilation is ultimately a 
question of cora|)cnsatiou for pi^operty in all forms left behiu<l by migrants, and 
may be settled between the Govcrnmeiits of die areas concerned. Tlie prefiaration 
of registers of those who will be involved in the exchange aud the determination 
of the reciprocal financial obligations of the units concerned will have to be done 
in the transitional ueiiod. For the purpose die forthcoming census of 1941 may 
do the spaile work auu furnish preliminary date for the consideration of a Royal 
Commission which will have to bo appointed to demarcate the zones. 

OoNFKDKKAOY FOR INDIA 

A lasting confederacy for Imiia will bo ixwsible only when these zones are 
filially fomed and rciideraf ctdtarally homogeneous. This being the goal, and the 
only solution to the problem of Indian unity, a constitution will have to be devised 
for the tTunsitioniil ]ieriod wliich, while lutsiiring |x>litica] unity for the whole 
country, will allow no single nationality to obtain die «p).>cr hmid over the other, 
aud yet aiford diem all every moral urge to work togcdicr for the evoliidon of 
the needed homogeneous free stales. 

The transitional conslitutiou is suggested in broail oiidino hi Fart III of 
this schedule, and should form the immediato objective. 

But before outlining the transitional <vmstitntioii, the several zones into which 
India will ultimately have to be resolved may rougltly be indicated here, leaving 
the final demarcation to the Royal Commission to be. This will determine the 
goal aud influence the irausitioiial stage. 

Moslrh Uouia.AND 

As things stand, the following zones shonld be assigned to the Moslems 

North-Block.—Theto is at present a great Moslem block in the North- 
West consisting of Sind, Baluchistan, the Funjab, North-West Frontier ITovinco 
and Kashmir, Khalrpur and Bahawalimr. 'Jne whole of this area needs to bo 
converted into a Moslem Zone, allowing over 30 millions of Moslems a free 
homeland of their own. But as several Hindu and Sikh Indian States are situated 
therein governed by treaty relations with British Faramountcyj the Hindus and 
Sikhs of this urea who materially do not ditfer from each other in ciiltare,^ may 
concentrate into these States wiUi the boundaries of the State of Kaslimir ana 
Jammu altered in corUiin respocta to give them a free and homogeneous cultural 
existence. Tliis State has a preilonilnant Moslem jiopuiation. Its Hindu Ruler is 
in possession of the territory through a proprietary right acquired from the British 
in lieu of monetary consideration. In Uio interests of abiding pcu(;o in the loud, 
the transaction may be rc-scttlod with adequate compensation _ allowed to the 
Maharaja. This may bo done either by transferring to the British Funjab such 
portions of the State as arc predominantly Moslem in population in exchange for 
the British Kangra Vidley which is at fircscnt predominantly Hindu, or in any other 
manner that may be mutually agreed to between tlic parties concerned in 
conformity with the roquiromonts of the proixiscd confederacy of culturally 
bomt^encous states. 

It is to bo added that Amritsar of religious im)K>rtanco to the Sikhs faHing 
within the Moslem zone may be converted into a Irco city for the Sikhs. 

North-East Bloc*.—Bight on the other side of India, the North-East, there 
is a solid block of Moslems in Bengal and Assam of over 30 millions, who may 
be assigned a free political axistence. 

Delhi-Lucknoto Block.—In between the two above mentioned blocks the 
Moslems are unevenly distributed. Those of this area living close to each of the 
two blocks sliould bo attracted for naturalization to the one nearer to them. The 
rest, the great bulk, belonging at present to the DniUid l*rovinccs and Bihar 
numbering about Id millions, may bo concentrated in a block extending in a 
line from the Western border of Uiiitcil l*rovince8 to Lucknow and rounding up 
Rampnr on Uic way. Tliis zone sliould bo contiguous to the Funjab Moslem 
block but will leave out the Hindu religious centres of Muttra, Benares, Hatdwar, 
and Allahabad. 

The lyeccan Bloel'.—The Moslems below the Vindhyas and gatpnras are 
scattered all over the south in colonics of varying size and exceed 12 millions in 
numbw. For them a zone is to bo eai-ved. Bnch a zone the Dominions of 
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Hydcrabsid and Bcrar may provide with a narrow atrip of territory restored to 
tliem in the soutii, running down via Knrnool and Guddapah to the City of 
Madras. There is an iuducutial scliool of thought among the Moslems who prefer 
to have an opening to the Western Coast via Bijavmr, Such a strip with an 
opening to the sen will be found necessary to settle the large Moslem mercantile 
and marine community living for ages on the Curomandtil and Malabar Coasts. 

Hyderabad has been chosen for the concentration of the Moslem population 
in the south because it commands a central position and will allow the formation 
of five autonomous cultural aoncs for the Uindns—the Mahrattas, the Andhras, 
the Tamilians, the Kanarese, and the Malayalis w th exclusive boundaries of their 
own. To shift the Moslem zone from the ccntriil imsition chosen will be to push 
it into one of the five Hindu zones just mentioned. Th.at will bifurcate the Hindu 
zone eoncerned and destroying its linguistic or cultural homogeneity. At present, 
three diiTcrent Hindu nation.aUties, the Mahraltas, the Andliras and the Kanarese 
W'o overspread themselves on tliis area from their natural homelands on cither 
side. They will now liavo to join their resiieclivo maiiisto:‘h3 and live a compact 
life with tlicir own kind in llritish Indm, leaving this neutral ground to concentrate 
witliing it the entire Moslem iKipulation from all over the Peiiinsula. It is only 
a matter of coincidoneo that this central land happens to bo the domain of a 
Moslem Ruler; but the tlionght of making it a homeland for Moslems is not 
chosen on Unit solo grouiid, alUiotigU the coincidence nmy offer considerable 
facility ill the final settlement. 

'I'ho Mosleins living outside of tlio areas covered by the four main Moslem 
zones, viz., tliosc living in Itajputaiia. Gujrat, Malwn, and Western India Btates 
may concentrate in llio Moslem Indian States situated in these areas, and in a 
newly constituted free city of Ajmer which under the scheme will become culturally 
homogeneous for tlic Moslems. 

Hindu /ones 

The rest of India, will now bo in a jHisilion to resolve itself into ouUural 
zones for the Hindus according to the several languages simken by them, viz., 
Bengali, Hindi, Oriyya, Kagastlunl, Gujarati, Maharaltie, Telugii, Tamil, Canareso, 
and Mnlayuiara or in any manner the Hindus may decide upon. 

It may be ]ioint.od out tliai cultural zone, Hindu or Moslem, will 

consist, wborever iiw^cssary, of British territory and Indian Slates groupal together 
in view of natural allinities. Eacli such zone will form a homogeneous slato with 
a higlily ilecoiitraiizod form of govcriimeiit within, wherever more tluui a unit 
should comiiose tlic zone, but fitting along wiUi similar states into on AlMiidia 
Cotifodcroey. 

Tiik Satoiuards 

In the Constitution of tlio Confederacy the following provisions will need to be 
made:— 

Public law of Indian NatioM.~~{l) Individuals belonging to one or otlier of the 
sevend nationalities may fur S|ie(dal piiriioscs, live in zones to which tlioy do not 
naturally belong. Such individuals will be all'orded security of person and rights of 
citizenships under a “Public Law of ludian Nations” to be adopted by the Central 
Government. 

Religious Shrives, etc.—(2) All religions sbrincs, monuments and graveyards 
belonging to the Hindus or the Moslems and left behind by eitlmr will be preserved 
and looked after by each confodcrato regional slate under the supervision of the 
Central Government. 

Christians, Farsis, Buddhists. —(3) Tlic smaller nationalities such as the 
Christians or Anglo-Indians, Parsis and Buddhists will bo affordwl by each Btato, 
Moslem or Hindu, all tlio necessary religious or cultural safeguards which they may 
need to preserve their individuality. They will at the same time have the right to 
ask lor a cantonal life for themselves, if they should desire at any time. 

ffurijans.—ii) The various depressed classes and untouchables, euphemistically 
styled Tlarijans, disiiorscd as they are all over the country and forming countless 
racial varieties and jiosscssing no common culture between Uicm, and being mostly 
landless will be given perfeot liberty to choose the Hindu or Moslem zones to form 
Qieir permanent homelands where tlicy enjoy the fullest rights of citizeuship, 
even as the Christjans or Anglo-Indians, Buddhists and Parsis. 

This in brood outline is the form which the idea of a confederation of culturally 
homogeneous states will assume finally. The transitional period will need therefore 
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to be marked by deflnite stages leading tliercto. Part III outlines tlic iniincdiate 
stage in the prcKtcss. 

The transitional constitution for India will have to fit into tJic eoucei)tion of 
the confederation outlined in Part II, and must lead to it It may evcji take tlia 
form of a Federation, provided tlie residuary jiowcrB of the (ientro ate reduced to a 
bare minimum, but such federation sliotUd consist of units which may conveniently 
bo grouped later on under the desired cultural zones. This wili uccessitato the crea¬ 
tion of cerbiiti now Provinces on cultural or linguistic lines without involving imme¬ 
diate exoliango of jH)pulatiou. The now Ih-ovinccs may be constituted even piecemeal, 
but one of them at any rato, should bo carved immediately out of the present United 
Provinces with Lucknow as its centre. It shoiihl be formed with a view to resolving 
it eventually into a Moslem zone, and a iicrmaueut home for all the Moslems living 
at present in U. P. and llihar. 

It is for the eoustitulional lawyers to work out tho details of the transitional 
constitution, but any such constitution siiould cmlHxly the following ]>roviBions .— 

1, In the |)roiimb|c, it must, lie clearly brought out that the aim of tlie transi- 
Uoiial Federal const itutioii laid down is to lead India to a confederacy of only cul¬ 
turally homwgeneoHS fiee states. 

2. Legislation,—{ a) The Federal T..cgi8lativc List should bo reduced to a 
minimum number of items and lie confined only to siibjiKrts which coneern the 
common imlitical and c<‘.oiiomiu interests of India us a whole. 

(b) All other subjects should form tho Provincial list subject to the following 
proviso; - 

Regional Boards .—There may lie subjixits of cultural and economic imiiortanee 
common to contiguous federal units mid it will lie found useful to have ror them 
11^011.11 or Zonal lloaids to evolve a common line of luUion, leaving the iudividual 
federal units to Icgiblalo in the light of Lite cominoii policy evolved. 

Three of tlio zones may ho coustituteil as follows;— 

1. North-West Zone compostHl of Siinl, Laluchistan, N.-W. F. P., Kashmir, 
Khiurpur, and tho Indian Htatos of the Punjab Agency. 

2. Nortli I'iist Zone coni|iosod of llengal ainl Assam. 

3. The Dominions of Jlydcrabad and llerar. 

'Bio nlHivo ariangcmont has two advantages ;— 

fi) It will remove Cultural lA^islatioa from Fcilcral control, 

(ii) It will develop a zonal or rw'ioiial senso necessary to evolve culturally 
autonomous states, which tho transitional eoustitution is to lead to. 

Transition Staob 

Safeguards for Afosfems.—Whatever be the nature of the traiisitionol Federal 
constitiitiun, whether consisting of newly formal units ns suggested above or of units 
ill their existing form, Uie Moslems will need the uuderraentioued safeguards to be 
iucor}>OTated in the Cunstitntioii. 

Representation on Legislature,—1. The system of separate claitorate for 
Moslems should be maintained, as well as the c.xistiiig projiortion of Moslems hi the 
several Legislatures. 

2. Tho ineinsioii of the Indian f^tates in an All-India Federation should bo 
made dependent upon ihcir returning to tiic Ceutrnl l.cgislntures a Butneicut quota 
of Moslems so as to maintain their present iwoiHirtion at the Centre. 

3. If tlie i>ru|>OHO(.l Zonal or It^ional Bomds arc established the Moslems 
should be allowed adequate and efieetive reprcBcntatioii commensurate willi their 
total strength iu tho liOgislaturcs of several units couipusiug emdt Zone. 

Legislation —AU snbjaUs tonehiiig thdr religion, personal law and culture 
will be the exclusive coiiecTii of the Moslem members of tlic Legislature conecriicd, 
constitute into a Bpceial Committee for the inirposo. Thio strength of the 
Oominilteo slioiild bo augmeiiteil liy a thinl liy co-oiiting, by means of ballot. 
ropresentaUve Moslems learned in Aloslcm Isiw and Itoligioii. The dtv.isioii of 
such a (Committal slioiild be acceptal l>y die wliolc Jjc^islatnre. If such decisions 
should seem to afla;t tho interests of other iiatioualities tliey may, on reference made 
by the head of the Admiiiislratioii, be reviewed by tho Ijogislaturo as a whole, 
but no amendment shall be pormissilile which would attoct tho basis of the 
legislative enactment. 

Executive.—'I'he Exeeulivo Government or ^e Ministers in each province or 
at the Centre should not bo drawn from the majority party alone as is _ vogue 
in homogeiieouB democratic countries like Kngland. Here in India, it is the 
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majority nationality which permanently returns the majority of members to the 
Li^slature and in os much as the majority nationality, namely the Uiixliis, 
unfortunately ditfer from the Moslems, the next largest nationality in the coiintey, 
not merdy in the fundamontals of life and outlook but in almost every detail ot 
domestic and social life, the governuneo of the country by a permanent majority 
in tlie L^slatnre resolves itself into tlie govcrnamie of the country by the majority 
nationality only and cannot be oxi)ectcd to be a Government of tlie wliole 
people. 

The Executive tliat needs to bo chosen for evoiy province and the Centre 
should in the present stage be a comi>oaito cxeiaitivc rcprcscntiim Hindus and 
Moslems with an agreed imlicy imeoptable to both, and not liable to be turned out 
by the Jjogislaturo. That shoidd bo tlie arrangement, nt any rate, until India 
resolves itself into a confederation of culturally autonomons free states, when alone 
true democracy may take its birth in tlie country, and responsible Government 
justifieil. 

Under the transitional oonstitntion, therefore, the Exciuitivo should bo not 
a “parliamentory oxctuitivc” in the English sense, but a “stable cxocuitive" 
independent of the legislature as in the groat democracy of the United States of 
America, but the Prime Minister instosid of being elected dircilly by the |)coplo 
a) the i’rosident in U. S. A., should bo elected by the entire Ijcgislature, and 
shonld remain in olHce during the life of the legislature, and will not bo remove- 
able by it. lie wili choose his colleagues of Ministers in the interests of good 
Govornraent from tire mcml)crs of all groups in the legislature, an equitable 
number of whom should be Moslems enjoying the coiiAdcnco of tlie Moslem 
members of the legislature concerned and should be sclcclcd from a panel suggested 
by them. 

Of the two rrovinocB into which Ilindastan will bo divided, the Prime 
Minister for die Lucknow Province should be a Moslem, os this area will have 
in the transitional period to prepare itself to resolve into a Moslem /.one, and will 
have its policy to bo direclcd by a Moslem. 

In the case of the portfolios affecting Law and Order and Education 
which have to deal with problems over which cultural dilfcrcnces arise, provision 
shoidd be made to have a Minister and an Assistant Minister and to apimint a 
Moslem to eitlier of tbe two posts, in order that the Government may have the 
benefit of his steadying inllucnce. 

Public Servtce Commiasion. —It should bo provided in the Constitntion 
that in tdl provinces where the Moslems are in a minority and at the centre, 
one of the members of the Public Service Commission should be a Moslem, 
part of whose duty shall be to see that Uio ratio fixed for the Moslems in public 
services is projiorly adhered to in luacticc by the Government. 

Judiciary. —The personal law of tho Moslems should bo administered by 
Moslem Judges. 

Moslem Board of Education and Economic Uplift,—la shoidd bo provided 
in the constitution that in each provincial imit a Moslem Hoard should bo cstabli- 
shcil to control and supervise the ciiUimd side of tlie ciUicalioti of Moslems, their 
technical and indnstrial Iruining aiul to devise inciisurcs for their ci'Onomlc and 
social uplift. Eor this pur|K)sc u (iroiier budgolary iirovision shall bo made. 

Special Tu.viilion.—\l for any sianmd objet^t, tho Moslems arc willing to tax 
themselves, the necessary legislallon shonld lie passed. 

Exohanub oe Poi*iii..vnON 

One of the obja-ts ot Uic transitional constitution is to facilitate and prepare 
the ground for the migration of Moslems and tho Hindus into tho /sines s|>ccilicd 
for them so as to develop them into cnlUindly autonomous ritates. During tho 
transitional poriiKl migration sliouhl be on a voluntary basis. Eor tliis the 
necessary legislation will have to be passixl for each region, and a machinery set 
up to orgiuiizc tuid regulate this voluntary migmliou. 'Dio iiroimsed constitution 
will tliercforo have to jirovide for the apiiointment of a Iloyal Commission to 
lay down a suitable t>rogramme of gradual exchange of ))npnlation. 

The result of voluntary migration may bo reviewed from time to time and 
if it should be found that it has eliminatod the cultural elaslics between tho 
Moslems ami tlie Hindus to an appreciable extent and given them a souse of 
Bociiiity wherever they need it, or has brought about a change of hc.art 
in cither camp, the question of compulsory migration may be put off indefinitely, 
and the voluntary method adhered to for a further teim. 
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The Andhra Muslim League Conference 

Tho Andhra Provincial Muslim Contcrenoc, the first of its kind, was 

held under tlic presidenUhip of Mr. Halmboob AH Baig, ML.A., at I’iiliapnr on tlio 
Both. January 1939 in a decuraled )mmhil. It passed a resolution, amon;' others, 
supporting die iiolicy and programme of tho All-India Muslim Lcagno. 

Mr. Mahahoob AH Baig, in tlie course of his jircsidentiid address, snrvcycd tho 
modem tendencies in (he world in the fiehl of politics and economics and observed 
that he wouhl not d:u-o to say at tlie present moment what form of Government 
should be advocated. Tho foreign dominance was still there; die ]iro])osed Federa¬ 
tion liad been coiulemue<l on all hands as iinsulisraclory and inadequate. ITovineial 
Autonomy hud been working in the conntry with dubious eil'eels and die fears of 
the minorities had not bi^m allayed. 'They luul, therefore, to decide what should be 
their attitude in the present circumstances and he had no hesitation in commending 
to them the solution embodied in the crcctl of (he All-India Muslim League, lie 
affirmed diat it was jierfcclly legitimate for minorities to demand constitutional 
safeguards. The President referred to the altonipts on the i>uTt of the Oonio'css !0 
create a sidit among the Muslima by weaning some of die Muslims from die Muslim 
League. The atlemrt on the part of die Congress to enrol more Muslims as Con¬ 
gressmen was liound to be considered as a hostile act aiming at the disintegration 
of Muslim solidarity. It was for the Muslims to so organise ihemselvcs ns to moke 
it impossihlc for die Congress to weaken it, so that its legitimate demands for safe¬ 
guards might not be brushed aside- 

Bi5soi,irriON8 

The Conference regretted the death of Mauinna Shaukut Ali and Kamal 
Ataturk and supported tho policy and programme of tho All-India Muslim 
I-eague and dcelarod that die lAMgHe was die only poliliejd body representing 
Muslims of India. It called ur-ou tlic Muslims of tho Andhra districts 
to form Muslim League branelies in every village, town and district and 
exhorted all Muslims living in Andluadesa to join the T-caguc. It deplored 
die “religious bias” in the political aetiviiics of the Congress Goveinmcnt and 
l>rotcstcd against the singing of die “Vnmlc Mataram” song in any public institii- 
Uon. It opposed the inlnKluc.tioii of die Wardha and Vidya Maiichr schemes and 
demanded that an olueai ioiiol scheme lor Muslims should be drafted in consultation 
widi Muslim representatives. 

The Conference urged tlie immediate creation of an Andhra Province, tho in- 
tercsls and rights of Muslims being adcclualely safeguarded therein. It also con¬ 
demned the Jlrilish jMilicy in Palestine. 

Tlic Conference resolved to liohl a sjiecial Conference of dio Muslims of the 
Andlira Province at a central place with a view to accelerating the Ijcagiic eami>nign. 


The Bihar Muilim League Conference 

That die Ilihar Miislim Tx'ngnc would start civil disobedience against tho 
Government., if the latter introdurcil the Wardba sclicmc in (ho province, was (he 
direat held out in a resolulion passed at the aiimial contcronco of the lliliar Provin¬ 
cial Muslim I,cnguc held at Paiiia on (he IttUi. Mnreh 1939. 

TIic Conference riiiiicstisl (he Working (.Vnumil.U^c of die All-India Muslim 
I.iCfqjtte to saticlum (he lauiicbing of civil disoIxHliencc against die intnaliiction of tho 
scheme, to be diroMcd by the Provincial laiigiie, winch would convert its Working 
Committee into a “War Coiiiicir’ for (he |>iir|N>se. 

Anodicr resolution demanded that all demonstrations against Hyderabad be 
banned, otherwise “the rcsi'onsibility for any lonscqucnt disturbance will rest with 
the (.iovcrninont.” 

Tlie Conference calbvl on (he (Inverniiiciil of Ilihar to withdraw die Mnnicipnl 
Amendment Hill find protested against the iniroducliou of the system of joint elec¬ 
torates to local Imdics cnilHslicd in die Hill. 

'Ilic Ckmfcience re-clocted Byad Abdul Asiz as ITcsidcnt of the Provincial 
League. 
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THE ALL INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 

The U, P. Muslim League Conference 

The Muslim League is no more dominecixid by a handful of rich indivi¬ 
duals, nor is it an organisation of a section but of the whole Muslim populace”, 
declared Nawab Muhamad Ismail Khan, presiding over the U. F. Muslim 
League Conference held at Gornldipur on the IStii. Mareh 1980. 

Since the introduction of I’rovincial Autonomy, added Natoab Muhamad 
Ismail Khan, the constitution of the League had been almost revolutionised. It 
was now a democratic body, witli complete independence as its goal. Its doors 
were open to all and a good Muslim could be a good Leaguer. Befeniug to the 
charge that the League was a supporter of British Imporiahsm, ho said that such 
aspersions were unbocomitig on the port of those, “who agmnst their principles 
were blindly following one who was not even a four anna member of the Congress. 
Hod not that person recently declared the Cbugress to bo an ally of the British 
Government? The Congress was tiio biggest ally to-day with the result that none 
but that organisation now counted with the British Government.” “Is the taking 
of the oath of allegiance and sitting in Ministerial chiurs wrecking the 
constitution?” asked tiic Nawab. “Has not Piuidit Jawaharlal Nehru, once the 
greatest opponent of office acceptance, meekly submitted to that decision?” 
The Congress Government dared not go, he stated, against the wishes of the 
Government, lest it should lead to their r<»ignation. Despite all this, it was 
deplorable that the Jomiat should repose confidence in the Congress, 

Nawab Ismail Khan reiterated his opposition to the Federal scheme as envi¬ 
saged in the Government of India Act, but op])OScd tiio demand for a Constituent 
Assembly unless the Hindu-Muslim question was satisfactorily settled. The Nawab 
felt that in view of the Congress agitation in Indian Btates, the League should see 
that the right of Muslims in the States were safeguarded. Bcforiing to communal 
riots, Naw^ Ismail Khan expressed the opinion that {lolitical unrest alone could not 
bo responsible for tlicm. Bciircssion would not solve communal trouble. Suspicion 
and misapprehension had to be removed, and n clear and definite fiolicy of recog¬ 
nition and fulfilment of religions rights shonhl bo ovolvcil, after consulting the lemlcrs 
of the various ciommunitics. Itcfcrring to Falestine, ho said, it was tho conc.ein of 
the Muslims of the entire world. The liCnguc should dccido its future course of 
action in respect of this issue after consulting its deputation now in England. 


Meerut Division Muslim League Conference 

With tho arrival in Meerut on ti»c 2 flth. March 1930 of Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
President of the All-Jiuiia Muslim I.cnguo, and other leaders, preliminary discussions 
begun which led to tlie rc-orienlatioii of the Txuguc policy in certmn im]x>rtant 
respects. The “Associated 1’1-css” spn<dul corrcspondciit gathered from well-informed 
quarters that tlicro were two questions niqtcrmust in the minds of tho Ictideis tliere. 
These were: Firstly, the lumudation of a w-heme which would secure tlio iwlitical 
and cultural dcvelo])mcnt along traditional Islamic lines, of the Muslim “nation” 
ill India; and, sccoiidiy, the immediate adoption of measures circctivcly to safeguard 
the interests of tho Musiims in tlio Slates. 

The exiu-cssion given on the 25th, March by Nawahzada Liaquat Ali Khan, to 
tlic view of a certain section of licoguo opinion that the 19:15 Constitution had failed 
so far as Muslims were conccrnctl, brought Muslim leaders to llic jKiiiit where they 
were considering whether Mnsliins should ]>rcss for securing for tliemselves politiem 
and cultural indc]icndcuce. In this connection, attention was beuig focussed on a 
number of draft schemes which were considered by tlio Working Oommittco of tJie 
League on the next day. As regards the ]>olicy of the League vis-a-vis tho States, 
tho general feeling among ihc leaders assembled appeared to be that the lieoguo 
should render all help to Muslims in tlie States to enable them to secure their 
legitimate place in any reforms tliat might be introduced. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah made a brief siujcch in Urdu on the 25th. March at tho 
Meerut League Conference. During the last two ycai-s, ho said, Muslims had 
been made to realise that the Congress was trying to perpetrate a big politictd 
fraud. Muslim loaguo members wore still called communalists because 
they were not jiropareil to fall into tiic trap set for them by the Oongress. 
Tlie Muslims were told by certain interested persons tliut tiiey should 
not oppose the Congress, wliich was working for the uplift of tho iioor and was do- 



—25 MAB. *39 ] MEERUT MUSLIM IJIAGUE CONFERENCE 373 

voting itself to solving the problem of bread for the masses. Was it really the 
object of the Congress to_ liberate the people ? (Cries of “No, no”). The Muslims 
had now scon what atrocities were being wrought on them in the Congress provinces. 
It was to be regretted that even now there were some amongst the Muslims who 
were in favour of their unconditionally joining the Congress. Mr. Jinnah b^an by 
sa^ng that Nawab Jamshed Ali Khan was not an extremist and had until recently 
believed in working witli tiie British and the Hindus. Similarly, Nawabzada liaqat 
Ali Khan was of the conscri’ativo school of thought and came of Nawab family. 
What, then, were the forces at work which had brought altoiit this change in the 
meutaiity of those two men 1 lielcrring to the interview which the spccid corres- 
])ondcnt of the “New York Times” recently had wi& Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Jinnah said 
that the Ma'iatma had said, in answer to the correspondent’s questions, that the 
Congress had not yet decided whether, firstly, they would accept Dominion Status 
and, secondly, whetlicr they would support Uie British Government in cose of &e 
war. What did this imply ? Further, m one of his recent statements, Mr. Gandhi 
had admitted that the Congress had ciitored into an alliance witli the British Gov¬ 
ernment. Should it, then, lie in the months of Congressmen to say that the Muslim 
League was an ally of tlio British Government t ITe urged the audience not to ho 
carried away by the false propaganda of the Congress. He assured tliem lhat if 
they united and organised themselves, no power on earth would be able to cruih 
them or thdr organisation, tlic Muslim League. 

Pressed to add a few words in English, Mr. Jinnah said that it was pre¬ 
sumably the intelligentsia that spoke English. Addressing the intdligentsia, there¬ 
fore, he impressed upon them that it was from their ranks that the leaders and oiheers 
of their organisation must come. Ihronghout the world it was the intelligentsia 
that was providing the leadership and drive of the great movements. But ho warned 
that they must be prepared to make every socrifiiH) to establish and maintain their 
solidarity. His message to tlicm was; “Bo pretiared to sacrifice anything and 
everything rather than sacrifice a hair of your national community.” 

Welcoming the delegates to the Conference, Major Nawab Jamshed Ali Khan, 
Chairman of the Reception Committee, declared tJuit tlie march of time demanded tliat 
the Muslim should take stock of thmr activities in the field of jwactical jioliticB 
rather than merely imssiug resolutions. The All-India Muslim Ijoaguc, ho said, 
stood for the unity of iiidian Muslims and its object was to awaken them to 
their religious duU and moke tliem awaro of their internal and extcrnnl enemies. 
He said tliat tlie Muslims stood for that liberty which acknowledged equal rights for 
everyone irrc8|K!ctive of caste, creed or colour. The freedom that ]>rovincijil autonomy 
had bioiiglit was not wanted. It had ileprivcd the people of peace of mind and liic 
events ill Benares, Gawnporc, Mercira, Badatin, Malmrujgnnj and Alloliahud in U. P. 
were a sullicient prO'if of that. He iJiought Unit avpciicix-o hod shown tliat tlio western 
type of demixiriv-y had failed in India. .Tiist as it cannot bo tolerated that Indian 
Btates should iuterrcrc in our atUiirs, similarly they sliould be left alouo to take 
care of their own alfairs. But tlie Bujkot incident was an eye-opener. If tliis 
sort of interference was continucil, the Muslims of Brilisli India would lie obligi^ 
to take steps to safeguard tlie interests of their brethren in the States. lie 
coraidaincd that the Zi-mindars of tlio 11. P. were being depiived of their 
{lossessions by false pretences and Unit the Indian problem was Uic prohlcra 
of bread. He deplored tho propaganda that was being earned on against the 
Urdu language. Ho said tliat if India attnineil freedom, then Urdu would ho the 
only Indian language that conhl help in can-yiug on diidomatic talks with 
countries in tlie N«ir East. Finally, he ap)ieiilcd to tlie Ulemas to give a true 
lead to tho Muslims in forniuliiting their attitude towards otlier iHilitical parties 
in India. 


The A. 1. Muslim League Working Committee 

A decision to ajipoint a committee to examine and report on tlie various 
draft schemes put forward os being more likely than the ])rc8cnt eonslitution to 
secure die rights and interests of Muslims in India was taken at tho meeting of 
the Ail-Iiidia Muslim, League Working Committee, held at Meerut on the %(h. 
Mareh 1039 at tho residence of Nawab Mohavied Ismail Khan, President of the 
U, P. Provincial Muslim League. The meeting ]msscd another resolution advising 
Muslims in tho Btates to cficctivcly organise Uicmselvcs and assuring them of ito 
fullest support. 
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Mr. Jinnah presided and among those present were Sir Sikandar TTyat Khan, 
Sir AMulla Haroon, Haji Abdiis Hattar, lissnk Beth, Syed Abdnl Aizaa Ilasid, Mr. 
Abdul A. Knnf Shah, Malik Darkatnli, Knia of Malimudabad, Nawab Mohd. 
Ismail EJian, Begam Mohammad Ali and Nawabxada Liaqnatali Khan. 

Besolution—on Federation 
The following is the text of the first resolution :— 

“Whereas the Muslim League is op^ed to the scheme of Federation 
embodic<l in the Govornmenc of India Act, 

“Whereas the working of the provincial part of the constitution has created 

f rave apprehension amongst Muslims and other minorities regarding their future 
cenuse the ywovincial scheme has utterly failed to safeguard even the elementary 
rights of the Muslim miuoritics in various provinces, 

“And whereas by a resolution imssed at the I*ntna session in December, 1938, 
the President of the All-India Muslim I,eague was authorised to adopt such 
course as may be necessary with a view to exploring the rossiWlity of a suitable 
alternative which would safeguard the interests of the Mussalmans and other 
minorities, the l^csidcnt, wiili the conference of the working committee, hereby 
appoint a committee of the following to examino various schemes already 

5 propounded by those who arc fully versed in the constitutional development of 
[ndia and other countries, and those that may bo submitted hereafter to the 
Itesident, and report to the working committee tlicir conclusions at an early date: 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Sir Hikandar Uyat Khan, Bycd Abdnl Aziz, Khnwaia 
Sir Nazimiiddin, Sir Alxlidia Haroon, Sardnr Aurangzcb Khan, Nawabzaoa 
Liaquatali Khan (Convenor).” 

States & Mnsllms 

Following is the text of the second resolution 

“In view of the set policy of Uie Congress and other Hindu organisations 
to achieve Hindu supremacy and their persistence in resorting to coercive and 
subversive methods in the Indian States, the Muslim League is gravely conccmecl 
with rear'd to the fate of Mussalmans in vaiioiis States and therefore earnestly 
advises them effectively to organise themselves forthwith in order to protect their 
liberties, rights and interests and asHurcs Uiem of its fullest support and assistance 
in the struggle.” 

The Secretary then made his rcjiort regarding his visit to C. P. in connection 
witlr tire Vldyamandir scheme which was rceordeil. The working committee resolved 
that as a result of Uic settlement Ipctwccn the C. P. Government and the Muslim 
League with rcgartl to the projioscd Vidyaniaiiilir scheme it notes with satisfaction 
that the 0. P. Muslims arc taking practical steps to advance Muslim education. 
It apiuials to every Mussalmaii to assist tho Association which is being formed 
for this par() 08 c. 


The All India Muslim League Council 

The Council of the All-India Muslim loagnc met .at new Delhi on IhcStb. April 
1030 under the urcsiilentshi]) of Mr. Af. A. Jinnah. llepresnnlativcB froni oil provinces 
were present. Mr. .linnali explained at wmsidornhlo length tlm imiplications of tho 
resolutions passed by the Working Ooinmitlco of the Ix^iin after its ValJia 
session and siiid that copies of I'inuir report on communal dislnrbancca ha«l been 
forwarded to the Viceroy and the (kmgress Govcrnincnts concerncrl. Tho liCogno 
now awaited the action on that report. In regard (o I’alostiiie, Mr. Jinnah advised 
the Council to defer further a<ptioii till tJic publication of the proposals by His 
Majesty’s Government and tho return of their own delegates from London. Mr. 
Jinnah* was glad to inform tho Council that Muslims iu the Indian States were 
rapidly orgaiiising themselves. In regard to Federation, he said that Uiere were 
several 8<(hcmcs in the field iiicludiiig that of dividing tho eountiy into Muslim 
and Hindu India. These schemes were Imfore the Committee whi(d» had been 
set up by the Working Committee of tho Tjcnguc. He assured the meeting that 
tho Committee was not iJcdgcd to any particular scheme. It would examine the 
whole question and prodneo a selieme. wliicli, Recording to the Committra, would 
be in tlie best interest of the Muslims of Indio, 

Prolonged discussion ensured on the work of tho Organisation Committee 
apiKiiutcd in the Punjab, Maulaua Zafar Ali, Mir Maqbul Mahmud, Mir liarkat 
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All wid Mir Ahnictl Shall parlicipalcd in the diBouBsioii. One iioint oE view waa 
that the Organising; Coiumitfoo \vii8_ not working as it should. Mir Maitlnil 
Maliniud explained that Uic Comniiucc Intd been alile to organise twenty district 
Leagues. Jle assured the meeting that tlio Muslims oi Uio Punjab were rapidly 
becoming Leagnc-inindisl. 

OtttiANISATION OF NATIONAf, OUABDS 

The meeting discusseil at iength tlio i>ro])Osni to oiganiso a National Guard 
on an All-ludhi basis. 

The Jiaja of Mahniudahad wanted a ooinmittce to work out tlic scheme. 

Afaulaita Zafar AH felt liiul tliu nicinlx.u's of the National Guard should be 

paid. 

Mr. Jinnah wantcxl that a Itogiuning be made with volunteer organisations 
in tlie provinces, wl uh might develop into a National Oinird. 

Nawab hmail Khun urged tliat the (iiianl should consist o£ educated iiersons 
and a coininittce was necessary to determine the |>eriu<l oE training and qualiiications 
of recruits. The Cuuiicit decided to ap)K>iut a coniiuittce. 

ncsolutiona—on Kajkot 

licsolutions relating to the situations in Rajkot, Jaipur and Ilydcrabtul were 
adopted by the Council. Tlu: re.solutioii on Itujkot runs ns follows:— 

“The Council of the All-India Muslim T.cague deidorcs Mr. Gandhi’s action 
in launching upon his fast in a matter of iolilical issue, involving, amongt 
others, the inclnshni of two Muslim reincsunlativus on tlic Jtajkot Constitiilioiml 
liofoims Committee, alrwuly nominated by the 'J'hakoro Balicb. lids Council 
eiuucstly urges upon the 'J'liakorc Bahcb and the Vicinoy, who lias thought fit to 
intervene as representing the I’avanionnt I’ower and tlicreliy has created a dangerous 
jirccedent, tiiut in no enso sliuuld these two Mussahuon members, wlio are tho 
truly ehoseu rcjircsciitaiivcs of tlic Mnssaliiians of .Rajkot now, be displaced by 
tlio nominees of Mr. Patel. The Council fiulhcr urges upon tho Mussulmans of 
Itajkot and the Muslim Council to do all in Uicir i>owcr to resist any change with 
regard to their rcpicscntation already declared, as Uie Muslim Lc^uo is of opinion 
that such change would be highly detrimental to the vital interests of lUjkot 
Muasalroans.” 

During the discussion of this resolution, Mr. Jinnah declared tliat ho was 
not in the coiiCdcuco of the Vh'croy and nothing which tho Viceroy hail said or 
done was in consultatioii with him. lie added Unit one end of the episode was 
tho award given by tlic CliicE .luslieo of India. “We must wait and sec what 
ballpens next”, he said. Mautana Zafar AH asserted timt Bujkot was a test ease 
and was bound to have rcpcrcubsion cverywlicrc in tlio Indian States. 

On Jaipur 

The resolution on Jaipur runs ns follows;— 

’’The Council is of o|iiiuoii (hat oiir Muslim brethren, who have migrated 
from Jaipur should be pcrsamhHl to rofiirn lo their Itoines ns it is in their own 
intei-cst to <lo so, and they slioiild not bo misled by miyouo who advised them to 
tlic contrary. The Council fully sympathlsi-B wiUi Uicir deeply wouiidcil feelings 
with regard to tlic firing, which lesnlUHl in loss of tiiid injury to many iiiiioi-cut 
people and will do cvciyiliing to Itclp them in pressing their ucmiuid." 

The resolution was moved by Uuulana Zafar AU, who cxphvincil the eircum- 
Btauces under which G.'JOU Muslims Itml migrated from Jaipur to Delhi. Jle said 
that die Muslim I.c(igiie was opposeil to this migration, wliich had cost tho Jaipur 
Muslims a good d>;al of money mid ijicoiiveniciiec. 

Mr. Ziaul Huq from Dcllii cx|>h«iiie)I that die migration was not undertaken 
by Jaipur Muslims at the inslaiiee ol die l,oague. lie informed the meeting 
diat the migrants were not prepared to go back to Jaipur us they sahl it would 
lie iq^aiust tho oath tbey had taken before leaving their homes. Furthcrnioro, 
dicy were not organiscu and many of them were not projiarcd to entrust their 
ease to the L«igue. 

Mr. Jinnah endorsed diis ixiint of view. Ho said that his own enquiries 
showed that the Jaipur hlusliius wore honclcssly ilisorgunisod and bad no leader 
to guide them. He urged dial ilio first tluiig to do wus to persuade them to go 
back to Jmpur and organise dtcmsclves under a leader. 
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On Hyderabad 

Tho roBoIiitions on Hydmbad were adopted without discussion. The rcsolu* 
tions run as follows:— 

“In view of the revolutionary unrest tiiat is stalking the land as a result of 
the intensive propaganda launched by tho ‘National’ Congress and its henchmen 
to establish Hinau hegemony all over Indio, in utter disr^ard of the just and 
natural aspirations of Indian Mussalmans, this Council trusts that while given 
the fullest protection to the Mussalmans of the Deccan who constitute the main 
strength of Islam in His Exalted Highness’ Dominions, His Exalted Highness’ 
Government will provide for adequate re)»ro8oiitation for the millions of Depressed 
Classes in the impending scheme of Constitutional llcforms and take enective 
steps to emancipate these voiceless millions from the boudfu;c of the high caste 
Hindus, who Imvc hitherto niono|K)lisud all mlministrativo and educative ][)ower 
in tlio rural areas throughout Uic Dominions. 

'“rhis Council views with grave alarm the united onslaught of tho Arya 
Hamajists, tlie Hindu Mahasabhaites and tlieir Congress friends on His ExaltM 
Highness’ Dominion, on the unreal pretext that Hindu religion and Hindu civil 
liberty are in danger of extinction in those Daminions. Tlie Council is firmly of 
the opinion tliat the indefensible policy of tho Paramount Power in refusiug to stop 
this subversive movement in British India agiunst His Exalted Highness the 
Nizam, who is tlicir ‘faithful ally’, has already resulted and will go on resulting 
in an inler(X>mm\inal clash for which live main responsibility lies on Us shoulders. 

“In view of the fact tliat Mr. Gandhi’s direct interference in tho nfiairs of the 
Indiim Btates has fur Us main object tho total extinction of tho sovereign preroga¬ 
tives of the Indian Kulers and the uvorlordship of the Congress-ridden majority, 
the popular front, which is overwhelmingly llinda as evidenced by the Eajkot 
episode and oUior atrocities of the Congress in Indian Htates, the Council urges 
upon Jlis Exalted Higlmcss’ (hrvernment not to recognise outside agencies. It 
furUicr emphatically «dls upon the British Government to stop their mischievous 
and diuigerous activities as tlicy ore alrcaily creating <g>mmnDal tension and 
hatred and must lead to serious and disastrous consequences.’’ 


Delhi Provincial Muslim League Conference 

“In the welter of present day politics, one thing stands out clear, namely, 
that Mussalmans are determined to lead a life of equal portnersbip and not of 
subordination,” declared the Raja Bahih of Mahmudabad in his presidential 
address at the First Delhi I’rovincial Muslim League Political Conforeuce, 
held at New Delhi on the Sth. April 1989. 

I’roceoding, the Baja said that to the Mnssalmaus the whole question presen¬ 
ted itself not as how the country would be governed but how they would five iu 
India. ‘‘Tho altornativos to tho Fudoration have, therefore, no more academic 
interest to them. These alternatives touch the very fundamentals of their political 
existence.” The Baja Saliib referred to Uio plan formulated by tho late Sir 
Mohammed I<ibal tlie fumlamciitid weakness of which, according to tho Baja, 
was that it left out of account tho fate of the Mussalmans scattcrod in the 
provinces whore the Hindus hap|)cnod to be in the majority. “That scheme does 
not take note of Bengal, 1 ryderaba<l, Uhopal tuid other Muslim States.” He added: 
,‘There is the more recent scheme of dividing India into cultural zones of Hindus 
and Mnsaolmaus. The basic idea underlying the scheme is coucoutniting cultura¬ 
lly homogeneous people into separate homelands, Btates and euritous. It takes 
stock of the iwosent day conditions of tho whole Muslim ix>pulatioii in India and 
by assigning to tliem certain areas where they will bo invited to migrate volun¬ 
tarily leaves the rest of tho country to Hindus. The Ttaja Sahib next referred 
to tho agitation in tho Hyderabad Btiitc and e.aid that the pace of reforms could 
not be forced by outside interference. He tlicn criticised “the misrule in Congress 
provinces” and paid a tribute to “our brave brethren fighting British Imperia- 
lim in Palosfine.” In conclusion ho exhorted Mussalmans to organise themselves 
under tho banner of the League, 

Resolutions 

The first resolution dealt with Muslim reproseutatiou in local bodies in the 
Delhi province where it was stated, tho representation was very low. 
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The Conference appealed to tlte Mnelima, in view of their economic and finan- 
eial condition, to use swadcshi cloth and other orticlee, and csi)ecially to give pro* 
ferenco to goods produced by Muslims. 

The Conference condemned “the repressive policy of Congress Ministries to* 
wards Muslims and other minor communities.” In this connection, special reference 
was made to the actions of the Governments of the U. P., 0. P., and Bihar. 

Finally, it was lesolvod that tlie “Government of India Act 193.o is incomplete” 
and that the All-India Muslim ljC4igue bo asked to prepare a preferable Constitu¬ 
tion, which would safeguard the rights of Muslims. 

Resolutions regarding Hyderabad and Jaipur were also moved at the night sitting. 

Bengal Provincial Muslim League Committee 

An appeal to all Muslims to organise tlicmselves under the banner of the All 
India Muslim Liaguo was made by llic hoii. Mr. A. AT. Fazlul Bug, Chief Minister 
of Bengal, presiding over the inaugural session of tlic Council (General Committee) 
of the Bengal Provincial Muslim Ixtague held at Calcutta on the Sth, April 1039. 

Mr. Jluo complained tliat all the loaders of the Muslim community through¬ 
out India had dadared that the Muslim} not only got no justice at the hands of 
the Congress Governments, luit that tlicir legitimate iutoi'csts were generally ignored 
and often Siicriiiccd to suit the couvciiicnce of the majority community. It was not 
suggested, Mr. Hiiq added, tliat the Ministries themselves hod been guilty of ‘atro¬ 
cities’, but the fact remaiued tliat the Hindus hiul been encouraged to commit 
‘untold atrocities’ on Muslims and tu <‘ommit Uio most unprovoked assault on their 
religion and ciiltiirc, and the Hindu Congress Guvcirimcuts had not been able to 
protect the Muslim minorities in their province. 

The boa. Mr. B. S, Suhrawardy, Minister for Ijnbonr, said that the Muslim 
T.cagQC offered u platform to all those who believed in justice and fairplay to all. Ilo 
declared that it was iiiitierativc that the Hindus and the Muslims must work to¬ 
gether for the attain mciit of that nalionai indciieudcnco which must bo thmr gc^. 
If the Congress, in pursuance of a vain idiiai, refused to co-operate with tho 
Muslims, he said there was no reason why Uicy siiould not refuse co-oiieration widi 
those non Muslims wlie liclicved iti Uicjr principles. The Muslim Ijcaguc, ho ex¬ 
plained, was not anIi-J iiinlu and he considered it their duty and the duty of Ml 
true Muslim Ijoadcrs to see tho cooiicration of non-Muslim elements. 

“Under no circiimstaiic.es sltoulil tlio ({nverinnent recognise the Congress as 
a national organisation reprcseiPiiig tho various coin muni tics of India”. 'Jnis was 
tho opinion c.x|)rcssed Iiy the Commitlec of tJic I.eaguc, which concluded its 
deliberations on the Olli. April. According to tiie Committee, the Congress was a 
“communal orgnnisatiou inimical to Muslim iiitorcsts.” 

The (lomiiiittec declared (hat in matters concerning the Muslims, the Govern¬ 
ment should always be guided liy the opinion of tlio Muslim League “us the sole 
and accredited jopvcseutativo of the Muslim community.” 

The meeting stressed “the need for proloctiug and promoting the Urdu 
language and script in Bengal, and for securing for Muslims S{)ecial quarters 
in municipal areas and fuleqiiato civic amenities.” A Coromittco was formed to 
raise a fund of one lakli to carry on tiic work of tlio Ixatgue on sound lines. 

The hon. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Bag was elwUsl I’rcsident. The Nawab Bahadur 
of Ihu'ca, Maulaiia Akrain Kliaii, Mr. M. A. Jspaliuni, (Sir Adnmjce Hajl Dawood, 
and Maiilaiia llahul Amin were elected Vicc-l’icsideiits and the hon. Mr. H, B. 
Suhrawardy, Secretary, 


Bombay Muslim League Conference 

A stern warning to tlie British Government that they would bo making a 
very great mistake if they thought that Uioy could settle tlie Federation issue 
with the Congress, Ictrviiig out tliO' Muslim Isuigiie, was given by Mr. M. A, 
Jinnah, President of the All-India Muslim League, inaugurating the Bombay 
Provincial Mustim League Coufcreiico held at Bholapur on the Gtb. Hay 1989, 
He declarml tliat in such a case the Muslim Ijcague would fight Feoeratioa 
alone and make it impossililc. 

In this connoetion, Mr. Jiniinh pointed out that Muslims were prepared tor 
greater sacrifices, as he had a feeling that the Congress would ultimately join 
48 
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Federation. It was curioas, he stated, that Mr. Gandhi has not uttered a word 
about Federation in recent months, which was a significant fact. Mr. Jinnah 
reiterated the Muslim League’s policy vU-a-via the Indian States as one of non* 
intervention. But, he declared, if the Congress continued, in cx)ntravention of its 
resolutions, to interfere in the Indian States, then tlio Muslim League would also 
be compiled to interfere, in ordec. to protect Muslim interests in the States. Mr. 
Jinnah traced at length tlie history of the recent growth of the Muslim League 
organisation and expressed gratification at its present strength. He stated t^t it 
had been proved that the Congress High Command did not want Muslims to 
collaborate or co-operate with them as thdr equals and partners \ they wanted 
Muslims to be their henchmen. Every action of the Congress High Command, 
whether inside or outside the Legislatures, was directed to crush and divide the 
Muslims. Mr. Jinnah cited the instances of the Bombay Municipal Amendment 
Act and the District Iiocal Boards Act which, ho stud, were deliberately enacted 
to injure Muslim interests. Itefcrriug to the llajkot aifair, Mr. Jinnah said that 
it had proved his worst apprehensions Utat Mr. Gandhi wauled Muslims to stay 
as his henchmen which they would never do. Mr. Jinnah severely criticised Mr, 
Gandhi’s proposal of conditional rn]>rescntaUun of the Muslims on the lloforms 
Committee and said, “It is a pruiostd which I would feel ashamed to oifer to the 
Hindus.” Mr. Jinnah concludeil with die advice, “in dillicultics do not despair, 
in victory do not lose your hctid.” 

Slit SrKANDKB Hyat Khan’s Addkbss 

In the course of his I’rcsidcntiai address Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, I’unjab 
Premier, said 

“liCt us, ladies and gentlemen, look round and survey the events of con¬ 
temporary history. It would sullicc for our present purpose to begin with the 
introduction of the new constitution in India. The experience in the Provinces 
during the past two years has conclusively shown tlmt some of the basic principles 
incoiqiorated in the new constitution after ]>rotraotcd deliberations are already 
almost completely inoperative. The so-called “safcguanls”, on the imjwtance of 
which much stress was laid by tlie framers of the Government of India Act, have 
cither been completely circnmventwl or proved incflective in actual working. 'To 
me this development has not come as a surprise as it was clearly predicted by me 
in the report of the Punjab Reforms Committee nearly a decade ago. Bimilarly, 
the expectation that the minority communities would find cliec.tivc representation 
in the various provincial Cabinets has, except in a few non-Coimress provinces, 
remained merely a pious wisli. In the Punjab also, about which 1 can s^ieak with 
autboiity, 1 could have excluded tliese elements from the Cahinct without 
violatiug the canons of democriwy, since my Party was returned to Hie Assembly 
in a clear and working majority. The interests of my province and the country 
as a whole, however, demanaed that I should endeavour to accommodate all those 
imixirtant minority interests which liad a stake in the province and were prepared 
to work with us: and the result has amply justified the step and hivs been 
achieved without detracting from the basic jirinciplo of joint resiionsibility. 
Moreover, the success of tlie Punjab cxneriiucnt indicates that much of the present 
communal bitterness and tension which unfortunately prevail in cortniu other 
parts of India wnld have been avuidol if tlicy had adopted a similar attitude 
towards the minorities. IiichlonUlly, the babmeed eonstrncUve achievement of tlie 
Punjab, during the short sjian of two years, in Uio ei'onomic and other spheres 
can be mainly attributccl to the judicious combination of the various interests in the 
Cabinet. Another disqtdetiiig feature wliicJi hiis prominently come into rolM in these 
few_ months is the divngcr of inlcrfcrcnee by one or more units in tbe internal 
affairs of otlier units. Wliilo tins could partly bo attributed to the iiiclfcctivcncss 
of the saf^uards. it is primarily due to a short-sighted and wliolly unjustifiable 
coiiceptioii of ihe rights and duties of tlie vurious miils under the scheme of the 
Indian Constitution. This aggressive tendency has not unnaturally aroused serious 
apprehensions among the prospective constituents of the future Federation of 
India.” 

“Ladies and gentlemen, there are ominous indications that the ideology and 
the tactics of the dictators in Eurojic are being imbibed by some influential 
Congress leaders, though the weapons employed by them are, of necessity, of a 
^Ufferent character. The now constitution ofi'ered a unique opportunity of service 
the masses and our motherland, and if all the parties which bad secured tbe 
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confidence of the majority of the provincial electorates had been allowed to apply 
themselves to this task with true constructive patriotism and vision, in a spirit 
of live and let live, unimpeded by outside dictation, India would have been 
nearer to-day than ever before to her legitimately claimed status amongst the 
nations of the world. Angels, however, are proverbially jealous ; and it is a 
great misfortune that in the flush of newly-gained power the Executive of the 
Congress should have consciously or unconsciously discarded the ideals of 
democracy and service for the glamorous but dangerous precepts and methods of 
Hitler and Mussolini which otherwise they are never tired or denouncing in their 
public statements. The results have been most ominous, and it seems that the 
Congress is dangerously heading towards the ideal of a totalitarian State. If the 
energy spent in trying to coerce the Indian States had been applied towards 
the solution of outstanding problems which are vital to the ordered progress 
of our country, India would have been several steps nearer her goal and the 
Congress a notch higher in public estimation. After all, an honourable and 
just solution of the communal question would be far more profitable to the 
country, as also to the majority community, than the doubtful pastime of baiting 
the minorities and the Indian States; and incidentally it might also secure for 
the Congress, in an honourable and straightforward manner, what it is so 
stienuously striving to gain by devious and back-door methods. Thus the 
opportunities offered by the new constitution of winning the confidence of the 
ndnorities have been callously and deliberately allowed to slip, and a very short¬ 
sighted policy of outside interference in the internal affairs of the States, and 
studied indifference to the interests of the various minority communities in 
British India, has been initiated instead. The so-called non-violent and peaceful 
methods of penetration into the Indian States, in the name of nationalism or 
under the pretext of vindicating religious rights, are too transparent to deceive 
fair-minded public opinion in and outside the country. The legitimate claim of 
depressed classes to be recognized as a distinct community with specific rights 
has been feverishly opposed by the very class which is responsible for their 
present plight lest the present Hindu majority be thereby reduced to a minority. 
Similarly, hectic bu'. abortive attempts have been made to create dissension among 
Muslims,’by fair mea;iS or foul, under the guise of the Mass Contact movement. 
These attempts backed by vast finamiM resources—thanks to the munificence of 
the accommoda ing capitalists—lend colour to the belief that they are meant 
merely to subjugate these classes in order to perpetuate the domination of a 
communal oligarchy. Such unpatriotic and shortsighted attempts on the part of 
a section of our fellow-countrymen to undermine the position of the Mussalmans 
and other minorities, by trying to create rifts in their ranks, instead of seeking 
an honourable settlement on terms of equality with the accredited representatives 
of the Mussalmans and other minorities, can result only in widening the gulf, 
instead of bridging it, w'hich should be the duty of every patriotic Indian.” 

“This, in a nutshell, is a review of the political situation in which we find 
ourselves to-day. The atmosphere in the country is surcharged with suspicion 
and mistrust. Communal strife and bitterness are rampant in various parts of 
India. There is a feeling of insecurity among the minorities which are seriously 
apprehensive of their future. Relations between British Indian units and the 
Indian States are far from healthy, and both the minorities and the States suspect 
the Congress party of sinister designs to annihilate or subjugate them. Unfortu¬ 
nately, recent events provide ample justification of such misgivings and 
forebodings. 

“The aforesaid review of the political trend in the country has confronted 
the 90 million Mussalmans of India with one vital question. Are we content to 
lose our identity and to he relegated to the position of political pariahs: or 
do we want to live in this country as a free and self-respecting people? There 
could be only one reply to this question from the Mussalmans, consistent with 
the traditions of Islam and our history, and that reply has already been given 
in clear and unequivocal terms by our distinguished leader Mr. Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah. And it is this, as in the past so also in the fuiure, the Mussalmans are 
prepared to fight shoulder to shoulder as equal and self-respecting partners with 
their felloweountrymen for the political emancipation of their motherland. But 
they cannot and will not play the role of campfol lowers whatever may happen. 
In this resolve we stand unshaken and united, and if we are denied our birth¬ 
right to live as free and self-respecting people, let me declare with all the 
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emphasis that I can command that the Mussalmans will not consider any sacrifice 
too great to achieve this end. Let me also warn you that you must be prepared 
to fight your battles alone. It would be foolish and futile to rely on or expect 
help from any other quarter whatsoever. That age-old and hackneyed axiom 
“God helps those who help themselves” is as true to-day as ever, and the recent 
events in India and elsewhere have once again brought home to us the truth 
of this adage. Eemember that to a Muslim his religion, his culture and his 
self-respct are even dearer than his life and if, God forbid, any one of these 
cherished possessions is threatened, he shall defend it even if he has to 
fight with his back to the wall. So be prepared under the banner of the 
Muslim League, with ill-will towards none, but determined to safeguard this 
precious heritage on which depends the very existence of the Muslim community.” 

‘‘The recent sinister change in the attil.ude of the Congress towards the 
Indian States made it incumbent for the Muslims in British India to define 
their attitude in this matter. This has already been done by the Working 
Committee and the Council of the All-India Muslim League. It will be seen 
from the I’esolution recently passed by the Working Committee at Meerut and 
subsequently endorsed by the Council of the League, that while the Muslim 
League is in full sympathy with the people of the Indian States in their genuine 
aspiration for political advance and for the removal of their legitimate grievances, 
it strongly deprecates the coercive methods adopted by the Congress to browbeat 
the smaller States and to engender disaffection and unrest in some of the bigg r 
ones. This short-sighted reorientation of the Congress policy towards the States cannot 
be too severely condemned, as it must inevitably result in creating a spirit of suspi¬ 
cion and hostility among the Indian States against British Indian units and must 
eventually militate against the ordered progress of India. From whatever angle one 
may examine this bellicose attitude of the Congress, it is difficult to escape the con¬ 
clusion that this sinister move, which has been initiated with the ostensible object of 
helping the people of these States, is in essence an attempt to secure undisputed 
supremacy of the Congress in the federal sphere as also in it various components. 
What new factor accounts for this significant change in the Congress attitude ? The 
answer is not far to seek, and the fact remains that the cha ige came about when 
the Congress secured a majority in various provinces and ileoided to “wreck” the 
constitution in the provincial sphere. Apparently they have now decided to repeat 
their “wrecking” tactics in the federal sphere also and for this pur; ose must secure 
a majority by fair means or foul at the centre. Comment is unnecjssary, 

“This brings me to the recent agitation against the Hyderabad State. Let me 
make it clear at the very outset that we stand for the fullest possible freedom in 
religious matters consistently with due respect for the legitimate susceptibilities of 
others, and if the non-Muslims of Hyderabad approach their government in a consti¬ 
tutional manner for the redress of their legitimate grievances, if any, they will have 
our whole-hearted sympathy. Moreover, the traditional tolerance and magnanimity 
of the exalted ruler of Hyderabad and the enlightened far-sightedness of the 
Hyderabad Government are to my mind the surest guarantee that no genuine 
grievance of Hyderabad subjects can remain unredressed if it is brought to the 
notice of the administration in a constitutional manner. But the way in which an 
organised subversive movement is being engineered in and directed from British 
India against this premier State in India, which is the repository of some of the best 
features of Islamic and Indian culture, makes one suspect that it may be a concer¬ 
ted move in pursuance of that very sinister policy whion aims at subduing the various 
units to the will of the majority community. It is significant that the agitation 
against the Hyderabad State was originally started by an unholy alliance between 
the twin organisations of the Congress ana the Hindu Mahasabha. Later, I under¬ 
stand, in order to escape the charge of communalism the Congress announced its 
withdrawal from the field and left it to the Mahasabha to carry on the agitation.” 

Speaking on Federation, Sir Sikandar stated that the following points would 
make the scheme acceptable 

“(a) That it secures to India the unfettered right of rising to its full political 
stature. 

“(b) That the autonomy and the integrity of the units is effectively guaran¬ 
teed and that neither the Centre nor any unit or any outside subversive movement 
shall be allowed to interfere with the internal autonomy and the integrity of indi¬ 
vidual units. 
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“(c) That the financial pTOvisiona of tho proiiosod Federation shall leave free 
scope for the development of the units mid of their resources unhampered from 
pressure or discrimination from the Centre. 

“(d) That important minorities and interests in the country shall be effectively 
guaranteed the fullest possible protection and unhampered development of their 
political and cultural rights, and their duo share in the governance and the ad¬ 
ministration of tlio country. 

“(e) That the powers of the Centre shall be confined to a few essential sub¬ 
jects and functions and that tho residue shall vest either in the individual units or 
groups of units as they may desire.” 

Bpeaking on Palestine, Bir Bikaiuhur said: 

“Ladies aud_ gentlemen, the question of I’alcstino continues, as you are aware, 
to exercise the minds of the Mussalmans. It has been receiving constant attention 
from tlie All India Muslim League and its executive. It was decided at the last 
meeting of tho Couniil to defer a further pronouneement on the subject ])cnding 
the return of our representatives from Europe. They have now returned, and their 
services to the cause entitle them to our gratitude. No satisfactory settlement 
appemrs vet to have been reaehal. It would be Uie reverse of wisdom and fairplay 
if British statesmanship falls to rise to the occasion and do justice to the Arabs. 
A Mr and just decision in this matter would not only please tne 90 million Mnsal- 
mans of India, but sliould go a long way in swaying the goodwill of the Musid- 
mans of the world. Moreover, in tho settlement of this question the bonafidea of 
British professions regarding the right of 8clf-de(ermination for smaller nations 
aro on trial. La<lics and gciitlcineii, the Muslim fjeague has in unmistakable terms 
given expression to (he feelings of the Miisnlmaiis in this matter and both Mr. 
Jinnah and I have also been apiirisiiig from lime to time, die authorities concerned 
in this country of tho gravity of the sitmUiuu, tuid the deptii of the feeling of the 
Musalmans over this question.” In conclusion, Bir Bikanilar said : 

“Ladies and gentlemen, I have freely mid frankly placal before you my views, 
for all they are wortli. Tho ultimate deidsion in the vital All-India matters affect¬ 
ing tlie Muslims must rest with the Mussulmnns and with their only accredited 
organisation in India—tlie All India Muslim Ixioguc. Our patli is strewn with 
obstacles. Our diflieultics and limitations are ciiormons. But 1 am an optimist, 
and as a Mussalman, I have faith in La Tanquatoo min Raimaiillah, I have faith 
in the destiny of the Musalmans and I feel confident tliat with tolerance, sclf-rcs- 
pcet and patriotism, the three great Islnmic principles ns our guide, and with faith 
in an All-Wise and Merciful I’rovidciK* as our bed-rock, we Mussalmans sliall 
never bo vanquished, and that, Go«l willing, our future sliall bo worthy of our groat 
traditions.” 


The Jamiat-ul-Ulema-i-Hind Conference 

Annual Session—New Delhi—3rd to 6th. March 1939 
The Welcome Address 

The attention of the Ulemas was drawn to the “critical situation” throujdi 
which the Muslims of India are passing in the struggle for freedom by Dr. Shauka- 
tullah Shah Amtari, Chairman of the Koception Committee in his address at tho an¬ 
nual Bcsion of the Jamnit-ul-Ulcma-i-Hiiid Conference, which opened at New Delhi on 
the 8rd. Mareh 1939. Over ten thousand persons, including a large number of Ulemas 
and six hundred deU^ates from all over India attended tlio session. 

Tracing the origin of the Balkan, Khilafat and Non-co-operation Movements, Dr. 
Bhaukatullah Shah said that die seeds of the Jamoit were sown in Delhi for 
purpose of solving not only the dicological problems, but for oiganising the collective 
life of the Muslims in all its aspects. lie reminded the anoience that they were 
meeting at a place where the memory of the socrificKi of the lato Maulana Bndktd- 
Uind. Hakim Ajmal Khan, Maulana Mohamed All and Dr. Ansari was still cherished. 
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Following in Uic footsteps of these torchbearers, not only the Ulemas but the Muslim 
masses plunged into uie political movements of Imlia. Dr. Bhaukatullah next 
referred to the movement for ficcdom in Yeman, Iraq, Hyria and Palestine, where 
the Western powers were trying to continue tluar domination. Japan was not lagging 
behind, but Chinese Muslims were iightiiig shoulder to shoulder with their country¬ 
men to keep their independence intact. Orilicisiiig British policy in India, Dr. 
Bhaukatiillw asked Muslims to play a ' deiasivo” role in the country. He regretted 
that the Muslim community in India to-day was divided into classes and factions 
which had resulted in creating sharp divisions lioth sotdal and political and diis 
situation was being exploited by interested parties. 'ITio best way to fight commima- 
lism was, he added, not to keep aloof from the Congress but to participate in its 
activities. Dr. Bhaukatullah laid special emphasis on tlie I’alestine situation, and 
stud that it was the immediate task of all Muslims in India to bring the pressure 
of their opinion to bear on England. The speaker placed constructive plans before 
the audience, such as, adult education, the oiicning of night schools and the estab¬ 
lishment of co-o]ierative societies. 

The Presidential Address 


After Dr. Bhaukat Ansari had read his address, Jfaulana Af>ul Hugue Madani 
of Moradabad, President of the Bession, B|>okc. Maulana Madani cmjihasiscd the 
supreme need of tlie Jamiat assuming direct resiKinsibility of organising Muslims for 
the protection of their religious and cultural rights, especially their personal law. 
In this connection, he asked for the establishment of courts to be presided over by 
QfiUB. Ho regretted that owing to lack of support in tlie Central Assembly to Mr. 
M(Ad. Ahmed Kazimi’s Divorce Bill, the measure ns it had emerged was not as 
effective as it was intended to be. 'j'ho Maulana feared that tliis legislation, like the 
Barda Act would remain a ‘‘dead letter”. Maulana Madani criticised tlie Wardha 
and the Yulya Mandir schemes, ciiictly on the ground tliat they had totally ignored 
religious education. As regards a common language mid script for the country, ho 
deplored tiie tendency to unnecessarily revive tlie use of Sanskrit words in the 
“Hindustani” language which whs being evolved. Wbilo appreciating the efforts of 
the Congress High Command to diseountcimnco this tendency, he accused certain 
Confess Govcmmeiits of not putting an effective check ou it. Proceeding, Maulana 
Madani expressed his uncompromising opiKisition to the Fetlcral Bcliemo as embodied 
in the Government of India Act and susi>cctcil that it was a device to tighten fore¬ 
ign control over Indian affairs. It was a great satisfaction to him to find that 
people of all shades of opinion were one in opposing it. As regards the situation in 
Palestine, Maulana Madani said tlint Induin Muslims could otibctivcly contribute to 
the solution of this all important problem, only if they first shook off the foreign 
yoke. In conclusion, he strongly criticised Uio policy of Uio U. P. Government in 
imposing conditions ou the public recital of Modhe Btuiava by Bunui Muslims. 

Resolutions 


Several resolutions were passed by the conference on the next following days. 
One of Ihcm urged uncompromising opixisition to the Federal scheme em¬ 
bodied in the Government of India Act, and appealed to the various political 
organisations to offer a joint front against it. 

fhillilraent of the Arab demands for the constitution of Palestine into a self- 
governing State and the complete stoppage of Jewish immigration was urged in 
uie next resolution. 

The Jamiat expressed grave concern at the increasing number of communal riots, 
and apiicalod to all concerned to adopt all ixissiblo measures to put an end to them. 

It farther demanded that, in view of the fact that Moslems were dissatisfied 
with the treatment meted out to them in certain ]>rovincc8, the Congress should 
appoint a nou-official Committee, including rejircscntativcs of the Jamiat, to make 
an enquiry into their grievances and redress them, if necessary. 

The Jamiat regretted the non-inclusion of any Muslim in the Industrial Plan¬ 
ning Committee appointed by the Congress President and feared that this m^ht 
result in injury to Moslem interests. 

The Jamiat condemned the firing on Moslems in Jaipur and urged the uncon 
ditional release of those arrested. 

Finally, a protest was made against the increasing use of Sanskrit words in 
the Hindustani language. The Jamiat pointed out that this tendency, if not dis 
conraged, would lead to further suspicions among Moslems against the Congress. 



The Bengal Hindu Mahashabha Conference 

Eighth Session—Khulna—17th. to 18th. February 1939 

The Presidential Address 

_ The complete re^ntal of the orij^nl song of Bande Maiaram as composed by 
Its author, Baukira Chautlro, marked the oiHSuing of the 8th session of the Bengal 
Ifindiisabha Ounferciiec wMcli O|ioiic<l at Kfiitliia on the 17th. February 1939. Among 
those who were present on the dais were l)r. B. S. Moonje, Dr. Miss Savitn 
Devi, Dr. Buniti Kumar Chatterjee, Mr. Makhan I.al Ben, Mr. Sanat Kumar 
lioy Chondhury aiid the Chairman of the lleitcption Committee, Sj. Bankim 
Chandra Bhattacharjcc. In the course of bis ])residenlial address, Mr. Vinayak 
Bamodar Savarkar, tlio Vrcsideut of the session said ;— 

“I hope none of you will expect me to advance any r^sons for 
assuming this Uuu. it is now clear tliat our Moslem brethren in Intlia 
do not want to lie united into a common nation with lliudns.” Bccanso, said he, 
every day tliat had passctl, every attempt on the part of the Congress to poliate 
them and to give them more and more vanumu [mint had lutherto helped to widen 
the cleavage between tlic Mindns and Msdiomislans. If, for instaneo, the question of 
language was taken, it was apparent tiuit only 10 years ago or say five years ago 
there was only one language in Bengal, Tiinguislically Bengal was more united 
than suiy otlier provinee in Indiii. But now attempts were being ojicnly made by 
tlio Moslem Leai'iie to the cflutd that Urdu alone should bo tlic national language 
of India. Attempts were also licing made to have history and other text books 
written in half Bengali and half Urdu scripts. It was a curious notion about meet¬ 
ing laiiguagcs I Could tlicru be unity In religion and rime unless imily was achieved 
in individual life. 

If what was being attemiitcd by the Moslem League in unifying Bengali and 
Uriln would be sueecssfnl, said Mr. Bavarkar sarcnsticnlly, it would bo possible for 
a man to appear covering bis one leg in trouser and iJio otlior in Dhoti, But, said 
he, even a resolution suggesting such national dress was adopted by them ana was 
sent forward to the Moslem League ho was sure it woidd not find favour with the 
League which would coutiiiiic “ligiiting” until there wore trousers for bolh legs. 
Tills w'as simply bciiausc tlie League was dclcrmiacd to form a nation in India. 
Not a Maulavi or Maiduna licrc and tlicro but a rcsjionsible body like the Moslem 
League and a leader like Mr. .fimmh were of the oi>inion,that India was to bo 
divided into a Moslem Federated India ami a iiindu Federated India. To divide 
iJio motherland, wondered lie, in whoso iiiter»»it they had fought for generations 
and shed tlieir blood. Was it not futile to talk of compromise with them after sueh 
statements liad been made ? They, ho knew, would never tolerate any such division 
of the motherland but let tlicm rcali/.c it fidly that Moslems were determined to 
form themselves into a nation apart from the Hindus, linguistically, religiously, 
politically and provincially. That was the clear thing tliat the Hindus must take 
it for granted for at least nnotlier lUO years to come, 

If the Congress loliey continued there would be unity but the result of it 
would bo that wilii the one hand whatever rights the Jiimlns would wrest from the 
Itritisli, they would liavc to part with tliem in anotlmr hand to the Muslims. The 
Hindus would have to remain merely us heluls in the connti^. 

Was it not a fact, asked Mr. Savarkar, tliat in provinces like Bengal, 
Frontier, Sind and even in a province like tlio U. 1‘. whore the Hindus were 
in majority were faring umlcr the Congress Covornment worse than tliey did 
before the t’rovincial Autonomy was inaugurated. Kven after following such a 
policy had the Congress succocilod in satisfying the Muslims more thim they did 
ST jyears before ? No. They did not. It was tlio Congress which was trying to 
be Iricndly to tlie Moslems. But could he ask at whoso cost ? 
Was it not at the cost of Uic Hindus ? But even then was it not a 
fact that to-day if the Mnsliras hated anything most it was the Congress? 
When the Muslims brought aeciisation, said Mr. Savarkar. one by one the Bombay 
Oovernment, the C. P. Government, and the Bihur Govcriimont issued statements 
trying to prove that they so for it lay in their imwer they were friendly wi^ 
the Muslims, 
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In Bihar the Congress Oovemment tried to disprove the Muslim allegations 
telling that although the Muslima wore only 12 per cent of the total popula¬ 
tion the Muslims had been given 20 per cent posts of Deputy Collectors, 28 per 
cent of posts of Education Department, 41 per cent in local holies and all 
these were in defence of the Congress Government policy. The Congress was 
anxious to move that the Indian National Congress were dealing with all 
equally and that they had not done any injustice to the Muslims. That they 
bad not done so was no doubt a fact. But the Congress being a national 
institution and the Ministers being returned by Hindu votes, did it not follow 
that by being friendly towards the Muslims to such an extent they had Wn 
in equal proportion unjust to the Hindnsf Was it nationalism to give more 
to anybody simply because he belonged to another community. 

Referring to the U. 1'.. Mr. Savarkar said that it was decided by the 
Government there to stop all music during Mohumim festival because it was 
a mourning alfair with the Muslims, no matter whether it was the music of 
any Hindu marriage festival or anything else. Not only that, oven the blowing 
of conch-shells had to be banned-conch-shells which formed such an intw?^ 
part in the Hindu daily household religions ceremony—conch-shells which were 
not under ban even by the Britishers. Even bells could not be rung in Hindu 
temples towards evening (shame). Remember, said Mr. Savarkar, he was not 
telling all those but the Congress which was of the opinion that the Hindu Sabha 
was a communal organisation. The most surprising tiling was that the Congress 
Minister was tolling all these things as if they were acts of merit. Was this 
asked he, in justification of a national iiolhy? If there was to be no music 
before the mosque and if prayer was to be conducted undisturbed it should be 
done in the way the Hindu Sadhus performed tiicir ‘Samadhi’ by resorting to 
forests away from human habitation. Would it be conewlod to a Hindu Sadhu 
if he went to a Ba/Ar and asked all noise and disturbances to bo silenced 
because he was to perform his prayer Uicro? Wlmt would the Moslems say 
in reply to sncJi a request by a liindn Binlhu? 

In view of all this, ho tiiought that the liindu Mahasabha was not at all 
required to prove the aticusation tliat it was hurling against the Congress. Mr. 
Savarkar admitted that tiie Cougressracii were honest, they were patriotic but the 
policy that they wore now pursuing was deteriorating day by day and was only 
anti-Hindu and anti-national. On these two ixiints he condemned the Congress 
policy. However he wished that the Congress would give up this iwlicy, and 
sooner they did it the better for all. If the national jiolicy was to be like 
that then ho shoidd like the day coming soon when ho would urge every 
Hindu to be a bit iin-uational. So far he was concerned he could say that 
what was gooil for the Hindus was his nationalism. 

The Hindus, proceeding said Mr. Savarkar, were the only people who 
cared more for the justice of mankind than asking for justice for their own 
community. They were peihaps the only people anxious for saving tiie lives of ants 
tiian the lives of their mothers and sisters. This had been the curse of the Hindus all 
along. Rcferi'ing to tiio province of Bengal, Mr. Savakar said that ho had often 
been asked as to what was the solution of tiie problem brought about in this 
province. What was the best way to solve their difticultios? He however knew 
only one way and that way was very simjdc and Jio knew it was most effec¬ 
tive. He would like to request his Hindu friends-if they wanted to follow the 
one way he coidd give direc.tion—the way wliich was most straightforward. 
It was that they must take interest in Hindu politics, they must organise the 
Hindus of the province in a way that they looked to tiic interest of the Hindus. 
Their only duty would be to try to safeguard the Hindu interest. 

Mr, G. B. Panth had been returned to tiie Assembly only by Hindu votes 
but by following a imlicy of which he had given ample instances. Mr. Panth wl« 
trying to prove that his was the policy of a nationalist. If in future they wer® to 
return to the Assembly a Hindu they must take care to ascertain that tnat-pa M- 
cular candidate was ready to defend the Hindu interests. Such a Hiudu wV^* 
elected a Minister in the U. P. and accused by the Muslims would at once ask the 
Muslim accusers as to their strength iu the province. Ho would be told that it 
was 13 p. c. of the total population but bd-ause they wore Muslims they demanded 
14 p. 0 . of the pnvileges. In reply to such a demand the Hindu Minister would 
say that his nationalism was somewhat different from that of the Congress, He had 
been returned to the Assembly only by Hindu votes and in the circumstances it 
was ten times his duty to safeguard the just Hindu rights and privil^es. 
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Mr. Bavarkar then proceeded to discues the Bannn raids and kidnappings and 
lusdnlaincd tlmt if there was such a ha]>pcaing in Maharastra under a Hindu minis¬ 
ter it would bo bis duty to provide such a condign punishment to the guiliy that 
he would never be nttenipting at tonching a Hindu maiden. He rcferm to the 
case of Miss Elis wliicit happened near Bannn and pointed that the brave Pathans 
of the Frontier shue the ennsiisement meted out to tliem on that occasion were 
careful iu not kidnapping an English woman. What they wore suffering irom at 
the present moment resulted from tiie mistake committed by them in recording their 
votes wrongly in favour of a candidate who was not pledged to safegnani the Hindu 
interest wiUi courage and boldness. Ho did not oceiiso tlio Coiigresi The Congress¬ 
men were undoidix-dly patriotic. Bat imtriotism was sometimes nothing bnt 
madness. If the Congress jtolicy wiw thus tlioroughly wrong, the Mnslim policy was 
decidedly better. B-j far as Mr. Buvakar could guess, he had nothing bnt admiration 
for the Muslim policy. The average Muslim voters knew tliat tliere were two 
eletitorates. And they t.ix»k particular care in rotnr))i))g only those who would prove 
worse in dealing wiih Utc Hiudii.s. in at least two provinces they hod actually 
wliat could he termed as Muslim lie]. 

Mr. A. K. Faiilul Jiuii, J'rime Minister of Bengal was openly a Muslim 
Leaguer. He very often dcliverctl luusliiniscd sixioelu's and was trying whenever ho 
eouhl do telling Of only that he was cstoldishing a Muslim liaj in the provinca He 
wotdd provide (Xl iier cent of services for the Muslims and would try no matter 
whether it was i('s(ilu(l>lc or not in improving the Calcutta Municipal Act in Ms 
own light. The sjicakia' could not but admire him and Ms boldness. On the other 
hand they lia<l iu t'le I’uiijub unoihcr Muslim who d«l not conceal in making it known 
tiint should the oi casion come he with his Piinjalax; soldiers composed of Muslims 
would play the part of Nadir Blialt. All this he said not from his im^ination but 
from tlic trauslu'.ion of an article written iu eutugisuig the IMme Minister of the 
Punjab. Lfis secot d rcfpicst to tliem was tluit jiolitics imist be seen through t^ pers¬ 
pective ot Hiialu and Muslim politics. They were not against Lrindii-Mnslim unity, 
real and iiearty unity and wore ready to keep doors open for that purpose. But so 
long (hat day did not ivmio they must see their Hindu iiolilies llirough their Hindu 
eyes. When the constitution was (amnniiiml no candidato could stand on any 
other ticket but . omniuiial. When however they get themselves returned and did 
not safcguanl Uie Hindu interests tliey only committed treachery and could be 
termed liypoerits. Ho could not uiidorstrutd flic attitude of the Congress in r^ard 
to the communal award which was ncitlior 8cee])tanco nor rejection. The 
llindu Maiiasal'ha he maiiitaiucd was tlic only national organisation because 
of its iiueompromisiiig attitude in not aeecptiug a communal award. 

Coiicliuuiig Mr. Bavarkar very frankly dealt with the scbedniei] castes problems 
in Uie province of Bengal anil wondercii why should the caste Hindus think that the 
30 votes gKintcd to them should bo troateil ns "lost.” After all this creation of 
upper and lower caste Hindus, the problem of untoiuhnbility was due to the fault 
01 tlie Hindus. 'I'herc might be diflerences in private life and mode of living bnt in 
the public life it must be borne in mind by every Hindu whether he was a 
Banatanist or a Jibcral Uuit no diffcreiiee was to exist. 

Once flic Hindus, said Mr. Bavarkar in eonclnsion, organised themselves and 
took care that cmly Hindu candiihitcs tvlio would jeolouslv safeguard Hindu interests 
were roturnal to the Council and Assembly, once they nad been successful in re¬ 
moving the distrust from the minds of the Naroasudrns and others, they would be 
t^lc to effect much imnTOvcmniit in the relationship of the Hindus with otbw com¬ 
munities. Once Uio Hindu unity was achieved they could march forward and 
achieve absolutely iiolitical freedom for their rootherlanu (cheers). 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

OosiMUN.tL Awabd Condemned 

The following arc flic rcBolnfloiis jwsscil by the Babha 

“The Gmfercnco reiterates its uncompromising hostility towards the 
Communal Award under wliich flic Hindus of Bengal, though a minority 
community, liavc rec eived much smaller representation in the legislature tham they 
are entitled to, on population basis and fliough they constitute the most advanced 
community in the cxnintry and have contributed most to its development throng 
their sufferings, their sacrifice, their patriotism, their education, their spirit and 
enterprise, and tiicir contributions to the exchequer, have been derived of their 
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rightfal share in the administration of the Province. This Award, during the 
short period it has been in operation, has been disastrous in its effect to the 
Hindus of Bengal. 

‘*The Conference calls upon the Hindus to canr^ on a relentless fight agunst 
the obnoxious measure, devised with a subtle design to check the growth of 
Indian Nationalism and particularly to penalise the Hindus for their contribution 
to tile struggle for freedom. 

‘‘This Conference cxindemms the Congress and the other Hindu members of 
the Legislature deeted from the Hindu constituencies in Bengal, who far from 
(dving any fight to the award os they were bound to do by their election pledges 
&ve, through their activities in the legislatures, only helped to strengthen the 
grip of that pernicious measure. 

“This Conference is of opinion that the Hindu members of the legislature 
have totally failed to protect the interest of the Hindus even in most vital 
matters." 

Huq Misistiiy 

"This Conference condemns tiie most reactionary anti-Hindu policy of the 
present Huq Ministry in Bengal. The Conference records its emphatic protest 
against the policy of the Ministry to make huge contributions to Mahomedan 
Miicational and other institutions out of the public exchequer, by depriving Hindu 
institutions. This Oouferenco records its emphatic protests against the failure of the 
Government of Bengal to publish the report of enquirv held by the Magistrate of 
Dacca into the various serious allegations brought by the women students of Dacca 
M^ical ^hool t^ninst the Mahomedan Ba))criutendent of the medical school hostel 
and also their failure to transfer this man from the post. 

‘"i’his Coiifcroiice roc-ords its emphatic protest against the various li^islativo 
measures Government have under coiitompiation with a view to establish the 
domination of the Mahomedans in the Calcutta University and the Corporation of 
(Sdcutta and calls upon the Hindus to carry on a country-wide agitation 
agunst them. 

“This Conference expresses its deep discontent at the inability of the present 
Ministry to take adequate moasiircs to prevent the Mahomedan hooligans from 
oppressing the small Hindu minority, breaking images and attacking their proces¬ 
sions and committing various other acts of aggression against the Uiiidiis. 

“This Coufereuce, in view of the various activities of the Huq Ministry, is firm¬ 
ly of opinion that the religion, cnUiiro, education, even life, property and honour 
of the Hindus are in danger under tliis Ministry and therefore culls upon all 
Hindus to offer united resistance and to work wholeheartcilly tor the removal of 
this iuteusely communal ministry. 

“Whereas the Huq Ministry expressly lays down that the present Cabinet of 
Bengal is constituted on Moslem Ijoaguo model and whereas the activities of the 
present Ministry is dctrimeutiil to the esscotial nud vital interests of the Hindus, 
this conference is strongly of oiiiniou that the Hindu Ministers of the Cabinet 
should at once tender resignation.” 

Hindu Sangathah 

The resolution on Hindu Sangathan says: “'I’ho Bengal Provincial Hindu 
Conference is of opinion that the work of the Hindu Bangatiian viz. awakening tiic 
consciousness of solidarity among different sections and sub-sections of the Hindus 
has become a matter of vital necessity for the existence of the Hindus as a nation 
specially in Bengal whore the united strength and energy of the branch Hindu Babbas 
should oe louccntratcd towmds tiiis and at this crisis. 

“With a view to make the Hindu Sangothun work a real success, this con¬ 
ference resolves : (a) that serious attempt be made to establish a I>harma-sabha or 
a public temple open to all Hindus at every village in Bengal, (b) That an-ange- 
ments bo made to hold Sarbaianin Pujas specially Durga Puja, Doljatra, Janmastami 
and Bibaratri and that these bo organised by all Hindu Babhas without fail and that 
all Hindus irresjiectivo of caste be allowed to paiticipato in these religious functions, 
(c) That adequate attempts be made to hold prayers, sing hymns, chant religious 
ballads, convenuo Kathakata and Kirtan and readings from the vedas, upan’sWs, 
Geeta, Ramayana, Mahabharat, Grauthasahib, Tripitafc and other religious books 
regularly, (a) That a sense of pride and glory in being Hindus be awakened 
in the minds of the Hindus by introducing annual celebrations in memory of our 
great men, religious reformers and national hmrocs all over the country, (e) tW 
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B propagaiulfl bo carried on to induce tho Hindu to speak of themselves as 
8 only and not by any caste designation, (f) That encouragement be given 
to the introduction of intcr-marriago among all castes and sections and sub-sections 
of the Hindus, (g) Tliat adequate moasuics bo taken to protect from social repres¬ 
sion those Hindus who^have contracliNl inter-maniage. (h) That the remarriage of 
widows be popidarised.^li) That right lie given to all Hindus ii-resiiective of castes 
to enter all temples and places of worships to have darshan and to M’orship the 
deities. (jl That early marriage ho distamtinned and etc{)s bo taken to make tho 
early marriage act cftbcUve. (k) Tluit attempts be made to root out dowry 
system from the society and that iinnecessary expenses incurred in connection 
with marriage, sradh etc., bo curtailed as much as possible. (1) That all bran¬ 
ches of the Bengal rrovincial Hindu Maltha be instructed to establish gymna¬ 
siums in eveiy village of this province to hitrodneo Jathi and dagger play and to 
hold physical roiirnamonts periodically, (in) Tlint stoi's be taken to remove the 
drink evil and use of other intoxicants from the Hindu Society, (n) That indi¬ 
vidually and collectively adequate steps be taken wherever the interests or rights of 
the Hindus are effotded or assailtxi, tlmt every Hindu should regard it as his fore¬ 
most and sacred duty to help the Hindns—spivially women and children when they 
fall into diltlculties ihroiigh mischance as the result of any crime of ofTcnec com¬ 
mitted by others and to come forward to alleviaLc their sufferings or redress their 
grievances.” 

On Sonoui 

The resoludon on Suddlii says:—‘"Tliis conference is of opinion that the recon¬ 
version of the Hindus who linvc gone over to otiicr faiths and the conversion of non- 
Hindus into Hinduism are urgently lux^ded in order to make tlie Hindu society a 
living; and dynamic organism and it firmly calls upon all branches of the Bengal 
I’rovnicial Hindu Bubha to launch vigorous propaganda in this behalf and to see 
that tho new comers are welcomed in the fold of the Hindu community. 

Moved from tlie chair‘ This confcrcnco is of opinion that the progress of 
women in all spherrs of life and their emancipation from all bonds ore indispen¬ 
sably needed for tho rogencralion of the Hindu society and with this end in view 
resolves: (a) That special cfl'orts bo made to remove the Purdah system prevailing 
amongst the women ; (b) that stcjis lie taken to give proper education to the women 
and that special arrangcmeiits be made to give them such training as would enable 
them to earn their livelihood ; (c) lliat o))]iortttnit.ies bo providcil for the physical 
training of women, (d) that women be encouraged to carry arms in order to defend 
Bicir honour. 


The Bihar Hindu Mahasabha Conference 

Eighth Session—Monghyr—26th. March 1939 

The Presidential Address 

The eighth session of the Bihar Hindu Mahasabha Conference opened at 
Monghyr on the 2«th. March 1930, under the presidency of 6i. Vinayak Lamodar 
Savarkar, In tho course of bis illuminating address, the President said:— 

The Hindu should now consider their present position and what 
they should do. It was no denying tho fact that the nation which lived in glories 
and struck the world with its achievements now fell in bad times. Disjoint^ 
and disunited, they lived on charities of foreigners, in tlidr own mothm-lond. 
Things could net be worse than tliat. Much bad been done and said and many 
institutions grow an<l fell which attcmpited to revive the fallen nation. 

The Indian National Congress once stood to protect India from foreign 
aggression and treachery and mmiitain unity among divergent communiu^ 
ensuring Hindus of absolute freedom. The Congress of old was dead and the 
skeleton now existed which encouraged pierpetration of atrocities and committal of 
outrages. Congress was manned and managed by Hindus who were no less 
patriotic, but they now fell iii wrong track by complete adherence to Muslim 
vagaries and iucousisteucics in pxAicics. Unity could never bo achieved with 
iWging bowl. If unity was achieved out of lieggary, it would be spurious and 
infuriouB to Hindus. It was a sad commentary on Hindu politics that though 
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they were in majority in Hindusthan they relied on other small fr^ments for the 
country's salvation. If communities fmled to accept Hindu sovereiguty, let them 
sever conneetion and dig their own grave. Hindusthan belonged to Hindus and none 
othm than the Hindus would rule_ it. If, of course, others such os Parsis or 
Christians who considered India as their Motherland came and begged of Hindus 
due to religious and cultural protection, Hindus would not refuse them. No more 
of self-abregation and self-sacrifices. India was bleeding due to ininries inflicted 
by foreign sword. Let Hindus combine into one and fight injurious forces. 

The Hindu Mahasabha was born not out of spite for others, but to safeguard 
the Intimate Hindu interests. The Congress called Mahasabha communal, there 
could be no greater lie. The Mahasabha was neither agitational nor communal. It 
was as much national as the National Government in Germany. The Hindu 
Mahasabha movement was not religions and it embraced the entire social, political 
and economic life of Hindu India. It aimed at com])tcle severeuce from foreign 
rule tmd looked forward to the oatablishincnt of absolute political independence. 
The Hindu Mahasabha did not agree to giving of meaningless concessions to 
minorities and work with those. 

“Can the Congress throttle the Hindu aspirations for political and religious 
and civic frcnlom ?” enquired Mr. Bavarkar. Never, he answered. For long 
Hindus had lived in the phantom and chimera that out of their goodwill and 
sacrifices, the Muslims and others would understand tliat in llindusthau Uiere was no 
use for baigaining, but to work and die for the common cjinsc of Motherland. 
It was neither suiicrstition nor fanaticism that gnidcel the Hindu Mahasabha. The 
Hindu Mahasabha would refuse any longer to surrender their legitimate rights 
at the vagaries of the Bihar Ministry wiuch in tiie name of Nationalism, was doing 
grave injustices to them by overriding other Congress Ministries by their offer 
of over-representation in the Berviees. Buch fiivonrs and jniviliges, he said, could 
never bring unity. If inhuman toleration and self-negation was nationalism, he 
asked tho Congress to ask the Muslims to observe ‘Ekadashi’ as was done by the 
Hindus. If the concessions were allowol to Muslims, ask tlicm to tolerate the 
Hindu demands from them. The total surrender of Hindu rigitts to Muslims would 
liquidate Hinduism. He asked the Hindus not io vole next time for the Congress 
and thus to drive the last uail to the colHn of Hinduism. Ho again advised them to 
send staunch and sturdy Hindu Mahasabhaites to tho I.egiBlalures and form Hindu 
Mahasabha Ministries wherever jxissible, including strong organisation at the centre. 
If the communal constitution was to be worked out, let tliat be done through these 
lines. “I am proud of being labelled as a comraunulist as I find under tlie present 
circumstances communulism was uationaiism,” oiiservcd Mr. Bavarkar. The 
attempt to polluto Hindi language by the brutal assimilation of Urdu, he said, 
was an outrage of a groat magnitude. 

Continuing he said that tlie blood Uiat ran tlirough the vein of Hindus of 

different castes and creeds was of the same slock. “Why tlicn, the fight among 

yourselves ? You have the same culture and heritage. Timely Baiignthon would 
cure you of your maladies and build new structure of Hindu India. Tlie soil of 

Andamans got sanctified with the last remains of myrtars who laid their lives in 

dream of freedom. Love their memories and get inspired. Thousands of youths 
who kissed gallows in prisons and tainted hanging ropes in crimson for liberating 
Uindusthan from foreign rule left examjdo for tlic Huidus for forgetting lUfforcnoea 
and work for common cause. You are downright hypocrit^ if you jirofess 
nationalism and grant all concessions to others, sacrificing the li^itimate rights 
of Hindus. If you condemn Hindus, then condemn others too. Your nervousness 
and anxieties for pleasing Muslims by offer of a Magna Charta to them show your 
weak brain and weak heart.” 28 crores of Hindus still living under tho son 
refused to remain loyal to the Congress which in the name of nationalism weakened 
the entire Hindu nation and drifted towards total extinction of the Hindus. Hindus 
refused ^ain to remain as helots in their land. The workuig of the Indian consti- 
tution which was absolutely communal in colour and false pretence of preaching 
nationalism by Congress was tri^c. The Muslim Ijeague as the exponent or 
MusUm thought demanded growth of a Muslim nation in India. 'I'hcy demnnHtwj 
Muslim fodex’ation. In the Punjab and Bengal they have ushered Muslim rule. 

Quoting Mr. Fazlul Huq’s achievement of thrusting Urdu culture and the 
outrageous attempt to strangulate Hindu culture and civilization and similar 
things perpetrated by Bir Bikandor in the Punjab, Mr. Bavarkar said, “Let there be 
yet timely end to peace missions and let there be an end to treacheries. The Congmss 
Wnistry wtirdy Muslim in the Frontier could not check the crime of abduction (j 
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^ndu girls and arson and loot by tho I’athans. The Congress Ministry in the 
froutier argued that tho free tribes duo to sexual and economic hunger loot^ the 
Hindus. Why not tluyi they looted the Muslims ? ITicy were tied in a common chord 
of religion ? The audience was horrified to hear Mr. eavarkar whm he uarral^ how 
under Congress rule in Frontier Hin<lu girls abducted by tribes were treated as 
cattle. One ol tliem escai.'cti. bhe took shelter in a Muslim house from where 
she was offered to satiate the sexual lust of the J’athans. (Agitated audience cried 
shame’.) Continuing Mr. i^avarkar attacked I’andit I’niit of the United Jrtwinccs 
where according to Congress ministerial command during riots Hindu houses had 
to remain in gloom. _ No couchshctls could be blown. No temple bells could bo 
rung. Music was prohibited and civic and religious rights of the Uindus were tom to 
pieces. Paying u-ibntes to Mr. .Timuili being the true represontativo and custodian of 
Muslim rights, lie said that the Hindus iicmlcd men like Mr. Jiunuh. He said ihaX 
granting of excessive rights to the Muslims in IJuitctl l*rovmceB caused numerous 
riots and such concessions must be for greater iiitercsts. 'Jlio Hindu Mahasabha would 
undo all wrong ticrpctrated on liidin. 'llte Mahasabha did not believe in phantoms 
but realities. He bhimed the Hindus for losing clnuiccs by leaving tlie entire power 
at the hands of Congress. The Mahasabha would live in amity with tho minorities 
lirotecting their legitimate rights but they would not bo given a fai’thing more than 
they deserved. (Jbnchiding ho asked Uic Hindus to be watchful and vigilant of 
internal and cxtornal dangers and seize every o)>)>orlniiity to mobilise thwr forces 
into one Hindu imtioii for the itiaiiguratiofl of full-fiedgcd Hindu India. A 
ray of ho{>c was visible in tlic gloomy sky of Uindiisthan ns “being a Marutha I 
am amidst you with my message of Hiuigalbtui. Days would not bo loo far when 
the dream of Hindu India would not be a mere dream but a reality”. 

Resointiom 

A plea tliat the resources of Ihc nulioit should not bo frittered away at this 
critical juncture, but should be duly concentrated for making an tdl-round progress in 
the country was one of the many lesolulioiis passed by tlie Babha. 

The meeting referred to tho “uncertainty, highly discouraging for the new 
investments”, which tho present policy of the Bihar Ciovcrnmcnt and the avowed 

S aroma of the Congress had created, and expressed the view that it was as 
necessary lo protect tlie rights of the tenantry and labour as to safeguard 
the Imtimato iiilcrcsts of tlic landlords and capitalists. 

The mcotiiij. further iwiuestcd the All-Jiidiu Hindu Malinsabha to jdace a 
five-fold programme before the countiy including the propagunda of Bwadeahi and 
boycott of foreign goods, stcjis for relief of uuenijdoyroeut and tho assurance of a 
living wage to luboiir in all fields of activity. 

Hic meeting characterised as inconsisicnt witli Oic princijdcs of democracy, tho 
creation of separate electorates and while ailirniing that eomjilcte iridcjiciidence of 
Bharat Varsha was its goal, assured all auli-iniperialist forces in tho coimtry of its 
full eo-ojiei'ation in achieving this object. 

Tho Babha criticised the policy of the Biliar Government towards Hindus. 


The Mahakoshal Provincial Hindu Conference 

rEEflinUNTIAIi AdDBESS 

The annual session of the Mithakoshal I*i'ovinciRl Hindu Conference opened 
at_ JubbuliKtro on tlie 4tb. June 11)39 in a spinnal pandal. Over tra thousand 
Hindus attended the conference. Mr. V. D, Savarkar presided. 

After the epteeh of Uic Becci>tion Committee Chairman, the President of the 
Conferenc.e, Mr. Savarkar, amid loud cheers, made tui extempore speech for nearly 
two hours. Mr. Bavarkar referred to Uic wonderful awakening among the Hindu 
masses evCTywhoro. Nationalism, ho. said, was a virtue, when it was defensive and 
when Jt tricil to uphold the high ideals of freedom and equality but it was a posi¬ 
tive vice when it was aggressive. Bimilarly, comunalism was in itself nether 
a virtue nor a vice. But nationalism as jtreached to-day was a perverse nationalism 
and was more communal. Tho Congioss, by working the llarijan programme 
and carrying out tho Eaiuchi resolution safeguarding the minorities’ culture, 
language, and rdigioii, were unconsciously admitting the basis of communalism. 
Nationalism bad a limit. 'Hio work of the Hindu Mahasabha was one of life or 
death. The Hindus were determined to have their rights and civic lib^ies 
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back and if for this th^ wore called comronnalists they did not care. Eoferring 
to the Hindus* hardships in the Congress regime, Mr. Savarkar cited many 
instances when conch-blowing during marriage, music and dholak had been 
stopped to satisfy Muslim demands. If this was nationalism, the commnna- 
lism of the Hindu Mahasabba was a hundred times better. The Congress-Muslim 
Mass Contact had raised a conflict inside and outside. Referring to Rajkot, Hydera¬ 
bad and other States. Mr. Savarkar said that the Congress was afraid of Muslim 
States for fear of Muslim displeasure. Petty Hindu States were torraenter on ^e 
pretext of “inner voices.” The Hindu Maha Sablm believed in “outer voices.” 
Mr. Savarkar hopo<l that like tlie German, American and French nations the 
twenty eight c.rorcs of Hindus would have “Hindu nation in a Hindustan wia 
Vedic Dhrama”. 

ThB WBr.COMlS Al>Dtt]»B 

Shri Shyam Sundar Bhargava, Oiairman of the Reception Committee 
extmided a hearty welcome to the President-elect Veer Savarkar and other Hindu 
leaders. Veer Savarkar, he said, is one of the few world heroes who have by their 
undaunted chivalry, burning patriotism, high ideals and unparalleled sacrifices 
shaped the, politiciu social and religious thoughts of their time. Mazrini and 
Garibaldi sink into nothingness before our National Hero Veer Savarkar. Shree 
Bhargava next gave a short luxsount of the glorious past of the Gondwana and 
Jubbulpore, and said with no little regret that the descendants of that mighty 
Hindu race arc so disunited, exploited and sub-divided that to-day we nave 
forgotten and are unable to regain our cultural, religious, political auu collective 
rights. It we can win over our inferiority complex and all sub-divisions become 
one entity in all respects, then we will not only give a blow to the excesses of 
Our neighbours but will free ourselves from the imperialistic bond. Shri 
Bhargava dwelt at length on the CTOwing unem^doyment among the Hindu 
youths, their deteriorating physique ana suggested that they should stand on their 
own legs and cam their own indcimndcnt livelihood howsoever humble it my be. 
He warned that if the services are not given on competition basis the day is not 
far off when this growing unrest will transform into oi«n rebellion. Criticising 
the Congress regime the speaker said that this great organisation has lost ail 
confidence of the Hindus by its iwtinlity towards the Hindus. He cited rosny 
instances when Congress had shown its cowardice, one sidedness and irresponsibility 
in the maintenance of law and order. He said, the 24 hour Curfew order on ^e 
Hindus at Benares is a glaring instance of the Ocingress blunders. He appealed to 
the Hindus to help the Hyderabad Batyi^raha with men and money and si^ges- 
ted that the assembly members elected to the 0. F. Assembly on Hindu ^bha 
ticket should be compelled to help the Satyagrahis. He warned the Congress 
that unless it oiieuly rejects the communal award and shakes off its dubious 
policy the day is very far when communal unity will become a practical 
existence. Concluding ehri Bhargava said that we Hindus believe in God 
Almighty and whether Qandhiii sides us or not we will win in the last if we 
tread on the path of truth and rights. 

BesolnUoiM—2nd. day—Jubbulpur—Sth. June 1939 

The conference passed as many as eight resolnUons. They were(1) express¬ 
ing deep regret over the untimely death of Laia Uardayal and ^ja Sidieb Saugor, (2) 
establishment and organisation of Hindu Volunteer Crops all over India to check 
aggression and injnstico. 'J his resolution was moved by Mr. Ramdaa Agrawal, the 
Hindu Imder of Eatni. (3) condemnation of Pakistan movement conceived by Sir 
Mohammad Iqbal and supported by the All India Muslim League which the Hudus 
will resist with all their might to prevent Hindustan from dis-intogration. The 
resolution was moved by Fanclit Laxmi Prasad Pathak and seconded by Swami 
Chidanand, (4) censuring the Provincial Congress Government who could not take any 
action against the Police department in general and many ]X)Uce oificials in particular 
for not maintaining law and order edicieiitiy iroiiartially and judiciously : (5) condem¬ 
ning the speech delivered by Sir Sikandar Myat Khan and other Muslim reactiona¬ 
ries at Sholapnr which was rcsponsililo for the communal outbreak. This was 
moved by Shree V. D. Savarkar, (p) drawing the attention of the Provincial Govern¬ 
ment that the representation of uio Muslims iu the services is much more than 
their population demands and urges on the Government that so long as the Muslims 
are not proportionally rejircscntra on the services the recruitments should be re¬ 
served for the Hindus alone, (7) condemnation of the restrictiou imposed on the 
Hindus by the Congress ministries specially that of Pant ministry in the United 
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Provinces where temple worship, conch hlowinR, marriage music were banned at ninny 
plaices during the lust Mohiurnm festival and which arc enumerated in his sw.ret 
circular. This resolution was setiondeil in a stirring and |>atheti(! B)>eecli by Pandit 
Jyoti Shankar Dixit of the Unitefl I'rovuK^cs Hindu Mahasabha; (8) supporting the 
social reforms, Ilarijan uplift, Hindu pnwhar and widow marriage reforms in the 
Iliiidu community. . , . , , . 

Sihree Veer Snvarkar himself moved another resolution congratulating tho 
Hyderabad students on their told shind for having the civic rights of singing 
Vundematiiratn unt*cstrioto<L In the couvbc of his speech he saIu that it was a pity 
that the Congress which foiiglit valiautly against the llritish toi yamlemataram 
anil sai riflcdi several iirecious lives at tlie altar of Vundemataram has yielded to 
the interests of a few and cut the very soul of tiie National song. He iulonnod tire 
anilicnco among lo id applause and deafening cheers that Arya Hamaj and iliiulu 
Mahasabha have di.-ided to cstalilisli a Vaudeinalaram C'-ollegc at Hlii»hi)nir with an 
initial cost of two lacs of rupees which have already been promised. He adriseil 
the Hyderabad students that as long as tlicir language, culture and tradition are not 
hoiioiirod ami liish-ry is mis-reprcsnnteil, such os (he Niznm won tho battle of Khiirda 
against tho Mahaiattas, they will liave to light ami explmle the l.yranny with their 
avoweil determination. Me informed that anuilicr batch under tlic leadership of Hhri 
Ainbilcar is going '.o oiler Sutyagraha in the Nizam territory on Juno 9 and 10. 

Shroe Savaikar gave liis last sjieech bite in the night. His speech was in 
continuation of what he said the prior night. Ho said that the Hiiiilns can attain 
siiporiorty, iKiwer and position within a short period _ it they arc dctcrmineil to 
sliow their strengtli to the Nizam iuspitc of all 0 |))'Osilion from iJie Confess and 
other reaciioiiavy bodies. The Hindu jlulmsahha siinports nil the demanils of the 
Hyderabad UinJiis and tlic Jliiidn MaliasaWia is shortly going to own tiicir eatiso 
and fight for tho iielnevcmctit of the mime. He iippcalc<l to the Himlns to help the 
Jlydorabttd eatiso. If another Hitidns oiler tSatyagraha in Uie NLaim’s domi¬ 

nion, it will be a miittor of days only when the government will have to kneel 
before the Hindus. 

Roterring to the nuestion of gaining isiwer he said that tho Hindus can get 
what they waiit if tlioy stick to one iirogrammo for the present. Ho slaleil that this 
programme is not a prirgrammc of liayoncts. It is the prograrnme^ of votes which 
you can easily follow. It is always a qucsiioii of deternnned minority that makes 
the majority in the end rule over tlio nation. If tho liindus hud shown courage 
Liindu Hangatban Miui 8 ti 7 would luive bwn forrawl ami ti>-day_ tlic Himln Ministers 
would have attended our conference. It is a i>ity that the ministries insjnte of their 
being a Hindn-vote laiiiistry are not llimltm. tio long as we have no ])olitieaI 
power tliese rcsolntioiis which we Inive jinsscd to-day won’t carry any weight. 'J'Jio 
Hindu iniiiistcrs feel that they are llimUiH Imt they arc in the grip of Ute demon 
of nationalisin. 'Jo-ilay the Hindus grudge for injnsticc being done to tlicni, but 
tlicy forget tliat it is by their own voles that they liave to face these hardships. 

He appealed to the Hindus for the time being to remove the name of 
Nationalism and think of commnnalism only if that be the proimr nomenclatura 
for our social, |io1itical and ei-oiionuc uplift. Ki'eji your mind unprejudiced and 
cast your vote in favour of a true IJiiidii. Frankly and boldly tell nationalist 
eamlidatcH to go to the nationalist community and ask for its vole, (.live your vote 
to one who promises to pniteet your religion, eiilture, language ami civic rights. If 
you adhere to this programme the day is not far oil’ when wc willl have our Hindu 
HangatJianist ministers. They are to safeguard onr interests. Tliey are to tell 
Fazliil lluq mid llyai Khan that if your government are not doing instice to the 
Hindus onr mmisters ivill take relnliuiory mcasiiroe against the Muslims, 
whether it bo a district toard, municipnlity or assemblies, try to capture them by 
true Hindus. It matters not whether they are Hindu Sabhiiitcs or .fains or Kikhs. 
If wc have our ministries we can o|ien rilic clubs, impart instructiuiiH in 
inililary seieue to the young Hindus for the luaintcuaiicc of law and order. 
Our ultimate policy will be lo iichieve indo|icnJoncc and for that we will 
try to side that nation in the international struggle who promise ns help in the 
aonievement of our goal. Wc arc practical men and we have to do onr task 
by fai.-ing realities. We don’t believe in t'-ongress and Gandhi's Oharkha because 
wc have to light the indiistrlivl nations with inuchinc-mado artifices. Concluding 
he appealed to the Hindus lo remember always tliat we are not exhausted. We 
Hindus are determined lo fight our own cause on our own strength. 



The All India Landlords’ Conference 


First Session—^Lucknow—8th. & 9th. April 1939 


llie All India Landlords’ Gonlercnco, whiuli is perhaps the first gathering of its 
kind in the history of India, ojiencd in Kuisnrbagh Biiradari, Lucknow on the 
8th. April 1939 amid glorious scenes. 'Iho Makarajadkiraj of Darbhanga presided. 
Among those present were the Nawab of Chhatari, Baja Maheshwar Dayal Beth. 
Kunwar Gurnarain, the Maharajas of Mymensingh and Dumraou, the Baia ot 
Jahangirabad, 8ir K. L. M. Bartiqi, Bhatya Jagadisli Dat Bam Bande, Bai Bahadur 
Ka^i Nath, Nawab Sir Muliammad Yusuf, the Baja of I’y^ur, Mr. Beni I’ntsad 
Taiidon, Lala llwarkanath, Bai Baineharau Agnrwala, Bai Girendra Narain, Mr. T. 
C. Goswami, Mr. Prasulh Numiii Anand and Kunwar Laxmiraj Singh. 

The proceedings commenced with reading by the general secretary, Kunwar 
Qumarain of mcasages from a numlier of uistingiiisbed landlords from different 
provinces expressing regret at inability to lie ])rcsunt and expressing good wishes 
for the cunfcrcnce, Bunwar Gurnarain next gariandcil the Nawab of Chhatari, 
chairman of the reception committee, who thou rciid his speech. 

Nawab Chattari's Welcome Address 


‘If the Giovernmont really desire the welfare of the tenant and order in the 
land, the campaign of vilification against the xaraindars and inciting tenants against 
them must stop at once, because any unrest, iwcaidr of jicace or incrcjiso in crime 
will ultimately recoil on the head of tiie Government, said Nawab Sir Mohammad 
Ahmad Said Khan of Chattari, chairmiui of tlio reception committee. 

‘The chief cause of all tliis unsettled and abnormal condition in the rural areas 
is that there are some people who wish to take Uto law in their own hands and 
instead of taking legal action, when Uiey foci aggrieved, rash to the Ministers and 
seek their direct intervention—which sitouid really bo very rare and in siteuial cir¬ 
cumstances, ho continued. 

The Nawab Sahib said that what they saw in modern Lucknow to-day was 
due to the generosity and puhlic-spiritedncBs of its romindars. But very few 
people realized and fewer still recognized that the art, cnltnrc, and ])oetry owed a 
good deal to the landed aristucraey. Dcalinf^ with the important role &o 
zamindars have played and are still playing bo stud that they were the real backbone 
of society and there could not have been, but for their generosity, so many 
charitable, educational and other useful institutions. 

The Nawab of Chhatari said that the greatest of all services the zamindars had 
render^ was the maintenance of law and order in the niral areas. 'In these days, 
however, we hear notliing but downright condemnation of landlords, he rwetted. 
It had become a fasliion to describe them as parasites, usiupeis and a diseased 
part of the national body wltich should bn got rid of ns soon as possible. 
The Nawab advised the delegates to pool tlicir resources and combine 
their energies to fight the wlversc forces and with their all India organisation they 
should in future be able to raise tiioir voice effectively. Through this body they 
would be able to keep in touch with views of the zamindars of various jwovinces 
and dialk out a common policy. Ho warned them to guard against totalitarian 
and individualistic tendencies. Their constitution must be democratic so that it 
may create a real interest in every member. Ho hoped that the all-India organiza¬ 
tion would give a correct lead and remarked that unless their associations embark^ 
on a constructive programme they would not be able to do any useful work. 

Ue placed three points for the consideration of the conference. Firstly, ho 
said that since unrest was being created amout^ tenants against zamindars, would 
it not be better for various associations to interest themselves in those zamind^ 
who were having difficulties in their zamindoris and if they found ^at the 
trouts were in tiie wrong they should help the zamindor in whatever way possible 7 
Secondly, the zamindars should take a living interest in all beneficial activities in 
rural areas, like mass education and rural uplift, 'rhirdly, with a view to maintain 
law and order they should organize themselves so that they may be able to give 
every possible help to the authorities to maintain peace in the rural areas. The 
auti-zamindar propaganda was the chief cause of the present lack of respect to 
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law and if the Government were really solicitoua of the well-being of the people 
they should try to n-store the position of the zamindars in the areas under their 
control. Referring to the tenancy legislation in the United Provinces, he said that in 
their election pro^arame they had made it clear that they would grant fixity of 
tenure and fair rent to the tenants. They wanted that no enactment should be 
brought on the Statute Book which was likely to make their iiosition impossible. 
In spite of their protests, ho continued, the hill had been framed in a way that 
it was likely to give a rich crop of litigation. The attitude of the Government 
towards the sir rights of the samindars has been very unjust. Zamindars enjoyed 
these rights for ag'ts and no Government over challenged these rights. As for the 
basis of rent, the Government formula for it was still very defective and 
impracticable. This question is economic and should be dealt as such. Political 
considerations should not bo allowed to play any ]>art ui fixing the basis of rent 
if it was ^uincly the intention of the Government to do justice to all the parties 
concerned. Referring to the realisation of rent, ho said that he could not understand why 
the Government should hesitate to provide a section to eject the tenant immediately 
if he docs not pay his rent. One of the salient features of tl)o tenancy Bill, said 
the Nawab was that it makes cultivation on large scale impossible. After the 
last war other countries have encouraged farming on larger scale with modem 
methods, but in this province no xamindar would in future bo allowed to 
acquire land even on coin)icnsatioii, a policy wliicb in the long run would prove 
harmful to tlieir national wealth 

Nawab Yusufs Speech 

The Nawab of Cbbatari having concluded his s)^cb, Nawab Bir Muhammad 
Yusuf proposed that the Maharajadhiraja of DaTbhaiiga be elected president. In 
his speech he said that they had gathered because they were passing through a 
crisis. They found that the Congress (toveriimcuts were not taking a generous 
attitude towards landlords. The ixisition of the remainiug non-Congress provinces 
like Bengal was also not satisfactory. The Government should look to the interests 
of every section and community but he regretted to find tliat (he Governments in 
various provinces had begun to tmnk in terms of dictatorship. Thdr attitude was 
most uudemocratic. Ihcy were degenerating to autocracy or even communism, 
socialism, fascism an>l so forth. That wtui the general situation. They found 
general dissatisfaction. They had readied a stage where there would be a class 
war. All hopes of unity and solidarity and the whole country bdng welded iqto 
a nation had been shattered. In such an atmos|)hcrc, Nawab Yiisui added, it was 
obvious diat thOT must nil be uiiitoL They must organize and be prepared to raise 
their voices efToctivdy from cvciy corner of Uio country to express tlioir grievances 
and assort their voices against tlic atrocities that were ]>crpetratcd in tlio name of 
democracy, in the name of tlio masses, in the name of peasants. Thdr quand 
was not with tenants. Whether they took a lesson from Russia, Germany or 
Italy it was obvious that the economic condition of the people could only be 
improved by tenants and zamindars, labour and capital working together in 
cooperation. Nawab Yusuf next paid a tribute to the MabarajadJuraja of 
Darbhanga. He said that they could not find a better man to preside. Though 
young in years ho boro a wise head over his shoiildois endowed with a large out¬ 
look and a keen intelligence. He had gut all these qiialitiCB whic^ made one a 
leader. He was the light man to guide thdr deliberations. 

Rat Rajeshwar Bali, seconding the motion, remarked that the services of 
the house of Darbhanga to the cause of landlords were wdiknown and the present 
Maharajadhiraj had followed tlio old tradiUuus of tlic house and it was only meet 
and proper that when they were mcctiug to-day at such a critical juucture in 
thdr history they should luivc him ns their jiresidcnt to guide thdr deliberations. 
The speaker was confident that under his leadership tlic work of the conference 
would be successful aud under his leadership tlicy would bo able to do something 
which would save landlords. The Maharajadhiraj was Uieii installed amidst applause 
in the presidential chair under a golden canopy by the Nawab of Cbbatari who 
garlanded him. 

Uaharala Darbhanga’s Prestdeotial Address 

The Maharaja of Darbhanga then delivered the following presidential address:— 

T am sure I am expressing the feelings of my own and all of you present here 
when I say that wo are profoundly grateful to the reception committee for aU that 
they have done to convene the conference and make us comfortable, ^ey have 
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made the best possible endeavotir to see that tbe landholders of almost all the pro* 
viuces of India are adc(iiiatcly represented iu this gathering and to enable us to 
transact our business methodically. I have no doubt tliat on the conclnsion of the 
labours of the conference, they will have the satisfaction of having done something 
which may prove to be a landmark in the history of the landed interests in this 
country, 

1 am ofrmd I cannot describe in words what I feel on being called upon 
by you to preside over this conference. The trust and confidence which you have 
demded to repose in me, I greatly value. The responsibilities and obligations you 
have thrust on me are overvdiclming, and believe me when 1 say that 1 would have 
found it impossible to shoulder them, hail I not been assured of your unstinted 
support in tlie discharge of my duties. I tiiank you from the bottom of my heart 

•On the occasion o the Ondh Zamindars’ Coiifercuce held here-at Lucknow— 
in May, 19:18, I had indicated that the time was fust ap|>roaching when we should 
have a Federation of All-India Landholders so that we might, whenever necessary, 
take ioiut action in matters concerning the entire body of landlords. Bince then 
tlie idea has been gathering support and I have been receiving numerous enquiries 
about it. It took some shape in Dccemlicr last when the matter was discussed by 
some of my friends—all prominent lainllords who had come to Darbhanga from 
various provinces to consider the desirability of convening an All India Conference 
for planning our action witli respect to matters concerning the landholders in 
general. Under the chairmauship of the Maharaja of Mymensingh, they unani¬ 
mously decided that a conference of the landholders of all the provinces of India 
be held at Lucknow to inaugurate the Ail India Fciloration of Landholders, and 
as a result of that decision, wo have met licre to-day. 

It is sometimes argued—and witli a good deal of force—that questions affecting 
land being provincial subjects under the new constitution, it will serve no usefm 
purpose to have an all-India organisation of landholders. This argument, if acceptal, 
cuts at the very root of the idea witli which we have assembled here. The generally 
accepted view of the leading landlords, as e.xprcssed to me during the last few 
months, is that wo need an all-India organisation to co-ordinate our activities, to 
present a united front and to counteract mischiefs th.at have their origin in organi¬ 
sations of all-India character and, in certain cases, of international character. I tmmit 
that so far as laws are concerned, wo shall have to go to our provinces for the settle¬ 
ment of the issues. But that is not all. The time has come when the landholders 
themselves have to change their outlook and determine on a reorientation of their 
policy and programme of work in view of the changed condition of things, if 
they are to exist as a class. 

The world itself is shaking to-day with the struggles of the forces between 
the “haves” and “have-nots.” Germany, Italy and Jai>an are making frantie 
efforts to find an outlet of their population and trade. Great Britain, France, 
America, not to sneak of other world-iHiwors, who are content with what they 
have, are struggling hard to consolidate their jHisition and keep whnt tliey possess. 
The war clouds arc rumbling, weaker Slat(» arc trembling and no body knows 
what the world situation will be tomorrow. A man of “I’caco,” however, tries to 
adjust things and avert human suficring as fur as possible. 

Friends, the news of tlie complications created in the international situation 
by the invasion of Albania by Italy ]>romj>ts one to digress for a moment to 
make it plain to tlie world that, iu the event of the dictators foiving a war on 
Britain and imiierilUiig the empire witiiin which tlierc is such a vast scope for self- 
assertion and sclf-deterroillation and such a great potentiality for collective 
sei-urity, tlie Indian landlords, notwithstanding tlieir differences with his Majesty’s 
Government on various coaslilutioiijU matters, will unreservedly place thdr enure 
resources, however feeble luul inadequate tliey may be, at the disiKisal of their 
Sovereign for the defence of their country and the luescrvation of the honour of 
their empire. We are anxiously awaiting the future developments. 

Wo can find a counterpart of this world movement in perhaps almost every 
country which is not supiiresscd by dictatorial flats backed by brute force. Why 
should the capitalists rule Great Britain, France, or America ? Have the working 
classes who toil to produce national wt^th no place under the sun ? Questions 
like these vei 7 often crop up in tlieir dcaiiiig with national ]>roblems. Merc, again, 
a man of “Peace” tries to adjust things and avert human suffering as far as piMsible. 

We should not be dismayed if the txho of this world-wide jargon is heard even 
in India. This is not an iiidustriid country of any importance. It is predominantly 
an tq^ioultm’al country and has been for centuries systematised by the intr^uction 
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of landlordiBin. Naturally the cyea of all who want to destroy capitalism have 
turned^ first to tlio landlords. If the present movement is allowed to ki’ow imehcck- 
ed, it is bound to allect all those who have vested interests. Laiullomism is only a 
buffer—and I should think a strong buffer-in this country for the eanilalist class 
and once that is gone the avowed enemies of this class will in one full swoop take 
away the rwt. 

. But will the conntry be happier or more prosperous by the destruction of 
landlords or other <apitulists ? My answer is an emphatic “No”, Look at Russia. 
The communists tliere who Imvo for nearly two decades been trying to stir up 
world class war hare reversed tlieir strategy and are now seeking to avoid a world- 
war. They have had c.vperiene,e of power and have sam polities in a reidistic man¬ 
ner so as to appreciate that after all the prophwies of Marxism may not necessarily 
come true. The Kiie.tion to their doctrine in Germany, Itrfy, Japan and Spain 
has probably been their eyc-opcncr. 

We must, however, ra-ognise that wo cannot stand aloof from the factors 
governing the tendencies of the new world in which wo find ourselves. We shall 
have to forget that we are just individuals all for oursdves. The wave of demo¬ 
cracy is too ]iowerfid for that, specially as wo are asjnring for national solidarity 
and national freedom. Wc must think how best we can fit ourselves in the generid 
scheme of national regeneration which is the most vital problem of the present 
generation. To-day a bold challenge has been thrown to us ; it is a challenge to 
our leadership of tlic rural India. The question which we shall have to ask our¬ 
selves is “shsdl wo pick up the gauntlet ?” If our answer bo in the negative, it is 
better for us to go to sleep till death ami allow events to take their own course. 
If in the atfirmative, then T woidd ask you to re-establish your contacts with the 
villagers, think in terms of their welfare and make them feel that your interest is 
not antagonistic to theirs. 

After all, what do we take from our tenants ? A fraction of the yield which 
they get from our hind. Arc wo then (heir exidoiters, or their exploiters are those 
numerous middle men who undervalue their commodity, bind them with shackles of 
debt and make them their bondsmen in the economic sense. I am afraid, not only 
our tenants but we ourselves have been victims of this economic exploitotion and 
it is high time that we co-operate with them and attempt to check the enormous 
drain of our resources. 

I always consider that a rantroversy between a Imullord and a tenant is only 
of a spurious character, and so long ns it persists It does incalculable harm to the 
country in general. I would like tlic landlords to consider what tliey get from 
Uieir tenants and the tcnaiils to consider what proportion of the value of the 
yield from tlie laud they give to their luiidlords i What amount do they spend 
in law courts ? Wliat amount they rcspei^tivcly pay to the traders f and such 
other allied questions. I would also like to tell them lo think for thcrosclves whether 
it is in their intercs's to come together and be happier or to drift a])art and reap 
the consequences. We must think of agriculture as an industry in which the lanm- 
owners and the tcniints are cai itnlists charged with their universally recognised 
duty towanls agricultural labour and the result of a fight between them will mean 
the inevitable collaiise of the industry itself. t)n the other hand, if the landlords 
and tenants can combine to control the trade, commerce and industry of raw pro¬ 
ducts they will. I am sure, wield tremendous influence in the country side. Is this 
not an ideal noble enough to strive for ? 

Now there is a talk of tlie nationalisation of the zaminduries. What docs that 
mean ? The State takes the idaco of landlords. The tenants will have to pay rents 
to the State and not to the landlord. But. will that make any ai>prc‘ciable differ¬ 
ence in the average income of the vcoide ? Wlierc will the |>roc-e88 of equitable 
distribution, of the fruits of labour end t What about the lawyers, jiricsts, traders 
and professional men who live on the jicoplc at large. ITow will the new order of 
things react on them ? Will not that mean a collapse of the present daywonomic 
structure ? Will it not land the country into an uncertain future ? Wc should 
pause to consider. 

Thus you will see that Uiere is no snbstance in the oft-rcroaied cry that land¬ 
lordism has broken down. In the changed circumstances of tlic country (he out¬ 
look of landlordism '.-.annot be tho same os licforo. But with the outlook which I 
have stressed as iio-cssary wc can keep landlordism ns a pcimanent factor in the 
national regeneration of this great country. The most imrorfant and hopeful thing 
is the nature of the system into which tho old landlordism will be transmuting 
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itsdf. This devdopment can be hastened by the direct drive of leadership vhidi 
I have already alluded to. 

I am aware of the fact that ever since the inauguration of provincial auto¬ 
nomy agrarian troubles have taken an ugly turn and have spread throughout Ae 
country. They are usually aggravated by those irresponsible elements who take 
delight in fismng in troubled waters. But this cloud too has a silver lining. Most 
of those who are in power in the Congress organisation which runs the 
government of seven provinces want atijnstment and peace. We may have our 

differences with them in matters of detail, but so far as tne general policy is con¬ 

cern^ we cannot have any disagreement. We want adjustment because therein 
lies our security. We want peace because only then can we develop our strength. 
For a minority mterest like ours it is only desperation that can drive us to fight and I 
have reasons to believe that so long as the group following the directions of Mahatma 
Gandhi rules in the Congress and the socialists and communists are kept in 

check we shall not have to take that extreme step. Nevertheless we fed that 
many provincial governments are showing VC17 great weakness in dealing with 
the situation. Forcible possession of zemindar’s land, loot, terrorism and mu^er 
are matters of almost every day occurrence. These atrocities are misnamed as 
‘Kisan Satyagraha’. These must bo sto)>i)ed at once if the Government have any 
pretention to maintain law and order and I nrge upon them, specially those who 
profess truUi and non-violence as their creed, to take firm action and check the 
spirit of lawlessness which is bound to be harmful to the interests of the country. 
Let me hoiie that this is only a passing phase and the moment we are able to 

help our tenants to improve their economic condition these agitators will find 
their occupation gone. Alongside with it I must also app^ to those who 
guide the destinies of the Indian National Ckmgress to take immediate st^s 
to prevent any further deterioration of the agrarian situation. I am convince 
that an honourable compromise between the contending parties can achieve 
what legislations carried by majority of votes can not. Goodwill of all sections 
of the iicople which is the foimdation of a national Government can 
be obtained by conciliation and not by coercion or suppression. Wbm I say this 
I am not oblivious of the fact that just as (here are the socialists in the Congress 
organisation who will be satisfied with noUiing short of the total abolition of the 
zemindaries, there are in our organisation too persons who are strongly of opinion 
that tlicy must continue as before and if needs be, to lay down their lives to protect 
their liwts and privileges. In my opinion this school of thought is as injurious 
to the interest of the country as the socialists. If allowed a free play either of 
those will plunge the country in bloody strife, ruin agriculture ana hopelessly 
retard the moral and material progress of the country. If we look at the problem 
with a view to establish peace in the country and promote its welfare and adjust 
our differences accordingly, 1 feel sure that an honourable compromise is not 
difficult. 

Brethren, I have always been stressing the point that we cannot do anything 
unless wo close up our own ranks and develop our strength. I repeat the same 
today. In order that our voice and action may bo effective, wo must link together 
every landlord from one end to another in a single chain. That is the main 
purpose of our meeting today. We exiicct our brother landlords to join us not by 
passing pious resolutions or making speeches but by promoting a spirit of mutual 
service. Individual attention to the needs and dilucnlties of landholders by our 
district organisations, general direction r<^arding the programme of work hy our 
provincial organisations, and guidance from the All India organisation r^ording 
the policy to bo pursued hy the landlords are necessary, if we want our organisa¬ 
tion to make itsmf fdt. I feel that we should have in each provincial oiganisa- 
tion of ours a study section to plan things and find out solution of our £iy to 
day problem, a propaganda section to inform all concerned what we are doing 
and why and a third section to keep close supervision over district organisations 
which will more of less consist of filed workers. The utility and success of an 
All-India organisation will largely depend upon the strength of our provincial 
organisations, and we must leave no stone unturned to see that in the provinces 
in which there are more organisations of landloids than one, on account of 
varying local conditions, they should work in complete hamony undex the 
All-India body which we are going to set up. 

In my address at Darbhanga, I had drawn the attention of my brother 
landlords to the mischievous attempts that are being made to divide our ranks by 
pitting the landlords with small income against wose with comparativelv larger 
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income and pointed out that such a dismembenncnt of onr ranks would lead 
the entire class of landlords to thdr doom. 1 admit that they are diffor- 
eutlv situated, but the fact remains that the one cannot replace the other. Within 
the landholders’ organisation, they have different functions to perform, and it is 
only by thdr joint eftbrta that oiu- organisation cau hope to achieve its object. They 
must supplement each other and each must see that the other is justly and fairly 
treated and is able to survive the onslaughts made on him. “One for All and All 
for One” should be our watoh-word. I trust that every provincial organisation will 
pay special attention to this vital Question and bring about complete cohesion 
amongst the various grades of landholders. 

Side by side with oi^anising ourselves, we must not lose sight of the fact that 
the landlords are in a numerical minority in the county and can not exist by 
themselves. They must in order to play an effective role in the political life of the 
nation coalesce with such other groups or parties whoso aims and objects are in 
common with ours. But tiie usefulness and value of such a coalition can be deter¬ 
mined only by the measure of tlie inherent strength which our organisation gathers: 
and it is for mis very reason tiiat 1 appeal to the landholders to bo one in mind 
and smrit. 

'Friends, I have indicated what I consider to be the best line which the landlords 
should adopt at the present juncture. We must always remember that we are the 
childi-en of the soil and though differently situated from our brethren belonging to 
the other classes, have as much duties and obiirations towards our mother-coimtry 
as any body else. All that we have to consider here is how we can help onr country 
to occupy a position of honour in this world. That can be tiie only justifleaUon of 
our existence. Wc want our class to exist Ixxsause wc believe that its existence will 
contribute towards the country’s nros^icrtty and thus its destruction would plunge 
us all into chaos and disorder. Wc maintain that wc have as much right to exist 
as any other class that is in e.xistcnco today by reason of the long process of 
evolution. We have met here to demonstrate that we arc not going to recede from 
the field of action. We are alive to the needs of the situation and we are prepar^ 
to play OUT part honourably and well. liCt us now get to the business before us and 
with heart within and God overhead, determine what we should do and how. May 
we walk boldly and wisely in the light we have and get what we desire.’ 

Nawab Farroqi's Speech 

Addressing the conference Nawab Sir K. O. N. Farrogi, ex-Minister, Bengal, 
sovci-ely condemned 'the mad orgies of rank commtinalism both among Hindus and 
Muslims who are spreading the virus of religious fanaticism and cl.'iss hatred among 
the unlettered and iiiilammable mosses in tlic country.’ He dwelt at length on the 
prominent part playtd by landholders in political, soc'ial and industrial organisation 
of tho land. Landholders did not merely wllect revenue for dominance of powers 
but also gave protection to the tenants under tbeir cure against revolutions Lorn 
within and aggressions from without. They were above all bigotry, communalisra 
and narrow sectarianism. Proceeding ho said that tiie manifold rights which the 
landholders formerly enjoyed in the discharge of tbmr duties to the people under 
their care were by l^slation after legislation taken away until they were now 
reduced rather to the humble position of mere bailiffs or collectors of rent. He 
was confident that if the landholders successfully tackled the cultivators’ prob¬ 
lems, namdy, raised their agricultural credit and afforded facilities for marketing 
their produce in order they might get full value, they could at onco 
effect substantial improvement in thdr condition and regain their confidence 
and goodwill and there would be case in the collection of rent. 

He r^etted that no advantage had been taken of tho offer made by tho 
directors of tiie Reserve Bank to all soundly managed banks and even to 
all reliable bankers for acting as thdr agents for supplying credit to cultivators 
and advised the audience to follow the lead given by the Viceroy regariUng 
agricultural marketing at the conference of provincial ministers. He 
hoped that tiie proposed Indian Agricultural and Commercial Syndicate 
would save the cultivators from the exploitation of greedy and unscrupulous 
middlemen, nudiajans and sahukars and help small artisans like weavers by 
supply of materials at the chcaiwst rates and find a market for them. 
Concluding, he said that it was time the landholders of India had girded up 
tiieir loins and organised themsdves for the protection and prosperity of wemselves 
and the tenants which alone would enable them to keep abreast of the times. 
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FORMATIOH of COMMlTTlilSS 

Baja Malmhwar Dayal Seth pTO]K>sed tho formation of a constitution 
committee representative of tho dclcj;atcs of the dittbrcnt provinces and also 
of a subjects committee and while the dcletratcs selected representatives for 
these committees. 

Raja Moheshwar Dayal Seth next announced the formation of a committee 
to draft a constitution for the All-India Landlords’ Federation which wonld 
be considered on the ne.\t day. The committee consists of Raja Ilasdco of Kollengode; 
Mr. O. S. Ranga Alyar from Madras; Mr. P. D. Powar and Mr. Akhaji 
from the Central Provinces; Mr. T. S. Karwade and Major Udaya Singh from 
Bombay ; Mr. T. O. Goswami and Sir K. U. M. Farroqi from Bei^al; Nawab 
Sir Mu^mmad Yusuf and Raja Bisheswar Dayal Seth from U. P.; Mr. 
Goswami Shivchamn Das and tlie hon. Rai Bahadur Ramsaran Das from the 
Punjab; the Raja of Madhupur and the Raja of Sarangi from Orissa and 
Bh^ Masood Ahmad and Mr. Kashinath Sinha from Bihar. 

Proceedings & Resolutions—2Bd, Day—^Lneknow—Sth. April 1989 

Committee of Hkderstahdino 

That a representative Committee of twenty-five members be formed with 
authority to n^otiate on behalf of the All-India Landholders’ Federation for 
an understanding with the Indian National Congress and the Provincial 
Governments regarding the present-day problems aflecting the welfare of tho 
landholders and tenants, was the decision arrived at in tho open session on 
the next day, the 9th. April. 

The resolution streugUiens the hands of the Chattari group in tho U. P. 
which tried for a compromise with the Congress High Command on the 
tenancy legislation. Before draft resolutions were taken up for discussion, a 
number of speeches were delivered at tho Conference by representatives of 
various provinces on the general condition of landlords. 

Mr. T. C. Qostvamt (Bengal) said that land-lords to-day were faced 
with different problems in different provinces but with a common denominator, 
in Bengal they witnessed a riot of legialation. 'Hie Bengal Tenancy legislation 
did good to none. Ho described the Moneylenders Bill as *a pernicious l^islation 
wMra would destroy rural credit." It was essential for them to organise rural 
credit and enable them to negotiate with some authority with the Government 
and political parties. He suggested tliat they should allow provincial organisa¬ 
tions as much autonomy as was possible in internal affairs. 

I’roceeding, Mr. Goswami said that he was not afraid of socialism and 
communism, but of the activities of those not interested in the welfare of 
others, and whose only means of existence was to create and foment trouble. 
He owed unalterable all^iance to the Indian National Congress. Even the Congress 
itself was against disruptive tendencies. He apiiealcd to the Conference, not in tho 
name of vested interests, but of the common people of India, to do their very 
best to improve the country, its agriculture and the lot of the agriculturist. 
The economic prosperity of tho country should be the aim of those who 
claimed to be natural leaders of tho iteople. He advised them not to have a 
Landlords’ Party, but to identify themselves with others, and work for the uplift 
of rile masses. 

^'he Thakore Saheb of Kervada (Bombay) said that most zemindars’ organisa¬ 
tions were dormant, if not dead, but rumours of the Tenancy BUI and the tax on 
a^cultural income, had come as an effective tall twister. The “steam roller” of Uie 
<%ngress Government’s legislation was pursuing its pre-determined course, with only 
a courteous bow "to our bitter cries of anguish and fright.” 

G?he Thakore Saheb suggested that the attention of the Governors, the Viceroy 
and the Secretary of Stale for India bo drawn to Sections 177, 299 and 300 of the 
Government of India Act, and to the Instructions in which the interests of the 
zemindars, who were a minority, were sought to bo safeguarded. 'Ihey should take 
early steps, the Thakore Saheb said, to prevent tho passing of expropriatoiy and 
hasty mraisuim He also projioscd sending a memorial and waiting in a deputation 
on the Viceroy, and if need be on the Sccrelary of State for India. 

Mr. A. (i. Krishna Rao (Madras) said that the zemindars never wanted to 
obstruct the progress of the country, and it was wrong to imagine that they be¬ 
lieved in stagnation or that they did not want amelioration of the down-trodden. To 



-9APJI. »39] PBOCEEDINOS AND BESOLUTIONS 399 

lay the blame for tho present condition of the masses at the door of the landlords was 
unjust. It was wronj; to suggest that tho somiiidjir would ti-y to crush tho tenant 
for his own benclit. Governments might come and Governments might go, but 
the soraiiidars and tenanis would have to live together. Uo regretted hasty legislation 
])asse(l by tho Congress Govornmenis, who were hustled against their own inclina¬ 
tions, because of the demand for tlio carrying out of their election pledges. He 
thought, that if tlie Government came to an agreement with the other interests, the 
measures would not bo of such on expropriatory nature. 

Mr. M. O. Okitnavia (Nagpur), declared that the landliolders were not opposed 
to the tenants’ interests, but must opimse legislation which aimed at their own 
extermination. Uo referred to the legislative ininstice being done to tho zemindars 
in 0. V. 

Mr. Chandrealwara Praaad Singh, I<eadcr of the Opjiosition in the Bihar 
Assemldy, said that the changed circumstances had awakened them. Ue advised the 
landholders to adopt methods similar to those whereby their forefathers had secured 
to them their present comforts. He advised his aiulicnco to torn tlic idea out of 
their minds that tho Jtiitisii (Sovernment would come to their aid. They should 
take a full part in tlic struggle for tlicir rights in conjunction with other parties in 
the country. They 8houl<l take the foremost part in tho fight for tho country’s free¬ 
dom and also fight (lut tho adversary wiio utlackcd them. 

The coiifcrcnue next prixioedcd to consider rcsolntions as Raja Maheahwar 
Dayal Seth announced that the delegates of other provinces did not desire to 
say anything. 

18 Pence Eatxo DBrniMENTAL 

Tlio hon. Bai Bahadur Ram Saram Daa of the Ihinjab moved that the conference 
was of the epiiiion that the iircscnt rate of 18 t>cnce exchange ratio had proved 
detrimental to tlic best interests of India, tmrticularly of the agriculturists, and 
strongly urged its rcvision.Tho mover iHiinted out that the zaminiiars realized that 
the present exchange ratio had done them a great barm. A deputation of landholders 
had waited on the Viceroy under tho leadership of the Maharajadhiraja of 
Darbhanga in that connection. He was afraid tliat in cose the ratio was not revis^ 
the Government would have to fall on tho system of bounties and restrict 
imports. Even the exporting countries would not be benefited tliereby to the 
extent cx])ectcd. 

Shah Maaood Ahmad secondcrl the resolution. 

Mr. Atiand Ptaaud Sharma of Muhakoshal moved an amendment sugges¬ 
ting that the linking of the Indian currency with the British currency had also 
proved detrimental to the interests of India, and desiring that the old ratio of 14 
pence should be established. 

The amendment was rejected and the main resolution passed. 

Checking op Commonism 

The Raja SaJub oj Tirwn moved the following resolution 

“This conference is of the opinion tluit the s)>rcad of communistic principles 
is destructive of tho i>eace, prosperity and prepress of tlie country and it resolves 
to coiuiterct and chock such ] topnganda by all legitimate means, and with t^t 
end in view to take and invo all iKiasiblo liulp and cooperation from and to those 
who bcliovo in an ordered progress of the country. 

Moving the resolution the Uaja of Tirwa remarked th.at communism affected 
tho general and social order of a poopla They wero aware of the conditions in 
question which had ado}>tcd tliosc principles. Ho desired that they should cooperate 
wiUi all such bodies which were opposixl to communism not because it was 
against tho zamiiuhirs but iKs^ausc communism was a menace to the whole society. 
They should consider tlmt it was their religion to com1)inc in checking such things. 
It was. therefore, necessary to have a Sangalhan of Zamindars. Here the passing of 
resolutions was not enough. 

The Bttja of Tirwa in passing rcfen’cd to the manner in which tho U. P. 
Tenancy Bill was Injing passed. Every rocmlicr was not given an opportunity to 
move amendments but threats were given that it should be passed by April 6. 
Uo hoped that on return to their rcspe(:tivc iirovinncs tlio zamiudars would take 
steps to organize fully. 

Beoonding the, resolution Mr. Hirendra Nath Chaudhari remarked that 
communism and socialism was a mciiaucc to the country’s peace. Inst^ of unity 
they were threatened with a class war. 
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Khaa Sahib Qamar AH of Bibar desired that in addition to counteracting 
communistic principles &ey should also cheek one more_ party whi^ had come 
into being and uic members of which clad in Khadi and Gandhi caps created 
differences between zamindars and tenants. 

t^e resolution was supported by Messrs. Sam Nandan Chaudhry and Anand 
Prasaad Agarwal and acceph^. 

CONSTITDTIOH OP THE CONPRBENCE 


The Conference next proceeded with the consideration of the constituixon of the 
All'India Landholders’ Federation as drafted by the sub-committee appointed 
yesterday by the conference. 

The Maharaja of Mymendngh moved that the constitution drafted by the 
sub-committee bo ^opt^. Moving the resolution he remarked that the relations 
between the landlords and tenants were interallied and both were dependent on 
one another, llie iiotentialitics of the order of zamindars were great but owing 
to lack of unity they had not made themselves felt. The Maharaja next read the 
draft constitution and movetl for its acceptance. He further moved that until the 
formation of the All-Tndia Federation Committee, mentioned in the constitution, 
the president bo authorized to carry on the work of the federation with the 
assistance of a provisional committee consisting of persons chosen by the president. 


The Saja Sahib cf Kollengode, seconding the proposal, said that he considered 
that tlm move was epoch-making in the history of the landholders of India. They 
were not meeting there a day too early and he felt that the fedmation of that kind 
should have been formed long ago. Even the ruling chiefs found the necessity of 
a joint action. The Muslim L(^ue too had got an all-India association. The 
Congress wielded influence because it had an organization of an all-India character. 
Even workmen had got an all-India association. It was tragic that zamindars 
should lag behind. It was on that account tiiat their interests were in danger in 
various provinces. No other community was so affectcil by legislatures in different 
provinces as the zamindars and it was only a silver lining in that bad atmosphere 
that they were brought together for evolving measures for joint action. 

Nawab Sir Muhammad Yusuf, supporting tlie resolution, explained the general 
features of the landholders’ federation scheme. The main object of the scheme, 
he said, was to create a federation of various units of zamindars in provinces and 
tUstricts and organise zamindars on a wider basis so that they could make their 
existence felt and other political parties could take notice of them, lie emphasized 
that the working committee which the federation would have would not be a 
dictating body. The uniti should not entertain any such fear. It would be an 
autonomous body. The function of the federation would bo to tender advice and 
coordinate the activities of various units. It was obvious that the scheme was 
dr^ted within a very short 8pa(.« of time and, therefore, there might be defects in 
it but on the whole it was a scheme which should be acceptable to the conference. 


Saja Maheawar Dayal Seth of Kotra, supporting the resolution, said that the 
report of the constitution sub-committee was unanimous ; and that be knew that 
for tlm first time such a constitution was drafted, rather in hurry, and it might ^ 
full of defects, but even then he would strongly recommend that the conference 
should adopt it, as it was. It was after all a matter of formality that it bad been 
put up before tiie open conference. Having unanimously apjiointod the constitution 
sub-committee and that committee having brought out a draft unanimously, it 
should be a mere formality for the conference to accept that draft. What was im¬ 
portant was not the wordings of the constitution but bow to work it. The second 
point be emphasized was they hod to conclude the deliberations of the conference 
by that evening but if amcnamente after amendments were moved they might ^ve 
to sit for days and yet the draft might be incomplete. He, therefore, very strongly 
recommendoi that tney should accept it, knowing that it was capable of improve¬ 
ment and was full of defects, because that was adopted unanimously by the sub- 
commit^ which had been unauimously appointed by the conference. 

AccoMing to the draft constitution the association to be formed would be 
called .Ml-India Landlorders’ Federation and its aims and objects would be (a) to 
promote cooperation betwemi landlords and tenants and improve the economic con¬ 
dition of the country throngh the development of agriculture by tiidr united efforts; 
(b) to secure in every scheme of resixrnsible government adequate and effective ^e- 
guards for the landholders of India; (c) to cooperate evem at a sacrifice with all 
parties to promote prosperty in the countryside and friendly relations between the 
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various communities *, (d) to promote inter-communal harmony throughout the coun¬ 
try and (e) to tender advice and to coordinate the activities of the various units of 
the Feiieration in (he provinces. 

Mr. Brnii Pasad 'Pundmt (Allahabad) moved an amendment for the substitu¬ 
tion of the following ns objects of the association :— 

(a) To arouse national consciousness umon^ the landlords so that they make 
take their proper share in the struggle for iiolitical and economic freedom of the 
community and the country; (b) to |)romoto healthy and closer cooperation between 
the landlords, tenants aiul the agricultural labour; (c) to promote rural develop¬ 
ment ; (d) to safeguard tlie rights and interests of the landlords, tenants and other 
rural communities; (c) to promote intcr-commiiiml harmony throughout the country 
and (f) to cooperate even at a sacrifice witli all parties to promote prosperity in the 
country-side and friendly relations lictween the various communiti<». 

Mr. Tandon, moving the amendment, emphasized the need of national cons¬ 
ciousness if zamiudars wantc<l promotion of (ho country’s welfare. 

Raja Maheaioar Duyal Seth a])pcalcd to tlio conference to accept the constitution 
as it was drafted by the coiistitution sub committee. Do suggested that the president 
might take the sense of tlie house thereon or he might himself adopt a measure 
curtailing the proceedings. lie thought that the house ought to agree to passing 
the constitution without any discussion. 

A delate thought that it was too late for the Raja of Eotra to make that 
motion as an amendment had already been moved, and when the president asked 
the house if the amendments (which numbered 15) sliould be taken up or the cons¬ 
titution should be luisscil as it was, the same dobvcate remarked that the delegates 
h^ come from long distance to form a landlords’ federation and consider its consti¬ 
tution and so they slioidd not bo gagged. 

The President remarked that ho did not want to stop anybody from participa¬ 
ting in the discussions but he wanted to take the sense of the house on the proposal 
made by the Raja of Kotra aud ho proceeded to take votes. The voting appomng 
to be very close ho directed counting which resulted in 84 voting for the Raja of 
Kotra’s motion that (he constitution should be passed without considering amend¬ 
ments, 71 voting against it. Mr. Prasidh Narain Anad then demanded a division 
when voting was recorded on tlio lobby system. 

While the votes were being rceordwl the Raja of Kotra declared that he never 
intended that the amendments shouh! not be imnsidcrcd. What he wanted was that 
they should not be discussed at tlie conference for want of time and ho amended 
bis motion by arlding that the amendments should bo referred to the constitution 
siib-committco of the conference. The division resulted in 175 voting fo|r the Raja 
of Kotra’s motion and 9-4 against it. Accordingly tlio constitution draft^ by the 
sub-committee was passed without discussion aud the amendments received were 
referred to the sub-ccmmittcc. 

EIiECI'ION op the PBESinUNT 

The next resolution on the agenda was that the Mahajadhiraja of Larbhanga 
should be elected as president of tlio All-Tndin Landholders’ Federation. During 
the consideration of this resolution tlie Miiharajadhiraja of Darbhanga withdrew 
from tlie presidential chair and Raja Bahadur of Kaxmanda took the choir. The 
resolution was moved by Nawah Sahih of Ohhatari, who remarked that the Maharaja- 
dhiraja’s activities in the cause of the landlords were very great and it was in we 
fitness of things that tlicy should elect him unanimously as the first president of 
the All-India liaudholdcrs’ Fuilcration. The resolution was seconded by the hon. 
Tiala Ram Saran Das aud supported by Raja Habib of Kollengode, Nawab Sir 
K, O. M. Farooilui, Uto Raja Sahib of Tirwo and the Raja Sahib of Parikud, 
all of whom paid brilliant tributes to the Mtiburajadbiraja of Darbhanga for his 
signal services to the laudlorils. 

After the resolution was passed Uie Mabarajadliiraja of Darbhanga returned 
to the presidential chair. 

Federation’s Pi.ruob 

Mr. C. 8. R inga Jyer next moved tlio following resolution 

‘This conference hereby resolves that every member of die All-India liandhol- 
ders’ Federation pledges himself to carry out its resolutions in a spirit of service 
and sacrifice presenting a united front baring in mind the prestige and dignity of 
the ordm of the landholders without allowing personal feelings to intmf^ with 
the dischai^e of their public duties aud responsibilitieB.’ 
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In the courac of his spirited speech in which the Congress Government c«me 
under a good deal of bitter cririoism, Mr. Ranga Iyer said that they found in 
that great country a e^eat political upheaval. They also found tlmt powerful 
organizations had come into existence and they found that they became powerful 
only through service and sacrifice. Service and sacrifice, os was pointed out by 
the president in his address, was not a monopoly and must not be a monopoly 
of one particular group in that country. Q'hc time had come, the speaker said, 
that the landlords must keep abreast with the current movements of all the 
types. There was in that country a powerful parly which wanted to upset the 
order of things. Socialism was the only way of making rich people poor and 
not of making i^r people rich. Here he rofen-cd to the llaradari incident and 
the assault on Sir j. P. Srivastava and condemond the altitude of the Premier 
of the Congress Government in that connection. Mr. Rtuiga Iyer wanted the 
landlords to be united because the Congerss, he said, was playing the dirty game 
of divide and rule. Ho did not want the Congress GoveiTiments to walk into 
the f<x>tBteps of desrats and he added if it walked into the footsteps of despots 
it was for the landlords to unfurl the flag of democracy. The landholders 
must unite in the presence of a common enemy wJiich today happened to be their 
own brethren. Mr. Rnnga Iyer added tliat they did not want India to become a 
outhouse of Russia. India must be Hindnsthan and standing u)K>n her own 
personality and character, she eonid ofTer a most successful fight to Hie new 
aespotic forces. 

The resolution was passed after it was seconded by Mr, i). K. Lahiri 
Chaudhari and supported by Thakur Shaomangal Singh, 

Aorauian Skctlemkht 

Major Eaja Dwrga Narayan Singh of Tirwa moved the following 
resolution 

“This conference resolves that the All-India Landholders’ Federation Committee 
shall appoint a sub-committco of 17 members with powers to coopt 10 members 
from the I’roviiieo concerned with the president of the Working Committee as 
its Chairman to examine all questions airncting tho landlords of the province 
and to take such action to settle them us it deems ncticssary.” 

Moving the resolution the Itaja Sahib of Tirwa said that tho proposed 
Bub-committoo could visit provinces and, if ncccssaiy, even districts, to make 
enquiries, negotiate with Government and take other steps for tlic settlement of tho 

S roblems which would bo tho subject of enquiries. The zamindars did not want to 
eny to Hie tenants their legitimate rights, 'i'ho tenants’ condition was not what it 
was about 40 years t^o. Reforms were nccdcii but they did not want reforms wliieh 
would lead to litigations between ziiiuindars and tenants and yield benefit to a lliird 
party. Ho asserted that the tenancy legislation of his province was such that it 
would involve the zemiiulars and tenants in a class war and litigation. 

Lt,‘Col. Kumar Shamsher Bahadur Singh seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Binheahwar Prasad Varma moved an amendment suggesting too 
insertion in the resolution of a proviso—‘Provided that adequate representation be 
given in the sub-committee to the zamindars paying less than Rs. 5,000 as land 
revenue.’ Ho remarked that there was a misunderstanding between small and big 
zamindars and, therefore, there should be a provision for an adequate representation 
of tho former without which there was the fear of only big zamindars being 
included in the sub-committee. Mr. Anand Prasad Agarwal, seconding toe 
resolution, remarked that tho smaller zamindars were faced with the greatest 
difficulties and, therefore, their presence in sucli a sub-cirmmittce was essential. The 
Baja of Tirwa, toe mover, accepted the amendment. Baja Maheahwar Dayal 
Seth of Kotra opposed too resolution. He said that toe resolution was not so simple 
as it appeared to ne. They must undorstand fully its significance before making up 
their mind. What it meant was that toe All-Incua Federation, formed that day, 
should appoint a committee which should decide the fate of toe landlords of a 
particular province. As a concrete illustration he referred to tho tenancy 
legislation oi the United Provinces. He said that if the resolution under diBcussion 
took a definite shape, it would mean that the committee to be appointed under it 
would be empowered not only to negotiate but to come into a settlement about 
too tenancy matters with tho Congress Government. 'Are we to impose on toe 
zamindar community a settlement without taking their opinion 7’ ho asked. He 
submitted that no central constitution would intoitere wito provincial units in 
matters concerning a province. They must leave to provincial organizations to 
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decide about prorincial matters. Provincial matters should not be decided by 
outsiders, lie remai'kcd that he had not been able to understand most of the 
provisions o( the Tcniuicy Rill; even the Revenue Minister, if asked in a court of 

law, would not be able to explain Ol) per cent, of tlic provisions of that Bill. 

Therefore how can ])eople from outside understand it ?’ I'he Ruja 8ahib' of Kotra 
asserted tliat he very strongly opimscd that resolution. ‘The resolution is silly and 
that it does not require attention of any of you and it ought to be rejected.’ 

On a deic^'ate’s inquiry the Kaja of Kotra replim that he bad no objection 
to an ‘examination’ and he would not object to the resolution if the clause giving 
the sub-committee ]X>wcr to ‘settle’ questions was omitted. Accordingly the 
del^ate in question asked the Raja of Tirwa to delete the portion giving the 
sub-committee power to ‘settle’. 'I'he Raja, however, did not accept die suggestion. 

The Raja Sahib of Tirvia replying, said that it was his misfortune that 
even at that late lioiir better counsel did not ])rcvail. He honed tliat his learned 

friend, the R<ja Salub of Kotra would not misunderstand nim when he said that 

today their Tenancy Bill was K)0 times worse tlian what it was originally. It 
would take two or three months before the proi'oscd sub-committee would begin 
to function and by that time the U. 1*. Tenancy Bill might bo returned by the 
Uiqwr House or might be passed by it or God only could know what would 
luuipen to it I'he Ihija of Kotra, therefore, should not apprehend that the 
siib-committce woubl at once enter into a settlement with the Government on 
the tenancy legislaiion. The sjicakcr remarked that it was also unneccBsary for 
the Raja of Kotra to entertain any apprehension as he had got a resolution passed 
at tlic British Indian Association by a majority of votes that there should be no 
compromise with the (lovenimciit. 

The Raja of Kotra—Oa a point of onler, that is wrong *, we were not againt 
negotiations or comyiromisc but we objccUtl to arbitration. 

The Ruja of Tirwa, continiiing, said that ho would leave it to the conference 
to judge if the resolution wauled arbitration or it gave ]>owcr to the landlord 
champions of India to take action to settle questions. It did not ask the 
Congress pcotilc to arbitrate to any extent. Ho em}>lm8i/,cd tliat it was futile to 
apfirchend tliat the I'etlcratlou Committee would at once jump at Lucknow and 
would take up the 11. 1’. 'J'enancy Bill enquiry and negotiate with the Congress 
Government. 'Hie rciiolution, he added, was quite innocent and it only suggested 
a measure to remedy the grievances of tlie all-India landlords. Whenever trouble 
arose in any of the provinces. Die committee could tour throughout the province 
and try to redress the giievamros of the landlords. 

The resolution was put to vote ami dcclareil carried by a majority of votes. 

Unpku.st.vkpinu wrru Coniibess 

Another rcsoiti'-ion, wbieli aroused a great deal of controversy, was the 
following moved by Mr. Jibendra Kislwre Acharya Chaudhari : — 

““rhis conferenie resolves that a represoiilative committee of 25 members bo 
formed with autliotity to negotiate on belialf of the All-Indian LandlioldcTs’ 
Federation for an uiidcrstaiiding wlUi the Indian Nnlioiml Congress and Die 
Provincial Governmoiits ri^arding the present day problems affecting the welfare of 
landlords and tenants.” 

In a short siiccch moving the resolution Mr. Chaudhari remarked that in 
every province tenancy Icgishitioiis were curtailing the riglits luid privileges of tho 
landlords and he boixxl that Dieir Federation would bo a strong body. He added 
that the question of the represcntalioii of smidlcr mmindm-a in the projioscd 
committee would be taken seriously into ennsidcralion. 

Rai Bahadur Quru Sewak Upndhya socoiiding the resolution said that Diey 
should try to negotiate and settle on torms of equality. It would be futile to say 
that their conditions were the same as 25 or 40 yem-s btmk. They should not keep 
on sleeping in peace as before. They had to change their methods. They lagged 
behind other bodies and there was no harm in admitting their shortttomings. There 
was also no harm in aclmittiiig that the Indian National Congress was at present 
the biggest iiolitical organisation. It was for them to consider how to take 
advantage of such conditions. Wrong tilings wore said in Congress circles about 
the treatment of rnmuidiirs with tonauts and therefore it was necessary to bring 
that to the noUco of the Indian National Congress. 'J'he Moliarajadhiraja Darbhanga 
had found a way for a settlement in Bchar. If the method of negotiations was 
not adopted he did not understand what oUicr method could be adopted. The 
zamindars could not have been able to negotiate effectively when they were weak 



404 THE AtiL IlJDIA LANDLOEDB' CONFERENCE [ ltjcknow- 

but the question of weakness should go when they organized an all-India 
Federation of the landlords. 

Mr. T. N. Sinha moved an^gmendment suggesting that the proposed committee 
^uld have power to coopt ten members from the province concerned. This 
amendment was later accepted by the mover. 

Mr, B. N. Bastogt, who declared himself to be entirely in agreement with 
the spirit of the resolution, moved an amendment that in every province there 
should be committees of provincial units whose function would no to negotiate 
for settlements on questions that might arise, with the Provincial Governments. 
He was afraid that the original resolution would not serve the purpose for which 
it was intended, for most of the memimrs of that tyiic of committee would be 
ignorant of the rural problems of different provinces. 

Ba% Hari Prasad Lai opposed the resolution suggesting negotiations with the 
Congress. He criticised the Behar compromise. He asserted tliat the zamiudars’ 
ri^ts and privileges were being butchered. He added that the zamindars of 
B^r had come to the coofereuce in the hope that the All-India Federation would 
give a Imd in the organization of their province but they were going back 
disappointed. They were not prepared for such a weakness as was impked in the 
resolution. They must oi^anize themselves first. 

Mr. J. K. Chowdhry said that they had adopted the constitution of the 
All-India lAndlords’ Federation just then and one of the obiect of the Federation 
was to cooperate even at a sacrifico with all parties to promote prosperity in the 
countryside and hiendly relations between tlie various communities.' How then 
could they oppose the proposd about negotiations? he asked. The Congress, be 
added, was the greatest political party, highly organized. It was the only 
party which could deliver goods and solve proposiuons to the satisfaction of all. 

Shah Maaood Ahmad of Behar made a very veliemcnt speech in opposing 
the resolution. He disclosed diat the resolution under discussion had been passed 
in the meeting of the subjects committee by a narrow margin. The appointment 
of a committee to negotiate for a compromise was a novel procedure which, he 
asserted, had no precedent. When there were negotiaUons between the Congress 
and the Muslim League, there was first a talk between Mahatma Gaudlii and Mr. 
J inn^, neither of whom hod a mandate. from the Congress or the Muslim 
L^ue to n^otiato. Therefore the constitutional position would be that some 
individuals nught initiate, if ^ey liked some n^tiations aud if they made any 
progress then the matter could be brought before the Federation. 

Continuing Shah Masood Ahmad criticised the Congress-Landlords’ negotia¬ 
tions and compromise in B^ar, He thought that sometimes confidential 
instructions were issued by the Government which were contrary to the terms of 
compromise. When the Governor gave assent to the Tenancy L^islation of 
Behar, the clause which was in the interest of zamindars was kci>t pending. Was 
that justice 7 he asked. It was a peculiar proicdnro of sanctioning only half the 
Bill and withholding assent to the [lart which benefited another party. The 
Finance Minister declared in the Council that they hud practically finished the 
zamindari system. The Speaker asserted that the Congress Government was not 
doing anything for the zamindars. The condition of the zamindars of Behar 
was pitiable and he appealed to those, who entertained any doubts about it, to pay 
a visit to Behar and to see the zamindars’ plight with their own eyes. He did not 
blame the zamiuder leaders for the compromise. They had enlcreu into it honestly 
but he thought that they did not understand that the compromise would reduce 
tiicm to such a pitiable condition. He advised the other provinces not to n^otiate 
with Congress for a setUement. It would be a great blunder to start negotiations. 
In conclusion ho suggested that they should try to get the Government of India 
Act amended so as to secure larger representation of the zamindars in the 
Legislatures and to get the number of the members of the Upper Houses 
tripled. They should also make it clear that if justice was not done to them they 
would resort to the same methods with which the kisaiis had tiireatencd the 
British Government and on which account the British Government had yielded. 
*Wo shall say that if the Government docs not protect the minorities we shall 
boycott British goods.’ 

Mr. Chanareshwar Prasad Narain Singh roaiuly replied to the criticisms 
levdled in connection with the Bciiar compromise. He had also a hand in the 
settlement. In the work of settlement tiie Congressmen were as desirous of 
8uc<‘«88ful compromise as the landlords. At one time a stage was reached when 
breakdown appeared to be imminent and then Maulaua Abiu Kalam Azad wired 
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to him (s^kcr) and the Prime Minieter sayine that the brettkdoan of die noKOlia- 
tiona vrould not be proiior. Ue camo from Cfueutta and gave advice, which be 
considered to be nroper, and mode the Congress accept tlie landlords’ terms. 
In the face of such facts he did not Uiink that Uicy could blame tlie Congress 
and accuse them of going back a|)on die terms of compromise. 'Ihere were a few 
terms which were to be brought into jiracticc after watching the condition of the 
province and he iiiform^ the conference diat it was in connection with diat work 
that Mahaniindhiraja was going to Patna on April 11 to confer with Habn Raieiidra 
Prasail. In this country danger was from socialism and not from the Congress. JIo 
advised the landlords to work with a spirit of unity. 9'hcro were some things in 
the Congress with wliich he did not agree and that was why ho was not with 
the Gandhi groap. When the landlords lind cstuhlishcd their strong body, its work 
sbonld be to draw die Congress also to the right path. 

The resolution was passed tiy an overwlielming maioiity amid n]iplause. 

It being a very late liour of tho evening Uirce other rcsohitioiis were passed 
without speeches. One of them, wliich was moved by Mr. Anand l‘ra»ad Aijurwal 
and seconded by liai Baliadur Bhagvuli Saran Sinyh, protestcil against the imposi- 
tion of agricultural tax in Bihar, die other, moved by Jiujah Bahib of Kollvngode 
and Biipporleil by Mr. B. N. Chukravnrii Chaudhari and Mr. J. Krishna llao, pro¬ 
tested against die prcseiit policy of I^egislativc interference in matters connected 
with religion and the third, niovcil by Mr. Bam Nandan Chaudhari and Shah 
Mattoad Ahmad suggested diat any measure all'cuting die lights iiiul interests of the 
samindars ahonld receive snnctioii of a major section of the rnmindnrs before they 
bcctimo law. The coiisiiloralion of the rcsoluiiun being over the |•rcsidcIlt, the 
Maharajadhiraja of Darhkauga thanked the dclcgiitcs for their co-opcTation in tho 
conduct of the proceeding of the conference so successfully. 


The All India Kisan Conference 

Annual Session—Gaya—9tli. Sl 10th. April 1939 

Secuetaex's Report 

The annual session of the All India Kisan Conference commenced at Gayn on 
tho Sth. April 1989 niidor the presidency of Arharja Nurtndra Dev, where nearly a 
lakh of kisaiis attended. “Baude-Mntanim” and IJnlii song “My flag is in my band 
to-day” were sung. A unique fcntuic of the conference was that sister oigaiiisations 
were adeqiialely represented. Several welikiiowu leaders of working class and Kisan 
organisations from various parts of the eoiiiitry spoke at length on their struggles. 

It may be noted Unit in the real sense of die term the Kisan Sobha held its 
annual session on an All-India seulc in llUiiir to-day for the first time, Lucknow 
session and Fai7,|iiir gathering were but )'oor allows and the Comilla aossion ended in 
a split because of the autocratic supremacy of tJic non-Kisans. In this session Bihar, 
of course, sent the largest number of delegates and Bengal’s claim came nest. From 
Bengal, more than VU Kisan rc]ircsrntaUvcs and leadcjs joined on behalf of all 
district organisations. Orissa, in spito of being a purely agricultural country and 
having a number of Kisan organisal ions, was very poorly represented. 

Prof. A. O. Bangti, t'ci-ielary, prcsciitcil the accounts and through the annual 
report it was unfolded how phenomenal and wide awakening has taken place among 
the Indian peasantry, which was jmisadng with new life and vigour. 9he report i•re¬ 
sented a bird’s-eye view of the Kisan movement in the ]iroviiiee8 and narrated now 
boldly the Kisans underwent persecution with S|iccial rcfenuice to Barliaya Tal and 
Rcora Batyagraha. It deplored the growing tendency of the Congress towards cons¬ 
titutionalism and the atmosphere of growing content with the opportunities of rc- 
coiistrue.tion through legislation ann rorai up>lift. The report maintained that the 
Congress Lad lost the true perspective of thing s mid was losing sight of the goal for 
ahsoliitc independence and was contended with patch works on the constitution, 
which fcttcieu India in bondage. It deplored the lighting attitude of the Congress 
against the Kisan Bitbha. If the Kisan Bnblia and its workers did not continue 
their struggles and hcliied, the national cmaneipatiou movement would have, by 
this time, been in complete stagnation. 
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The Pbesioential Address 

In the course of his presidential address Acharya Narendra Dev said 

'^L^slation is being undertaken to aiford some measure of relief to the im- 
poTerished peasantry by the various Oovernments in the provinces. The measures are 
not adeuuate to meet we immediate needs of the situation. Much more is possible 
within we fi-amework of the present act and perliaps much more will be done in 
due course of time. But it is regrettable that agrarian reform in all its aspects is 
being delayed for no good reason. The process is slow and though the Congress 
Oovernments do enjoy the backing of the masses there is in evidence in certain 
provinces a desire for compromise and a feeling of hesitation to go fast for fear of 
the vested interests. Though the measure hitherto taken are oiily in the nature 
of palliatives and do not foreshadow any radical change in the social basis of the 
landowning classes, yet a hue and cry has been raised by the landed aristocracy as 
if changes of revolutionary dimensions were lieing incorporated in the statute. The 
economic situation is so desperate tliat drastic measures are needed to bring real 
relief to the masses. All that tlie Congress Governments are doing to-day is only 
to ease a few of the more iniquitous burdens tliat the iieasant is made to bear to¬ 
day, but his condition is miserable and that after a brief respite the remaining bur¬ 
dens will again prove irksome and heavy and he will make an insistent and imperative 
demand to be rmieved of them as well. It is no doubt true that whatever may 
happen the ficasautry is not again going to look up to the land-owning class as 
its natural leader. Ilic political influence of this (dass is surely on the wane al¬ 
though its social basis may not have been wi])ed out. It would be diflicult to 
restore it It seems tliat the storm of opiiosition that is being raised to-day to the 
introduction of agraiiau reforms is duo to the tear for the future and tlic realisa¬ 
tion of the fact Wat the present measures only mark the beginning of a new era of 
such successive changes in the agrarian organisations as arc sure to undermine their 
position of eminence aiul shatter their social basis completely. 

“They are out of their wits but I am sure tliat if they had wielded ])Olitical 
power to-day they would have been eomiiellcd by mass pressure to take almost simi¬ 
lar measures, of cxiurse with great rcluchuice. No amount of manocuvering and rural 
development work would have succeeded in deceiving the masses nor would it have 
been possible to keep the rising tide of peasant militancy under check. The over¬ 
whelming poverty of the masses was damonriiig for action, and they would have 
taken to extra Iwal remedies if law had not come to Uieir rescue. 

“Congress Government, it is admitted, are labouring under a handicap, for the 
present Act does not afford Uicm suilicicnt scone tor. initiating revolutionary 
measures. But it was certainly expected of them that they would exhaust all the 
possibilities of the constitution in order to bring the gi-eatest measures of relief 
to the masses. The still more disquictuig fact of the present situation is Wat many 
of our mlnietcTB look uimn kisan organisations and Weir workers with an eye of 
8u8i)icioii and distrust. The word of a Kisan worker is generally disbelieved. Ho 
is taken to be a stranger and his visit is seldom wolcoroo. It is also distressing 
that criticism even by Congressmen is not relished. Even friendly criticism is 
resented and is sometimes unreasonably taken as on index of a hostile attitude. 


“Government, whieii is responsible to the people, sUould instead of resenting cri¬ 
ticism invite it. It should not wait for taking action till a demand becomes insistent 
and specific action is Wreatened to enforce these demands. I fervently desire that 
Congress Ministries be enshrined in the hearts of our people. 

“Our Ministries should therefore be more resimnsible to We demands of Wo 
masses and listen to their ^evanees tlirough their accredited representatives with 
patience and sympathy, lue peasant movement should not be looked askance. If 
abuses which are )x>inted are remedied and gross inequities arc redressed, there 


usurers and village Bauias. The question of rural indebtedness should bo 
oarefnlly examined and if rural debts cannot be wiped out completely the 
burden should be ^considerably eased. Special attention will have at the same 
■' 3 the provision of capital and cheap credit fs 

WB ^otild be enacted for We marketing of 


a meusive lana improvement, uovornment support ana encoiir 
be ^ven to the farmers and active agrarian policy should bo followed. 
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"Tlie question is often asked where is the ne^ for the Eisan organisation 
when the Congress membership predominantly consists of peasants and the Con¬ 
gress has in its agrarian programme of Faizpnr and the Economic Rights resolution 
of Karac'hi incoriiorated many of the demands of the peasants in its programme. 
The single answer is that the Congress being a multi-class organization the ])ea8ant 
is not a))ie fnliy to assert himself in the national organization. His attitude towards 
other classes is not very free but is constrained and bo finds himself lost in a 
mixe<i gathering. In order therefore to enable him to give up his hesitancy and 
to assume a more iiidcpiiiidcut attitude it is necessary to ^ve him preliminary 
training in an organization of his own class. 

"Iltisidcs, the Cougicss being an national organization, is not in a position to 
acxicpt the basic demands of the peasants or for the matter of that any other 
demands unless pressed hard by circumstances. The dire poverty of the Indian 
masses has, it is true, from very early days, engaged the attention of the leaders 
of Indian public oinnion but they trcabal it as a jwlitical grievance to be 
attributed mainly to the heavy drain on India and uot something which was 
inherent in the economic structure of tlio <!Oiintry and which could be removed 
only by revolutiosiary changes in that structure. The Kisan organisation is 
therefore nocessary to esert revolutionary pressure on the Congress to adopt 
more and more the demands of the (leasanta. Such pressure has been applied 
to the j)ast witli good results and to-day the Congress is plojlged to fight 
for the interest of the ntasanls. And how can tlio Congress act otherwise when 
it claims to represent tlu! nation and wheit, as we know, the huge exploited mass 
of the iHsisants does constitute tlic ludion. I ho Congreas, UtetMorc, if it wants 
to servo the National interest, must seek to iiMish Uio basis of all colonial and 
fcudalistic exploitation. 

*Ab tlie level attained by the Congress organisation is uneven in different 
provinces and as several comniithvsa are coiitrollcil by /aminder elements the 
resolutions of the Ce ngress cannot lie implmciitod and remain in practice a dead 
letter. In such nUvxa peasants will not rei-uivc (lie nssistaiice from the Congress 
Ooniinittce to winch tlioy arc eiitiilal and their grievances will go tiiirodrcssed 
for want of advocacy, it is exiu-.tly in such places that the e.\istc.nco of tlio Kisan 
Sablia will bo mostly n<!cdcd to cairy ou their day to day struggle. Kince the 
advent of Congress .vtinistrics in eight provinces it has bc<-omc a part of normal 
activities of tlio Congress to receive iictitions from the jxmsants and to help them 
in soc.uring rcilrcss of their grievances Imt even to-day cases arc not wanting when 
an individiiul eoramittec docs not Interest Itself in the matter for the simple reason 
tliat it was conlrolltxl liy Zamindars who arc not true to the Congress iirogrammo 
and who oven use their position for frustrating the peasants’ riglila and claims 
on the organization. Agiun, wc do not know whether this B])ccial interest which 
is being cvine«i to-day liy Congress Committees in tlic day to day questions of 
the iicasants will bo kept up at tlic present level even after the Congress is out 
of iiowcr. , 

Acharya Narendrn Dev thought "if Uic necessity for a so]iarate organization 
of the peasants is established it is necessary to emphasize the imperative duty 
for the Kisan Sabhas to cuter into friendly relations with the local Congress 
organizations and to carry on their activities in co-operation with them as 6ir 
as (Hissible. The assistance rendered by the Congress Committee will not only 
be of groat value to them, espcc.ially at the present juncture but will also 
accelerate the progress of making the Congress Kisan minded. It is a matter 
of expcricneo mat siiico the Congrras lias ficen placed in power by tlic support 
of the peasants tuul since special responsibilities have acvcloped u])on it for 
looMng to Uic interests of the peasants it has become more and more Kisan 
miiidM. The process is, however, uot yet comjiletc, and it will be some time 
before it is so. Rut if after importuimting their help it is not forthcoming 
the Kisan Sablia will have no ojition except to move indc}i<mdently in 
matter, 'fbore should be however no desire to enter into rivalry with the Congress. 
The desire to gain predominance over tlio Congress should bo checked. We must 
remember that tlio two organizations aro comjiloraentary to each other. Each is 
strengthened by the support of the other. Wc aro bound to make grievous 
mistakes if we do nor, constantly keep in view the complementary character of 
the two organizations. The Kisan Sabhas aro primanly to be organized to 
secUTo the economic rights of the ^icasants and to conduct their day to day economic 
struggles. But the colonial exploitation from which the peasant suffers cannot be 
endM without achieving complete independence and as no cannot enjoy politioal 
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freedom without political power so long i.3 India is in bondage it is necessary that 
the peasant should strive for national freedom in co-operation with other classes. 
The Congress is a symbol of national fresdom and is the platform of anti-imperialist 
struggle. The peasant therefore has to be taught to love and claim the Congress 
as his own organization. A stepmot ierly behaviour towards it will not do. If 
the economic struggle is to be linked up with the national struggle in order to 
give social contents to the national lib( ration movement it is only just and proper 
that the two organizations should be intalocked in permanent union. 

Referring to other difficulties in tleir way the president regretted that in 
certain parts of the country where t.ie bulk of the landowners were not of 
the same religion as the mass of peasants Kisaii organisation had assumed a 
communal character. Such organisations liad como iiito existence chiefly because 
the Congress organisations of the provii ce grossly neglected the interests of the 
peasants. The communal disharmony j revailing at present made even co-operation 
between the two parlies sometimes imp)ssible, to say nothing of the merger of 
the two organisations. Though the agra ian movement might have received impetus 
from this fact in such regions yet t could not be considered as a healthy 
movement from the view point of the national struggle. The present movement 
could not afford to be siilit up oi communal lines. Multiplicity of peasant 
organisations would also add to the confusion. The present position could be 
altered not by exhibition of anger )r impatience but the workers should try 
to win the confidence and support of the peasants by selfless hard work and the 
more they identified themselves with the peasant masses the more they would 
succeed in the task. But to achieve this end they should also try to create cadres 
of workers belonging to the same religious community. Workers should also 
try to negotiate merger with the leacers of the communal peasant organisations. 
The Congress also should shed its narrow outlook and devote its attention to 
peasant work in the province. 

Proceeding ho said that there was iihenomenal awakening in the country¬ 
side and they could reap a nice harvest if only they know how to make the best 
use of opportunities. The workers should receive political education. The relation¬ 
ship that should subsist between the Kisan Sabha and the Congress should be 
well-impressed upon their minds. Tl.e necessity and significance of the peasant 
movenment, the role of the peasantry in the Anti-imperialist struggle and the 
role of the Congress should be things on which the workers should be enligh¬ 
tened. The organisation should be strictly supervised and controlled. Strict 
discipline should be maintained in the ranks. Organisational expansion should 
be accompanied by steps to arouse proper functioning and disciifline. Peaceful 
character of the movement slioulcl bt emphasised and peasant problems of every 
province should be carefully studied and suitable literature produced in Indian 
languages for the Ideological Trainii g of the workers. 

Referring to the controversy thit has centred round the question,of tlie official 
emblem of the peasant organisation, Acharyaii said that some contended that as the 
Congress organisation was pre-eminently a Kisan organisation the nog ^o\rid be 
the flag of the Kisan Sal)ha, The j osition of the Sabha is that the red being 

the flag of the exploited and the s; mbol of class solidarity of the peasants with the 
workers it should be the official flag of the organisation. Both agree that disrespect 
should not be shown to the other flig. It was a vital matter both for the fntijte of 
the pleasant movement and thenatirnal liberation movement and could not he treated 
lightly. It was the Russian Revolution that helped the masses to take the centre of 
the ivorld stage and as such peasants all the world over owed deep dept of‘gratitude 
to the Red Flag. The Red Fl.ag was also respected because it was the ftSg of the 
exploited and the down-trodden, it also bore an international character and avas 
the symbol of fraternisation of peaiants and workers. 

But they could not have a negative attitude towards the national flag. Their 
feelings for it should be those of positive love and reB|iect and should equally com¬ 
mand their loyalty. It was in tl.e interest of the Kisans themselves that they 
should turn the Congress into a genuine people’s organisation and if that be so, 
they will have to give their unswe.-ving loyalty to the national flag. 

Another consideration in siirport of the adoption of the national flag is that 
the Congress has more and more come to represent the economic urge of the masses. 
The Congress is evolving and a riih social content was being put into the political 
concepts of the movement. He, therefore, respectfully requested the conference to 
revise their opinion and adopt the national flag as well. 
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“'Die Internationnl mtuation ia rapidly deteriorating and the world is rushing 
head-long towards a crisis. The aysiem of collective security has completely 
broken down. J’l^ca are bdng vi<>lalc<l. The so-called democracies ol Western 
Europe arc betraying dctnooracy. Great Britain is a siicttial oflendcr in this respect. 
It has deliberately aided hiscist rawers attd luis by its weak-kneed policy }ieli)ed 
Nazi Germany in cxi.inguishin{' tlie freedom of small independent states, llie world 
is ]>assing through a moral crisis and thu moment seems to be ripe when India 
sbouM consciously prepare herself for the final struggle. The time has come when 
we should take tlio initiative in our own liamls and initiate a n.atinn-wide struggle 
to gain our national objective. We liavc so far been sitting on the fence awaiting 
the introiluction of the Fctlerai Hclicme which the Congress is plcdgeil to oppose. 
But this attitude, of mind helps a iiolii-y of drift, dangerous for a fit^ting organi¬ 
sation. We, therefore, welcome the (Ici-ision of the Congress at Tripiiri which puts an 
end to this )x>Iicy of drift and calls niion all purls of tho Congress organisations, 
(biigress Gorerumcii's and the pooiitc gcncRdly to prepare llic country for a nation¬ 
wide struggle. Tins momentous (iccision of the Congress was, however, taken in 
an atmirsphere surchirgcd with personal Idttcmess and animosity and other matters 
miicli less coiiseqncn'ial seemed to dominate the scene for the moment which ul¬ 
timately succeeded in ovor-slindowing the one central decision of Tripuri, 


Resolutions—Second Day-Oaya—lOtb. April 1930 


The following resolutions were adoptctl at the second day’s sitting of Uhc 
Confcrcn>;e 


Nation .AT. Pieman d 

“The past year has witnessed a phcnoincnul awakening and growth of organisa¬ 
tional Btrcngt.il of tlu Khans of India. Not only have they taken a much greater 
part than ever before in the general democratic movement in the country, but 

they have also awakened to a conseionsness of their position as a class desperately 
trying to exist in the fm-o of ruthless fendal-cuin-inipcrialist exploitation. Their 
elass organisations liavc _ thcrotoro mnlHpIic'l and tlieir struggle against this 

exploitation has risen to lughor levels ns is wUnessetl by the hiimerons partial 

struggles throughout the country. I'liis awiikcniug and the experience of this 
struggle has luoiigUt a new political consciousness to them, 'fliey have realised 
the nature of tlie fop-os titcy arc lighting t^ninst. and the true remetlics of tlicir 
poverty aud cxplollulioii. Tlioir vision is no longer limiitsl by Uicir natural 

isolations and lo..-atiO'i. Iliey liave reiiliscil that imperialism winch lives for anil 
tlirives on tlicir cxpl<<itatiou in many visible and tiivisibln forms must go and that 
it must go principally by their action taken in nHiaiicc with oUicr anti-imperia¬ 
list forces ill tlie country. They liavc also realised ilial partly ns a liang over from 
the feudal past of _ tltc country and ivartly due lo the delilvcralc attempts of 
impewalism there is a native system of cxploiialion Avbicii lias enslaved and 
iinjioverishcd tlicm and which too must go. They have tlicrnfore come to the 
conclusion that the logical end of their ibiy to day struggle must be a mighty 
attack on the^rcmoval of inipcriidism itself and an agrnrbin revolution wldeh will 
give them land, jreniovc all intermediary exploiters between them and the State 
and free them-from die burden of debt aud secure to them the fidl enjoyment 
of the fruits of labour. 


IlKl.tgF TO PEA.SANTUA’ 

“Secondly, the past year has been a yctir of small reliefs to tho peasantry 
secured to them from the I'rovincial tJovcriiniDnIs. The crying inadetiiniey of these 
reliefs, the great obstm-les created by the vi'stol interests tliat have to be eueoiin- 
tered in securing them, die piitciil iiic:i|iac.iry of I’rovincial Autonomy to solve 
any of the basic, agrarian problems luive fully exposiHl flic hollowness of Provin¬ 
cial Autonomy anil have srreiigtliciuxl die couvidiou of the peasants that the 
present slave constitiiiion must go ami be replaccil by one that is framed by the 
jicoplc themsiilves. Tlie Siihha Uitis is jiroiid to declare tliat to-day the determina¬ 
tion of the Kisaiis of India to free themselves from the fcn(lat-cum-im])eriali8t 
exploitation ami tlieir preparevliicss to do so are greater than ever before. 

“'rhe Sablia is glad to note tliat there are other i<owerfal forces and factors 
in the country and outside that arc rnpiilly leading not only the peasants but 
the Indian people as a whole towanls these and similar ends. First of all is 
tho great rise in the |H>wer aud iuHiienrc of the Indian National Congress, the 
biggest political organisation of the Indum |<eO]>lc, the power of wbiw tM is 
largely drawn from tho power of the Eisatis of tho country. The Congress has 
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dcclared at its last scssioji in unequivocal terms that its organisations and the country 
generally must immediately begin ]>rc|)iiralions lor launcbiiig a nation-wide 
struggle for the establishmentan inilciMimierit democratic state. The Babha 
while pledging its fullest supi^rt in this struggle and in the preparation for it 
hopes that the Congress cTcecntivc or the forthcoming meeting of the A. I. C. C. 
shall take steps to give clTect to that declaration and take the contemplated 
preparation in hand. The Sablia feels that parlicnlor efforts should be made to 
build up that united front l)ctwc(!n the Congress and the Kisnn Babha which 
has been the aim of the Sabha in order that the forces of national disunity 
which at bottom arc the expression of upper class interest do not impair the 
essential unity of the entire Indian people nghting against imperialism that must 
he expressed m action tlirough the Congress. 

Nhei) fok Oroanisation 

“The organisation of the industrial workers, the }H)Wcrful allies of the Kisans 
and their struggle have reiiehcd higher level Unit ever before. ITnity in the Trade 
Union movement has been achieved and the iKilitical conscionsness of the workers 
has grown. The Bablia rvishes that closer links lictwccn the workers and jieasnnt 
organisations and inovements should be forged and directs the A. I. K. C. to 
take Uio necessary steps for it. 

‘‘One-third of the Indian masses have liiilierlo slumbered in the enforced 
backwardness of the native Btates. llccrcnt months have witnessed tin extraordinary 
awakening among them due to tlic impact of ibe dcmoc.ratic movement in the 
country and latterly of the jiciutaiit movement, and the nwtik(.niug among the Jvisnns. 
The struggle of the States’ f.coptc is also largely a struggle of the Kisnns not 
only for the civil or political rights anti liberl cs bnt nlsb for economic emanci¬ 
pation. There is in additition to all these a general awakening in the country and 
youtlis, students, women and otficrs are ail on the move of organising, struggling, 
their faces set in the common dirction, i. <t. inilcpeiident ilcmocriillc Kw’arnj. 

“All this is liapjiening in the mitlst of a pave worlil crisis. The world hovers 
on the brink of a eolainifons holoeanst. llrilish Imperialism, shaken to its root, 
fully grip\Jctl by this crisis is, one tlie one band, stcatlily currying on war prepara¬ 
tions in India and taking war rocasurcs such ns, army recruitment net, tlic recent 
attack on I’rovincial Autonomy to ensure grcfiter control for the centre in war 
emergencies and on the other, trying to conaolubite liy small concessions some 
of tlie forces that arraign against it. At the same time it has reiterated its deter¬ 
mination to impose on the country the nniversnlly condemned Federation. It con¬ 
tinues to help and abate tlie reactionary and disruptive feudal and cximmnnal forces. 

“In view therefore of this international and national situation the Babha affirms 
that the time has come when the unitctl forces of the country embraces the Con¬ 
gress, the States peoples, peasants and workci-s of tlie organisations and the fieople 
generally should take a forward step and launch an attack on the slave constitution 
on the Imiierialist domination itself for complete national iudependenee and a demo¬ 
cratic Btate of the Indian people leading ultimately to the rcalisalion of a Kisan- 
Mazdooi Baj. 

Programmk of Action 

“The Babha therefore calls its constituent units to take in hand the following 
programme of action—(1) I’opularisaliou of necessity of the coming nation-wide 
struggle and of fighting nncomtironiisingly aguinl Federation. 

i2) Intensidcntioii and hiU^cratiori of tlic political struggles of the peasants. 

(3) Establishing of united front between the (.'ongress, the A. I. K. B. the A. 
I. T. U. C. and other anti-imperialistic organisations. 

(4) Insisting upon acceptance and implerocuting by the Provincial Governments 
of the immediate demands of the Kisan Babha and implementing of the election 
manifesto by the Congress Ministry. 

(.5) liquidation of forces of communal disruption through common straggle 
of ^ masses for their economic and ixilitical demands and through fighting for 
scrupulous observances of minority rights. 

Organisation of a strong Kisan Volunteer Corps. 

(7) Solidarity demonstration and active help to the State’s people. 

“The Babha directs that all tlic delegates at this session should report on this 
resolution to their constituents on their return. It further calls upon the 
i^san Babhas and the Kisan workers all over tlie country to popularise this 
resolution through meetings and leaflets and other methods of propaganda. 
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Rbkqai. Ministry 

“The party whlli form the Coalition Government of Bengal, before the general 
election, promise to the i^eople that if they were in ])ower_ after the election they 
would adopt measures for the amelioration of the condition of peasants of the 
province and remove the disabilities caused by the then existing repressive laws. 
But since Hiey assumed jiowcr they have done little to fiillil those promises. 

(2) It is true that (hey have amended the Tenancy laws and thereby done 
some good to some tenants lint tluit is far lielow the mark and hardly touches the 
poorest classes of tenants and Uhag-Chasis, or Bargadars who needed relirf most. 

(3) In regard to tlie iiisiatcnt demands of the iicnsants and the Kisan cabha 
for reduction of rent, the Government Imve apjioiuted a T.aiid Revenue Commission 
to investigate the land problems. This has Ikicu lookeil iiixin as a dodge to shelve 
the question for a considerable time while isipular demand is that an interim re¬ 
port ^ould be jiublnhed by the Commission witliout delay. 

(4) So far as agricultural indebtedness is concerned what little measure has 
been adopted by the Government is of such a nature that it can bo taken advan¬ 
tage of by noii-agrici.ltural classes rather tliaii give relief to the agricultural debtors 
who need relief moat. 

(5) Besides, so far ns mass movement and particularly the Kisan movement 
of the province are conceniod, tlio attitude of the Government of Bengal has been 
one of constant hostility and this is proveil by the repressive measures deliberately 
taken in conneidion wiih peasant agitation in Barisal, Buidwun, 24-Parganas, 
llooghly and other distric Is where Kisan workers have been gsggcd and the 
Kisans nave been subjectccl to vaiions ways of torture such ns assault, arrest, 
imprisonment, contisc utioii of Kisiuis’ proiipitms, valued several times the actual 
dues claimed liy the '.iovcniment in the name of realising their dues. 

(()) In view ol the above facts this t^ablm condemns the action and the 
attitude of the Government of liengal ami dc.nianJs full justice to the ijcasants of the 
province at least to flic extent of wlctiming their clot tion pledges. 

Buiau Ministry 

“Whereas the Congress election maitift'sto, the ngrariati programme of the Fai/pur 
Congress and the demands nuule on their basis by tlio Kisans, Kisan Sabhns and 
some Congress Coinnii'tccs ciucictl into an agreement witli the rcactiona^ 
semindars, the allies of iWitisli 1 niiiorialism anil llii! opi'onenls of the Congress in 
which not only the interest of tlie Kinins was not kept in view lint which has 
proved detrimental (o the prestige of tin: Goiigress ami has shaken the confidence 
of the Kisans in it and, 

“WlierciiH their agrarian legislation ))n.ssetl in accordance with the CongTcss- 
sauiiiular agreement is inn nnty iiiiiibiinale and unprogressiye but lias failed 
to give the luiicli-necdcd relicts lo tliem and made iJicin suffer ilaily new diflionltics 
anii tortures Imvo allnwed tlicir noi'S and grain rot in tlie liefds and Uie threshing 
floors and to crown eases have lieen started against them and, 

‘‘Whereas a dangerous weapon has been given lo the /cmimlars in the sliape 
of facility to dislruiii the ero) s of the Kisans by means of a tenancy law and 

“Wlioreas the law, which the Congress ministry lias jiasscil with a view to 
solve tiie most vexed problems of the Kisans, vis, Uu; restoration of Bakast lauds, 
has not only proval to be incapable of solving Uie probloiu but has made them 
suffer at the liands (>f the zemimlar on ui'coiiiit of ilie. tiassivc attitude of tlie 
Ministry and made them helpless in proUicling their huids, and 

“Whereas on one side the xeuiindars arc ilepriving the Kisans of Uicir lands, 
on the otlier Inuid the Kisans ami Kisan woikers are being implicated in criminal 
cases so much so that men of (he siandiiig of I't. .Tudnnnndnn fJharma, Rev. 
Raliul Bankritaiii and IT. Rammuidan Misra have heen accusal of tlieft under 
section 379 1. 1*. C. and 

“Whereas reiircssive policy is licing piirsual by Iho Ministry in order to crush 
the power of resistance among the Kisans and wberavs ilic Ministry has miserably 
fallal to relieve tlic Kisans of their heavy and cnishiiig burden of debts and 
whereas the i^mindars have observal the terms of Uicir agreement with the 
Congress Ministi^, 

“Tlie Babba demands from Uic Congress niiUiorilics in Behar that the Congress 
Zemindar agreement be ]iut an cad to at once, that llic Congress Minist^ bo 
ordered to put a stop to the high-hundaliicss and tyranny of the ^mindars and that 
the Congress Ministry shall take immediato steps to solve the Bakast problems and 
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generally to implement the terms of the Congress election manifesto and the 
agrarian pr(^amme of ^e Fai%pur Congress. ^ 

AanicuLTUttAL Lauogr 

"This Sabha has always recognised that Agricultural labourers and (agricultural 
workers) are an in^ral section of the class of iCisons and that there can be 
no real progress of Eisans and regeneration of our rural life until and unless the 
large body of agricultural labourers is assured of secunty of employment, minimum 
wages, humane and resiiectable conditions of life aud fi-ecuom from all vestiges of 
feudal serfdom of bondage. 

“This Sabha is k^nly conscious of the fact that every year more and more 
lande*! Kisans are becoming landless and both they and the tenants are driven 
down into the ranks of agricultural labourers by relentless protiess of the increasing 
unprofitability of agriciuturc, crushing burdens of taxation etc. and tlicrcfore it is 
in the interests of tlto whole Kisan class itself tluit tlie real labourers shall be 
raised to as high a level as possible. Therefore this Babha calls a))un all Kisan 
Babhas to strive their best to achieve immediately among other tilings at least the 
following(i) Comuletc cancellation of their debts, (ii) Reservation of all un¬ 
occupied but cultivable lauds for their co-operative ex]i1oitation by agricultural 
workers, (iii) The establishment of Agricultural wages Boards consisting of represen¬ 
tatives of jieasants and agricultural labourers to fix minimum wages and other 
conditions of work, (iv) Extension of the Workmen’s Comiicnsation Act to them. 

(v) A national policy of housing and protected drinking water supply for them. 

(vi) Penalisation of every kind of illegal cxaidions, feudal serfdom, forced labour. 

(vii) Repeal of the Criminal Tribes Act aud (either repeal or amendment of) 
those provisions of the 1. F. G. which are frequently and arbitrarily invoked 
against them by the police. 

"Where separate Agricultural Labour Unions have come into existence it is 
the duty of the P. E. C.’s to try to establish friendly contacts with them and 
to bring about settlement of any disputes if any, that may break out between 
peasants and agricultural workcra. 

"This Babha exhorts both Kisans and agricultural labourers to realise the great 
and growing need for their united front as against all the powerful vested interests 
which have been crushing them both fur ages past and also for their fighting 
Moulder to shoulder against both tlieir class enemies and their aUy, the British 
Imperiidism in order to wrest complete freedom from them. 

CniMiNAi. TuinKS Act 

"The Criminal Tribes Act of the Government of India is in the opinion of 
the Babha a thoroughly inhuman measure which is unworthy of any civilised 
Government and should be immediately reiiealed by all Provincial Governments 
which are now under their sway. 

"This has been applied against many kisan lenders and workers of Noakholi 
and Uppera districts of Bengal the Government of that province who seem to 
have considered it a novel and effective means of supiuessiug the (n-owing peasanti y 
movement. Those of tlio workers who have liecn brought under the C. T. Act hi 
those two ditricts are(Tinpora) 1. Krishna Suudnr Bhowmic (in Jail) 2. 
Khetranath Bharma, 3. Jagdish Chandra Das, 4. Buresh Chandra Das, 5. Khalibnr 
Bahman, G. Aradaullah, 7. Neaz Ali Bepari (^ed 65), 3. liamani Mohan, 9. Abid 
Ally, 10, Kabi Ahmed, 11. Mofizur Itahman 12. Aziziir Bahman 13. Yusuf Ali and 
14. Burendra Bhowmic and (Noakhali). 1. Mokhlcsur Babman iu jail 2. Nur Islam, 
3. Abidullidi, 4. Dula Mian, 5. Bulton Ahmad, 6. Ali Hussain, 7 Kali Kumar 
(aged about 75) 8. Ali Asam Choudhury and 9. Knayat Ullah (agctl 80 in jail). 

"What is worse is tliat notices under this Act wore served on some of these 
workers while they were in Jail as political prisoners curiously arrested. The Act 
was withdrawn from Syed Ahmed Ktian of Noakhali after ne was elected to the 
Assembly and long after the members of all the groui>s in the Assembly insisted 
on the removal of the ban. The Babha therefore strongly condemns ttio action of the 
Government of Bengal in using the Act for the suppression of the Kisan movement 
and demands the removal of the ban and the r^eal of the Act. 

PoLiTiCAi. Prisoners 

“This Babha notes with regret that inspito of the united demand of the people 
and of the representative organisations of the country, politicals in mauy of the 
provinces, particularly in Bengal and in the Punjab, have not yet been released. 
There has been no terroristic outrage in Bengal and in the Punjab and no 
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recrudescence of it after the release of the detcnues and some convicted political 

g risoners, as was gloomily prmhesicd bv all apologists of the Government in 
engal and in the Punjab. Ine Sabha is convinced that terrorism as a political 
movement is dead. The present situation therefore warrants the release of all 
prisoners convicted of so^alled terroristic acts. The work of the Advisoi'V 
Committee appointed by the Bengal Government hod been unsatisfactory mid 
dilatory, and, as such, the Sabha disapproves of the measures of the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment. The Sabha also notes that large numbers of kisan workers and labour includ¬ 
ing workera who were engined in regular work among the masses have been prose¬ 
cuted and iu diffcKait provinces, vis, tlio Punjid), Bihar and Madras are not yet being 
released in spite of the demand of the people. 

“The Sabha tlierefore urges all the proviiudal Governments to give effect to the 
will of the people by releasing all the (lolitiiad prisoners pro8C(fiitcd for terroristic 
offences or tor work among the masacs witlioiit any delay whatsoever. 

“This Sabha notes with deep regret that insniic of its strict adherence in all its 
activities to all peaceful methods, charges of violence have_ been levelled against its 
workers and its constituent bodies from time to time. While the Bablia emphasises 
again the need of strict adherence to peaceful methods, it points as an earnest of its 
policy it has followed to the numerous instances of peasant struggles in Bihar and 
elsewhere in wltich despite grave iiersecntion including assaults on women as at 
Ghitauli iu Bihar and Ivalinattam iu Andhra, the peasant lighters liavc maintained 
not only a (ica(?eful atmosphere but also strict discipline. Gases are not unknown 
such as in a recent case in Durbhanga in Bihar, in which responsible )jeasant 
workers falsely charged witli violence have been acquitted honourably by competent 
courts. The Sabha leels strongly that this projiaganda based on misinformation is 
motivated hy the vostctl interests whoso fmuidations have been shaken up by the 
present movement. Tlie Sabha regrets that it is not realised that such baseless 
diarges result only in the weakening of the unity of the Indian i)eoplc in their fight 
against oppression. 'J'he Sabha tlierefore appeals to all who arc working to desist 
from such propaganda and co-operate with it in developing the struggle of 35 per 
ccut of the people of India into a mighty ami disciplined force that is bound to be 
the strongest factor in the victory of the Indian people over exploitation and slavery. 
Aboi-ition of Zkminpaui System 

“The Sabha reiterates the resolution, passed at its Gomilla session that tlie 
Zamindari system which has proved to be such an economic waste and which has 
brought about the ruin of mdlions of peasants must bo abolished witliout paying 
any compensation Uio Zcmiiidars and otlior inlunutdinto laiidlurds. 

‘T'he Sabha is gla<l to note that tho opinion that the land belongs to the 
cuUivatoT and the /cmindar is only a collector of rent is increasingly gaining ground. 
The Madras Zemindari Enquiry Gomroittce has declared the Kisaus’ proprietory 
right over the laud, forests, irrigation sources and village commons and the Ih'cmier 
of Madras has admitted that the Zemindar was a public servant who could he dis¬ 
missed witliout paying any compensation. In Bengal, the land revenue commission 
has been apiiointed to inquire, among other tilings, the question of land pro]>rictor- 
ship. By abolishing ‘salami’ and the right of pre-emption, tlie Bengal Government 
has already restricted the proprietory right of the Zemindars and tho logical cou- 
clnsion of their course, even from the legal standpoint, is the ultimate denial of the 
Zemindar’s proprietorship. The Sabha places on record its appreciation of work 
of the Audhra Ryots Association and Bengal Kisan Sabha which prepared and 
anbmitted memoranda to the I’rakasam’s Committee and Floud Comiqission respective¬ 
ly. It was also on tho initiative of tho B. P. K. S., that a conference of representatives 
of all prc^cssive political organisations of Bengal including the Krisliak Ih'aja Bumiti, 
B. B. T. U. C. and B. P. C. S. P. and some prominent Congress men adopt^ a 
lesolulion of abolition of Zemindari system without com)>cu8ation. 

‘T he Sabha is pleased to note that the Kisan workers in response to tlie resolution 
of the Gomilla session carried on intensive propaganda during tho last year for the 
popularisation of the demand for abolition of Zemindari without compensation to 
the landlords. The Sabha therefore asks all the provincial and local committees to 
concentrate their activities on further intensifying the movement for the abolition of 
Zemindari system and restoring full rights in land to the actual cultivators (ff Ihe soil. 



The Bengal Provincial Political Conference 

36tb. SeBiton—Jalpaiguri—4th. & Sth. February 1939 

The Welcome Ad»ri58S 

The ihirtysixth ecssion of the Itcn^al Frovicial Political Conference was held at 
Jalpaiguri on the 4th. February 1989, utulor the presidency of Bj. Sarat Chandra 
Bose, Bj. Charu Chandra Hanyal in the course of his welcome wldress said ;— 
The introduction of Provincial Autonomy was rcsponsiblo for the sudden 
and excessive growth of commniialisin which brought in its wake a ^'ochial 
outlook and provincial Jealousies. In analysing the various causes which hindered 
the welding of the different peoples inhabiting tlie great sub-continent into a 
homogeneous whole, Mr. Snnyal recounted the recent happenings in the Provinces 
administered by the Congress and non-Oongress Ministries. He said that “the 
party squabbles in the Central Provinces, firing by police on labourers in Bombay, 
application of the much condemned regulations in Madras to suppress the anti- 
Iiindi agitation, threats on the life of the Premier of Bind and the spread of 
communal differences in the Punjab and Bengal bespoke of mflled tempers and 
indicated a disturbed atmosphere which were not all condiiiuve to the growth of 
India as a nation which had been tlie aspiration and goal of tlie people.” 
“ilie scramble for the sweets of offi<-e, the unduly self-assertive and selfish attitude 
of the landlords and businessmen which were giving rise to labour agitation and 
Kisan movements could not but weaken a much divided people,” he continued. 
Mr. Sanyal welcomed the rc-clw(ion of Mr. Buhhas Chandra Bose at tliis 
critical juncture and hoped tliat uiuler his guuiiiuco the Congress would be able 
to tackle many of them and ensure snumtii and hannonioiis working of the Congress 
programme. Turning to the situntioii liuit obtained in Ikognl, Mr. Batiyal 
regretted tliat political diftereiiccs and <lis<Missions were weakening the orgnnisa- 
tiou and leading many a valiicil worker astray, lie appealed to all to discard 
the partisan spirit which oiigeiidcrcil diffcreitces and disputes and work in unison 
for tlie attainment of the common goal. 

The PiinsinKNTiAJ. Appee'^s 

III the course of his prcsidcutiui address, Bj. Barat Chandra Bose stressed on 
some of the salient points as, greater tiniiy in Congress camp, uncompromising 
opposition to Federation, intiaisilicaiioii of tiie struggle for “]*unia Hwaraj”, reorien¬ 
tation of Congress foreign policy, imnnsliaic rciUstribuUoii of provinces on linguistic 
basis, release of all political prisoners in Bengal tnul communal unity, lie depre¬ 
cated narrow provincialism and appealed to the iicople to tliink in terms of the 
Indian nation. The Federation of India was the supreme ideal for which every 
Indian should strive, but (he Federation wJiicIi tlie BritisJi Covernment was trying 
to foist upon India was only a mockery of Federation. It had been devised by 
British imi'erialists for the perpctmiiioii of the Hluvery of India. It was, therefore, 
the duty of the iialkm to oppose its iitiuigiiratioii tooth and nail. 

Thanking tlie delegates and inciulicrH of the Uoccptioii Committee for the honour 
they have done him by electing liim Vrcsidciit of the Conferniice, Bj. Bose tliought 
that at the present stage of the national struggle, India should make a dcclaratoii 
of her fundamental demands hefure tlic world, presumably on the line of American 
Iteclaration of Independence, in this coniiuction, lie pleaded for the reorientation of 
the Congress foreign yiulicy tuid advised keeping closer touch with the institutions and 
people who stood for the liberation of humanity. “We shonld let tliose iieople and 
nations, who are sympathetic witii our national ideals and aspirations, know how we 
could mutually help each other.” 

Bj, Bose spoke at a considerable leitgli on the projiosod Federation. He said 
India stood for complete Independence. Bhc wanted Federation, a federation of all 
component independent Indian states and provinces and not a federation of the type 
which the British imperialists were trying to imiiose upon her. In this ceinncction 
he referred to the recent declaration of the Viceroy and said that tlie Federation was 
sure to bo imposed upon tlic nation very soon, unless there was an organised attempt 
on the part or the whole nation to thwart its inangiirution. In this supreme hour 
of the national crisis, the Congress, the monthpicco of the whole nation, should sink 
its internal differences and present a.united front to the impcxiaHstic and reactionary 
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forocB, 'ITioiigh the C!on«reB8 liuil rejcctctl the fcileral BcJicmo in the most unmistak¬ 
able and uiiambignoiiB 1an(!:nn$;c, ho roKrettod Uiat there wore some even among 
Congressmen who had not been able to make up their mind about the real issue. 

Eeviewing the world situation, he said that it tv world war broke out, it would 
offer a good opiortuuily to India to win her independenee. But he doubted whether 
in her present iK)liti>;aI situation, she would be able to take full advantage of that 
op(iortunity. The cl isli between the louiliinrian states and the so-callccl democra¬ 
cies, he explained, was a clash between the old imperialism and tltc new. The former 
wanted to oust the latter from the field tuid grab it for themselves. Therefore, 
neither the former nor the latter could conic to the help of India as such ; she 
would have to shape her own destiny. I'or this she would have to depend upon 
her own strength which mainly came from her own teeming millions, from her workers, 
peasants, agriciilturihts and hiboiirers. The Congrc8.s should, therefore, place in the 
forefront of its programme, tlie education of ilie masses in Congress ideology with 
a view to bringing tliem in line with onr struggle for emancipation. Proceeding, 
Sj. Bose declareil his belief in the incvilaliUity of indnslrialisation of India, wliimi 
was not inconsistent wiiii the spirit of llic times, fiidia offered an extensive 
scope for industrialisation, like the United .''ttates cf America and Kovhit Eussia, on 
account of her variety and woaltli of natnrnl resonrees. 'iiicre Jiad been a great 
advance in indnstriahsnlinu ilnring the last twenty years. TJicrc was, however, an 
evil clement in tills unplanned progr<»s, which it would not he ^lossiblo for the 
omioucnts of industr alisation to eoiilrot. Thus, for absence of a plan, the industries 
ot the country were ilependent for their jirogress on iiidividual enterprise and were 
tending more and more to be conlrolUsl iiy a particular sot of caiiitaliste. If tliis 
tendency, for whieli tlie eonsorvaiism of tlie capilalists as a class was reB))ousibic, 
wore to persist iiiiclicckisl, it would Iman evil thing for tlioeuuniry. The only remedy 
to this evil, iu the opinion of the siatjikitr, was the Slate introiluction and control 
of iiidustvy. A grave responsibility in this regard lay on tlie Central and Pi-ovin- 
eial (ioveinmcnts in the country. 

Proceeiliiig, Hj. Bose emi>haticnlly declared Unit to-day Oierc was no dispute in 
the Oongress about the policy. 'Ibe dinercuees of opinion tliat existetl were about 
tlie Ooiigress progranime anil were unimportant. This, in the speaker’s 0 )iinion, was only 
natural, for so long iis wit liad not acliievetl frcwloom there could bo no scope for 
differences. (Jougress would Iwve to present a united front for a considerable 
time to come, otlicrwise our efforts for fredlom might even be frustrated 
altogether. Turning to the individual problems of llongal, Sj. Jiote referred to the 
necessity of her marching in co-operation with other provinets. Some there wera 
he said, who thought tliat no unity liet.wet'ii Bengal and the rest of India could 
be {lossihle lieforc tlio 8ii|)criority and letulcrsliip of Benj'al were acknowledged. 
The sitcakcr hoped that in tlie iiitoresls of national unity, the more extreme 
])rovincial demands should bo withdrawn. In his opinion one such demand was 
tlie use of the Bengali langntu;c tui the national language of India. Tiiis was an 
idle dream for it shouhl be realised Unit inspite of local variations, Ilindi was the 
common langutigc of the whole of fiortJierii India. To displace this huigoago and 
introduce Bengali in its )>lacc, the speaker hcKl, was not a practicable piroposition. 
Another exinsidcratiou was that no liuiguago could be ndupted as a political language 
by reason of its literary weidth. TJio currency of a language was duo to social and 

n ”tieal reasons. If, tlicrefore, Bengali was not ndojiteil as the national language of 
ia, it was no reason for sliamc or rcsentuinnt in Bengal. Kj. Hose warmly supjiorted 
the demand fur the iiicliisioii in Bengal of all Bengali-H].)eukiug areas now included 
in the provinces of Bihar and Assam aixl ilcidariHl tinit the Congress should actively 
supjiort this demand. There could lie no true federation without this being done. 
He also said thtil all the provinces slioidd lie distributed on a linguistic basis, 
Bihar, for example, slioiild be scparateii from Cbola .Nng]>ur and should be joined 
with the Hindi-speaking portion of Ocnlrnl I’rovinccs. 

The second demand ot Bengal, the speaker iirocccded, was for the protection 
of the social, political and economic rights of Bengaloes outside Bengal. He thought 
much of the problem would be solved if tlie provinces were re-organised on a 
linguistic basis. In his opinion, the resolution of the Worjeing Committee of the 
Congress regarding recruitment to Government services in Bihar was a just one. 
He also mentioned that we in BonmU would follow tlie iiolicy pursued by Bihar or 
the Ceutral I’lovinecs with regard to recruitment of Bengalees in the services in 
these provinces. Turning to the complex internal problems of Ben^, Bj. Bose enumera 
ted some of the more imiiorlant ones, which were(1) removal of the poverty of the 
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Bengali agriculturist and labourer, (2) provision of a living for the ‘Bhadralok’ 
class, (3) unity among the Hindus and Muslims, (4) spread of raimary education, 

e improvement of rural areas, (6) bringing all the classes in Bengal to the same 
d of education and economic solvency and (7) release of political prisoners. 
These were intricate problems, he said, and could be taken up for solution only 
when the Government of the province was in the bands of those having the will 
and the capacity to tackle them. Unfortunately for Bengal, her governance was 
now in the hands of people who did not believe in any radicS reform of her social 
and economic conditions and who, by their activities, had been blocking her path to 
progress. In the course of a survey of the work of the Bengal ministry dunug the 
past two years, Sj. Bose said that there was only one item to their credit, oven 
according to them. This was the amended Tenancy Act, the benefits of which to 
the agriculturists were, from the first, questioned by the Congress Party and the 
workuig of which had fully justified thmr doubts. On the side of debit, Bj. Bose 
referred to the Ministry’s opposition to measures proposed by their antagonists at 
the Bengal legislature, vfhich included, among others, the fiidng of a minimum 
price for jute, the purchase of the rights of hindholders, introduction of extensive 
free medical relief, free primary education and prohibition. Not only that, they 
had also helped and assisted the capitalists and foreigners in all possible ways, as 
was proved by their saujHirt of the Calcutta Electric Bupply Corporation and the 
promulgation of the Jute Ordinance for the convenience of Jute Mill owners. 

But the gravest charge against the ministry, said Sj. Bose, was that they 
had been trying to keep alive the spirit of communahsm in the province by all 
means and mctliods. They wore trying to create communal differences where such 
ditferenccs did not exist. Only a few days ago, a bill for the amendment of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act hud been publi^cd, which aimed at introducing a 
communal electorate in the Calcutta Corporation. The speaker declared Uiat if 
tlio framers of the Bill persisted in thmr attempts to carry it out in practice, they 
would face uusurmountablo opposition from all true Bengalis—Hindus and 
Muslims alike. They might have that iniquitous measure passed in the legislature 
on account of their iiumorical superiority there, but it was bound to bo strenuously 
opposed by all reasonable men. 

This was not all. Even witliin their own community they favoured the 
highei’ classes and within the higher classes, a iiarticnlar liOterie. This characteristic 
was becoming more aud more cviilont in the matter of appointments to services. 
When (luring last August a motion of iio-coniidcncc against the Ministry was 
moved in the Assembly, a member mentioned certain names which hod amazed 
everybody by reason of the frequency with which the names of relations of a 
certain Minister cropped np Bj. Bose rcqiKwted the delegates to go through the 
statement issued by the Bublic Bervices Commission in this connection. 

Turning next to the agitation for the release of i>olitical prisoners, Sj. B(^ 
said that when the ministry had taken control after the inauguration of Ih-ovincial 
Autonomy, it was expected that the detenus and political prisoners would bo 
released, out they paid no attention to it. When the Congress took up the 
movement for their rchttiso they hod a diilicult situation to face. The repression 
during the period between 1930 and 1932 had so depressed the public that tliey 
were even afraid to mention the political prisoners, not speak of trying to secure 
their release. It took time to remove this fooling of depression, but the agitation 
gained full strength since April, 1937. Congressmen did not, and could not admit 
of any difference between detenus and convicted political prisoiiers. It was from 
the conviction Uiat it was morally wrong to keep them in detention after the 
active campaign for freedom had been suspended that Mahatma Gandhi came to 
]^ngal to confer witli the Bengal Ministry r^arding their release. As a result, 
the detenus luwl been releasctL But Mahatraaii’s advice r^arding the release of 
convicted prisoners had not been fully accepted and nearly 150 workers were still 
in jail. lie wished the comrades behind the prison bar to know that the Congress 
would spare no pains to secure their release. This was the reason that induce two 
Congress members of the Assembly to work on the official Advisory Committee in 
connection with the political prisoners’ problem. Though some would say that 
sn^ participation was bad in pnnciple, the speaker had agreed to bo on the 
Committee in the thought that the release of these comrades was a task in which 
it was the duty of every Bengali to help. 

Bcferiiug to the shortfall of all attempts to solve the manifold problems 
facing Bengal, 3j. Bose said that the only way to success of these attempts was 
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to bring the govern,anoe of Rengnl into the hnnds of Congress-minded Bengalis—it 
did not matter wl-.ellier they were Iliiidns <ir Mnsliins. 

In this CDriiicc.t ion, he oiisorvcd that a (■Iintigc in the Ministry in Bengal, 
however desiralile it might ho, eonld not be brought aliout by the cfforla or 
strategy of a f<xv_ iicrsons. It was possible, by'indncncing a few members, to 
force a victory, but its cnbets were not likely to be lasting. A Ministry wliich 
had no_common polbty and progi'iimine could not ilo real good to the country. If 
it was intcndml to establish a Ministry with a new ixiliey, it was necessary to make 
organised efforts oiilside the legislatnie. 

The first s-ep in such eff'orts should be, continued Bj. Bose, to bring about 
Hindu-Muslim unity. It xvould be no exaggeration to say tliat this was the 
gravest issue in llengal. Commniudists were busy preaching that Bengal Hindus 
would never be able to concede (o tlu! Muslims (heir rights. It was uj) to the 
Hindus to give tlus lie to this propagaiiibt. As nufortnnately. (liflcrenccs with 
Muslims had been created in the province, it was up to tlie iriudns to make a 
little _ sacrifice and remove the cause of iiiisuiiderslaiiding. The result of refusal to 
do this would not be gtxxl even from the vicxv-ixoint of eoininunal Ilmdu interests. 

Discussing ti;e rensona of oommuual difCirences, 6j. Bose roforred to the small 
percentage of Mnslims in tiovernment services and the poverty and indebtedness 
of the agric.ultui'ists wlio forme<l a maior part of the Muslim community in die 
province and observed that these luul nndonbledly contributed to the misnndor- 
standing with the lliiiclus. Our clc.ar duly wilh Io meet tlic reasonable econoinie 
demands of the Muslims as soon ns iiossible. It was from this idea that the 
speaker, in his ca)<acity as a leader of die (Tongress parly in tlio Assembly, had 
propo^ a Oonfcrcnc .0 of ro|>resciiliitiv<.>B of all coinminiities to settle the communal 
ratio in serx'ices, lliis prutiosilinii hn<l liecn garbled and it was being saiil by some 
that the Congress I'arty had accepted the pro|>os;d for giving CO jier cent of the 
services to Musliius. This was not (j-ue. What Bj. Bose liad ai^tnally said was 
that tlie Congress rally was in favour of rccruilmcnt liy oi>cn competition through 
the agency of (he I'nblie Bervu-o Ooinmission. but suggcsteil that out of the 
BucoesHful wuulidataH a fixed jiercciitage of cninlidatcs of Hindu, Muslim and otlicr 
communities was :o he apiioiuCcd. 

It was true, however, Bj. Bose admitted that the Congress parly iwlvocated the 
ap])ointment of a larger numher of qualified Muslim caiulidates in Ooverumont 
service. To objcc,t to this would bo hKilisb conimuualism. 'riio Bengali midillo class 
could not live solely on services. 'J'liis was as true of Hindus ns of Muslims, the 
problem of securing a living liciiig equally lUlliciiIt for both. It would not be fair 
to favour Hiudns at the expense of Mitslium. In the long run, both would bo com- 
jicllcd to seek otlur o'impntious to cam a living. ItcteiTing to the oppressions of 
the landlords and ‘Mahajmis’, Bj. Bose said that, in the event of a class strife ilove- 
loping in Bengal, tlie Congress would side wilh the needy and tlie oppressed. Ho 
believed that if the economic demands were iuel., Ibe so-cidlcd cultural grounds of 
difference would hardly inatlcr. Concluding, Bj. Bose appealed to the youth of the 
province to forget all narrow sectariaiiisiu and small inlcrests and to develop a wide 
outlook that would liclj) the cause of frccxlom. 

RosAlutlous - Second Day • Jalpalgiiri— 5th. Fehmary 1930 
'I'lii! NationA i. Dkmand 

The second day’s proceedings of the Conference was resumed on the next 
day, the 5th. February- A resolution eoiidoling the deaths of Kemal Ataturk, 
Moulana Bnukat AU, Dr. Hir Brojeiulva Nath Beal, I’rineipal (tirish Boso, 
Bj. Himangshu Bose, Bj. Nirmal I>as, Mr. Klmsnnbis, Beikli /amiriuldin 
and other political woikcrs who died during the last year and those xvho died in 
the Andamans and other ileteiilioii Camps was moval from the Chair. The resolu¬ 
tion was carriixl all standing. 

A resolution which was expected to lie | laeeil before the Tripuri session of the 
Conp'css on bdialf of the Bengal Congri-ss was moved by Bj. NarenUra Narayan 
Ohakrabarty and was supported by Bj. Jiitakim Alukherji, This resolution was 
based on the resolution deliniug the nulioiud ilcnuuids made at tlie Maldah Coiifo- 
rence. The resolution on tlic National Ihanaiul riius :— 

*•11118 Confcronce recommends lo Iho Tripuri session of the Indian National 
Congress the following resolution for its adoption ; 

"Self-dclcrmliiation for all peoples is now Uic universally accepted principle 
in modern world. During the last few damlcs, this principle was applied in 
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part or whole in the different countries of tlic world, but India has been excluded 
from the sphere of its operation. 

“In the year 1019 and subsequent thereto on the plea of this x>ft>t‘’tr'le of 
self-dotcnninatioii the maps of Euroi>c and Asia were re-made and new frontiers 
were demarcated. India with her hoary civilisation, her distinctive cnlture, 
tradition, history and her fundamental unity was pre-eminently a lit case for the 
application of this principle. 

“The i)eoplo of India now fool that they have been denied this too long, 
They mnst.dommid their birthrijrht forthwith. 'J'ho Oovernmeut of India Act, 
1935, which was enacted by the British rarliameiU, is a ne};ation of this principle. 
It not only does not provide for the transference of power to the Indian people, 
bnt is also designed and calculated to strengthen the hold of British Imperialism 
on India. 

‘•As such it was rejected by the Indian National Congress at its Lucknow 
session in April, 1936. Since then, various developments are taking place. The 

S rovincial part of the said constitution was inaugurated on April 1, 1937 and 
emands arc now being made on the side of the British Government to im|iosc 
the Federal part of it. The Coimrcss rci>eatedly dcc.larcd in the most clear and 
uneqnivocal terms its attitude of uiieomprumisiiig opposition to Ike Federal Scheme. 

“Wo have reai'hed a stage in our history when it is not enough merely to 
declare our rejection of tlie Government of India Act, 1935. It is time for the 
Indian people to demand in the most uumistukablo manner a constitution of 
their own making. 

“To this end the Congress calls njmn the British Government to concede 
the principle of self-determination to India and recognise in its entirety Uie 
cotistitution based on sclf-detcrminaHoa winch the Congress will submit in 
accordance with the jiopular will. This constitution shall bo embodied in a treaty 
between India and Great Britain which will define the future relations before 
the two countries. The treaty will bo drawn up by representatives of tlio Congress 
and the British Goverumcrit and shall be ratiried by llic Congress on the one side 
and the British Parliament on the odicr. In the event, however, of negotiations 
between representatives of the Congress and British Government breaking down, 
the Congress will be free to take kicli measures as it considers desirable with 
a view to making India’s demand for self-determination irresistible. 

“A period of six montlis should be fixeil within which the British Govern¬ 
ment would be expected to give a <-atcgorical reply to India’s national ilcmand. 
In the event of the reply oeing unsatisfactory and inadequate, or no reply being 
received at all, the Congress wtll take such steps or resort to such sanction ns it 
considers necessary in order to enforce the national demand. In tlic meantime, 
during this period of six months, all Congress organisalions in the country will 
be called upon to take necessary steps iit Pavliuiuentary and cxtra-Parliamcntary 
spheres for jwoparing the IruUan people for the c()ming struggle.” 

Sj. Narendra Narayan Chakrabarly in moving llio resolution said that when 
the Independence resolution was ndoptal by the Congress soveu years ago, it 
opened a now chmiter in the country’s 8trii;.>glc for freedom. 'The coming 
struggle regarding Federation was going to bo anotlicr turning j)oint. The recent 
Congress Prcsidentnil election showed the trend of i>ul>lio. _ opinion in the country. 
There would be, he stressed, no comnroinisc on tliis question. 

Miss Leela Nag, in seconding uio resolution, said that when England and 
her allies waged the last War, it was sanl that tlicy were fighting for self-determi¬ 
nation. Indians took them at their words and helped them as much as imssiblo, 
but they all knew wliat rewards Indians got for all they did. 

Continuing she said that mere m^ativc programme would not carry them far ; 
what was wanted was a imsitive plan of action which would make Encland accept 
India’s demands. What would l)e their j>lan of action would bo decided at the 
Tripnri Congress and in order that they might carry tlieir struggle to a successful 
issue, a plan of action they must prepare from now. 

Mr. Mohiuddin Khan of llaiigpur in snpiwrting the resolution stressed 
the need for organis-ation throughout the c*oiuitry in order to win in the coming 
struggle. Sj. Bankim Mukherjee said that it was an ulUmntnm to the 
British Government to meet their demands, 'iliey must crc.ato snch a sanction 
bdiind these demands ns would make it imimssiltlc for the British Giovernment 
to refuse. They must all get ready for Uic coming fight and when the cMl 
came, men and women must all get ready to plunge into it, iiTre8i>ectivc of all 
considerataons, personal or otherwise. The resolution was passtkl unanimously. 
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Rkujasm of l*orimc.'Ai:.s 

Sj. Pratul Oaiifiuly, an ex-Slatc prisoner, moved a resolution condemning the 
unaympathetic. allilnde of (lie Rcngal uovernineiit in not agreeing to the terms of 
of iVlalmtmn GnJidlii and Sj. Buidias Cluindra liosc and not unconditionally releasing 
tlic politicttl pLisoiiors. 'J'ho rcsoliition askeil the people to carr^f on agitation 
throughout the <’ouiitiy and the member of the Assemidy in the coming session to 
demand die release of these iwisoners, II the Ministry did not agree, Uiere must bo 
strong pressure inside the legislature and agitation throughout the coiintiy 
demanding tlic resignation of the Miuisti^. The resoiulion asked all progressive 
associations in tlic country to co-ot'crate with the Provincial Congress Committee in 
this matter. Tlie resolution was sccondcil by Sm. Hemaprova Mazumdar and 
supported by Bj. Homnatk Lahiri. The jcsolulion was passed unanimously, 

ZUMlNDARfi TO UO 

Dr, Charu Ok. Banetjeo mover n resolution calling uyion all progressive as- 
sociaiions to co-(iieratc with district, Hulwlivisionnl and )>rimary Congress Committees 
u) placing before the Ijnnd Revenue (Jommissioii the needs, gnevanecs and demands 
of the peasants of Bengal in an adcrpialc manner. Dr. Baiiericc moved the 
following resolution on the Land Revenue Coinission 

“With a view to present in proper form the demands and grievances of the 
oppressed anil nniioverished tieasaiits of Bengal before the Ivand Revenue Com¬ 
mission, tills Coi.ference calls ui'on all progressive organisations in the Province to 
co-operate with District, Buli-divisioiial and Primaiy Congress Committees in laun¬ 
ching upon a cociilrywidc eanipaign. 

“In order to relieve Uie. peasants and remove their grievances this Conference 
also urges uliolitioii of I'cnnanent Bcttlomeiit and all Zemindari systems in the 
pTovinco after having paid reasonable comiKsnsalions to mirlies concerned.” 

Mr. Huahem Alt Bog siipiKirted the resolntioii which was carried unanimously. 

JOTK Okimnasob 

Dr. Sibnalh Banerjee moved a resolution condemning the policy of the Bengal 
Government in not fixing the juice of jute and passing the Jute Oriunonc© wherry 
twenty thousand people lost jolt and three lakhs suilcreil loss in income, 

Tlie resolution demanded that ihosc who had suffered by the Jute Ordinance 
sliould be comi eiisatcil and also demanded that the price of ]nte be iixerl at Rs. 10 
per maund anil ajiaiigemcnt for sale bo made on co-operative basis, llie resolution 
c.\prc8s<Hl tlic opinion that Uie *10 liotirs week avronpment would mean more 
uneiniiloymcnt lor workers. Mr Ahdul Malek seconded Ihe resolution wliich was 
tinssctl unauiraous'y. 

Exci.uiiKD Abbas 

Bj. BrojonJm Bose Choudhvrij nioval a resolntiou urging that excluded and 
b.ackwurd area'* in Diiijecling, Hill CliitUigong and Myniensingh districts be hioiight 
under Uio same sy-ilcni of Goveriiiuont as was obtained under the reformeil constitution 
in liengal. The resolution, sceonded by Mangnl Singh Lama, Brutivr.an Singh 
Lama iuid JaiMr Sabkota, was jiassetl unanimonsly. 

Assam C.\uinkt 

Bj. Ohitlaranjan Das moved a resoiulion eongratnlatiiig the Coiigross Coalition 
CiovCTinnent in As^am wJiieli was formed frustrating tlie Ilookenhull-Baadullu cons- 
itiracy. it coiigrati.latcil tlic Assam Caliiiict oil tlieir releasing all political prisoners 
111 tile I’rovincc ami on their imcoptiiig a salary of Rs. 500 each. 

The resolution rcciiiesled the CoiigrcsB Ministry to impiement the )>1cdgc given 
ill the Congri'SK eicclioii manifesto and to fulfil ns far as possible Iho demands of 
the p.eople of Byllmt and Ciu-liar as furmulatcil liy the Assam Workers’ Co-oriliiia- 
tioii 0oinraitt.ee. Tlie nsolutioii fnrtlicr nspicstcd iJie Assam Miiiistiy to witlidriiw 
the Gurklia soldiers stnlioneil in Rhiilij'ara luoa and ease Iho tense situation. The 
resoiulion was supported liy Maulvi SafrudtHn Ahnwd and carried unanimously. 

Bj. Pralap Chandra Minumdur of llilli moved a resolution, urging abolition 
Cliandiiia system of tenancy which wiVs seconded by Bj. Suresh Las Gupta of 
Bogra and carried. , , , , , . . . 

Mr. Ahdul JL/al Khan, iiildressiiig the Confercuce, expressed tlic opinion tJiat 
it the iiropos^ reservation of seals for Muslims to Congress ormiuisatious were 
given clfcct to. tlicj would be accepting the hannful priiiciido wliich they had so 
long been opiosiug. 



420 THE BENGAL TROVINCIAL CONFERENCE [ jalpawcbi- 

_ Mr. C, Oibbotis, tho Aiii^lo-ItKliitn Congress leader, dressed in Khaddar shcr- 
wani, addressing tlic gatheiing, said tliafc the Anglo-Indian community was now 
being convinced that its interest lay with the v’ogress of Mother India rather 
than with that of England. He asked for toleration of tlie slowness of the progress 
of the Congress movement among the Anglo-Indian community and believed 
tlial if not to-day but, by to-morrow Urey wuiild be in the first line of defence in 
safeguarding India’s inlerest by becoming tho rank and file of tho Congress. 

Sj. SuniiAS Bosk’s Sninioii 

Rastrapali Sublias Chandra Boar, addressing the Conference, siud that it had 
been vei 7 successful from every iiolut of view. He drew the attention of the 
del^atcs to tlte resolution on Federation and nulioual demand adopted at the 
Conference^ which, he thought, was most im|)ortant. 

He remarked that had the Oonferctico passed only this resolution and nothing 
dse, he would still say tliat Uicy liad duly disidiarged their duties. 

“We want Swaraj for every coinmuiiiiy and creed’’, added Sj. Bose. He em¬ 
phasis tho need of unity in the fight for frec<lom. He surveyed the political 
situation in India witli reference to the lutcrnatiunal Alliurs. To-day, he said, “Im¬ 
perialism understands that it is on its lust legs. If not to-day, in the near future, 
It will collapse.’’ Referring to Tutcrnatioinil Affairs, Sj. Bose said that the British 
prestige and glory that tliey lieaul of so much in the past were to be found no 
more. ‘‘It goes abegging”, lie said, “to Berlin and Home, to Hitler and Mussolini, for 
solving her ])rolilem. We must seise oiiixirtunities and rise to a united hotly 
to claim Independence,’’ Coiitinniug, the tkmgrcss rrcaidont said that India was 
not prepared to-day to accciit foreign domination because slic had come to realise 
her stropgtli, both individually atul colUtctively. 

British Govcrnracut coidd not say that Jtulia was lining ruled to-day according 
to their dictates, whereas Congress could say tlmt Congress had achieved tliat amount 
of strength which was equal to any mling iiower. Every European felt to-day that 
Congress in the near future would ride over India. If we demand out rights can 
they ill any way stop us ?” ho askixl. 

Referring to tlie political awakening that hod come to Hie people in the Indian 
States, Sj. Bose said that die llamc of unrest noticcoblc in the States to-day would 
spread to tho remotest parts of India nud would spread also tho world over. He 
could realise tlie growing influence and strougdi of the Congress even in the States. 

Sj. Sublins Bose expressed jubilation and said that for the first time in the 
history of the Congress, the members of the Anglo-Indian community arc Interesting 
themselves in the Congress movement enrolling themselves as Congress members. 
Tho British imperialism iu India rested on unstinted 8U]>])ort it received from the 
communities like those of the Anglo-Indians, tlie Gurkhas, tho Fiinjabis and of the 
Sikhs. 'The last community was no longer ri^avdcil safe for the maintenance of tlie 
British imperialism in India. 'J'lic enthusiasm and interest shown by die Nenateso 
in attending the Jalpniguri Conference both as delegates and volunteers showcu that 
tho Nepalese were no longer to bo lulled into ignoring India's demand. Similar 
was die growing attitude of the Anglo-Indian comiminity. 

He was told that tho BritisJi Oovcrnmciit was going to recruit 40,000 Gurkhas 
in the army. This, he was told, was hccnnsc the Biltish Government could no 
longer }iiii their faidi in ccrlniu Hcctions of die I’niijabis who were as restive as any 
other community for upholding die naltonal prestige, if these commniiitics were not 
anxious to lend their support to the British liujicrialisni its eixl couhl not be in far 
distance. Sj. Bose critically aiiaty.scd both Ihc international and the national situation 
and saiil that every Britisher in India was well aware that tho days of die British 
imiicrinlism in India wore iiiimlicrcd and the country was moving rapidly to tho 
Congress fold and the Congress administration was nothing if it was not an admi¬ 
nistration of die people and by die }icopIe’8 roiircscntatives. Their resolution em¬ 
bodying the national demand and tho Fedcradon unmistakably showed what diey 
wanted and how they wanted to move in order to realise what tho resolution expec¬ 
ted to achieve. Sj. Bose hoiajd that every Congress worker would prepare himsdf or 
hoi'sclf according to the ideal set by die Congress. 

After the adoption of the resolutions moved from the Ciuiir regarding the 
payment of quota to tho B. 1’. C. C., urging the Congressmen to learn tliudnstliani 
and die necessity for clianging the rules reganling die rrovincial Conference and the 
withdrawal of ban on the Oommniiist party the Conference concluded. 
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The Chamber of Princes 

Annual Session—New Delhi—13th. & 14th. March 1939 

The annual session of the Chamber of Princes met at New Delhi on tlie 18Ui, 
Itoeh 1939 under the presidcntsliip of Hitt Excellency ihe Viceroy. In the body of 
the hall sat Their Uinhncsses, 'meml)era of the Chamber, with their gorgcwus flow¬ 
ing turbans, while behind them were the Ueir-Apparont. Above tlie galleries, sat 
Prime Ministers and other olFieials of States. 

Over fifty Killing Princes and Chiefs were present. Their Ministers and other 
ofTicials were oceommoJateel in a siiecial gallery, while the visitors’ galleries 
were packed. 

Vieoroy’a Opening Address 

Ojiening the session, Tfis ICxcelency smd : “Yonr Ilighnesscs, I am very glad 
to welcome you again to-day and to say how great a pleasure it is to me to have 
this opiiortnnity of semng you and of ]>residing over your deliberations. 

Since we last mot, the Chamber has to mourn the loss of many distinguished 
Rulers—His Ilighuess the Midiaraja of Alwar, His Highness tlie Kaja of Sawaut- 
wadi, His Highness the Mtdiaraja of Dewas IBenior), His Highnesi the Maliaraia 
of Patiala, His Highness the Maharaja of Kishengarh, His Highness the Maharaja 
of Baroda, all of them members of the Chamber, Uie Maliaraja of Bonepnr, the llaja 
of Gaugimr, the ex-Kaja of Mtidhol and the ex-Thakoro Balieb of Dlirol. I am 
sure that it will be the wish of all Your Highnesses that we should jdace on re¬ 
cord our deep sympatliy with the families of tlie Rulers whoso names I have men¬ 
tioned, and that we should wish all hapnincss and iirosperity to their successors. 

“I might perhaps^ mention among those who are no longer with us the names 
of two Princes in particular- ilis Highness tlie late Maharaja of I’atiala, who had 
for some ten years achieved the distinction of being made a Lieutenant General and 
an A. D. C, to His Imperial Majesty tlie King-Em(«ror; and His Highness the 
lale Maliaraja Gnekwar of Baroila. AlUiotigh his Highness the Gaekwar had of late 
years boon prevented, by tlie dci line in his licaltli, from taking an active part in tlie 
proceedings of this Chamber, or from siicnding as long a time ns he could have 
wished in his most imiiortant State, he had, ns Your Highnesses are all aware, en¬ 
deared himself to his people by his close attention to tlioir interests, and he had 
had the insight, in those circiimstaucics, to select a wise and able Dewaii, and to 
repose full conlidcnce in him. 

“Since the last meeting of the Chamber, the Raja of Jawar has been vested 
with Ruling \)Owcrs on the termination of his minority, and I have had the vileasiirc 
of recognising the suci'cssions of His Highness the Maliaraja of Alwar. His High¬ 
ness the Maharaja of Dewas (Senior branch), His Highness the Kaja of Bawantwadi, 
the Thakorc Saliob of Dhrol. the Kaja of Mudhol, His Higliness the Maharaja of 
Baroda. and the Maliaraja of Soncpiir. I am sure it will be your wish that I should 
welcome all of Uiem who arc present to the Chamlier to-day. 

“Dcwaii Bahadur Pandit l.tharam Narain, Mr. Mustuiib Ala (Udaipur Htate) 
and Sir R. IC. Sh.anrauklmm Clictty, were uinoiig the Tcprescnlativcs of India at tlio 
meetings of tlie League of Naliuus held in ]9:17 and 1938 respectively. Their roiiorls 
will 1)0 iircpcnteil at this session of the Chuniher by llis Highness the Chancellor. 

“Ill the international crisis which weighed so licavily on us all in tlie auliimii 
of last yem, tlie most generous ofloi-s to place the resources of their States and 
their own services at the disjiosal of His Imiicriiil .Majesty the King Hinpcror were 
received from very miuiy States. Those generous olTcrs constitute yet. anollior proof, 
if such were needed, of tlie loyalty and devotion of the Princely Order to His Im¬ 
perial Majesty Uie King JOmperor; and 1 lake this opiwrtunity to o,\'pic88 luy own 
most wiwm approclalion to the Ihinccs in genend of those oilers, whieJi were, I can 
assure them, most deeply apprceiatcil. 

“When I last had the honour of addressing Your Highnesses, I referred (o 
the steps which I had taken to assist individual Rulers in rciu'hing a decision in 
regard to a most important matter—their accession to tlie Federation of India. It 
has taken longer tlian I could have hotied to clear the ground and to esaminc tlie 
numerous iioints, iioints of varying innortance, raised by individual Rulers in one 
connection or another with the Federal offer. But that work is now completed, 
ilie points advanced for consideration liy the Rulers of the Indian States have, 
without exception, been examinwl, and the Federal offer, framed in the light of a 
close and objective examination of those points, has now been drawn up and 
commiuiicated to the States. I do not propose to-day to enlarge on this most 
important question. I will only say that the interests of Your Highnesses and 
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of the ■|'’rinccly Ordor an a whole and the rcpresentntioiis wliic.b have readied me, 
have m i'ived the fidK’!:l. and moat synipatUelie eonaiilenilioii. T am coaicnl now to 
await (he verJiet of i.h( Rnlera; and I will aild only that tlie (lecision which has 
to he taken is one of supremo, importniiec to Your Ifi^haesscs, to your dynasties, 
and to India and that t fe.i'1 euntidont tiiat it will be apiiroaelicd with a fuU sense 
of the heavy obligation whidi resls upon yon in this mat ter. 

“For myself, closely eonncctod as I have bowi w'ith tlio prei'aration of the 
Fciloral sdicme, and w.tli die o.saminatioii and the elnciilation of the various jtouils 
of obsmrity or diiiiunlty which liave snjxpiesteil themselves to Your llijjhnesses in 
the eoiifse of your r.x'nmtnation of it, I will say no more to-clay than tliis- that 
that sv.liemc, to the devising and the. aeeeptanen of whieli members of Your 
lligliiiosses' order presi iit Jierc to-day eontribiitcd in so matenal a (higree, rciiresonts 
the result of a close an I earcfnl examination of this most im|>ortant iiiiestion by 
the best talent of India and of (treat Uriiain. While in the nature of t.liis, it may 
liave tiaw.s and im|ierf(vtiona of its own, no one has yet sneceeded in tlevising a 
morn satisfactory methid ol dealing with the nrolilcins which have confronted Your 
Highnesses tliau the sc icmc of Fisleratioii emuoilioil in (Jic Act of 1933. 

ADMIN'ISTRATIVE I'ROni.F.MR 

“I am not ignorant that in recent times the Rulers of Indian States have 
been passing throngh, in many cases, a iHwiml of stress and difiienlty. Far bo 
it from me to (Icny tlbit there, liave Ix'cn many cases in which Btates have been 
Bulijccii.'d to attacks which were entirely unjnsiitied, attacks in which one has been 
iiiialile to trace any scrnniiloiis regard for strict, accuracy, or any real desire to 
promote tlic welfare of the State or of its jiconlo.. Ilut making all allowanec for 
the fact that attacks of that nature have rj’cqnciitly been made, it is, I am sure, 
as plain to Your lliglinesses as it is to me. that it. is more than ever essential in 
the present conditions and in this changing world in which we live that the 
authorities of the Indian Btates should, without exception, make it their constant 
care to watch for and hi remedy any legitimate grievances that may exist in tlic 
ndmiiiistrutivc Held. Vour Highnesses will agree with mo that it is, etinally, as 
clearly in the interests .)f all Rulers as it is tlicir plain and manifest duty, to 
ensure liy tlicir own close personal interest in the nHsiirs of their Rtate, in the 
work of (.heir otKcials, titid in the ilaily life of their siib)ect.», that those sulijccts 
have cause for content, that they arc not allowed to siifter undue e.xwtions either on 
liehalf of the Btate itself or at the esill of uinvorthy olKeials, and that all goiiuiue 
grievances receive promnt and active coiisiderntion. It goes without saying that an 
en'cctive machinery by ivliich tlic authorities of the Htates can satisfy (lionisclvos 
tliat I'll such compUiiiits can rciulily reacli the cars of the Durbar is an cssciitiul 
necessity in the prcscnl conditions; ami Your Highnesses will till agree with me that 
it is oiiudly essential that the peoples of the Btates slinnld feel assured that tlicir 
wants, their didieiilties and their representations will rceeivo the fullest attention and 
tlic fullest sympathy, w'vaicver may lie the motives or the causes underlying criticisms 
of, or attacks on, the Tiidiaii States, tlio vnlncrahility of Durbars will oliviously be 
increased if luiy legitimate grievauces are left niiTedresscd for agitation to cxjiloit. 

“ft is not to be expeei-cd even it every care is taken in those rcsiiects tluvt the 
voice of criticism will be stilled. Ko Ciovcrnincnt in (he world can, in these ilays of 
ever iiicrcsising publicit), of ever increasing public iiiteri'st in the conduct of admi¬ 
nistration ami in the disposal of the imblic revenues, hojie for Uiis. But the impor¬ 
tance of stating your cases will not have cscajictl the attention of Your Highnesses, 
and there can lie no more cff«-tive method of disposing of nniuslifled criticism of 
the ndiniiiistralioii of a Btate than publicity designed to set out the true facts. 
Tlicfc arc many .States which iniblish adinirable administration reports, sotting out 
in detail liic true condition of atliiirs in the Stale, for all to see. Those States, in 
which tliis practice has not yet been ailoptetl, would, I suggest, do well to consider 
the advisability of follotviiig the exampio of their neighbours in this matter. 

JtF.FOKMa IN BtATIS 

“Yiv.ir lUg!iiic.<sc8 will have seen the declarations recently made in Pniiiament 
on behalf of His Majcsiy’s tiovernment, divlarations which I have myself repeated 
in public utluraiicos, in regard to eonstilutioiiul changes or dovclo|)racnts in the 
Indian S'atcs. Tliose statements will have made clear the attitude, in this matter, of 
ilia Miije.<ty’s (iovornmeut, which is, T may repeat, that the decision as to tho cons¬ 
titution host siiiUxl to the needs- of his people and liis State rests with tho Ruler 
himself to take, and that no pressure will be brought to bear on him in this respect 
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by the Paramount Power. Nor will an^ obstruction be placed in his way by the 
Paramount I’ower, should he wish to aive effect to constitutional advances consistent 
with his treaty obligations, llie actual form of sucdi constitutional machinery as a 
Ruler may, in these circumstances, decide to establish in his State must, I rcadiiy 
recognize, vary according to conditions; and it is obvious that full consideration 
must be given to local circumstances and conditions, and that the variation in those 
local circnmstanc.es and conditions may l)e reflected in a variation in the form of 
constitutional machinerv to be devised or adopted in the case of a particular State. 

‘‘But making the rullcst allowanco for that fact, Your Highnesses will, I am 
quite certain, agree witli me that the more personal the form of rule, the greater 
is the need for personal touch. He who would be the father of his jieoplo must 
satisfy himself that all classes of his subjects are given their fair share in toe 
benefits of his rutc, and that an undue pro)mrtion of the revenue of his State is 
not reserved for his own expenditure. And the fact tliat the normal sphere of 
the activities of a Ruler lies within toe four corners of his State calls for no 
emphasis from me. An absentee Ruler, like an absentee landlord, represents a 
condition of niTairs that has never easily admitted of jiistilicntion; and that has 
never been more markedly toe case than in the conditions of toe present day. 
That there may, on occasion, be reasons, over which he has no control, which 
make it necessary for a Ruler to absent himsdf for a material period from Ms 
territory, I, or course, accept. But Your Highnesses, with your long and wide 
ex()ericncc, will agree with me that, in such an event, it is essential that toe 
Ruler, so obliged to be absent from the personal direction of aflViirs in Ms State, 
should satisfy himself beyond any question that those to whom ho entrusts too 
government of his State arc fully worthy of his confidence. 

Pauamount Power’s Position 

As Your Highnesses have lately been assured, toe Paramount Power stands 
ready to support toe l*rincc8 in toe fulfilment of its treaty obligations. That 
docs not, I need not say, for a moment mesin that tlic Princes tocroeclves are not 
the primary custodians of their ancient and illustrious heritage. How often has 
it not been impressed on the I*rincea of India by those who have had their best 
interests at heart that toey should sink their differences and stand shoulder to 
shoulder for too good of their States and for their own happiness and jieace of 
mind? Can it honestly bo said, looking back as we do to-day over any period of 
years, that much has been achieved in pursuance of that advice? There is no 
class and no community in the world which does not contain its weaker brethren. 
Bur, it is, as Your Highnesses well kno.v, too common tendency of mankind to 
generalise, and one Ruler who ignores the welfare of Ms subjects is only too apt 
to bo ri^arded as an embodiment of all hie neighbours. Is it not possible 
that the more far-sighted l*riiices should combine to point out to such a Ruler, 
by means of friendly advice, too error of Ms ways, so that discredit may not bo 
brought upon tlie entire Princely order? 

“In no case is the need for co-operation and combination moro patent, 
more pronounced, and more immediate than iu toe case of the smaller States! 
Those States whose resources arc so limited as virtiudly to preclude them indivi¬ 
dually from provi<ling lor too requirements of their pwple in accordance wito 
modern standards, have indeed no other practical alternative before them. T would 
take this opiKirtuiiily to impress on the Rulers of such States, wito all the 
emphasis at my command, the wisdom of taking the earliest possiMo steps to 
combine with their neighbours iu toe matter of administrative services so far ns 
this is practicable. Tn doing so, they can rely upon receiving all possible assis¬ 
tance and advi(!C from me and from my advisers. But toe neal is urgent and 
pressing. It calls for prompt actiou on too part of those concerned, and it is, in 
my judgment, vital in toe interests of toe smaller Btates themselves that no-time 
whatever should be lost in taking toe necessary steps. 

“Your Highnesses, I liave touched in too few remarks I have had the pleasure 
of addressing to you to-day on matters of great significance and great consequence 
to toe States and to their Rulers. 

"1 feel sure that toe significance of what I have said will not bo lost upon 
you at a moment such as the present., of crucial importance in toe development 
of the Mstory of India. I do not desire to detain you longer tMs morning 
Ijet me only agmn thank you for toe opportunity of seeing you, and extend my 
best good wishes to you for a profitable Bossion and for toe successful discharge 
of toe business wMcli lies before us.’’ (Loud applause.) 
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Resolution on Re^boanization 

After H. E. the Viceroy had spoken, Hia Uighneaa the Chancellor, The Jam 
Baheb of Nawaiianar movra a resolution of condolence on the deaths of Their late 
Highnesses the Mtihiuaja of Patiala, former Cltanccllor of the Chamber, the Maha¬ 
raja Oaekwar of Raroda, the Maliaraja of Kishengarh, the Maharaja of Ahvar, the 
Maharaja of Dewas (rl^enior) and tlio Raja of Sawantwadi. 

The imi>orlant resolution r^arding the )>ro|>oscd scheme for the reorganisation 
of the Cliambcr of Priners was moved by the Chancellor. “It has been regretfully 
noticed for some time ptist,” said His Highness, “tliat ccrttdn important' States have 
tended to drift away from Hiis Chamber tuid this has naturally dctract«l from its 
importance and utility. It is no use re-examining tlie reasons for this tendency 
of apportioning blame for it. The fact, however, could not bo denied and ft 
called for the best elforts of all Rulers and fiiends of the States to assist in 
bringing all categories of Stales together on the joint plank of this Chamber.” 
His Highness said tliat only lour States had raised doubts or differences regard¬ 
ing the scheme and -.hose doubts, he w.-ui (confident, were duo to genuine misunder¬ 
standings, The detadod communications which he had sent them would, he was 
sure, help to clear the position. 

Seconding the icsolution, the Itaja of Bilaapur said that the Chamber, as it 
stood to-day, was purely an advisory body and their recommendations were of a 
purely ailvisory ebaricter. The reorganisation scheme would operate only for four 
years, whereafter its suitability would Iw reviewed. It was important to soenre 
unity among the Princes and he rctiueslcd the Viceroy to accoi>t the scheme and 
put It into immediate O)ioration. 

His Highness the Baja of Mandi, supporting the resolution, affirmed that, 
ei>caking as one belonging to the eatc^gory of smaller Btates, he considered it as un¬ 
founded and based (in misunderstandings the apprehensions of certain quarter that 
the ])rcsent proposals would atfecl the sovereignly of some of the Btates, 

The Maharaja of Tripura Avchiomed the represontolion given by the reorgani¬ 
sation sehcnio to th( Eastern Btates and expressed the hope that these proposals 
would enable the Piincely Order to attain that unity which was essential to it. 

An amendment, embodying an ujjtccil Hcttlcmcnt of the grouping of the six 
Btates of .Tiud, Nab'ua, Kapnrtliabi, Kbnirpur, Renni'os and Idar, was moved by His 
Highness the Maha'aja of I’aliala, His Highness c.\plaiiied that apart from the fact 
thiit relatively speaking, the ntiraber of seats at present allotted to the Punjab Btates 
did not ensure foe (brm, Iwtb in Uio rt^innal group and collctdively, their due 
rciiresentatioii on llic Btandiiig Committee (‘iivisagcd in tlie new scheme, the amend¬ 
ment Boiiglit merely to impleineiit the dccisioii nnived nt the informal confa'cnce 
iield ill Roniliuy in Kovi'mlier. His Highness added tliat he did not seek to modify 
the reorganisation )iroposals wliieh liad his wholehearted approval, constituting as 
tliey did a sajirenm othu-t on tlic jiart of the incndicrs of llio Ibrincely Order to 
evolve an equitable formula. The resolution and the amendment were put to tho 
House and imaiiiiuoiisly adoptotl. 

His lligliiiess the Maharaja of Bikaner moved a vote of “hearty thanks to 
the Chancclior for his sidondid and untiring work for the Chamber.” In his zeal, 
remarked His Highness with huinoiir, the Obanccllor had summoned them to meet 
at all sorts of places and in all climates and had kept them at work till unspeak¬ 
able hours 'J'he Cl.ambcr would, he Kutd, gratefnlly acknowledge the Chancellor’s 
Inltours. His Excclloucy thou adjourned the meeting. 

Soeond Day-New Delhi-4tb. March 1089 

The Princes Chamber held a short sitting this morning and then adjourned 
sine die. His Excellcney the Viceroy presided. 

H. If. tlie Cliaiicelior submitted Uio rcjiorts of Dewan Rahadur Pandit Dharam 
Narain and Bir R. K. Blianmukbam Chetti rcgariling tliHr work as representatives 
of India at the meetings of the Lctiguo of Nations at Geneva in .1937 and 1938, 
and said that he wished to place on roconl the Chamber’s appreciation of the able 
work of these two gentlemen. On tlie motion of tho Chancellor, the resolution 
regarding mail rolibcry rules was adotited. As a result of the roorganisation 
schcmo adopted by tho Chamber yesterday, tliei-e was no decRou this year of a 
Chancellor, Pro-Cmuicellor and Standing (Committee. 

CnANCELLOB Exi’I.AINS PuiNci-a’ Attitudb 

The most important business of the day was Hia Highness the Chancellor's 
address to the Viceroy, thauking His Excellency for presiding over their 
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deliberations and replying to the speech which His Excdleney made 
yesterday. 

“We desire at the outset to express our gratitude for the welcome which 
you have so kindly extended to us,” said His Highness “and to thank Your 
Excellency for the courtesy with which you have listened to us and presided over 
our deliberations.” 

Referring to the offers made by the Princes during the Beptember crisis to 

S lace the resources of their States and their own services at the dispostd of His 
lajcstyj the Chivncellor said, “TIicso offcTs were made in no conventional or 
bargaining spirit. They meant to us the fulfilment of our obiigations to the Crown, 
which are our sacred heritage and which we, on our part, are determined to 
maiutidn.” “Your Execlicney,” continued the Cbaiiccllor, “made a reference to the 
revised draft of the Instrument of Ac.ccssion audio the vc.xed qiicstion of Federation 
as embodied in the Govern men t of India Act of 1935. Your Execllcnoy would not 
expect within a montii or so of the receipt by ns of the revised draft of the 
Instrument of Accessioii ami the connected papers, with all tlic intricate, legal 
and other questions involvwl, any dcfitiile indication of our views at this stage. 
Moreover, as expix-tcd, the Btates have been allmvwl a pcrioii of six months within 
which to give their ■ roptics and tiio final decision in this matter must, as Your 
E-xcelloncy has saiil, rest with the individual Rulers concerned. Wo can, however, 
assuTO Your Excellemy tliat wo fully appreciate the importance of our verdict in 
tills matter to ourselves, to our dynasties and to India and are approaching it 
witli a full sense of ttic rcsponsibilily which rests upon us. 

“In the e.vamination of this question at this last stage of negotiations, it is 
our duty. Your Excellency will donbilcss appreciate, to ajinly ourselves dispas* 
sionaUsly to the queslion as to how far, under the revised Draft of the Instrument 
and the Govern incut of India Act of 1935 and any further nmendmculs to that 
Act, with the effect, in actunl working, of Uie safcgnarils for the protection of tire 
legitimate rights of the States cinlioiUcd therein, it will be possible for us and 
our successors, in the fast changing ciivumstances of Ihc country, effectively to 
discharge our triple oliligatlou to the Grown, to our States and to India. 

“Moreover, wo have to oxatniiie earcndly and to ensure that the power of the 
State to dcvelo)) their natural resounres remains unnffectcil, and that tile financial 
implications of the scheme leave us sufficient margin to balance our budgets and 
to provide funds for the growing and legitimate of improvements in, and 

raisiug tbc standard of, our udministratious and in developing beneficent activities. 
Thereafter, we shall not hesitate to expicsa freely and frankly wliat wo may 
decide. Your Excellency has referred to the nceii of certain nilministrativc Reforms 
in the States. Wc fully endorse the view that imiirovcmeats in the ailmiuistrations 
of States should emanate from the Rulers concerned wlicrcvor Uicy may bo needed. 
We recommend this course, not as a ]x>litical cxiialieii' y but as a sacred duty 
resting on us as Rulers. We Jiavo more tliaii once given sympathetic consideration 
to tlio various aspciits of tills question and recognise tli.at our greatest asset is the 
happiness and eoiilcutmciit of our peoples, and that no possible effort towards 
tliis end should lie spared by us in eiiauriiig Uie progress and jiroHjierity of our 
loyal and ilevoteii subjects. 'J’hcrc is a clear distinction, however, between matters 
rdating to imPTOvemeut in administration and Iho question of Constitutional 
Reforms in the Btates. Wo claim that the dciusion with regard to die form 
and extent of Constitiitioiuil Reforms in the Btates must rest solely with tho 
iudividual Rulers eonecrneii. 


“flic Indian ITinecs arc not averse to i>rogrcss in tlieir Btates with due 
regard to lo<-al conditions and rcsourecs, anil tlio recortl of devoloiuncnt of tlie 
beneficent activities in tlicir Btates is tlic licst ju-oot of their bona fiJes. We 
deny, however, the right of any party from outside to dictate to us or to coerce 
us ill tlie matter of Ooiistitiitional Reforms witliiii our Btates. Such short-sighted 
attempts cannot but retard tho iiaco of evolution in tlio Btates, disturb tho 
traditional good relations between tho Rulers and tlicir subjects and create an 
atmosphere of estrangement between the various regions of this country, which 
is fraught with serious consequences to all coiuerncd. Wo have been reassur^ 
by the declarations recently made in 1‘arHamcnt on behalf of Ills Majesty’s 
Government and reiicatcd by Your Excellency, making it clear that ‘the decision 
as to the Conslitutiou best suited to the needs of his jieople and his State rests 
with _ the _ Ruler himself to take and that no pressure will be brought to boar on 
him ill this respect by the I’anunount Power.’ 
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“We are equally grateful for the assurance in Your Escclleiicy’s address 
which will bo generally wclconictl by die States, that ‘the Paramount Power 
stands read^ to su)i})ort tlic Prinvcs in the fiilflimcut of its treaty obligations.’ 
We feel coimdnnt t)mt no reasonable iierson or orgaiiisatiuii which stands for 
the sanctity of iilcdges would ux|icct of the Crowii not to iin])lcmcnt its pledges 
to die I’riiices both in letter and in sjiirit. 

“Your Excelhiicy, we realise, se<-ond to none, the importance, at the present 
juncture, of protecting the good name of tlic whole Princely Order. It is our 
aim_ to help to bring about a slate of nilsiirs in which criticism may find no 
jusliilalilo ground for censure, for we realise that our uscfiilneBS to our subjects 
as well as to India and the Empire is directly dependent n|von the ability of 
each ami every Blalc to discliarge the resisnisiliiliiics wliiidi rest upon it. 

“Your Exee.Uciiey will, however, appriK^biio that tlicrc is no greater impediment 
to good government in a Hlatc tlmn ihc wwikening of its Ruler’s authority. Yet 
such a weakening must incviiubly rcstdt, if unjnstilicd attacks lue openly made 
against the established Oovernmiaits of die Btutes and even doiilit is thrown njion 
the scope of tho Ruler’s sovereignty. We can assure Your Excellency that the 
various suggestions of adminisiiatiic Reforms, wlierc they are needed and to 
which yon have roJirred in die course of your addioss, are vei-y helpful and have 
been receiving the anxions eonsulerurioii of die (ioveruments of the Blatcs. 

“Moreover, whdo wo do not objci't to fiur and lioiniilde criticism, it is incon¬ 
trovertible diat in many cases, ns Your Excellrncy has ri'roarked in your address, 
we have been subiieted to attacks wluch were entirely iinjustificd, attacks in which 
one has been unable to trace any scrui>nlous ngnrd for strict naairHcy, or any 
rcid desire to iii-imioto the wollan; of tlic Hhite or of its peoide.’ It is. tlicrc- 
foro, not unnatural that the Stales should cxjici'l. due i>rolcciion against such attacks. 
In some of these attacks, it has bwn insimialed dial, die I’rinccs arc eonsiiiring in 
a hotly with the Pacamoiint Power to resort lo a ilclilicrato eainpnigu of rci>rc8sion 
and reaction in tho Stales. Y'onr Excelleiu y anil "i’onr Jlighncsscs know that it is 
a liusclcsB insimiation which we imetpiivoi ally rcpinJiato. tin the other hmid, wo 
can emplialieally declare that Clod willing, the luilian Princes sliall not be found 
wanting in any reasonable eoutrilmlion wliich they may be called niion to make 
in die diseliurgo of tlicir obligniiuns to Uie Ctusvn and towurils the orde.rcd progress 
of their States and their molnciiuiid. 

“Your Excellency also referred in yonr atUlress _ to Uic need for Uio smaller 
Slates, with limited restiurccs, to cooperate anti combine in matters of atlministra- 
tioii so far as it may be practicable. This qiuntioii needs careful eonsitlcratioii from 
all the viewpoints involved, and relying on Y'onr Excellnimy’s knowledge and res- 
jietit ftir the tradilious of tlie Intiiaii Slates, and for the iiledges given to the Stales 
—big and small—in successive antboril.alivc iiroiitnincemcnts, gnarimleciiig their in¬ 
ternal autonomy and integrity, wo lake it as niulcrstood that Your Excelltaic.y’s 
Euggivslioji is iiitcnricd to eiitaiurage ftx)i«rnt.ion, on a voluntary basis and to tho 
exiciit that the Stales lintl it practicable, having duo regard to local conditions, in 
certain services of udministralion, providcil that llio integrity and sovorcigiity of 
dm Stales eonccrncil is not impaired. In order to encourage cooperative grouping 
on die aforesaid basis, it is essential that tlie eombiiialioii sliould be entirely volun¬ 
tary and not rigidly limited to die geographical boundaries of a group, so that it 
may inspire mutual eouiideiiec and trust which alone eon ensnro smooth working. 

“Your Excellency has also been pleased to cmpliasise tho need for unity 
amongst our Order, We gratefully appro^iato the sincerity of that advice and 
fully ciidrosc it ourselves. In this coiijicction, it is a matter of genuine gratifica¬ 
tion that generally die Princes of India- big ami small—stand iiiiited to-day bcliiiid 
die rcorganisalion j-roiiosals wliieh have been nihqited by tliis Obambnr and blessed 
by Y’onr Exeellcucy. Wo feel confident tliat this step will holi> us to stand united 
as a team in the discharge of our obligations to tho Crown, to India and to the 
States’’. 

Review of Chamber’s Work 

The following is the stalemciit prcsontcil by H, H, the Chancellor reviewing 
the work done by llic Ohamber of Princes durmg the last two years:— 

Your Excellency, Yonr Uighnesscs,—The duty of iiresentlng this review of 
work since tho last Cbnmlicr session should ordinarily have devolved on our 
late lamented and ])op>iilar Ohaiiecllor, His Highness die late Maharaja Baliib 
of Patiala, but his sad and iircnmluro demise deprived us of his ciiorming and 
courageous leadership at a time when he was must needed. In February, 1938, 
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Bis late Highness called us to an informal meeting of the Standing Committee 
at .Delhi, nut at the last moment ho was himself unavoidably detained owing to 
indisposition and he charged me to conduct those meetings on his beWf. Soon, 
theremter, that gri^t and historic personality passed away, and it left me no option 
but to ctury on witUn my limitations, the duties of the Chancellor. 

Before reviewing the work done since tlie last Chamber session, it is my 
painful duty to refer to the great loss which the Empire, India and the States 
have suffered through the tragic and untimely demise of His Esceilency the late 
Lord Braboume. During the brief period tliat ho was the Viceroy and President 
of our Chamber, in Your Excellency's absence on leave, ho gave proof of his 
sympaihy and goodwill for the States. The Hrahonrnc Stadium in Bombay will 
remain a fitting tribute to his interest in siiort in India and for his many qualities 
and his charming personality ho shall be rcmcmhcral by his many friends in 
this country. We shall be grateful if Your Ex(!cllcncy would be pleased to 
convey our deepest sympathies to Lady Brabournc in her great loss. 

No formal session of the Chamltcr of Princes could bo held in the year 
1938. I have, therefore, to make a statement to-day regarding the work done 
during the last two years, namely for 1937 and 1938. 

'I'he period under review was marked by mncJi spade work by the various 
committees. The following Committees met during tlic year 1037 and 1938 the 
Militai^ Officers Committee, the Ilatlway Experts Committee, tiie Btanding 
Committee of Ministers, the special Committee of Minislers on the question of 
retrocession of jurisdiction over railway lands, the Bpccial Committee of Ministers 
on &e question of settlement of boundary disputes, the Reorganisation Committee, 
the Criteria Committee, the Bpocial Committee of Ministers on tlie question of 
appointment of shares in the proceeds of the suiv^hargc on petrol of Inditm States, 
the Finance Committee to tlcfino the financial powers of the Chancellor and the 
Standing Committee, the Stiecial Committee ap|ioiiilcd to scrutinise Uic financial 
position of the Chamber Fund and tiio Spo ud Committee of Ministers to examine 
the Indian Motor Vehicles (Araondincni) Bill, 19:38. 

In these meetings, various matters of long-standing importance were examined 
and brought to a stage nearer settlement. Moreover, four informal meetings of 
the Standing Committee were held in February, June, November and Det^embcr 
of 1938 and one formal meeting of the Standing Committee was also held in 
December last. 

I shall now recapitulate the progress made during these two years with 
regard to certain important matters ; 

(a) The question of attechmoit of British liaison officers to Indian States 
forces units in the event of civil disturbances in the States has been satisfactorily 
settled and the amendments proposed by the Standing Committee to the rdevant 
memorandum of the Government of India have been adopted. 

(b) The old pending question of the restrictions im])Osed by the Government 
of India on the manufacture and export of salt by Durbars was also examined. 
This examination showed that no restrictions existed which were contrary to the 
stipulations of a treaty or agreement with the concerned States and that most of 
the Slates bad no grievance on the subject. The question was, therefore, dropped. 

(c) The question was also taken up, that whereas attested copies of judicial 
documeuts granted by a court in British India were admitted in evidence in State 
courts, attrated conics granted by Indian States’ courts were not so accepted by 
courts in British India, unless they were countersigned by the Folitical Officer 
concerned, notwiUistanding the fact that the Indian Evidence Act had been 
adopted by almost all the States. 'Hie Political Secretary has intimated that 
authorisation under Section 79 of the Indian Evidence Act, which bad already 
been granted in suitable cases would apiiear to meet the object in view. This 
information was accordingly circularised to all the States. 

(d) The question of riparian rights of Indian States, which had been pending 
settlement for a number of years, received further consideration, and it was decided 
that as Section 130 to 134 of the Government of India Act, 1935, dealing mutlusively 
with water disputes offered a -leasonable compromise, it was not necessary to 
proceed with the matter any further. This question was accordingly dropped. 

(e) A satisfactory settlement was also reached over the question oi extradition 
fo criminalB between the Indian States and British India of which the details 
were notified to the States through a circular on the subject issued in July, 1938. 

(f) The question of appointment of the shares of Indian States in the prO' 
(seeds of the surchai^o on petrol was originally decided after negotiations between 
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the povcrnment of India and the Chamber of Princes. Complaints were, however, 
r^eived from a large number of States, against the revised formula of distributions 
of surcharge among tlio Indian Slates, whose iictrol consuiiiplion during the year 
was below one lakh gallons. The matter was carefully examined amf it apiieared 
that certain diilicultics suggested liy the States concerned were really genuine 
and dcservwl to be ronioveil. The imittcr was accordingly taken up at the last 
formal meeting of tlie Standing Committee, when Uie Political Secretary intimated 
that the suggestions made wouhl lie examined with the help of the (Jovernment 
of India Department concerned. Ixjt us ho|ic that a satisfactory solution of the 
difliicnlties of tlie Slates will bo fouinl as early as possible. 

(g) The extradition arrangements lieiwciui the States and Burma, after its 
seimration from India, were scttleil on the liasis of etaius quo, through an 
Order-iii-Council niMier the Fugitive Ofreiiders Acts of 1881 and lOl.'i. 

(h) The question of the reorgnnisatiuii of the Indiau States Forces was 
uioroughly cxamin&l by a Committee of Ministers under Uio resonreefiil ebairman- 
ship of Nawab Iramad \ar Jung, Army Sw-relary to 11. E, 11. the Nizam’s 
Government, Hyderabad. The report of tliis Committee was later consideretl by 
the Standing Committee. In tlie meantime, the Ciniiiicld Committee enmc to India 
to consider the Indian Defence Reorganisation plan, and to investigate into the 
military and financial aspects of the iirolilem of Imlian Defence. 

Wo were invited to meet the Ohallield Committee in order to apprise 
tliem of tlie general yicwjioiut of the Slates on matters within Uie terms of reference 
of the _ Commiitce, 'J'lic Siaiiding <3onninltce appointed u siib-commiltec consisting 
of Their Llighiicssee' of Bikaner, Patiala and myself to meet Uie Clmtilcld Committee. 
We met them in Ji.iiuai .7 last and frankly iirgwl tlie Slates’ loiiit of view. Uie 
Chairman and mcniocrs of tlie CommitUx: seemed to appreciale fully tho imiiortanco 
of tho States in any scliemc of Indian Defence and symiialJictieally lislencil to all 
we had to tell them. I^ct ns hope that the recommcmlalioiis of this Committee will 
soon help to place tlie defence services of India and tlie Stales on a projicr footing. 

S A resciTatioii was made in IdiW, excluding the Btates from the intematio- 
igations undirtakcii under the Slavery Convention. EiiqniricB mailc from the 
States, however, went to show that no slavery existed in Tndiiui Slates and that the 

e jsition ill regard ;o forccrl labour did not compare unfavourably with tiiat of 
ritish India. The reservation of 1926 was aoeordingly eliminated. 

(j) 'Ihe iwsition ns regards retrocession of pirisdietion over railway lands, 
together with allied matters, was also pursiiwl further. Some of tlie pending ques¬ 
tions have satisfactorily been settled and relevant notifications and circulars have 
already been issued to tlie States. A few iniixirlniit questions are still under active 
negotiations mul it is hoped that they will, before long, be settled with due regard 
to till! rensonalilc viewpoint of the States. 

(k) Tho imfioitant question of Uie reorganisation of the Oharober of Princes 
so ns to make it fully representative of the big and small States was aim taken up; 
and it is gratifying to note that tlie pro)K)scil scheme was adoptwl, without any 
disHontient. by a vciy representative conference of Rulers and representatives of 
States held in Bomluiy in November, 19;i8. 

I shall refer to Uic scheme in detail when the draft resolutions rq;arding tho 
proiTOseil reorgankat ion of the Chamber of I’riuees come up for cousideralion. 

Tho Standing Committee resolved to eonimemorato the eminent services of 
TJidr late Highnesses the Maharaja Sciiulta of Gwalior and the Maharaia Jam Sahib 
of Nawaiiagar, by putting up their portraits or busts in tho hall of tlie Chamlicr of 
Prinecs. In tliis coniieclioii, Tlicir llighiios.scs of Sachin, Mancli. Bilaspur and 
Dungarimr issued a joint aiq'cal inviting a ilonalion of Rs. 200 each from the 
members and representative members to meet the cost of these memorials. As 
ex])eelcd, tho response to this appeal has been very ciieoiiragiiig and within a couple 
of months, a sum of Rs. 9,200 has already been received from the various StatM 
We are grateful to Your Execlleney for approving tho proposal to set up busts of 
a heir late Highnesses, which was onr jircfercnco niso, and we sliall bo further grate¬ 
ful if Your Lxccllciicy will bo pleascil to issue tho necessaiy directions for the 
structural changes neccssai^ for this purpose. I fed confident that the proposal will 
meet with unanimous aiqiroval. 

The proposed (iilargement of the Chamber of Princes, through the inclusion of 
new members in tluir own right, who are entitled to it on weU-dofined tests, has 
aiTO r^hed tho final stages of negotiations. In tiio review of work at tho last 
Chamber session by Uis Highness tho then Ghancdloi it was point^ out witii 
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regard to thia question, that the Government of India were awaiting nnauimous 
expr^ion of opinion from the Princes. Wo have fortunately Biiccecdw in making 
recommendations at our Bombay Conference without any dissentients. 

Wo hope and request that a svm]ialheUc and satisfactory settlement of this 
long pending problem may now be niaile us early as possible. Last but not the 
least, tills period has involved very hea \7 How of corrcs^iondence, in which 
advice sought had to be given to various States on many pressing problems. 

This coneludt* the review of tiie main work done during these two years. The 
results achieved are the fruits of joint effort on which I wish to offer my grateful 
thanks to Your Excellency as our President and to my colleagues of the Standing 
Committee. I am also obliged to my friend, the lion. Sir Bertrand Glaney, his 
Joint Secretary and to his Pepartmeiit for tiieir valuable assistance and advice. 
Moretiver, I wish to record my gcuuiiic a)>prcciation of the Standing Committee of 
Ministers, of the various otlier Special Committees and of the Chancellor’s Secretary 
and his staff who have all made substantial contribuUous towards achieving these 
results. 


Joint Conference of Princes & Ministers 

The imjiovtance of tiie joint action on the part of tiie Wncely Order botli in 
regard to Fmeration and constitutional and other reforms in the States, was stress¬ 
ed by His Uigiiness the Jam Saheb of Ntmanagar, Chancellor of the Chamber of 
Princes, presiding at a joint conference of Indian Princes, represent allves of certain 
Rulers and States' Ministers at tiie Taj Muliul Hotel, Bombay on the 10th. June 1930. 

The conference was attended by 50 Princes, about 50 representatives of States 
authorhsed to rcfiresent their Rulers and about ten otiicr Ministers and seeretaiics. 
A -messime from His Exalted lUgimc^s the Nizam wishing success to the meeting 
was reaa at tiie conference. 

After His Highness the Chancellor had spoken, Tlieir Highnesses of Bikaner, 
Dewns (Junior Branch), and Paiiiia addrossctl the conference. Sir Akbar Uydari, 
Mr. Madhttv Kao of Mysore, Mr. /aidi of Eampnr and Mr. Zutshi of llcwa ex- 
prcssid tiioir views with regard to tlio general and jioliticol aspects of the revised 
waft of the Instrument of Accccssiou. 

In his speech His lliylinasa the Chancellor said: “The representative 
nature of our gathering is a clear proof that wc are fully alive to the imT>ort- 
anco of the issues wldcli await our decision. Wo meet at a critical time. The main 
item for our consideration is the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession and 
ccnneclcd i)apers. For years our representatives have collaborated with the repre¬ 
sentatives of His Majesty’s Government and of British India to evolve a satisfac¬ 
tory scheme for an All-India Federation. Throughout those discussions wo made 
it clear that our willingness to consider entering such a scheme would depend on 
the effective inclusion, in Uie final picture, of the essential safeguards and coudilions 
which wo have consistently urged. 

“The final picture of the federal wJiome under the Government of India Act, 
1935 is now heforo us and within tiie next two months wc arc called upon to signi¬ 
fy our willingness to accede or not to accede to Federation on the basis offered 
under the revised draft of tiie Instrument of Accession. The importance of our 
decision in this matter to the States, to India and to tiie Empire cannot be over¬ 
emphasized, and tiicretore any ilccision that wo may reach here must be based on 
the fullest iiossiblc appreciation of our grave responsibility in the matter, 

“The examination of the revised draft of the Instrument of Aeeession and 
connect^ papers was in the first instance, referred to the Uydari Committee. This 
committee included on it some of the most experienced and trusted Ministers of 
the States aud it had the privilege of liaviug a distinguished chairman in that 
veteran statesman, the Rt. lion. Sir Akbar Hydari, whom I am glad to welcome 
here in our midst. I fed confident that you will all join me in expressing our 
nateful appreciation of the signal service which this committee has rendered to the 
Stat», to India and to the Empire by its constructive, courageous and far-sighted 
report on this very delicate question. 

“An important conference of Ministers met recently in Gwalior under the 
chdrmanship of Sirdar 0. 8. Angre to examiuo the revised draft instrument and 
they forwaroed their report to me, as the Chancellor, for circulation to Slates so 
that it may bo iccoguiaed that the Chamber is the tribune of all States, big and 
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Bmall, vrbatcver their regions or views. The Gwalior Rcmrt has been a helpful 
contribution, for which utir appreciation is due to the chairman and members of 
this conrcrciKic. It is grntifviug to note that on the main issues involved, the 
Hydari ConimittiMs and the Gwalior Conference, shorn of the juiddin^ of confusing and 
changeable legal opinions, have indc))cndcnUy reached almost identical conclusions. 

“You will he ghul to learn Uiat yesterday afternoon tlie Princes assembled in 
Bombay met among iheraselccs and came to the unanimons coiudusion that they 
regard a generally agreed line of iwtion amongst the Stales essential to the efficacy 
of any decision which may be reached by tliis conference. 

“It should be the endeavour of this ctnifMciicc to bring the States to a com¬ 
mon formula wih regard to their line of reply, so that the future policy 
assures the iuteerity of units, the unity of India and the ordered progress of the 
country as a Bolt-govorning and autonoraons Dominion of the British Commonwealth, 

“I would be failing in my duty at this eonfi'iencc, if 1 did not refer to certain 
important qiiestioiis whicli arc of gL'ncral intoresls to the Stales. The first point to 
which I ms/i to refer is tlic question of inlernal reforms in the Stales. 

“It is grati'ying to note tlsat the Rulers ami Governments of various States 
have already announced constructive reforms and programmes of bonefieicut activi¬ 
ties for their SUitcs, wliile in vnrious oUier enses, the proj^osed reforms arc actively 
receiving the cousideratioii of tlie Stiiltns’ authorities concenicil, with due regard to 
local eoiulitions and resources. It is ohvions Uiat no genuine wcll-wislier of the 
States can roasonaltly advocate any exiu^t iKitterii of constitutional or administrativo 
reforms or a unifonn pa<'e of progress for one an<l all the States. The course of human 
events cannot very well be shaped to an exact jnodel of the articles manntactured 
ill a factory. lean, liowever, state with con ridenco ami authority that Clod willing, tho 
Indian Rulers uill not be found wanting in any reasonable and generous eontribu- 
tiou which they may bo called uiion to luaku towards the ordered progress of the 
States, and of tbeir motherland. 

“In this connexion, though the question of reforms within individual States 
rests primarily with the Rulers and Governments of tho States eonccrnoil, tho 
Rulers in their meeting yesterday have unanhuously desired to recommend to the 
individual Stater the desirability of testing tlieir adiuiuistrations, where nc^cd, 
with tho following basic tests 

(A) flliat spcitial efl'orts should be mado to have (1; clear and codified laws 
eusiiniig a reign of law for the States ; (ff) judiciary projierly manned by qualified 
law graduates or by persons with recognized judicial training ami iulegrity : and 
(III) cilieient and adequate police force suiicivised by competent officers with effec¬ 
tive motlcru anus and opiipment. 

(B) That, unless alnwly done, there should he a clear demarcation between 
the 7 icrsonnl expenditure of Uie Ruler and the State exjicnditiirc, and the former 
should bo fixed on a reasonable basis as resolved by the Cbamber of Princes. 

(C) 'I'liat five or ton years programme on a clear cut jdan slionld lie prepared 
for tho bencfna’iit aidivitics in tlic States, such as education, medical relief, agricul¬ 
ture, health, r();ul dcvcloiimcnt, etc. 

(D) That the States Government should keep in close touch with tho latest 
ameliorative legislation in British India and the Indian States, which may bo 
suitable to their local conditions, such as indcbtcdncBS relief and give it prompt 
consideration. 

(10) That the advisability may be considered of issuing a standing order 
witliin onv States to the effect Unit any bonafide complaint snpiiortpd on personal 
knoivledgo by eert:iin prescrilicd nnmfmr of disinterested local State subjects of 
good repute resident in the area concerned allejdng corruption or undue harassment 
against any Kiiitc official, siudl lie duly inquired into. 

“Txst it not be nnderstiKKl, liowever, tlint I regard tho criticisms generally level¬ 
led with regnni to Ihc aforesaid iioints. against the States administrations often 
witliout adc()nalc enquiries as jnstified. Gn tJie nthor hand, I emphatically support 
the remarks of His Kxccllcncy the Viceroy in his opening address at the last 
Chamber ses.sioi) to the efi'eia that it can not lx< denied ‘there have been many cases in 
which Ihc Stales have been sulijcctod to attacks which were entirely unfounded’ 
Nevcrlhcli.'ss, a Ruler. acconUng to our traditions, is groat not by what he gives, 
with duo regaul to the genius of his |ieople, and no false notion of prestige need 
dissuade us from removing tho legitimate grievances of any of our peo))le, and 
from making our fullest possildc contribution to maintain the reign of law and 
ordered progress within our Stales, 
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"It must, however, bo rocognixed by all trne friends of the States that there 
is no greater impediment to good Government and reign of law in a State than 
the weakening of its Ruler’s authority; and furthermore, that in the sphere of 
reforms, prudence and farsight often enjoin even on the most enthnsiastie and liberal 
administrator the duty of paying due regard to local conditions and resources. 

‘•Your Highnesses and gentlemen, the organization which deserves our consi¬ 
deration is that of subversive movements organized by a soiition of British Indians 
against certain States. This recent unfortunate and unwise tendency, if allowed to 
develop, must inevitably result in cngcuderiiig bittornass and hostility, and prove 
detrimental to the unity and ordered progress of Indiiu I have no desire to be 
involved in purely British India qiiestiuns or controversies, but I feel ihat Mr. 
Gandhi’s recent statement rei^omraeudiug BustHinsion of mass civil disobedience in 
toe States and the recent public utteriuicea of Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan emphasizing 
the need of respecting the integrity of the States, are steps in the right direction 
which, if acted upon in a genuiue spirit, should assist in improving the relations of 
States and British India, which must be the d(»iro of every jiatriotie Indian. 

“In this connezion, the rosiKHisibility of the Paramoiuit Power is particularly 
great, and the eyes of the States, and of law-idiiding sci-tious of British India are 
critically set on Simla, to see how far they wouhl iiermit the territories of Btat^, 
guaranteed under solemn pledges of the British Crown, to be invaded by subversive 
elements from British India.’’ 

Referring to the (incstion of coot^erativq grouping of States for certain adminis* 
tralivo pnr|:)oscs, the ,1am Biilieb after stating that the matter had already been 
discussed said, “As the question is of an All-India iraiiortanco, Bio Btiuiding Com- 
inittoo of Princes have n|)|)ointed a siiecial committee of Rulers, with majoiity of 
those primarily concorueil witli this question, in order to sec how fat the various 
projKisnls now made are reconcilable with tJio sovereignty ami the nntonomy of Bie 
States concorneil in accordance witli the ptisilion taken up by the Princes in their 
reply to His Excellency tiio Viceroy’s opening address to the last Chamber session.” 

RES0I.0T10N3 

The Conference was held tor three days and concluded on the 12th. June after 
passing a resolution virtually rejecting the present Federal scheme as envisaged in the 
revised draft Instrument of Accession, ciri nlatol among the Princes a few raonliis 
ago. The following is the tc-xt of tlio resolution ailoptcd by the Conference 

“Tlin Coiifcr(Mice of Princes mid Ministci-s asacniblcil at Bomliay, having 
considertHl tlio revised draft Tnsiriiraent of Accession and connected pa|>ors resolves 
that the terms, on the liasia of wliicli accession is offered, are fundamentally 
unsatisfiustory in tlio directions indicaleii in tlic rcixirt of the Hydari Committee 
of Ministers and coniirnied l>y the reconimcndations of the Gwalior Conference 
and are tlmrcforo unacccptalilo. 

“At the same time, the Conference records its belief tliat it could not bo the 
intention of Ilia Majesty’s (rovonimciit to close tlio door ‘on an All-India 
Federation.’” 

The flydarl Committee Report 

The Hyilari Committee on l'’odcvatioii wliich met in Bombay in April 1939 under 
the chairmanship of Sir Akhar Hijiiari, Prime Minister, Hyderabad State, came to 
the conelusioii that tlio terras of the draft Iiislrumont of Aci ession wore uiisatishictory 
from the piint of view of treaty rights, rights of internal iulmliiistration and tlio 
ccoiiomio rights of the States, The Committee suggested modifications in the 
draft on these tlirce jHiiiits, 

The Committee in its rc|)ort reiterated its conviction that “there is in fact no 
alternative ideal for India except that of an AU-lndia Federation, provided it ensures 
ail the essential safegiiaixls advocated by the Ciimmittce and offers effective assurance 
of continued autonomy and integrity of the States.” 

The report added: “The Committee comes to the unanimous conclusion that 
the draft Insttument of Awtession and other dnvfts circulated on the basis of which 
aecession is offered are fundamentally unsatisfactory in the directions noted by it. 
'riie Committee finds it dilticult to believe that it is the intention either of Hie 
Majesty’s Government or the Government of India to close the door on Federation. 
If the vital matters, to which the Committee has drawn attention, can be satisfac¬ 
torily adjusted, the Committee is of the opinion that there would then exist a satis- 
factoiy basis on which accession could be concluded by individual States with due 
i^aia to tlie particular interests of each.” 
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Referring to tho gciicrnl cinnsca oI tho Inatrameut of Accession, the Ilydari 
Coramitlee ])oiuts out tliat wliile in the former draft instruments, there was a linii' 
tation on the cscrciso of t!u! executive authority of tho Federation in the State, 
that limitation has now, l>oeu omitted in tlie revised drafts. The Committee em¬ 
phasises that the limitation referred to correctly stated tho ixtsiliou hillierto iiiidoi'- 
stood by His Majesty's (.hivurnment and tho States and titut os a matter of form, 
it was correct and was based on a relevant section of the Covernment of India 
Act, 1935. 

Tho Committee states that in the course of its discussions, it was pointed out 
tliat some, hitates strmgly favoured the further inctnsion in the instrument of 
the two clauses deali ng witli the separation of pa amoiintcy from tlie Federal sphere 
tuid vict! versa. 

With regard to the cpicsiion of defence, tlie Committee is of tlie opinion tliat 
the position has not been made as cloiir as it should have been in such a vital 
matter. The Commi^'.tec docs not feel entirely satislicd lluit this obligation of the 
crown to tlie States and .-clatinnship regarding paramoun Wy will remain unairectctl 
by accession without appi-opriatc limilatioii. 

Dealing with customs, tlie Committee considers that any limitation on t.iio 
power to alter the c-visuiij' rate canuot be acccjited by the Slates concerned, while 
tile amcudmciits now pn'poscd arc a reversal of past decisions of a vital character 
and liad been proposed without giving the Stales likely to be effected even an 
opp>ortuuity of shititig their otijeclioiis thercio. 

As regards railways, t!ic Committee stales that despite the improvement effected 
in the present posiii.m through tliu provision of the Kail way 'IViunnal, tlio sugges¬ 
tion of unqualified uucessioii to (hat item in (he Federal Use goes for beyond any- 
tliing whioli tho States have ever contemplated. 

Under the item “I'lxciao duties” the Committco states that in tho matter of 
finance, its views arc well-known. It was )>oiiited out that the date fixed, namely March 
31, 1937, for <lociding whether a State siiould be allowed to retain any item of o-xcise 
revenue must oiicraic liarslily u|ion its hnancUd resources. That date should bo the 
date of tlie iuaiigiira iuii of Federation luid if and when the distribution of excise duty 
among tlie federating units takes jdacc by federal legislation, the States concerned 
shall not receive less tliait what at tho advent of Federation, tliey will be entitlixl to. 

The Gommiltc} considers tliat the proposed administration agreement falls 
far short of what had been ixintcmplated throughout tlie discussions. The present 
draft docs not ensure that administration of floral laws will be reserved to the 
Slates. 

The Oommittc-o views witli great coiicorn the proposed amendments to entries 
relating to customs and the proposal to insert a new action in tlie Uovernment of 
India Act. 

llefci-ring to treaty righ s, the committee states that at present a treaty right 
cannot bo oxliuguiKiied by the unilateral action of one party. It feels tliat it will 
be a very serious change in tiic sUitus of treaty rigliis, if. uirotigh accession, they 
are to be so exlingulsicjd, and tho fiud liiat tlie (.iovenior-Cencrnl in his individual 
iiidgmciit will determine wlictbcr it is ]>ro|K!r in tlie circumstances tliat tho Federal 
Legislature should be permitted to do so is not a suflicient safeguard. 

The Cunimittijc also fools that Htates which have inqiortant treaty rights, re¬ 
lating to matters to which they had been nskcil to lujccdc and not liciiig rights which 
tlicy arc prepared to waive on accession, might find great dilliculty in acceding on 
the basis at present offcrcxl. The C'cmniittec aiificipulcs that in many coses it will 
not bo found to bn the iutcutioii of the Crown Itoprcsciitativc tliat treaty rights 
should bo waived, and it ought not to be dillicult to devise by amendment, u neces¬ 
sary, of the ]>rovision8 of tlie Act, at a nionieiit wlinii many amendments, some of 
tJicm of subslance, arc being introduced by Jlis Majesty’s Guvcriimcnt, a suitable 
method of suitably safc^iiardiug such rights. 


A Survey of Reforms in the States 

Following is a survey of the events in the Indian States in the year 1038 issued 
by Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramj/ya, Frosidont of Uic All-Intiia States’ People’s Confer* 
ence and members of the Working Oominittcc of tlio Indian l^ationol Congress:— 

The wide gulf that has for over a ecntiiry separted the Indian States is being 
rapidly bridged up. It may not take long for the two ends to meet and the bridge 
deulared ot^i for tralliu. Then India sbml liave bec^ome one and indivisible. As 
the year 1938 closes, it is but meet that we should rapidly survey our achievements 
during the past twelve months notably during the post few weeks, during wlu^ 
the labours of the year have become siugle*i>ointed and l>egun to bear fruit. 

The Janisaheh of Nawanagar has recently grantefl revenue relief to his sub¬ 
jects to the tune of three lakhs and has made Nawanagar Mnuici]>ality into a 
public body. It is stated that the popular discontent has not nevertheless subsided 
aiul tliat the agitation continues to bo in existence in one form or other. 

In Dhrangadhra, the State has declared the Mnnici))ality a pubic body. Yet 
we are told that there is discontent amongst the people on the ground that the 
body is not invested wiUi all the powei-s duo to it, in tlio day-to-day work. 

Tlie movement in Rajicot stands as the most outstanding movement in the 
Btatos in recent years. For the intensity of feeling within Uio ,Stale as well as the 
c.xtonsive support that the movement secured from oalside. for the virtual idcntilica- 
tion of the Congress ivith tlic movement, for the onlerliness and discipline with 
which the movement has been conducted based upon the twin principles of Truth 
and Non-violcnco, for the etrecUvo snpixirt of Maliatma Gandhi in bringing the 
movement to a close through the dynamic leadership of Sard.vr VallabUbhaa, there 
is nothing to com|>arc with the recent events in the Jtnjkot State. 'The Kajkot State 
has a revenue of only six lakhs, while Ilbavuiigar’s revenue approaches 3 croro, 
and that of Nawanagur’s ranges a(«)ut seventy lakhs. Yet Kajkot is made the 
headquarters of the Kathiawar Stales and therefore it leads them all. That is the 
reason the Itajkot uiovcment has been assignutl tlic great imimrtunco which has been 
associated with it these several weeks. The country’s thanks are due to Bardu 
Vallabhbhai Patel for tliis victory. 

A Conference of the peoples of tlio Stales of Cutch, Eaji'ipla and Bbavnagar 
and Nawanagar is about to be held at an early date and we learn that the Nawab 
of Juna^adh seems to tiavc consented to give to the people of his State a voice in 
the adnuiiistration of tlie State. 

The Rajpipla Bulcr appears to be interested in rural uplift activities and has 
sent bis Dewan to see for himself some of them. Ue has been pleased to recognise 
the Praia Seva Mandal an<l sanctioned an annual grant of Its. 2,000 to the public 
library. His Highness is interesting himself in the Wardha scheme of education 
and bos announced that six State schools for boys and girls will bo given over to 
the Seva Mandal for the proposed cxiieriment. 

Tlie Rajkot struggle baa inllucuccd tlie Paliiann jxioplc, who hold the first 
session of the State’s Peoples’ Conference on the 7di Janu>u 7 , 1939, in the Palitana 
Durbar hall. Some revenue reforms seem to have been iutroiluccd by the Baja 
Salicb in three Mahalas of his Slate and the rei.ato that lias been given in land 
revenue assessment in casli to nil Maliaias in the Palitana. aggregate to ono lakh of 
a total of 1,80,000 of rupees. 

In the small Slate of IJiadol certain concessions have been granted by the 
Kaia Saheb in response to the petitions from the jicople of the Stale abolishing 
bethi, basad, mi^an (forccil gifts given at the time of royal ceremonies) and granting 
full civil liberties and facilities for the jieoplc of the Stale to get wood without 
extra tax from the forest for fuel and for building purposes and for making agri¬ 
cultural implements. The Baja has announced tlie abolition of tuxes on sMt and 
kerosene. Besides the Baja Saheb has consented to reconsider tlic various forest 
laws, and grazing fees, bolhi and other taxes. 

The liamdurg Durbar has announced responsible government for the people of 
the Stale. It was stated tliat it was tlio jiolicy of tlie State to establish responsible 
government in tlio State for tlie benefit of tbo subjccis and for the greater associa¬ 
tion of the people witli the administratioa of the Stale. The announcement will 
soon be followw up by the formulation of a constitution for responsible govern- 
meut and the apixnntmeut of a impulor Minister, 


A SUBVEY OF REFORMS IN THE STATES 43S 

Kolhapur is the leading State in South Moliarashtia. Whew Kolhapijr moves, 
It may be expected that the rest of the Slates of Southern Maharashtra will make a 
move. Some time ago a beginning waa made in the direction of representaflvo 
government by the introiliietion of local self-governing boflics and Uie grant of eight 
lakhs of ruiKxss for the same. Now the Rriine Minister has been directed to report 
upon tlie best inanncr in winch such nd<litionnl associations of the people of the 
State with its adininist ration can iio brought about. To this end the Maharaja has 
started a Ijegislaiive Asscmitly with reference to the entire principaiity. There is no 
doubt that tlic ti-foiina will not go beyond the Minto-Morley reforms judging from 
the character < f the aniioiinccjnunt and Uie cheeks and balances with which they 
luive been Ue<lgc.d. 

The Stale Conj;rcaa agilaiioii has cropiied np in Rajnandgam State in a vigo¬ 
rous form in the tientral India. I.lcfore tlic Satyagralui was started in right earnest, 
the Durbar has made an aniionn<^emcnt iinlieating its decision to start advisory 
councils for each of the seven pavganas called iTaja Babhns with tn’O-tliinls member¬ 
ship elected and the rest to be nominated by the Durbar as well as the I’rcsidcnt. 
Ihis scheme of reforms is considcacil l>y the pco|dc to bo extremely unsatisfactory. 
The absence of a Central Asscnildy based on elected representatives of the subjects 
at the Centre is ground enough for u complaint by the State Congress jieople to 
whom the schcm.j is obviously unacceptable, and Mahatmaji is being consult by 
Mr. Ruikar on die su)>]cct. 

In Metvar vliielr is an ancient State, l.l>e discontent of the people has been 
intensified by tlic fiu't tliat the (iovorninent of India has transferred a portion of 
the British Indian territory of Ajmero-Merwara in spite of the opjosition of the 
inhabitants of tlu area concerned. The satyagniha campaign at Udaipur and Nabba- 
dwar covered nca-ly JU firisoiiors. 

In tlic midst of this confusion an<l cbao.s (hrougliout, it is gladdening to note 
some cosmos is being evolved in the various Stales in Iiiilia. 'J'Uo (piict and 
unostentatious ninnner in wliicti the Raja Salieb of Awidh has celebrated his seven- 
Uotli birtlulay by annontudii^ Uic coniermcnt of responsible government upon his 
subjects comes as a great, relief. 

While largo olaU'S like Hyderabad, Udaipur, anil Bikaner have made themselves 
well known for the restriction of civil jilicitics wliich Iwvc been imgiosed upon the 
people of the Stall!, it is a matter for congvatuluiion that the Jlolkar of Indorv has, 
in rosiKmso to Uic publio dciiiaiid, admito-d his siilijects to a greater measure of 
civil liberties, by lenioving tlic restrictions niion holding public lucctiags within 
the Indore muiiiciiial lioiiiidarics. 

Benares, it may bo. remcniborcil, was only a xainiiidari till 2.o yeiirs ago when 
it was made a Stale. The veiiort of Uie Oominittec ai'poinlwl by the Maharaja 
of Benares in Mnrdi 1038 to invcslignto the (ineslion of crciiUiig a Legislative 
Council for Uic Stale lias been submitted to His Highness by the Chief 
Secretary of the State. The rojiort is signed by four out of the five mcnilicrB. 
The leiuiuniiig member, Mr. llurishankar Dube, projKises to submit » separate 
report shortly. 

It is a matter for gratification Uiat the State Congress of Travancore has 
withdrawn that iioition of Uic nicmoranduiu rcliitiiig to ]>ersonal matters audit is to 
be hoiied that Ukcuisc it may siisucnd Uie civil disobeiUciice uiovcmcnt in response 
to Mabatmaji's direcUoiis. Tlio whole burden of direction of Uie movement in its 
further stages will then naturally fidl on Mahatmaji himself. Judging from the 
events in Travaiicoxe, namely, tlic deputation of Uic Nairs for the reform of Uio 
voting system and reorganisation of the roaiingenicnt, as well as representation of 
Dewitsom, it looks us tliougli the State is preparing itself for Uie inevitable next 
step in the polity of the State. 

Finally, the Hiidurabad Slate Congress is to be congratulated on the prompt 
and decisive mannei in which it has carried out the bclicsts of Mahatmaji. There 
is a destiny tliat truly sliapcs oiir cuds and Malialmji stands at Shegaou os the 
one adviser of the whole of India in matters not only relating to provinces but 
also to the States. He has been now drawn into the fray, for Muliatmaji is 
always the first person to recognise movcrooiits bused upon self-help. Those who 
have been accustomed to his ways during the Inst 18 years in regard to iiolitical 
affairs of British India so called would find uoUiing slrunge in his stopping the 
satyagraha movement in Hyderabad, so far as it it is concerned with the political 
aspect of Uie matter. The allairs of Hyderabad have been unfortunately comidica- 
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might easily have dropped the prefix iliuda and joined the movement for political 
reform and tlie Arya Bamaj activities. The latter body has real grievances relating 
to -rights of worship and congregations. But of all moments that it should have 
chosen this moment for staging its battle can only bo regretted from this one 
stand-point, namely, that it has eorac as a complication in the political movement 
which itscli is being dubbed as cominiinai organisation. Its association with the 
satyagraha movement would not enable tlic latter movement to outlive tiio bad 
name tluit was given to it iiofore it was hangetl. We arc, however, glad to learn 
that the Aryan leaders are mcciiiig Uatidhiji. Four Inindrcd men have gone to jail 
under the banner of the Hyderabad State Congress cheerfully and wholeheartedly. 
The fact tliat the list of prisoners includtsl tlic names of men like Sri Kashinath 
Rao Vaidya siJcaks volumes of tlie dignity and sense of rcsiionsibilily which have 
been brought to bear upon the movement. For, it is well known uiat Kiisiiiath- 
raojl was a memlxir of the lyengcr CominiUce on Reforms. The cessation of the 
movement in Hyderabad is calculated to strengthen tlie political crop in that 
State, just as the transplanfalion of paddy seedlings would considerably help the 
yield of a bumiier crop of paddy. 

Affairs in Kashmir have reached a lull but cannot continue so for long, 
Baroda is likely to be the storm centre cro long. Mysore is still in the throes of 
delivery and an expectant world is awaiting the new birth with _ bated _ broatii. 
The States in the runjoh have gone througli the mill notably Kalsia. Patiala has 
come under a new regime and while broad visioned spew’hcs are being dclivcral 
by tho Ruler, wo are yet to hear of a taiigibic sihcino of political reform in this 
State. Bikaner continues to be as backward as ever before. Alwar, Gwalior and 
Nabha are under British Admiriistratioii and there is no excuse for these States 
lagging bdiind tliose subject to absolute and jicisonal nilo of a princa Jeypore 
has just emerged from an internecine quarrel and must now tiiin its attention to 
the civic liberties and political riglits of its own people, Joilbpiir is under the 
Uewanship of Ool. Field aud tlic exterumeut orders against friends like Joinarain 
Vyas have to be rescinded. 

Ill Uio Ihnijab, Malcrkotia and Bliawalpur have scon their worst days and the 
Princes have to toe the line with their promwive compeers if the disturbances of 
two years ago have had any lesson for them. In the Bhulkan States of tho 
Punjab, leaving atone Nabha and Patiala, Uierc remains the third Stale of Kapur- 
Ihala and the Maharaja lias just announced ids decision to appoint without delay 
a Committee to report on tlie qnstion of rcionstiluting tho State Asscmlily cslabli- 
shell in 1910 but not suininoiica for many years and it is gratifying to hear tlie 
Maharaja say that altliough his pcopto nave for long been accustomed to and 
remoiiicd contented with a benevolent jicrsonul form of goveriimciit, yet modern 
political tendencies cannot be ignored. 

Cochin’s example of Diarchy has been followed by the enlightened Prince of 
Sangli who has evolved a fine scheme of partial responsibility in respect of which 
Sj. Bhanker Rao Uco states Uiat tlmogh it involves Diarchy, yet the obnoxious 
features of dual rule of which Uio British are one of tlic two parties may not be 
noticeable in a scheme worked out in a Stale. 

A Communique has been issued by Uie Jodiipur Slate auUioritics introducing 
Village Panchayats and a Central Advisory Boiunl aud District Boards while in 
Jaipur the changes have not advanced any futber. 

Even ill Dhcukaiial a constitution has been promiscil with cflcct from the 
next financial year. One does not know what is brewing in Talchcr. 



The All-India States’ People’s Conference 

Annua! Session—Ludhiana—IStb. & 16th. February 1939 

Presidential Address 

The com))Oiin(l of the Kimdnn Woml Fiielory was filled to capacity when 
the oijcii session of tltc All-India States’ People’s (ionfcrcnce commenced at Ludhiana 
on the t5th. February I9a». After tlic sinking of tlic 'J3iinde Mataram’ song 
by a batch of trirls, tiie address of the Oliairinaii of the Keceptioii Oominittcb 
was read. Thereafter, Mr. Juwahartal J^ehru, asi-endinji; the rostrum, delivered 
his address exiumpere in Iliudustani. Followinj; is the full text of Mr. Nehru’s 
address 

Year after yc.ir this Conference of the jwople of the Indian Slates has met 
in session and discussed the problems of tlie States. Year after year it has raised 
its voice in coudemtiaiion of the autocracy tuid misrule, the corruption and tho 
dej^raiiation that has iircvuiled in many of these States. 'J’ho labours of Uiis 
Conference, and far more so of tho National Congress have borne fruit, and to-day 
there is a mighty awakening among the iicoplo of tlic States. When in after 
years, the liiatory of Iinlia comes to be written, the year 1938 will stand out ns 
the year of this awakening. ITio historian of that distant future will not wonder 
at this awakening •, but he will marvel that Ihe millions who inhabit tho Indian 
States submitted for generations Ui intxdcrable ami appalling conditions, and that 
a system of government which had long vanished in otlier parts of Uie world still 
conUiiueii in India. 

Tho year 19:18 has bcf^omo history and wc stiiml on tlio threshold of 1939. 
Tlie movemout tor frecilom gatiicrs pace ami tlic whole of India looks with 
sympathy and undorstanding on this great struggle in Uio Siates. At this vital 
moment you have summune<l me to this Contereiico and I liavo gladly come at 
your bidding. I come to you not only because T am intensely interested in tlie 
freedom of tlie people of the States, but as tl»c bearer of tho goodwill ot the rest 
of India and ns a pledge of our solidarity. 

COSaUl«S lIlISIUNOllKl Enkiioy 

Many iwople have, in mist years, eriticised the attitude of tho National 
<-oiigress towiirds the States and hcaU-d argument 1ms taken place aliout iiitcrvoutioii 
and nou-intcrveiition. That criticism and argument iiavc perished with tlic yesterday 
tluit has gone and ai'c moauiiigloss to-day. Yet it is worUiwhilc to consider briefly 
the devcloi'incnt of Congress policy in regard to Ute States. I have not always 
approved of all the expressions of this policy or liked tlie emplmsis on certain 
asjiects of the problem. But I am <«niiiiee<l that this fiiiidamcnfal policy was 
eori'cet one under the circuinstauees, and, indeed, subsequent events have juslilied 
it eompletcly. A policy, aiming at vital cliange or revolution, must keep in touch 
with reality and llie eonditions that prevail. As these eoiulitions change, that 
jiolicy thaimes. Bravo words and gestures or strongly-worded resolutions, out of 
touch with olijcctive eoiiditions do not bring about tliat prcgnuiit atniosiihere out 
of which revolutionary change is born Nor can that condition be created artificially 
or mass movements launched unless tlie masses themselves are ready and iirepaicd. 
The Congress realiwd this and knew,of the uniirci nrcdncss of the iicoplc in tho 
States ; it husbandtsl its energy in tlie struggle outside, well realising that this 
was tho most cuectivc method of influciteing the States’ people and making them 
ready for their own struasic. 

No Question of Ikteuvention 

The Ilaripura resolution was a landmark in the evolution of Congress policy 
and it enunciated this clear language. The integrity and unity of India was an 
essential part of the independence we worked for, and the same full moaaure of 
political, social and economic freedom was to come to tho States as to the rest of 
India. There could be no compromise on tliis, and the Congress declared afresh 
in favour of full Eesionsible Government and tho guarantee of civil lib^y in the 
States. Further, it dcclart'd to be its right and )irivilcge to work for the attainment 
pf these objectives in tho States, There was no question of non-intervention; the 
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Congress, as representing the will of the Indian people, recognises no bars wbiuh 
limit its freedom of activity in any matter pertaining to India and her people. It 
is its right and privilege and its duly to intervene in any such matter wncaover 
the interests of India demand it. Nut to do so would be to deny its own function 
and to betray Uie cause which it seeks to represent. 

But it is for the Congress and the people of India to determine when and 
where tiiey will intervene and what jxrlicy they must pursne, so that their 
intervention might be efleutive and fruitful of results. The limitation, if any, is 
of its own making, or is caused by external circumstances which it is wi e enough 
to reiiognise. No outside antltoiity can limit tlie function of the Congress, just 
as no power or authority can set bounds to the aspirations or advancement ot the 
Indian people. 

The Congress knew well tliat tlic backwardness of tbe States hindered our 
national progress and that there could be no frccrlom for India unless the States 
ceased to bo what they were. The Congress was eager to bring about this essential 
and vital change, and yet it knew that the change i^ould only come about from 
below, when the people of the Slates grew self-reliant and organised and capable 
of shouldering the burden of their struggle. It emphasised this. Not to have 
done so would have bccu to mislead and encourage vain delusion, and delay tlic 
building up hi the States themselves of organisations which would represent tho 
strength and will of the people. 

One MtoHTX Struggle 

The wisdom of tho Congress stands amply justified to-day when wc see 
the developments that have taken place since llaripura. All the States are astir 
and in many ot them powerful mass movemculs arc functioning. 'J’he people of 
tbe States ore rapidly coming into line with the rest of India; Uicy are no longer 
a burden and a dead-weight keeping us back. They are sctiiug the pace for India 
to-day and our national ])oUtic.8 are dominated by their 8trn(?gle. 'l*ie time hM 
come, therefore, for tho integration of these various struggles in the States inter ae 
and with the major struggle against Itritish Imperialism. There are no longer 
many different stiiiggles going ou for independence; tliere is only one mighty 
struggle for India’s freedom, though its aspects may vary and though its batUo- 
grouiuls may bo many. As (Jandliiji lias said, tlic struggle for liberty, whenever 
It laktis place, is a struggle for all-India. 

It is in tho fitness of things that at this moment of vital ciisis for the States, 
India’s leader, ever tlunking of her freudom and jealous of her honour, should step 
out and in his ringing voice of old. that wo remember so well, give faith and 
courage to our people, (huulhiji’s lead has liiially settled all the old arguments 
that Siscured the issue, aud tluit issue stands out now clear and definite. 

Ou r OP Date System 

There are about six hundred States in India—big ones and small ones and 
tiny ones, which one cannot even place on the map. Tliey difler greatly among 
themselves and some have advanced industrially and educatioually, and some have 
had competent Rulers or Ministers. The majority of them however, are sinks of 
reaction and incompetence and unreBtroined antourntic power, sometimes 
exercised by vicious and degraded individuals. But whether tho Ruler 
happens to be good or bad, or bis Ministers competent or incompetent, 
the evil lies in the system. Tliis system bos vanished from the rest of the 
world and, left to itself, it would have vauislied from India ^so long 
ago. But in B))ite of its mejiifcst decay and stagnalion, it has been pi-opi)ud up 
and artificially maintained by British Imperialism. Offspring of the British (lOwcr 
in India, suckled by Imperialism, for its own purposes, it has surviveil till to-day, 
though mightv revolutions have shaken the world and changed it, empires have 
collapsed ana crowds of Brinccs and petty Rulers have faded away. That system 
has no inherent importance or strength, it is tlio strength of British Imperialism 
that counts. For us in India, that system has in reality lieen one of the faces 
04 impermlism. Therefore, when conflict comes, we must recognise who our 
opponent is. 

Tbosb Treaties 

We are told now of the so-called independence of tho State and of thdr 
treaties with the Paramount Power, which are sncrosanct and inviolable and appar¬ 
ently must go on for ever and ever. We have recently seen what happens to 
interoational treaties an d tho most sacred of covenants when they do not suit the 
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pnrtKMcs of imporinliMin. We have seen there treaties tom up, friends and allies 
basely deserted nml betrayed and tlie pledged word broken by England and France. 
DenKRtracy and freedom were tlic sufferers and so it did not matter, iiut when 
reaction and autocracy and imperialism stirnd to lose, it docs matter, and treaties, 
however moth-eaten and harmful to the iioopio they might be, have to be preserved. 
It is a monstrous imiRisiiion to be asketl to put up with these treaties of a century 
and a quarter ago, in the making of whieli the i>cople liad no voice or say. It is 
fantastic to exixict tl'c iH'aple to kee)» on their eliidns of slavery, im^iosed upon 
tlicm by force and Iraud, and to submit ti> a system which crumes the life-bloo<l 
out of tlicm. We re-ogniso no sindi trctUles and we shall in no event accept 
them. The only liuil authority and paramount power that we recognise is 
the will of the peoide, and the only tiling that counts ultimately is the good of 
the ixiople. 

lNDKPEJfi)Bm« OP States 

A new theory of the indciicudcuec of tlie Stales has been advanced in recent 
years, and it has been ndvaiiccil by the very 1‘ower tliat holds them in an iron 
grip and keeps tlicm in subie,itioii. Neither liistory nor coiistiliilional hiw give 
any iusUfieation for tliis, and if we examine tiic origins of these States, most of 
tlieir itulcrs wiinld l o reduced (o tlie status of fcndal borons. But we need not 
trouiilc ouraelvcs with legal rcsearc,^ as the practhe and facts are plain enough. 
This praclieo lias Ikmu fi-r ilie British 1‘owcr to dominate these States eoinpJetcly 
aiul its slighcst gesture is tv coitituand to tlicm, wliii-ii they disobey at tlieir peril. 
The rolitical Departiiiciu of Uie Uoveriimeiit of India pulls the strings and the 
uiippels dauco to its tune; tlic loeat Ivesident is tlie master of die situation; and 
lattorly (lie prm-ticc has grown of lirilish oilieials being im))OBcd ns Ministers of 
tlie Rulers of tlic Sitites. If tliis is indepondeiui^ llien it will be interesting to 
learn how it dilFors from tlic most abject si.lijeelion. 'J'lieTC is no indc) endeiiee in 
tlie States, and (horn is going lo be none, for it is luirdly possible gcographicially 
and it is oiitirely opposed to the (.•oiuicption of a united free India, it is eoncei- 
valilo and desirable ii the . aso of tlie largi'r StnUi for tlicm lo have a great deal of 
auloiiomy witiiiii tlie framework of an Imlian Federation. But they will have to 
remain integral part i of fiidia and the major matters of common concern must 
be coiilroll(sl by a doiuoeralie Feiloral Centra Inlermilly. they will have licspousi* 
blc (.iuvcrtnuciit. 

Auhdji Ruijcii’a E.vahpi-k 

It is clear that the problem of tlie States would be easy of solution if the con¬ 
flict was coiifimHl to the people and tlic Rider. Many of tlic Rulers, left to them¬ 
selves, would uUiniately lino themselves with tlie peojilc and if they hesitated to do 
so, file i-ressiire from Imlow would soon iiiduw them to change their minds. Not to 
do so would imperil their position and tlie only alternative would be complete re¬ 
moval. The Ooii^rcfis and tlic various I’raja Mandals have so far made every effort 
to iiulue.c the Uiuci> to side with their iwople and establish Rcs|>onsiblc Goverii- 
mont. Tlicv must rjalLse that for them not lo agree to do so will not slop tlio 
coming of freediuu fo their jicoplo; their opiaisition will only place an insurmount¬ 
able barrier between them and tlieir (icuple, and an arrangement between Uie two 
will then become exccclingly diliKnlt. The map of the world has changed many 
times during the last liiindrcd years ; empires have ecascil to bo and new countries 
have arisen. E.-cn now, iiefoto our very eyes, we see this map changing. It re¬ 
quires no prophet to say witli confidence Unit tlic Indian Btatos system is doomed 
even as tlic British Einjiire, which lias so long prolccled it, is doomed. It is the path 
of prudence as well ss of wisdom for the Rulers to line tliemselvcs with their people and 
share with tliem in tlie new freedom, and instead of being despotic ana disliked 
Riders, witli a preiarions tenure, to lie proud and equal citiyAms of a great common¬ 
wealth. A few of the Killers of tlic Huites have realised this and have taken some 
stops in tlie right direction. One of tliem, flic Raja of Auiidli, the Chief of a small 
State, has distbigiihhcd himself liy liis wisilom in granting Responsible Oovernment 
to bis people, and in doing so witii grace and good-will. 

INTEKVEHTION OF CONllUESS 

But, unhappil}, roost of tlicm stick to their old ways and show no signs of 
change. They dcmonstrale afresh the lesson of liistory that wJien a class has ful¬ 
filled its purpose and the world has no nectl of it, it decays and loses wisdom and 
fdl capacity. It cannot a(lai>t itself to changing conditions. In a vain attempt to 
hold on to what is fading away, it loses oven what little it might have retained. 
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The British-ruling classes have had a long and brilliant career and throughont the 
Nineteenth Century and after, tlioy dominated the world. Yet to-duy wo see them 
nerveless, witless, incapable of consoisutive thot^ht or action, and in a frantic attempt 
to hold on to some vested interests, ruining tlieir great position in the world and 
shattering the proud edifice of tlieir Empire. It is even so with classes that have 
fulfilled their function and outliued their utility. If the British ruling classes are 
manifestly failing, in spite of tlicir prestige and tradition and training, what shall 
we say of our Indian Princes, who fur generations past have grown up in 
decadence and irresponsibility ? The problems of Government require something 
more than a knowledge of how to manage i)olo-^)Onics, or re<^nise the breeds of 
dogs, or have the skill to kill large numbers of inoitensivo aninMs. 

But even if tlio Eulers of the Btates were willing, tlieir willingness would 
not take them far. For the master of their immediate destiny is the agent of 
the British Guvernmeut and they dare not offend 1dm. We have seen in the case 
of Eajkot, how a Enter, who was inclined to come to terms with bis people was 
threatened with deposition, and how later he was made to break his words under 
pressure from British agents. Tlius the conllict in tlie l^tates is only incidentally 
with the Eulers. In cficct, it is with British Im)>crialism. That is the issue, clear 
and definite. And that is why tlie intcrfcrcuec of the British I'owcr in the l^lates 
against the people lias a siiccial signiilemicc. We sec this on an increasing scale, 
not only by the Political Department of the Government of India and its many 
agents and Kosidcnls, but through its armed forces, as in Orissa. This interference 
in order to crush the );iopiilar moveniout is no longer going to he tolerated by us. 
The National Congress will certainly intervene with full vigour if the Government 
of India interrciic to crush tiic ))CO|>lc. Our mot}io<ls arc dificrent; they mo 
peaceful, but tlioy have been sliown in the past to l»c effective, 

Qani)Ui’.s Waksino 

Gandhiji has repeatedly warned the Britisli Government and its agents in 
India of the (ar-rcaching conscctuoiices of tliis coullict. It is manifestly imiX)siblo 
for the coullict to bo confined to particular Btates and for Uio Congress, at the 
same time, to oai-iy on Proviucial Ailministratlous, involving a measure of co* 
oporatiou with the British autlioritics. If there is this major conllict then its 
effects will spread to tl-.o remotest corners of India, and tlie question will no 
longer be a limited one of this Btato or that, but of tlie complete elimination of 
Britisli Power. 

Choice bepoke the 1'eopi.b 

What is the nature of the conflict to-day ? 'ITiis must be clearly understood. 
It varies slightly from Btate to Blate, but tho demand everywhere is for full 
Tospousiblc government Yet tlie conflict is not at present to enforce that demand, 
but to establish the right of organising itcopic for that demand. When this right 
is denied and civil liberties are crushed, no way is left open to ttio people to carry 
on what are called coiisUtutional methods of agitation. Tlieir choiso tlien is cither 
to submit and give up all political and even public activity, and to suffer a 
degradation on the spirit and a contiuualion of the tyranny that oppresses them, 
or to resort to direct action. This direct action, according to our code, is 
]ierfectly )>eaceful Satyograha and a refusal to submit to violence and evil, what¬ 
ever the consequences. The immediate issue to-day is, thus, one of civil liberties in 
most of the Btates, though tlie objective everywhere is responsible government. 
In Jaipur the issue is in a sense still more limited, for tlie Btate Government 
objects to the Prajn Maudal organising famine relief. 

Members of the British Government, in justifying their international ^lolicy. 
tdl us frequently of their love of peace and their horror of tho methods of force 
and violence in tho solution of intomational or national jirohlcms. In the 
name of peace and npiicasemcut, they have helped and encouraged international 
blackmail and gangsterism of tho worst type and done moral injury to democracy 
and freedom in Euroiie. By tlieir policy they have enthroned the rule of unabashed 
violence in Europe and been parties to the greatest tragedy of onr time—the defeat 
of the Eopublic of Spain, which has fought so mi^uificently and so long against 
overwhelming odds. Yet these statesmen of Britain talk of the virtues or peaceful 
settlement and of the wickedness of force and violence. These pious sentiments are 
applied by them in Europe so that the forces of reaction and violence might have a 
free field and an ample opportunity to crush freedom. 
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Civil Librktibs 

What do wc 8(« in India and especially in the States? All attempts by us 
at peaceful propananUo, {>cticeful o^anisatiou, peaceful settlement are met by the 
brutal violence of tlie State authorities, backed by the armed might and political 
iiillueuco of the lirilish Rower. 1'hus, where changes are sought, howsoever legitima¬ 
tely and peacefully, in tlie dirocttioii of democracy and freedom, all such attempts 
must be put down ruthlessly and with violence, lint where changes are desired by 
Fawism and Im)>cri^ilisiu in their own interests and in order to crush Dmocracy 
and freedom, then violence and force are allowed full play, and the policy of peace 
is only meant to obstruct and hinder tliose who want to preserve their UbmUes. 
Does any one still hold that tyranny and autocracy and corrupt administration 
must continue in the States? Does any one deny that all these must go and 
give )ilaco to free institutions? If so. how is this change to be brought about 
normally unless full opportunities are given for )>eaceiul organisation and the 
development of an iiitelUgciit and self-reliant public 0 )>inion? 'J'he full ests^Iish- 
ment of civil liberties is an essential preliminary to any progress. It is an insult 
to India to ask her to toicrale in the Stales’ ordinance rule and tbe suppression 
of organisations and 'he prevention of pnblia gatherings and methods, usually 
associated with tlie gangster. Are the Slates to remain vast prisons, where &e 
human spirit is aougitt to bo extinguished and the resource of the people are 
to he usM for the inuctuitry and luxury of cmirtB, while the masses starve and 
remain illiterate tuid liai^kward? Are the Mhldlc Ages to continue in India under 
the protection of llritish ImiKsrialism? 

Indian State’s Peohlems 

In an important State in Rajputana, even typewriters are discouraged and 
there is an oruiiiance dciding with them and re(}uiriug tlieir registration. In 
Kashmir, a munsiroiis ordinaiice, framed on the tines of the ordinance promulgated 
for the Ituiina reiiclliou some years ago, is the ]>orinancnt law of the State, In the 
premier State of Hyderabad, civil liberty has long been non-existent and latterly 
accounts of brutal ill-ireatment of iicttccfiil satyograltis have seen the light of day. 
'J'he rccciu cx)nilsiou of UuudrtHls of students fixim the Osmonia University for the 
offence of singing “Bandc Mataram” privately is an astounding instance of the reac¬ 
tionary montaiily whicn prevails in the governing circles of Hyderabad. In Travan- 
core, (ho memory of tlic outrages of last summer is still fresh in our minds. But I 
do not wish to make a list of these Stales and tlieir misdeeds, nor do 1 wish to 
discuss tlie problems of individual Bliites, If I attem]>ted to do so, this address of 
mine would never end. Here, where wc meet, tiio Punjab Blates lie close to us and 
many of them hare long hud an unsavoury reputation. Their tale of misgovornment, 
if we heard it fully, would fill our times. But, ajiart from the diUtciilties of time 
and space, I would prefer tliat you coiioentratcd your atlentiou on the wider problem 
which embraces all the .States, which is ui effect the Indian Btates problem, rather 
than lose ourselves in t'le maze of cacli separate problem. Wc must see the wood 
and not get lost in the trees. We must railise, and we must make others realise, 
that it is no longer pusaible to <leal piecemeal with tliis great problem, for the free¬ 
dom of India is one and indivisible. 

Rajkot and Jaipur 

But some States arc in the forefront to-day in the struggle and they _ must bo 
referred to. Borne are peculiarly situated and reguiro consineration.^ iCajkot and 
Jaipur occupy the stage to-day and both of them raise issues of ali-ludia iin|)OTtance. 
Many of our comrades arc tliere engaged in the heat of tlie struggle, and have been 
unable to join ns in this Oonfereiicc because of tliat more important engagement. 
Rajkot has many lessons to teach us. After some moiiUis of coutiict, it seemed that 
the people had won mid we rejoicetl. We saw bow effectively the t^nique of our 
struggle and Uio jieacefiil and heroic attitude of the people brought success to us. But 
wo had rejoiced too sot-n, and the ))ligUt«l word of the Ruler was broken and_ ^ 
struggle hail to bt^in afresh. All India knows how this happened and how British 
authority by pressure anr'. threats came in the way of a seltlemcut. From this we 
learn that we must nevei lie misled by lemiKiraTy Buccess, we can never be sure of 
the triumph of our cause, till achievement luw come. Promises and assurances will 
not be kept for the real powtar docs not rest witli those who make the promise. It 
rests with British Imperialism. In Jaipur there is an English ollicial who, though 
appointed IMmo Minister by the Maharaja, is the real ruler of ,t}ie State and rules 
on behalf of, and probably under the iustructious of, tbe Political Department of 
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the GoTernraont of India. No ono imaginca that the youthful Maharaja has any 
important say in vital matters. No one supiwscs that the English Prime MiuisUx 
could function as such for a day without the goodwill and support of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. The slightest disapproval of his policy by the Political Department 
would result in the immediate change of that policy or in his removal from his 
office. 


British Intrrvrntion ih Orissa States 

In Orissa, the regrettable murder of the British Avent, Major Bazalgette, 
has led, as each acts, even when committed in a moment oi folly always lead, 
to unfortunate consequences. The iieople of the Orissa States are backward and 
have to suffer for their lack of understanding of our basic principles. This act 
is a warning to us to conduct our movement in such a manner that the people 
realise its significance and adhere strictly to its policy of non-violence. For them 
to forget this is to injure their own cause. J'he reaction of the British Power to 
the tragedy of Banpiir was significant. Armed forces were brought from distant 
parts of India and a largo concentration of troops in Orissa proedaimed the might 
of the Paramount Power. What were these troops snpiiosed to do ? There was 
no rebellion, no violent aggression. The starving iioasantry fled at their approach 
and the State of Kanpur became au uninhabited wilderness. It is said that some 
trouble was feared from tlie backward jungle tribes the Gonds. Was the British 
Army in such numbers required to face the bows and arrows of these poor 
backward countrymen of ours ? But the Gonds have done nothing and will not 
do anything aggressive unless they are goaded by intolerable misery. They have 
to be mot gently and their grievances removed. But the way of imperialism is 
different. It was not the possilulity of any action by Gonds that brought the 
armed hosts to Orissa, 'Ihe troops came to overawe the peasantry of the States 
and to strengthen the Rulers in op{X)slng Uroir demamls. 'I'hey were utilised to 
suppress the movement for freedom, 'inis was an intervention of the most fiagrant 
kind on behalf of the Paramount Power on the side of tyranny and corrupt 
administrations. Every one knows that some of the Stales in Orissa are the worst 
and most derailed of their kind in India. 

Quite apart from Banpur and long before the murder of Major Bazalgette, 
there, tyrannical odraiaistrations of Dbonkanal and Talcher had oppressed their 
people to such an extent that a great e.xo<lus had taken place from these States. 
From twenty to thirty thousand {wrsons bad crossed tlie boiuidarios of the States 
and entered the Province of Orissa. A deman<i came from Bie Rulers for the 
extradition from the Province to the States of the leiuleTs of this exodus, so that 
they might be mode to suffer for their opiiosition to the State administration. This 
demand was supported by the British authority. It was a demand, which no 
Congress Ministiy could aneo to without losing honour and betraying our comrades 
in the States and being false to our principles. We do not wish to shield any 
one who is guilty. Wo ore perfeclW prepared for a full enquiry. But the enquiry 
that is needed is au enquiry into offences and maladministration and oppression 
of the Dhenkaiial aud Tulcher State Governments. It is these State authorities 
that should be tried for the sorrow and misery that they have brought on ihrix 
people. 

The Ma^ob States 


The Governments of the major States have been opt ]>upilB in some ways 
of British Imperialism. Among other things they have learnt the art of utilising 
communal diflorcnces to cluick itopiilar movements. In Tinvancore, a powerful 
people’s movement is opiHised and sought to be disi^rcditerl on the ydea ^at it is 
a commiintii movement, consisting mainly of Christians; in Kashmir, ^e {) 0 ])ular 
movement is called communal because it is largely Muslim in composition; in 
Kydcrabail, it is said to be communal becmiisc it is iircdomiiiantly ilindn. The 
demands put forward on belialf of these several movements might be, as they 
indeed are, wholly national with no communal tinge or bias in them but some 
excuse has to be found to discredit aud oppose them and the plea of commnnalism 
is a useful one.. 

Hyderabad and Kashmir are the two premier States in India and we might 
have hoped that they would set an example to the other States by introdneting uee 
institutions and Bct^nsiblo Government. Unhappily both are exceedingly hack- 
ward, politically and soidally, Hyderabad is a predominantly Hindu State with a 
Muslim ruling class ; Kashmir is predominantly a Muslim Stale with a Hiada 
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lulin;;; class. Rolli thus present the same type of problems and both have the same 
background of extreme i overly among the masses, illitenicy, industrial backward¬ 
ness and undeveloped resoiirites. In painful contrast with this general poverty and 
wretclieilnesR, the Rulers of Irolh are probably the two richc.st individuals in India. 
Kashmir is slightly more advanced politically as it has a kind of Legislative Assem¬ 
bly, but this has little power, and the ordinances that obtain there are monstrous 
in their severity. In Hyderabad, we have probably the lowest level of civil liberty 
in India, and latterly attention lias been drawn to the prohibition of oven certain 
religious eeremonies. This low level in Hyderabad is not the reaction to any aggres¬ 
sive movement but has been for long the normal slate of affairs. 

CjIAllOE OF C0MMUHAT.ISM 

It is distressing that in these two great States such conditions should 
prevail. It was iiatund that in both of llicra i>opnlar movements should 
grow un and spread to the masses. 'Ihis took idace in Kashmir first and later in 
Hyderabad. It was iiievittthlo tliat such movomciits should affect the great majority 
of the |)opulation —the Muslims in Kashmir and the Hindus in Hyderabail. It, 
under the circumstances, tlicy showed a certain communal tinge to begin with, it 
was not suriirising. Even so they did not cease to lie poimiar movements represent¬ 
ing the urge of the masses and their oineclivc was a nationid one, which would 
bring relief and progress to all. To coudemn tliem as communal movements was 
to blind one-self deUbcrately to the facts, and fur the minority groups in either 
State to lend colour to tiiia condemnation was to injure their own cause. For ^is 
meant that the minority was opiKiscd to frixidom and progress and clung in to 
some petty special piivitogcs which it was thought that the present regime gave it. 

As a matter of fact the two movements nrogressivdy developed on national 
lines, and in Kashmir, I am glad to say, a number of wise and far-seeing Hindus 
and Sikhs threw tht ir weight on the side of the popular movement and supported 
the ‘National Demand’ which askeit for liestionHibio Government. I am sure that 
in Hyderabiul many fiir-sceing Muslims wilt do iike-wise. The lexers of these 
movements in both the States realise tlie extreme importance of steering clear of 
communalism and have tried to do so. They must not weaken at any moment in 
this, or else they will injure their cause. The minorities must also roalise that it 
is inevitable that liesiHmsibla Government will come to the States, and freedom 
will bring rich gifts for them as much as for the others. To oppose this struggle 
of the people or to be passive stiectotors in it is to prove unworthy of and false to 
the future that beckons to ns all. llecanse Jiyderal>nd and Kashmir have essentially 
the same problem, tliough it has a different complexion in each, it should not be 
difticult to consider the two together and to offer the same solution, in so far as 
minority rights are concerned. That solution should bo in keeping with the broad 
principles laid down by the Congress and must lit in with Responsible (^vernmeut. 

IlYOEllABAD BaTTAOKAIIA SDSI'BNSIOW 

In Hyderabad a peculiar situation arose some time back which resulted in 
producing a certain confusion iu the public mind. The State Congress was deciar^ 
an illcgtd organisation although its activity was llte perfectly peaceful and constitu¬ 
tional one of enrolling members and strengthening its organisation. Rut the State 
has been nurtured in the traditious of the mediaeval age and even this was objected 
to and stoptvetL The State Congress thureu)ioii justifiably refused to a^ree to this 
ban and attempted to <'arry 011 their activities. This utvolred t’BBceful Satyagraha 
and hundreds suffered under it. About the same time or a little later, a religious 
organisation and a communal organisation also started some kind of Sato'agraha. 
In the case of tlie religious orgaiiisatioii Ihc reason wns the banning by the State 
authorities of certain religious ceremonies and forms of worship which are com¬ 
monly practised all over India. It is aBtonisbing tliat the authorities should have 
taken this slop, which strikes at the toot of religious liberty iu India and goes 
counter to the professed principles of every one. It wns natural that this should 
cause resentment. But it wtis unfortunate that Satyagraha should have been start^ 
on this basis at that time. This confused the issue and gave an excuse to the 
State authorities t) put tlte demand for iioliticnl freedom iu the background. After 
careful consideration of nil the ospocls ot the situation, the State Congress was ad¬ 
vised to Busiwnd its Satyagraha so that the )H>IiticaI issue might not be mixed up 
with communal and religious ones. 'Iho State Confess thcreuiton suspended their 
satyagraha. In spite of this, the Hyderabad authorities had not the wisdom or 
the grace to release the Satyitgrahi prisoners or to remove their mttra-ordinary ban 
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on the organisation. Unfortunately the communal and religious Satyagraha 'waa 
continu^ by (he other organisations and the communal aspect of the question be- 
oame intensified and conflicts took place in the distant })arts of India. Ihoso responsi¬ 
ble for it paid little heed to the consequence of their action, nor did they realise 
that a popular movement is an organic growth from below and cannot bo artificially 
impo^ from above. As a result of this, the ^lolitical movement for freedom has 
received a setback and the communal issue dominates the sttene. 

In Kashmir also, the civil disobedience campmgn was suspended last year to 
give a chance to (he State authorities to retrace their steps and remedy some of the 
evils they had done. But they lack wisdom and grace also and in spite of this 
suspension, hundreds of civil disobedience prisoners, including the leader of tiio 
movement, Bbaikh Mohammad Abdullah, continued in prison, and the infamous 
ordinance known as Notification 19-L, as well as the Bodilious Meeting Act of 
191A still functions. 

It is obvious that both in Kashmir and Hyderabad, existing conditions cannot 
be put up with and if the Btale authorities continno to act in the manner they 
have BO ter done, a resumiition of civil disobedience will become inevitable. 

A Gbeat Cause 

None of us wants conflict, but in this dissolving age conflict surrounds ns at 
every step and the world rattles bark to chaos and the rule of brutal violence. 
None of us wants this chaos in India, for that is no prelude to freedom. 

Yet while we recognise tiiat our strength grows, the lorres of disruption 

and disint^ration, of comraunalism and provincialism, of irresponsibility and narrow¬ 
mindedness also grow. We have to remember that British Imperimism, thon^ 
weakening at its centre, is still a formidable opiionent, and freedom will have to M 
purchased hy many a struggle. Neither we nor any one else in tiie world can view 

the future light-heartedly, for the present is full of soitow and disaster, mid the 

immediate future of the world is wra]>|>od in gloom. Yet in ludia there are gleams 
of hope though dai-k clouds assail us. And tiie brightest of these rays comes from 
^e newly awakened (leopie of the States. We, who jircsumo to sbonider the burden 
of their struggle, have a heavy responsibility and it will require all onr courage and 
our wisdom to discharge that faithfully. Strong l<mguaf.'o will not help us ; it is 
often a sign of weakness and a substit-nte for action. It is action that is demanded 
to-day, wise and effective action, which takes us 8|)<!Cdily to our goal, controls tlio 
forces of disrujition, and builds up tbe united Iniba of our dj-cnins. Petty gains 
and advantages may lure us from time to time, but if Uicy come in the way of the 
larger objective they must be rejecteil and swept away. In the c.Ncitcment of tJie 
moment we may feel inclined to forget our principles ; if we surrender to this incli¬ 
nation, we do BO at our peril. Our cause is a great one, so must our means be 
above reproach. We play for high stakes, let us be worthy of tliem. Great causes 
and little men go ill together. 

Constituent Assemhuy op Aur,-I ndia Pboi’i.b 

The freedom of the people of tiie Stales is a big enough thing, yet it is part 
of the larger freedom of Iixlia, and till we gain that larger freedom, it is struggle 
for us. If the Federation is imposed upon us, we shall light it and sweep it away. 
Wherever the Britlsli Power intervenes against the i)eoi>lc in the States, we shall 
have to face it. The time approaches when the final solntion has to come—a Cons¬ 
tituent Assembly of all the Indian )KOple, framing the constilntion of a free and 
democratic India. The States’ Foonlc's Conference has done good w'ork in the past 
but this has only a fraction of the work it might have done, It must turn to 
the efficient organisation of nil its activities, so that it mi^t become a clearing 
honse for ail that pertains to tbe States, and a source of help and inspiration to all 
our comrades in me struggle. It must help in building up Fraja Mandals or 
people’s organisations in the States. It must take care to steer clear of all commu- 
nalism, and it must, above all, remember, end moke others remember, that non¬ 
violence is the basis of this struggle. 

It is OUT great good fortune that in this struggle we have the backing of the 
National Congress and the support of its leaders. Most cheering of all is the 
thought that we have Gandhiji to guide and inspire us. 

BesdnUona—Second Day—Ludhiana—^16tb. February 1039 

Bajkot, Jaipur and Kashmir figured prominently in to-day’s speeches at the 
open session of the Conference whioh, despite a persistent sandstorm, attracted a 
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larger gathering than yesterday. Most of Ae resolutions which emerged from tlie 
Subjects Committee were disposed of to-day, leaving the Hyderabad resolution and 
another on civil liberties for to-morrow’s session. 

Ih-ominent leaders were present, including Dr. Kitchlew and several Punjab 
H. I.. A’s, while among those who moved, and spoke on imiK>rtant resolutions were 
Dr. I’attabhi Sitaiumayya, Mr. Chudgar, Dr. Lohia, Mr. Siiajul Uassan, Mr. 
JaiMji Kilam, and Mr. Saangdar Das. 

Messages, wishing the Conference success, were received from Mr. Shanker 
Bao Deo, Mr. Pursbottamdas Tandou, Mr. S. Salyumurthi, the hon. Mrs. Vijaya 
L^mi Pandit and Srimati Kamaladevi. 

A)>art from a dozttii delegates from Hyderabad (Deccan) who were participating 
in the States' People’s Conference, other Muslim leaders from tlie same State who 
arrived in I.udldana to participate in the proceedings as Hyderabad delegates were 
not allowed by the President to join the deliberations, as they were not Oona fide 
delegates. He, however, permitted them to place their case before tlie Conference 
as indeiiendcnt inembeis. To this, they doclincil to agree and withdrew. 

The Conference congratulated the jieople of Bsjkot “on their struggle and con¬ 
demned the breach by the Thakore Sohob of bis agreement with Bardar Vallabhbiiai 
Patel”. The conference wished success to the ))eople of Rajkot in their attempt 
to achieve Itcsponsiblc Govcriiincnt in the Stale and condemned “the unwarranted 
iatorferenco by the Paramount I’owor in the iuicrnul sfiairs of Slates” and warned 
the Paramount Power of “the grave consequences". 

Two other resolutions, passeil by the Conference, protested against the arrest 
of Manoklal Varma, I.<eader of the Praju Miuidiil in Deoli, by the Mowar police in 
the jni'isdicton of Ajmer-Mcrwara, and against the ban placed on Sctli Jamualal 
Bajaj’s eiit^ into Jaipur and congratulated Seth Junuiulul Bajaj on his viiidicaliou 
“of the civil liberties of the iieople of Jaipur”. 

The resolution on Travancore aflairs, as i>88scd by the Working Committee at 
Delhi, was adopted without any change. 

Proposing th«i Itajkot rcHolutdon, Dr. Pattahhi Sitaramayya drew attention to 
the signihcanco of tlie Kajkot agitation, which was enhanced by the arrest of Srimati 
Kasturibai (iandh% and declared that what was happening in Rajkot to-day would 
happen in some o her State to-morrow. 

Supporting tlie resolution, Mr. Chudgar dem-rilicd the eoui-Re of negotiations 
between Sardar Vallahlibhai Patel and Sir I'alrn^k Cadcll and felt tliot tlie I’aia- 
inount Power was now measuring sivords wilJi Ute Congress indirectly through tJie 
Status fur testing its strength to reject the Federal ion. 

Dr. Lohia pioposcd the Jaipur resolution, wltich, in the modilii'il form, protest¬ 
ed against the lines of administration in the HtiiicH and tlic ban on SeUi Jamnalal 
IJajaj’s entry, appieciaied tlic resolve of the I’raja Mandal for condncling Satyagralm 
till it obtained civil liberty. 

This resolution was udoptal with one dissentient. 

The Confereiice adopted, all standing, a condolence resolution on the death of 
various State workers, including Messrs. Maui Shanker I'vivcdi, General Secretary 
of die All-India States’ People’s Conference, Maiiilal Kothari, a pioneer worker, 
A. V, Patwaidhaii, Provincial Secretary for Maharashtra, and odiers, 

Mr. Birajul Hasnatt dealt with the various grievances of the Kashmir subjects. 
Mr. Jailalji Khilam, supporting the resolntiou oh die subject, explained die nation¬ 
al demands put forward by his National Paity to the Covornmeiit and urged the 
need for resiKMisible (iovernroent to the State. 

The Conference passed a resolution appreciating the political awakening in the 
various States all over Indio and the efibrts of all public workers in those 
States to rouse in the masses a sense of dicir political and economic rights, urged 
those workers to organise constructive work such as khadi, prohibition, communal 
unity and the establishment of mass contact. 

By another i-esohitioii, the Conference congratulated the Raja Saheb of Aundh, 
who recently had introduced Reforms in hit State, and urged the other smaller 
States in the country to follow suit. 

Resolntioiu—Third Day—Ludhiana—17th. February 1989 

The opinion that the Satyagi^a campaign in Hyderabad was inopportune was 
expressed at the Conference, vweb concluded to-day after passing a number of 
resolutions rdatiug to the various States. 
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The resolution on Hyderabad vas adopted, incorporating Mr. Mnnshi Abnied 
Din’s amendment, stating that the Conference was of the opinion that the Satywpaha 
in Hyderabad, started with the object of getting religious disabilities removodj was 
inopportune as it tended to have communal repercussions and gave a pretext to the 
State to suppress the movement for Besponsible Ooverument under cover of 
communalism. 

Speaking on the resolution, Maulvi Mahomed Sayyed and Mr. Govind Bao 
described at length the state of affairs in the Hyderabad State and the efforts of the 
State Congress to bring about reforms in tiie State administration. 

Speakers from seversd States ventilated thmr grievances in the course of dis¬ 
cussion on the omnibus resolution, relating to the Punjab States. The resolution 
deplored the backward conditions prevailing in the Punjab States^ condemned the 
“repression” there and the restrictions imposed on the people’s activities and appealed 
to the people to organise themselves for the vindication of their rights. The Con¬ 
ference further held that the personnel and terms of reference of the committees 
appointed by the States of Patiala and Eapurtiiala were unsatisfactory and inade¬ 
quate and urged that in order to make the reform schemes acceptable, they should 
be framed by committees having adequate representation from the locu Praja 
Mandals. 

Proposing the resolution on treaties, Mr, Chudgar quoted from a number of 
documenta and said that they proved that some of ^em only provided for mutual 
consultation. 

Winding up the proceedings, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru announced the personnel 
of the Standing Committee ana declared that, now that they had the Committee, 
they would be able to carry on their activities with added vigour. He appealed for 
financial assistance so as to make the organisation self-supporting. 
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The Indian Science Congress 

Twentysixth Setsion—Lahore~2nd. January 1939 

Presidential Address 

The twentysixth session of the Indian Science Oongress met at Lahore 
on tho 2nd. January 1989 under the presidentship of Dr. J. G, GItoah of Dacca. 
In the (ioiirse of his address, I’rof. Ghosh said: 

“Eleven years ago, Professor Simonson was called to this office, and in the course 
of his address, he suggested tliut the chemists of India should study more intensively 
the wealth of natural materials that lay at their doors, and devote less time to 
tho study of problems of only theoretical interest. In tho decade that has pass^ 
since Professor Bimonson made this elotincnt appeal, the organic chemists of India 
have made many imirortant cxmtrihutions to our knowledge in this Hold.” 

After referring to the work of Indian scientists in various branches of 
chemistry. Prof. Ghosli proceeded :— 

“I must confess that the section of physics and mathematics has to its credit 
more far-reaching discoveries than tlie section of chemistry. I need only mention 
the llaman Effect, tlie Saha tlieory of thcnnal ionirjition in stellar systems and 
the Hose Statistics. I should like to stress here one great obstacle to progress, 
which tlie chemists of India have not yet been able to remove. Chemists are apt 
to describe tlicmsclves as the most painstakhig of all animals—not oven the ass 
excepted. It is more true of their science than that of any other, that innumerable 
cxtieriincnts must be performed, innumernble fai-U observed, catalogued, correlated 
and classified befortf an imiiortant generaikation can be made or the stnicturc of 
a new conception of the phenomenal world can be raised. But life is short and 
scicuco is long. Hence it is, that wo find that outstuiiding discoveries in chemistry 
have in recent years been made in laboratories, where inspiring leadership has 
been associated with large-scale team work. 'Dio paper on the synthesis and 
constitniion of vitamin C appeared from tlio Birmingham laboratories under the 
joint authorship of a team of seven workers. Such team-work is, however, yet 
com|>araiivoly unknown in Iiidia. It is to be deplored that the idea of close 
co-operation among the sciontifte workers has not taken a firm root in the Indian 
soil. Is it due to the fact, that the traditional religious atmosphere of India 
teaches a child to bo self-centred, to be complete within himself and to work out 
his own salvation, unmded and in isolation ? 

“Then again, I am told, that a tradition has grown up in some institutions, 
that the senior member of tlie staff is given credit for senior authorship in a 
joint publication, inde|)eaderit of any considcnition of tho share he may have 
in the planning and execution of tho work. This, if true, is unfortunate, for 
the highest spirit of co-operatioii, loyalty and devotion can only be evoked in an 
atmosplicre of impartial justice and deepest sympathy and gootlwill. Notwithstanding 
l^cse handicaps, there are \)ointeis to Uie road of success. In the pidmy days 
when Sir C. V. Bamnn was I'rofessor in Calcutta one could easily feel that in 
his laboritory, the researcher had become forgetful of self and mindful only of 
the work nhiaid. One also notes with pleasure tlie observation of Sir John Bussel 
that I’rofessor Mukherjoe is fortunate in having secureii tlie help of a band of 
skilled and devoted workers in his researches on soil colloids. Any casual reader 
of Indian publications in chemistry will not foil to see that work of finn aidnrflMf, 
value has been done during the last decade. He will observe, however, that it is 
tiie individual enterprise in reewreh, rather than a magnificent team work to solve 
a fundamental problem, which has been up till now, the keynote of our activities. 
But for greater efforts and higher achievements we riiould all endeavonr to 
inaugurate an era of co-operation in all our endeavours. 

“Within the precincts of this university, it is not necessary that I should 
have to make a special pleading for the theses that scientific Liowledgo and 
industrial activities shonld be co-ordinated or that our academic laboratories should 
not be divorced from practical affairs. Wo have here a flourishing Honours Schml 
of technical chemistry; and tbg genius of Professor Bhatnagar has provided a 
bn^e of communicatioa between scientists and industrialists. Nowhere is the 
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bcneficini ciTcctf) of ooiitact between tinivcreitice and industry better exemplified 
than in the programme of researches on oil technology, now carried out under 
the suiierviaion of I’rofessor lihatuagar, with the aid of fmitls provided by Messrs. 
Steel Brothers. In pre-war (lays, such close intimacy existed in Germany alone 
with the result that she rapidly outBtripp«l her rivals in industrial enterprise. But 
a new epoch of iudustriul researcli in Europe and America has begun with the 
end of the Great War. last year in the Presidential Address of Lord Rutherford 
we ha<l a verv clear exposition of the extensive activities of the Department of 
Kcicntiftc and industrial Research in Groat Britain. He stated with evident 
satisfaction that this bold cxjicriment in the co-operative organisation of research, 
which is unique in tlic world, htul undoubtedly proved a great success. 

“The Government of India have, in recent years, done a good deal in 

promoting researches relating to plant industries. The Royal Commission on 

Agriculture has anhntly looked forward to a slate of aflairs in which the 
universities will uor, only initiate agrieultural research but will al^ undertake 
schemes of research, the importance of which is brought to tlicir notice by tlie 
departments of agriculture. This end has been shiadily kept in view by the 

Imiierial Council of Agricultural Research. We have already referred to the 

researches of Professors Dhar and Mukherico. With the aid of funds provided by 
this council, long-range schemes of research are in progress in the statistical 
laboratory of I'rofessor Malialanobis at Calcutta, in the chemical laboratories at 
Dacca, and in the liotanical lahoratoiics of Agra, Madras and Benares. The 
cotton tcuhnologicul lalioratory at Bombay, the lustitute of Cotton Breeding _ at 
Indore, the Imperial Lnstitiitc of Sugar Technology at Cawn))ore, the cane breeding 
station at Coimbatore, the jute technological laboratory at Calcutta and the 
agricultural research laboratory for into at Dacca arc notable examples of the 
solicitude of the Central Government tor meeting the research rci|nircmentB of 
valuable money ctojis. Uescarihes on foiest iirodnets have been organised in 
Forest llcscatch Institute at Debra Dun and the Lac Researcli Institute at Ranchi. 
The work that is being done in these institutions has gone far to refute the 
allegation that Indian chemists arc doing little to help industry. Take, for instance, 
the lac industry. Researches are in progress under Dr. 11. K. Ben, relating: (a) 
to better methods of washing stic.k-lae to produce high grwle seed-lac, (b) separation 
of pure lac resiu from ordinary shellai'. (e) bleaching of lac, (d) recovery of refuse 
lac, and (o) produci.ion of moulded articles for electrical industry and household 
use. With synthetic resins, like bakclite, having entered the field, it is certua 
that severe competition is ahead But now tlmt si^iencc has been linked to this 
industry, we may hope with greater confidence, that the lac industry of Chota 
Nagjuir will not meet witli the same fate as the indigo cultivation of Bihar. 

“At Dclira Dun, tlio ‘Ascu’ iirocoss of Mr. Kamesam which fixes arsenic and 
copper in wood through the agency of chromium salts has given rise to a wood 
preservation industry! The researches of Dr. B. Krishna on Ephedra have helped 
Baluchistan in organizing the trade in this drug. Of particular _ interest is the 
work that is now being (lone there on vegetable tallows. The iihysical and chemical 
properties of mowra tallow and sal butter have been studied, aud they are 
recommended as admirably suited for yarn sizing. It is estimated that about 
400,000 maunds of these tallows can be put in the market; and owing to (heir 
cheaper cost of produc'ion, they are cxjsccled to displace animal tallows for various 
industrial purposes, b'or should wo forget to mention tliat rescorches conducted 
on proper utilization of such forest ptwlucts as bamlioo and grass, have resulted 
in the establishment of several paper factories ; mid tlio time is not far off when the 
country will bo producing enough pulp from these raw materials to meet the 
overgrowing demand for paper. Dr. Cliaudliury and co-workers at Dacca 
have made extensive studies on the proi>crtie8 of the_ jute fibre. They have 
found that colour can be improved considerably by the action of clilorinc peroxide, 
the tensile strength and resisUiice against rot by the action of formaldehyde, that 
jute nitrocellulose can be made as stable as cotton nitrocellulose, and that owing to 
its lower viscosity and high soliiliility, it would bo more useful for the lacquer 
industry. It has heen found that the jute plmit does not ret in tanks of galvaniKed 
iron, and Dr. BarW, in his recent review of jute industo^ in India, Has drawn 
pointed attention lo this observation, os indicating the iwssibility of controlled ret¬ 
ting in central stations for the jiroduction of higli grade fibres. 

“I have dwelt in some detail on these researches on money crops which have 
lecdved generous assistance from public funds, in accordance with the recommend- 
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ation of die Asricnltural Commission, with a view to bringing out in bolder relief 
the cold indifference with which the recommendations of the Indian Industrial 
Commission have been received by the Central Government. Much was excepted of 
the policy laid down by the Government of India in 1015, under the stress of war, 
that India would consider herself entitled to demand tlie utmost help which 
her Government could afford to enable her to make her proper place in 
the world as a manufacturing country. But these lessons of the war were 
soon forgotten, and all that has been mibieved is the setting up of an 
Industrial Research Bureau, controlling with the aid of an Advisory Com* 
mittee, a small research laboratotw attached to the Test House at Aliporo. The 
report of this Bureau for 1937-38 is a miserable document compared with the 
corresponding TeiX)rt of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Bescareh. I should 
not be misunderstood. I have no complaint against the personnel, but only 
against the stepmotherly treatment melM out to industrial research in the 
country. 

“Nor should we forget tlmt many great leaders of public opinion have been 
so impressed by the evils of die modern eapilalistio world that they have not 
hesitated to declare tliat the introduction into India of the scientific and technical 
methods of the west should be resisted ; that it is no business of government to 
subsidise higher scientido research; those who employ scientific . men or exploit 
their resear<mes should nay fur their traiiung and provide them with facilities for 
work. The forces of public opinion and of Government rarely join hands in this 
country, but men of science found to their dismay, that this miracle was going 
to happen in this instance. It was fctircd that human society in India would in 
the end crystallise into a community of artisans and peosaiils. It is therefore with 
great relief and thanksgiving that we welcome the resolntion ])asscd at the con¬ 
ference of the provincial Ministers of Industries recently held at Delhi that the 
problems of imvorty and unemployment, of national defence and economic Tcgcucra- 
tion in general, cannot be solved without industrialisation; and as a step to such 
industrittlisation, a national planning committee should be set np wniclt will 
formulate comprehensive schemes for the development of industries in India. 

“As an iiidisjiensable adjunct to this pliuming commission there should be 
set up an All-India Conucil of Beieutifle and Industrial Rcscanb with functions 
and powers similar to those antnistcd to the Doportmeut of Bcicntific and Industrial 
Research in Great Britain. In India, however, men and things get, so easily and 
without (Questioning, under official control that it would bo apt to quote hero 
the following observations of Ix)rd Rutherford:—Tn Great Britain the responsi¬ 
bility lor planning the programme of research even when the cost is directly 
borne by the Government rests witli research councils and committees who are 
not themselves State servants, but distiugnished roprcscntiiUveB of pure science 
and industry. It is to bo hoped (hat if any coraparnblo organisation were set 
up in India, there will be a proper representation of scientific men from the uiiivci- 
sities and also of the industries concerned’. 

“Indeed for any one who has followed the recent hajqienings in this world, 
with any attention, this industrial planning for India would seem to be long 
overdue. Now, more than ever, a planning on all fronts would seem an urgent 
and immediate necessity. The lesson of tlic crumbling empires, and the rapid 
rise of conntrics organised in deadly earnest is patent to all but the oblivious 
utopian. If an industrial and (irogrcssivo India appeared a desirable necessity 
in 1915, how much more urgent and imperative would snoJi a tusk of consolida¬ 
tion of her intellectual and material resources api'car to all in 19:!8. But we 
Orientals often forget realities, in our scarcli for the ideal; with the furious 
tempo of development and coiisoUdaiion all round, the least delay, however, in 
this urgent task may prove fatal and irreparable in the cud. Already we are 
rQ;rettably late in putting forth our best efforts in this direction,—but now tliat 
events have rudely awakened ns to tlie danc;ors that our slackness exposes us to, 
we should try to make up for lost time by nweed marches in tlio path of progress, 
and by a resolute determination to pool all our material and intellectual resources 
to solve our own problems. It is obvious that sudi a tremendous task cannot be 
acldevod by isolated efforts of industrialists, and by private enterprise. The utm^sit 
co-op^tion of the individipil witli the Btates will nc necessary if real success is 
to be achieved. 

“The stutrendous task need not make ns despair. Tlie very creditable per- 
fonuancea of her sons in the different spheres of scientific and intellectual activi^ 
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have amnly demonstrated that with i)ro}>er guidance and plan. India is quite 
capable ot solving her own problems, and of maintaining her position and ideal 
with dignity and prestige. What is only wanted is prndmice and foresight, 
liberal slatesmansliip, resolute co-oiwraiion and ellieieiit leadership. 

“The universities of India have a great resiwnsibility to discharge at this 
juncture, If the process of indnstrialisaliou is going to be a forced march in 
this country it will not do for tliem to take uj> an attitude of laisaez faire.^ The 
forces of nature aie tlie enduring wwilth of mankind, but for tho_ solution of 
India’s economic i roblems and tlie prost>crity of her 3ti) inillions, it is necessary 
that brilliant young men sltoiild be trained nj) in ever-increasing numbers, who 
are capable of tapping these sources of wealth. Ihe modem young student of 
science must realise (hat while fundamental theoretical work must continue to be 
the basis ot all sciuntiiie advance, his subject would lose much of its importance, 
if this training did not fit liiin for tackling large-scale problems which arise in 
industries. Bimult aucously with the development of industries, there _ arises^ in 
every country a great demond for a wcli-lraiiied personnel to man these industries. 
Prof, Philips recently estimated that 12,000 graduates in chemistry are employed 
in industrial pursuits in England. Lord Ruihorford^ even complained that the 
demand in England for well-trained researchers in physics had outrun the supply. 
Dr. Uamur, assistant Director of the Mellon Tiistituto for Industrial Research, nu 
estimate that in ]t)37, America spent alioiit ItXJ million dollars in scientific and 
industrial research; and though tlie cxpeiiditnro is high, the results have more 
than fulfilled cxjioctations, even if for a time, some of them may be kept secret. 
Such a consumraation may be long in coming to India, but every ciTort should 
be maxlo to pro|)aro the ground in advance. A very good example of what the 
Indian universities can do in this direction has been shown by Bombay, where 
under the insjiirinti lcadcrski|> of Mr. Ohandarvarkar and tlio able guidance of 
Dr. Forster, an Institute of 'Pcxtilo Cliemistry and Chemical Engineering has been 
established, wldch in c<iuipracut has few equals. Already successful students have 
BO proved their worth, that, 1 am told, there is an advance booking from the 
miiiowuer} for the pro lucts of this insutntiun. 

'Tt is a welcome sign of the times that the Indian industrialists are not all 
blind to the value of research as a means of improving production, and in conse¬ 
quence, of iucroasl'ig tlie demand. The Tate Iron and Steel Works have led the 
way by the foundation of a magnificent laboratory at .Jamshedpur for the study of 
alloys of iron and steel. The Lala Brirara Trust contemplates eBtablisbing soon at 
Delhi an Tnstiliite on the moilel of the Mellon Institute of America. The Lnxmiiiara- 
yan Bequest at Nag]uir may soon liegin to yield the beneficial results which the 
donor so ardently cherished. But wiicn one recalls Umt most of the industries in 
India are now sheltered by a tariff wall—call it _ revenue tariff or protective 
tariff os you like,--and that a sulistontial part of the income of the Indian business 
magnates accrues to thorn because of this tariff, one bos a right to expect^ a much 
wilier recognition on their part of the need for co-operation between science and 
industry, and a greater reailiuess to endow industrial research with a view to 
cheapening production. Such research is coiisidcrod, in all enlightened ooantrics, 
as an insurance waiiist the dark days; and to-day when the world seems so 
much out of joint, the (ailightcncd industriaiistB should do well to consider themse¬ 
lves only as servaiKS of society—csseulially moral beings whose main dividends are 
the benefits, which they confer by providing employment, and by manufacturing 
commodities essential uir the national well-being. 

“But the world will not be set right if lliis change in outlook were confined 
to one class of men only. Every intelligent mait and woman have now got to 
ponder dcejily over the problem that the scientific search for trnth has not assured 
the advance of civilisation. Inventions intended to relievo toil, and to control the 
forces of nature, wliich shonld have given to nil a fuller and more satisfying life, 
have been prevented into forging iiistrumcnts of destruction. The paradox of 
poverty amidst plenty mocks us in tlio face. In one part of the world wheat 
and cotton are bcin^ burnt and milk thrown into streams, while in another part 
half-naked people are starving. It is not diilicult to got at the root of this evil. 
In respect of scientific knowl^ge and its applications to the problems of the Ufa 
each gcueriitioa stands on the shoulders ot the preceding one, but in respect of 
social, cultural and sinritural qualities, no comparable development is notice- 
alile—perhaps there nas been a rotri^ression since the days of Asoka and 
Christ. Modern scienise has indeed become a menace to civilisation, because 
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we have rcfuHod to work for nocial iustiee, becanse the iiitercots of indivi- 

duals and communities have not been aubordiuate<l to those of the country, and 
because considerntions of )iatriotism and the preiiidiccs of race, creed and colour, 
hare been allowed to override the wider cousiderations of humanity. Thereupon 
lies the tragedy of the motlcrn world—the tragedy Uiat wo witness in tlie darning 
cities of Spain and China, in the mountain homes of Abyssinia, and in the con¬ 
centrated hatred in the armed camps of Europe. 

“It is not enough that mankind should bo provided with tools of progess. It 

is a miKsh bigger task to teach tliem how to use these tools. Men of science can¬ 

not escape moral resiKinsibitity even for the evil fruits of their labours.’ The chaos 
of modern world is calling out to every man of goodwill and understainiing to join in 
a educative effort, with a view to making tlie minds of men more flexible and 
adoptable, with a view to removing those narrow prejudices which are choking the 
paths of progress. These prcjmlices’ did not matter muc,h in olden days, when com¬ 
munications were (lifHcult""in fact, they were horn because of such inaccessibility. 
But to-day when increasing rapidity of communications is causing the world to 
shrink with a disconcerting rapidity, these prejudices spell disaster for mauldnd. We, 
on this occasion, therefore welcome the efforts of the British Association and the 
American Association for the advancement of Bcience to mobilise the moral forces 
of the world for promoting better relations between men and nations, and we offer 
them our willing co-operation.” 


The Inter-Universities Conference 

4th. Qttmqueonial SeMion—Bombay—Itt. to 3rd. March 1939 

Inaugurating the Ith. Quinquennial session of the Inter-Universities Conference 
at Bombay on the tst Mareb 1939 His Excellency Hir Roger Lumley, (Governor 
of Bombay emphasised “the iminirtant and decisive part” which Indian Universities 
would have to play at this “most interesting and vital (leriod of Indian history.” 

llie rapid development of University edneatiou in India in the last quarter 
of a century, said His Excellency, had created many problems and the world-shak¬ 
ing events m the same ixtriod had made those prul)lcms more diincult and compli¬ 
cated. There was, therefore, to-day greater need U»an ever for clear thinking and 
for calm and cool courage iu the direction of University i>olicy, if what was best 
ill the public aspirations of the present age and of tbo coming generation was 
to be realised. 

Dealing with the function of the University, the Governor expressed the opinion 
that it should primarily bo a school of character, from which bonelUs flowed freely 
to the community and to the world at larfre. With such a leavening of character, 
the knowledge and tlie learning which a University existed to disseminate, achieved 
their liest ami fullest puriKiso. “In these changing cenditions”, continued His 
Excellency, ‘‘lot us be sore what a University should bo and for what it should 
exist. It must, I would say, remain a seat of learning and culture, a centre for 
co-ordinating knowledge and the results of louruing in its broadest sense.” 

Continuing, His K.KCcllcncy said that the University was a bulwark that pre¬ 
served what had been done ami sought to adapt easily ami without too much 
violence, what was must beuciicial in the d(x;triiies that came from the world of 
action. “The modern world, whether or not it csca|>cs the more violent catastrophes, 
has to face continuously the no less formidable threat of the speed and bustle and 
helplessness of life AH the more essential, therefore, to guard Universities as re¬ 
fugees of broad and imlcpcndent thought”. His Excellency added. 

Bearing the above in mind, he would empliasisc the dangers of parochialism 
in any future University development or the eiicouragcmcnt of ]mrely local interest, 
where that was likely to interfere willi a liruader and more generous ideal of the 
cultural importance of scholarship and learning. The Governor reiterated his lielief 
that the University must remain as it is iu all free countries, the seat where free¬ 
dom of thought and freedom of speech were eutliroiicd. 
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Concluding;, Hia Excellency referred to the rapid progreas in the education of 
the masses whi<;h was likely to result from the i)olicy now earnestly pursued by 
many Provincial Governments and thoui;ht that under these circumstances, a de- 
roand for the chcaponlnK of Dniversity cdncAtioit and the closer association of the 
Universities with commendal and industrial world wonlil arise, lie believed him¬ 
self that the University’s aim should Iw first and foremost, never to sacrifice 
scholarship to the exigencies of tlie commercial and industrial world. “The need 
to preserve the standard of University ile^ecs and to increase tlic contribution 
which the UniTcrsitics can make to scientific research and discovery seems to me, 
a consideration of the first importance.” 

Resolutions 

Several resolutions were passed at the last day of the Conference, on the 8rd. 
Horeh 1989. It was resolved that the medium of instruction at the difierent stages of 
education upto and including the D^ree course, as far os possible, be the mother- 
tongue of the student: but where tins was not )>os8iblc, owing to the existence of 
different mother-tongues in the same school or for other spn-ial reasons, the medium 
of instruction should be English or any other mu<lern Indian language. The litera¬ 
ture of the respective Indian languages should bo sui ably enriched. Instruction 
and work in all research institutions should be in English, except where modern 
Indian languon-es had been used for a B|)ccial pur]> 08 c. 

Another resolution allowed specLal subjects of study suitable for women as an 
alternative at the Intermediate and Degree stages, provided they did not cover 
more than one thinl of the course; and that each University should have on ad¬ 
visory body for women’s cdiicntion. 

Military science and training as optional subjects for the Degree course was 
thought drairablo; the confemics rcqnesUxl the Government of India to provide 
neater facilities for such military training by offering the services of Military 
Oilicers for tht- U. T. 0., which should be extended to colleges and Universities. 

It was further resolve<l that I). (Join. Degrees should bo reeogniscil as one of 
the qualifications for the II. L. and IJ.. B. course in Indian Universities as wdl 
as for L. T., M. T. or 11. Ed. courses. 

It was re.'ominended that political si-iciice should be given greater importance 
in the I. G. S. examination and should lie given a place in com)ictitivo examina¬ 
tions for the Accountants, Police and Customs services. 

The conference considered the aucstion of the iiarity of University examination 
to facilitate the migration of pupils from one University to .'iiiothcr. It was 
resolved that, as the Wardha scheme ha<l not so far taken a definite and final 
sliape, it was not possible to inonoimce an opinion as to how it sliould bo 
correlated to Tiniversity courses of stinly. 

To make the tcclinology courses a success, there should be planned schemes 
of economic development and the Universities should eslablish close contacts with 
the commercial and industrial organisations in this country. 

It was resolved that it bo represented to the Government of India that 
recruitment to the Indian Medical i^nviee should be only by com])«tilive test and 
Indian Medical ilcgrees should be given tlie same status and rci^ugnition as degrees 
of British Universities. 


The S. I. Adult Education Conference 

Annual Session—Madras—12tb. to 14th. January 1938 

The Welcome Address 

The South Indian Adult Education Conferonco commenced its session on the 
tath. January 1989 nt the University Examination Ifall, Triplloane, Mailras. Mr, AT. 
JHajagopalan, Dejiuty Mayor of the Madras Corporation, prcsideil. 

Dewan Balmdur 8. E. Runyanadham, Vice-Chancellor of the University, in 
welcoming the delegates on behalf of the University, said Adult Education in 
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Western cimn tries was largely concernc<l with the provision of educational 
facilities through extension lectures and tutorial classes for literate adulte who had 
not gone through a regular course of University study, in order to enable them to 
improve themselves either professiuaally or culturally. lu India, however, where 
over 90 per cent of the population was illiterate, the conception of adult education 
must necessarily be wider and cover a more vaviwl programme than that followed 
in the West. “My own view” Mr. Rnnganathiim sail}, “is that the liquidation of 
adult illiteracy should occupy a very prominent idacc in any programme of adult 
education in India. Literacy, it is true, is not education, but it is a means to an 
evercontinuing iirocess of self-education and would jirovidc a sound foundation for 
the success of all our schemes of rural reconstruction. I was much imiiresscd with 
the methods of teaching ailult illiterates advocated by Dr. Laubach, who has achieved 
remarkable results in his literacy work in the Vhilippines. Home such simple and 
effective method of teaching adults to read and write has to be devised if we are to 
achieve any large measure of success in the near future. Buccessful experiments 
have been made by some in regard to the teaching of Tamil, and I would appeal to 
teachers and others to carry oti further research in this direction. But in addition 
to some easy mctliod of teaching iliiteratcs, the groat need of the hour is a large 
body of voluntary helpers. The uemi for adult education has long existed in our 
country, but it is only now that it is seen to constitute an urgent and pressing 
apjical. The next step is for groups of persons kindlod by desire fur service, to 
respond to the call and embark on this great social effort . 

“I would therefore urge the formation in our schools and colleges of Associa¬ 
tions of students and teachers who are imbued with the desire to undertake the 
work of adult literacy. In iirliaii areas, the work could bo started at once among 
labourers and industrial workers. Night schools or schools during the holidays may 
be started in which the members of the Assoeiatiun may undertake to teach adult 
illiterates. Bhort courses of lectures on subjects of general interest could also be 
given from time to time. 

"In rural areas, it would be necessary to arrange for excursions during holidays 
for establishing educational or social centres for the nencllt of the villager. 

“Adult edneatioiiat work in India, must necessarily be many-sided, and in rural 
areas, particularly, it should embrace all aspects of the life and work of the villagers. 
It should offer not only opportunities lor goucrnl culture, but aim also at improving 
the praetical olHciency of the village worker. There is need therefore for co-ordina¬ 
ting the work of all welfare associations and agencies which have for their object 
the uplift of the masses. In this great task of assisting in the spread of literacy 
among adults and in stimulating and organising e<lncational anil social work for 
the benefit of the rural and urban masses, there is room for amateur efforts in social 
service as well as for work by trained cxjiorts. The University would bo willing to 
co-operate Imtli with Government aud with other voluntary organisations in tliis 
national effort to improve the well-being of the common man. It has already issued 
an appeal to the yollogcs to form social service leagues of teachers and students for 
the purpose of liquidating adult illiteracy in their immediato neighbourhootl. It 
would bo glad to institute vocation lectures in approved adult literacy methods for 
the benefit of stuilenta and teachers. 

“It would also bo prcjHvred, in coiisnitallon with Government, to institute a course 
of social study and training for those who wish to equip themselves for welfare 
work among the masses. It would be willing, I am sure, to encourage schemes for 
the production of suitable literature for new literates and for the expansion of the 
libraiV movemeiit in rural areas. 

"This Conference will, I am glad to find, discuss many important aspects of 
the problem of adult cilucation. In such a wide and many-sided movement as that 
of adult eilucation, it is necessary that wo should bo clear in regard to our aims, 
and the methods to be adopted to suit our varying pniqioses. It is also necessary to 
have suitable organisations for carrying out the work and a certain measure of 
financial support. But more important than all these is an ardent spirit of service 
in all those wno will engage in this great work. A real missionary zeal is necessary 
if the Adult Education movement is to spread and meet with a largo measure of 
BuiM^ess. I hope our educated young men and women will rcsiiond to this call for 
natiouM seniec. Mass ciiiieation is the greatest and most urgent need in onr coun¬ 
try to-day. Adult education is the chief means by which wo can raise the social, 
moral and intellectual level of the mosses, improve national cliiciency and buUd up 
citizenship. I may be permitted to point out to our young men that in responding 
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to tlUs call, the bnneftt will not all 1)o on the side of their less fortunate brethren. 
No man can truly fulfil his eiliaenship without a knowledi'e of other men and 
their conditions gained by personal contacts with them. Adult Education work will 
bring tliem into such living contiu-.t with thdr under-privileged brethren, that they 
will gain in citizenship as much as tlicy give in service to others. I wish this 
Conference all success.” 

The Inangnral Address 

Dr. Ocorge S. Arundale, President of the Theosophioal Society, in the eonrse 
of his inaugural laldiTss, said that ailult edneatiou was of the first importance to the 
progress of the country. One of the fundamentals of adult education was that they 
must go to the js-ople and take them in the conditions in which tliey lived and try 
to help to live happier and more prosjierous lives. If tliis was done, it did not 
matter what kind of iiducatioii they imparted from the stand|ioiiit of actual literacy. 
There was a feeling that the three It’s, reading, writing and acithraetic, were the 
essential ingrediieits of a real system of education, h'or his own part, bo had not 
that tremendous fuitli in these. He felt Uiat the spirit of service was the first 
iugretiiont of a true national system uf edii(;ation. The iixtulcution of the spirit 
of simplicity in life was the so>-und ingredient. If they could stimulate these two 
principles in thrir etlucnlional institutions, then the spirit of learning would come 
and the students would be able to di) constructive work. 

Dr. Arnndule, proceeding, said that he very much appreciated the remarks of 
the Vice-Ohnnccllur that students of sc^hools and colleges should be behind such 
work. “I feel,” ho said, “that in every school, part of the curriculum should be to 
inculcate tJiis spirit of service so that tlic students may learn to become good 
citizens and have a sense of responsibility to Uioso round him. Whatever we do, we 
must do for service, 1 always feet irritated when some of onr great educationists 
tell us that knowledge must be actpiirod for the sake of knowledge. I entirely deny 
that. 1 believe that knowledge must be acquired fur tho sake of se,rvice. Knowledge 

is only a means to an end and not an cml in itself. I would like to sec very 

much that tho n-bolo system was entirely remodelled, so that while from one point 
of view we may stress a happy and cliiciciit individuality and from the other stress 
the urgent need of good citizenshi]). 

“It is a good tidng to have si hcraes of e<lncation like the Wardha Scheme, 

but it is better tiling”. Dr. Arundalo proceedwl, “to have movements in 

education. I sliould like to see the Ooveniincnt nut hesitate to do things that 
Governments generally do not ilo. 1 want tlie (Jovernment to lead move¬ 
ments of students and teachers uiul of those interested, to spread tlio know¬ 
ledge they have. I think, the lion. Mr. Yorkey, our now Education Minister, 
iniglit well become an ajiosUc hero in Madras of a great movement to lift up tho 
liojuilation to a liigher status. Tho Government should lend, and tlic Government 
should insiiire. It is not cnuiigli ior a Guvcrnmciit to be merely eflicicnt, pass 
Acts and perform ('rdiiiary functions. AVe must strike out in this country a new 
spirit in Goverument, a sinrit whereby every Minister is far less an official and far 
morn a non-ofiiiinl and gather round liim those who are substantially helping the 
peoi'le to live more happily and lead more prosperous lives. Door people must 
feel Uint we arc thinking of them and tlmt wc are jdacing at their disixisal the 
knowledge that wc liavc. 

“I should dko (o liavo a naliomd Htmlents’ Service Crops and to make that 
corps re8iion.'‘iblo for lulult education tliroiighont the ]irovin<;c. It could be done. 
The (pieslion is whclhor wo feel tlmt it is respcciable for us to have enthusiasm to 
do it. l’eo|ilc are afraid of entliioiasm, of cinolions and of feelings. There is no 
education of emotions as fur as I know at the present day in India. A movement 
like this really (lcvelo)iB the emotions and hHilings and ciitluisiasm. Wc can have 
heart to heart lacetings with tlic masses.” 

The rroslitoiittal Address 

Mr. N. lit'Jagopalan tiien delivered his presidential address. Ifo said Uiat 
nearly 1:6 pcrceit of the l ojuilation in liulia was illiterate. Tho chief contributory 
cause was the lailurc to have lui cftbi;tivc system of elementary education. Even 
the elementary education (Jiat was now given was not satisfactory ns it was not 
carried to the iiid of the Bth sliindard. 

The problem of adult education was how to help the adult to get over his de¬ 
jection, and to create in him nii interest in life. No.\t, there was the question of 
giving him such an education as would iudnee him to provide bimseU with the 
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amentioB of life. In tho pro<;rammo that might be considered should be included 
the establisiiment of adult cliisscs on a nation-wide scale, tlio expansion of elemen¬ 
tary ediioation up to the 8th standaril, the training of what might be called an 
“Adult Eilueation Board" to co-ordinate work done in the province and the pro¬ 
vision of suitable text-books. 

The President, proceeding, s<aid that adult schools must be established all over 
the country and it should be tho aim within their influence. The classes could bo 
held in the evenings. He pleaded for s|ieci.al provision for the tardy or the defective 
adults. The question of ac(;oinmodation was nut a serious one. The existing school 
buildings could be utilised for teaching the adults. No serious objection would be 
raised so long as it would not interfere with ri^ular working of tlie schools. School 
buildings could also be used for meetings of the local improvement leagues, parents’ 
associations, civic welfare associatioua and debating societies. There should also be 
a movement to make these school buildings available as a social centre for the 
locality iii which they were situated. Ilio President said that local bodies and muni¬ 
cipalities could help a ^rcat deal in tliis work. They were agents of ^e State and 
they should devote considerable attention to this problem. 

In conclusion, tho President said that though there were many defects in the 
present-day education, they had nnule gnsit strides. They had men and women at 
present able to ttiekie the i>roblcm of education, men and women who h^ special 
training and who could «lcal with it effectively. “'Fho adult Plication movement 
needs die best tnai-hiuery”, he said, “(hat can be found, the best tools that can be 
discovered -and the best tool that tho world has ever yet produced is a specially 
trained human brain". Mr. Rajagopalan hoiked tlmt as a result of (he Conference, 
definite measures would be formulated for the early attainment of their ideal. 

Resolntiona—Second Day—Madras—14th. January 1980 

The Conference adopted several resolutions touching the work ahead. The 
Coufereuce asked the Government to “so amend the Madras Elementary Education 
Act as to bring within its ambit the cilncatioa of illiterate adults” and to “so 
amend tlie Madras Factories Act as to make provision therein for imparting 
education to adults, the employer being called U])ou to bear his fharo of tho 
expenditure". Tho coitfcrcnco also asked the Government to direct their village and 
district oflicers to afford every fiuility in thdr power to those who were 
engaged in adult education work, and to authorise District Boards, municipalities 
and panchayats for the spread of adult education. 

The Conference “issued a challcngo to ove^ literate man and woman in India 
to make two people literate lii tho great ciitcrpriso of making this great land fully 
literate”. 

By other resolutions, the Conference asked loc^al bodies to take suitable steps 
to further tho cause of adult education both of men and women, and the libraries 
in the country “to take up tho removal of adult illiteracy as an integral part of 
thrir activities”. It asked all lilirary organisations, provincial and others, to collect 
proposals and send them to tho Committee of tho South Indian Adult ^ucation 
Association. 

The Conference asked the Mayor of Madras “to call at an early date a con¬ 
ference of all organisations interested in social work and to take measures in con¬ 
sultation with them to start a literacy camjiaign in the City of Madras.” 

Tho Conference “earnestly requested the Syndicates (of tho UnivOTsities) to 
institute extension boards tliat will uar^ on research on the best methods of 
spreading adult literacy, and prcMliiee suitable literature for adults, to enlist volun¬ 
teers in every collide for adult education service during v.acalions, and to train 
literacy workers, by vacation and extension lectures, on the best methods of teach¬ 
ing illiterates to read”. 

Tho Conference asked the (Jovernment to “encourage the production and pro¬ 
pagation of educational Aims especially in rural areas, by Axing a quota of educa¬ 
tional films in every exhibition”. 



The Madras Prov. Educational G>nference 


Thirteenth Session—Madras—8th. May 1939 

The PresidonUa) Address 

The thiteonth session oE the Madras Provincial Kducstioiial Gouforenoe commen¬ 
ced at Madras on tl\c Sth May 1939 under tiie presidency of Mr. V, P. Adiseshiah, who 
in the course of Ids a<ldress, said that tut ono who has spent over BO years in the 
profession It gave liiiu great joy to be in their midst. During the last 25 years he 
had only handled colhige classes and as such lie had not been in direct touch with 
secondary and ctemeutary education. Hut lie was sure that they were all connected 
together and formed parts of a unitary whole au<l men eiigageil in difierent grades 
of teaching ought to regard one another as culletvgucs in a common enterprise 
ami in tiio building np a nuLiou. 

Eefcrdiig to recent tendencies in the educational outlook, the President smd 
that I'iducation had been a burning topic during the lost two decades. In a 
sense it liad always l>ecu a topic of ticrcniiial interest. But the tendency during 
tlic last 2.} years had been to re-think, restate, tlio implii^ations of sound education, 
to examine, sift aud nualyse the system of education in all its various asfiects 
and stages, and to recast, modify and adjust iu such a way as to meet the social, 
economic, cultni-al and practical needs of the present time. Such a complex, 
harmonious, well-balanced system of education was not easy to achieve at one 
stroke. It must he evolved grmliially in the light of experieuee at tlie result of 
patient thought and strenuous endeavour. That was exactly what had been going 
on for some years. All along there had been a sense of loadeiiuaoy which led to 
such tremeudous changes. Now the emplmsts was placed more on the practical 
and human side. In short, education should lie in close touch with the realities of 
life ami cnvironm<ait. A great deal of constructive and critical thought hod been 
bestowed uiKm the subject resulting iu the evolution of certain methods and scheme 
which might themselves could not bo said to be final. 

‘‘The most recent of sucli methods, the President said, is the Wardha scheme 
and it is an instance in point. It combines, it is claimcii, the salient features of 
the pcvioiis systems in addition to being crnft-centrail, and hence pre-eminently 
practical. Tlie pros aud cons have been critically examined, some extolling it as 
Uu) most satisfactory scheme while others eundcuining it out-right. Among those 
tliat support tlie schemo ardently is the iuiii. the hlducation Minister who has 
written mi informing book about the scheme bringing out its merits. The auUior 
of Uio scheme is tiie first citizen of _ India, a sage^ and a saint who commands 
our unbounded rcicrenee aud admiration and it is quite ]K)ssiblc that our ])sycholo- 
gical attitude may unconsciously regard tliis product of his great mind as almost 
infallible. The seiierae is still to bo tried. Time and experience alone will show 
its real value in liquidating illiteracy and laying the foundation for the choice 
of a proper vocation for the pupils in after life. 

"Among other things underlying Uio conception of the scheme seems to 
be its aim to acJiicvc ci'onomic etiicicucy of the future generations but the most 
recent criticism oi the system is Uial it lays ovcr-cinphasis on crafts and eliminates 
all cultural education. Further it is said liiat it iieglwds Knglisii entirely without 
which for a long time to come wo can ili-alford to live nor carry on our business 
and negotiations. Agtdn too mucli time spent on crufts will result in pupils forgetting 
the three It's when they left tlie school. Moreover, psycliologieally it is regarded 
as an unsound system, because intensive work tit crafts at an em'Iy stage would 
have a deleterious eil'ccr on tlic mental truiuing of tlie pupils. The rcsiilt will 1>& 
it is feared, that at the end of the seven ycais’ course the pupil would be stunted 
mentally and would be lit only to bo a wage sliiva 'I’hiis, the children of the 
poorer classes would sntfer and the riclier classes wouid completely hold them 
m their grip. These arc some of the features Unit are supposed to vitiate the 
scheme completely. The picture is riiUicr overdrawn. Witliout claiming infallibility 
for the scheme it may be tried, and if the result proves unsatisfactory, it may be 
^scarded. This criticism has, at the back of it, communal bias, and communalism 
68 
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ghould not be ftllowed to encroach ii)X)n cilnc^tional sphere. In this sphere at 
least, rve must be free from it. Tho two systemB cited above, and fairly scrutinised 
distuictly mark recent tendencies in the cdncalioii.-il outlook. 

“The question of re-oi't^aiiisation of Becondary Education is on the anvil. 
It is very strongly nrge<l in some quarters that tiiere should be a radical change 
resulting in better co-ordination and less rigidity of examinations. The real defect 
is that tlie system has become out of (bite, and requires to be adjusted and altered 
in collaboration with educational experts.” 

On the subject of co-ediuaiUon, tlic I’rcsident said: It has been carried on 
for more than thirty years in a very limited scale in the lower stages ; but reccntlv, 
it has increased by leaps and bounds csjiec.billy in the University classes. It 
augurs well for the natiou that tlie women of tho country arc taking advantage 
of the opportunities given to them and arc endeavouring to measure up to the 
standard of western women. Indian women should be increasingly educated not 
to compete with men, but to contribute their share to tlie advancement of tlio 
nation so that our country may take her legitimate place its a free nation in the 
world. Women have a very important part to play along with men in the social, 
economic and political life of tlic country. Moreover, an cducale<l and cultured 
motliev’s children have a distinct advant-qro. in their npbiingtng. Women with a 
sound education arc nnqiiestionnidy a social and moral asscc and a potent influence 
for gooil in the domestic life. Under the present circumstances girls may l)c 
educated side by side with boys until Ihcy reach ten years of age and in the 
college classes co-education may go on as at present. 

Dealing with the question of rclationsliip between the (caclicr and tho pupils, 
Mr. Adiscsluoh said : 

“It luts been said that the relationship nowadays between the tcnchcr and 
the pupil is not what it was in the good old (htys. 'J'lic teacher is hcl|dcss when 
ho IS txmfrouted with broaches of discipline and disonlcrly behavionr on tho part 
of the pupils. They say that it is all the manifestation of the Bj)iiit of the times 
8i»d should be dcidt with tactfully and sympathetically, Wc Jiavc been reading 
recently in tlie newspapers about strikes, revolts against school anthorities, picketing, 
staging walk-outs etc. Buroly, sound judgment and critical thought, acquisition 
of solid knowledge, diligent application to studies cauuot flourish in an atmo 8 ])heT 0 
of tension and turmoil. No efforts on the part of the tcnchcr will be adequate in 
putting down such indisc/tplino unless the itarcnts co-operate. Tlie educated 

parents con render a valuablo help in this matter. The pupils are sometimes 
under unhealthy iiilluences and ]iolitical exploitation of the stiidciitry has been 
resjionsiblo in a great measure for this state of indiscipline. Immature minds 

easily fall victims to flattery mid cajolery of tlic irresponsible politicians. The 

teacher’s task becomes extremely difUcult in such a ])light; but ho must rise to 
the demand made on liim by such a siliuitioii ami use liis moral force or soul 
force ill weaning the immature minds to the path of rectitude and dignified 
behaviour. Tho capacity <if the teacher to cope with such a disconcerting 

situation will bo in proportion to the confidence lie is able to infuse in the 
pupils by his gooil work, exemplary conduct and the lov'o and respect he is 
able to command and tho sympatliy ho shows to the logitimato aspirations of his 

n ils. Buch a talented teacher is sure to earn tiic lasting gratitude of his pupils 
of the parents. This implies tliat such a teacher is a eoiiereto embodiment of 
all that is lovely, comely and honourable.” 

University education, the Tresident coiitiiiiml, had undergone tremendous 
oliaiiges during tho last S5 years Iwth in tho curricula of studies and cxtra-cnrricular 
activities. The opjiortiinities aflbrdcil to the slmfciits were as numerous as they were 
valuable, in spite of tlie acute uiionipioynicnt probhuu which had a depressing efl’cet 
on the students and cliillcd tlieir enthusiasm. It was all very well to speak of the 
necessity of pursuing knowledge for its own sjikc. for tlie sake of its intrinsio value; 
plain living and high thinking was a sublime ideal, but tliuy must face hard facts 
ill this work-a-day world, Maxims, however elevating they might lie, could not feed 
and clothe them, and a solution must be found. If it was conceded that in any 
walk of life an educated man was more eftieient than one who was less fortunate, 
more resourceful, more capable of adjusting liimself to a given situation by dint of 
his academio training, then certainly, a university man should be able to cope wiUi 
the realities of life and get on well ; but bo must be given an opportunity and a 
decent start. In this connection wc should say tliat the insistence on tho practical 
bias in bis training at every stage of his education would become perfectly relevant 
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and imiwrativc. Onp of tlie snggeslionB made to allay this grim s^dro of unem¬ 

ployment was that instead of s<<rambltng for tjovoriiinent posts, and bet’orniiig dis¬ 
gruntled when unsuccessful, tlic varsity young men should enter into cnler[)riscB of 
various kinds, nual uplift work, etc,, to keep them busy. It was a well known fact 
that the earning cupacity was rarely iu proimrtioii to the amount of knowledge or 
high degrees and titles, 

“It is a mockery to call upon these amhitioiis young men, he went on to aay, 
who are at the thresliold of life with rosy visions of their future to do hoiiorai'y 

work or set them adrift on society (o take their elmiico in suc-h largo numbers to 

shift for tlietnselves. The Uuiversity anil the Government are endeavouring to devise 
ways and moans co help these young men. There are some private bodies who are 
working towards the same ohjeet ; but nothing very substantial has been done till 
now. or rather their cHbrts hai'c not toiicheil even the fringe of the problem. The 
problem ought to be solvcil and the tense situation eased. Tlic sooner it is done, 
the better. It should be lakon up and inekicd seriously by the Government, business 
firms and other i rivato employing liodies.” 

Dealing with the couditioii of the teachers, Mr. Adiscsliiah said that Uie handi¬ 
caps under which they wore suttering must in sonson and out of season, bo brought 
to Uio notice ol tlio nnthoiities. The 8outli India Teachers’ Union biul bi*en 
engaging itself in examining such questions on the teachers’ security and tenure of 
oliico, flay and prospects and oilier kindrcil questions hut nothing very appreciablo 
had been done to improve their lot. There could be no two opinions on the fact 
that the Grant-in-Ai'l Code should be revised, the grant should be given more 
liberally, and (qiiipmeiit grant should not for any icasoii ho curtailed or stoppeil as 
it was BuggCHicd some months ago Iiy Uie Premier. It might be true that iu Ids 
days, they were getting on fairly well without costly equipment. Now the days 
were diftcrent, llicse were tlio days of tiemcndous improvements in all directions. 
Erliieation Jiad become more realistjc and knowledge was not built upon mere 
inidgiiiatioii. On tlic other hand, it was bascil iiixm the pupil’s living contact with 
concrete elements and <ui\'iroiijiicnts. Jleiieo, the necessity for fairly decent pquip- 
ment which wot Ul lie helpful in making the child’s education and experimentation 
of the scientists really ((inerelc and convincing. 'J'he iiiclnsion of ex]icriencc<l cdu- 
oaliunal expoiicids siiould be insisted on in the jiroposcrl advisory council when it 
was created and in_ Uio preparation of any scliomc to modify tlie present system, and 
tlic educational polii-y ami programme in general. 

In conidiisioii, the I'residont said Uint he was sure tlmt they were iiinucnecd by 
the sublime ideiil of 'NiMtumakurnm,' inicuiiscionsly. lie would ap)ieiil to tlicm to 
make it a conscious and explicit living principle, gnitling, controlling and energising 
their life and work. 


The All-India Students’ Conference 

Fourth Sesaion—Calcutta—1st. & 2nd. January 1939 

The Opening Address 

The Fourth Session of the All-Tiidin Slndcnts’ Conference commonood in 
Calcutta On the 1st. January 19.19. Sj. Harnt Chandra JJose, leader of the Bengal 
Congress Party, in 0 |)eiiiug flic Conference said 

“I have been summoned licrc to oiien this Conference. I do so with tlie 
greatest readiiuss and enthusiasm, hut I am not ashamed to confess that J do it 
feeling all the lime like the fifth wheel of a coach, whose utility is “nil” and decor¬ 
ative value qiiesdoiuible. 

“In my young rhays and even down to more recent times, one President and 
one Chairman of the Rcce]>lioii Coinmitlee were considered evils enough connect^ 
with a Conference. It was ns much ns one could do to rope in one lion to act as 
President. The hunt has certainly not become easier of late. Why tlien dupli¬ 
cate your worries by adding a second figure-head i It may be the introduction of 
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co-cducation haa given you new {lowora of perauaaion, which ore particularly 
effective in extorting “chauth” from peo^ilc who are not given to frittering away 
their bank baloncea in the form of anbscnptiona. But in peace aa in war, tlie defen¬ 
sive soon overtakes the offensive, ao tliat in die end we stand where we always did. 
In fact, from what I have seen and heard, it seems in the l*rcsident-hunt, tlte 
experiences of my young comrades who have organised this Conference have not been 
less exasperating than •tlicy were expected to be. Therefore, my advice to you is 

Always shun and shed uni\eeca8ary apiMindageB. Be simple, bo simpler, and 
be more simple still. Missing and hitting a series of disillusioned oidish celebrities 
and pseudo-celebrities is not as exhilarating a game ns missing and hitting cricket, 
football, and tennis balls. I.eavc old men to their unimaginative ways. Act up to 
the secret conviction of youth that they are a lot of useless fogeys. I know what 
your candid views are. Yon say among yourselves that tlicir insides are always as 
bald as their pates sometimes ate. Bo, do not pretend to seek inspiration from 
them, but pursue your own heoilioug coiuse. If that lends you to wisdom so much 
the better; if that leads you to mistakes even that is not as bad as it might seem ; 
but do not, if you prize the spring-time of your life, sinnd waiting for limping 
mentors which would have your sparkle and lire “sicklied over with the pale cast 
of thought”. 

“I find I am lapsing into the ineorrigiblc weakness of age, which is to preach 
at youth. Before enming down to this Conference, I had decided that I should 
leave this aa the solo privilege of your disUnguished PTCsidcnt. But it is difiicult 
for a man of my age to see so many young faces before him and check the flow 
of didacticism. A wise, if cynical, spborist has said that men give nothing more 
liberally than advice. This is truer still of the relations between old and young 
people; for, there is nothing old men desire more ardently thou that the coming 
generation should be made in their own image. Youth, on the contrary, would 
not be youth if it did not rise as one man against this imposition. Bo the sons 
mb the fathers against tlie grain and do tilings which set the latter’s teeth on 
edge. On a winter morning they sleep under tlie coverlid when tho senior rush 
to the “Maidaii” in virtuous and voluntary search, as they pretend, of physical 
fitness but in reality goaded by tlie tortures of insomnia. They romp and rush 
widiout fear for their hearts aud blood-vessels. They smile at and are smiled at 
by young brautics with as little danger to their heart and blood-vessels in the 
figurative sense. All this sets up a tension—a rml tension, invisible and uncon- 
fess^ though it might be—between i age and youth. I believe there are 
many fiery communists among my young friends here. Have they ever 
given thought to tliis aspect ot die inevitable class-straggle 7 On the assumptiou 
that they have, I would humbly iiiquiro how thCT propose to go aliout to create 
a elass-less society in this respect. Ferhaiis I could help tliem with a suggestion, 
As a lawyer believing in pra-edeuts, I would put before them the example of 
certain primitive tribes whoso young men spear their parents to death as soon 
as they have reached man's estate i. 

“My young communist friends are firm believers in a drastic resolution of 
the class-struggle. Bo the idea of putting an end to the eternal ‘dialectic’ between 
youth and ago in this manner might not be unweleoiiio to them ; on the contrary, 
if we are to believe Plato, Democracy proceeds on a subtler plan. It demoralises 
the old men. liCt me quote tlie actual words of tlio great philosopher. As a 
consequeuia: of democratic liberty, Plato says, 'the father accustoms himself to 
become like his child and to fear his sons, and the son in his desire for freedom 
becomes like his father and has no fear or reverence for bis ]iareiit....The Bchool- 
raastcr fears aud flatters his pupils, and tho jmpils despise both their schoolmasters 
and their tutors. And altogcUicr, the young , act like their seniors aud com]>cte 
with them in speech and in action ; while the old men condescend to the young 
and become triumps of versatility and wit, imitating tlicir juniors in order to 
avoid the appearance of being sour or despotic.’ You thus have two alteriiativo 
methods of dealing with your ciders —the communistic and the democratic. 
Which of them you will choose will depend entirely on whether you have faith 
or have no faitli in the principle of “Ahimsa.” As for us, the choice will make 
no difference whatever in substance. Either we are nut up (^^lunst tho wall and 
face the firing squad, or we march chained to the wheels of yoiir triumphal chariot. 

“But is there really no third way—wliich is neither destruction nor corruption— 
for reconciling not only tlie antitliesis between youth and ago but every species 
difference in outlook 7 Tho modern world has come dangerously near to udieving 



-1 JAN ’39 ] THE OPENING ADDRESS 461 

that there is not. Servitude and intoleraneo are spreading at an appalling rate 
among ns, Eiiroite which from the end of the 18th. Century made a goddess of 
liberty, is recanting her faith. How far this recantation has gone will become 
disconcertingly plain if we take the example not of Germany or Italy where free 
institutions had never taken deep root, but of England herself, whose Ixast used 
to be that she was the ‘Mother of Parliaments.' I have been looking through a 
recently publisheil book, written by an Englishman, whose Uieme is that 
Parliamentary Democracy must l)e thrown overboard in order to enable Great 
llritain to live in peace with tho totalitarian regimes. “Attachment to Parliamentary 

Democracy,” this writer says, “.threatens ns with economic disaster and 

prevents "Tsur sound defence against military defeat and destruction. If we are to 
avoid these dooms the system must cither be drastically amended or completely 
abandoned in favour of some other system.” 

_ “W_ero_ tliis tho view of a solitary crank, there would have been little cause for 
anxiety in its e.'Ci>rc8sion. The most significant fact about such ideas, is, however, 
that they are gaining in strength aniong a very intiuential section of the people of 
England. Many Englishmen are inclining to Uic o))inion that Democracy will always be 
behind ‘Dictatorship’ in respect of progress and that, therefore, it had better go. 
Among those who have sympathy for such views are included men who control 
some of the great newspapers of Great liritaiu. The present Prime Minister of 
England and some at least of his colleagues arc also perhaps of tlie same way of 
thinking. 

“Yet what strikes me as tho queerest part of this bnsincss is not the admira¬ 
tion of the iinconacioiis Fascists for the proidaimcd ones, but the inability of those 
who dislike Fascist tyranny most to think of a more effective means of counteract¬ 
ing it than the mloption of a different kind of regimentation. This, to my mind, is a 
grievous^ error of method, for if history teaches us anything it tcachtw us that really 
progressive ideas stand in no need of the comtnilsion of force. Take the case of 
Christianity for example. It made Ita way into the world by sheer moral attrac¬ 
tiveness. So will, in my belief, all ideas which contain the seed of future develop¬ 
ment and arc bused on tho innate creativcncsss of man. Self-propagation is the 
law of their being and becoming. They will certainly ncwl organisation and dis¬ 
cipline—and orgnuiaation and discipline of a higher order tlian can bo conceived of 
the martinets of collec.tiva goo8c-stei>—but they will not require bloodshed, nor be 
suppressed by bloodshed. 

‘To my thinking. Socialism or Communism or whatever you may call it—the 
label is of mtlo significance ns long as wc arc ngrcal almut the substance of the 
thing—is such an idea. Its fundamental note is love and not, as has many times 
been asserted, haireil. The ceaseless insistence on class-war does, however, tend to 
throw tho sunnier, tho more altruistic, and the more messianic aspect of socialism 
Boniewhat into the shade. This has undoubtedly lessened tlie moral ap)>cal of 
Socialism for men and nations^ who by tradition and temperament are not drawn 
to the idea of intolerant conflict. On a recent oi^ension, I tried to bring out thia 
idea and, while dcjelaring myself a socialist, voiced my dis-inclination for class-coiifiict. 
This has naturally i-rovokcd criticism. Tho orthodo,x Communist wouhl no more 
hear of the disentangling of his creed from tho idea of class-war than the orthdox 
geometricians would hear of squaring tiie circle. Hut this, I submit, is love of 
dogma, not of truth. I cannot understand why Marxists of all people should objet^t to 
any modification and adaptation of their master’s doctrine, when he himself had said 
that changes in hnnimi tliought were determined by the material conditions of life 
taken as a whole. 'Jliis sound doctrine, I prwiime, entitle us to reslmiie Socialist 
doctrine in conformity with the conditions in which it is to be applied. Marx took 
a similar line with his master Hegel’s doctrine and rc-oriented it in a manner 
which the latter wonid have been tho first to repudiate. Yet Marx is no less of a 
Hegelian for that. 

“I enter this pita for greater openness of mind and fredoom from dogmatism 
not m respect of Botialism alone Imt for the whole circle of human thought. We 
must not forget that (xilitical freedom, wilh all its urgency for us, is only a part 
of freedom. It must be completed as well as made iiossiblc by freedom in other 
spheres. I consider the maintenance of inlclloctuol freedom -freeflorn of thought—to 
be one of the highest, duties of youth. In the modern world, intellectual fre^m is 
threatened both externally and intcnially. Authoritarianism is attacking it from 
inside, mid_ the second danger is^ not a whit less serious than tho first. The age 
we live in u often culled the machiiic-agc. I think it can with as much propriety be 
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called the “ago of slogans.” Their deadly blight is spreading like locusts to destroy 
the hard-earned intellectual harvest of mankind, Under their hypnotic sway we 
are very near foi^etting that Truth has to be upheld anil discovers afresh by every 
ago if tile fountain-head of human endeavour is not to run dry. It should be the 
mission of youth to freo us from this bondage. They must liberate Truth from 
tlie many sliackl^ of self-interest, obseniuntism, and mental inertia. 

“My call _ is then for freedom friiilom, no less in the things of the mind 
^an in the socitd and ixilitical order. But in order to give freedom its chance, 
it must have its necessary complement -discipline. By discipline 1 do not mean 
discipline iuduc.ed by extcnial ptower, which is best exemplified by the regimentation 
prevalent in the totalilarian states. This kind of disci))lino and this use of imwer 
has been brilliantly analysed by Bertrand Tlussell in his new book on “I’ower,” 
from which I would read out to yon the following yiassage 

“These forms of power are most nakedly and simply displayed in our dealings 
with animals, where disguisea and pretences are not thought necessary. When 
a pig with a rope round its middle is hoisted squealing into a sliip, it is suldect 
to (liroet physical iiower over its body. On the other hand, when the proverbial 
donkey follows the provorlual carrot, we indiiee him to not ns we wish by 
persu^ing him tiiat it is to ids interest to do so. Tntenuediate between these 
two cases is that of iMirforming animals, in whom iuibits have been formed by 
rewards and punishments also, in a dilTerent way, Unit of siiccp induced to embark 
on a shi)), when the lender lias to lie dragged across tlio gangway by force, and 
the rest then follow willingly, 

“All these forms of power arc exemplified among linmnn beings. 

“The case of the pig illusi.ratcs iniiitury and jHilico power, 

“nin donkey with the carrot tyyiifics the power of proiaigmida. 

“i'erforming animals sho.v the power of “education.” 

“The sheep following tlicir tinwiliing leader are illustrative of party polities, 
whenever, as is tisual, a revered lender is in bondage to a clique or to jinrty bosses. 

“lAit us apply these Acsoiiian analogies <o the rise of Hitler. The currot was 
the Nazi programme (involving, e.g., the aliolilion of interest); the donkey was 
the lower middle class. Tlic sheep and their lender were tiic Social Democrats 
and llindeuburg. Tlie pigs (only so far ns their misfortunes arc concerned) were 
tlie victims in euneentralion cami'S, .and the iicrforming animals are the millions 
who make tlie Nazi salute.” 

“Well, there arc many even amongst ns whoso conception of discipline docs 
not go licyond wearing titc badge and giving the snliite. I have very little respect 
for tliis kind of disciydine, nltbnngn 1 uilmit it might be an instrument of yiower 
for tlioso who covet dictatorship. When 1 apeak of discipline I have in view a 
totally diflerent state of the mind. 'Iliat disciplino comes from freedom from 
those archaic impulses within us, which make it dilliciilt for us to reconcile the 
pursuit of individuality with collective good. “Life is a pure fiamc; wc live by an 
invisible sun within us,” said Bir 'ITiomas Browne. But not to all is given tire 
perception of this inviaiblo sun in all its inidimmed glory; nor does life’s flame 
burn at its ynircst at all moments. When the dust of daily life or the dross of 
earthly aims lie thick on ns, egotism gains the mastery and makes us forget that 
freedom is not a single individual’s privilege tut the birth-right of all It is in tliis 
forgetfulness that lies tire greatest danger to fit-edom. Wo must guard against this 
danger by remembering that on the highest plane Bclf-diseiplino merges with Freedom, 

“Comrades, I welcome you all to your spiritual home. It is not a city of 
“dreaming spires” ; nevertheless, it is your spiritual home, for it is here that the 
students movement had its birth about three dec^adcs ago. The site on which you 
and 1 have assembled to-day is almost classic ground. It is halloweil by the 
memories of Lai Mohan Ghose and Kurciidra Nath Baneriec, Auanda Mohan Bose 
Abdul Rasul, Anrobiiido Ghose and Bipin Chandra Pal, Deshbandhu CbitlaraDjaa 
Das and Deshpriya Jatiiidra Mohan Ben Gupta. Bear proudly the torch of freedom 
which they have handed over to you and hand it over in your turn, pure and un- 
Bullied to those who are coming after you. With Uicse words 1 declare this con¬ 
ference open”. 

The Presidential Address 

In the course of his Presidential address, Dr. K, M. AihraJ said 

“I frankly confess to a sense of extreme hesitation and embarassment when I 
rise to address yon on this occasion. Ten or twenty years ago the task of the 
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president of the All-India Students’ Federation, if there was one, was comparatively 
Bim|)lc and even pleasant. Me was ox|iccted to deliver a briy;ht sermon to tlie youth 
with apt quotations from classical writers and with an anecdote or two to relieve 
you from tlie strain of exhaustion. They do that successfully even now in the 
liberal fciieration and you };et some of tliat atmosphere when yon visit a well-pro¬ 
vided lawyer or doctor of so-called lilKtral opinion. I am afraid you arc no more 
satisfied with th.it sort of stufF. You are faecil with a concrete situation and living 
problems and yon want straight and clear answers to the various issues that face 
you. Comparatively young in years, yours is a privileged class which brings fresh- 
mats and vigour in every problem it analyses. Like older (leoplo you are not 
obsessed with inhcicnt and acquired inhibitions and you look to the future with 
eonfidcnec. It is n(it surprising tliat the old guard has been mercilessly treated by 
younger elements in some countries, aiul from what 1 sec 1 feel it rietily deserves 
the fate.” 

“Our country,” Dr. Aahmf obscrveil, "has gone through two whole de¬ 
cades of national mass struggle and during the conrso of the exjicrienee vve have 
dcvo!oi)ed a bigger and broailer outl<H)k until linally we Imvo begun to realiiic that 
our national struggle is a iiart of the world striigglo for a better order of society. 
We have delinitoly allied ourselves with dcnuK-.ratic forces of the world against 
Fascism. The Indian National OongnsB lias now formulated a more or less clear 
foreign policy of its own us against otir imiHirialist rulers and it is a fact that 
at the same time when the Conservative llriiish Vremier was secretly helping 
Franco to win the war ofl'amasin in Fpain, I'andil .Tawiiharlal, a distiiignished ex- 
president of the Congress was openly fraU'iuising witli llcpnblioan K))ain of workers 
and peasants. In fact valiant Indian comrades were a<.tually fighting with the 
International llrigiido, which Imill up a glorioi.s defence of Madrid and gave a 
ooncrele e.Hunipln of the inlcrnational solidarity of tlie weak and e.\liibited humani¬ 
ty against ini|H;riaiism and fascism. T take this opfiortunity to congratulate comrade 
Uuddar who has just tetii rued to Imlia and comrade Anund who is with ns. It 
is the same with Cldiia. Tlie Indian National Ilongtess has sent a medical do)mta- 
tion as a nuirk of its soVularity with tlie (Chinese as against Japanese imperialists. 
The radian natiopal movement is no more an isolalcil phenomeucu. It lias been 
lined up with the world forces of deiiiocnv y, ])cace and progress as against fascism 
and war. 

Itefemng to tlio student mnvoment in India. Dr. Ashruf said essentially de¬ 
mocratic tuid anli-iia).>criali8t in its nature it has allied itself with the progressive 
youth of other countries, and it is a matter of some satisfaction to all of us tlint 
the All-Iiidia Students' Fedi^ralioii has alreiidy Ihcii represented at tlio World Pej«*e 
Monfcrenco and the World Youlli Congress. I will not detaid you with a long 
analysis of the worbl slination for it has already betni realised in practice. I will 
not even ta-x your patience by examining tlie international crisis of capitalism. I 
am liere. concerned with the general lessons of tliis world struggle wbiub I am 
afraid has not been fully realised in this connlry and we have to take very good 
care that wc ilon’t commit the mistakes which have cost so much to the people of 
other democratiu countries. You remeinber that, international capitalism sniTered a 
complete collapse alter ilic last World War, but cxccj>t for the eoinmoiiist party of 
Bnssia other oemocratic movciuciits failcil to utilise the opportunity and captitulatcd 
before the onslaught of capitalism under the {tuiso of fascism in various ways uulil 
finally at Munich capitalism succ.oi'ihsl in bnihling np an oiicn united front. By 
the very logic of the situation we too Iwvc to build up a united front of all demo¬ 
cratic and jirogressive forces in India, and let us be clear as to the direction it takes 
ou the national and international plaecs. 

“When one liesirs )K)liticiaus talking against Russia” he coiilinned, “and tlio com¬ 
munist party, one very much suspects that the lessons of the international struggle 
hare not been imhibcil by many of us in this connlry. 'J'lie situation in India is 
undergoing a revolutionary change aud the relationsliip of forces us between the 
various class groupings in society is shifting from day to day. The political parlies 
and programmes arc therefore witliout exception in a stale of constant flux. As 
students of practical I'olitics we must understand the process of history in the 
making and Uie e.'iact nature of social Heiciiec to understand the laws of motions 
underlying these tliaiiges, and to grasp the fiuidameutals of the Indian situation. 
Do not forget that the social forces which cease to be progressive do not die out. 
They too eliange in reverse. JIciico the growing conflict of idcolc^y ainl its decisive 
significance in our national struggle. Sjaiaking broadly, all onr national struggles de- 
vmop ou the basis of a united front of all anti-imperiidisl forces in our motherland. But. 
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we have to dctermiue from time to time what exactly ia the role of a particular 
80 <"ial group in a given eitiuitiou in our anti-imperialist akuggle. It is not very 
long when even ixilitical mass consciousness on a communal scale was progressive, 
even revolutionary and tlio Hindu revivalist iiiovemciit, the I’an-Ialamic and Uie 
Khilafat movements materially contributed to our national struggle. But can 
wo say the same tiling to-day alwut the present forms of communalisra ? The 
message of Mahatma Handhi was certainly of the utmost revolutionary imtxirtance 
in lOlO and even later, but can we say tlio same at the time when even according to 
him constitutionalism has come to stay. During the course of two decades our 
national struggle has released new social lorces and one witnesses millions of 
peasanle and workers joining our national struggle. The iieoplo of Indian States 
are now coming in witli a revolutionary fervour which was difflcult to visualise 
even five years ago. Tlio present leadership, developed under very diflcrent 
circumstances, finds itself more or less helpless in the situation, and one gathers 
the impression os if like King Canute we are trying to control the social forces 
inspite of consciously developing them. This situation has given rise to the problem 
of new leadcrsliip to corresiiond with the new social counitions, and it is hero 
that comrades like you are called upon to build up the new front of anti-imperialist 
forces and an appropriate leadcrshiji to suit tiie present situation. We are suffering 
from a deaillock in our natioiiid movement nud it is dilttcult to visualise how 
we shall develop an alternative leadership and an adopiatc programme of struggle 
except oil the basis of tlio working class, the greatest and the most consistent 
revolutionary force in the modern society. 

“I have given some consideration to the national movement and intomaUonal 
sitnation to pose before you tlie majority problems of the situation. In your own 
way you have got to face them also. After all why have you come to organise a 
student’s movement in this country ou an all-India scale. The answer is sinmle. 
What you seek is simple and should belong to you as a matter of right. You 
seek education, you want employment, you wish to live a happy and frmtfnl life. 
In short you staud for liberty, jieace and progress both individually and as a 
group. Theso ilcmands arc l»y no meiuiB umeasonabre. Our country is potentially 
one of tlio richest in the world. It should Imvc more tlian enough to allow for 
youngmen nud women a chance to work and study to make tlie best of his or 
her creative capacity. The question up|)crmost in your mind is who is responsible 
for the wreckage of you hopes, for tlie waat^o of your lives. And the answers 
bring you in coiillict with the present social system, in the first instance, ngouist 
British imperialism and its allies. This incidciitiilly solves the question wh^cther 
students should take part in imlities. I do nut think how you can keep out.” 

Ill this coimectou he mentioned of uuemploymeut now prevalent in this 
country and said, ‘Tl is common kiiowlcdgo tliat hundreds of educate young- 
men all over India, and jiarticularly of Bengal, have beeu driven to despair 
through uncmiiloymcut and misery and have committed suicide. But has Uovern- 
ment done anything to relieve them beyond preaching sermons on the dignity of 
manual labour? Before the Congress came in. the II. P. Government at the 
instigation of the Imperial Govoriimcut apiioiiited what is now known as the 
Sapru Committee to consider the problem of educated unemployment. The Congress 
has now come out with tlio iilan ot national industrialisation, but otlier factors apart, 
has this plan any thing iu the way to offer iu the way of immediate relief? Beccutly 
there has been so much talk about vlllgo roconstriiction and cottage industries. 1 
need luirdly say that theso plans of village reconstruction offer no solution on a 
national scale within the present political framework and are not a practical 
proiwisition for us to consider. Again, take the question of education. After fifty 
years and mure British imiierialism has sueoceded iu giving rudiments of educa¬ 
tion to just more than eight ]icr cent of the jiopulation and we know it to our 
cost how our parents have sacrificed tlicmsolves to give us the benefit of school 
and college education; and yet at the end of it their hearth as well as ours 
are heavy because the elementary necrls of lifo arc being denied to most of us 
by the present social order. I know that the Congress is committed to the princi¬ 
ple of universal education free, primai^ and seeondai^.” 

He pointed out the Wardha schemo of education and said : "The Zakariah 
Hussain Committee lias in fact prcjiarcd a now and progressive syllabus but tiiis 
is just one item of our social programme and if the Congress seriously takes it 
up the whole of the present provincial budget will bo exhausted by putting it 
into operation. I do not know how wo can get through our national programme 



-1 JAN. ’39 ] THE rilESIDBNTIAL ADDEESS 465 

reconstruction witliont ft Tcvoliitioniiry Cftptnre of power. I do admit that under the 
Congress Governments, the attitude of uuthurilics towards students has slightly 
improved, but 1 luiiy be no more sure that the students can rise to their full 
stature even under the Congress Governments. We have to function through 
tlic old bureaucratic machinery and it is very diUicult to make the present instru¬ 
ments of Governments to suit our needs. 

In connexion with hardships encountered by students. Dr. Ashraf stated; 
“Only the other dt>y we read of hundreds of students being cxiielled from the 
Hyderabad College for singing the ‘llandemataram* song. You can appreciate 
from this incident how mnen we have yet to struggle to establish our elementary 
rights. Of course the censorship of tito imiKtrialist govoriimcut and the ban ou 
)>rogressive litcriiture still rcmaui and our chances of cultural development are 
very meagre indeed. 

“Among pru'olcms the student movement like the national movement is 
faced with the aisriiptii'e forces of commiinalisni,” proceeded Dr. Ashraf, while 
speaking ou cumniiinalism, “Attempts me being made by both Uiudiis and 
Muslim communal politicians to disrupt the national front of the student move¬ 
ment. 1 will not taku your time by discussing communalism in any details 
on tills ocension. Ku'ltcc it (o say that eoramiinalism as a whole ia nothing more 
or less than im))erialist conspiracy to disrupt our democratic and national 
movement. Jntcru.itioiiaUy, communalism is allied to-day with fascism. Only 
recently the representative of the Muslim J,caguo met General Franco and gave 
him his blessings. We know only too well Unit ttavarkar and Bhai I’ermanand arc 
working in India in tlic interest of Japanese imperialism. 

Ho observed, “Again in our ebass organisation of the peasants and workers, 
communalism supports vested inlcrcsls. It is committed to Federation, the Status 
Quo of the States and in its inethoits mid programmes it stands for constitutionalism 
as against mass struggle. To elucidate this disruptive role of communalism I con 
only cite the e-xan pie of Bengal, which has Uio good or bad fortune of having a 
government by a Muslim Loagiio Miuistry. Be it recorded to the shame of the pre- 
seut Ministry that our dctuiiiis have not yet been released in spite of agitation all 
over India. 

Criticising the action of the Iluq Miuistry of Bengal in this coiinexon, he said, 
“Instead of relicvi ig iho jute growers, the lluq Government have enforced Uic 
Ordinance and Uu way strikers are bcfaig treated is only too familiar to you. The 
nrcseiit Oovcrnmeiii. has neluully gone a step further and has oncouraged communa- 
lism in the ranks of labour. As to the general atmosphere in Bengal, I can only 
say that our tone and behaviour has been dcleriortiUU and that the city of Calcutta 
has witnessed ugly and shameful demoustratioiis on more than one otmasioii. Only 
ou the last occasion when the vote of iiu-coiiridciice was being discuBsed on the floor 
of the Bengal .Assembly shameful scenes were witucssed in Calcutta and 1 am not 
sure they will not lie rcpeutixl iiftain.” 

I’assiug on to the organisation of Btudciits, Dr. Ashraf said : During tlie last 
tlirec years tlierc has boin a ilovcloiimcnt in oar country. This reflects ou the grow¬ 
ing strciigUi of the AU-lndia SiitudentB Federation. By now all the provinces have 
functioning proviiiitini branches in them, and the ranjab Avhicli is not formally 
represented tins ycir in our Coiitcroae.c is reorganising itself on healthy lines and 
will soon be with you. Borne of you braiiehes Juivo started social work of an edu¬ 
cative nature and iu Ciodiwalla Memoruiidum has given an appropriate lead in this 
direction. In many places meinbors of your Federation have joined in the literacy 
campmgn now licii.g sim-ted l)y the Congress Governments. In tlie political held a 
luiinber of students are now cngugc<l iu working among peasants witli a view to 
urgmiising ]icjtsants and workers. Two of your memljcrs arc actually iu prison 
to-day. In short, the record of the Bludents Federation is a very satisfactory one 
mid 1 lake this oiiportiiiiity to congratiilutc all for the gmsl work the Federation has 
done. Above all, .1 muse cougratidatc you On the soliilarity which yon have shown 
liy unifying your ranks here in Oalcuttsi. f hope and ])ray that tins unity will develop 
and grow as years pass by. 1 have a few obsm-vatious here to make in connection 
with the organisational work of tlie Foilcnition. iSo far the Federation is primarily 
urbmx iu its charailcr and your memticrs are mainly enrolled from among college 
students. This is a serious limitation. For, iu India, if the miti-imperialist move¬ 
ment, sjiocially iu ihesc days of mass struggle everywhere, keep on functioning 
witliin these limits, I am afraid, we will t>o Iwsct with serious problems of outlook 
and methods of woik, "1 And, moreover,” he concluded, “tlmt we have so far done 
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nothing to organise sot-lal and recreational activities among students. We should orga¬ 
nise our holidays and in a word the programme of our Federation should embody 
within it the demands and wants of students. I am sure you will adopt concrete 
proposals towards this end in this conference. In conclusion, I thank you for the 
nononr you have done me by inviting mo to preside over this occasion.” 

Resolutions—Second Day—Calcutta—2nd. January 1939 
The Fundamental Demands 

The following resolutions were adopted at the second day’s sitting of the 
Conference on tlic 2nd. January 1939 _ 

1. This Conference resolves that immediate steps be taken to realise, as soon 
as possible, the following fundamental demands of the students : 

1. That legislation for the compnlsory recogtiition of only the non-communal 
and non-seetarian Btiideuts’ Unions by universities as well as I>y other educational 
anthorities be enacted, and that representatives of the students from such organisa¬ 
tions be authorised to sulimit their demands and grievanc.es from time to time, or 
as they may arise and tliat the schools and colleges wltieh foster communal or 
sectarian spirit shall not be recognised, and all institutions run for commercial 
ends be municipalised. 

2. That there shall be complete freedom of speech and organisation of the 
stndonts in schools and colleges. 

3. That free and compulsory primary education shall be provided for all on 
the basis of one school for every unit of fiOO souls. 

4. That coiupulsoiy physical training in schools and compulsory military 
training in collides, without any obligation to serve in any imperialist war, be im¬ 
mediately introdnccri. 

5. That productive vocational education based on modern methods of 
production shall be immediately provided in ail schools and colleges. 

6. That the Munici[>alitie8, local bodies or other statutory bodies bo authorised 
to take over such private schools as arc run for proAt only to the proprietors. 

7. That secondary education shall be free from unnet^essary departmental 
interference, and that the control and sniKsrvision over lliese institutions concern^ 
with education be entrusted to a statutory body organised on a democratic ba^ 
and functioning as a responsible authority, 

8. 'fbat the coustitutioii of the Universities in India be remodelled, freeing 
the Universities from needless Government iiilericrcuco, democratising the consti¬ 
tution of their legislative authority, including thereon representative of the Universi¬ 
ty students and providing for elected and rcsimnsible Chancellor, vice-Chancellor 
and executive. 

9. That the University bo required, if necessary by legislation, immediately 
to put in practice the following demands, viz., (a) that the general cost of educational 
and particularly examination foes be reduced by at least i)0 per cent, (b) that books 
and odier reqiuremouts of University education should be so selected, iwoduced and 
supplied BO as to preclude anti-iiational or nnti-dcmocralie ideas, and excessive cost. 

(c) t^t instruction shall bo provided through the medium of an Indian language, and 
every eneouragement shall be given to tho development of indigenous culture, 

(d) that foreign missionary organiscitioiis bo comidotcly excluded from any 

concern with higher education, and that no grant from x>ublic funds be made to 
such organisations, (c) no discrimination be made, either on communal or sex basis 
in any educational institution. ’ 

10. That the department of rublic Education be completely overhauled and 
the admini.stration and control of educational institutions be entrusted to this depart¬ 
ment reconstituted on a national basis. 

I MMKDlATE REQUIUEMENTS 

This Conference considers the following to be the immediate requirements of tho 
students of this connti-y, which can and should ho immediately granted by ^minis- 
trativo action, which would olTcr a wider scope to students in pursuit of their 
acailemie activities. It, therefore, calls iqion the provincial governments and all 
authorities concerned forthwith to; (a) amend tho circulars issued by the Govern¬ 
ments of Madras, Drissa, Rombay, Dcngal, U. F., and Mysore as to give 
wider latitude to students and teachers to take part in any political activity or join 
any iiolitical organisation ; (b) abolish all degrading or humiliating forms of 
punishment; (c) discontinue any grants from public funds to any 
mstitution making religiouB instruction of a given sect compulsory; (d) give 
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facilities to all po8t-{;rn(limtc Btialciita to liavo a free access to all public and 
college libraries; (c) sappiouentary and com]>actmeutal examinations; and (f) subs¬ 
titute percentage system by tutorial one. 

Si’AiN AND China 

Histoi 7 has never witnessed such barbaric and wholesale destruction of human 
life and property, art and culture as is l>eiii^ carried out by fascist and imiierialist 
aggressors in Spam and China to-day. This Oontcrciice looks up with pride and 
resist at the wonderful achievements of the students in those countries, united 
under a peoples’ |.;overumcnt. While apprceialing the efforts made in the past by our 
students to help these co-iightci'S abroad, Uiis Conference calls uiion them to make 
greater efforts to cnsiuc the victory of the itcoples’ government towards this end. It 
suggests active co-oporation in tlie despatch of tlic fowl ship to Spain as 
suggested by Pandit Jawoliaiinl Nehru and the vigorous boycott of Japanese 
goods. 

3. Events in Spain and China have revealed the barbaric character of 
modern wars which are forced on tlic peace loving of the world by the empire 
Inst of a hmidful. Wars of the fulurc will bo many times more barbaric in 
their destruction of all that progressive hninnnity stands for—freedom, peace, 
culture, sanctity of htimaii life, etc. Students stuniliitE for dieir ideals have in 
otlicr countries f-hown that anti-war role they coula play under an effective 
organisation. This (Junfcrcnce, tlicrtdorc. urged upon the student workers and 
unions in this country to immediately organise witli tlic active co-operation of ail 
progressive forces, auti-wav committees, with a diverse programme to educate the 
people to actively i csisl Rritniti’s plans to drug our country (Army Recruitment 
Act) into her wtus -not a man, not a rupee for imperialist wars. 

Paukhtihk Apfaius 

4. This Confereinte expresses its solidarity with tlic Arabs in Palestine who 
are fighting with heroic persistence the massed forces of British imiieiialism which 
is intent, as ever, on thriving on the imoginaty conlliet of interests which it has 
sedulously cultivated between Arabs and .Tews and is jmrsniug its nefarious policy 
of permanently antagonising the two communities by aUernativo promises to either 
part}r and thereby consolidating its hold on ono of the world’s most strat^e 
positions'. 

The Conference is convinced iliat the Arabs are fighting bravely the same 
forces that arc keeping Inelia down in servitude and misery and assure the anti¬ 
imperialists in Faleitine of their wliolc-hcurtcd supi>ort. 

5. The students of India through Uicir representatives assembled hero appals 
to the delegates to the next session of tlio Indian National Congress that in view 
of the impending danger of the inipositiou of the unwanted federation as embodied 
in the Government of I ndia Act 1035 and tlie bold stand dial President Bose has 
taken to combat and kill it, he be re-clectcd as incsident of the Congress. 

6. The All-India Students Confereiuc. looks tij) with pride to the World 
Students Association and declares its whole hearted support to its programme against 
fascism and warmly appreciates its work for the solidarity of the progressive 
students of the world. 

7. This Conference warns tlic students of Bunna against falling prey to the 
misleading slogan “Hurma for Burmese” and requests Indians in Burma to settle 
matters amicably with the Burmese aud unite in a common fight against British 
imperialism. 

Further, it condemns Uic imperialist rcfircRsiou against the students of 
Burma which has nsultel in tlic dcatlis among others, of the Vice-lVesident, 
the All-Burma Stmlents Union and express its symimthy and solidarity with them. 

8. This Conference approbates tlie work done by tlie Imliiui Delegation to 
the World Youth Coiigrcss at New York under tire leadership of comrade Yusuf 
Meherally and supports too Wassor peace pact. 

9. This Coufcrcnce resolves to invito too next World Students Conference 
to India. 

10. This Conference condemns the repressive policy of the Govt, of Bengal 
against student movement as visualised in the arrest of active student workers 
like Com. V. Dubey, Promodc Ben, Dharitri Oaiignly aud others and demands 
too immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the prosecution instituted against 
Comrade Dharitri Ganguly. 
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11. Tlie conlorenco dmuandH the immadiate itiid UDconditional release of Rani 
OniiLilieu of the Najja Hills, wlio is iitfareeratoil fi>r her strangle for coiinlrv’s 
freedom and whoso release is being iinjustilinbly delayed by the Central (iovcrnmeiit. 

The Statih 

12. 'Che cmergeney of Congress ^Js]iis)ri(>s in provinoes, the consequent 
widening of civil libcritics therein, Ihe struggle of the Stales’ iieople for responsible 
Ciovernnient against the auloeratitf rule of the native princes has assinncd a tlyua- 
mie form. n»c biatal repressive measure adopted by their rulers with the eontdvuuee 
and sut)port of the Paramount Power, the elepiuuit eliarges at Kashmir, iiidiseritni- 
iiatc lathi charges autl bauiiings of iiiiblie iustitutioiis at llyderaliatl, _ Raipur, 
Mysore and Travaiieoro and liriug at Vidurasliawatliam ami Dhcnkanal have failed 
tlie will of the peojde to be free. 

This Conference eoagratulatos the Btates pco)>lu on thi'ir heroic stand and feels 
prond that students arc taking piirt in this struggle. It feels happy that. Ihe puoplc 
in Rajkot have won their struggle and coiigrutulates them on ihe same. 

This Coilferenee further assures its fidl sup, .irl to the struggle of the Slates 
people for tile IcgiUmate cause and appals to tiic Indian National Congress to 
abandon its policy of non-iaterference and to la-tivcly 8tip|)ort the movement in the 
States for rcs|K)iisible Government and Civil Lilierties since it forms a vital part of 
the struggle against the Federation. 

PL Nebm’s Speech 

“You must come to this clear dot-ision timl tlie sliidents’ movement must be 
broad-liascd and must not on any aeeouut bd'Otue sectarian”, siiid t*andil Jawaharlal 
Nehru, in disapproval of ideological dispute among stiidcnls, adilrcssing iho 
conferenen on ibe 2nd. JaimaTy. Them was no reason, lie observcil, wliy they 
sliould not harlioiir in the Fedcvatioii people holding dillercnl jioliiicnl views and 
that it must be liighly iuiproiier for Uie ftitmleuts’ Fcilcration to become an iiijiidi- 
cions sectarian body, for in that way It woohl not lead to luogicss but to weakness 
and disintegration. He strongly <;ritieise<l the extreme facility with which studeiiis 
in India resorted frequently to strikes and f*aiyagrahiis. 

Giving his Impressions of his recent umr of F.tirojie, Vamlit Nehru said that 
he had found an extraordinary intclhH tual paralysis in tlie democ ratic, eounfries mid 
that most iieople there felt Umt some changes must eonie. Coiie.lndlng, I'andil 
Nehru was sure tliat 'Tiritisti IniK'rialism cannot prevent us from acliieving 
independence. Wo arc strong enough to hice it provide certain inner weaknesses 
do not come in our way.” 

"Ever since I returned to India about six weeks ago I hove received requests 
and demands from the Stndcnls Fetleralion (o come and attend this eonferenoe. 
First of all, the demand was to preside, over it mid later on it was reduced to at 

least to attend it. I irictl to avoid it for many rcasnns. First, Ixsiause I was not sure 

of my ability to come to Cale.ntto tinring this week. More important, however, was the 
reason tliat I was not quite sure of the desirability of my presiding over it, ticeatiso 
I find this habit «if imiiocting presnlcnls from outside, jioliticiaiiH, well- 

known men ami women, is not a gtKid linliit for any live organisation, least of Ml 

for a students’ organisation, Jf yon want to grow sclf-rcliaiice, you have to stand 
ui> on your feet and legs. 

“1 have extreme dislike,” proi-ncdcd PiuMlitil, “for peojiln travelling long dis- 
Lmces to preside over emiferenecs. Alionl 1!> or 1(5 ywirs ago in my own province. 
United Provinces, we made it a rule in our Coiignws orgaiiisatiims not to brim' 
presidents for provincial organisations from outside. Wo would iweleoine pruinincnt 
jicople as visitors, but not as presidents. A similar nilo was -mado with regard to 
tlistrict eouferenees, though it was more hoiiourcil in tlie liroaeh tlian in oitservam e. 
This was Irocauso wo wanted {ssiplc to nssnnic resiionsiliility and get used to it, 
because we did not want Ur make these confercncp.s gala occasions tor prominent 
poliUuians for aiiorning the jilalform but occasions where we were to arrive at clear 
acoisiouB and give shape to them in the 8lm|>c of resolutions. When prominent 
people came, large crowds came to listen and to apidimd, wliile tlio mtiin problem 
before the conference faded into background ami tlie confcreiiec became a big 
demonstration. A conferenee should be more than what wo have in a public 
meeting and dcmoiislration. When we convert our conference bito a pure demons¬ 
tration, tliat confercjice fails to achieve its purpose, more specially students’ confe¬ 
rences, where we sliould consider inleltcctnally the very many problems that face 
the country. Therefore, £ hesitated to come.’* 
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Proceeding, Pandit Nchni said that he was not qnile clear as to the subject on 
which he would addreas the gathering. Not that he was lacking in ideas, Docanse 
there were too many ideas on which he would like to speak. There were too many 
problems, national and international- that dcmandtHl answer. They had to find out 
what tlie answers were. In their attempt to find tho answer to a problem, they had 
to define the problem itself first of all. It was an extraordinary thing to find in 
many cases people attempting to find an answer to a question when we question 
had not been framed at all. When one came to an answer before the problem 
itself, it was on absurdity. In otlicr words, they came to a sentimental conclusion. 
To some extent, it was natural, ber^nuso the average human being was not a ve^ 
logical, rational and reasonable tiiinking individual. Ho or she aiftcd under certain 
urges and then, later on, triwl to justity it by soino argument or reason. That was 
good enough for ceriain individuals, but not good enough for those who called tliem- 
sclves studcnls. Pccause studciits had outgrown tho stage of childhood, Ih^ were 
not on the threshold of life alone but on the ihresbold of thought .us well. If they 
did not take, advantage of the piositiou at the threshold, diey would not proceed 
further in the house of life. They should retain the ontlook of students all along if 
they wanted to learn much afterwards. In stiwlent days, they acquired certain back¬ 
grounds, habits of mind and the training to learn. If, afterwards, they retained 
that training and habit of mind, they could play an cflectivc part in world 
affairs. 

“If I may speak personally”, went on Pandit Nehru, “I was an average 
student in school and college, may bo from tho point of study jnst above 
tlie average. Put whatever 1 learned, and that was very little, I learned by 
self-learning and self-education, by hanl work and not casually. If you 
imagine you c(>uld achieve anything without hard work, you arc mistaken. 
Most of what I liave learned 1 have learned by hard work and study since I left 
the college. Fortunately I had opi»ortuuitic8 of study which other people do not 
usually bave—tlmt of long years of study in prison. Even outside, when I lead a 
pretty busy life, I try lo find some time at least to keep in touch with ideas, move¬ 
ments, books and literature, because I do not want to fail to keep pace with Ore 
world but I wain, to have the mental winipmcut to deal with tho problems I have 
to face and solve. That I did not learn much at school and college is true”. 

Proceeding, Pandit Nehru said that wlicn ho laid stress on the approach to 
a question, ho very often found that tlie api>roaeh was a narrow approach to a 
particular problem. 'I'hat approach might be gnoii enough wlien they wore dealing 
with a particular problem, but utdess they bad a wider oi'proivch tliey could never 
solve a problem salisfnclorily. He was not in complete touch willi Ihe iwlivities of Oie 
Htiulciits’ Federation, but somehow vague reports of what they were doing had 
reached him. He was eager to know how llie Students’ Federation during its brief 
existence had become a great organisation. It was a licalthy sign in the students’ 
world of India, lie had beard that during tlic last session at Madras there was a 
minor dispute which ultimately broke it up or something happened and they could 
not agree upon. He did not enter into the merits of arguments. What struck him 
as strange was that in the Students’ li’cilcralion they sliould got excited over those 
arguments. It w.is right that they sliould formulate arguments willi regard to 
these matters on an intellectual basis. Tlierc was no reason why tticy should not 
harbour in the IVricratiou people holding different political and economic views. 
Bpcakiiig generally, there might be some limiting factors, bnt subject to tills it 
must be highly improper for Btiidciits’ Federation to become an injudicious sectarian 
body. By ‘sectarian,’ he did not mean it in tlio religious sense, bnt in the mental 
sense, 'liierc was far too much development of scctarianiam in India. To a 
certain extent it was inevitable in the changing condition of things. It was more 
BO in the case of students orgauisations. 

“You must come to this clear decision.” said Pandit Nehru, “that the students’ 
movement must be broad-based and must not on any account become sectarian. 
We have in India various ideologies, with Uicir conihets. Some of these conflicts 
might be reflected In tho students' movement. I would not mind students forming 
separate oTgaiiisations for the study of certain ideologies.” If they wanted to make 
the Students’ Fcdi ration narrow, ojiincd Pandit Ndiru, it would be utterly wrong. 
For in that way the Federation would not prosper but would lead to bitterness, 
weakness and disiiitcgiation. They liad in India numbers of disintregating factors 
in the body politic and in public life. It was for young men and women to fight 
these disruptmg and disintegrating factors. 



470 THE ALL-INDIA STUDENTS’ CONFERENCE t caicotta- 

Duxin|$ his stay in Europe, said Pandit Nehru, the last three months were re¬ 
markable months. Many extra-ordinary thin(^ happenc<l. Uow many of them 
realised their background 7 'Jliey might have passed some high-sounding resolutions 
about fascism and other things. 'I'liey might have a moiital understanding 
of them, but how many of them had in tlicir mind a clear analysis of the back¬ 
ground of the resolutions 7 During the last three mouths of Ms stay in Europe, said 
Panditji, many strange things haiipcned, events from a historical point of view as 
big as those of the Great War of 1914-18, nut so big from tiie point ot view of 
oasuMties or destruction, but from the point of view of changes as momentous as 
those of the last War. There had been an entire change in the map of Europe and 
it was still continuing. 

I have been, proceeded Pandit Nehrii, in England and France and otlier coun¬ 
tries who call themselves democratic. In those countries 1 have found an extra¬ 
ordinary paralysis of the intellects of the people, young and old, among highly 
adrancra groups and less advanced groui>s as well—a strange paralysis of intellect 
overwhelmed by problems they have to face but to which they cannot find any 
answer. Borne of the people are repeating the old slogans no doubt, and suggcstuig 
old remedies as they liact done previously. Jlut in their hearts, they were doubtful 
if they were right and treading the right way.” Proceeding Panditji said that 
people came to him with extraordinary sehemo for national reconstruction etc. 
involving crores and crorcs of rupocs, but they failed completely because they 
had noconnection with reality. 

Panditji next dealt with the problem of democracy. What exactly did they 
mean by it 7 The 19th century Pailinmeutary democracy that still existed in a 
greater or lesser measure in England, France, Unilod States and some o^cr smMler 
countries ? They saw that kind of democra<!y had been tlirown over board in 
Germany and Italy. They also saw a ditferent system of Government existing 
in Russia. What they found in England and France was different from the 19th 
century democracy. That was a changing thing. Most people in England and 
France had come to the conclusion that this could not continue as they had conti¬ 
nued in the past and that some changes must come. 

If they applied the democratic ideas to India, how did they find the bac^k- 
ground 7 They found that for a number of years India hod no acmocratic back¬ 
ground. Their methods of Government were very remote from democratic. Demo¬ 
cracy required certain traditions, certain discipline. Democracy without discipliuo 
went to pieces. Too much discipline without democracy was also highly undesirable 
as it led to exploitation. Too much democracy witliout discipline Icacl to disruption 
and license. Not only in the students* organisation but in the Congress organisation 
as well they had to facte the problem of aerootuatiy and discipline keeping together. 
For, witliout a certain measure of discipline and democracy tltiugs ran into littM bits. 

Proceeding Pandit Nehru said that their national movement had grown into 
tremendous dimensions during the last 50 years. While it started as a small move¬ 
ment, it grew and grew till it comprised millions of people. TJie whole of the back¬ 
ground of the national moyemeut was then agitational. It Uicn shouted and cried 
even though that was limited. When it passed a resolution, it gave expression to 
their anger. Then came a stage when tliey developed a certain iwwet to follow up 
^outs with some effective action. Their resolutions became a little more reasonable 
because they felt that they had to live up to them. When the non-co-operation and 
the Civil Disobedience movements came, there came great change. If they road the 
resolntiou of those periods, they found they wme more moderate and dignified be¬ 
cause behind them lay the reality of threat of action. In other words, tliey shifted 
from the plane of words to the piano of action. Shouting conveyed weakness. They 
had yet got accustomed to their uew strength and dignity, ttiat was why sometimes 
shoutings were heard. Panditji then referred to the change which had come over in 
the tone of Indian publicists who now went abroad. They no longer whined there 
but, conscious of their strength, they spoke in a different tone and instead of beggars 
and takers, thw had become givers and consequently there had been remarkable 
psychological changes. 

Panditji illustrated with what sense of responsibility the Provincial Congress 
Committees and the A. I. C, C. and the Working Committee of the Congress hod to 
speak and frame resolutions, for a word from the Working Committee could put an 
end to A ministry. If they were asked to follow n certain programme, that would 
be followed, whatever the ultimate consequences. They had shed their weakness and 
become strong. They had been fighting British Imperialism so long. The RHtiaii 
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lin()crialisiii was one of the biggest and most powerful organisation in the world. 
Blit from the long view of things it is deart. Historically speaking, it had given up 
its ghost though not in actuality, _ though it might bo living a dozen or 15 years or 
one or two years more. Historically speaking, it is a dying thing and has lost 
everything that gave its strength, though it might still carry on because of a certain 
impetus, it has lost its si>irit and material resources and cannot live long. I have 
no shadow of doubt that British imperialism cannot prevent us from achieving 
independence. _ Wo are strong enough to £at« it provided certain inner weaknesses 
do not come in our way.” 'Hicir problem was not, emphasised Panditji, fighting 
Imperialism but certain disruptive tendencies such as communalism. 

Referring to growth in the mcmbcrsliip iu the Congress Panditji said that be 
was not very mu<-h impressed by sheer number, because ho was more concerned 
with what manner of people were coming He was for stilFcning the Congress 
organisation and making it a strong and well-knit organisation for fighting. Another 
problem which faced them was how to integrate tlie two movements, political and 
social so Uiat those two movements did not pull in diftcrent directions. They must 
think of means to make them pull together. 

Referring to the comninnal tciidniicies, he certainly deplorerl them and there 
was a new tendency among some Huslim Leaguers to repudiate the very idea of 
nationalism. Although it was distressing, jicrsonally ho did not attach much impor¬ 
tance to it, but till! most distressing feature of these communal movements was the 
utterly irrcspousililc method of dealing with major problems. He expressed his 
utter d'stress at the nicthoiis which communal leaders wore introducing in the 
public life which had ihe effect of disintcgnitiiig the public life. TTiere were certain 
standards of publiii life which they might ignore at their peril Progressively these 
standards were disappearing owing to tlin actions of communal leaders. He was 
sure that they would he gradually coming round and no yoiingmen would be 
misled. Panditji strongly criticised the extreme facility with which students in India 
resorted frc<iuently to strikes and satyagralias. 


The Madras Students’ Conference 

The Presidential Address 

The Madras Pn sidency Students’ Conference was held in Madras on the 
7th. January 19:t9. After the welcome address had been delivered by 8. 
UamanuJwlKtri Chairman of the lleceptiou C’KMuiaittee, Mr. N <?. Banga 
delivered his rrcsidciitial address. It was good, Mr. Ranga said, that they 
met to bring intr c.vistcnco a well-organised body on bchidf of all the students 
of the presidency, comprising as it did four liugiiistio provinces. To give 
an effective direction to South India public life, to indicate tiie right policy 
to bo pursued by the Government in ri^ard to education and to chock “arbitrary 
exercise of power by the various Universities in our area”, tooro was, he said, need 
for a consolidated Students’ tlrgauisatioii. 

Students, Mr. Ranga eontinned, sliunid shoulder their responsibilities in nation- 
building efl’orls. They entered public life of the country ns soon as they left 
elementary schools, and they conhl not affinit tlic luxury of waiting until they had 
finished their colle,.;e stnilies, to take a hand in the nationM effort to regenerate the 
mosses, reconstruct national life and to free tlicir country. 

Most students did not realise this simple fact and hence their luxurious ways. 
Surely, there was much food for iniro.s|)c(rtive thought in the many and growing 
and far-from-ercatu’e activities of an increasing mimber of our student public 
More and more ol Ibcm seemed to be surcharged with too many anti-soctal and 
improgKssive iuttuenocK, ami it was suiculsd tbat they, on whom the nation was 
banking for its future and the masses for the supjily of their futnre leaders should 
allow these evils to eontinue to cat into tlieir very vitals. It was bight time 
for students to begin raising tlieir own soeial and intellectual standa^s, purifying 
their thought and shaking thomeslves free from all anti-national, non-social habita 
and thou^ts. 
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Entering an earnest pica for free and independent thinking on the part of 
students, Mr. Ranga contended that Indian universities were “sheepishly moulded 
on those of the eapitalist-onin-imuorialist world.” Mr. Ranga suggested that 
students were subjooled to an “all-eranraeiug and continuous process of moulding 
their thought, conscious as well as std)-conscious, throughout the long years of 
school and college life, not to speak of their home life” and said liiat it was 
heroic of them that, despite tins ‘tortuous grinding of their minds by the Fran¬ 
kenstein monster of our educational institii ions” so many students managed to 
stretch their minds beyond their colleges and scdiools and tried to win their own 
minds and hearts for tlieinsclves. The very first thing to do was to free every 
student from the dutches of the present odncntional system and to do all they 
could to help institutions like Eisan and Mtizdoor Schools, Congress and Socialist 
Schools, schools run on the Wardha educational principle, in order to minimise 
and if j^issible eliminate tlie evils of our e<lucatiunui traps. While they were still 
at school and college they should earnestly study and think out ways and means 
for liquidating the ignorance of adults, and the wrong-hcadedness of most elementry 
school teachers. The awful ‘wastage that occurred In elementary schools, he saiti, 
had to bo stopped and the relapse into illiteracy of those who had been through elemen¬ 
tary schools arrested. Friendship between every pupil in an elementary stdiool 
ana ttie local library, communion between every child of school-going age and 
adolescent in a village or a city and the local library should be tliligcntly fostered. 
Varied social activities such as National lAmating, Folk Dancing, Rural reconstruc¬ 
tion should be encouraged and (levoloiwd. Hurcly students could do a tremendous lot 
ill any or all tlicse directions cither by thought, communion, partnership or active 
participation, througliout the year or at least for one or two hours a day or durhig 
holidays. 

What wore these examinations that they should bo thinking so mucli about 
to tlve oxclusioii of their public rcsjioiislbilities? They were given degrees if they 
jiasscd tliem, but why did they want degrees? Not even 30 per cent of the 
graduates wore able to obtain jobs nml tlioso that obtained had to start on ay 
per mensem. Degrees only spelt wrong ideas of status, which made them “unem¬ 
ployable”. Degrees were not after all so highly valuable as to bo preferred to 
one s own duty to one’s country. His apimal to studeuts would bo to rebel against 
“this wasting system of oxanunation”. Let them demand better standards of 
teaching, wider conceptions of education covering tlieir civic life, more aceurnte 
mothoiis of judging tlio ability of students to understand what was taught to tliem 
in their schools and colleges, a more humane and intimate contact between the 
mind of the students and the teacher. Without a rc-orlcutatiou of the examination 
system, neitlier the Wardlia Educational Scheme nor anything else could help to 
regenerate the student world. The Kisan and Muzdoor Schools liad already M 
tlie way in this direction with excellent results and let studeuts demand and work 
for this refonn most insistently. 

It was mo.st deplorable, Mr. Raiiga said, that the gulf between students and 
their teachers was growing wider aud wider despite all the nulioualist propimaiula 
for a return to the ancient Gurukul system. It might be tliat a largo nummir of 
teachers ami lecturers had been <u>mpletely cut oW fiom tlio main stream of the 
national movement and tlioreforo seemed to care only for tlieir salaries aud daily 
routine in their classes, lint it was up to them, the awakened students, to win 
them back, through comradely ctrorls, to tlieir proper role and encourage others who 
were making their approaches to them through extra-school activities so that, toey 
could luivo their co-uperat.iou, guidaiico and comrailosbip in the efforts to study 
more and more, render social service and carry on various national reconstruction 
campaigns. 

Comparing schools and colleges of to-day to prisons, Mr. Ranga saiil that 
students went there because they must, not bix^aiise they lovotl them. Neither 
the management nor the teachers seemed to realise that they held the time of 
students as a national trust and that they must <lo all they could to help students 
to equip themselves for the great task Iliac lay aliead. Instead of there growing 
up au atmosphere of mutual umlcrstanding, therd to-day pervaded a horrible atmos- 
iihere of mutual distrust and disregard. Nceil one wonder if there was a strike 
fever all through the educational world? Rather, one should wonder at tlie late¬ 
ness of its emergence and even then, at its want or intensity or dilfusiou. It was 
only another sign of bankruptcy of wistlom in tlie present day educational antoori- 
ties that instead of winning the love and admiration of the taught by ta^g a 
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lead in discovorini^ and cnforcin}; better, easier and happier methods of teaching, 
they should bo passing nnuct-essary and useless iikoscs like those of the Andhra 
ITnivertity, or the H, O’s of the Madras, IVihar, Bengal and United ProTinces 
Ciovernments. He c‘»ugratnlate<i Indian students upon their energetic protest 
against “silly methods of repression”, 'fho sooner educational auUiorities rea¬ 
lised the need for enforcing only the minimum of regulations and giving the 
greatest freedom ro students, the bettor it would bo for them all. If they did not, 
It would be the duty of students to rebel against all such absurd imp^ments 
placed so unimaginatively in their way by the teachers and other authorities. He 
had no fear whatsoever that this might load to anarchy. Ho had had too many 
years of intimate c.'tperienco of stiidcnls to believe that they were incapable cd looking 
after themselves once they were put on thmr mettle. 

To-day the (omplaint was, in his view, not that students wore taking too 
much part in politics but too little. It was most unfortunate that when not oven 
10 per cent of the student [lupnlatioii was evincing any consistent or genuine interest 
in public life. University and Government anUiorities should bo playing “this 
reactionary role oi pres’enting us doing our duty by our nation.” There was no 
danger of any ontbursc of violence fur the stiulent world was to-day pledged to 
non-violence. All Indian students, irrespective of their colour or creed, wore pledged to 
light Imperialism. After painting out that they did not want racialism or omnipotent 
natioiialismj the rresident said : “We seek to bnild our beautiful edifice of freedom 
aud fraternity on the solid foundation of sentiment and cultural heritage. But Nationa¬ 
lism is only a means to nn end. It can never be an all satisfying end in itself. It 
is wholesome and safe only so long us it is a stepping-stone for embracing the whole 
humanity,” It was unfortunate, Mr. Ihinga went on to say, tliat tlio ‘intellectuals’ 
had failra to benefit humanity to any extent. To-day’s students would l>o to-morrow’s 
intellectuals. Therefore it was their duty to avoid the follies of their intellectuals 
and to throw in tlieir lot with the mosses ami thus help them to realise their 
oneness of interest with all tlic intellectnals, To achieve such a socialist State, we 
shall adopt non-violent means as it is the best suited lor our condition. Knowing 
tlius as wo do what exactly wc want to sec achieved in the fnllness of time, it is 
our duty to stand iolully by the fiulian National Congress and Kisan and Muzdoor 
Sabhas and all other auti-imiierialist organisations. 

The President Uion appealed to them to bring more and more students in 
touch with the day to day struggle of tho masses by conducting village economic 
surveys and social studies, especially during vocations. Their associations would 
also have to conduct anti-illiteracy campaigns and co-operate with the Rural Library 
Movement in promoting adult raucation. Tito co-oiwrative and rural development 
activities also deserved their co-oporution. 

Resolutions 

Resolutions oBering the snpjiort of tho student community to the Oongress 
in any fight it miglit launch against Federation, declaring that India slmuld 
refuse to offer any assistance to Britain in any future imperialistic war, and 
expressing disapproval of the altitude of the Governments in the States of 
Hyderabad, Travancure and Mysore, towards tlic student movements in their 
territories, were passed. 

The Conlcrenise appealed to the authorities of the Annamalai University 
to “consider tho jusr. demands of the students and take back the expelled and 
tusyicndcd boys and establish a peaceful and cultural atmosphere in the University.” 

The Goufcrciico congratulated tho Madras Government on its “bold stand 
in the matter of introducing compulsory Hindustani in the schools of t^e 
province.” 


The Andhra Students’ Conference 

Presideatial Address 

The fifteenth session of the Andhra Provincial Students’ Conference was held 
in Sri Durga Kala Mandir, Bezwada, on the 28th. January 1939 under the president¬ 
ship of Mr. AT. O. lianga, M. L. A. wlio m the course of bis address, observed that 
many things had happen^ in the country since 1^21 when, as Chairman of the 
Reception Committee, no had occasion to present his thoughts to the Gnntnr session 
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of the Students* Conference. “Then it was the Justice Party," he remarked, “that 
got the wind up when so many of us of the Congress persuasion were heading 
the students’ movement but to-day it is the Congress leaders who are upset 
by the Socialist leadership of the students’ movement.’’ Whilo most of his 
endeavours to interest the students in rural reconstruction, adult education 
and other active mass work were not of much avail tlieii, students of college 
and high schools were taking to this work now. Thus a great change for tiie 
better had come over the students’ movement during these ten years. 

Proceeding, Mr. Ranga said that, the artificial restriction of passes to 30 
to 40 rar cent in examinations would block the progress of students and 
delay their ultimate emergence as full-fledged and unfettered citizens. Even in 
the mediaeval guilds, be said, there were some sensible and well-thought out 
rules and regulations to help the apprentices. But no attempt had been made 
by their public men or edncationid authorities to assure an easy admission, 
low fees and reasonable results in examinations. When neither the Congress 
nor the Ministry nor the University took up such serious problems, it was not 
wrong on the part of students if they tried to remedy matters by thdr own 
efforts. Referring to the 'strike wave all over tlie Madras Presidency in regard 
to the detention of students in the selection examination, ho opined that everyone 
diould 1)0 allowed to try his luck at the public examination. 

Mr. Ronga suggested that arts and crafts should be taught in every school 
and a portion of the expenses recovered therefrom. He then referred to the 
various grievances of the students and observed tliat the students had the right to 
strike when their grievances had remained unredressed for a long time. 

Mr. Ranga continuing said that the Universities and the heads thereof had 
failed to give them the correct })crs))ectivo and ii^ht could be had only when they 
Studied the lives of their great men like Gandhijt, who lived only for the masses. 
To know the swret of their success as servants of the masses and to imbibe their 
spirit of service, without necessarily adopting cither all their ideologies or methods 
was the firat stop in the process of their self-education. Ho pleaiied for the study 
of the various arts and crafts from their invention to their present-day developments 
and tile vicissitudes through which they had passed and dcvelo|}ra. lie hoiied 
that this process would help them to appreidato the value of service and enthuse 
them to action. Mr. Ranga insisted that the great need of the hour lay not in merely 
discovering truth and gathering knowledge, but in passing it on to the masses at 
the earliest possible moment. If this mass education was undertaken on a larger 
scale, illitera^ would be completely liquidated and the problem of the middle 
class educated unemployment thoroughly solver!. 

Referring to the present poiiticiu situation in this country, Mr, Ranga urged 
Aat the Congress should launch Anti-Federation Satyagralia and felt &at the 
time was ripe for such a campaign and hojied that it would lead to the convening 
of the Constituent Assembly, at which they could frame their own constitution. 

Resolutions 

The Conference^ met on the next day, the 29th. January and passed, among 
others resolutioiis criticising the attitude of some of the leading Congressmen 
towards Federation and urged uncompromising opposition to it. Tho Conference 
accorded support to the Wardha Sclieme ana requested tiie Government to 
introduce tho same in this Presidency at an early date. 

Conference condemned the attitudo of the Anti-Hindi agitators and 
appreciated the policy of the Congress in having accoirtctl Hindi as tlio common 
language of India. It, however, urged that tlic siuxtial fees now being collected 
lu colleges for Hindi should be abolisbcd. 

The Conference regretted tho attitude of the Madras Govomraont in not 
having declared the Independence Day as a public holiday and requested them to 
lift the ban imposed on the Tefugu edition of “Anna" and similar Tclugu 
publications. It resolved thnt_ students should strive for removing illiteracy 
ainong the masses by organising night schools and summer schools during their 
leisure time and through the aid of radio and such other implements. 

The inference resolved to organise a general strike next year against the 
Andhra University for tiie redress of some specific grievances in that area. 



Education of Muslims 

The Pirpur Committee’s Report 

To base an educational scheme on the creed of the leader of a political par^ 
is to import a method of education that finds favour in totalitarian states and is 
clearly contrary to sound principles of education, declared the Muslim League Com- 
mittee presided over by the Raja Saheb of Pirpur in its report on the Wardha 
Scheme of Education issued from New Delhi on the Sth. April 1939. 

The Comniittee nsseris that while the Wardha Scheme claims to exclude the 
religious institudons of difl'crcnt Indian commnniUcs, it really aims at supplanting 
all other religions by a new religion—(landhism. 

The Muslims in India, or in any other counti^, the Committee proceeds, form 
a nationality of their own witli their own view-point on all aspects or life and can 
own no nUmance to soul, blood or colour. The conliol of the education of a 
people placed in circumstances as the Indian Mussalmiius are, should be essentially 
and exclusively in their own hands. It is an invariable corollary to their being 
politically and socially a distinct entity. 

The Committee was appointed by the Connell of tlie All-India Muslim licagne 
to mvesti^ate whether the vVardha Scheme would have the effect of preventing or 
circumscribing tlie progress of the Urdu language and Urdu script; and whether 
it would tend to obliterate or weaken the religions traditions and culture of Indian 
Mussalmans so that they might lose tlieir separate national identity and be moulded 
according to the political ideals of the Congress. 

The Committee was also entrusted with the task of finding out whether it is 
essential that Mussalmans should have their own se^iarate organisation for educa¬ 
tion, which should be under their own control and if so, how that could bo given 
effect to. 'Ihc report of the Committee which was presented to the Council of the 
I.eague was signed by the Kaja of Pirpur, Ur. Afzal Hussain Qadri, Karimur 
Eaza Khau and Prof. Syed Nawaliali. 

The Committee has found tlint llio Wardha Bcheroo would both prevent the 
pre^ess of the Urdu language and obliterate the religious traditions and culture 
of Mussalmans. For these reasons, the Committee recommends that Mussalmans 
must have compli tc control over their education as regards policy, finance, curri¬ 
culum and suitcrvisioii. 

Discussing tlic effect of the Wardha Si^heme on Muslim culture and traditions, 
the Committee says “Those vrlio have cx^oriciice on the working of the legislature 
in the Congress provinces are familiar with the callous disregard shown to the 
Muslim rci>r<'sc.iUiaive. We need hardly cmjdiasiso that legislations are carried with¬ 
out giving duo weight to tlie opinions of the Mussalmans. The experience gained 
in totalitarian states shows that the culture and separate individual existence of 
minority nations iius been undermined by the system of education and Muslim 
youth would be converted with uiiparciit use of force to the Congress creed by 
introduction of a similar system.” 

The CommiUi?e explains that a system of jirimary education bos been adopted 
in some countries as a means of wiping out the separate identity of various commu¬ 
nities and welding them into a cor]s>rato state ns well as to propagate the politick 
and ocononric principles of the party in control of the machinery of the state and 
for the conversion of iho yoiitli to the ideals of the party. ‘‘We are in no way 
condemning tlie iloctrino of non-violence, but in an educational sclieroe there must 
be scope for teaching different forms of ]x>Iitical doctrines. If from their childhood 
boys and girls are made to think in terms of superiority of non-violence, it may 
produce the same results as tlie doctrine of siijwiority of race has done in certain 
totalitarian States.. To base an education scheme on the creed of a leader of a 
political party is to import a method of wlucation tliat finds favour in totalitarian 
states and is dearty contrary to sound principlos of education. This will involve 
giving education a religioiia garb. It will cleaily imply the wcldiug of two nations 
into one synthetic culture by means of a system of primary education and will only 
facilitate the conversion of the youth to the ideals or tlie Congress. 

‘‘We think that in a country like India, a land of various nationalities, only 
that system of cdu--ation can be successful which is calculated to make a person 
understand the society of which he is a part and to create a great body of skilful 
people who would bo tolerant of oUier pwplc’s views. A system of education which 
emphasises the superiority of one political ideal over others will encourage 
intolerance” 
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The Committee demands the creation of an educational fund in every province 
for which contribution from the Provincial Governments of their due snare for 
Muslim education should be secured. To manafre this fund and to control, direct 
and supervise Muslim education, the Committee recommends the crealiou of an 
All-India organisation with a Central Education Advisory Board to assist it. 


Punjab Muslim Students* Conference 

Presidential Address 

The All-Punjab Muslim Students’ Conference commenced at Lahore on the Idth. 
Jannary 1989 under the presidency of Mr. Abdul Qayum, m. l. a., who in 
the course of his address declared : “A cry is raised in India that Islam is in 
danger. This cry is rmsed by those persons who have not made the slightest 
sacrifice in the straggle for tlie freedom of the counti-y but, on the other hand, 
supported British imperialism. The real danger is from such persons who act as 
the agents of British imperialism”. 

Mr. Abdul Qayum added that the spirit of democracy was innate among 
Muslims. He was sure that Muslima would take a great part in the coming struggle 
for the freedom of the country, for which they should prepare themselves from now. 
They were not joining the struggle for the freedom ot the country to please or to 
oblige Hindus. It was the bounden duty of Muslims to fight for the liberty of their 
country. They were not to figlit British imperialism only but all imperialistic 
powers in the world. 

Beferring to the Army Becruitment Bill, Mr. Abdid Qayum said that the 
supporters of the Bill misled the masses, saying that the Congress op|X)8ctl the Bill 
because Muslims wore in a majority in the army. This was not a fact. That 
argument had been advanced simply to justify their Bup]>ort to the Bill. 

Resolutions—9nd Day—Lahore—IStb. January 1989 

On the nest day. the 15th. January, Dr. Sai/uddin Kilchleto presiding, the 
Conference passed the following resolutions 

The Conference opjiosed the imi^ition of tlio proposed Federal Scheme and 
appealed to the Muslims and anti-imperialist forces in India to resist it tooth 
and ntui. 

By another resolution, the Conference demanded tbo overhauling of the pre¬ 
sent system of edneation and urged u]x)n the Government to ado]>t measures in 
order to make it more compatible with the present needs of the country. 

The resolution further demanded that recruitment to tlie Provincial Services 
and the Ministerial Establishment should be made from qualified candidates in the 
order of merit. 

Tbo next resolution condemned British policy in Palestine and sympathised 
with the Arabs. 

Another set of resolutions deroandcil the iroj'arting of free education npto the 
Martic standard and the teaching of the Urdu language ns a compulsory subject and 
the giving to English the same place as is enjoyed by it in other independent 
countries. 

The Conference also stressed tiie need for the establishment of a Military Col¬ 
lege in the Punjab, which should be ojicn to every educntccl person. It also called 
uiHin tlie Anjuman-i'Hamyat-i-Islam, lAborc, to utilise tbo collection of donations 
for the organisation of the Muslims, 

Dr. 8. K. Kitchlew, in bis concluding remarks to the Conference, said that 
those who raised the bogey of Islam in danger did not in fact understand the 
apirit and moral of the tenets of Islam, He appealed to the Muslims to rise above 
narrow communalism and to strive hard for the attainment of freedom for India, 
economically, politically, socially and religiously. In his message to the students. 
Dr. Kitchlew exhorted the Muslim studenls to build up strong character. Ho 
appealed for national solidarity and stressed the urgent need for a common 
platform—the creation of one nation and the rallying under one banner—and 
appealed particularly to the Muslims of the Punjab to contribute their mite 
towards the cause of the freedom of the country. 



The Convocation Addresses 

The Delhi University Convocation 

The following is the text of the Convoeation Address delivered by Sir Oirija 
^ankar Bajpai, k.b.k., C.I.E., i.e.s., Secretary to the Government of India in the 
Department of Education, Health and Lands at the Seventeenth Convocation of the 
University of I*elhi held on the 80th. March 1039 

It is customary, on occasions like the present, to render thanks for the honour 
conferred on the speaker. 1 am sufficiently humble to appreciate the honour aa 
such, and to thank you, Mr. Pro-Chancollor, for a privilege for which I have no 
special qualifications. Such academic diatinctions as 1 was fortunate enough to 
win in a ncighl>ouring University are now a dim personal memory; only' the 
archivist at Allahabad may, one unlucky day, have to glance through the official 
roi’ords of these in the process of weeding out the superliuous accumulations 
that time colbicts. And my official designation may best be compart to a showy 
cloak hiding a skeleton *, the Secretary to the Government of India in the 
l^partment of Education, Health ana l.anda now wields little influence over 
vitm educational issues. The arena for these is set in the great autonomous 
Provinces with whose Governments the requisite initiative and authority rest. At 
meetings of the Central Advisory Board of Education, once a year, he may watch 
these currents swirl up gently in the polite exposition of Provinciid Ministers. 
Apart from this annual glimpse, ho has to sit far away in the shadows. 

You can imagine, Mr. Pro-Chancellor, how presumptuous, and without 
profit^ to this_ distiueuished audience, my ai'ttcptance of your invitation would have 
been if the choice of the subject of my discourse had to bo limited to some 
question of educational policy or the higher academics. But your example, Mr. 
Vice-Chancellor, has provided me with a fortunate means of esc-ape from attempting 
what, for me, would have been (uiite an imi) 0 ssible task. Iwast year, in this very 
hall, and more recently at Lahore, yon have shown that other themes may be 
invoked without loss of interest or lack of propriety ; that those who, having 
completed their stmlies, are about to leave the University to face the world, may 
be exp^ted to bijgin to reflect on matters oUicr tlian education^ ideals and 
educational practice; to appreciate, no less, a recognition of their mental coming 
of age by an appeal to share the anxieties of us older men over more pressing 
and perilous issues than learne<l disqiiisilions on the somewhat arid niceties of 
educational reform, rounded oil with sonuruns periods of superior admonition. 
It seems only fair to remember that the great majority of those to whom 

Convocation speotlies are primarily addressed cease to take serious interest in 
education when they cease to be students; that life offers them other problems, 
intellcctaally no less attractive and of greater practical import. 

The subject of which 1 wish to speak to-day is power; not mechanical 

power, which is a branch of physical science, or spiritual power, which concerns 
religion, but temporal power, esiiecially tiic jmliticul power of tlie State over the 
individual; of the origiu of such power, of its purpose and its use. It is not 
given to everyone to speak of such matters with the clarity, the dignity, 
classic ease that have markol your two Convocation addresses. Sir Maurice. I, at 
least, shall not even aspire to what 1 know I cannot iiossibly accomplish. And 
from my audience 1 sliall crave, in advance, the indulgence without which the 
contrast in quality lictwecn what you said last year, and what I propose to say 
to-day, may break down ttieir reserves of patient courtesy. 

I have been led to choose this subject, partly by the title of a recent book 
from the pen of tliat brilliant writer, Mr. Bertrand Russell, and partly by tbo 

thoughts suggested, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, l>y some very wise words that you spoke 

the other day at a similar function in I,ahore. You will agree that the impact 
of the power of the State on the individual, and of capital on labour, constitutes 
Oic main problem to-day in the siihore of human ideals and human conduct. And 
it is not merely a theoretic problem, rarefitnl pabulnm for the philosopher and 
the sogc, but a practical problem for every one whose allegiance to the State, 
whose dealings with bis follow-men, whether as master or as servant, are 
relationships regulated, to some extent, by free and reflective jnd^ent, not 
servitudes imposed by coercive authority or acj-opted as obligations of immutable 
custom. You or I uccd not be a Locke or a Rousseau to probe into Uieee seemingly 
abstruse mysteries ; we owe it to ourselves, as thinking men, to answer the many 
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qacstions tbat (he demands of power press upon us, from many sides, with an 
urgency that would not brook much delay in answer. 

Power is one of those words, whfely used but vaguely understood, for which 
few of us can readily find a concise definition. Broadly, it may bo described as 
ability _ to produce an intended eflbet. All of ns, in our respective stations of life, 
seek this ability; the Quest is universal. And it is not necessarily immoral. 
Acton’s phrase—that all power corrupto—is too wide to be true. It is not the 
possession of power, but the use to which power is put, that, deterroiiics its 
morality. A person seeking the ability that a modest income confers to maintain 
himself and his family in comfort, to educate his children, to entertain, occasionally, 
a few friends, does not bdiave immorally. Ihe wealth of the Ro -krfellers. to 
the extent that it is spent on oficning hospitals in China or encouraging medical 
research in Great Britain, and not on breaking economic rivals, is a desirable 
possession. Capitalist wealth, controlled by corporative groin's instead of 
mdividuals or families, and devoted to such humanitarian ends as the welfare of 
workers, is an instrument of good. The (lolitical jower of the State, based on 
the consent of the governs, and used for peaceful purposes, is not only not 
objectionable, but essential for human progress. Hobbes’s conception of primeval 
man as a person living by himselt was probably never true historically. It is 
nmther true nor ideally desirable, for man can attain to his highest fiilfilment 
only 86 a memW of society and the association of men into a community 
necessitates the existence of a State. It is only when wo consider toe other part 
of Acton’s dictum, namely that absolute powei:.aorruptB absolutely, that we sec, 
in certain contemporary events, material for thought as to the correct mm and use of 
power. At Lahore, Sir, you compart some aspects of democracy and totalitari.mism. 
Your observations are, I am sure, too fresh in the memories of most of those 
present here to-day to need rcpotilion or paraphrase by me. For my prosont 
purpose, it would be sufficient to emphasise that, in its origin, toe power of both 
toe democratic and toe totalitarian State may be popular. Indeed, it is the proud 
claim of too leaders of the two mightiest anuioritarian countries in Europe that 
they attained to power on a wider basis of individual assent than the present 
head of any democratic State. For the sake of argument, that claim roiw be 
conceded, though much could be said against toe methods by which such sumago 
has been secunxl. I would only remark, in passing, that methods that dupe or 
destroy one’s freedom of clioice will rob assent of all title to that name and only 
convert it into an uneasy mask for what is, in reality, coercion. But, judg^ by the 
test of the purpose to which tolaUtariun power is put, it fails to satisfy any rational 
moral standard. ITicre arc not wanting ciithnaiaats whose admiration for the achieve¬ 
ments of Fas<'i8t or Nazi rule, toe mobilisatiou of an entire people for eflort directed 
to a common end, toe efficient devotion of its energies, in obaiieiice to one single will, 
to the attainment of that end, is honest and boundless. They sec true democracy 
in the equality of sacrifice that such a regime imposes on all except, perhaps, a 
chosen few: real moral grandeur in the discipline with which such equality is 
endured. But even these enthusiasts can give only one honest answer to too 
question What is the end of this supremo dedication of “body, will and soul”, 
namely that the ultimate end is domination, the complete ascendancy of a system or 
race over all others. Now, it isiiot enough to call tlie desire to dominateovU. Anatocmas 
carry their own condcmuatioii unless supported by reason. But wlmt Acton said of 
absolute power is true historically of oil experiments in domination. Unchecked 
power invariably ends by becoming arbitrary. Alexander did not survive his 
triumphs long enough to prove the truth of this moral, but all absolutisms in the 
history of toe world bear witness to it. The Empires of Persia and Rome and, in 
modern times, of Napoleon, are instance drawn from a fairly long muster-roll. 
In this, there is no cause for surprise. Where the individual is looked upon as 
the means to an end, and not an end in himself, the power of the State tunis 
into tyranny. Hereditary heirs to such power, abuse it for self-gratification. 
Persons who attain to it through revolution or conquest may, individually and for 
some time, use it for the benefit of a few or all of those over whom they can 
wield it. But the benevolence of these despotisms is short-lived. The substitution 
of oligarchies for individual docs not alter toe course of events. Plato’s 
^ilosophcr King, whether one or many, remains an ideal or a transient being. 
This brings me to toe next question : Power is sought and power exists. 
Is it necessi^? In the first place, is would bo well to recognise toat what man 
eagerly desires he will earnestly pursue. Instincts cannot be argued oat of 
existence, even if it were desirable that they should cease to be. But toe necessity 
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of ytolitktal pwor can bo iustiftml on moral grounds. As I have already said, 
man’s fulmmeiit can only coino through memborship of society, and orderly 
existence and dovelupmciit postulate the existence of an authority to guide and 
control it. Ncitlier can be achieved without power. Individual freeclom, ny which, 
as I hoi>e to show later, I set great store, would, in some, if not the majority 
of ns, tend to express itself arbitrarily and, therefore, dangerously, if it were not 
controlled and guided. Anarchy is no more desirable tham despotism. 

And so wo arrive at the next question What should be the true aim of 
the power of the State? The answer is simple. The uleal aim of such power 
must be to secure, to each Individual, the fullest op])ortunity for self-expression. 
The ultimate purpose of man is man himself. His life in isolation may, in Hobbes’s 
well-known phrase, tend to bec^omo “solitary, jioor, nasty, brutish and short”, but 
association with his fellows brings no salvation if, for the dangers of the unchec¬ 
ked, arbitrary behaviour of his neighbour, ho is to exchange the arbitrary authority 
of the State. In tlie one case, he has the option, and a s|X>rting chance, of 
successful self-defence; in the other, the option becomes unreal and the chance of 
successful defence extremely feeble. I con resist another man, but not a Leviathan. 
The |)Ower of the State must, therefore, Ite harmonised with the liberty of the 
individual. Bo £ir, 1 have spoken mainly of itoliiical ))ower. This has existed since 
the beginning of history. Ettonomic power, namely tha control by individuals or 
association of tlu^ raeiius of I’rttductioii, is a phenomenon peculiar to the mo<lern 
age. In tlic language of prosent-<luy cttiitroversics, this is compendiously described 
os capitalism. It is not my purpose to-day, even if tliis were relevant, to discuss 
the influence of ca()itaUsm over the )ioiitical state, the ambitions leading to 
violence and war which capitalism is alleged to dicrish and pursue, the enslavement 
of the manual wirkcr which it is supiiosal to seek and encompass. Nor shall I 
attempt a critical comparison of capitalism and communism; tne rival creeds for 
which, according to the protagonist’s point of view, are cldmed the power to 
attain millennial perfection or plunge the world into abysmal catastrophe. For 
the present argument, what is irai.>ortaul to recognise is that the concentration 
of productive power, whether in the hands of an individual or a group of them, 
produces iirobicms akin to those tliat arise between the individual and the State. 
These units of economic power profounly affect Uio lives of largo bodies of indivi¬ 
duals, wbcUier a» consumers or, more directly, as employees Every student of 
economics knows how prices may bo artificially raised by monoi>olics and combines. 
Strikes of workers, with which wo have now become fairly familiar even in India, 
arc frequent rouimders of labour’s claim to got more of the profits of productive 
eiitorpnse. The right use of i>ower, therefore, is as much the need of the economic 
as it is of the (lolitical world, enlightened appeasement must bo the purpose of 
both, if power is not to begot strife. That the State must ultimately regulate the 
relations of capital and labour does not detract from tlic truth of this conclusion. 
Class iiifiucncc, under any system of Government, colours both ccouomio outlook 
and eexmomiu policy. Even a communist Sttvte is no exception to this rule; only 
the domiiiani; class is different in such a State. Moreover, within the framework of 
policy, there is wide scope for administrative discretion, of which the right use is 
of fuudamcnlal iiuimriance. 

To sum lip the substance of ray thesis as T have tried to develop it so far, 
the quest of ixtliti. al ;wid ci'OMomic jtower is both an urge of human nature and a 
n»*csaity of eivilisaliou, Riitlitly used it is not immoral. It is evil only when 
directed to ends that curtail man’s legitimate freedom or corrupt his will, 'ilie 
crux of the matter, therefore, is how ])ower, be it political or economic, is used. 
To that, also, I have suggested an answer : it must seek to assure, to every citixen 
tlio fullest sco[ie for Belt-expression. And 1 submit that the attainment of this 
ideal depends iitxtn the character, the ethos, to use a Greek word which it is 
diffiiHilt succinctly to paraphrase, not of the few but the majority of a people. 
Earlier on, I said that the end of man is man himself; ho also holds tho key to his 
own salvation. Let me elaborate tho i>oint. Over the greater part of the world, the power 
of tho State depends on the Bup|X>Tt of its subjects. The purposes, for which that 
power may be used, must also depend ou tiio will of the people. No Government 
can, for long, pursue an aim which a majority of its subjects do not desire or are 
unwilling to work for. Totalitarian States are as much subject to this law as demo¬ 
cratic ; in tho last analysis, the common man can be master of both. It is true 
that ho is now beset by new temptations. The appeal of totalitarian propaganda is 
■ubtle and seductive. It stirs emotions which are the more powerful, because 
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they are primitive ; love of physical prowess, joy in battle, pride in victory and in 
the ascendancy of the tribe. For the freedom of his soul, man is invited to 
exchange absorption in a Stale which, it is clmmcd, must be benevolent, because it is 
omni]>otcnt. But these alluring sophistries only emphasise the ue^ for a clear percep¬ 
tion, by each of us, of the moral puriwse of the State and firm determination to seek 
and ensue it. It «'ill be asked—what do 1 mean by the word ‘moral’. Here again, 
compression is not easy. Morals have been the theme of much speculation and writing, 
since man began to think of his relations with his fellows. That those who have 
thought about these matters have not always agreed adds to the dilhcnlty of defini¬ 
tion, I’lato and Nieteche, for example, are poles apart in tiieir conception of morM 
values. But this diversity of opinion amongst the Olympians is no obstacle to a 

S lain statement that most reasonable people would accept. For my part, I would 
escribe morality as the active pursuit, singly or in co-operation with others, of 
personal fulfilment without arresting the fulfilment of some-one else ; the combina¬ 
tion of what Burke called the eiiiality of restraint with emulous endeavour to 
achieve the highest good of which a person may be capable. 1 venture to suggest 
that this definition will be found to be consistent wiUi any salutary principle of 
individual or international relationahit>8. When men live their lives in this spirit, 
they cannot hurt one another. If nations deal with one another likewise, the world 
will be a safer and a happier place to live in. Strife is born of a conflict of ambi¬ 
tions in which the rivals fail to recognise any point of view but their own. 

The scejjtics and the cynics will ask Is this a sane faith for any realist ? 
Is not life a struggle in which the weak must go under, and tiiose who wish to 
survive must either be fighting or prepared to fight ? I^inguage, tradition, raee, to 
say nothing of interest, divide maiikiud into warring groups ; they can never be 
harmonisea sufficiently to make universal and lasting jicaco anything more than the 
idle dream of visionaries. It is a point of view that one cannot ignore. Even 
within the last few days, we have had rude reminders of the swift mid ruthless 
swoop of arbitrary force, obeying no law but the promptings of its own wayward 
ambition. What is worse, a mere appeal to idealism will never convert those who 
reason thus. One can meet them with only one eftective argument ; that science 
has so jicrfectcd man’s armoury of destruction that modern war, on a world scale— 
and there arc signs enough that war, if it breaks out between the Great Powers 
will envelope tlio world—will leave iieltiier vanquished nor victors-only a desolation 
of death and suffering. On tins view, and tliosc who acclaim war may well ponder 
it, even the way of self-interest would seem 1o be the way of a humane and liberal 
morality. 1 do not claim any originality for what I have said; true originality is the 
prerogative of genius and genius is rare. And I have deliberately avoided giving 
local colour to ray remarks, as I am not discussing Indian politics, but the geuerm 
ethics of political and social conduct for the plain man. What I wish to urge is 
tliat never before, perhaps, in its history has the world been confronted with siudi 
perils as surround it to-day. These dangers threaten, not from side of nature- 
man’s control over the forces of nature was never greater—but because of man’s 
misconception of his obligations under a mistaken sense of values. Neither indiff¬ 
erence nor fatalistic resignation would befit the present crisis in tiie Itistory of 
civilisation, and an unaided I’rovidence will not avert disaster. Men and women, 
everywhere, must search their hearts and clear the eye of seductive but dangerous 
illusions. Even that would not bo enough. Each must strive, in his or her sphere, 
to temper to liberal ends the power that ultimately tiie State derives from the indi¬ 
vidual. The ideals and the endeavour of a Government are only the resultant of the 
will of its more active subjects. That is why each one of us can, in some measure, 
shape national and international destinies. The obligation and opportunity should 
be Buffieient inspiratioa to purposive effort. And the task would not be difficult if 
we would be honest with oursclvea in action as well as in thought. ’ 

What part can yoiu who graduate to-day from this University, play in leading 
the world to sanity and to peace V If you nave a true conception of the purpose 
of power, you may, I would beg leave to suggest, do a great deal by active example 
as well as by precept to ensure that power is rightly used. Youth has been 
as the season of revolt ; it is certainly the period of high energy and noble purpose. 
You are richer in these possessions than wo who have travellM farther along lUe’s 
appointed span. 



The Gurukul University Convocation 

The following is the text of the Convoofttion Address delivered by the Hon’ble 
Sri Sampurnttmmii. Minister of Education, United Provinces, at the thirtyseventh 
anniversary of the Gurukul University held at iJardwar on the 9tb. April 1989 

I am grateful to the authorities of the Gurukul for having kindly invited me 
to attend this fiiiietion. This enables mo to gratify a wish 1 formed long ago but 
have BO far been unable to fulfil. 

The OuTiikul is one of those noble edifices—1 am not speaking in a purely 
material sense—Aviuch the Arya Hama} has reared in the country. It is not neces¬ 
sary to be ail Arya Baraajist to aupreciatc tiic great value of a thing like this. I 
am myself a Saiiatan 1 diarmist but have no hesitation in admitting tliat like 
tliousands of other Hindus my outlook in life has been ])rofoundly influenced by the 
Hama] and some of thase great men who have owed it allegiance. The number of 
educated Hindus who have come uiicnnsuioiisly within tlio orbit of the Samaj’s in¬ 
fluence must be very large indeed. One may not agree with the tlieological doc¬ 
trines and mclaphysical theories of the Hama] but that it lias deeply inilueneed the 
sinritual . mcu'al diuiiuuuut of Uiiidii^ Huuicty goes without question. Those 
Bth'ial reforms for whieli tlio Arya Hama] was devised a decade or two ago arc now 
the aeceptod articles of faith of ‘ Hiiidn Hociety. 'J'his is mainly rcs|)onsMe for the 
]iracti<-al disap leaniiiee of that aiibigoiiisni which ]>revionsly marred the relations 
of these two sections of HiiKlua. Ko siieobiele could be more ]siiiifiil than that of 
a liillor fralric'did .luarrcl between |'uo|>lu wlio bold Uio same scriptures in venera¬ 
tion, uc«-e;.t the aiitlioriiics of the k.'iuic canons of law and morality, are proud of 
tlic same eiillurc. Foriuiialely for tis all, those days are gone, never to return. 

Not only IMiidus imt otliers who had and have fundamental diQurenees of opinion 
w'ilh tlicm would untiesitatingly iulinil, tlie greatness oi tlio ]inrsoimlities of some of 
tliosc men who Inno asso. iuKHl with the Arya Hamaj so long ns society attaches any 
value to one ji. iiiiislncss. sacrilice and patriotism. Hiirely everyone will bow bis head 
in memory of men like Lain !.ajpat liai, Swami Hbriulbantind and Midiatma Hansmj. 

Altiroiigh there are several institutions working to-day more or less on tlio 
same lines as you ate, tliis Gurukul is, I believe. Iho oldest of them all and we are 
all watching lids experiment witli interest. Our countiy and particularly our Pro¬ 
vince has been noted for its love of learning. Wo have ancient seats of learning— 
Kashi, for instance, of whi.di 1 have the honour lo be a humble eilisen-ot which 
any country m.iy well be tirond, cities which iJie University towns of the west can¬ 
not rival in any respect. 1 liousaiids of students still receive education tliero at the 
hand of 8;'hfiliirs who do tlse work not iiecausc they consider it a sacred duty to 
hand on to others the torcli of knowledge ivliich they have received from their pro- 
ceiUors. h’lir want of Htute supivirt, this system has fallen on evil days but what 
still remains is a romimlcr of ivhat it must nave been in its days of gloiy. 

In the Gurukul you ate carrying on tlie exjieTimcnt of combining tlie old 
and the new iiininiig a University on ancient lines under present-day oonditious. 
Here yon liavc no; only made tiio alUmipt to imi'art higher education iii Hindi 
but you arc makiii!..: your students live very much in tlio way students lived in the 
Gurukul of oh', how, the life of the student, is a i>rci>!iration for the life of the 
lioiisolioldcr and very iiiiich on the same lines. 'J'liis was so in ancient India, 
'.riio Hrahmachiiri lived anuini!: Vainnirasthis and bis food, mode of dress 
and daily routine ilid ii.)t ditlcr very materially from those of tlie ordinary 
citizen. To-day ir. is lUiVorcut. The life inside the Gurukul is lived in a plane 
aiiparcntly en'ircly ditrcriait from that of tlic ivorld outside. This is liiiblo to 
prodneu one of tw *.a psychological read ion s: either an inferiority complex or a 
suiicriorily i-oniplcv. fltaii is gregarious and one essential condition for social life is 
similarity! 'i'liis Kimilurity makes one ill at «isc and one tries to find some kind of 
an explanation for it. 1‘lither one intaginoa oneself to bo an object of satire and con¬ 
tempt to othc; i cople and dovclot's a defensive allilude of demonstrating one’s 
equality to others, picking up insults where none are iiitcndol or, on the other hand, 
one imagines oneself to be. iuiiucnsely siiiicrior to otlicrs where criticism has no value 
end must 1)0 tioiiti (I with contempt. Either frame of mind is unsocial. 1 hope yon 
keep a watch on tl is. 

I sliall not say much about your syllabus and teaching. Here, as in other 
educational iiistilutions, questions like these must have arisen: Should Hcicnce be 
made a coinputsory subjet't ? Is it worthwhile teacliiiig literature ? At what stage 
sliould specialization begin 't We in this l*rovinco have entered a period of great 
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changes in the field of education. True, most of these changes lie in what is called 
the field of primary education but they arc sure to affect all aspects of education 
in the end. You will no doubt be taking an interest in this aspect of our national 
life. I should like to refer briefly to tlie demand that we should recognize the 
Onrukul degrees. The question is before the Government and we shall announce 
our decision shortly. 

Hiere is one question which has assumed great importance of late, the question, 
namely, how far eclucation should be coiiirolled by the State. In so far as control 
means merely seeing that accounts are preperly kept and that the institution is 
doing the work for which it was started, there cannot be two opinions. The State 
represents the public and must see that all bodies to which public money is con¬ 
tributed work pro|)eily. All institutions, registered and unregistered, aided and 
unaided, those whoso degrees arc recognisoil and those whose dt^rees are not, must 
submit to Slate control to tiiis extent. No institution wliich derives advantage from 
the overly conditions created and maintained by the Stale should grudge the 
State tMs power of general aiijiervision. But control to-day means much more than 
this. Ijook at what is happening in Germany to-day. The State determines not only 
toe age at whii^ education should begin, the numbers of those who shall be edu¬ 
cated but also who shall teach, who shall study, how teaching shall be given. 
Teacher and taught must be pure Aryans which means that they should be able 
to prove non-Jewish ancestry at least up to their great grand-fathers and groat 
grand-movers on both sides. I have scon extracts of eome_ lessons on grammar and 
geograpliy for children in the primary clo-sscs. They are designed to make them good 
Nazis, people who refuse to acknowledge that any useful contribution to world 
culture can be or has been made by nou-Nordics, particularly Jews, and are firmly 
convinced of the siqicriority of the Gorman race and all that it stands for. This 
goes on right up to the UnivorBily, Wo in this country have some experience of 
tile results of such teaching. The history we learnt at school was designed to create 
the impression that llindus and Muslims are ntlcrly alien to each other, tliat the 
people of India have almost always liecn a subject nice and that they never knew 
real peace and concord before tlic advent of the British. We lost all confidence in 
ourselves as a nation. Whore the State undertakes such regimonted teacJiing in an 
organised manner, the results are Ixinad to be striking. A man with iieculiar 
attitude on life is being created. And wo must remember that the same attempt 
is being made, with more or less success, in every totalitarian country. This is 
bound to lead to an intensification of national pride and prejudices, and consequent¬ 
ly to wars and tearing un of treaties. But is this to be allowed to go on ? Is 
tnere to be no standard of values common to all civilized mankind ? Are truth, 
virtue, morality, to have a different moaning iu every country, in every continent 7 
If so, how will commerce and cultural exchange between peoples be possible 7 Aro 
culture and civilization doomed to perish to-day 7 

Analogous, and equally imiiortant, perlmps, is the question how far education 
is to bo regulated by the tenets of any mrticiilar religion. For instance, you, here, 
look upon the Sruti as revelation. Whatever docs not seem to accord with your 
intoriirelation of the Sruti must uoocssarily be wrong, for the word of God is self- 
evident Truth: all else requires demonstrations. Science is eveiyday studying 
phenomena and framing hypothesis wiiich in some cases may appear to come into 
opjiosition with scripture. In such a case, one of two tilings happens. Either an 
attempt is made to distort scripture and its iulcrprctation and make it to convoy 
meanings which will some how embrace the results of scientific research or to 
denounce outright the theories of the scientist. We have soon both things done. 
The first is unfair to scripture, the second to science; fhe first degrades religion, 
the second stifles the advance of kiiowhsige. Wc know that even in advanced 
America, the teaching of Evolution is tals>,i in some institutions and I shall not 
be surprised if, nearer home, sonic educational institutions try to subject their staff 
and students to some kind of a searching religious inquisition. The result can only 
be hyjiocrisy and cant, Kssciitially of course 'I’ruth is one and, if scripture is really 
revealed knowledge, truth in the laboratory and truth in the pages of Holy Writ 
cannot be different things. But 1 submit tiiat no attempt should be made at 
arbitrary reconcilatiou and what is worse, on a priori grounds, to sacrifice one at 
the alter of the other. This would be bad both for science and religion. 

But having said this, I must hasten to add that I strongly feel that while 
knowledge and the spread of knowledge «. «. education, in a broad sense, should 
not be tied down either to the chariot wheel of the Htate or to those of a religions 
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dogma, it should not bo aimless, us it is to-day. The great defect in mo<lern 
society is that life has no aim, no giml. 

■ITic individual works for liis self-aggrandisement and thcorolieally ho puts 
no limits to the liounds of bis ambition. This is equally true of nations and 
States, We see a iicvi'ctual war of each against each and of each 
against all, unbridled competition is the law of life. Tliis accounts for 
the fact that in sjiilu of all tlic tremendous advance in knowledge mode 
in m«nt years, we Inive not been able to banish disease and poverty from 
our midst. Ages ago, tiic Aryans of India, devised a scheme of life which, 
whatever its shortcomings in the world of to-duy, was a complete and self-consis¬ 
tent scheme. Tliere was a work for every man and a man for every work. The 
life of every individual and of every group fell into its placo in this scheme and 
was regulated l>y it. A man inul the greatest freedom or thought and action—no 
one bothered, for instance, abniit otiicr iiropics’ theological beliefs-consistent wi^ 
the Varnasuram Dharma. To-day, tlic Udders of Socialist tliought~-Marz and 
Engels and Lenin—have placed aiiolher scheme of life before 
us. ^ese two schemes are diilcreiit from each other iu a hundred different 
ways but they have this in common that they substitute order and 
co-operation for anarchy and the law of uie jungle. They teach 
that a man’s worth is to lie mciisiired by the sacrifice he makes in 
the service of others, not liy the money he earns. It is absurd to talk of the 
individual as an entity apart from society. .Society consists of individual and the life 
of the individual finds its functions and completeness only in society. It 
is absolutely necessary, therefore, tliat we should have a com b-to picture of the 
kind of socioty, the kind of man wo want, and education should Uien proceed 
to mould men af.cordingly, Huch a picture cannot be Irased on tlic efforts of 
imagination of a brilliant thinker nionc: it will have to be based on a |>hilo8ophy 
of life by which all the activities of mcti and groups of men will be co-otdinat^. 
The Aryan has Itis Vedanta mid his doctrine ot Karma; tlie socualist has his 
theory of dialf'ctieal materialism and his materialistic interpretation of History. 
The truth may lie in cither or both or ncitlicr of these systems of thought but 
mankind must get itself to the task of evolving u rational scheme of life bas^ on 
a rational, comprehensive philosojiby. It is the alisencc of sucli a basis of conduct 
that jierraits the man of science to seil bis knowledge to the selfish capitalist and 
allows intellectual and materbd rtflourecs which could convert this earth into 
paradise to bo used for purposes of wholesale destruction. The roan of science must 
realise that ho is tlio Tlvaliinan of to-day : he must not prostitute his knowledge 
for base ends or else it will destroy him and the world iu which ho lives. This is 
the greatest, problem of to-day, if culture ami civilisation arc to be saved and the 
responsiliility of tliosc of us wiio have anything to do with education is great indeed. 

I should like now to address a few words to the graihmtcs who are leaving 
the Gunikid to-day, after taking their degrer*. I wish you all a long life and 
all happiness ami prosperity, tite fnilcst realiwition of the four Purusharthas. 
May no sorrow or failtire cross your iwth in any corner of the universe slightly 
altering the woids ot the Bniti, 

‘May the J leavens aliove and the Earth Imlow give you abhaya (absence of 
fear, disapixtinfment, failure), may the intervening space give yon abhaya, may 
you have abhai,a, in front and behind, almvc and below.’ May yon prove worthy 
houselioldcrs and oitixens. ' 

There is advice which can be given to graduates in all ages and times. In 
the words of the tfpanishad, sjx'ak the truth, practise Dharma, show reverence 
to your parents and your prcceiitors, repay the tnfio debt to the gods, the Rishis 
ana the fathers. Work not for reward but for a sense of duty, for the service of 
humanity. Ail tins is sound advice and you have to take it to heart but you will 
have to interpret it according to tlio eircumstanecs in which you find yourselves 
to-day. India is very ncm- the attsinraent of Bwarnjya and 1 speak with all the sense 
of eoiifidenco of which 1 cm eapabic tliat no j>ower on earth can keep us in 
bondtqre much longer. But tncie are still impediments and they will require 
sacrifice and tupnaya to overcome tJicin. The mciiBure in whicJi yon give evidence 
of these qualities will bo the measure of the extent to which you have utUi^ 
your stay at the Gurnkul. But the preservation of Swarajya will require greater 
sacrifices, it will demand higher self disidplirie imd greater strength of chOTactcr. 
I hope none of you will be found wanting in this hour of trial. You will be 
engaged in different professions, following diffcioat walks of life but I hope all 
}he spiritual, intellectual and malcrial resources of every one of yon will Mwaya 
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be dedicated to the service of the motherland. There is such ap]ialling poverty, 
ignorance, superstition to overcome and it is a thankless task as all those who 
have any experience of public life know very well. And there is the great virus 
of communalism whicn is eating into the vitals of our bwly ]K>Utie. Hindus and 
Muslims—sons of the same ancestors, siienking the same language, following very 
much the same customs-are being taught to regard thcinsclvcs us members of 
different races, different nation.alitics and there are wilil talks of cutting of the 
country into regions bastid on tiicsc divisions. Heavy is the rcBiionsibility of 
those who teach stich doctrines. It is a tragedy that a few self-seekers should 
in this way be able to jcoiiurdizc the )>est interests not oidy of the country at 
large but of those commumcies wliose interests Uiey ]irofcsH to serve. 

But apart from the rciirehcnsildo activities of such iieople, our problems arc 
diiHcult enough in all conscience. Every country wliicli establishes a new regime 
as a result of a tiolitical rcvoltitioii luis to pass througli a period of reconstruction 
which is a much more diillcuU task than destruction. But our task is heavier 
than that of others because we have to <tcal with large ninsscs of people following 
different religions and at dilFcrcnl ciiitnral levels. In onr own Trovinee, we 
have the large Hindu majority and (ho not negligible Mnsiini minorily; classes 
culturably as advanced as tlic highest classes elsewhere and tribes which 
have little to distiugnish them from ilic wild men of tlic Central Indian 
Jungle. Russia and China harl somewliat similar problems but Ihetu the various 
groups wore geographically separate units. Here there is greater inter-iningling, 
greater inter-dcpcudcnce. If wo ean solve onr problems, we. shall sot an example 
to other lands. In this respect, the responsibility of tlic llimlu majority is great, 
ind^. There can be no sacrifice of principles but we have (o show infinite 
patience and tolerance to win tlic eonfiJeneo of fhc minorilies living in our midst, 
so that they may feel assured that their interests are safe. Our provineo jiobsrsbos 
the Great centres of Hindu and Muslim cnlturc—Ik'iiares, Alialmliad, Ajodliya, 
Mathura, Lucknow, Agra- and we liave to forge a great Indian culture to which 
all shall have coiilribuled, of which ali sliatl be proud. 

But India is not isolated from the rest of the world. We arc not only 
witnesses but actors in a great drama. The great iiowcrs, iiarticniiivly Biitain and 
France which should have acted as the guardians of the liberties of weaker States, 
have betrayed them and wo see, as a consequence, the rai'O of Abyssinia, Ozecho- 
Blovakia, Spain and China. The natural result has followed: they have increased 
their own diflieuities and added to the atmosphere of general nnrest, and mutual 
distrust. No one know8_ wliat will hapiicn. Any tiny a war may break out anti 
we may be asked to fight in defence of tlic jirincipicB of democracy which we do 
not ciiwy in our own conntiy, even in the limitetl sphere of provincial udministra- 
tioii. It is farcical that those wlio have no control over their own economic or 
military policy should be called ujion to take an active jmrt in disputes which 
will decide tlie fate of iuiloiicndent people but it is iione-tlic-less a fact. As to 
what we should do in these circumstances, is a question for political bodies 
to decide: here, I am only asking jou to take slottk of the world situation. 

These are not merely academic questions : they have a vital ira|)ortancc for us. 
Is this state of affairs to continue f If it is, we, on attaining Swaraj, shall have 
to engage in the same dirty game: we sliull be as much responsible, ns any 
other nation, for the tears of the widow and the orphan ; against us also will 
rise the_ curse of the halt and the maim, the hungry and tlic naked. Surely such 
Swaraj is not worth having. Wo have to set ourselves to the task of eroating a 
new world-outlook, a uew world in which o.\ploitation of man by man shall 
not exist, in which work shall bo a joy, in which each shall find his happiness 
and prosperity in the happiness and prosjHirity of all, in whieli nation shall 
co-operate wim nation for the common goo<l of mankind. This sounds like a 
dream but it is a dream which mankind has been dreaming all down the ages. 
The Puiarms speak of Uitarakuru ; other coantrics have had their utopias. I am 
not advocating any fanciful utopia but wliat too present advances in scientific 
knowledge have brought abundantly within tiie bounds of possiliility, if only we 
would _8gree to live like human beings. This is the true spirit of Aryan culture. 
It requires that each one shall realise his identity with the all of which he is an 
organic part. It is a dream which it is well worth our while to make on attempt to 
materialise. It is only in such a world that every one can realize his highest sdf, unfold 
his greatest potentialities. 1 hope every one of you will hear this call and set himself to 
this task, according to the measure of his abilities. 1 wish you all strength and success. 



The Calcutta University Convocation 

A spirited defonce of the nobicvemeiitB end gifts of the Calcutta University 
against iinijifornied critics wjis made by tlie Vice-Chancellor, Khun Bahadur 
Azizul Haijuc in ihc course of his address at the Animal Convocation which was 
held at Ute Presidency College ground on the lltb. March 1939. In the course of 
his address, tlio Vice-Chancellor said :— 

“To carry on the vast magnitude of work in the whole circle of mental and 
moral phiiosojihi lal and liisunical sciences, and the ever-growing groiiiis of 
physical and naiural scicncca in all tJ»c variety of their ornnehes wo have to 
depend at prcscii'. on 12 iirofossors, '19 IccinrcrH, two assistant lecturers and (id 
teachers outside the grade in the arts section anil 12 iirofcssors, 27 lecturers, 17 
assistant lecturers and 12 toadicrs outside the grade in the science section which 
includes applied mathematics. Tn addition, services of 22 honorary lecturers in 
the arts dcpartmiut mid 20 honorary lecturers in the science dcpartmiait are 
reiluisitioned from various colleges and other institutiuiis. On Uie basis of the 
actuals of lS)27-2t we have roughly to s)h'ii<I about Ks, 12,r)0,000, nnnuully for 
die ))iirpoBe of tca( liiug and research, 'i'lie fees from Btndciits fetch an income 
of roiiglily Its. 1,70,(.K0, while receipts under various endowments come to about 
lis. l,00,ra(i. The liuiance of ueiu-ly Its. 9,&l),000 lias to be met from the general 
funds of the university. 

“VVe have now no Bcii.nfe Hall adequate lo hold tltc eonvocntioii. Gur record 
rooms arc U;rribly congested. 'J'lie library ilaily reqiiircB cx)inusion. Our Inboralorirs 
and buildings are scattered all over tiic town. Tcnebing clnssrs ennuot be 
extended. Hooms aie not available for all the biiuiehcs of higber studies and 
researeh. A new planning is tlierefoie the iiumMlialc end of all our rcquircmciifs. 

“Nolxaly will accept to-day that the university is merely lo fcaeJi tlu'ories and 
not to traiu students in the application of llieso theories, that we should eoiiline 
our work nicrtly to siu<ly and analysis, to teaching the more basic j>iiriri)>les, wiUi- 
out a eon'cspondiiig touch with tlie fimdamcntal ecoiioinie and iinhistriiil needs of 
the cotintiy. Hueli evities goiierally, with an alnindaine of their only gift ridicnio 
and irony, arc impatU'iit of what they call our expansion hut arc generally bliiul to 
the ai'liievcments and gifts of (ho nuiveJHily ; tlicy arc alike deaf to the rail of 
Uie future, 'lliey ilo not realiKO the past aclncvcmcnts of this uuiversity, nor even 
get a grasp of the imiilioaiiuns for tcaciiing and rescarcli in the university fur the 
luduBlrial ami eultural development of the jiooide. 

“Put tliosc who arc able to appraise fuels and lessons of history in their proper 
T'orspeefive will iidinil that tliis iiiiivorsity has not only been the pioneer, but most 
forward in advain iiig Ute cultural mH-ds of the people. The whole stjucturo of our 
national life and Ihuiight has been ]irufoiuKUy allwtted by the university. It has 
extended tlie bounds of Immnn kiiowicilgc and it has made tlie people value and 
appreeiatc tlie arts, literature and scieiiee. It has given leaders of men for the 
ilillerent politieal, economic, social, industrial and seicntilio acthities of the iieoplc. 
Kevolutionary changes are distinctly nsible in the structure and organization of 
society. Are we tci remain content with pioneer works and add no supersructure ; are 
we not to provide for greater facilities for more knowleilgo and are we not to create 
opportunities for further etmlies ami research ? Rut such work requires considerable 
outlay of money and no university in the world has the power of taxation. The 
sources of its income, aiiart from the income limited to fees and other miscellaneous 
receipts, must necessarily depend upon Btate grants, generous endowments and eon- 
trilmlions from the pco)>le. If the country has lo lie bciielitcd from work within the 
university, it can legitimately expect money from the Btate as well as from private 
persons for all necessary expansion and jiropcr maintenance. If industries liavo 
beneriled In the past from studies uml resoaivh in the university, getUiig them 
protits and dividinids, one euii reasonably expect funds from these industrial con¬ 
cerns to carry on further work. Can tlie oest of tlie universities, (lie best of scholars, 
the best of teachers, the best of curricula do any thing if there is not enough 
laboratory space and if the research grants are tiot adequate ? 

“My special appeal is iiarticulariy directed to those notable firms and indus¬ 
trialists of this proviuce who have not only the ability to pay but also have ability 
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to appoint a large number of our trained Bcientidc men and scholara under them 
for reaearch in specialised work and I trust that they will realize that this is a 
question of national importance. If they fail, the responsibility of the future will 
not be at the door of the university. 

“In this connexion may I pointedly bring to the notice of all concerned the 
necessity of providing greater opportunities of employment and avocation for our 
highly educated and trained young men to which their training, culture and 
academic attainments fully entitle uiem. Unless Bengal is developed industrially, 
unless there are opportunities for our trained men to be employed in many different 
branches of industries, commerce and business, it is futile to expect tliat this 
province will be able to make any great head-way in the progressive develui>ment 
of India.” 

The Vice-Chancellor dwelt briefly on the work being done in the different Post 
Graduate l^partments and referring to the l>epartment of History stressed ^e 
importance of having a survey of tiic ectonomie, social and cultural history of mediae¬ 
val India. ‘‘The history on India”, he said, “is a ^_eat heritage to each and every one of 
us. We have to introduce a new' vision in our history which will make Hindus and 
Moslems realize that to-day tliey belong essentially to the culture of India as a 
whole. It is from this point of view that historical studies are to be organized in 
future, but it ri^uires a number of additional men and staff to take up the vast 
amount of materim that is now lying about especially dealing with the Islamic 
period. 

“In connexion with higher post-graduate studies we are gradually realizing the 
necessity of properly organizing Islamic studies within the university. That cannot 
be done merely by the study of the Aroiiic and the Persian languages. The univer¬ 
sity is situated in a province where Moslems form more than half of the total 
population and it is only an inevitable ixinscquence of higher edmation the Moslems 
should keenly feel the necessity of having a fuller scope for their intellectual and 
academic activities witliin the university. 

“It is eminently desirable that, under the guidance of the university, Moslem 
students should be so educated that, whilst being fully imbued with the modern 
spirit and animated by progressive and sideiitific ideas, tlioy may also fully know 
the creative thoughts m Islam without in any way forgetting tlmt they belong to 
Bengal and to India. 

"India is formed of different races and cultures. Hinduism, Buddliisro, Islam 
and Christianity have all played their part in diverse ways and manners. India 
has bad the impact of teoc.hings from both the East and the West. Work within 
the university should tliercforo, be so planned that there may bo a critical study 
of all the cultural streams of Indian life. In tho highest interests of education in 
this province, Moslems and Hindus should both co-operate, one considerately 
respectful of the other’s convictions, always ready to preserve their individual 
cultural tniditious within the wider frame-work of the university’s corporate life. 

“That will truly bring in a spirit of harmony and concord and will remove 
antagonism, hostility and conflict. Diversities of races, cultures and religions will 
then be harmonized into one national outlook fur India. 

“Thme is another aspect of the problem which I should refer to in this con¬ 
nexion. It is the paucity of Moslems in the science closscs. lliore are at present 
only three Moslem students in the Stii-year science class out of a total of 156 and 
three out of 121 in the 6tli-year science class ; wliile tho averse of annual passes 
in the Intermediate Science Examinatiou during the lust six years has not exce^ed 
100. and the number of B. Sc., has been less than 20. This is a serious matter 
and early attention of all concern should be directed towards this.” 

Addressing tho graduates, tlie Vice-Chancellor said ’’Play your part nobly in 
the task of reconstructing our national life. Let us have supreme faith in our 
traditions and past. Let us all remain csscntiully an Eastern and an Indiau nation. 
Let us not abandon tho priceless treasure of our own cultures. Be worthy of your 
degrees and keep the map of this province and this country before you in your life 
aud career. 



Trade, Industry & Commerce in India 


JANUARY—JUNE 1939 



Indian Trade in 1937—38 

London Commissioner’s Report 

The trade conditions in the United Kingdom, Fraitce, Germany, Italy, 
Norway, Sweden, Denni itk. Belgium, Holland, the United States of America, 
Ai^entina, Brazil, Japan and India are surveyed' in relation to Indian trade and 
commerce in the report on Uio work of Sir David Meek, the Indian Trade 
Commissioner in Ijondon, during 1937-38, published on the 19tb, Janaary 1939. 

“India being prodoininanlly an agricuUnral eountiy, the prosperity of her 
trade”, says the Deputy High Commissioner of Imlia in Loudon commenting on 
the retwrt, ‘‘is dependent on world commodity prices. In 1930-37 she derived the 
full benefit of tlie progressive rise in commodity prices. To some extent this boom 
was due to an element of speculation and a rail in prices was inevitable. But the 
decline in tlic early months of 1038 was so steep tliat the exports fell off considrea- 
bly both in quantity and value. In (varticular tlie position in regard to wheat was 
most unsatisfactory, the price having drup(>cd to so low a level as to precdiide the 
possibility of further cx|iort on a large scale. 

“Bimilnrly, India’s cx|)orts of linseed and castor seed have dwindled considera¬ 
bly in the early months of 10;f8. India has lost ground to other ox|>orting coiintries, 
mainly the Argentine. In raw lOtton and cotton waste there was a slight 
improvement in 1937, but tliis was followed by a serious dodine in the first quarter 
of _19i!8, which was due to Amcricjin cointietition, reduced demand from .iairnn 
owing to the Bino-Japauese war and tlic dilliculi.ies experienced by tlie Lanc.asliiro 
cotton industry. Biinilarly, tlie e.xpirt of wool, wliic.li showed an encouraging 
expansion in 1937, rcgistercrcd a heavy dtwllne^ during (.he first quarter of 19.38. 

“There was a considerable dtxtrouso, Imth in qiuintity and total value, in the 
export of shellac, seedlac and sticklac, the prices being most disappointing. The 
same unfortuuace tendency is noticeable in the case of base metals, brass ami 
copper Imving droppwl by 47 i>cr eoiit during the year, tin by 42 per cout, lead by 
50 jHsr cent and zinc by 50 nor cent. 

“Bnt there tu'o a tew nright patclics in an otiicrwisc gloomy piiitnrc. The 
exjiort of tobacco from India sUowwl an improvement throughout the year under 
review, the iin|>orts to the United Kingdom during the first qiiartcr of 1938 being 
Valued at £131,705, as against .030,370 in the corresponding quarter of 1937. Provided 
the quality is improved, tlioro is no tbubt that I ndian tobacoo has a bright future 
in the United Kingdom market. There was also a furtlier increase in the iimiorts 
into the United Kingdom of decorticated grouuduul.s and in feeding stufls for 
animals, e. g,. rice dust and meal, grouadunt cake and meal, linseed cake and 
meal. In sjutc of the general recession tlicro was a large increase in the imports 
of pig iron, while manganese ore continual to api>rcciate in price, uccumpanird by 
an increase in Indian extorts of this commeslity. 

“Tlio trade in Indian OArpets was also encouraging, and the improvement in 
exyort was maintained right tlirou! 1> (.he year, liulia is now tlie largest Bupi)lier 
of carpets and floor rugs to the United Kingdom. For Indian (indudiug 
Barman) limber, 1937 was a record year and the ileraand in the United Kingdom 
for gurjiin and the silvergrey wood from the Andamans continues to be for 
satisractory.” 

Bpcamng of Indhm agriculture and industries, the Deputy High Oommisslonor 
of India says: 

“Generally speaking all the crops were satisfactoiy. While there was a 
shrinkage in Uio area under rice, liiisccd, sugarcane and jute, Uiorc was an 
increase in the acreage under wheat, cotton and groiindiiiits. The I'roteclod 
industries continued to do well. The iron and steel industry witnessed another 
prosiicrouB year. Although the cotton' growers did not do well, owing to the fall 
in exports, the cutton textile industry sliowal markal progress during the year. 
The cement and paiior industries also showixl signs of exiiansion. The sugar 
industry was threatenal with over-production, bnt tlie action taken by the 
Governments of tlie two provinces in which the industry is concentrated, viz.. 
United Provinces and Bihar, to stabilise the price of both sugarcane and sugar has 
had a Btcadyiiig effect. 

“Of the inauatries which are not protected, rubber and tea come under a 
special category, hiasmucli as production and export in the case of rubber and 
export in the case of tea arc related by international agreement. During the year 
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1937-;13 there wan a il'‘.c.rme in (he prices of riiltbcr, which was checked by the 
rciliiction of the iiermissiblc e.\|iortiiblc i>creciitaKe. There has been nn increase in 
coi)smn|>tir>u, |>iiriuaihirly in (.iermany iiikI the United Kingdom. But in spite of 
tl)c low i)ricc, at least from the producer’s |H)int of view, attempts continue to be 
made in som(! l•Ollntric■^ to increase tlie prudiitioii of synthetic rubber. Up to now 
the iirice fiu'tor (Miitinues to lie in favour of ll>o natural lu'otluet. 

‘The tea ind istry completed the first quinquennial period of regulation, and 
the ])articipaliug countrum have agreed to extend the period for another five years 
on the same qioias as the previous (treiod. 'i'he International Tea Market 
Expansion Board are making strenuous elforts to stimulate tea drinking, and during 
the year the consi mption of tea increased consi<lcrably in the United States. The 
price has remained more or less stable, hut (here was some apprehension that the 
increase in the import duty on tea in the United Kingdom would alTect Empire 
growers, more espiic.ially tlio prisliiccs of high grade tea. 'J’he Indian tea industry 
IS highly organised and sltoiild be in a t>oHilion to take advantage of the higher 
liermissible exiHirt pcivcntagc fixed for 1938-80. 

“Tlic colfco industry was adfadeil by tin; decision of the Government of Bra¬ 
zil to allow fi'iH! competition and to reduce the e.xjort tux. As a result, the world 
price of cottec fell liy aliout 4U per cent in the first quarter of 1938, as compa¬ 
red with the correspoii.ling quarter of 1937. Gonsumption increased in Eurojic, 
but there was a lioavy d(H‘.liue in the United States. The consumption of Indian 
colFcc ill tile Uuiicd Kiiigdum has Ijccu falliiig since 1914 but iii 1937-38, there 
has linen an increase in the sales of Iiulian eoifee, and the pritais obtained 
have also liecn favourable, wlion eemparoil with the prices obtained for other growtiis. 

"Of the industries which are not protcctcil the most important are tlio coal 
and jute industries. 'I'lie former witnessml a general revival after a prolongeii 
period of depression, but for the jute industry the year under review was the 
jHKirost in its Kistoiy. Tlic dilHciilties of tlds industry are due to internal 
com|iotiliou and the faUtu'c of the maiiiifacturers in India to arrive at any 
agreomeiit among tlicniselvos on tlio question of production. Fortunately, the julo 
growers did not riiircr to the same extent as cotton growers.” 

Ill Ins survey of the economic conditions of dilferent coiuilrios, the Trade 
Cominissiunei' finds that the lo(al value of world triulo for 7(1 countries during the 
year 1937-;^ was 29,9ci3,(XW gold dollars as against 25,!x)4,(X)0,(X30 in 193(5-37, an 
increase of 4,1-8,itX),UK). 

The fiscal year 1937-38 bowevetj closed with falling off in all directions, 
as illustrated by the Index of shipping freight rates which fell from 118,9 in 
February (1998-1913=100) to ll')..o in March. The volume of idle shipping in 
British ports nearly doubled itself from Jiccerober 1937 to March 1938. 'i'he 
Aiiglo-Italian Agreement, I’residcnt RoosoveU’s decision to resume large-scale 
Government expenditure, tlic iuterdciioudeuce of the United Kingdem markets—all 
these infiiieiiced trade. 

'I’lu! year 1937-38 was a very prosjicrous one for Great Britain, but closed 
with considcraldc slackening in all but two or threo industries. The production of 
]ng-irou rose; so did its imixu't, as also the production and imjioTts of iron and 
steel. The coal industry lirnl an excellent year. Shipping freight continued to 
rise from Maivli (ill Scptcmiior 1937 declining afterwards. The motor building 
indiislry hiul a good year. The aircraft industry was stimulated by Government 
rearmament. 

Amongst tlic trades wliich liad an unsatisfactory period were the Lancashire 
cotton iiidustry—production in March ]9;58 was a little more than 60 per cent of the 
capacity—and tlie woollen (extile industry which worked short time. ‘I’he hosiray 
trade was depressed ; so wiw the jute triule, though rayon industry remained quiet. 
On tlie luaiiufactiiriug side (he electrical industry ttlsu showed a slight depression. 

“'riic total value of imiKirts into the Uiiitcil Kingdom in the first quarter of 
193S”, says Riit David Meek, "was 15 24"t,i*]8,813, which was & 1.6,276,!i20 more than 
tlic value of (otal imports in the first ipiarier of 1937- There was an increase under 
tlic licads Fooil, Jiriiik and Tobacco, and .Vhiiiuhictured'Articlea, but a decrease under 
Raw Materials, and UiiinaiiuFaetui'ixl Articles. The total exports of Britisb produce 
and manufactures diiTiiig the first quarter of 19;18, however, declined by £ 250,677, 
to £ 120.8(59,039, But it must be iKiiiiUxl out that the ex|)ortB of manufactured 
articles during the quarter wore over £ 2,000,000 belter than the exports dutiog the 
corrcs|)onding period of 1937 and accounted for nearly £ 96,000,000 out of the total 
given above.” 
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RcTiowin.|; tho conditions in countries other than the United Kingdom, the 
Trade Commissioner finds that France had an acute economic position—a rise in 
the cost of living, increase in tlie lulvcrse balance of trade, a decline in industrial 
production, increase in the number of unemployed. 

Ill Germany, during the year, records of the boom year 19i!8-29 were exceeded 
in a number of braneJuas. Government control, tariff wall, complicated Govern¬ 
mental machinery, all aiming at self-snfficieniiy and rcarmainmit, have not, however, 
made it easy for her to expand her foreign ex:>ort trade and to obtain raw materials 
from abroad, though a fonr^ear plan under General Goeriiig was vigorously 
pursued. Shortage of foodstuiui, the ration card system, stable wages, unsatisfnetory 
cereal crops, consequent import of over a million tons of wheat, and an economic 
programme for the addition of 7,000,000 inlialntants through the incorporation of 
Austria, were features of the year in Germany. 

Italy secured a surplus of .37,(XM,0i.K) lire by heavy taxation and a 10 percent levy 
on joint stock companies to meet the cost of armaments, public works and land 
reclamation, making tlie year 1937, on die whole, one of marked rccovei’y and con¬ 
solidation. 

ITie review finds that Norway had a satisfactoi^ year, tho best siiico tho War. 
Bel^nm’s trade ended less favourably than it bi^au ana Argentine experienced 
real prosi^erity. Japan’s adverse balance of trade increased niid her imports were 
restricted because of her engagement in war. 

Coming to Indio, the rc|iort finds that in 1307-38 India liorivcd full benefit 
from the rise in commodity prices and tluit her own crops on the whole were satis¬ 
factory. Financially the niaiii tendency of tlie idosing months of l!)3fi-37, which 
continued in tlie succeeding year 1937-i)8, was a rapid improvement in railway 
trallic until the autumn, which was followed by a ra]>id decline from the figures of 
a year Imforc, The same was tnio of customs receipts. The decline in imjiorts 
also meant a loss to the customs revenue. 

The year, however, closed with a downward trend in nil direeUons and in his 
Budget Si>eeeh tho Finance Member was constmiiied to remark th.at they would 
"not bo justified in e.xpectlng the mmntenance of tlic current year’s 

During tho period from April to Novemlicr tho Govornmont borrowed small 
sums occasionally from the Reserve Bank and were able to liquidate tliom promptly. 
Tbero was a gradual iullow of funds and on Chdolier 1 their balance stood at Its. 
1,64,109.000. Thereafter the revenue returns wcakencil and the Government were 
compelled to borrow from the Reserve Bank more £re<iueully towards tho close of 
the year. The maximum araoimt borrowed was Its. 4.00,00,000. 

The Government did not raise any long-tenn loans during the year, as no 
loans matured daring 1937-38. _ This enabled the provinces to raise loans. Five 
provinces took advantage of this position and were able to raise an aggregate sum 
of Be 4,60,00,000 by the end of August. 

Throughout the year negotiations were in progress for a new agreement with 
the United Kingdom. As a result of the detiisioii of the Indian I^islaturc the 
Ottawa Agreement between India and the Uiiiled Kingdom was terminated in May 
1936 although ponding tho negotiation of a new agreement tho obligations imposed 
by the Ottawa Agrcomoiit were allowed to continue. 

Coming to the trade between India and tJic United Kingdom, the report shows 
that the year 1937 was an extremely prosncroiis one for British trade and India 
and all other particiimting countries shared in it. Groin, flour and rice went up iu 
1(B7, as did linseed cake and meal. 

Export of nnmannfacturcd tobacoo from India to tho United Kingdom mar¬ 
ket was the largest over recorded, lieing 19400,001) lbs, as compared with 13,.500,000 
lbs. in 1936. It seems that Indian tobacco has at last "caught on” iu tho British 
market. To improve the quality so as to consolidate tlic (losition gained will bo 
the task of tho Indian prcmucer. Tlie reimrt gives details of the exports of seeds, 
oUs, fats, resins, and gums from India to the United Kingdom. It also deals with 
textiles and fibres and eximrts of raw wool, Indian cari>ets, jute textiles, pig iron, 
shdlac, hides and skins and other commodities. 

It also mves details of India’s particiimtion in various fairs and exhibitions. 
Ten of these had Indian stalls and exhibited Indian raw material and fancy goods, 
sports goods, lace, coir mats and leather goods. India had six different sections iu 
the British Industries Fair, 1938, covering an area of .3,681 sqimre feet, an increase 
of 650 square feet from last year. By for the largest number of enquiries were for 
sports goods. 



The Industries Conference 

Tenth Sesuon—Bombay—23r<]. & 24th. January 1939 

The Vieeroy’s Addrese 

II. E. the Vit'eroy iiiaui;nratc(l Ihc Tenth InduBtrics Conference at Bombay 
University Bcusite House on the 2:'trd. January ’39, under the presidency of the hon. 
Sir Ziifrullah Khan, Commerce Member to the Government of India. The Con¬ 
ference was nttcndiKl by the Industries Ministers of the various British Indian 
provinces, ropiesontntivcs of tlic Indian Btates and tlie Industries Minister of 
Ceylon, The following is the text of li. E. the Viceroy’s spctjch 

“It was with real pleasure tiial I found ntysclf able to accept the invitation of 
the hon. the Commerce Member to inangiirutc this morning the Tenth Industries 
Coiifereuce. It was perhaps incviUlito, liaving rt^'urd to my previous connection with 
India os Cluurnian of the Royal Commission uii Agriculture, that hopes shotdd be 
raised that the iierhsl of my Vieoroyalty would be snwdally associated with the attempt 
to solve some of India’s more jircssing agricultural problems. I earnestly desire that 
these hopes should lie fulfilled, for liicro is no doubt in my mind that the happiness 
and contentment of this great lainl must continne to be broiiil-hssed upon the pros¬ 
perity and welfare of the cultivaliag cl.asscs. But human miinrc being what it is, 
there may have bten misgiving lest my prwx^eupation with agricultural matters 
should result i i Icis ihiiti a due npprn'iatioii of tlie im)x)rtimce of the development 
of Indian industries. It was partly in tlic hope that 1 might be able to dis))cl any 
such misgivings that I wcli^ouicd the opi'ortuiiity to oixiii yonr proceedings to-day. 

“'i'here is no doubt iu my miiKl that coiidttiuas to-day in tbo world at large 
make it more iicccssaiy <liafc ever biiforo lliat India sliould attain a certain balance 
in her agricidliiral and industrial economy. Tlie goal of solf-suflicicncy which is 
l«!ing pursued by many foreign connlries is not one, tlint is, in my judgment snit- 
nblo for India, But Uio falling o(f iu tlie ilcmand for India’s raw products, which 
is one of its sympioms, iin|ioscs on us piet-iscly, in the interests of the agricultural 
elasBcs, tlie duty of making a fuller use of lliose raw products ourselves. 

“I undersrniid tha(. it is now custoinary to hold t.hc.se annual conferences, which 
formerly wore held citlicr at l>(>llii er at Bimla at a (lillbrent I’rovineial centre eaeii 
year. 1 am si re tliat this is a wise departure. It gave the rcju-esentativcs of the 
iliirercnt Provinces mid Biiitcs some opixirtiiiiity to study ou tlie sijot industrial 
problems other than their own and it enables them and the reprcscntalives of the 
Central Government to make personal contacts outside the Coiifercnco Chamber, 
which cannot but iie of great value. 

“And I must commend your choice of the actual meeting place in this City, 
the University Beiiate Hull, wliich I lioiu! is symptomatic of the closer eo-ojieration 
in whwh it is dcsivablc that iiidiislry and the iJnivcrsitics should work. I am happy, 
too, to sec so many rcpresculalivcs of the Indian States taking part in your tJoii- 
fcreiicc. It is a reeogiiitiou of the close iiitcr-aetioii, in the industrial, as in many 
other spheres ;>£ public activity, of (he problems and intei'csts of British India and 
of the Indian Btates. The solniinii of common jwobjems cannot but be facilita¬ 
ted by the imreased opportunities for formal consultation and co-opcriilivo effort. 

“The ImUislrics CoiifcreiK^o is now an animal iiisli'utioD, but I notice that, 
although tlli^^ is the tenth liKlustrics Conference, it is over ciglit years ago 
since the first of the serusi was behi at BiniJu in April ItM). In view of the some¬ 
what different scope ai.'l composition of that Conference which wc are inaugurating 
to^ay, it is iimhaps ili siralilc to indicato brielly the circumstances which have 
brought aliuiit the climige. 

“Twenty years ago, the Indian Industrial Commission, appointed during, and to a 
great extent twing to, the stress of tlie Great War, liod just issued its rciHirt. Its 
umbitioiis ]>roposals for a great advance in iiidiistrialisation depended on the acceptance 
of two principles. The first was Unit Uie Govornment ought to take an active part 
in the industrial development of the country with the aim of making India more 
self-contained in men and material, 'i'lio second was that it was impossible for 
the Govorumint to undertake lliat part, unless Uiey wore provided with adequate 
admiuistratiYi! cquipiucut and foic-armed with reliable and twhnical advice. It was 
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to the Central Government that the CommisHion aesi^rncd the main responsibility 
for further indimlrial advance, and to this end, one of their main rocommciulalions 
was the formation of an AU-India Industrial Herviuo of Specialists and Technical 
Experts who would lar{;ely have been seconded for service under rrovinc.ial 
Directors of Ijidustries, by whom, under the General control of loccal Governments, 
the actual administrative work would have Wii carried on, 

“But about the time when the Indian Industrial Commission made its roixirt, 
far-reaching constitutional changes wore under contemplation, changes, which Imu not 
been envisaged by the Commission, and which were to render sidistantial parts of tlicir 
scheme impracticable. By the time the first Industries Conference met in liCO, it was 
already known tliat ‘Incfnstrics’ was to Im a rrovincial Transferred Subject, to 
to controlled and administered iiy Miinsters. The Conference, therefore, although 
it consisted entirely of oflicials, concerned itself mainly with the details of &e 
organisation of the growing Provincial Departments of Indnstries, and little was 
done in tlm way of co-ordination of efibrt. At Uic Conference held in April 1921, 
the new Provincial Ministers fur Industries were present for the fi.st time. 

“At this and at the next Conferenoe. there manifcstcil itself a certain 
apprdiension lest co-ordination and attempts at nnilird effort might mean 
interference: and though it was primarily as a measure of retrenchment that 
these Conferences were abandoned in 1923, there is, I think, no doubt that a 
contributory cause was what I may, for want of a better word, refer to as the 
separatist tendency of individual Provinces, who fur the most part had ceased 
to attach any great importance to co-ordination in this held. 

“Fortunatmy this tendency, the stiength of which T have no desire to 
exaggerate, did not lost long and certainly does not persist to-day. For it 
was at tlio request of tlic Provincial Oovenimeiits themselves that tlieso anuud 
Conferences were revived in 1933. Indeed, what I notice nowadays is something 
very different from any apprehension that the Central Government may encroach 
upon the legitimate sphere of Provincial activities. It is rather a certain 
exasperation at the inability of tlie Central (iovernment to e-vcrcise, in certain 
directions, powers which were long taken away from the Central Government 
and handea over to Provincial Ministers. 

“This seems to me to he a ^xfrfet^tly natural outcome of the growing 
realisation that a real co-ordination of indnstilal effort between tlie Pruvinccs is 
essential, if India as a whole is to advance or even to mnintain the losiUon 
that in certain industries she has already won. For. from time to lime, fissi]>aronB 
tendencies show themselves, and though we can Imrilly hope to see a complete 
identity ol views established through the niacliincry ol tliese (’onfercnccs, it is 
nonetheless along the lines of such free and frank disciissiuiis of common 
problems, as is here possible, that a solution is to be sought. 

“What part, however, is there still left for tlie Central Government to play 
in the future industrial devcIo|iineut of the country ? An e.\ainuiatioii of what 
has already been done will jicrhaps shed some light on this. 1 have alre^y 
indicated the circumstances in whicii it was not possilile that tire Central 
Government should put in operation Uio scheme drawn U]j by the Iiidimi 
Industrial Commission. 

“Looking back ou that scliemc, the part I am most inclined to regret, was 
the abandonment of the scheme for an All-India Industrial Bcrvicc. If that 
recommendation could have been given effect to, there would have been in 
existence to-day a central pool of indnslriul e.xpcrts on wlihdt the I’rovinces 
could have drawn to man their departnients, ami 1 foci sure that llic exislcinto 
of such a body of trained men would have been felt to-day by many IToviiicial 
Ministers to constitute a very material reserve of Jtigldy qualified expert advice, 
of which they could, if they so wished, avail themselves. 

“Nevertheless the Central Government have been enabled to play a role, 
different, indeed, from that envisaged by the Commission, but one which has 
exercised a notable influence on the development of Indian indnstries. By tlieir 
control of tariffs, and in pursuance of the jiolic.y of discriminating yirotcction, 
which was accepted as the result of the recommendations of die Jiidian Fiscal 
Commission, many great industries-steel, cotton, textiles, paixsv, sugar—have been 
buUt up. By their stores purchase policy, under which a definite prefereme is 
shown by the Government, in their purchases undertaken to meet the neeils of 
the Public Bervices, to articles of indigenous mauiifaclare, the Government have 
done much to assist many large and small Indian industii^. The extent of 
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these purchases is not perhaj's as widely realised as it should be. During the 
ten years from ]()28-29 to 1937-38, arlieles wholly or mrtially manufactured iu 
India were purchased for the Ooverumeut to tlie extent of twentythroe crorcs of 
ru)ice8. The Indian Stores Depariment exercises constant vigilance to prevent 
the purchase from abroad of articles, which can ctinally well bo obtained in India, 
and has siicceciled in diverting to iiHligenons sources of supply many demands 
which can be met from Inilian markets, but wliich might otherwise have been 
tilled from elsewhere. 

“Again, the action taken on tlic recommendations of the Royal Commission 
on Agriculture has domonslraled in a strikiiig way the advantages to the I’rovinccs 
of the co-ordinat.on of research and guidance, undertaken by the Central Govern¬ 
ment, and this example has been followed, though not perhaps to the full extent 
that some of yoi. may have ilcsired, in the industrial field. 'J'lie co-ordination of 
Provincial efforls which is cfl'cclcil by yonr Conference has been emphasised by 
the esiablishmcnt of tlic Tiidnstriul It^carch Rtireau, tlic Industrial Research 
Council and the Imperial Bitriiuiltnre Committee, and by the grants given to 
the bandloom, woollen and sericulture iiiduslrics. laist year the Government 
took tlie decision to place Uic Industrial Research Rnreau on a permanent footing. 
Owing to the deterioration of tlie general fiiinncial i> 08 ition during the current 
year, my Govomincnr. have felt comiielleil to re-examine that decision. But I am 

f lad to be able to annouiicc that it has licen decided to mninlain it. Bimilarly, 
am glad to say that it has been provisionally decided to continue for aiiothcr 
financial year i1939-40) the haudloom grant which was due under the original 
scheme to cx|nre next October. 

“Ill the legislative field, measures recently passed by tlie Central Logislalrre, 
such as the Companies Act and tlic Insurunoc Act, cannot hut have a far-reaching 
effect of a beneficial nature on other iiu'asnres on the anvil, sncli as Uie Pateiiis 
Bill which proposes to iieualise the pirating of designs; a Bill to facilitate tlic 
registration ot trade marks in India; the revision of tlic I.aw of Merchandise 
Marks j and a Bill which will enable the Central Government to prescribe a 
uniform standard of weights. All tbeso li^islalive activities will help to create 
an environment iu which industry con flourish. 

“I have }crhap8 said enough to iiulicato that the Central Government have, 
within tlie limits of the Ckuistitution, idiiytA tlicir due ]>art iu development of 
Indian industries. It will not have escaiicd your notice that when tlie sidicnie 
of GovciTimoiit (OiitcmphUed by the Government of India Act has been brought 
into full o))crat.ioii, the resiKinsibility for tlie development of tliose industries, 
where development under Federal control is cxprtlient in Uic public interest, will 
remain with tlie Fcilcrul Govetiiinenl. Quite apart from lliis, however, Uiere is 
a large and frni'ful (iohl for co-operaiiuii and discussion in industrial matters 
between tlie Provinces and Btates inters*!, and between tliem, and the Central 
Govei-nmciit. 

“I have studied your agenda witli much interest. I am glad to sec the important 
place (K-ciipieil in it by the dcvolo)imcnt of small and cottage imlustrics. To my 
mind tJie Bup[ lemcniing not only of the earnings, but of the heiiltliy linmaii 

iiitereste of the rural iKipuIaiion is more Inmnd up with ilie development of 
small subsidiary industries tliaii with Uiat of largc-sialc industries. I notice 

tliat till) hoii’ble the Minister for Industries in Madras, whom I had hoped to 

have seen hen to-day, laid stress on tliis i>oint in a recent speedi, and that he 

estimated Uiat big industries could not feed niorc than ten million people in 

India. I am also glad to see Unit yon propose to consider how the services of 

the Indian Trade Commisskiucrs abroad can licst he utilised to diffuse tlic kind 
of information you require. There has, ns you know, been a great expansion of 
this service during the last five ycara, mid it is the desire of my Guverument Uiat 
Uieir services shoutil be enlisted to the fullest possible extent iu the expansion 
of Indian industry and trade. 

“It is no doubt possililc Uiat the discussion of ccrlidn items on your agenda 
may disclose marked divergences in the. view-imiiit of the different Provinces. But 
it is essential ti the success of the free and democratic iiistitutions wiiich we are 
building ui> in India, that there slioiild be frank mid cordial exchanges ot 0)iinions 

with a view to leacliing agrcctl solnlions, mid 1 do not know Uiat Uvere is any field 

ill which this is more important tluui that of iiidiistiy at a time when such a free 
discussion of dillicnltics has drawn us Inwik from Uie brink of a world war, but 
when the menace to frccilom and ihmiocracy has by no means disapiieared. It is 
ou this note that I leave ydu to your dcUberaliuus.’’ 
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Dlwussioa—2nd Day—Boinbay-~24th January 1989 

The Conference r^umed work on January 24. The first subjeet taken 
^ for consideration was the development of the handloom weaving industry. 
The mogress made with the schemes iu the various provinces was reviews 
and we additional grants asked for by certain provinces over and above 
their ordinary basic grants were considered. Allotments for the year 1939'40 were 
decided upon on the assumption that the grant-in-aid would bo made available for 
the twelve months of the finanacial year instead of for only seven mouths accord¬ 
ing to the original arrangement. 

The Conference then went on to discuss the question of the utilisation of 
the services of the Indian Trade Commisioners, with special reference to the 
collection of information in regard to the running of cottage and small industries 
in Japan and other countries. It was also pointed out that the functions of 
these oUicers could usoiully bo amplified with a view to finding markets abroad 
for the products of small and cottage industries. The question was raised as to 
how the additional expenditure involved in making special enquiries on behalf 
of the province should be mot. I'ho Chairman explained that the Trade Oomniis- 
sionurs would continue to supply ciuTent information whicdi they could furnish 
without dilllculty from printed piiblicatiuns, but that special enquiries undertaken 
on behalf of provinces should be paid for by them. He promised that the views 
expressed at the Cotiferenco woidd bo carefully examined by the Government 
of India with a view to issuing any further instructions that might be 
necessary. 

Ihe next question taken up was the holding of an annual All-India Indus¬ 
trial Fair. The principle of having such an cxhibilion at a fixed central place 
was generally accepted. Tlio Gbainnan made it clear, however, that tlto Central 
Government was not in a position at present to hear any portion of the cost. 
It was eventually decided fliat a Hub-Committee of tlie Conference should 
be ainiolntcd to go into the question and icixnt to tlio next Industries 
Conference. 


The Federated Chambers of Commerce 

Annual Session—Delhi—8th and 9th April 1939 

Presidential Address 

The annual mooting of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commereo 
and Industry began in Uld Delhi on llio 8th. April 1939 with Mr. Jamahed N. B. 
Mehta in the chair and in the presence of a large gathering of delegates from 
many parts of India, including States and members of the Legislature. A critical 
survey of Indian commei'cial couditions was mode by Mr. Mehta in his presidential 
address. 

Dealing first wiUi fordgn trade, Mr. Mehta pointed out that with the 
diminution of India’s former ex))ort siirplns-owing to the pursuit by certain 
countries of economic self-sufficiency—the por-war mechanism by which India 
met her liabilities to the United Kingdom by moiuis of this snriilus might cease 
to operate. It was necessary, tlieiefore, Utat India should expand her exijorts to 
countries like the U. 8. A., the TJnital Kingdom and the members of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. Also, Uuited Kingdom should either 
allow India to expand her exports to the U. K. or restrict its own exports to 
India, thus creating an export surplus equivalent to the imyments due by India. 
It was a matter of deep regret, Mr. Mehta siud, that the Government should 
have though it wise to ratify the Iiido-British Trade Agreement in the teeth of 
the opposition of the Legislature in general and the commercial community in 
particular. He also regretted the Government’s not heeding the recommendations 
of the uuolticial advisers. As regards tariff iwiby, Mr. Mehta earnestly urged 
the Government to make a genuine effort to carry out the recommendations of the 
Fiscal Commission as regards the fixing of definite periods of protection of suficient 
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length to enable the industry concerned to take full advantage. India was no 
longer merely an agriciilturfd country, but would soon asjjire to bo an imjiortaijt 
agnciiltural and industrial country like the D. S. A. It seemed to Mr. Mehta, 
tlicrefore, that the time luul come when the Ooveriiment should definitely revise 
its whole policy as regards India’s trade relations with foreign countries, and he 
urged that the Government should take immediate steps to conclude trade agree¬ 
ments with couniries like Germany, ludy, the U. S. A, and Japan. Even, 
however, if India’s commercial jolicy was mcaiified in the direction of encouraging 
exports al>road. Mi. Mehta thought that they would not be in a position to take 
full adyantage? of such trade agrocmente, niilcss the defects in trio grading and 
marketing of die staple cxiort lomnicMUlies, such as linseed and groundnuts, were 
rejiiur^. 'Hie rrcsidcut urged (he Gcuitral and Provincial Governments to collect 
statistical information about tliu iiiMlium-HiKcd and minor industries. I'he present 
lack of this inforiiiat,ion would pre.vent the drawing up of any well tliought-oiit 
plan regarding tlio location of new indii8tri<.« and the dcvcloiimeiit of the existing 
ones in ilie country as a whole. Mr. Mciita also mentioned the efforts whi>‘h 
the Fc'deration has long been making to iicrsiuide the (!ovcrtiniotit8 to undertake 
an industrial survey of tlie whole country, which would give authentic figures 
relating to tlic uiincial wealtli as also tlie toUil volume of raw materials available 
in each ])rovince. 

Mr. McIita said diat the commcrchil community wliolo-heartedly suiiported 
the aim which the National Planning OomiiiiUirc had in mind, namely, tlie collection 
of the nfice8sa"y siatistic.al data in onlcr to design a scheme for the development 
of the industries of this country, lie was afraid, however, that the. questioniiuirc 
wliicli the Oommidec liad issued, (hough lixliaustivc, was not likely to secure all 
the information uceessai^ for Uic evolution of a satisfiu-tory plan of iiidnstrialisa- 
tioii and it appeared to him that tlie Ihovvicial Goveriiincnt alone were host 
fitted to collect all the data relating to the volume and nature of agricultural 
]>ro<Uiee, manv.fae.tured articles, mineral resources ainl the extent of the internal 
market. Mr. MeJda next refcrrcil to tlie ‘'growing menace” of tlie increase of non- 
Indian enter] rises ‘‘bcliind the shelter of our tariff wall’’. Nearly 150 largo 
industrial coiicernb of noii-liidiau origin liad thus come into c.N.isience. and the 
whole object of tlie imlicy of ))roteution would bo defeated unless the Government 
and legislature took adequate ste])B to eoiitroi Uiis development. 

In eoiiclusion, Mr. Melita clealt with “the new trends in the provincial 
public finance which are noticoalile in tlio Irndgels prepared by the Ministers of 
Finance for the various iiroviuecs for Uio year 1939-10” and declared that the 
Indian commercial community was deeply interested in the success of the efforts 
of tlie Twpular Ministries in tackling the question of improving the economic 
conditions of tlie masses. Despite the agreement about the ultimate objective, 
however, it is iMisaililc to have genuine dillbrenccs about the right means to achieve 
tliis olijcctive. 1 wonder whether a wlinlcsalc and indiscriminate resort to essen¬ 
tially regressiM) w<;apon8 of taxation like the sales tax on couimoilitics of general 
consuiniition, especially cot.tun textiles, is the riglit method to achieve the object 
wliich the I’rovincial Governments have in view. Such a tax is bound to arrest 
any increase n ilie par rapilu consumption of the masses.” lie felt that the 
time had come wlien the I’roviiicial Ministries should guard against the possibi¬ 
lity tliat ‘‘in adopting spivilio moasarcs of taxation to iiridge the gap between 
income and expenditure, of having recourse to means which arc likely to dry up 
tlie very sources from which the income Hows.” 

The main issue in tills coiiiitry. Mr. Mehta considered, was the precipitous 
fall ill tlie pri.^os of agricultural produce and to ask tlio agriculturist to pay more 
for manufactured products by the levy of a sales tax without making any effort to 
increase his purchasing ixiwor seemed to be a wrong ni>proach to the whole problem. 
'The Budget proiiosals of tlio rrovincial Ministries showal the eventual necessity of 
an annual Conference of Finance Ministers, so that greater co-opemtion and co¬ 
ordination of policy between tlio provhies* on the one hand and the Central 
Government on the other raidit be secured. If no early effort was made in thia 
direction, confusion in the administration of the various taxes and practical diffi¬ 
culties in inter-proviiiuial oilminislralion were hound to occur. 

Resolatlons—I kuiaMS Adeoad 

An important resolution passed to-day related to the position of Indians 
abroad. It expressed deep anxiety, and alarm at the “steady enertm^ment on ^ 
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limited rights enjoyed by Indians in Colonies and elsewhere outside India” and 
convoyed to His Majesty’s Government “that unless the rights of Indians in Colo¬ 
nies and abroad are adequately protectal, the discontent among Indians, ^tli at 
home and abroad, cannot but eontinnously inert-ase.” 

The resolution expressed disiip; ointment that the Government of India and the 
Burma Government “foiled to take satisfactory steps to safeguard Indian life end 
property against anti-Indian riots in Burma and urged the api>ointment of a high 
non-oliicial Indian as Agent in Burma and the taking of immediate steps to ensure 
compensation to the victims of anti-Indiau riots and the protection of life and pro¬ 
perty and tlie civic rights of Induuis.” 

Sir Purshottamdas Thaktirdas, in moving tlie resolution, referred to his asso¬ 
ciation with tlie problem of Indians abroad during the last twenty years and said 
tliat never lieforc hud he found greater distress and despair among them thra now. 
It was time, ho declared, to bring home to the Government of India mid His 
Majesty’s Government that the policy followed during the last last three or four 
years in the colonies witli regard to Indians was undermining confidence in the 
Government of India and attacliment to the British Empire. Could the Fedoration 
do anything milder than wliat was induuited in the resolution ? , he asked. 

Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas dealt with the Kenya Order in Council, and said 
that for the Government of India to say that the Order merely confirm^ past ad¬ 
ministrative practice, was as good as asking Indians in Kenya to reiioncile themselves 
io the i>o8ition. After rcterriug to tlie iiosition in South Africa in view of the now move 
to segi^rate Indians further. Sir I'urshottamdas asked if the British Government wish¬ 
ed to do justice to Indians who went there to earn a livelilnxid, or if the Government 
only wanted to give way to some of the Dictators of Euroiio and their armctl 
niight ? Sir I’urshottamdas mentioned two recent incidents, one in America wliere 
the' wife of J(r, Dave had iicen askeil to quit on tlie ground tliat in tlie absence 
of a treaty of conimorco and navigation between India and America, she could not 
bo allowed to stay on in America beyond a certain perioil. The second was the 
jirohibition against [ndian passengers lauding in Manila, where steamers halted, 
'llie matter liad been referred to Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, who hmi promised to 
investigate. 

Mr. T. T. Krishnamaohariar, seconding the resolution, pointcrl out that the 
IKisition of Indians in Burma was not on all fours with their ]x>Bition in other 
parts of the Empire. Ho traced the history of Indiaii emigration to Burma since 
1872. and said that, by now, nearly a million Indians were in Burma, and they 
had invested about Rs. 80 crorcs there. Now, ho continued, further legislation 
to impose restrictions on Indians was on the anvil. The Goveniraent of India, ho 
declared, should shake themselves from their lethargy and see that there was an 
organised department of the Government of India in Burma which would do all 
that was needful to protect Indian life and interests. 

Mr. G. L, Mehta, siipjiortiiig the resolution, felt that the idea of Dominion 
Status had by now bci'omo alien to Indians liecause, Indians had become foreigners 
in all parts of the British Commonwealth. He reminded the meeting that the 
whole urge of the national movement iii tliis country had originatwr from the 
siifTering of Indians in South Africa. As ri^ards the attitude of the Brilisli Govern¬ 
ment. he agreed wiUi the Irishman’s statement tliat the sun never sets on the 
Britisli Empire because the Almighty could never trust the Englishman in the 
dark. 

Mr. Hosneinbhai Laljee, in a vehement speech, described himself ns one of 
those unfortunate Indians who had been trading abroad. The only help that they 
could now expect, he asserted, was from the Cougrras Governments in the provinces, 
because the British Government at the Centre were only trustees for Europeans. 

The resolution was put to vote and carried. 

LAiionn LEQisr.ATioH w Pkovikcis 

Seth Kasturhhai Lalhhai next movcil a resolution urging the Government of 
India and the I’roviucial Governments to appoint a Board for the co-ordinatioii of 
Labour and Social legislation alreaity undertaken in the provinces and to guide 
future legislation on uniform lines throughout the country. 

Seth Kasturhhai admitted that the legislation passed was very comprehensive 
and ealculatetl to reach all fields of economic activity. But it was essential that 
there should be some sort of machinei 7 to co-ordinate all such l^slation, because 
the political demarcations effected in the country could not be made to apply to the 
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COTuotnic field of aitivity. He 8tressc<l the need for co-ordination to prevent artifi- 
eial stiraulatipn or retardation in induatriid activities, and quoted the difficidties 
01 the United Htatcs Federal Government to sliow tlie argent need for co-or^nation. 

Lalu Pudampat 8int/hania, seiiontUng tJie resolution, urged the need for uni¬ 
formity in industrial activity, particularly in the field of Labour legislation. It 
was toe duty oj: the Central Government to see that a Co-ordination Board was 
constituted. _ He aj>)>ealed to the Provincial Governments to take the initiative in 
the matter in the interests of the provinces and Indian industries. 

Mr. Durgaprasad Khaitan stressed the need for showiim some consideration 
to the imlustrmily backwai’d provinces ns otlienvise giving effect to the present re¬ 
solution would mean a hndicap to those provinces. 

Mr. O. Smnani and Rat Jiahadar MolutUn also supported the resolution, 
which was carrirKl unanimously. 

CuttBENCY Pouoy Ckiticised 

A number of resolutions^ were put from the chair and carried. These declare 
that toe I'fince Ratio is detrimental to the economic interests of India, 

and has been muintaiued by mctliods which have been injurioni to the counti^’s 
real interests} domiuid toat the Oentnil Liegisiaturo should bo given power to review 
exemptions from incumc-tax_ of interest on sterling securities and certain pensions 
as well as the double ta.xation relief arrangement between the U. K. and India; 
favour the suggestions of tlio licserve Bank of India for reducing tlio stamp duty 
on inland bills ; urge the development of the refining industry in the country ; ask 
for logislaUoii to regulate the import, manufacture, storage and sale of drugs, meili- 
ciiies and biological prodiicls in order to prevent the sale of inefficient or tdulloratcd 
or spurious drugs ; urge_ the desirability of the Government of India securing ade¬ 
quate lutorcst m the Air as well as Sea Plane services so as to have an effective 
voice lu the control, direction and management of these services and the promotion 
of the traitiinji; of Indians for the Air services; demand revision of the constitution 
of the major Port Trusts _ so as to castire an adequate majority of Indians on the 
boards and in Uie adniiiiistratiou ; want complete Indiamsation of the ImiieiM 
Bank Btaff and tlie stoppage of non-Indian recruitment. 

The Faleration l ongratulatcd the Government of Bombay on its decision to 
support Indian insurance cominuiies by placing all insurance controlled by Uiem 
wuth indigenous companies only and u rges other i'rovincial Governments to follow 
the example. 

Tub Fedebation CoNariroTioN 

The best part of the after-lunch sitting of the Federation was occupied in a 
full dress debate on an aiuendmout to Uie coiislitiition of the Federation moved by 
Mr. J. C, Setulviid, who sought to give a vote to eiadi of the four dclcgales repre¬ 
senting a mcmbci-bodv instead of the existing provision which gave the right to 
vote to only one of tno representatirus from each boily. Over a dozen speakers, 
inditing Messers. I). P. Khaitau, J. 0. Setalvad, Tliakkar, Baut^am, Krisnnama- 
chariar aud Chuiiilal B. Mehta, participated in the discussion. The amendment 
was rejected by 3ij votes to 11. 

INDOSTBIAI, Beu?-Buffi(;ieN(;y 

Earlier, the meeting accepted Lala Shri Ram's resolution relating to fiscal 
policy. The resolution recommended Umt as the pace of Indian industrialisation 
iiiuler tlio (lolicy of discriminating protection had failed to satisfy Indian opinion, 
the Government of India sliould adopt a more dyiinmic and ai‘tive policy of full- 
lledgeil protection for iiulustvius uuilcr the active control and management of the 
iiiitioiials of Jho ciumtry, iiaviiig for its object the achicvcracnt of industrial sclf- 
Bulliciency within a reasonable period of time. It furtlicr opined that the Govern¬ 
ment should grant protection not merely to an infant industry, but also consider 
the question of granting protection with a view to hcljiing Uic very establishment 
of a new industry which could not be organised owing to the hesitant and dilaloi^ 
altitude of the Govormneiit and the coiiswiuent unccrtaiiity of securing tariff help 
for a reasonably long period of time. 

Moving the resolution, Lala Shri Ram pointed out that a change over from 
the present “discriininating” policy would go a long way in solving the problem 
of unemployment among the eilucatetl classes, and also help in finding a good 
Indian market for Indian agricullural proilucc, 

Mr. Chunilal B. Mehta, wJio sccoiulcd the resolution, referred to the National 
Plaiiuiiig Cknumitbxi set up by the Congress and cxprcssi^ his optimism as regards 
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the Bucccssful out*come of the scheme. meeting at this stage adjourned till the 
next day. 

Second Day -Delhi-—Sth. April 1039 
Teadr Pact wmi Fokeign Codnteies 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry resumed 
its sitting on the next day, Bio 9th. Ai^il 1939. Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas 
moved a resolution relating to trade tresities with foreign countries. 

_ The resolution _ reiterated the Federation’s view tliat the Grovornment of 
India should immediately^ take 8tci)8 to conchule a treaty of commerce and 
navigation with the United States of America and trade treaties with foreign 
countries in consultation with re|>rc8(!ntativc8 of Indian Commerce. 

Moving the resolution, Sir I'urshottamdas. dwelt at length on the position 
of reprcMntativea of Indian Commerce as IIn-o(Hcial Advisers during tlie 
Indo'British 'frade negotiations. Ho rnitl a glowing trilinte to the capacity and 
cordiality of 8ir M. ifafrullah Kuan until the submission of the fourteenth 
and last report of the Un-oflicial Advisers. 

Proceeding, Sir Purusliottamdas said: “I admire him and wish to soy that 
he acted as a uon-oflicial though he was an olticial. But who does not know his 
limitations ns a Member of the Executive Council V' 

_ The Un-oiReial Advisers, ho con tinned, when they reached Ijondon wore 
distinctly _ given to understand that if India desired a trade treaty with the 
United Kingdom, it laiuld only be possible if Lancashire was satisfied. He 
challenged amidst cheers the statement that the Indian Un-ollicial Advisers’ 
vision had been vitiated by iioliticat considerations. Ho asserted that, all 
through, they had borne in mind carefully that they were only concerned with 
economic and commercial considerations. If they wanted to venture into tlio 
realms of politics, certainly Sir Edward Bculhall would have protested and 
expressed his disagreement. On the other hand. Sir Edward was in agreement 
with them on the fundamental principles. The tfovcrnmeiit, he proceeded, had no 
doubt accepted the broad outlines of their recommendations, but his grievance 
was that they had fouled the field before the rcirommcndations came up before 
the legislature, by the advantage of three to four per cent given to Lancashire 
in the form of the additional Mtton imtiort duty. It was clear proof of the 
fact that the Goverument did not want a trade treaty to go through unless 
the dice was loadal against India. By this the Government had granted 
tlirough the back <loor, under the guise of squarring the budget, the maximum 
demands of Lancashire. 

Bcconding the resolution, Mr. <?. L, Mehta referred to India’s foreign 
trade and (Xiintod out that now the rciiorts of Indian Trade Coromissiouera 
of late made de[ircssc<l reading. While in European countries the policy in 
resiiect of foreign trade was ixmsidcrcd very impertant foreign diplomacy, the 
Government of India had no iwlicy at all. The whole machinery of the 
Government had been directed towards placating Lancashire and the Government’s 
refusal to take up any other questions reminded him of the Scotchman who 
was delaying the purchase of the map of Euroiie until Hitler had settled all 
European boundaries (I,,auglitcr). 

The resolution, which was supported by Sardar P. S. Sodhbana, was carried 
unanimously. 


The Costeoi. Rci.es 

Tlio meeting passed a resolution, moved by Mr. Akhil Chandra Dutta 
and see-onded by Mr, J). D, Ohoeh, cxjiressing grave concern at the manner 
ill wliieh Indian 'rca Control Rules have Iwcn uotilied by the Central Government, 
and stoting that the rules rciiuiro immtsliato revision in terms of representation 
made by the Indian Planting commnnily mid by Indian Oommeroinl interests 
in general. 

iHuo-BiuTrsn Teade Pact 

A resolution on the Indo-British trade agreement, put from the Chair, 
expressed the Federation’s warm th.anks to tho Non-Official Advisers, and while 
(riving supjwrt to Uicir recommendations in tho majority report, strongly condemned 
tho iwtion of the Govemmeut of liulia in ciroumveiiting (io recommendations 
of tho Noa-Official Advisors directly and indirectly, and in overriding tho clear 
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verdict ftiven by the Assemldy a'^uinst the trade treaty as propo8c<l. The 
Resolution expressed tlie conviction tlmt any trade treaty imposed on India 
against the wislies o£ her accredited representatives could only estrange the 
relations between tl«o two countries, and warnetl the Oorernmeut of India against 
persisting in giving ofTect to the Agrcenient in its present form- 

NoN-lNDr,VN OONCBllNS IK IniHAN 

The next resolution related to the establishment of non-Indian oonccras in 
India. 

The resolution recommended “that no company should be allowetl to be 
registered in Iixlia unless it Itus a rupee capital, at least two-thirds of the 
shareholding is restricted to Indian nationals, and at least two-thirds of the 
dominant control and circtdivc voice in tiic management is in Indian hands in 
their own right, and that in the case of key industries the entire capital and 
management are restricted to Indian nalionais only ” 

Mr. 0. Setalvad, who moved the resolution, dcclarofl that it was of paramount 
importance tluit the profits, perquisip's and the fruits of any policy of indus- 
trialisatiou should go to tlic sous of the soil. After oil, there was no fun in developing 
industries in the country beliind a tartfT wall if tlic benehts of such industrialisation 
wore to be enjoyed by those wlio liad no pcrmnncjit stake in the country, and if the 
wealth consequent on such a policy was nieuiit to be taken outside India. Foreign 
capital was flowing in and foreign companies were cstsiblishing subsidiary companies. 
The right_ of (he (State to restrict, regulate and even prohibit the entry of non- 
nationals into certain branches of the ei^onomic life of tlic nation must be recognised. 

Mr. liadhavtal Bhatt, seconding tlic resolution, pointed out that these non- 
Indian concerns were stultifying the recommendations of Uio Tariff Boards and 
ousting Indian industries from the home market. India thus was the happy- 
hmiting ground of foreign exploiters. 

DkUT LECflfil.ATlON 

The resolution on dclit legislation, moveil by Lain Hari Shankar Bagla, was 
keenly debated. The resolution expressed the opinion that no legislation designed to 
give relief to tlio agriculturists sliould lie enneted in any of the provinces so as 
to extend facilities to others in reilnciiig tiieir liability for commercial debts; 
and where such legislation nlremly exists, as in the case of IJ. P. the 
Eiicunibererl Estates Act and the U. 1*. Agriculturists Relief Act, the. Provincial 
Goyernmenta should immoliately amend the law so ns to witlulraw such facilities. 
The resolution also asked intor nlui for amendment of the existing debt legislation 
so that persons whose total income from ngriciilturc is smullor than from other 
sources should not l*o given any advantage under the Acts. 

Mr. Haridii Laljea suggested tliat consideration of Uio resolution should be 
postjionod iJcnding the obtaining of the necessary information from the different 
members, 

Mr. T. T. Kriuhnamachariar, opvKisiiig the resolution, urged that it would 
bo wiser to discuss tiio whole question with representatives of the Provinciid 
Oovernmeuts concerned. Ho felt that tlic rcHoliition was iircmature, and ought to 
have been on more general lines instead of referring to legislations in one or two 
provinces. 

Bupimrting the resolution Mr. Begraj Oupta said Uiat the use of the legisla¬ 
tive power in the manner would not achieve the desired result. The resolution was 
carried by 25 voles to G. 

Sii.K Tniiustby in India 

'Hie parlous condition of the Bilk industry nnd tlie need for the Government 
of India retcasuig the Tariff Board s roiwt on it formed the subject of a resolution 
moved by Mr. Jj. N. Sen, It was Hupi>orted iiy Rao Bahcb C. AT. Rao and carried. 

India’s Minor Inddstuies 

A_ resolution moved by Mr. D. N. 8m urgwl tlie Government of Imlia to take 
up again the departmental cntjniry into the jiosition of minor iudnstries in the 
country, which, having been iiutiatal was later on suspended two years back on 
the plea Uiat priitcs of Japanese inaniifncliircs had gone up. 

Mr. 8. Q. Shah supiiortcil tlic resolution. 

A resolution dealing with iiitcr-proviiicial barriers and the need for uniformity 
in excise duties, moved by Rajratna Seth B, i>. Amin, was carried. ' 
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BAI-T MANUFA(rrUBB 

Mr. Haridax Latjee then movcil a resolution nrfting the Government of India 
to take immediate steps to save the indian salt indnstry from ruination and safe- 

f nard the importin;' ]>ruriuces nj'ainsl the dan;;er8 of a salt famine by imme- 
iately Te-imposint!; an additional import duty on foreii'ii salt at an adequate rate fur 
au adequate iicriod. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Mohatta and carrie<l unanimously. 

National BiiiPprNa & Ovkuskas Tbapk 
The last resolution expressed deep eoiiccni at tlic policy of utter iiuiction on 
the part of the Government of Inilia to do auythinit to help the eiitranee and e.\> 

Y ansion of national shiiquiit; in the overseas trade, and ur(;cd the Government of 
ndia to take early and etfeutivc steps for seuuriiiK carriage of a substantial portion 
of the overseas cargo trade and passenger tralliu for Rhi]>ping owned, controlled and 
managed by the nationals of this couniry. 

The resolution, whicli was move<l by Mr. 0. L. Mehta and seconded by Mr, 
Khaitan, also expressed grave concern at the crushing rate-war waged by tJie 
British vestc<l shipping interests against the Bcitidia (..Company in tlie Uaj service. 

The meeting at this stage concluded with a vole of thanks to the retiring 
rresident and to the delegates present. 


The Indian Chamber of Commerce 

Thirteenth Session—Calcutta—27th. February 1939 

The Presidential Address 

Presiding over tlie thirtcentli annul general meeting of the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce, Calcutta, on the 27ih. Fobniary l'J39, Bir Ardmihir Dalai, the 
President of the Chamber, ndvwatcd a |>olioy or caution_ with regard to Oic ellbrls 
of tlio Congress Governments to bring almut prohibition, in view of its far-rcm-hiiig 
fiiiancial implivaliuns. 

"Jlio cratliciition of the drink evil requires sustained moral and social effort 
over a long period of lime”, said Bir Ardeshir, "and if an attempt is made to bring 
abont tlie result in siu-h a sliort space of time as two or tbrcc years, crorcs of public 
revenae, so urgently needed for every form of imlion-bnilding nclivitics, are sacri¬ 
ficed and extraordinary heavy hurdens iiu)iosed on llic jtrople. Tlie financial 
structure of the province may suffer a shock from which it will find itself diflicult 
to recover. Moderation in the sup]iressioii of drink is as necessary as moderation 
ill its consumption.” 

Bir Ardeshir appreciated the manner in which tlie different Provincial Govern¬ 
ments had initiated measures for the amelioration of the coiiditiun of the i>oorcr 
classes but sounded a note of warning against undue liastc in under-taking measures 
of far-reaching social and economic iinjNirtanoc. He rcfericil in this connection to 
the Money Lenders Bill which tl»e Govcniincnt of Bengal hove brought forward 
and statcu that Bie Bill, as modiiietl by the Belcet ('ommittee, seemed not only to 
contravene some of the provisions of the existing acts, but was also highly detri¬ 
mental to the general intcreslB of business in the faL-reoihiug scope of its ]>rovisions. 

The speaker referred to the shortsighted view taken by some of the older 
manufacturing countries of the West tliat the present efforts of India to develop 
her industries was a menace to their trade. He refuted Bic argument that industria¬ 
lisation in India was likely to lead to o serious clash of interests with agricultural 
elements or to a crisis in India’s finances. To have a more rclinidc and assured 
home market for their producta was certainly more in the interests of the agricul¬ 
turists themselves than an almost complete dciiendciicc upon tlie international 
market which has, of late, become a very uncertain and unreliable factor. The 
standard of living of the Indian people was low at (ircsctit and the achievement 
of a more balance economy and incrcasiHl indnslriulisation would lead in the long 
run to expansion of wealth increase in India’s consumption and in consequence of 
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her iiitprnationa' tvmle. With a lusher Rtamlanl of living, India was bound to 
(mndiiiso and c.onBumo more ^oods and of a more varied cbarac.ler (han she had 
«iouu in tiic pas'.. .... , • .1 

Ucfcriintt to the imperative need of assistini; and eniOiir. 7 jiinp: tlie 
growth of Intlian shipping, Sir Ardesliir l>ala| stated that eomnieiTial agree¬ 
ments with Ollier eonntries like (ireat Uritain and Japan shonhl provide 
exi-elicnt oiijiortnniiics for seeitring the_ oxp-ansion of Indian shipping m the 
overseas trade of the eonntry. When UritisU shipp'ing, which was one of the oldest 
and most jiowerfnl industries in the world, liad hi'rii_ receiving the support of its 
(iovernment and tlie oountry, an incipient iiidnsfry in India was surely entitled to 
re<-eivc adcrpiatc recognition of its claims, csiMs-inlly lii'canse nalional shipping was 
a vital factor in any sehcnic of national defem-e. lie we.lcoincil the conclusion of 
the voliilary agrccnicnt among the jute mills in Ilengal and envisaged more stable 
and pros(airous conditions for the jute iiidnstry. 

.Sir Ardeshir also rcfcrreil to otlier imiorlant matters eoneerning the mercan¬ 
tile coinmnnity of India such as making further provision for safety in coal 
mines by sand stowing, tlie neeessity of early legislation for the control of ndnltcra- 
teil drugs and the present tinfortunatc situation ercatnl in Burma with ri^ard to 
tiu! relations be’wccu Indians and Burniaiis. lie urgtsl that eUticlivc steps should 
be taken by the (iovernment of India lo see that Indimi life and property in 
Burma were atlKinaicly protected and advivatial a conference of rejircsenlaiivcs of 
the Indian mercantile eommunity in India and in Burma in order to review the 
whole (invstion relating to tlic regulation of trade bclwccii the two countries. 


The Andhra Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Session—Madras—29th. April 1939 

The Presidential Addrese 

"Wo recognise the necessity of more revenue for the Government. But the 
Tobacco tax is exprvted to yield the treasury ueaily a crorc and half of ritp'ccs. I 
apiionl to the I'rime Minister, therefore, not to estrange the Indian business eom- 
miinity and lo find out a viti mcJta l>y fixing the rale of the tax (l^ales Tux) at 
onc-fourtli of one i>cr cent. If tlierc is need for iiddilioiml money, let liim increase 
the rate to half per cent in the next liiiancial year”, observed flic hon. Mr, 
tiiir<tij(inda» (HnlhurJuii, I’resideiit of the Andhra Chamber of (tommeree, speaking 
at the aiinnal meeting of the Chandler held on the 21lth. April 1930 at the Cliumbcr 
premises, Madras. 

Mr. Vavilla Venkateswaralu Sasttulu presented the annual repiort and Uic 
audited staleiiient of accounts. 

The lion. Mr. Maranaudat Oirdhardaa Ihcn nddressed the meeting. He referred 
to the incTciise in the mcmbcrsliip of the (Tiamber insi.itc of the raising of the 
entrance fee and the part it played in Ihe psilitico-cconomic life of the eounlry and 
hoped that the (Tiamber would, in the next year, onistrip its record of work_ lOr Uic 
piHSt year. Mr. Cirdhardas iie.xt refi'rreil lo the international situation ami said : — 

'*If another war breaks out, to ns in India, it is largely a question of choosing 
lictwei'ii evils. Wc cun have no donlil that onr veteran loader, Midialma Cnntlhi, 
will give IIS the right lead at the critical moment and that the p>eopilo will loyally 
abide liy Ids advice”. 

Turning to the piolilical silnidiun in India, the Vresident sahl, "we find that 
Brilisli statcsiiu'ii are marking time and are in no mood to make an immnliale 
decision as lo wliethcr Feileration should be impoKixl or not. The recent amend- 
menta to the (Tovernment of Indiu Act are ealculalcil to further whittle down 
piroviiicial autonomy. 

‘'To us whiit'is of immediate and lasting interest is the formation of an 
Andhra Provime. The Viceretgry of Slate for India has thought it fit to veto the 
proiiosal submitted by the ^^adras Coveriimenl. But the matter cannot be allowed 
to rest there. 1 would suggest that the members from llic Tclugu-apcaking districts 
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in the local loi^iRlature ahoiild sit in Formally but regularly during every legislatlTe 
aeasion so as to keep the Andhra demand constantly in the mind of the iniliUe. 

The Indo-British Trade Agrticmeut, the I'resident continuetl, HnHicientlv iiatl in 
itself, could never he acceptable to the ludiuii commercial community, coming as it 
did on toj) of tlie _ doubling of the duty on raw cotton. Tlie i>act* no tlonlit has 
become an accomplished fact at a result of the certilh-ation of the Governor-General. 
Blit in all conscience I want to ask you what in csstince is the dillcrcnce between 
this act of the Government and tlie lolicy of tlermany in forcing Itumnnia to give 
economic concessions to her, of which we have heard so much lately. 

‘'Another important factor to which 1 would like to draw your atlenlion is the 
gradual abandoninent of the policy of discrimiiintiiig iirotcctioii to which India has 
been committed for a long nunilier of ytstrs. 'J'ho Tarill' Board itself had recom¬ 
mended lower rates of duty in rcsiiect of sugar, i>ai)er and magnesium chloride 
industries. But the Governinent have further reducm the duties ns well as the 
Mriod of prot^tion except in the case of magnesium chloride. Evidently the 
Government laid greater emphasis iijiou the word ‘‘discriminating'’ than ‘•protection” 
in that blessed phrase ‘‘discriminating prolcc.tioii.” 


rroceediiig, Mr. Girdhardas said: ‘ Wc in tliis presidency have been more 
uitated by the local Oovcrniiient’s iirojicsal to levy a sales tax than by any other 
factor. It is regrettable to note that tlio agitation for and against the measure is 
carried on with unconcoalcd bitterness. I tlcprccatc the adoption of a defiant 
attitude on cither side. Though Congress Governments since they came to jxiwor 
have not done anything considerable to improve tlie trade and industries of tlie 
country, wo must all be_ grateful to the Congre.s8 for tlic uiuiunlifieii Bupix>rt which 
it has given for tirotection to Indian industries as a result of which phciioiiicnal 
progress has Wn made in many industries. But in.xation measures have come in 
quick succession. Vctrol, electricity, tobacco mid entertain men is have already been 
heavily taxed and I am sure our Prime Minister will ap)>rcciate the diflicnlty which 
the Indian business community will have to experience ns a result of being called 
upon to make huge sacrifices all of a sudden. Wc recognise the necessity of more 
revenue for the Government. But the tobacco tax expected to yield the treasury 
nearly a croro and half of rupees. 1 a|)|a!al to the Prime Minister therefore not to 
estrange the Indian busiiicss commuiiily and to find out a via n.mliu by fixing tbo 
the rate of tlic_ tax at one-fourth of one j!cr cciiL If there is need for nddilioiml 
money, let him increase toe rate to half i>er cent in toe next finmicial year. But 
let him not wound tlie pride of the business community by sticking to air guns. 

"As for prohibition, I am of tiic opinion tlint the pace slionld not be forced. 
There is no politics in probiliitioii and when it is reiucinbereil that no otlicr country 
in too world, not even Hovict Russia where it is said that tliere is no exploitation 
of any kind, has attempted to enforce complete proliihition. I think 1 may be 
pardonetl for suggesting that tlie Congress Governments may be a bit moi'C eanlious 
in introducing proliibilion. 

•‘Before J wiiclinle, I want to refer to two tilings. We liave not heard of late 
about Uie activities of tlio Natioual Plmining Committee. I am particularly keen oil 
tlie starting of an autoniobilo industry in the country. What witli anotlier war, 
too need for motor vehicles and nernplancs will be groat and I feel that iiroiierly 
organisctl we can exjiort these goods to other countries. 

‘‘I do not believe in the |ioIiw of iiandcriiig to labonr with a view to placate it, 
favoured l<y some goveniniciits. I doubt if there are miy better employers in the 
world than toe Tata Iron and Bleel Company. 'I'hc boycott of the ecutenary 
celebrations of toe birth of the founder of tJic Tata house by the workers due to 
some imaginary griovanco fills me witli despair regarding tlie future of trade union¬ 
ism in too country. Apart from tois, 1 toink that Indian industry is not in a 
position to bear any additional burden in Uic shaiic of labour legislation.” 




The Punjab Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Session—New Delhi—14th. April 1939 

The Preddecttal Address 

The annnnl general meeting of the Punjab Chamber of Commerce was held 
on the 14th. April 1039 at I^ew ribihi. Mr. F. F. Gary preaided and Mr. E. 
Jenkins, Chief Commissioner of Delhi, was prcBcnt hy apeeial invitation. After the 
annual reiwt a)ul accounts had Ikhsii adopto<l, Mr. dray and tlie Chief Com¬ 
missioner of Delhi addressed the meeting. 

Mr. Gray, i)i the course of his address, referred to the Indo-Hritish Trade 
Agreement and said: “The t|uc8tion still appears to me to bo quite simple in its 
csscaUal liueamciils. It was not merely a question of what India was asked to 
give. It was also a question of what India got in return nnd this was appreciably 
more, llic oitjcct of the Agreement was to provide, in the uncertain political and 
economic couaitious of tlie world, a better basis for business, by assuring to ^e 
two countries a mavke'. outlet for each otlicr’s products. The ways of the legislature 
arc inscrutable to us, mere businessmen, who arc not also politicians. Tlie Agree¬ 
ment seems to have been ovcrshadoweil by the cotton part. For, in liidia 

has been asked to give something, but for the something she gives on cotton piece- 
goods, she is nssnred a much better market for her raw cotton and concessions in 
other lines. And whac is she asked to give 7 

“Lancashire exported last year 22.5 million yards of cloth, as against about 
3,000 million yciira ago. Indian mills proiluecd last year over four thousand 
million yards and hand-looms 1,490 yards, altogether nearly 6.500 million yai^s. 
Docs it matter much to them whether Ute Lam-ashirc quota is 225 millions or 350 
imllions, namely 4 per cent or 0 per cent of Indian consumption 7 At any rate, I, 
for one, am very glad that the question is seltlefl. For two years now we, impor* 
tors, have liad tliis duty reduction hanging over our heads. Many dealers have left 
goods lying in Imiid for twelve mouths nnd tliis has upset trade tremendously. If 
the Government had stated that they would not redmic duty at all a year ago, I 
venture to say that last year’s tratlo would have been far greater. The uncertainty 
of customs duty upsets trade nioro than anything and this upsetting has been a 
setback to the export of cotton itself”. 

Mr. Gray then examined the taxation proiiosals of the Punjab Government 
He said that a sales ra.x was more an emergency measure of taxation such as 
might be inslitiitcd in the case of war and could not be regarded as a normal fea¬ 
ture of a budget. He claimed that the sales ta.x on motor spirit would operate 
oppressively and would mean increased trausiiort charges for the rurtU popiuation 
01 the Puiijal). 

Resoi,otions 

Mr. U. N. Sin then moved the following resolution 

“'fliis Chamber pla<re8 on record its deep appreciation of the services rendered 
by Mr. V. F. Gray, both as a member and President of the Chamber in fii rthnymir 
its interests.” 

In doing so, Mr. Son said that ho did not like to let the occasion pass 
without publicly reconling the services rendered by Mr. Gray to the Punjab 
Chamber of Commerce and to tho (iomincrcial community of Delhi, both Indian 
ami European. Mr. .Son felt glad tliat Mr. Gray would not totally sever his 
connections witli Delhi and India, but would be visiting his old friends every 
cold weather. ' 

Rai Rahadnr P. Muklierji seconded tlie resolution nnd said that tho Ihinjab' 
Chamlicr of Coraniorw owed its present jiosition mostly to Mr. Gray’s untiring 
energy. Mis services would always bo remembered by i£c Chamber. 




